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Acid,  carbolic,  61 ;  acid,  carbolic,  and  iodine,  248 ;  acid,  carbolic, 
in  intermittents,  318;  acid,  caxbolic,  in  odontalgia,  182; 
acid,  arsenious — ^mental  medicine,  92;  acid,  arsenious,  in 
cerebral  congestion,  181 ;  acid,  hydrochloric,  in  dyspepsia, 
121 ;  acid,  nitric,  in  nsevi,  94 ;  acid,  phenique,  for  presei-v- 
ing  anatomical  specimens,  148;   acid,  sulphurous,  in  the 

.  ,.'.tre^tjnent  of  pyrosis. ,*.. , 860 

Aconite  in  measles,  243 ;  aconite,  tincture  of,  156 ;  aconite,  wine 
ofj  156  ;  aconite,  compound  wine  of,  156 ;  aconite,  compound 
pills  of,  156 ;  a'*onite,  and  valerian,  mixture  of,  156 ;  aconite 
and  Dover's  powder,  pills  of,  156 ;  aconite  in  acute  rheu- 
matism and  nem'algia,  157 ;  aconite  in  rheumatic  pains,  &c., 
157 ;  aconite  in  painful  gout,  with  fever,  157 ;  aconite  in 
chronic  gout,  157;  aconite  in  papulous  aflfections  of  the 
skin,  157 :  .  aconite  in  rheumatism,  157 :  aconite  in  threat- 
.  ened  abortion,  158 ;  aconite  in  neurlgic  pains,  158;  aconite 
as  a  counter-irritant  and  sedative,  158 ;  aconite  in  old  rheu- 
matic pains,  neuralgia,  &c.,  158;  aconite,  antidote  for 358 

Acne 282 

Alum  and  nitrous  ether,  in  toothache 185 

American  dental  association,  transactions  of  the 21 

"        medical        "  127 

Ammonia^  borate  of,  for  stone,  62;  ammonia,  carbonate  of,  in 
scarlatina,  93 ;  ammonia,  chloride  of,  253 ;  ammonia,  muri- 
ate of,  in  senile  gangrene  and  tetanus 61 

Analepticum . , 244 

Androgynism . . ; 60 

Angina  pectoris 242 

Anodyne,  a  new , 283 

Antihemis  nobilis,  medical  properties  and  preparations :  Infusion  . 
of  chamomile ;  compound  chamomile  pills ;  in  dyspepsia, 

&c.;  in  flatulent  dyspepsia ;  in  indigestion 191 

Anthrax,  local  treatment  ol 89 

Anti-blenorrhagia  electuary 28 

Aphonia. : : 286 

"        a  shnple  treatment  in. ,  .. , 280 


Apocynum  Cannabmum,  by  J.  M.  O.  Goes,  A.  SL  and  H.  D. 

"  "  in  hypertrophy  of  the  spleen 

Arsenic  in  phthisia 

"      rationftle  of,  in  skin  diseases 

Aecarides,  treatment  of 

AfisafoBtida,  by  J.  BatL's,  M.  D 

ABarum  canadensis,  by  T.  C.  Miller,  St  D 

Ascarifi 

Aathma.  '. . 

Atropa  belladonna,  medical  properties  and  preparations;  Tinc- 
ture of  belladonna  ;  infusion  of  belladonna  ;  syrnp  of  bel- 
ladonna ;  pills  of  belladonna,  etc.;  compound  belladomia 
pills,  323 ;  ointment  of  belladonna  as  a  prophylactic  against 
scarlatina;  in  gastralgia;  in  catarrh;  in  flying  rheumatic 
pains;  in  painful  menstniatio^i  in  leucophlegmatic  habits, 
234 ;  belladonna  on  the  action  and  uses  of,  272 ;  belladonna 
in  sickness  of  pregnancy,  349 ;  belladonna  in  incontinence 
of  nrine 

Atropia  in  poisoning  by  opium '. 

Atropine,  anomalous  effects  of , ,' 

Aurum  ctloratum  natronatum  in  the  engorgement  ol  the  mesanuc 
glands,  and  the  disease  which  follows  it 

Aurum  chloratum  natronatum  in  the  induration  ot  the  uterus 


BabcoclE'B,  Dr.  L.  A.,  uterine  supporter : . 

Berbeiina,  by  C.  A.  Lee,  M.  D., 

Bismuth,  sub-nitrate  of,  348 ;  bismuth  in  diairkcea,  816 ;  bismnUt' 
liquor  in  intermittents,  319 1  bismuth,  valerianate,  in  intet- 
mittents,  319;  bismuth,  Bub-nitrat«  ot^  in  uterine  diseasea, 
176;  bismuth,  tannate  of,  in  sore  nipples,  175;  biamutli,   ' 
tanuate  of,  in  profuse  night  sweats 

Bonehardat's  Annual  Abstract  of  Therapeutics,  &c 

"  "  "  •■  errata  in 


Oalcium  and  protoxide  of  iron,  elixir  of  iodide  of 

Oalisaya,  and  calisaya  and  iron,  elixirs  of, 

"        iron  and  bismuth,  elixir  of;  calisaya,  iron  and  Btrychnia, 

elixir  of^  in  intermittents. 

Cannabis  Indica  in  delirium  tremens 

Capsicum  in  "  "        , 

Carbuncle,  chlo.  mercury  iron, .  quinia  and  strychnia  in  Uu  treat- 
ment o£ 


ir  Adex, 

0«i1ophj11am  ThalictrcHdea,  by  3.  Batw,  Tt.'D 

Cement  for  atUching  glBw-imd^braM 

CthftDcrc,  prophylactic  liquid  against  the.  infection  of 

CSiange  of  reMdence .'; 

QiilbtaiiiB,  ointment  for 

"  their  predliptwng  came 

Childe,  Heniy  C,  M.T> 

CSitoTofonn  to  core  sneeimg 

"        dcftth  from,  probably 

"  aad  fluid  extract  sqnilla  in '  bronchitii  and  phenmonia. 
Chlorine  watw 

"  "     in  eeulatina,  by  Dr.  Dyee 

CBnice,  Dr.  Gtioene'a,  ftctracti  from 

Cocenliu  Pafanatiu,  by  J.  Bates,  H.  B 

Oodoil,  tonio  with 

CoQyiinia  of  e^idcum 

"  morphia. 

"  ounphorsted  ndphate  of  mnc 

"  irlth  bi-chloride  mercury. , 

Coninm,  oa  the  phjdcdogical  action  and  thenpentical  nies  of . . . . 
Oonrtipatlofl 


Oontnioti. SM 

Ooplii  liifollata. 88,  17« 

"           "in  asthma IM 

"           **         in  cArdialgia IW 

Cough,  ettaBtail,  Afmie ."; t87 

r J II,  ii)wiii,  lijirtiiiii,  I  III,  In 38fl 

Cruilolo^ 841 

CrtoBot«  dr«oeaiihflr6e,itbe. 970 

"        fDcma  in  chnmio  diairho* 150 

Cronp 184,  891 

Cnista  genn  eqtftte 96 

D 

Death,  a  sure  sign  of 182 

DenUl  Materia  Hedica 965 

DUbetei .': «d2 

DlarThcBa,'d]ronic 3d9 


Digitalis Itt,  180.  : 

"       in  Tertigo > ; 

Diphtheria 1 


ntseaaes  plodHed  by-ale^i^  together 


\^ 


DyMoterj, 

DjemenotrbiBa 

Dysphsgiii     — 

Dyspepsia 

with  (MnstlpAtioii 
"  with  torpor,  in.. 


Sivaclie. 

Editorittl 80,  64,  95,  132,  158,  183,  350,  388,  319, 

Effects  of  the  local  use  of  mercury  ■«  ith  internal  administration  of 

iodide  of  potassitim 

Epaom  Baits,  how  to  mask  the  hitter  taste  ol 

Ether  apr^iy  in  epilation 

"         "     on  the  vertebral  column  id  chorea 

"      Bulphnric,  to  dislodge  tapeworms 

Bnphorbia  ipecacuanha  in  inttrmittcats 

Expect«raiiB  after  inflammatory  catarrh  of  children 

F 

Perrat«d  wine  of  wild  cherry 

Freckles,  to  remove 


Oaliom v.--.  HO 

Qastralipa. 157 

GelBeminnm 118 

"            antidote  for 897 

"       ■     sempervirenB,  by  T,  C.  Miller,  M.  D 805 

Gillenift  trifohata  in  intennitt«nt8 318 

Olncoenrin  and  albuminoiia,  pathology  and  treatment  of 146 

Glycerine 316 

and  \olk  of  eggs 316,  366 

Gonorrhraa IST,   170,  346 

"            ita  treatment 160 

Qoasypium  as  an  eniroenagogue  and  partufacient 317 

Gravel,  uiic,  potion  for -'          39 


Hamamelis  Virginica,  by  J.  Bat«ii,  M.  D 

hematics,  by  J.  Bates  M.  D 

Hair  dye,  instantaneons. 

Half-yeirly  compendium  of  medical  science. . 

"            abstract   of  the         " 
Heart,  treatment  of  diseases  of  the , . 
Bemorrhoids         


Tl 


Inde». 


Hoarseness,  chronic 244 

Hooping  cough 250 

"  chestnut  leaves  in 152 

'*•  prophylaxis  of 181 

Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  analysis  of,  by  P.  H.  Ellsworth,  M.  D 203 

"      Spring  No.  6,  of 319 

Hydrocephalus 242 

Hysteria 244 

Hysterical  neuralgia  and  spasms,  in 249 

I 

Incontinence  of  urine 94 

Injection,  hypodermic  24 

Intermittents,  alter  treatment  of 819 

Iodic  elixir 27 

Iodine  and  carbolic  acid,  150 ;  iodine  in  enlargement  of  the  sple^, 
146 ;  iodine,  colorless  tincture  of,  248 ;  iodine  in  diseases  of 
the  mucous  membranes,  62 ;  iodine  and  May  apple  root  in 

camp  itch 122 

Iodoform. 215,  816 

Iron,  citrate  of,  and  strychnia,  217 ;  hydmcyanate  of,  in  epilepsy, 
356 ;  iron,  perchloride  of,  in  choleraic  diarrhoea,  62 ;  iron, 
perchloride  of,  gargle  of,  62;  iron,  protoxido  of,  and  quinia 

in  intermittents 819 

Itch,  cures  for 282 

"    treatment  of 68 

K 
Kidneys,  granular  diseases  and  medical  management  of  the -. .  210 

L 

Lactation,  excessive,  treatment  of 283 

Lead  colic  treated  by  cold 61 

"    iodide  of,  in  eczema 179 

Life  in  Italy,  average  duration  of.   221 

Lime,  bi  sulphate  of,  in  beef  soup,  jellies,  &c.,  89 ;  lime,  elixir 
iodide  of  and  protoxide  of  iron  in  obstinate  chronic  vom- 
itins?,  319 ;  lime,  phoshat^  of,  216  ;  lime,  syrup  of,  in  rheu- 
matism, 249 ;  lime,  syrup  of  iodide  in  chronic  catarrh  of 
the  mucous  coat  of  the  stomach,  319 ;  lime,  syrup  of  iodide 

and  protoxide  of  iron  in  gleet 174 

Lipoma 213 

Liquor  ferri  sulphatis  as  an  anti-periodic 92 

M 
Mad  dog,  cui-e  for  the  bite  of  a 185 
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Indai. 

Hang&neHe,  snlptiate  of,  in  chorea 

Harried. 

Medicines,  reliable 

"  cheap  and  debased 

Menorrhagia 

"  atonic,  in ! 

Merenry,  bi-chloride,  colljrium  with 

"      chlo.  iron,  quinine  and  strychnia  in  the  treatment  of  car- 
buncle   

Mercurial  collodion  for  ajphilitic  muculse 

Metrotrbagia 844,  ! 

MicroBCOpe,  the  Craig 

Uorphia,  collyrium  of 

Iforphise  applied  to  the  lining  membrane  of  the  nasal  cavities  to 
relieve  paiuliil  diseases  ol  tbti  head 


Narcotics  and  sedatives 

Neuralgia,  abstractB  from  thebest  writing^on,  317;  neuralgia  miz- 
ture,  181 ;  neuralgia  and  severe  headache,  387 ;  neuralgia, 

topic  for,  29 ;  neuralgia,  treatment  of 

New  York  State  medical  society,  meeting  of 

Night  sweats 

Nitrate  ot  silver  in  htemoptjsis 

Sax  vomica  in  the  dyspepsia  of  hypochondriacs 

"  dysentery  treated,  by 

O 

Odontal^a 

Oil,  cod,  tonic  with 

■'     of  sandal  woofi  in  gonorrhcea 

"     of  eassifraa,  etherial,  in  intermittent  a. 

Opthalmia,  catarrhal 

Opium,  electricity  in  poisoning  by 

OE?eou3  tissue  in  men  and  animals,  chemistry  of 

Our  preparations — what  physicians  say  of  them 

P 


Peosine  in  vomiiing  of  pregnancy 151 

Pertussis,  chestnut  leaves  in 1S3 

PWebitis 331 

Phospboras,  on  the  mode  and  administration  of,  and  its  effects  in 

small  doses 355 

Phasphor-poisoniDg 359 


PhthMa,  vlth  predi^voation  to  in  inritatioa  of  the  langa SS7 

"        pnlmonalia 3S3 

Phjritnan't  dul;  pocket  record 96 

diary 288,319,368 

Phytolacca  Decandra  in  asthma 118 

Pill,  alterative  and  laxative 253 

Pipsiaaewa,  by  J.  Bates,  M.  D 821 

PlaHtica 160 

Podophjllin,  by  J.  Adolpbux,  M.  D SS 

Polygonum  Punctatum,  by  W,  A,  Grove,  M.  D 289 

Potaah,  nitrate  o^  in  the  cure  o(  intermittent  fever,  25 ;  potash, 
permanganate  at,  in  rheumatism,  176  ;  potash,  pemisDga' 
nate  of,  in  acute  rheumatism,  91  ;  jmtaagtuni,  bromide  o^  m 
the  trealmi^nt  of  chorea,  by  E.  M.  HDme,  M.  D.,  245 ; 
potassium,  bromide  of^  a  new  prnperLy,  128;  potaeaiiiin, 
bromide  of,  in  cases  of  mania,  1.54 ;  potiLsdum,  bromide  of, 
another  use  tor,  222;  potaBaium,  bromide  of,  and  antimony 
in  puerperal  convulsions,  :tl8 ;  pdtaBsium,  bromide  of,  in 
hooping  cough,  357 :  potas^am,  i>romide  of.  in  asthma,  149, 
185 ;  potasaium,  bromide  of,  in  herpes  aquamoaus,  243 ;  po- 
tassium, bromide  of,  as  coimteracting  the  nausea  attending 
etherization,  118;  potassium,  bromide  of,  183;  potassiiun, 
iodide  of,  effects  of  the  local  use  of  mercury  with  internal 
administration  of,  118 ;  potassium,  iodide  of,  in  obstructit  n 
of  the  lachrymal  canil,  354 ;  potassium,  iodide  of,  nction 
increi»e<l  by  nmmonia,  183;  potassium,  iodide  olj  in  mea- 
sles, 182;  potassium,  iodide  of,  treatment  of  syphilis  by 
large  doses,  20B;  potassa,  bi-chiomate  of,  in  syphilis,  344; 
potassa,  chlorate  of,  220 ;  potassa,  nitrate  of  in  mentagra, 
343;  jiotassa,  permanganate  o^  in   rheumatism,  246;  pot. 

iodid.  and  potass,  chlorat .  incompatil>ility  of 15S 

Potis  anti-phlogistioa 285 

Potion,  laxative. 30 

Powder,  anti-herpetic 29 

"  "    neuralgic- 80 

"        compound  purgative 29 

Practical  Guide  to  the  perfumer 263 

Pre-historic  man B7 

Prosopalgia,  in 883 

Prunufl  VirninianuB,  by  J.  Bates,  M.  D 85 

Prurigo,  ointment  for 857 

Pruritus  vulviu 818 

Puerperal  convulsions,  with  phlegmasia  dolens 188 

Pus  I'ormationa 888 


JH#M. 


ix 


Q 

Quinine,  1i3rpodennic  injection  of  in  intermittent  feyer  and  malaiial 
neuralgia,  89 ;  quinine  in  the  propliylactio  treatment  of 
malarious  fivers,  120 ;  quinine,  iron,  and  chlorate  of  potarsa 
in  scarlatina,  88 ;  quinine,  sulphate  of,  and  extract  of  hyos- 
cyamxis  in  neuralgia,  88 ;  quinia,  existence  in  the  tissues  of 

a  florescent  subittance  resembling S2 

B 

Raspberry  syrup  a  vehicle  for  permanganate  of  potassa 281 

Reoenvalescence  after  a  long  disease,  in  the 250 

Rt^piration,  on,  by  Prof.  H.  Dussauoe 16 

"          chronic  catarrh  of  the  organs  of 175 

Respiratory  ofgans,  in  the  catarrh  of 808 

Richmond  Medical  Journal 192 

Rubefacient  and  anodyne^ liniment. 343 

S 

Sandal  wood^  oil  of,  gonorrhesa  treated  by 246 

Sassafras,  eth^al-  oil  of,  in  intermittents 81^ 

Seabies,  pyrethrum  for 898 

Sciataca 244 

Scrofula 244 

Scutellaria  lateriflora  andsubnitrate  of  bismttth  in  ohnmks  dysen- 
tery     '867 

Selections  from  ibe^  Amiuaire  de  Tberapeutiqne ^  842 

Smallpox  in  persons  unprotected  by  viecination,  how  to  prevent 

Sneezing,  cure  for , .  150 

pitting  of  the  face * 145 

Soda,  citrate  of,  in  diabetes 98 

*'    '  hyposulphis,  therapeutic  value  of,  by  W.  A.  Grove,  M.  D.. .  135 

"     phosphate  of^  in  diarrhoea 158 

''*■     sulphate  of,  for  removal  of  spots  on  the  cornea 842 

Sore  nipples 175 

Spansemics,  by  J.  Bates,  M.  D 225 

Spasmodic  attacks,  in 244 

Spinal  ice-bag,  curability  of  delirium  tremens  by  the  application  of  817 

Starch  injections  in  gononhoBa 179 

St.  Loins  college  ot  pharmacy 820 

Strychnia,  antidote  for ' 180 

Sulphites  in  malarial  fevers 60 

*'        zymotic  diseases. 178,  220 

*^        and  hyposulphites,  of  the  employment^of 345 

Sulphur,  croup  treated  by 184,  221 

Supplement  to  the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica 252 


In4€9* 


Suppositories,  vaginal,  lonnulse  for 27 

Sycosis,  and  its  treatment. • 345 

Syphilis  communicated  by  the  mouth.  ,.^-: 23 

T 

Taenia,  new  method  of  expelling 59 

Taj  eworm,  natural  history  of 61 

Tannin,  chronic  pleurisy  treated  with 185 

Tansy  in  epistaxis 119 

Tobacco,  in  relation  to  disease 25 

"       a  cause  of  bald  heads  and  gray  hair 285 

Tonsils,  ulceration  of  the 182 

Topic,  resolutive  and  sedative 29 

Tubercular  meningitis,  treatment  of 214 

Typhoid  fever,  abortive  treatment  of 150 

"            "      thermometrical  observations  in 278 

V 

Valerian  Officinalis,  by  J.  Bates,  M.  D 97 

Varicose  ulcers,  ointment  for 63 

V^ratrum  viride 94 

"             "    by  J.  Bates,  M.  D 162 

"    observations  concerning 144 

"    in  consdpaticHi ^   201 

Veaavius,  visit  to Ill,  140 

Vitriol,  elixir  of,  and  taanin  as  a  hesmoatatic 357 

Wnfer  ash  in  asthma,  138 ;  wafer  ash  in  ascites,  138 ;  wafer  ash  in 
affittctions  of  the  chest,  138;  wafer  ash  in  anasarca,  138; 
wafer  ash  in  erysipelas,   137;  wafer  ash  in  icterus,   with 

hyperamia  of  the  liver 138 

Warts,  ointment  for 178 

Whooping  cough ' . .  152 

'*              "      prophylaxis  of. 181 

Wild  cherry  in  neuralgia  coeliaca 175 

"         "      ferrated  wine  of 365 

"         "      in  sciataca 175 

Woman's  milk,  Liebig's  artificial 63 

Z 

Zinc,  lactate  of,  in  epilepsy 184 

"    sulphate  of,  in  dyspepsia 317 
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This  class  of  medicinal  agents  includes  those  medicines  which 
are  supposed  to  act  as  therapeutic  remedies,  hy  eflfecting  changes  of 
the  blood.  The  orders  of  this  class  are  haematics,  spsDnamics  and 
diluents. 

Haematics,  in  Pereira*s  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by 
Wood,  p.  974,  is  made  the  5th  class. 

Obdeb  HjBMATica — This  order  is  intended  to  comprise  medicines 
which  augment  the  number  of  blood-corpuscles  or  the  amount  of 
hsenaatin  in  the  blood.  "This  order,'*  says  Pereira,  "is  exclu- 
sively composed  of  iron  and  its  compounds ;  ferruginous  medicines, 
chalybeates.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  more  frequently  em- 
ployed substances  composing  this  order : 

Eeduced  Iron,  Iodide  of  Iron, 

Magnetic  Oxide  of  Iron,  Pemitrate  of  Iron, 
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Peroxide  of  Iron,  Citrate  of  Iron  and  Ammonia, 

Saccharated  Carbonate  of  Iron,  Citrate  of  Iron  and  Quinia, 
Phosphate  of  Iron,  Tartarated  Iron, 

Sulphate  of  Iron,  Ferruginous  Waters,  ' 

Perchloride  of  Iron. 
"  In  the  treatment  of  anaemia,  iron  acts  in  part,  as  an  aliment  It 
stipplies  to  the  blood-corpuscles  an  ingredient  in  which  they  are 
deficient,  and  it  may  therefore,  be  said  to  serve  as  nourishment  for 
them."\  A  morbid  diminution  of  the  red  globules  of  the  blood 
constitutes  anaemia  (Flint)  "  Anaemia,"  says  Dr.  F.,  "  is  of  frequent 
occurrence.  It  is  incident  to  a  variety  of  diseases.  It  gives  rise 
to  a  mutliplicity  of  phenomena.  It  is  a  condition  highly  import- 
ant for  the  physician  to  appreciate  and  recognize. .  The  knowledge 
of  this  condition  obtained  within  late  years  constitutes  one  of  the 
most  striking  of  the  characteristics  of  modern  medicine,  in  view  of 
its  importance  on  medical  practice."  The  causes  which  produce 
this  state  of  blood  are  somewhat  various.  They  consist  of  insuf- 
ficient and  poor  food ;  excessive  secretions  and  evacuations ;  mas- 
turbation, practiced  early  in  life,  and  long  continued  (Copland ;) 
long  exclusion  of  the  body  from  the  direct  influence  of  solar  light 
and  its  rays ;  protracted  confinement  in  crowded  apartments,  &c 
Anaemia,  as  stated  by  Dr.  Flint,  may  be  the  result  of  haemorrhages 
from  wounds,  flooding  after  labor,  and  in  cases  of  menorrhagia,  or 
injudicious  blood-lettings ;  frequent  causes  are  prolonged  lactation, 
and  a  rapid  succession  of  pregnancies.  "  The  obvious  causes," 
Dr.  F.  remarks,  "  may  be  arranged  into  three  classes,  viz :  first, 
causes  which  involve  actual  loss  of  red  globules,  as  in  haemorrha- 
ges ;  second,  causes  involving  a  defective  supply  of  materials  for 
assimilation ;  and  third,  causes  which  occasion  expenditure  of  the 
constituents  of  the  liquor  sanguinis,  on  which  the  production  of  red 
globules  is  dependent  The  causes  are  not  always  apparent  Anaa- 
mia  is  apt  to  occur  in  females  at  or  ^ear  the  age  of  puberty  when 
there  has  been  no  loss  of  blood,  no  deficiency  in  alimentary  sup- 
plies, and  no  unusual  expenditure  of  blood  plasma.  Under  these 
ciiCTimstances,  it  constitutes  the  affection  to  which  the  name  chlo- 
rosis was  applied  before  the  anaemic  condition  was  fully  understood. 
If  this  name  be  retained,  it  should  be  considered  as  denoting  anae- 
mia occurring  under  the  circumstances  just  stated.  It  appears  to 
be  in  some  way  connected  with  the  evolution  of  the  reproductive 
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functions."  The  most  rational  arid  the  most  successful  means  that 
-can  be  employed  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady,  consist  of  sucli 
as  are  calculated  gently  to  excite  and  permanently  to  promote  the 
organic  ftinction.  (Copland.)  The  various  preparations  of  iron,  par- 
ticularly the  list  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  give  better  sat- 
isfaction than  any  class  of  remedies.  "  Though  all  these  substan- 
<5es,"  says  Pereira,  "  are  capable  of  acting  as  haematinics  and  oJT 
curing  ansemi^  they  are  not  all  equally  efficacious.  Some  of 
them,  in  fact,  do  not  jx)ssess  any  immediate  or  direct  haematinic 
power,  as  metallic  iron  and  the  insoluble  ferruginous  compoundSj 
for  metallic  iron  acquires  medicinal  activity  only  by  decomposing 
water  in  the  stomach,  and  combining  with  oxygen  to  form  the  pro- 
toxide of  iron,  which  dissolves  in  the  acid  contents  of  the  stomach, 
and  in  this  way  becomes  absorbable,  while  hydrogen  gas  is  evolved 
and  the  insoluble  ferruginous  compounds,  not  being  absorbable, 
^an  not  act  on  the  general  system,  but,  by  the  change  effected  in 
ihem  by  the  acid  liquors  in  the  gastro-intestinal  canal,  they  give 
rise  to  the  formation  pf  soluble  compounds,  which  are  absorbed, 
and  in  this  way  the  insoluble  ferrupnous  compounds  indirectly  or 
immediately  act  as  haematinics.  But  as  they  depend  for  their  activ- 
ity on  the  acidity  of  the  gastro-intestinal  juices,  which  is  limited 
and  variable,  it  is  obvious  that  their  operation  is  slow,  and  cannot 
be  "uniform.  AU  the  soluble  feiTuginous  preparations  which  con- 
tain iron  in  tlie  basic  part,  such  as  the  iodide,  chloride  and  sul- 
phate, the  citrate  of  iron  and  ammonia,  and  tartrated  iron  possess 
medicinal  activity,  and  act  as  haematinics.  But  the  soluble  com- 
pounds containing  in  the  acid  part  such  as  ferrocyanide  and  ferrid- 
cyamde  of  potassium,  are  useless  haematinics,  and  are  not  applica- 
ble, therefore,  for  the  cure  of  anaemia."  Dr.  P.  puts  the  interro- 
gation: in  what  way  does  iron  relieve  anaemia?  Is  it  merely  by 
Buppljring  the  ingredient  in  which  the  blood  is  deficient?  Hd 
thinks  not  He  asserts  that  this  condition  of  the  system  frequent- 
ly occurs  without  any  obvious  cause,  when  t^^ere  has  been  no  de- 
fiieiency  of  food,  air  or  light,  or  any  profuse  discharge.  In  such 
instances  the  malady  can  not  be  imputed  to  a  deficiency  of  iron  in 
the  system,  but  to  some  feult  in  the  sanguification  process.  Bfe 
thinks  that  the  iron  which  is  taken  in  with  the  food  has  not  been 
properly  appHed  in  the  formation  of  hsematin  or  red  blood-coipua- 
clfea    In  such  doJeB  (Dr,  P.  thinks,)  the  chalybeate  medicine  re- 
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lieves  anaemia  by  correcting  the  defect  in  the  blood-making  process, 
the  seat  and  nature  of  which  are  at  present  xmknown.  The  men- 
Btrtial  function  is  frequently  either  entirely  suspended  in  this  mal- 
ady, or  the  discharge  is  small  in  quantity  and  of  a  pale,  watery 
character.  The  restoration  of  that  function  and  the  improvement 
in  the  quality  of  the  evacuation,  effected  by  the  use  of  iron,  are 
referable  to  the  beneficial  change  produced  in  tiie  quality  of  tiie 
blooA  (P.) 

Febbum  Redactum — ^Eeduced  Ibon.  Febbi  Pulvis — ^Pow- 
DKB  OF  Ibon. — This  is  regarded  as  a  powerftd  hasmatinic  and 
tonic.  Qtirrod,  as  mentioned  by  Dr.  Waring,  observes  that  it  pos- 
sesses the  blood-restoring  powers  of  iron,  without  any  astringent 
property.  In  anaemia,  chlorosis,  amenorrhea,  chorea  and  enlarged 
spleen  following  ague,  this  has  been  administered  in  doses  varying 
from  one  to  ten  grains,  with  satisfactory  results. 

Magnetic  Oxide  of  Ibon. — ^Properties  and  action  are  about 
the  same  as  reduced  iron,  and  given  in  similar  diseases.  Dosa 
From  three  to  six  graina 

Peboxidb  of  Ibon. — Blood-restorative,  tonic,  emmenagogue 
and  anthelmintic.  In  addition  to  its  value  in  anaemia,  this  agent 
has  been  highly  extolled  in  atonic  amenorrhea,  hysterical  affect- 
ions, particularly. aphonia.  Dr.  Prout  regards  it  as  an  excellent 
remedy  in  diabetes  attended  with  much  debility  in  nervous  and 
spasmodic  affections.  Waring^  p.  293.  "In  tic-doloureux  and 
other  neuralgic  affections,  the  peroxide  of  iron  has  been  success- 
ftdly  employed  by  Mr.  B.  Hutchinson,  Dr.  Elliotson,  Sir  Aatley 
Cooper,  and  otiiera'* 

Tetanus. — Ibid,  [n  tetanus  it  appears  to  have  been  occasion- 
ally beneficiaL  In  three  cases  treated  by  Dr.  Elliotson,  two  recov- 
ered. It  was  administered  in  doses  of  3  ij.-  5  ss.  every  two  hours, 
and  oostiveness  obviated  by^ij.  of  ol.  terebinth,  followed,  if 
necessary,  by  oL  ricini  It  was  mixed  with  twice  its  quantity  of 
treacle,  and  blended  with  strong  beef-tea.  Mr.  Woolan  also  relates 
an  interesting  case,  which  recovered  under  its  use,  in  doses  of  3  ij. 
every  hour.  It  appears  to  be  chiefly  applicable  to  cases  occurring 
in  anajinic  subjects,  where  much  blood  has  been  lost,  or  where  the 
disease  is  associated  witii  hysteria. 

Infantile  CoNVULSiONa — (IdeuL)  "  In  iniantile  convulsions, 
Dr.  Locock  speaks  very  favorably  of  this  and  other  preparations 
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of  iron,  particularly  in  those  cases  where  there  is  any  exhausti(»i 
or  debility,  and  an  absence  of  any  decided  determination  of  blood 
to  the  head.  He  relates,  in  illustration,  the  case  of  a  child  two 
months  old,  who  for  seventeen  days  had  convidsions  three  or  four 
times  a  day,  or  oftener.  These  resisted  every  treatment  until  ferri 
carb.  in  doses  of  gr.  v.  every  two  hours  was  given,  when  they  at 
once  yielded,  and  the  child  recovered.  A  case  in  which  the  per- 
oxide of  iron  proved  signally  beneficial  is  recorded  by  Dr.  S,  Iaw- 
renca*  He  considers  that  in  these  cases  it  acts  as  a  nervine  or 
nerve  tonic,  lowering  the  sensibility  of  the  nervous  system  when 
pwtematurally  exalted.  He  regards  it  as  a  mistake  in  deferring 
the  use  of  iron  until  the  case  becomes  chronic  or  debility  super- 
venes, and  lays  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  if  all  offending  matter 
has  been  got  rid  of  from  the  bowels  and  stomach,  and  other  ex- 
isting causes  of  irritation  removed — if  the  circulation  be  tranquil 
during  the  intervals  of  the  paroxysms,  and  if  no  organic  change  is 
associated  with  the  malady — the  exhibition  of  the  iron  can  not  be 
too  soon  begun." 

Laryngisimus  Stridulus. — (Idem.)  "In  order  to  strengthen 
the  system  and  diminish  the  excessive  nervous  sensibility  which 
is  so  constantly  a  cause  in  this  disease.  Dr.  Merei  f  thinks  highly 
of  this  and  other  preparations  of  iron,  but  he  advises  it  to  be 
preceded  by  cod  liver  oil.  If  this  disagrees,  or  produces  no  beneftt^ 
iron  may  be  had  recourse  to,  with  every  prospect  of  success.  It 
should  be  carefully  watched,  lest  the  bowels  become  overloaded." 
Chorea. — (Idem.)  "In  chorea,  Dr.  EUioteonJ  employed  the 
peroxide  saccessfully  in  eight  cases.  He  gave  it  in  doses  of  3  ssl 
—  3  L  increased  to  3  iij. —  3  iv.  every  six  hours,  and  at  the  same 
time,  employed  active  aperienta  In  one  very  obstinate  case,  I  em- 
ployed this  treatment  with  success.  The  pui^atives  appear  greatly 
to  aid  the  efiScacy  of  the  iron.  Dr.,  Stone  considers  that  it  acts 
both  more  certainly  and  more  rapidly  than  zinc." 

HoopiNG-CouGH. — (Idem.)  "  In  hooping-cough,  Lombard  speaks 
highly  of  this  preparation  in  doses  of  gr.  xviij. — xL,  in  the  course 


*  Edinburgh  Med.  Jour,,  Juno,  1858,  p.  1,112. 
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of  the  day;   and  Dr.  Steymann  also  employed  it  with  great  sue- 
c«ss  in  doses  of  gr.  vi. — viij.,  daily. 

Paralysis  AaiTAisa — (Idem.)  In  paralysis  agitans,  occurring 
in  old  debilitated  subjects,  or  when  it  is  associated  with  anaemia, 
the  peroxide  of  iron,  in  full  doses,  wiU  occasionally  prove  useful. 
Dr.  EUiotson  relates  a  case  successfully  treated  with  it,  but  he 
found  it  to  fail  in  others.  In  mercurial  tremor,  it  is  advised  by  Dr. 
Watson."^ 

Angina  Pectoris. — (Idem.)  In  angina  pectoris,  when  attend- 
ed by  any  degree  of  anaemia,  Dr.  Hope  f  speaks  of  this  preparation 
as  one  of  the  most  efficacious  internal  remedies.  It  may  be  given. 
in  doses  of  gr.  xl.-  3  ss.  thrice  daily. 

Cancer — (Idem.)  In  cancer,  Mr.  Carmichael  advised  the  per- 
oxide in  doses  of  3  ss.~  3  j->  daily  in  divided  doses,  combined  with 
aloes  (gr.  J  to  gi\  L)  to  prevent  constipation.  If  it  produced  headache, 
dyspnoea,  &c.,  it  was  discontinued,  and  camphor  (gr.  iv.,  every  six 
hours)  was  substituted.  At  the  same  time,  this  salt  was  made  into- 
a  thin  paste  with  water,  and  applied  externally.  He  thought  highly . 
of  its  efficacy,  but  it  is  now  rarely  ernployed 

Gout. — (Idem.)  In  gout,  occurring  in  persons  of  debilitated  con- 
stitution, and  in  many  cases  of  irregular  gout,  the  peroxide  of  iron, 
will  often  be  found  of  the  highest  service ;  the  bowels  having  pre- 
viously been  weU  evacuated,  and  the  urine  restored  to  a  healthy 
condition  by  alkaline  medicinea  Such  treatment  is  favorably  spoken 
of  by  Dr.  Eobertson.:]:  Lithic  acid  deposits,  which  occasionally 
depend  upon  deficient  oxygenation,  as  well  as  upon  a  superabund- 
ance of  proteine  articles  of  diet,  have  been  found  to  yield  to  the 
preparations  of  iron.  A  case  in  which  the  peroxide  thus  acted  is. 
related  by  Cantilena  §  In  palpitations  accompanied  by  debility, 
Dr.  Hope  recommends  the  sesquioxide  in  doses  of  3  j-~  3  iij.  thrice 
daily,  and  a  pill  composed  of  pil.  aloes  co.,  and  pil.  galban.  co.,  a  a 
gr.  ij.  at  bedtime.  He  states  that  he  has  seen  the  best  effects  follow 
this  treatment 

Purulent  Discharges  from  the  Aural,  Nasal  and  Vao-: 

«  I  ,  .    ■  I-  ■  III  ,  I        ..  ,         ,        1 —^ _: _ —  ' 

*  Lectures,  v.  1,  p.  682. 

f  On  Diseases  of  the  Heart,  p.  501. 

\  Essay  on  Gout 

g  Rankin's  Abstract,  1866,  ▼.  24,  p.  104 
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iKAL  Passages,  the  Sequbljs  of  Infantite  Diseases. — Mr. 
W.  Coke  states  that  lie  has  found,  in  these  diseases,  the  greatest 
benefit,  accrue  from  the  use  of  tliis  preparation,  in  doses  as  large 
as  the  stomacli  will  bear  without  discomfort  The  local  treatment 
consists  of  injections  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc  (grs.  iij.-vad.,  aq.  j.  ^i.) 
In  every  case  marked  improvement  followed  this  treatment 

Worms.  {Ascarides  Lumhricoides.) — Dr.  Eusb  advises,  in  strong 
terms,  tbe  use  of  the  peroxide,  in  doses  of  gr.-v.-  3  ss.  daily,  with 
the  employment  of  an  occasional  purgative. 

Saccharated  Carbonate  of  Iron. — This  is  considered  by 
some  authors,  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  ferruginous  com- 
pounds. The  readiness  with  which  it  dissolves  in  the  fluids  of  the 
stomach,  and  becomes  absorbed,  in  some  instances,  is  quite  a  desid- 
eratum in  the  selection  of  this  class  of  tonica  Its  constitutional 
effects  are  similar  to  the  ferri  peroxidum,  though  manifested  more 
promptly.  It  is  especially  serviceable  in  anaemia,  and  atonic  amen- 
orrhoea,  eta,  and  in  most  of  the  maladies  for  which  the  peroxide  of 
iron  has  been  recommended. 

Phosphate  of  Iron. — Dr.  Venables,  as  quoted  by  Pereira, 
proposed  this  preparation  in  the  treatment  of  diabetes.  Dr.  Prout 
Ibas  also  borne  favorable  testimony  to  its  effect  He  says  it  is  an 
excellent  remedy.  It  may  also  be  used  to  advantage,  for  the  same 
purpose  as  other  haematinica  Syrups,  made  of  phosphate  of  iron, 
make  a  very  agreeable  preparation  of  this  agent,  and  may  be  taken 
in  doses  of  one  or  more  fluidrachma  The  pyrophosphate  of  iron 
is  a  mild,  yet  efficient  remedy,  and  used  in  the  treatment  of  anae- 
mic patients,  and  as  a  tonic  in  many  atonic  complaints.  The  phos- 
phates of  iron  are  valuable  in  most  diseases  where  this  metal  is 
indicated. 

SuLPHAiE  OF  Iron. — This  salt  has  a  wide  range  in  the  appli- 
cation to  diseasea 

Medical  Properties  and  Action, — Dr.  Wiring  speaks  of  it  as  a 
blood  restorative  tonic,  astringent,  emmenagogue,  anti-periodic,  and 
anthelmintic.  He  asserts  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and 
effective  of  the  salts  of  iron.  It  is  readily  absorbed  into  the  sys- 
tem, and  has  been  detected  in  the  blood  and  urine  after  a  few  dosea 

Incompatibles. — Alkalies  and  their  carbonates;  the  chlorides;  Ni- 
trate of  silver ;  the  acetates  of  lead ;  and  most  other  metallic  salts ; 
and  vegetable  infusions  containing  tannic  or  gallic  acida 
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Therapbutic  Uses  — Anaemia.  In  this  disease,  Dr.  Tunrbiill 
regards  the  sulphate  as  the  most  effective  of  the  salts  of  iron  ;*  an 
opinion  (Dr.  W.)  very  generaUy  entertained.  It  may  be  adminis- 
4ered  in  the  form  of  piU,  with  the  extract  of  gentian ;  with  a  sed- 
ative, as  conium;  or  in  combination  with  an  aperient,  as  rhubarb 
>or  aloea  "  It  may  also  be  given  in  solution,  with  a  little  sulphu- 
jric  acid,  which  adds  to  its  efficacy  and  assists  to  keep  it  in  solution." 
{W.)  Dr.  Tumbull  mentions  of  giving  it  in  combination  with 
several  other  medicines  required  in  anaemia,  and  from  this  circum- 
stance, Dr.  T.  says  that  he  has  used  it  more  frequently  than  any  of 
the  other  preparations  of  iron,  and  that  he  has  found  it  also  one  of 
the  most  efficacious. 

Palpitation  in  ANiEMio  STATEa — For  this  affection  Dr.  Aber- 
crombie  proposed  the  following  pills,  which  Dr.  Hope  says  he  has 
employed  in  a  great  number  of  cases,  and  that  he  has  been  seldom 
disappointed  in  their  operation  9  •  ^^™*  sulph.  aloes  aa  gr.  ij.  pulv. 
cinnamon  gr.  v.  m.  ft.  pil  ij.  These  are  to  be  taken  at  dinner  time, 
and  repeated  at  night  if  necessary. 

Chlorosis. — The  sulph.  of  iron  is  regarded  by  some  authors  as 
the  most  efficacious  of  all  remedies  in  chlorosis.  Dr.  Marshall  Hall 
recommends  a  pill  composed  of  equal  parts  (gr.  ij.)  of  the  sulphate  of 
iron  and  aloes,  to  be  taken  daily  at  dinner  tima  He  adds  that,  ac- 
cording to  his  experience,  it  is  ahnost  a  specific  The  bowels 
should  be  kept  freely  open  with  oL  ricini 

Amenorrhcba. — ^Dr.  Waring  observes:  "In  amenorrhcea,  it  is 
also  a  remedy  of  great  efficacy.  It  may  be  given  as  above,  or  in 
the  form  of  mist  ferri.  co." 

Leucorrh(ba. — In  this  malady.  Dr.  Churchill  advises  the  sul- 
phate, combined  with  pU.  hydrarg.  or  pil  rhei  co.  Under  its  con- 
tinued use,  the  digestive  organs  and  general  health  improved,  and 
the  discharge  diminished.  A  blister  to  the  sacrum  aids  otlier  treat- 
ment (W.) 

Cancer  of  the  Uterus. — In  this  disease.  Dr.  Ashwell  states 
(as  quoted  by  Dr.  W.)  that  a  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  iron  (  3  j. 
'-  3  jss.  ad.  aq.  oj.)  often  proves  beneficial  in  diminishing  the  quan- 
tity, odor,  and  acrimony  of  the  discharge. 


♦  Lancet,  Apr.,  1846. 
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Prolapsus  of  the  Bectum. — In  this  harassing  affection  the  daily 
use  of  an  injection  of  the  sulphate  (gr.  j.-ij.,  ad.  aq.  £  5  j.)  is  highly 
spoken  of  by  Mr.  Vincent*  He  states  that  perseverance  in  its  nse 
for  a  week  or  two  often  obviates  the  necessity  of  an  operation. 
(Waring.) 

In  PileSj  attended  with  much  haBmorrhage,  and  where  the  parts 
are  not  much  inflamed,  a  solution  (gr.  ij.-aq.  fl.  oz.  j.)  of  the  sulphate 
daily  injected,  is  of  great  service.  (Idem.)  Dr  Waring  is  very 
instructive  in  his  therapeutics  relative  to  this  agent,  the  remainder 
of  which  I  copy  for  the  occasion. 

"  In  Oardialgia,  Gastrodynia,  and  in  the  Ulceration  of  the  Stom- 
ach, the  following  formula  of  Dr.  Abercrombie  has  been  found 
very  effectual :  p.  ferri.  sidpk  gr.  ij.  aloes  gr.  j.-ij.  pulv.  cinnam. 
gr.  v.,  m.  ft.  pil.  ij.  ter  in  die  summend.  The  bowels  should  be 
careftdly  regulated  at  the  same  time. 

In  Milargement  of  the  Spleen,  the  sulpL  of  iron  is  a  remedy  of 
great  valua  CruveUhier  regards  the  salts  of  iron  as  a  specific  in 
hypertrophy  of  the  spleen,  or  in  chronic  splenitis,  and  he  states  by 
their  aid,  he  has  obtained  complete  resolution  of  enlaigement  of  the 
spleen,  which  has  occupied  half  or  even  two-thirds  of  the  abdo- 
'  men.     The  sulphate,  may  be  given  in  doses  of  gr.  vj.-x.  daily,  in 

combination  with  purgatives.  It  is  the  base  of  Shoolbred*s  pow- 
der, which  for  torty  years,  maintaiaed  a  high  character  in  India 
in  these  affections:  ^.  puL  jalapse,  p.  rheL,  p.  columbse,  potas. 
bitait,  aa  3j,  ferrL  sulph.,  3ss.  m.  ft;,  pulv.  Dose,  sufficient  to 
-open  the  bowels,  three  or  four  times  daily.  I  have  seen  the  best 
iecte  follow  a  somewhat  simUar  formui 

In  Intermittent  Fevers,  the  sulphate  of  iron  was  first  employed 
by  Dr.  Mare,  in  1808  ;  and  so  great  was  the  success  which  attended 
its  use,  that  M.  Corvisart  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  prac- 
tice. His  r^ort  was  most  favorable,  but  fi'om  some  unexplained 
♦cause,  it  fell  into  disuse.  I  have  employed  it  in  between  100  and 
•200  cases  of  ordinary  intermittents,  quotidian,  tertian,  and  quar- 
tan, such  as  occur  in  the  Tenasserim  Provinces,  and  in  upwards  of 
-two-thirds  of  the  cases  treated  by  it,  a  speedy  and  complete  cure 
resulted  It  also  proved  successful  in  some  cases  where  quinine 
had  previously  failed.     The  dose  employed  varied  from  gr.  viij.  to 

*  Bdin.  Mod.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  Jan.,  1849. 
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X.  daily,  in  divided  doses,  given  during  the  intermission.  It  has 
been  usually  exhibited  in  the  fonn  of  pill,  with  gr.  i-ij.  of  ext 
hyoscyami ;  or  in  solution,  with  infas.  quassiaa.  It  proved  most  suc- 
cessful in  anaemic  subjects,  and  in  those  with  evident  enlargement 
of  the  spleen.  A  low  diet  is  necessary ;  the  bowels  should  bo 
carefully  regulated,  and  all  acids  and  acidulous  fruits  avoided. 
The  last  point  requires  to  be  strictly  attended  to.  It  iis  a  remedy 
of  great  power  in  these  cases,  and  merits  a  further  trial.  It  is  in- 
admissible if  much  gastric  irritability  be  present,  or  where  the 
patient  be  stout  and  plethoric,  with  a  determination  of  blood  to 
the  head.  In  obstinate  cases  the  quantity  may  be  increased  to 
gr.  XX.  daily  in  divided  doses. 

In  Intermittent  Hemicrania^  the  internal  use  of  the  sulphate  in 
dijses  of  gr.  viij.-x,  daily,  either  alone  or  in  combination  with  ext 
hyoscyami,  is  occasionally  sufficient  to  eflFect  a  cure.  In  one  very 
obstinate  case,  when  quinine  &iled,  it  afforded  immediate  relief  in 
my  practice. 

In  Hypochondriasis^  the  sulphate  of  iron  is  very  efficacious.  It 
may  be  combined  with  gentian,  quinine,  or  henbane,  and  a  steady 
perseverance  in  its  use  has  been  found  attended  with  the  best  ef« 
fects.  It  is  inadmissible  in  highly  irritable  states  of  the  intestinal 
canal 

In  Hysteria  connected  with  debility,  the  sulphate,  in  doses  -.  of 
gr.  ij.,  night  and  morning,  ha«i  been  found  beneficial.  Dr.  Lay- 
cock  advises  the  following  pills:  9.  Ferri.  sulph.  gr.  xv.  puly, 
colocynth,  gr.  ij.  pil.  hyd-  gr.  xiL  ext  colchici.  acet  gr.  ix.  ext 
gent  gr.  xxx.  m.  ft.  piL  xij.  sunat  j.  ter  indie. 

In  Phthisis^  this  salt  is  highly  spoken  ol  by  Dr.  Elliotson,  who 
states,  that  in  doses  of  gr.  ij.-iij.  two  or  three  times  a  d^^y,  it  has 
apparently  checked  incipient  cases,  and  greatly  modified  all  the 
symptoms.     If  it  purges,  the  carbonate  may  be  substituted. 

In  JErysipelas,-^Ye\ipesiM  employed  the  sulphate  in  solution 
(3j  ad.  aq.  oj.)  as  an  external  application,  in  forty  cases.  In 
every  instance,  the  active  symptoms  were  subdued  in  from  twenty- 
four  to  forty-eight  hours.  Erratic  erysipelas,  however,  often  re- 
sisted its  action.  He  also  employed  an  ointment  ( 3  ij.  lard  5j-) 
but  it  was  not  so  efficacious  as  the  solution. 

To  Chancres  and  Venerial  Ulcers^  the  sulphate,  very  finely 
powdered  and  sprinkled  over  the  surface,  has  been  very  highly 
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spoken  of  as  a  means  of  destroying  the  syphilitic  character  of  the 
ulceration,  and  of  establishing  a  healthy  surface. 

Against  Worms  it  was  employed  in  the  time  of  Pliny,  who 
speaks  highly  of  its  anthelmintic  power,  and  Bcerhaave  employed 
it  with  great  success.  He  dissolved  gr.  xL  in  Oj.  of  water,  and 
gave  it  in  divided  doses  during  the  day. 

In  the  Chronic  stages  of  Hooping -Cough^  or  when  the  disease 
was  of  a  purely  nervous  character,  Dr.  Stanger  found  the  sulphate 
very  effectual. 

In  Neuralgia^  Dr.  Copland  speaks  favorably  of  this  salt,  and 
advises  its  combination  with  cinchona,  quinine,  and  other  medi- 
cines. 

Perchloride  of  Iron.  Solution  of  Perchloride  of  Iron. 
Medical  Properties  and  Action^ — Powerfully  astringent  and  styptic, 
cither  internally  or  externally.  M.  Delau  regards  it  as  the  most 
powerful  haemostatic  known,*  acting  as  a  modificator  of  living 
tissues  generally,  but  especially  of  mucous  membranes ;  hence  ita 
value  as  an  anti-syphilitic  and  anti-scrofulous  remedy. 

Therapeutic  \isiE:&.-Aneurisms. — In  1853,  many  of  the  French 
physicians  reported  cases  of  aneurisms  treated  successfully  by 
injecting  a  few  drops  of  a  saturated  solution  of  the  perchloride 
through  the  walls  of  the  artery.  Three  or  four  drops,  generally, 
were  suflScient  It  appears  from  the  reports  of  cases  thus  treated, 
that  some  were  cured,  some  made  worse,  and  some  died.  The 
practice  was  fraught  with  so  much  danger,  that  few  if  any  have 
recourse  to  it  at  the  present  The  treatment  of  varicose  veins  with 
this  agent  is  also  dangerous.  Instantaneous  death  has  been  the 
result  in  numerous  instances. f  One  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
Mr.  R  B.  Carter  :t 

Hospital  Garkjirene, — As  a  local  application  in  hospital  gangrene, 
this  agent  comes  recommended  by  high  authority,  and  is  said  to  be 
superior  to  the  mineral  acids.  The  pain  is  at  first  excessive,  but 
soon  subsides. 

Dt/§entery, — European  and  American  physicians  report  favorably 
of  the  use  of  this  remedy  in  dysentery.     Boudon,  as  quoted  by 


*  Ann.  do  Therap.,  1868,  p.  213. 

f  Waring,  p.  228. 

X  Med.  Times  and  Oaz!,  Sept  1863. 
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Waring,  obtained  excellent  effects  from  the  perchloride  (gutt  xij.- 
XXX.  in  water  and  syrup  in  the  twenty -four  hours.)  He  also  used 
it  (gutt  xij.-xxv.)  in  enemata,  combining  it  with  opium  if  there 
was  much  pain. 

2jona, — Dr.  Gressey*  recommends  the  application  of  a  concen- 
trated alcoholic  solution  of  this  agent,  at  any  time  during  its  evo- 
lution. 

Phthisis, — According  to  some  physicians,  the  perchloride  of  iron 
possesses  the  power  of  arresting  the  development  of  tubercle,  and 

at  the  same  time  changes  the  constitutional  condition  which  pre- 
cedes and  attends  such  development  Dr.  J.  Jones  regards  it  as 
more  or  less  beneficial  in  every  staga 

Urethritis^  acute  and  chronic.  This  medicine  is  favorably  report- 
ed of  internally  and  locally,  in  the  form  of  injection,  as  a  means  of 
■destroying  syphilitic  infection. 

Dr.  M.  Mackenzie,  as  quoted  by  W.,  has  recorded  a  case  of  syph- 
ilitic stenosis  of  the  larynx,  in  which  inhalation  of  a  "  pulverized 
solution "  of  perchloride  of  iron  (gr.  v.  ad.  f  5  J-)  ^^  followed 
by  most  satisfactory  results ;  all  cough  and  stridor  rapidly  disap- 
pearing. 

Iodide  of  IiiON.  Medical  Properties  and  Action, — ^This  com- 
bination is  indicated  as  a  tonic,  haematinic,  emmenagogue,  and 
•deobstruent  The  syrup  is  regarded  as  the  best  form  for  adminis- 
tration. It  is  said  to  sharpen  the  appetite  sometimes,  and  to  pro- 
mote digestion.  It  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys,  and  both  of  ite 
<X)nstituents  may  be  detected  in  the  urine.  It  possesses  the  prop- 
erties of  iron  and  iodine.  When  it  does  not  purge,  it  frequently 
-acts  as  a  diuretic. 

Ancemia, — Dr.  Tumbull  regards  this  as  one  of  the  best  of  tonics, 
where  it  does  not  prove  too  stimulating.  It  is  said  to  promote  the 
secretions  more  than  any  other  ferruginous  preparation.  It  may 
be  used  with  advantage  in  most  cases  of  anaemia. 

Syphilis^  (secondary.) — According  to  the  testimony  of  Drs. 
Thomson  and  Eicord,  this  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  secondary  syph- 
ilis, occurring  in  debilitated  and  scrofulous  subjecta  Dr.  Waring 
mentions  favorably  of  its  use  in  this  disea^,  and  remarks  that 
"mercurials  in  Qwexj  form  should  be  carefully  avoided." 


*  Med.  Times  and  Gaz. 
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ScrofulcL — ^Dr.  Warren  regards  the  iodide  of  iron  as  a  powerfiil 
and  efficacious  remedy  in  scrofulous  enlargement  of  the  lymphatic 
glands,  in  tabes  mesenterica,  and  other  forms  of  the  disease  attended 
with  debility  and  emaciation. 

Phthisis, — ^Dupasquier  strongly  advised  this  remedy  in  phthisis,* 
and  states  that  in  some  apparently  hopeless  cases,  it  effected  a  perfect 
cure,  and  that  it  always  produced  amelioration  for  shorter  or  longer 
tima  Louis  is  reported  as  having  given  it  a  fair  trial  with  un&r 
vorable  results.  Dr.  Cotton  gives  a  summary  account  of  his  ex- 
perience with  this  agent  in  phthisis,  as  follows :  1.  Syrup  of  the 
iodide  of  iron,  in  doses  of  f  3  j  twice  or  thrice  daily,  occasionally 
produces  headache,  with  some  dyspeptic  symptoms,  but  for  the 
most  part  it  agrees  very  well  mth  consumptive  patients.  2.  Al- 
though very  far  fix)m  exhibiting  a  specific  effect,  it  nevertheless 
seems  to  act  very  beneficially  in  a  feir  number  of  consumptive 
cases,  especially  when  the  disease  is  only  in  an  early  stagei  8. 
Under  its  influence  tiie  patient's  weight  is  generally  increased.  It 
may  be  advantageously  combined  with  cod  liver  oil.f 

Amenorrhcea  und  Dysmenorrhxza,  — Many  physicians  speak 
highly  of  the  value  of  this  remedy  in  amenorrhcea  and  dysmenor- 
rhoea;  among  whom  Drs.  Tumbull,  Williams,  Thompson  and 
Ranting,  should  be  noticed.  They  recommend  this  agent  partic- 
ularly when  these  affections  occur  in  women  of  a  scrofulous  dia- 
thesis. A  return  of  the  catamenia,  is  said,  in  jnany  instances, 
Bpeedily  to  follow  its  usa  Dr.  Tumbull  is  quoted  by  authors  as 
good  authority  on  this  subject  He  considers  that  it  possesses  a 
directly  stimulating  action  on  the  uterua 

Chlorosis. — When  this  malady  is  accompanied  by  much  torpor 
of  the  system,  and  where  none  of  the  symptoms  referable  to  par- 
ticular organs  are  very  marked,  the  iodide  is  often  speedily  effica.- 
cious.     (Waring.) 

Organic  Disease  of  the  Ovaries. — Dr.  Copland  :|:  states,  that  in 
this  affection,  the  iodide  has  appeared  to  him  to  act  most  benefici- 
ally. He  also  reports  favorably  of  its  use  in  ovarian  dropsy.  It 
should  be  used  internally  and  externally. 


*  Jour,  de  Pharm.,  March,  1841. 

\  Waring. 

X  Diet.  Pract  Med.  v.  1,  p.  666. 
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l/iveTj  Chronic  Diseases  of. — This  agent  is  said,  occasionally,  to 
be  productive  of  great  benefit  in  chronic  diseases  of  the  liver.  Dr. 
Venables  *  speaks  highly  of  its  efficacy,  and  advises  it  to  be  com- 
menced in  doses  of  gr.  j.,  thrice  daily,  and  gradually  increased, 
wheii  the  symptoms  warrant  it,  to  gr.  x ;  but  it  is  seldom  that  so 
large  a  dose  will  be  required.     (W.) 

Diabetes, — ^Dr.  Waring  observes,  that  in  diabetes,  "the  iodide 
promises  to  be  a  remedy  of  great  value.  It  should  be  commenced 
in  small  doses,  and  persevered  in  for  a  long  period,  associating  wifli 
it  a  diet  of  light  animal  food,  and  cruciferus  vegetables." 

Albuminuria, — In  this  disease,  the  iodide  of  iron  is  reported  to 
have  occasionally  proved  highly  serviceable,  and  that  it  is  particu- 
larly indicated  in  old,  broken-down  constitutions.  Dr.  W — .  re- 
marks, that  "  in  one  case  a  complete  cure  was  effected  by  its  means, 
in  doses  of  gr.  -j-,  gradually  increased  to  gr.  j,  daily." 

Many  more  diseases  could  be  mentioned  in  which  this  agent  has 
been  reported  valuable,  such  as  catarrh  of  the  uterus,  leucorrhoea, 
chronic  rheumatism,  chronic  cutaneous  diseases,  atonic  dyspepsia. 
&c.,  but  a  sufficient  number  have  been  instanced  to  show  its  great 
value  in  the  treatment  of  many,  not  decided  by  anaemic. 

Pernitrate  of  Iron. — Med.  Prop,  and  Action. —  Astringent 
pnd tonic  in  doses  of  m.  x.-fl.  3  j.  in  water;  diluted,  it  has  also 
been  used  as  an  enema,  and  injection,     (W.) 

Uses. — Diarrhea. — ^In  the  diarrhoea  of  children,  its  efficacy  has 
been  estabhshed  by  Mr.  Kerr,f  Prof.  Graves  and  many  others.  It 
may  be  given  in  doses  of  a  few  drops,  according  to  the  age  of  the 
child,  and  it. may  be  employed  in  the  form  of  enema,  (drops,  x.- 
xij).     It  appears  to  be  a  safe  and  efficient  remedy. 

Hceftnorrkage. — Dr.  Waring  observes,  p.  293,  "In  exhausting 
haemorrhage,  whether  from  the  lungs,  stomach,  kidneys,  or  uterus, 
this  preparation  is  reported  to  be  very  efficacious.  It  requires  to 
be  given  in  large  doses,  from  fl.  3  ss.-fl.  3  j. 

In  chronic  bronchitis,  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  gleet,  pyrosis,  men- 
orrhagia,  and  leucorrhoea,  Mr.  Postgate:|:  employed  it  with  signal 
benefit     He  states,  that  in  all  diseases  attended  with  much  debility, 

*  Lje.  Pract.  Med.,  vol.  iv,  p.  261. 

f  Edin.  Med  and  Surg.  Jour.,  yol.  37,  p.  99. 

%  Med.  Times,  yoL  18,  p.  171. 
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ptofojbe  dischages  from  the  mucous  surfaces,  and  where  tonics  and 
astringents  are  indicated,  he  has  found  this  remedy,  in  doses  of 
gutt  x.~xv.  thrice  daily,  very  advantageous. 

Citrate  of  Iron  and  Ammonia. — Medical  Properties  and  Ac- 
tion,— ^A  mild  and  valuable  tonic  and  blood-restorer,  in  doses  of 
gr.  v.-x.,  in  solution.  Waring  says  that  it  is  particularly  adapted 
for  children,  and  for  those  cases  where  the  stomach  is  too  irritable 
to  bear  the  more  powerful  salts,  as  it  is  devoid  of  any  unpleasant 
taste,  possesses  scarcely  any  astringency,  and  its  properties  are  ex- 
tremely mild  and  unirritatiDg.  It  is  the  most  preferable  of  all  the 
tnild  salts  of  iron. 

Uses. — In  debility  after  exhausting  diseases,  and  in  the  anaemic 
states  of  children,  the  ammonio-citrate  of  iron  (skys  Dr.  Waring) 
is  a  valuable  and  efficacious  remedy. 

It  is  particularly  indicated,  he  says,  when  the  stomach  is  irrita- 
ble, when  it  may  be  advantageously  combined  with  infiis.  columbae. 

In  ScToJuhus  Affections  of  Chilcfren^  tabes  mesenterica,  &c.,  the 

•  ammonio-citrate   is  eminently  servicable.     Striking  benefits  often 

result  fix)m  it,  esp^ially  in  mesenteric  disease.     To  a  child  of  three 

^  years  old,  gr.  ij.  may  be  given,  twice  or  thrice  daily.     (W.)    In 

dyspepsia,  occurring  in  scrofulous  subjects,  it  is  often  productive 

of  the  best  effects.  • 

Citrate  of  Iron  and  Quinia. — Medical  Properties  and  Action, 
— Blood-restorative,  tonic,  and  anti-periodic.  This  salt  combines 
the  effects  of  iron  and  quinia  It  may  be  given  in  the  form  of  a 
pill,  or  in  solution,  in  doses  of  from  three  to  ten  grains,  or  mora 

Tartarated  Iron. — Medical  Properties  and  Action. — Tonic  and 
diuretic,  anthelmintic  in  large  doses.  It  is  a  mild  and  efficient  salt 
}  with  very  slight  taste,  and  is  well  adapted  for  childi^en.     It  may 

be  prescribed  with  alkalies.  Dose,  as  a  tonic  and  diuretic,  gr.  v.- 
gr.  XX. ;  as  an  anthelmintic,  gr.  xxx.-lx. 

Uses. — ^In  dropsy  and  anasarca.  Dr.  Darwell,  as  quoted  by  Dr. 
Waring,  states  that  he  found  this  salt  very  efficacious,  acting  at 
the  same  time  as  a  tonic  and  diuretic.  He  adds,  it  affords  a  great 
amount  of  relief,  in  those  cases  of  anasarca  which  are  connected 
with  disturbed  action  of  the  heart,  and  in  which  it  would  be  dan- 
^rous  to  give  any  stimulating  tonia 

Against  Worms. — ^Dr.  Thompson  found  tartarized  iron  act  par- 
ticularly fitvorably,  as  a  corroborant  anthelmintic,  in  womto  and 
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childreiL  He  directs  the  bowels  to  be  first  cleared  out  with  calo- 
mel and  scammony,  and  then  administer  the  salt  in  doses  of  3  ss. 
-  3  j.  in  solution,  thrice  daily.  He  states  that  he  found  this  treat- 
ment very  effectual.     (W.) 

Phagedenic  Chancres, — ^Mr.  Acton,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Waring,  re- 
lies on  this  salt,  given  internally,  in  moderate  and  increasing  doses. 
A  solution  is  also  applied  to  the  sora  Ricord  first  proposed  this 
treatment 

Phthisis. — L  EL  Spender,*  on  the  ground  that  it  may  be  given 
with  alkalies,  recommended  this  salt  in  phthisia 

He  thinks  alkalies  indicated  in  this  disease,  by  the  undue  acid- 
ity of  the  stomach. 

Having  devoted  so  much  time  to  the  Haematinics,  the  20th  order* 
of  Haematics,  I  shall  bring  this  paper  to  a  close  by  referring  to  the- 
order  Spansemics,  agents  which  diminish  the  amount  of  the  solidi 
constituents  of  the  blood,  especially  the  fibrin  and  the  corpuscles,, 
and  thus  give  rise  to  that  condition  of  the  circulating  fluid,  called 
by  Simon  spanaemia,  or  poverty  of  the  blood.  (Pereira.)  The 
medicines  which  produce  this  effect  upon  the  blood,  according  to, 
Pereira,  by  Wood,  p.  976,  are  mineral  and  vegetable  acids,  alkalies,, 
alkaline  and  earthy  salts,  iodine  and  iodide  of  potassium,  bromide ^ 
of  potassium,  tartarated  antimony,  mercury,  calomel,  &c. 

Much  might  be  said  relative  to  spanaemics,  but  that  ordei:- 
must  be  deferred  to  some  future  issue  of  the  JoumaL 
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OK    RESPIRATION. 


RY  PROF.    H.    DTTSSA0CB. 


Every  one  is  acquainted  with  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  act, 
of  respiration,  and  it  does  not  require  a  medical  knowledge  to. 
know  that  the  lungs  constitute  the  organ  by  which  that  important 
function  is  executed  by  man  and  animals  with  warm  blood.    There 
are  two  acts  of  respiration,  viz :  to  inspire  a  certain  quantity  of  air^ 

■III  ■       ■  '    '    ■  -    ■      .  .m  .   !■■   II      i  ■  II  I       I ■  ■•  ■    I  ■  n        11  1        III         I  I  _ 

*  Med  Times  and  Gaz.  Feb.  6,  1864. 


On  Respiration.  17 

which  enters  in  the  lungs,  and  afterwards  to  expel  it ;  these  two  . 
operations  are  effected  with  the  help  of  alternative  movements,  the 
action  of  which  is  continued ;  so  soon  as  they  shall  cease,  even 
during  the  shortest  time,  "the  animal  will  perish. 

Eespiration  can  not  be  performed  in  a  place  deprived  of  air ; 
even,  it  will  stop  if  the  quantity  of  air  be  too  limited,  or  if  that 
fluid  be  too  rarified.  The  proof  is  demonstrated  by  placing  an  an- 
imal in  fall  life,  under  the  receiver  of  a  ^cwTTia^mocAiwc;  as^ 
soon  as  a  part  of  the  air  of  the  receiver  is  exhausted,  the  ani- 
mal grows  weaker,  loses  his  strength,  makes  frequent  aspirations, 
and  very  soon  dies. 

Any  gas,  but  the  air,  can  be  used  in  the  act  of  respiration ;  pure 
oxygen  though  is  too  active,  and  the  other  fluids  are  poisonous, 
or  suffocative ;  carbonic  acid  exemplifies  the  one,  and  nitrogen 
the  other ;  but  in  the  air,  oxygen  alone,  is  essential  to  life,  for 
animals  are  soon  suffocated  when  they  breathe  too  long  a  time  the 
same  air,  for  the  reason  that  the  proportion  of  oxygen  diminishes 
all  the  while  without  being  renewed. 

In  consequence,  it  is  necessary  that  the  atmosphere  be  pure, 
and  that  the  principles  of  the. air  do  not  experience  any  change  in 
their  proportions,  to  permit  the  vital  functions  to  perform  their  nor- 
mal oflSce.  Unhappily,  this  is  not  often  the  case ;  the  impurity 
of  the  air,  is  met  principally  in  buildings  in  which  certain  metals  are 
worked,  in  those  in  which  organic  matters  are  treated,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  sewers,  etc.,  etc.,  because  in  these  different  lo- 
calities, the  air  is  saturated  with  peculiar  gases,  or  pestilential  va- 
pors, which  exercise  disastrous  effects  on  persons  obliged  to  stay 
in  them  for  a  certain  length  of  time. 

There  is  too  much  negleet  of  the  means  of  diminishing  the  bad 
effects  of  our  air  vitiated  with  deleterious  principles,  and  to  restore 
to  it  its  primitive  purity.  In  the  construction  of  our  houses,  work- 
shops, hospitals,  theatres,  churches,  etc.,  we  generally  never  take 
notice  of  the  indispensable  conditions  for  a  thorough  purification 
of  the  air.  We  think  it  useful  therefore,  to  make  known  the  princi- 
ples which  ought  to  guide  us  in  these  circumstances. 

Lavoisier  and  Seguin  estimated  the  quantity  of  oxygen  con- 
sumed by  one  man  in  24  hours  to  be  755  cubic  decimeters,  or  litres ; 
this  result  agrees  with  that  Lavoisier  obtained  in  his  last  experi- 

ODQients,  before  his  execution,  the  8th  of  May,  1794. 
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Other  chemists  carried  the  number  to  860  litres  of  absorbed 
oxygen,  consequently,  since  oxygen  forms  the  0.21  of  the  atmos- 
phere, it  follows  that  one  man  destroys  in  one  day,  or  renders  un- 
able to  entertain  the  combustion  and  respiration,  nearly  5  cubic 
metres  of  atmospheric  air.  But  it  has  been  ascertained  that  this 
fluid  becomes  suffocative  when  it  contains  about  10  per  cent  of 
carbonic  acid,  and  even  it  is  dangerous  to  breathe  it  before  it  has 
obtained  that  degree  of  impurity.  We  can,  without  exoggeralaon, 
carry  to  25  cubic  metres  the  quantity  of  air  one  man  renders  un- 
healthy in  the  space  of  ^24  hours. 

But  to  the  prejudicial  influence  of  respiration  on  the  air,  we  must 
add  that  due  to  some  other  causes,  such  as  our  lights,  etc  Experi- 
ment has  taught  us  that  one  candle,  (6  to  1  pound),  by  example, 
requires  for  its  combustion,  68  grammes  of  oxygen  per  hour,  which 
represent  840  cubic  decimeters  of  air;  a  stearic  acid  candle  requires 
86  grammes  of  oxygen,  or  435  cubic  decimeters  of  air ;  a  good 
lamp  oil,  336  grammes,  or  1680  cubic  decimeters  of  air. 

If  we  also  keep  an  account  of  the  air  necessary  for  the  combus- 
tion of  the  materials  used  for  fuel,  we  see  how  great  must  be  the 
renewing  of  the  air  in  the  case  where  a  single  person,  a  singfe 
light,  and  one  fire  are  in  the  same  room.  But  if  several  persons, 
and  many  lights  are  together  in  the  same  apartment,  the  multipli- 
city of  causes  of  the  deterioration  of  the  air,  increases  the  necessity 
of  ventilation. 

Observation  has  made  known  that  not  to  be  inconvenienced  du- 
ring the  act*  of  respiration,  it  requires  at  least  from  6  to  10  cubic 
metres  of  air  per  hour,  for  every  individual.  According  to  that 
rule,  that  a  single  person  may  not  feel  indisposed  in  a  room  well 
closed,  in  which  he  is  to  remain  24  hours,  it  is  requisite  that  the 
room  should  contain  fk>m  144  to  240  cubic  metres  of  air.  In  or- 
der that  the  atmosphere  in  any  apartment  may  continually  be  in 
its  normal  state,  the  introduction  and  exit  of  that  air  must  be  reg- 
tdated  in  the  proportion  of  100  litres  per  minute  for  every  per- 
son living  in  the  apartment 

The  following  facts  demonstrate  the  importance  of  a  good  v^i- 
tilation :  In  the  hospital  of  the  Maternity,  Dublin,  there  died  in 
four  years,  2944  children,  to  7650  (33.48  per  cent.),  during  the  first 
three  weeks  of  their  birth.  It  was  thought  that  such  a  fearful  mor- 
talitjr  was  due  to  the  want  of  pure  air  in  the  rooms,  consequenUy,  the 
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aaa^ns  of  ventilatioii  were  improved,  and  the  mortality  was  reduced 
^  279 ;  (3.64  per  cent)  It  is  apparent  from  this  fact,  that  out  of 
the  2944  children  who  died  in  the  four  preceding  years,  2655  per- 
ished for  the  want  of  air. 

Thus,  it  is  indispensable  to  have  in  all  our  habitations,  and 
iprincipally  in  places  where  many  meet,  a  good  system  of  ventila- 
iion,  by  which  we  only  mean  the  establishment  of  a  convenient  ap- 
paratus, whereby  the  noxious  elements  may  be  constantly  replaced 
by  pure  air.  Nothing  is  more  simple ;  it  is  sufficient  to  heat  the 
vitiated  air,  by  forcing  it  to  pass  through  a  tube  heated  directly  by 

I  a  lamp,  or  by  the  neighborhood  of  a  chimney  used  for  some  other 

purposes.  The  air  becoming  lighter,  as  fast  as  its  temperature  raises, 
-escapes  by  the  passage  which  conducts  it  out  of  the  room,  and  de- 
termines an  afflux  of  cold  air  by  all  the  openings  which  exist  in 
the  rooms.     That  disposition  is  called  an  appel  system. 

The  enormous  quantity  of  oxygen  which  is  all  the  time  absorbed 
from  the  atmosphere,  by  the  respiration  of  living  beings,  might 
cause  some  fear  that  a  day  will  come  when  this  fluid  would  be  ex- 
hausted, but  calculation  shows,  that  even  by  exaggerating  the  de- 
terioration, it  would  require  not  less  than  800,000  years  for  aU  ani- 
mals living  at  the  surface  of  the  globe,  to  make  the  oxygen  disap- 
pear entirely,  consequently,  if  we  suppose  the  analysis  of  the  air 
made  in  1800,  and  that  during  all  the  century,  the  plants  had  stop- 
ped to  function,  aU  the  animals  continuing  to  live,  the  analysistsin 
1900  will  find  the  oxygen  of  the  air  diminished  only  of  ^  of  its 
weight,  a  quantity  unaccessible  to  our  most  delicate  means  of  ob- 
servation, and  which  would  have  no  influence  on  the  lives  of  oi^- 
ganized  bodies. 

?  The  oxygqn  of  the  air  which  is  consumed  by  animals,  is  con- 

verted into  water  and  carbonic  acid,  and  is  restored  to  the  atmos- 

I  phere  by  the  plants  which  decompose  these  two  bodies. 

The  air  which  surrounds  us  weighs  as  much  as  581,000  cubes 
of  copper,  of  a  size  of  one  kilometer,  its  oxygen  weighs  as  much 
as  134,000  of  those  same  cubes ;  supposing  the  earth  to  be  inhabi- 
ted by  one  thousand  million  of  men,  and  an  animal  population 
equivalent  to  three  millions  of  men,  we  shall  find  that  the  whole 
will  consume  in  one  century  a  weight  of  oxygen  equal  to  15  or 
16  cubic  kilometers  of  copper,  while  the  air  contains  134,000. 
It  would  require,  therefore,  10,000  years  for  all  those  men  and  ani- 
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mals  to  produce  on  the  air  an  effect  sensible  to  tlie  analysis,  on  the 
(Supposition,  even,  that  the  vegetable  life  be  suspended 

The  conditions  indispensable  for  respiration  being  known,, 
let  us  examine  the  manner  in  which  air  intervenes  in  that  import- 
ant act,  and  first  we  must  well  establish  the  essential  object,  na- 
ture has  prepared,  by  making  that  function  the  first  cause  of  vi- 
tality. 

When  the  blood,  so  ingeniously  called  hyBorden,  flowing  meatf 
on  account  of  its  play  in  the  economy,  has  traveled  through  the 
arteries,  and  has  thus  carried  life  to  all  parts  of  the  body,  it  comes 
back  to  the  heart  by  the  veins ;  during  the  journey,  its  property 
and  nature  have  been  changed,  fi-om  red  it  has  become  brown,  and 
is  no  longer  fit  for  assimilation ;  and  it  is  only  by  experiencing 
new  modifications  in  the  lungs,  by  the  influence  of  the  air,  that  it 
comes  back  to  the  stateof  arterial  blood,  and  can  be  used  anew  for 
the  nutrition  of  the  organs. 

An  examination  of  the  alterations  air  experiences  by  the  res- 
piration of  an  animal,  will  enable  us  to  appreciate  the  manner  this 
fluid  acts  on  the  venous  blood.  It-  is  what  Priestley,  Scheele,  Lav- 
oisier, and  Laplace  have  told  us.  Before  their  day  this  subject  had 
not  been  investigated.  They  ascertained,  and  their  opinion  has 
been  confirmed  since,  that  the  ejected  air  contains  more  aqueous 
vapors,  less  oxygen,  and  more  carbonic  acid  than  the  breathed  air, 
lastly,  that  the  volume  of  the  ejected  air  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
the  breathed  air,  Lavoisier  and  Laplace,  from  these  facts,  deduc- 
ed the  conclusion  that,  as  soon  as  the  venous  blood  comes  in  con- 
tact with  .the  air  in  the  thousand  httle  veins  of  the  lungs,  oxygen 
unites  with  a  part  of  its  carbon  and  hydrogen  to  form  carbonic  acid 
and  water, which  new  products  are  soon  ejected  by  the  contraction  of 
the  lungs,  and  that  venous  blood  thus  deprived  of  a  part  of  car- 
bon and  hydrogen,  recovers  all  of  the  properties  of  arterial  blood. 

That  theory  is  very  simple,  the  essential  phenomenon  consists 
in  a  true  combustion,  and,  as  Lavoisier  so  justly  savs :  "Respi- 
ration is  nothing  but  a  slow  combustion,  similar  in  the  whole  to 
that  of  a  burning  candle ;  and  animals  while  breathing  are  real 
combustible  bodies  which  bum  and  consume.  In  the  respiration, 
as  in  the  combustion,  it  is  the  air  which  furnishes  the  oxygen  and 
the  caloric,  but  as  in  the  respiration,  it  is  the  substance  of  the  ani- 
mal, the  blood,  which  fiimishes  the  combustible ;  if  animals  were  not 
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lepairing  by  the  food,  what  they  lost  by  respiration,  like  a  lamp, 
the  oil  would  be  missing,  and  the  animal  life  would  be  extinguish- 

It  has  also  been  ascertained  that  besides  water  and  carbonic  acid, 
animals  exhale,  constantly,  nitrogen,  which  element  is  introduced 
into  the  system  in  the  lood,  and  that  nitrogen  of  the  air  does  not 
take  any  part  in  the  act  of  respiration  and  nutrition,  that,  conse- 
quently, air  is  never  a  food  for  man  and  animals,  that  it  only  fur- 
nishes its  oxygen  to  bum  the  excess  of  carbon  and  hydrogen  ac- 
•cumulated  by  the  food  in  the  venous  blood. 

One  of  the  remarkable  effects  of  the  respiration  on  animals,  is 
the  husbanding  of  that  heat  necessary  fortheir  existence,  and  which 
is  generally  superior  to  that  of  the  "  eleinenf^  in  which  they  liva 
John  Davy,  who  made  numerous  experiments  on  the  temperature 
of  the  bodies  of  different  animals,  has  shown  that  birds  have  a 
temperature  the  most  elevated,  since  it  reaches  109°4  F. ;  the 
mamimiferous  occupy  the  second  rank,  then  the  amphibious,  and 
fishes ;  then  the  mollusques,  crustaceae  and  insects.  The  latter 
class  have  sensibly  the  temperature  of  the  "  elemenr  in  which  they 
Ilyg^  in  the  fishes  it  is  only  four  degrees  higher.  That  of  man 
is  about  98°6  F.   in  all  climates. 

This  disengagement  of  heat  in  the  bodies  of  animals,  is,  every- 
where, and  in  all  circumstances,  the  consequence  of  the  combustion 
•of  the  carbon  and  hydrogen  of  the  food,  or  of  the  blood,  by  the 
oxygen  of  the  air.  The  most  constant  characteristic  of  animality 
resides  in  that  inside  combustion,  and  in  the  development  of  car- 
bonic acid,  which  is  its  consequence. 

Some  modem  physiologists  have  announced  that  a  part  of  the 
animal  heat  has  another  spring  than  the  respiration ;  but  the  theory 
of  Lavoisier  and  Laplace,  which  attributes  to  this  act  all  the  heat 
produced  by  animals,  is  yet  the  more  probable  opinion,  and  is  the 
one  adopted  by  the  most  distinguished  men  of  our  epoch. 
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TRANSACTIONS   OF   THE  AMERICAN   DENTAL 

ASSOCIATION. 


We  make  the  following  extract  from  the  Transactions  of  the  Ameri- 
can Dental  Assoeiation : — 
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In  England,  among  what  are  called  the  refined  classes,  the  teeth  are- 
bad  ;  while  among  the  peasantry  they  are  good.  The  difference  in  diel 
affords  a  sufficient  explanation. 

In  Lesser  Asia,  where  the  diet  is  mainly  milk,  eggs,  figs,  et<3.,  Hip- 
pocrates tells  us  they  have  fine  teeth. 

In  Central  Africa,  north  of  the  equator,  the  barbarous  practice  of 
filing  the  teeth  prevails ;  but  in  other  parts  of  Central  Africa,  where 
this  is  not  done,  we  are  told  by  Pritchard,  the  teeth  are  good. 

The  Nubians,  according  to  Burkhardt,  have  simple  habits  and  good 
teeth. 

In  the  western  portions  of  South  Africa,  the  inhabitants  are  well 
made  and  have  good  teeth. 

In  different  parts  of  Asia,  where  rice  and  other  cereals  constitute  the- 
principal  food,  the  inhabitants  have  fine  teeth. 

The  Tartars,  according  to  Erhmann,  are  of  middle  stature,  with  oval 
heads,  regular  features,  small  eyes,  nose  and  lips  thin,  with  teeth  strong 
and  white. 

Between  Hindostan  and  China,  the  teeth  are  blackened  by  chewing  a 
mixture  of  lime,  catechu,  etc.,  and  present  a  very  disgusting  appearance. 

Baron  Larry  tells  us  that  in  Eastern  Arabia,  the  inhabitants  have- 
beautiful  white  teeth.  He  tells  us  also,  that  the  Egyptians  have  large 
jaws,  moderate^alveola,  and  fine,  white  teeth,  and  that  they  use  but  little 
animal  food. 

A  missionary  tells  us  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Society  Islands  are 
of  middle  stature ;  that  they  always  have  their  complement  of  teeth, 
except  in  extreme  old  age,  and  that  these  teeth,  though  large,  are  very 
white — seldom  discolored  from  any  cause. 

The  New  Zealanders  vary  in  color  from  a  deep  orange  to  black,  and 
there  is  a'corresponding  variety  of  features.  The  teeth  are  broad,  white, 
and*well  set.  One  author  tells  us  that  in  old  persons  they  are  much 
worn  down,  and  have  a  peculiar  structure,  referring  probably  to  the 
filling  of  the  pulp  cavities  with  secondary  dentine.  In  districts  where 
warm  sulphur  springs  abound,  the  enamel  is  yellow. 

In  some  of  the  islands  of  the  Pacific,  the  inhabitants  live  principally 
on  cocoanuts,  banyans,  etc. ;  and  they  are  characterized  by  strong  fea- 
tures, sharp  noses,  large  black  eyes,  large  mouths,  and  fine  white  teeth. 

The  Fejee  Islanders  and  the  Australians  were  also  described  as  Iftr- 
ing  good  teeth. 

He  quoted  from  "  Morton  on  American  Skulls,"  and  from  Capt. 
Cook  and  others,  to  show  that  the  native  races  of  America  hare  good 


Seketions.  23 

teeth ;  but  to  follow  him  as  minutely  here  as  our  notes  would  enable  us 
to  do,  would  lengthen  our  report  beyond  what  is  intended. 

He  next  referred  to  the  United  States,  where,  he  said,  we  have  a 
mixed  population,  so  assimilated  in  features  and  manners  that  the  his- 
torian will  notice  us  as  one  race ;  and  how  difibrent  the  record  of  the 
jaws  and  teeth !  How  often  we  fmd  contracted  jaws  over-crowded  with 
deformed  or  badly  developed  teeth !  And  so  terrible  are  the  ravages 
of  disease  among  these  organs,  that  20,000,000  are  lost  per  annum! 

Humboldt  speaks  of  the  peasantry  of  a  mountain  region  having  tine 
tfiet]i,  "like  all  nations  that  lead  a  very  simple  life.'*  Tlieso  peasants 
had  not  changed  the  proportions  of  nutriment  in  the  "  staff  of  life,"  as 
is  done  in  the  bolting  of  flour ;  but  they  use  the  entire  grain.  They 
have  another  advantage  in  plenty  of  out-door  exorcise,  which  enabled 
them  to  appropriate  the  necessary  food. 

He  thought  we  ought  to  leAm  from  the  book  of  nature,  thus  spread 
Out  before  us,  and  cease  the  disastrous  practice  of  separating  the  mineral 
elements  from  our  staff  of  life.  But  the  results  in  the  way  of  defective 
teeth  were  not  so  astonishing,  he  said,  when  we  take  into  consideration 
the  extent  of  the  means  and  agencies  employed  in  thus  deteriorating  the 
food.  In  1860  there  were  13,868  mills  in  the  United  States,  employing 
27,626  men,  who  received  in  wages  $8,721,391.  All  this  power  and 
capital  are  employed  in  destroying  the  proper  and  natural  proportion 
of  nutrient  materials  in  that  which  forms  the  chief  article  of  our  diet. 
And  this  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  reasons  of  the  greater  amount 
of  dental  decay  found  here,  than  is  observable  elsewhere.  The  potter 
can  not  make  a  pot  without  clay  ;  nor  can  the  constitution  build  up  bony 
tissue  unless  furnished  with  bone-making  material  in  the  food. — Dental 
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Btphi&ms  CoMMeaiicATSD  BY  THB  MouTR. — In  an  interesting  letter 
PariiB,  on  the  general  pathology  of  syphilis,  published  in  St  Louis 
iM*  <mui  Smrff.  J»inr.,  Dr.  S.  H.  Frazer  writes :  ^'  It  is  well  known 
no^w  thU  syphiUs  does  not  transmit  itself  at  a  distahoe,  but  it  may  ba 
oommwrncated  thsfo«^  the  mediation  of  eertaui  objects,  as  in  the  caae 
iof  the  tube  in  the  gfatss  Aetory,  reported  by  Mr.  Rollet.     Many  persons 
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%AYe  been  infected  by  using  pipes,  drinking  glasses,  spoons,  and  forks 
which  had  been  used  by  those  who  had  the  disease.  Mr.  Bellehomme 
-mentions  the  case  of  a  whole  family  contracting  syphilis  by  using  the 
isame  soup-spoon,  their  poverty  rendering  this^  necessary.  Contagion 
by  the  mouth  is  most  frequently  a  reciprocation  between  nurse  and 
x^hild.  If  the  nurse,  for  example,  has  mucous  patches  upon  the  nipples, 
the  child  that  she  suckles  will  contract  syphilis  of  the  mouth  ;  and  here, 
as  ever,  the  initial  symptom  will  be  an  indurated  chancre.  If  on  the 
contrary,  the  child  has  secondary  accidents  of  the  mouth,  syphilis  will 
be  transmitted  to  the  nurse,  and  will  make  its  debut  on  her  by  a  chan- 
cre on  the  nipple.  There  are  other  modes  of  immediate  contagion,  such 
as  the  transmission  of  the  virus  by  bites,  suction  of  the  breast,  and  by 
cuts  or  scratches  of  the  fingers  among  acouchers,  surgeons  and  mid- 
wives." — Idem. 

"  Hypodermic  Injection. — ^The  Committee  of  the  Royal  Medical  and 
Chirurgical  Society  have  presented  their  report  on  this  subject.  The 
result  of  their  investigations  is  not  very  conclusive,  although  they  have 
experimented  with  a  great  variety  of  agents — Aconitine,  Morphine, 
Atrophine,  Strychnine,  Quinia,  Conia,  Podophyllin,  Iodide  of  Potassi- 
um, Battley's  Sedative,  Prussic  Acid,  Colocynth,  Aloes,  and  the  Cala- 
bar Bean.     The  decisions  they  arrived  at  are  as  follows  : 

"  1.  That,  as  a  general  rule,  only  clear  neutral  solutions  of  drugs 
should  be  injected,  for  such  solutions  rarely  produce  local  irritation. 
2.  That  whether  drugs  be  injected  under  the  skin,  or  administered  by 
the  mouth  or  rectum,  their  chief  physiological  and  therapeutical  effects 
are  the  same  in  kind,  though  varying  in  degree.  3.  But  that  symptoms 
are  observed  to  follow  the  subcutaneous  injection  of  some  drugs  which 
are  absent  when  they  are  administered  by  the  other  methods,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  certain  unpleasant  symptoms  which  are  apt  to  follow 
the  introduction  of  the  drugs  by  the  mouth  and  rectum  are  not  usually 
experienced  when  such  drugs  are  injected  under  the  skin.  4.  That,  as 
a  general  rule,  to  which,  however,  there  may  be  exceptions,  clear,  neu- 
tral solutions  of  drugs,  introduced  subcutaneously,  are  more  rapidly 
absorbed  and  more  intense  in  their  effects  than  when  introduced  by  the 
rectum  or  the  mouth.  5.  That  no  difference  has  been  observed  in  the 
effects  of  a  drug  subcutaneously  injected,  whether  it  be  introduced  near 
to,  or  at  a  distance  from,  the  parts  affected.  6.  Jliat  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  this  method  of  introducing  drugs  are — (a)  rapidity  of 
action;  (b)  itensity  of  effect;  (c)  economy  of  material;  {d)  certainty 
of  action;  (e)  facility  of  introduction  in  certain  cases;  (/)  with  some 
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•drugs  the  avoidance  of  unpleasant  symptoms.  This  plan,  therefore,  la 
most  likely  to  be  adopted  where  very  rapid  and  decided  effects  are  re- 
quired from  drugs  which  are  operative  in  small  doses." — Th0  Medical 
Preis  and  Circular, — Idem, 

**  Tobacco  in  Rklatiow  to  Disease. — An  intelligent  writer  refers 
in  the  following  terms  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  section  of  country  in  one 
of  our  Atlantic  States  where  tobacco  is  extensively  consumed:  the  com- 
plexion of  these  people  is  noticeable  and  suggests  many  inquiries.  If 
you  say  that  half  the  men  and  nearly  all  the  women  are  very  pale,  you 
strike  at  the  notion,  but  fail  to  fairly  hit  it.  Their  whiteness  of  skin  is 
simply  the  whiteness  of  ordinary  tallow.  It  is  sallowness  with  a  sug- 
gestion of  clayeyness.  The  skin  seems  utterly  without  vitality,  and 
beyond  the  action  of  any  restorative  stimulants ;  it  has  a  pitiful  and  re- 
pulsive  death-in-life  appearance.  *  *  The  amount  of  tobacco  con- 
sumed by  these  people  is  beyond  all  calculation.  I  hardly  exaggerate 
in  saying  that  at  least  seven-tenths  of  all  persons  above  the  age  of 
twelve  years  use  it  in  some  form.  Nearly  every  man  and  boy  smokes 
or  chews,  and  many  of  them  do  both,  while  the  country  women  chew 
and  smoke  to  some  extent,  and  women  of  both  classes  *  dip.'  *  *  To 
see  a  man  take  a  quid  from  his  mouth  and  put  it  in  his  hat  for  future 
use  when  he  goes  to  breakfast  is  by  no  means  uncommon.  I  have  even 
seen  men  lay  it  under  the  edge  of  their  plate  at  dinner  for  safe-keeping; 
and  one  of  the  leading  delegates  at  the  State  Convention  held  an  im- 
mense quid  between  the  finger  and  thumb  of  the  hand  with  which  he 
abimdantly  gesticulated  during  a  ten  minutes'  speech. — Pacific  Med, 
'and  Surg,  Journal, — Idem, 

Nitrate  of  Potash  in  the  Curb  of  Intermittent  Fever. — In 
the  SL  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  Amos  Sawyer,  M.  D.,  of 
Hillsboro',  Illinois,  publishes  the  following  formula: — B.  Potassce 
nitrat.,  gr.  x.  ;  spts.  vini  gallici,  vel  aquse,  f  |  ss.  M.  Take  immedi- 
titely.  He  says  :  "  The  above  prescription  1  have  used  with  great  suc- 
'Cess  in  the  cure  of  intermittent  fever,  even  where  quinine  has  failed.  In 
my  opinion,  no  preparation  is  equal  to  it ;  for  it  possesses  anti-periodic 
properties  completely,  and  may  be  administered  when  the  stomach 
would  not  tolerate  quinine.  I  deem  it  a  specific  in  ague ;  for  I  have 
never  failed  to  arrest  ths  paroxysm,  if  uncomplicated.  You  will  also 
find  that  the  patients  are  less  liable  to  relapse  than  in  those  cases  cured 
by  quinine.  In  the  cold  stage,  if  administered  in  a  full  dose,  arid  the 
patient  be  placed  in  bed  and  covered  with  blankets,  he  will  in  a  few 


26  The  Journal  of  Materia  Medico^ 

minutes,  experience  considerable  heat,  which  will  be  followed  by  copi- 
ous perspiration,  and  every  unpleasant  feeling  will  vanish.  It  is  seldom^ 
the  patient  will  experience  a  second  attack.  When  it  is  more  agreeable 
to  the  patient,  the  powder  may  be  placed  on  the  tongue  and  permitted 
slowly  to  dissolve. 

"  I  shall   not  attempt  to  explain  the  action  of  this  medicine  on  the 
system  in  the  cure  of  ague,  but  will  leave  that  to  older  heads  than  mine 
to  determine ;  still,  we  do  know  that  after  it  is  taken  into  the  stomach 
and  absorbed,  it  has  the  chemical  effect  of  changing  the  dark-colored  ve- 
nous blood  to  arterial — or,  at  least,  it  changes  its  color.     It  also  acts- 
on  the  kidneys  as  a  stimulant,  producing  diuresis  as  well  as  diaphoresis, 
and  in  this   manner  *  may  rid   the  system  of  the  poison  that  causes  the 
ague ;  provided  that  poison  is  produced  "  by  the  retention  of  materials 
destined  for  excretion."     This  medicine  more  closely  resembles  nature's- 
mode  of  curing  this  same  disease  than  any  other,  as  she  cures  by  copi- 
ous diaphoresis  as  well  as  diuresis,  or,  in  other  words,  by  elimination.. 
— Atlanta  Ahd.  and  Surg.  Jour, — Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour, 

Crusta  Genu  EquiNiE. — The  xjxpcrience  of  more  than  thirty  years-^ 
with  this  valuable,  yet  unpretending  nervine  incitant,  abundantly  es- 
tablishes its  therapeutical  value.  In  numerous  instances  it  has  been 
successfully  employed  in  epilepsy,  as  well  as  various  other  forms  of 
nervous  disease,  and  by  some  of  the  ablest  practitioners  of  the  south,., 
who  testify  to  its  great  value.  Its  utility  as  well  as  efficacy  in  the  treat- 
ment of  epilepsy  is  fully  sustained.  Indeed,  the  remedy  has  provedi 
more  successful  in  that  afflictive  disease,  in  the  hands  of  certain  prac- 
titioners who  have  given  it  fair  trials,  than  any  others  employed  by 
them.  The  writer  regards  it  as  the  most  reliable  remedy  in  epilepsy 
now  known  to  the  profession,  especially  the  sympathetic  form  of  the- 
disease.  Even  in  idiopathic  examples  of  this  affection,  it  has  he&Of 
found  of  much  service  with  persons  of  highly  wrought  nervous  proclivi- 
ties. It  should  be  perse veringly  used  in  this  complaint  after  commen- 
cing with  it,  and  gradually  augmented  to  the  maximum  doses ;  and  the^ 
forms  of  tincture  and  simple  powder  are  equally  applicable  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  disease. 

As  stated  in  the  paper  published  in  1835,*  the  parings  of  the  hoof 
are  equally  as  active  as  the  crust,  and  may  be  employed  in  tincture  or 
powder  in  like  doses  with  it.  In  some  exceedingly  interesting  cases 
the  writer  has  known  perfect  cures  effected  by  the  parings  of  the  hoc^ 
used  in  the  form  of  tincture.     When  to  be  employed  in  substance,  the 

•  Ameriean  Jfmrntl  of  the  Me4leal  Stlenett,  for  Avgut,  1686,  Mo.  xxxii,  p.  488. 
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parings  can  be  reduced  to  powder,  by  rasping,  or  grating  it  with  a  nut* 
meg  grater,  as  stated  in  the  paper  referred  to  above. 

Since  the  publication  of  that  paper,  the  crust  as  well  as  the  parings 
of  the  hoof  have  been  found  eminently  useful  in  various  nervous  dis- 
eases, such  as  hysteria,  nervous  spasms  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  ute- 
rine neuralgia,  pleurodjrne,  neuralgia  of  the  head  and  face,  chorea,  and 
the  like.  Employed  in  strong  tincture,  in  doses  varying  from  three  to 
eight  drams,  properly  diluted  with  water,  repeated,  after  suitable  inter- 
Tals^  there  are  few  if  any  nervines  which  can  compare  with  it  in  efficacy 
in  the  treatment  of  these  affections.  In  many  instances  it  has  promptly 
relieved  them  after  various  other  remedies  had  been  ineffectually  used. 
It  is  infinitely  more  valuable  as  a  nervine  than  castor,  musk,  and  va« 
lerian  ;  seeming  to  exert  its  powers  upon  the  nervous  system  rather  as^ 
a  calmant.  than  incitant,  in  its  disturbed  states  of  action. — Idem, 
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IODIC    ELIXIR. 

lodhydric  ether 18^  grs. 

Iodine 15J  grs. 

Syrup  of  glucose i 2^  ozs. 

Alcoholat  of  angelica 31     grs. 

Alcohol  at  94° 1       oz. 

{Bep,  de  Pharmr 

FORMULiE   FOR   VAGINAL   SUPPOSITORIES. 

1.  Ext.  Belladonna .^ 7.  75    grs. 

Yellow  Wax ' 19.87^      " 

Lard 98.000      « 

2.  Powd.    Opium 2.325      " 

White  Wax 15.500      « 

Lard 93.000      " 

3.  Iodide  Lead 3.875      «^ 

White   Wax 31.000      " 
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Lard 46.500    gn. 

4.  Tannin 7.750      " 

White   Wax 19.375      ** 

Lard 93.000      « 

5.  Oxide  of  Zinc 1L625      " 

White   Wax 17.050      « 

Lard 93.000      « 

6.  Acetate  of   Lead 6.  20      " 

White  Wax 17.  05      « 

Lard . . .  .* 93.  00      « 

7.  Mercurial  Ointment 31  " 

Yellow  Wax..... 31  ** 

Lard 62  "* 

(Rep,  de  Pharm. 

OOLLTRIUM    OF    CAPSICUM. 

Capsicum 6.20    grs. 

Distilled  Water 8  ozs. 

Macerate  three  hours,  and  take  two  or  three  drops  every  day  for 
Amaurosis. 

Beasley. — [Union  Med, 

AKTI-BLENNORHAGIA  ELECTUABT. 

Powdered    Oliban ^  oz. 

CJopaiba   Balsam J  " 

Cynorrhodon   Preserve 1  " 

Syrup  of   Balsam  of  Tolu s.  q. 

Mix.     Dose,  half  an  ounce  two  or  three  times  in  24  hours. — Idem. 

COLLYRIUM    OP    CAMPHORATED    SULPHATE    OF    ZINC. English. 

Take  :— 

Crystallized  Sulphate  of  Zinc 19.375  grs, 

Tinct.  of  Camphor 46.500    " 

Distilled  Water 7  ozs. 

Dissolve  and  filter.     Ten  drops  in  the  eyes  two  or  three  times  a  day, 

OOLLTRIUM   WITH   BI-CHLORIDE   MERCURY. German, 

Bi-Chloride  Mercury 4.65    grs. 

Rose  Water 3  ozs. 
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Mucilage  of  Quince  Seeds 1      dram. 

Cherry  Laurel  Water -J-  " 

Dissolve  and  filter.     Ten  drops  in  the  eyes  morning  and  evening  in 
sjrphilitic  ophthalmia  with  ulcerations. — Idem. 

POTION  FOR  URIC  GRAVEL. —  Venablcs. 

Borate  of  Soda 7.75  grs. 

Bi-Carbonate  of  Soda 9.30  ** 

Gaseous  Water. 5  02B. 

Syrup  of  bitter  Orange  Bark 2  " 

Dissolve. — Idem. 

COMPOUND   PUROATIVB   POWDXR! 

Powd.  Senna. 1  oz. 

Bi-Tartrate  of  Potash 1  " 

Powd.    Scammony 116.25    grs. 

"       Ginger 62  « 

Mix.     Dose,  from  19  to  60  grains  in  the  morning  before  breakfast. 

TOPIC   FOR  NEURALGIA. Otey. 

Alcohblat  of  Aconite 77^  grs. 

Chloroform , 77^     " 

Lard 5  drams. 

Mix.     Rub  the  painful  part. — Idem. 

RESOLUTIVE   AND  SEDATIVE   TOPIC. 

Ext.  of  Belladonna 1^  drams. 

Tincture  of  Iodine 1^       " 

This  topic  is  applied  on  the  skin  with  a  small  brush. — Idem. 

PROPHYLACTIC   LIQUID   AGAINST   THE   INFECTION   OF   CHANCRE^ 

Distilled  Water 1  oz. 

Perchloride  of  Iron J 

Citric  Acid V      'i&  1       dram. 

Hydrochloric  Acid ) 

Mix. — Idem, 

ANTI-HERPETIC   POWDER. 

Nitric  Acid 4  ozs* 

Mercury 3  " 

Lard 58  « 

Oil  of  Sweet  Almonds 42^  " 
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GQLLYRIUM   OF   MXXRPHXA.— <C   Lee,  < 

Sulphate  of  Morphia 1.55    grs. 

Distilled  Water 1  ca. 

Dissolve  and  filter.  Ten  drops  in  the  eyes  several' times  a/iay  ia 
painful  ophthalmia. — IcUm, 

LAXATIVE   POTION. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia 2^  drams. 

Peppermint  Water 3  ozs. 

Tinct.  of  Jalap 1  dram. 

Syr.  of  Gentian 1  oz. 

Dissolve  and  filter.     Take  in  the  morning  before  breakfast. — Idem. 

ANTI-NEURALGIC    POWDER. 

Sulphate  of  Quinia 7.75     grs. 

Sulphate  of  Morphia 3.10      " 

Mix,  and  divide  in  three  doses.  Take  in  snuff,  every  two  hours,  in 
>case  of  periodic  neuralgia. 

A  Cement  for  attaching  glass  ^nd  bra^s  is  stated  to  be  prepared  of 
excellent  quality,  by  first  forming  a  resin-soap  by  boiling  three  parts  of 
resin  and  one  part  of  caustic  soda  in  five  parts  of  water,  and  then  mix- 
ing this  with  half  its  weight  of  plaster  of  Paris.  This  cement  is  said 
to  be  impervious  to  petroleum,  only  superficially  affected  by  water,  to 
adhere  very  strongly,  and  to  be  a  bad  conductor  of  heat. — Jeur,  Frank, 
Jnst, — Dental  Cosmos, 
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In  entering  upon  the  editorial  duties  of  another  year,  we  have  no  new 
:assurance  to  offer  our  many  readers.  But,  besides  presenting  the  com- 
pliment of  the  season  to  our  several  patrons,  and  thanking  the  profes- 
sion for  the  generous  support  and  encouragement  which  our  labors  have 
met,  and  acknowledging  our  obligations  to  the  Medical  Press  for  the 
very  favorable  notices  of  the  Journal,  which  from  time  to  time  have 
appeared ;  we  will  reiterate  what  we  have  on  several  occasions  said  in 
regard  to  the  plan  of  conducting  it. 

Our  readers  already  well  understand  its  plan  and  character,  and  to 
ihem  we  have  only  this  to  say.  that  no  pains  or  expense  will  be  spared 
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"to  make  the  ensuing  year  a  year  of  reciprocal  relations,  and  to  have  the 
-Journal  continue  to  be  a  vehicle  of  practical  information,  concerning  the 
^multiplicity  of  agents  employed  to  combat  disease.  The  many  grati- 
fying commimi6ations  of  appreciation  and  approval  received  during  the 
departed  twelve  months  will  act  as  so  many  powerful  incentives  to  re- 
newed efforts  on  our  part  to  show  an  active  interest  in  the  investigation 
and  publicity  of  matter  which  contributes  to  the  physician's  usefulness 
.and  prosperity,  and  the  advancement  and  dignity  of  the  profession. 

To  such  as  have  not  read  it,  and  who  design  to  become  subscribers, 
we  will  say  :  that  it  will  continue  to  be  a  practical  journal,  devoted  to 
Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Chemistry,  through  whose  columns 
will  be  disseminated  to  the  Profession  desirable  and  valuable  informa- 
tion of  new  facts  and  developments  in  the  process,  properties,  and  ap- 
plication of  the  various  therapeutic  agents  now  in  use,  and  will  appear 
'the  selection  and  concentration  of  what  really^tends  to  the  advancement 
of  Medical  Science,  or  may  be  found  serviceable  in  the  daily  routine  of 
practice. 

While  its  pages  will  be  largely  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  those 
native  plants  which  commend  themselves  most  highly  to  the  attention 
of  medical  men, — their  botanical  history — proximate  principles  and  ele- 
inenta,ry  constituents  as  determined  by  chemical  analysis — ^therapeutical 
utility — operation  on  the  human  system — and  their  various  modes  of 
-  administration,  the  publicity,  so  far  as  possible,  of  all  new  combina- 
tions and  agents  suggested  for  trial,  together  with  analyses  of  the  same, 
the  promulgation  of  established  Formulse  and  Dietetic  Preparations, 
.and  Selections  from  American  and  Foreign  periodicals  of  the  latest  Medi- 
•  cal  Intelligence,  will  form  an  important  feature  of  each  number. 

Each  issue  for  1868,  will  contain  thirty-two  pages  of  original  and 
selected  matter. 

In  this  connection,  we  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  Profession  to 
a  new  medicinal  combination,  the  I'erraied  Wine  of  Wild  Cherry, 

Wild  cherry  in  various  forms  has  long  been  a  favorite  remedy  with 
American  practitioners  as  well  as  in  domestic  use,  as  a  tonic  and  stimu- 
lant on  the  digestive  organs,  and  a  sedative  on  the  circulatory  and  ner- 
vous systems.  Its  influence. over  cardiac  disturbances,  in  lessening  the 
rapidity  and  intensity  of  the  heart's  action  is  so  marked,  that  in  consid- 
eration of  its  conjoined  recuperating  operation  on  the  whole  economy  in 
promoting  the  appetite,  restoring  nervous  vitality  and  integrity,  and 
-combating  general  debility,  it  is  preferred  even  to  digitalis  by  some 
.physicians  in  the  treatment  of  heart  disease.     Although  the  reputation 
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of  wild  cherry  as  a  medicine  has  been  long  established,  not  until  re^ 
oently  have  its  merits  been  properly  appreciated,  and  we  predict  for  it. 
a  still  higher  place  in  therapeutics  when  its  properties  shall  be  more 
thoroughly  investigated,  and  its  curative  influence  over,  diseased  struc* 
ture  and  functional  disturbance  shall  receive  impartial  judgment.  It 
possesses  one  great  advantage  as  a  tonic  over  other  agents  of  that  class,, 
viz :  its  ability  to  impart  tonicity  to  the  system  without  occasioning  un- 
due excitement  of  the  circulatory  system. 

Iron  is  acknowledged  to  be  an  hsematinic  of  paramount  importance 
to  all  other  blood-restoratives,  and  pre-eminently  tonic.  There  is  no 
one  article  in  the  materia  medica  which  is  of  more  unquestionable  effi- 
cacy, possesses  a  wider  adaptation  to  diseases,  and  none  that  enters  in- 
to so  great  a  number  of  combinations  to  meet  the  demands  of  compli- 
cations in  diseases. 

It  has  long  been  desired  to  unite  these  important  medicinal  agents^ 
which  has  been  accomplished  in  this  preparation  for  those  cases  of  anae- 
mia, as  well  as  of  impaired  health,  with  much  nervous  irritability,^ 
when  cinchonas  are  inadmissible,  and  iron  itself  cannot  be  tolerated  un- 
less in  combination  with  some  agent  to  counteract  its  tendency  to  excite 
the  system.  It  is  recommended  with  much  confidence  in  cases  of  atony 
which  oflen  succeeds  inflammatory  diseases,  dyspepsia,  scrofula,  and  tu- 
bercular consumption.  In  cases  of  chronic  bronchitis  accompanied  by 
valuvar  disease,  or  dilati(»n  of  the  chambers  of  the  heart,  it  appears  to- 
be  indicated.  It  promotes  the  appetite  and  strength,  and  may  be  givea< 
continuously  and  fearlessly. 


ExisTBNCB  IN  Tissues  of  Animals  of  a  Florkscsnt  Substance 
Resembling  Quinia. — By  IT,  Bence  Jones. — ^The  author  being  convinced 
of  the  existence  in  the  different  tissues  of  an  alkaline  substance  resem- 
bling quinia,  tried  to  ascertain  the  proportion  in  the  different  parts.  He- 
ascertains  that  now  a  sausfactory  explanation  cannot  be  given  of  the 
presence  of  that  substance. 

The  animal  quiniodine,  as  it  is  called  by  Bence  Jones,  will  be  pro- 
duced by  albumen,  and  in  last  analysis  will  give  carbonate  of  ammo- 
nia. That  substance  was  already  studied  by  Brucke,  (1845)  ;  by  Helnt- 
holtz,  (1855) ;  M.  M.  J.  Raynaud,  (1858);  Setschenow,  (1859);  and 
by  Bonders; — Repert,  de  Pharm, 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  Names,  Town,, 
County  and  State,  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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HAMAMELIS  VIR&IHICA. 

(Witch  Hazel) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   M.   D. 


Nat.  Obd. — Hamamaldceoe. — In  the  Linnean  artificial  classifi- 
cation, this  plant  will  be  found  in  class  Tetandria,  and  in  order 
DigynicL 

Gbnekic  Character. — ^Involucre  8-leaved;  perianth  4-sepalled 
or4-clefk;   petals  4,  very  long,  linear;  nut  2-celled,  2-homed. 

Speoipic  Character. — ^Flowers  yellow ;  leaves  obovate,  aeute, 
toothed,  cordate,  with  a  small  sinus ;  petioles  short ;  petals  curled 
or  twisted. 

Habitat. — XJliited  States  of  America.  Selecting,  as  its  looatiott, 
stcmy  banks,  on  streams,  and  the  sides  of  hills  and  mountains^ 

HiSTORy.— This  plant  is  found  to  have  reversed  the  order  d£ 
most  others,  relative  to  the  period  of  its  fructifi'catioik.   Ip  flowers 
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from  September  to  the  middle  of  November,  and  perfects  its  fruit 
the  following  spring  or  summer.  It  is  generally  polygamous,  and 
the  flowers  without  stamens  are  mostly  apetalous.  Hamamelis  is 
derived  from  the  Greek — amamelis,  from  ama,  accompanjdng,  and 
melia,  apple-tree ;  applied,  it  is  thought,  because  the  apple  in  fruit 
accompanies  this  flower.  (Eaton.)  An  empirical  preparation  of 
this  agent  was,  some  years  since,  recommended  (says  Dr.  A.  Lee), 
as  a  specific  for  cuts,  bums,  bruises,  and  all  cutaneous  aflections, 
piles,  &c.;  in  short,  as  an  infallible  pain-killer  and  universal  heal- 
alL  Dr.  Lee  proceeds:  "  The  empirical  preparation  above  named, 
which  seems  to  be  a  hydro-alcoholic  infusion,  is  possessed  of  con- 
siderable anodyne  and  astringent  power,  and  may  be  usefully 
applied  to  painfal  tumors,  external  inflammations,  bruises,  and 
hemorrhoidal  tumors.  In  ophthalmia  also,  it  has  some  efficacy,  but 
is  no  specific."  The  same  author  remarks:  "There  is  abundant 
evidence  that  it  has  always  been  in  great  repute  among  the  Amer- 
ican Indians,  as  a  sedative,  tonic,  and  astringent ;  and  perhaps  thei:e 
is  no  plant,  indigenous  to  our  country,  which  has  been  more 
extensively  employed."  Mention  is  made  in  the  United  States 
Dispensatory  also,  of  this  agent,  having  been  used  as  a  remedy  by 
the  Indians,  who  are  said  to  have  applied  it  as  a  sedative  and  dis- 
cutient  to  painfril  tumors  and  other  cases  of  external  inflammation. 
The  shoots  have  been  used  as  divining-rods  to  discover  water  and 
metals  subterraneous ;  which  is  not  at  present,  to  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  scientific  illation.  A  knowledge  of  the  vegetable 
kingdom,  in  reference  to  its  medicinal  properties,  might  well  be 
consideied  as  but  just  beginning  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
medical  profession.  In  North  America,  north  of  Mexico,  there 
have  been  described  and  published  6,000  distinct  species  of  plants, 
a  very  small  portion  of  which  has  ever  been  analyzed  with  refer- 
ence to  their  chemical  composition,  or  medicinal  properties.  In 
the  State  of  New  York,  there  are  about  2,400  species  found,  and 
only  about  150,  yet  recognized  as  medicinal 

Chemioai*  Composition. — From  an  analysis,  to  which  Dr.  Lee 
alludes,  as  one  carefully  conducted,  {Jour,  of  Materia  Medica^  vol 
2,  p.  200),  the  bark  of  this  shrub  is  found  to  contain  the  following 
constituents,  viz :  (in  7,000  grains.) 
I  Inorganic  matter,       -        -        - . .     -        -        384 
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Organic, 6616 

7000 

Albumen, 60 

Gum,    -         -     .   -        -        -        -^       .        -    260 

Extractive  matter, 244 

Tannin, 400 

Particular  principle,  (bitter)        -        -        -      1088 

Sugar,  -        - 40 

Eesin, 172 

Starch, 112 

Insoluble  salts, 836 

Soluble, 48 

Ligneous. 4260 


Total, 7000 

The  learned  author,  Dr.  Lee,  observes:  "The  great  amount  of 
tannin  contained  in  this  plant  is  worthy  of  particular  notice,  while' 
the  sumach  contains  three  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  geranium 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  parts  in  seven  thousand,  the  hazel  con-' 
tains  no  less  than  four  hundred.  Its  percentage  of  insoluble  salts 
is,  also,  no  less  remarkable,  while  its  amount  of  resinous  mattenr 
is  fax  less — ^the  rhus  containing  nine  hundred  and  ninety-seven ; 
the  cranesbill  six  hundred  and  ninety ;  and  the  witch  hazel  but  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  parts  in  seven  thousand;  and  yet  its 
medicinal  properties  can,  by  no  means,  be  inferred  flrom  its  chem- 
ical composition." 

PBOPEBTiEa — ^Witoh  hazel  is  admitted  to  possess  tonic,  astrin- 
gent, sedative^  and  anodyne  properties  of  no  inconsiderable 
amount 

Part  Used. — The  bark  and  leaves  are  both  used,  though  the 
former  contains  the  greater  amount  ot  the  active  principles. 

Eemedial  Employment.  Hosmoptysis — ^The  remedial  agents 
lor  the  arrest  of  pulmonary  haemorrhage,,  are  to  be  selected  fix)m 
the  class  of  astringents.  These  are  derived  from  the  vegetable 
-and  from  the  mineral  kingdoms.  The  former  agree  in  containing 
tannic  acid  in  conjunction  with  various  bitter  and  other  principles, 
the  latter  consist  chiefly  of  metallic  salts.  Of  the  vegetable  astrin- 
gents, krameria  triandria,  known  as  Peruvian  rhatany,  and  tannic 
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or  gallic  acid  are  mentioned  as  the  most  efficient  Of  those  ob- 
tained from  the  mineral  kingdom,  the  acetate  of  lead  has  long 
sustained  a  high  reputation  in  this  relation.  The  most  potent 
agents  of  this  class,  nevertheless,  are  the  persulphate  and  pemi- 
trate  of  iron.  Vegetables,  possessing  a  large  amount  of  tannic 
acid  associated  with  sedative  and  tonic  properties,  are  the  most 
efficient  in  this  malady.  Few  vegetables  contain  a  combination  of 
properties  more  efficient  in  the  treatment  of  haemoptysis  than  the 
hamamelis  virginica.  Numerous  instances  might  be  adduced  in 
proof  of  its  efficacy.  Dr.  Lee  observes  in  the  Journal  of  Materici, 
Medica^  vol.  1,  p.  201 :  "  My  attention  was  first  called  to  this  plant 
while  editor  of  the  N,  Y,  Jour  of  Med.,  in  1848,  by  James  Foun- 
tain, M.  D.,  of  Peekskill,  N.  Y."  He  stated*  that  he  had  employed 
it  in  his  practice  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  that  his  attention 
was  first  called  to  it  by  the  country  people,  who  used  it  for  all 
manner  of  haemorrhages.  Dr.  F.  thinks  it  combines  astringent  and 
anodyne  properties,  and  that  it  is  especially  adapted  to  haemorrhagic 
complaints,  especially  of  the  lungs,  stomach  and  intestines.  In 
haamatemesis,  he  says  it  operates  like  a  charm,  and  is  especially 
adapted  to  yoimg  and  irritable  subjects.  He  states  also,  that  it  has 
the  power  of  allaying  pain,  in  cases  of  haemoptysis,  and  by  dimin- 
ishing irritability,  lessens  the  tendency  of  this  disease,  as  well  as  to 
haematemesis.  In  cases  of  piles,  however,  he  remarks,  its  anodyne 
property  is  still  more  manifest,  used  in  the  shape  of  a  poiiltice,  or 
wash  in  the  form  of  a  decoction.  In  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journal,  vol.  87,  p.  348,  is  an  account  of  the  efficacy  of  this  agent 
in  arresting  hemorrhages,  which  goes  to  confirm,  to  some  extent, 
the  statements  in  Dr.  F's  letter  to  Dr.  Lee.  The  author  remarks : 
"  I  once  met  a  young  man  going  to  market  in  his  wagon,  and  hav- 
ing by  his  side  a  branch  of  the  witch-hazel  in  full  foliage.  I  knew 
that  his  father  and  mother,  and  all  the  family,  no  less  than  eight  or 
ten  in  number,  except  himself  and  younger  brother,  had  died  of 
consumption*  He  too,  was  pale  and  emaciated,  and  bade  fair  soon 
to  follow  them  to  the  tomb.  He  told  me  he  dare  not  leave  home 
without  the  witch-hazel,*  to  stop  his  spitting  blood,  for  as  soon  as  it 
i^)peared  he-  chewed  some  leaves  and  swallowed  the  juice,  with  the 
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invariable  result  of  aixestiag  it  at  once.  He  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued to  use  the  leaves,  or  a  decoction  of  the  bark.  Either  of 
these  arrests  the  haemorrhage  and  reheves  the  pains  of  the  chest 
promptly.  He  has  since  lived  many  years,  although  his  health  is 
not  good.  But  I  presume  he  owes  his  life  to  this  article.*'  This 
is  only  one  of  the  many  similar  cases  of  itp  successful  effects.  "It 
does  not  arrest  diarrhoeas  so  remarkably  as  moderate  haemorrhages, 
especially  those  of  the  lungs,  stomach  and  intestines.  In  haema- 
tamesis,  I  have  found  it  to  operate  like  a  charm."  This  agent  has 
been  used  by  many  physicians  in  Europe,  as  well  as  the  United 
States,  for  the  arrest  of  pulmonary  haemorrhage,  and  their  testimony 
sustains  its  reputation  as  an  agent,  valuable  for  such  an  occurrence. 
Haemoptysis  occurs  very  frequently  during  the  progress  of  tuber- 
culosis, and  occasionally  the  haemorrhage  may  be  due,  as  Dr.  Fli^t 
observes,  to  the  opening  of  a  vessel  contained  in  one  of  the  bands 
of  pulmonary  tissue  which  frequently  traverse  tuberculous  cavities. 
Aneurismal  tumors,  or  other  complications  may  e:?:ist,  in  whicji 
^  astrij^gents  would  be  impotent  and  worthless.  Such  cases 
.afford  no  premises  for  an  illation  relative  to  the  efficiency  of  ha- 
jpamelis  or  any  other  agent  Haempptysis  is  usually  m  alarmijig 
.indication  of  the  existence  of  some  serious  disease  of  the  orj^gas 
fof  respiration.  To  arrest  this  as  speedily  as  possible  is  the  offiqe 
of  the  physician ;  if  in  the  country,  he  may  not  have  at  his  com- 
mand the  agents  suggested  in  works  on  therapeutics,  but  he  will 
.find  one  equally  efficient  in  hamamelis,  a  shrub  found  in  great 
abundance  on  every  hill-side  iu  almost  all  portions  of  the  United 
States.  Dr.  King,  in  alluding  to  this  agent,  observes  that  the 
decoction  of  the  bark  is  very  useful  in  haemoptysis.  Many 
country  physicians  who  have  had  recourse  to  this  remedy,  bear 
.ample  testimony  to  its  efficiency  in  subduing  spitting  of  blood. 
There  is  no  hazard  in  using  it  in  any  condition  of  the  patient, 
whatever.  No  secondary  symptoms  ever  contravene  its  employ-* 
ment  It  may  be  administered  freely,  alike  to  children  and  adults. 
There  is  not  an  instance  on  record  of  any  prejudicial  consequences 
following  its  use.  The  author  would  recommend  therefore,  this 
drug  in  generous  doses,  and  frequently  repeated  in  cases  of  haem- 
optysis. Frequently,  some  few  days  will  be  required  for  its 
employment,  and  in  the  event  it  will  be  found  to  triumph  as  often 
as  most  other  remediea     Nothing  is  claimed  for  it  in  the  light  of 
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a  specific,  any  more  than  might  be  claimed  for  the  usual  or  ordi- 
nary mediciaes  recommended  for  this  malady. 

Typhoid  Fevek. — However  much  may  be  accomplished  in  the- 
treatment  of  this  disease,  for  the  mitigation  of  urgent  symptoms^ 
and  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  patient,  yet  it  must  be  admit- 
ted, as  Dr.  FliQt  observes :  "  That  the  known  resources  of  thera- 
peutics do  not  afford  reliable  means  for  the  arrest  of  these  fevera, 
(typhus  and  typhoid)  or  even  shortening  the  duration  of  the  lebrile- 
career."  Yarious  measures  have  been  proposed  to  effect  this  object, 
such  as  a  free  use  of  quinia,  large  doses  .of  opium,  the  hydropathic 
method,  the  use  of  veratrum  viride,  and  that  of  gelseminum  sem- 
pervirens.  Quinia,  in  large  doses,  has  been  abundantly  tried,  says 
Dr.  Flint,  and  found  to  be  unsuccessfiil  as  an  abortive  plan  of 
treatment  Statistics  reported*  by  Dr.  M.  B.  Peacock,  of  London, 
show  an  increased  rate  of  mortality,  and  a  longer  duration  in  hos- 
pital of  the  cases  ending  in  recovery,  as  results  of  tiie  employment 
of  quinia  in  large  doses.  Dr.  Flint  has  tried  the  opiate  plan  in  a 
few  cases,  and  says  these  cases  have  not  furnished  evidence  of  suc- 
cess in  arresting  the  fever,  but  in  some  of  the  cases  the  disease 
appeared  to  be  favorably  modified ;  this  plan  of  treatment  he  thinks 
claims  farthei  trial.  The  gelseminum  is  held  in  high  repute  by 
fiome  members  of  the  profession,  as  an  agent  capable  of  arresting 
and  shortening  the  duration  of  tiiis  disease.  (See  Boston  Med,  and 
Surg,  Jour.^  vol.  64,  p.  895.  In  a  disease,  in  which  all  the  known 
resources  of  therapeutics  fail  to  arrest  its  progress,  any  agent  must 
be  considered  valuable  that  is  capable  of  arresting  or  averting 
some  of  the  most  alarming  and  fatal  occurrencea  In  this  fever,  a 
fatal  result  is  seldom  owing  to  the  intensity  of  the  disease.  Death, 
as  Dr.  Flint  observes,  generally  is  attributable  to  complications  or 
accident,  such  as  pneumonitis,  peritonitis,  and  occasionally  haem- 
orrhage. This  last  occurrence  may,  in  most  instances,  be  obviated 
by  the  timely  use  of  hamamelis  virginica.  As  soon  as  tonics  are 
'indicated,  a  decoction  of  witch-hazel  bark,  or  its  fluid  extract^ 
should  be  administered.  From  its  sedative  properties  much,  may 
be  accomplished  in  subduing  the  morbid  irritability  and  irritation 
consequent  upon  typhoid  fever.  The  use  of  this  remedy  will  not 
conflict  with  other  tonics  if  required.    It  may  very  properly  be 


*  Flint's  Practice  of  Med.,  p.  726. 
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conjoined  with  stimulants,  and  other  astringents,  should  the  system 
demand  more  potent  treatment.  Diarrhoea,  that  so  frequently 
proves  harassing  to  the  patient  may,  in  most  instances,  be  con- 
trolled by  this  agent  Dr.  King  remarks  that  this  drug  is  very 
useful  in  haematemesis.  Epistaxis,  so  frequently  annoying  in  this 
fever  will,  in  most  cases,  be  promptly  relieved  in  resorting  to  this 
plant.  It  will  arrest  this  if  properly  employed,  equally  as  soon  as 
.  alumen,  catechu,  ergota,  &c.  Many  eminent  physicians  speak  fa- 
vorably of  the  use  of  this  article  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  lever. 
Many  speak  of  this  agent  as  possessing  anodyne  properties,  and  em- 
ploy it  for  allaying  pain  and  procuring  rest.  It  should  be  resorted. 
to  early  in  the  disease,  and  if  necessary,  alternated  with  carbonate- 
of  ammonia  and  quinine.  Stimulants  are  indicated  in  this  disease 
in  proportion  to  the  degi-ee  of  feebleness  of  the  circulation,  and  in 
compliance  with  their  effects  or  results.  They  should  be  adminis- 
tered in  conjunction  with  the  hamamelis  virginica  As  a  general 
rule,  mercurials  are  to  be  eschewed  in  the  treatment  of  this  fever, 
they  do  more  harm  than  good ;  the  same  remark  might  be  consid- 
ered apposite  relative  to  cathartics  in  general  Supporting  meas- 
ures, and  a  good  supply  of  pure  air  constitute  the  most  efficient 
part  of  Uie .  treatment  of  this  malady.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
f  that  physicians  in  general,  administer  far  more  medicine  in  the 

\  treatment  of  typhoid  fevers    than  is    required.      Let  hygienic 

measures  come  in  for  their  share  of  success,  such  as  ventilation, 
cleanliness,  temperature,  change  of  bed  and  linen  daily ;  and  to 
I  these  add  appropriate  alimentation,  with  as  little  medicine  as  can 

judiciously  be  administered,  and  the  patient  has  all  that  medical 
science  can  devise. 

Abortion,  to  Prevent. — ^I  think  that  my  readers  may  be 
somewhat  surprised  by  finding  that  this  agent  should  be  recom- 
mended for  the  purpose  of  preventing  abortion.  The  following 
announcement  is  published  in  the  University  Jour,  of  Med.  and 
Surg.,  in  the  Oct  No.,  1867 ;  vol.  41,  p.  14 :  "  Dr.  Dunham,  in  the 
Atlanta  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  states  that  it  possesses  properties  in 
common  with  the  black  haw,  or  viburnum  prunifolium,  that  is,  the 
property  of  preventmg  abortion  or  miscarriage.  At  one  period  of 
my  practice,  the  negroes  used  the  cotton  root  so  frequently  to  pro- 
duce abortion  that  my  supply  of  black  haw  became  exhausted, 
and  having  heard  of  this  power  of  the  hazel  to  effect  the  purpose 
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for  which  I  used  the  haw,  I  resorted  to  it  with  perfect  success. 

Having  only  used  it  for  the  purpose  of  abortion,  from  the  effects 
of  the  cotton  root,  I  cannot  speak  of  other  cases.  Its  valuable 
action  being  generally  well-known,  otherwise,  I  wUl  not  speak  of  it 
For  the  purpose  of  which  I  have  spoken,  steep  one  ounce  of  the 
leaves  in  one  pint  of  water,  and  drink  freely."  If  hamamelis 
actually  prevents  abortion,  in  cases  where  cotton  root  has  been 
administered,  there  can  be  little  or  no  question  but  that  it  would 
prevent  such  an  occurrence,  in  cases  where  nothing  had  been  given 
for  such  results.  Should  it  become  a  well  established  fact  that 
this  remedy  possesses  such  properties,  it  must  take  a  high  rank 
among  our  indigenous  medical  agents,  and  prove  a  great  blessiiig 
to  the  profession.  The  subject  merits  further  investigation.  Will 
some  of  our  patrons  give  us  the  result  of  their  experience  with 
this  agent  relative  to  its  efficacy  in  preventing  abortion. 

HLfiMATEMESis.— This  Occurrence,  in  a  majority  of  instances, 
•must  be  regarded  as  a  symptom  of  some  morbid  condition  of  the 
stomach,  rather  than  an  individual  disease  of  itself.  It  has  been 
alludeJi  to  as  an  occurrence  in  typhoid  fevers ;  it  may  occur  as  a 
symptom  of  carciQoma  of  the  stomach,  or  of  an  ulcer  of  that 
viscus.  It  frequently  co-exists  with  loss  of  blood  in  other  parts 
of  the  system,  as  in  cases  of  purpura  haemorrhagica  and  scurvy.  It 
manifests  itself  sometimes,  in  cases  of  acute  gastritis,  also  in  yellow 
'fever,  the  black  vomit,  of  which  might  be  denominated  as  haem- 
atemesis.  The  author  has  witnessed  its  occurrence  in  two  instances 
in  place  of  the  catamenia  in  cases  of  amcnorrhoea.  Such  instances 
are  noticed  as  vicarious  menstruation,  and  recovery  should  be 
regarded  as  the  rule.  Some  of  the  cases  mentioned  will  have  a 
fetal  termination  under  any  treatment,  and  many  of  them  will 
respond  favorably  to  the  free  use  of  hamamelis  virginica.  Dr. 
■Buckner  is  alluded  to  in  the  University  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg,, 
vol.  II,  p.  12,  as  prescribing  this  agent  in  combination  with  other 
remedies  for  the  relief  of  haematemesis.  "Mrs.  C,  aged  28.  This 
patient  has  a  very  poor  appetite,  and  a  constant  desire  to  vomit, 
and  has  frequent  haematemesis.  She  has  been  under  treatment 
before,  with  some  benefit,  we  will  now  give  her  hamamelin,  ten 
grains;  tr,  nux  vomica,  thirty  drops;  cbelonin,  ten  grains;  sim- 
ple syrup,  two  and  a  half  ounces.  Mix,  and  take  a  teaspoonftil 
three  times  daily."   The  hamamelin  in  the  prescription,  the  author 
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feorisiders  apposite.  '  This  agent  has  been  administered  in  numerous 
casfes  of  this  class,  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  Names  of 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians  miorht  be  adduced  in 
coiifirmation  of  this  practica  The  various  properties  of  this  shrub 
have  not  been  sufficiently  studied  or  examined  by  the  profession 
at  large,  to  bring  it  into  general  notoriety. 

DiARRH(EA. — This  affection  may  occur  from  a  variety  of  causes, 
and  frequently  as  a  symptom  of  various  diseases.  When  present 
as  a  symptom  of  inflammation  of  the  large  or  small  intestines,  and 
structural  lesions  incident  to  typhoid  fever, -and  other  diseases,  the 
treatment  must  have  reference  to  the  existing  malady.  No  single 
medicinal  agent  can  therefore,  be  regarded  proper  for  diarrhoea  in 
its  generic  acceptation. 

Cholera  infantum,  popularly  known  by  the  name  of  summer 
*  complaint^  comes  under  this  genus. 

'Diarrhoea  usually  is  of  short  duration,  occasionally  it  assumes  a 
chronic  form  and  may  continue  for  months,  and  even  for  years. 
''There  is  a  rare  form  of  this  affection  called*  adipose  or  fiatty  diar- 
*rhoea,  fiit  or  dil,  in  greater  or  less  quantity,  being  found  in  the 
'dejectiona  'Dr.  Flint  has  some  valuable  remarks  on  this  subject 
'in  Ms  very  able  work,  p.  SSl.  The  various  kinds  of  diarrhoea 
can  not  be  noticed  in  this  paper  for  want  of  room.  The  treatment 
of  the  various  kinds  of  diarrhoea  is  very  various.  Dr.  Copland 
mentions  some  ten  or  twelve  varieties  of  this  affection.  After 
morbid  or  accumulated  matters  have  been  removed  from  thd  bowels, 
i^the  administration  of  the  hamamelis  virginica,  in  most  cases, 
promises  as  much  benefit  perhaps,  as  any  single  agent  Shoulii 
there  be  griping  pains  accompanying  the  discharges,  some  pr^a- 
ralion  6f  opium  or  hyoscyamus  may  be  given  in  conjunction  with 
ihis  remedy.  If  the  skin  be  dry,  associate  with  the  hazel  diapho- 
retics, demulcents,  and  diluents.  Too  much  importance  can  not 
be  attached  to  the  necessity  of  restoring  the  skin  to  its  healthy 
ftmctions,  for  till  this  is  accomplished,  says  Prof.  Chapman,  '*no 
decided  and  permanent  impression  will  be  made."  Where  there 
is  an  hepatic  affection,  calomel  or  the  blue  pill  may  be  given  in 
minute  doses  in  conjunction  with  this  agent,  or  instead  of  mercu- 
rials, use  the  hydrochlorate  of  ammonia  in  combination  with  iodide 
of  potassium.  The  author  has  of  late  used  this  combindtioh  in 
cases  of  hepatic  disturbances,  with  the  most  happy  results.     This 
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agent  will  be  found  well  adapted  for  children ;  made  into  a  syrup* 
the  taste  is  not  unpleasant  By  flavoring  the  syrup  with  the  gaul- 
theria  procumbens,  the  taste  is  pleasant,  and  children  do  not  object 
to  taking  it  The  gaultheria  possesses  aromatic,  stimulant,  and 
feeble  astringent  properties.  An  infusion  of  it  is  sometimes 
administered  in  atonic  diarrhoea,  and  there  is  no  medicinal  or 
chemical  incompatibility  resulting  from  a  combination  of  the  two* 
remedies.  Should  an  alterative  be  indicated  while  using  this 
syrup,  give  the  child  six  or  eight  grains  of  the  phosphate  of  soda 
twice  a  day.  It  is  said  to  prpmote  the  healthy  action  of  the  stom- 
ach and  bowels.  This  plan  of  medication  will  be  found  very 
satisfactory  in  the  treatment  of  children.  When  diarrhoea  is  asso- 
ciated with  puerperal  complications,  after  the  offending  matters  are 
evacuated,  the  hamamelis  may  be  administered  freely  with  a  pros- 
pect of  success ;  should  this  be  insufficient  to  arrest  the  discharges, 
opiates  should  be  exhibited  in  small  doses,  and  repeated  according 
to  the  indications. 

Should  the  stools  bontinue  offensive,  give  in  conjunction,  twenlgr 
grains  of  phosphate  of  soda,  morning  and  evening.  This  kind  of 
diarrhaea  is  sometimes  quite  obstinate.  Dr.  Oke  relates  a  case  as 
a  very  aggravated  one,  quoted  in  Dr.  Copland's  Medical  Dictionary, 
vol.  1,  p.  614.  This  case  was  cured  by  giving  one  grain  of  the 
bi-acetate  of  lead,  and  one  of  opium,  every  two  hours  while  the 
disease  required  it  In  this  case,  the  discharges  were  represented 
as  frequent  and  exhausting,  the  stools  foul  and  thickened  with 
sHmy  mucus,  countenance  anxious,  eyes  sunk,  pulse  140,  and  the 
patient  sleepless — and  had  been  previously  treated  with  calomel  and! 
opium,  catechu,  morphia,  leeches,  fomentations,  &c.,  without  effect. 
When  diarrhoea  is  associated  .with  dentition,  or  when  it  proceeds 
from  weaning,  a  syrup  of  the  witch-hazel,  in  most  cases,  will  be  aDl 
that  is  required.  Opiates,  in  such  instances,  should  be  used  witb 
the  greatest  caution.  Dr.  Lee  observes :  "  We  may  remark,*  in 
conclusion,  that  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  [that  this  article^is 
well  adapted  to  all  cases  of  excessive  mucous  discharges,  attended 
with  pain  or  irritability,  as  well  as  to  haemon-hages  occurring  under 
similar  circumstances." 

Dysentery. — This  disease,  according  to  the  writings  of  Hip- 

*  Jour.  Mat.  Med.,  vol.  1,  p.  202. 
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pocrates,  was  well  known  to  the  ancients. v  There  are  many  fornxs 
or  varieties  of  dysentery.  It  occurs  as  acute,  sub-acute,  or  chronic ; 
sometimes  sporadic,  at  other  times  epidemic.  Dr.  Flint  observes 
that  "  no  age  is  exempt  from  a  liability  to  this  disease,  but,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  the  patients  are  adults,  and  under  thirty-five." 
According  to  his  observations  a  larger  number  of  males  than  fe- 
males are  attacked,  but  the  preponderance,  he  states,  is  ngt  suJfi- 
cient  to  show  that  a  marked  predisposition  relates  to  sex. 

It  occurs  most  commonly  as  an  .  asihenic  or  adynamic  disease, 
ino  wn  as  typhoid  dysentery.    Some  cases,  from  a  variety  of  causes, 
are  marked  for  taking  on  the  malignant  or  putrid  form.     This  mal- 
ady is  sometimes  associated  with  a  morbid  condition  of  the  liver, 
or  spleen,  at  others,  complicated  with  affection  of  the  pancreas 
and  mesenteric  glands.    In  the  transport  of  troops  on  long  voyages^ 
or  in  mihtary  campaigns,  this  disease  becomes  complicated  with 
scurvy,  and  we  have  scorbutic  dysentery,  frequently  very  malig- 
iiant  and  destructive.    Many  other  forms  or  variety  of  dysentery 
might  be  instanced,  but  a  sujficient  variety  has  been  adduced  to 
show  that  the  treatment  must  have  reference  to  the  pathological 
views  of  each  form,  and  must  necessarially,  be  very  various.    . 

After  having  removed  the  faecal  contents  of  the  bowels  by  some 
mild  purge,  no  doubt  but  that  opium,  in  ordinary  cases,  mil  be 
found  more  efficacious  than  any  other  single  remedy  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  malady.  When  the  patient  is  in  a  condition  to  re- 
quire opium,  the  hamamelis,  in  the  fonn  of  extract  or  infusion, 
should  be  administered  alternately  with  it,  much  less  oj)ium  will 
be  required  to  arrest  the  disease.  Many  physicians  have  used  the 
witch-hazel  in  various  forms  of  dysentery,  in  which  tonics,  as- 
tringents, and  anodynes  were  indicated,  and  their  testimony  go  to 
establish  its  reputation  as  an  efficient  drug  in  such  instancea  It 
possesses  three  of  the  most  important  properties  requisite  for  the 
cure  of  ordinary  cases  of  dysentery.  It  should  be  used  in  con- 
junction with  other  agents  in  most  varieties,  to  which  allusion  has 
been  made.  More  especially  should  it  be  used  in  cases  intolerant 
of  opium.  By  many,  a  free  use  of  the  hamamelis  in  the  treat- 
ment of  dysentery,  is  regarded  as  essential  as  any  single  agent 

Ophthalmia. — The  eye  is  the  seat  of  various  grades  and  kinds 
of  inflammations.  Different  tissues  being  inflamed,  we  adopt 
names  signifying  the  location  of  the  inflammation.     In  conjunc- 
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tivitis,  in  a  mild  form  after  the  adiiiiiiistration  of  a  purgative,  and 
■  suitable  diet,  astringent  washes  will  be,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  all 
that  is  required  to  produce  a  cure.  No  better  astringent  can  be 
used,  in  this  form  of  ophthalmia,  as  a  collyrium  than  what  this  ageiit 
posesses.  Dr  Lee  observes  in  the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL 
1,  p.  202,  that  the  hamamelis  has  some  efficacy  in  ophthalmia,  but 
is  no  specific.  Dr.  King  remarks  that  he  has  succeeded  in  curing 
the  most  obstinate  and  long  standing  cases  of  ophthalmia,  as  have 
njany  others  to  whom  he  has  named  it,  with  a  collyrium  made  of 
equal  parts  of  witch-hazel  bark,  golden  seal,  and  lobelia  leaves. 
The  United  States  Dispensatory  refers  to  its  use  in  ophthalmia, 
p.  1147.  Edwards  and  Vavasseur  refer  to  it  on  p.  99.  They 
observe :  **  The  inner  rind  is  employed  as  a  cataplasm  in  severe 
and  painful  inflammation  of  the  ^es,  and  has  been  found  very 
efficacious.'* 

'  Tannin  has  frequently  been  alluded  to  in  some  of  our  medical 
journals  as  an  excellent  remedy  for  inflanmiation  of  the  eye.  In 
all  those  cases,  where  a  solution  of  tannin  has  proved  useful,  a 
wash  for  the  eye  made  from  the  bark  of  the  hamamelis,  would  be 
far  more  beneficial,  as  in  addition  to  the  tannin  it  contains,  it  pos- 
sesses anodyne  properties  which,  in  most  instances,  addto  the  value 
and  efficiency  of  a  collyrium. 

Leucorrhcba,— Many  varieties  of  this  disease  have  been  de- 
scribed by  authors,  according  to  its  supposed  seat  or  source,  and  to 
the  various  circumstances  associated  with  it  Dr.  Copland  remarks 
*iliat  leucorrhoea  may  occur  at  any  period  of  life,  from  earliest 
infancy  to  advanced  old  age,  but  is  most  frequent  between  the 
ages  of  fifteen  and  fifty.  In  childhood  and  early  infency,  dis- 
charges from  the  vagina  and  vulva  are  not  infrequent,  and  com- 
monly, as  Dr.  C.  remarks,  the  consequences  of  irritation  or  inflam- 
matory action,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  genitals  partaking  in. 
the  general  disposition  of  mucous  membranes  to  be  irritated  or 
inflamed  at  this  period  of  life,  and  to  furnish  a  copious  mucous  or 
muco-puriform  secretion.  In  children  this  discharge  sometimes 
proceeds  from  the  vulva  and  orifice  of  the  vagina.  In  both  child- 
ren and  adults,  this  form  of  leucorrhoea  may  assume  either  an  acute 
or  sub-acute  inflammatory  character,  or  a  chronic  state.  This 
discharge  is  occasionally  so  acrid  as  to  excoriate  the  surfax^e,  and 
the  pfirts  with  which  it  comes  in  contact     Infantile  leucorrhoea. 
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occasionally,  presents  a  catarrhal  form,  and  is  then  associated  with 
slight  brochitic  of  catarrhal  fever,  or  even  with  ozcena. 

TVeatment — In  this  form  of  the  disease,  there  is  frequently  con- 
siderable irritation,  which  requires  the  use  of  emollient  fomenta- 
tions several  times  a  day.  After  each  fomentation,  a  decoction  of 
the  bark  of  hamamelis  may  be  freely  used,  with  every  prospect 
of  success.  This  application  will,  in  most  cases,"!allay  the  smarting 
and  itching,  which  often  is  quite  harassing;  By  the  use  of  this 
agent,  and  cooling  diaphoretic  and  aperient  medicines,  this  form  t)f 
disease  may  readily  be  subdued.  If  the  irritation  extend  up  the 
vagina,  a  little  of  infusion  of  this  remedy  should  be  injected  by 
means  of  a  small  syringe. 

Vaginal  Leucorrh(EA. — This  form  is  occasionally  acute,  and 
very  frequently  chronic.  In  the  acute  form  it  is  simple  vaginitis. 
After  the  inflammatory  action  is  subdued,  in  the  acute  form,  in- 
jections of  the  infusion  of  witch-hazel  should  be  used ;  this  should 
be  alternated  with  other  agents,  such  as  the  acetate  of  lead,  acetate 
of  lead  and  opium,  or  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  &a 

The  chronic  state  of  vaginal  leucorrhoea,  requires,  in  most  in?* 
stances,  tonics  and  astringents,  when  medical  aid  is  sought,  at  the? 
commencement  of  the  treatment.  Sesqui-ohloride  of  iron,  in  the 
form  of  tincture,  is  a  good  tonic  for  this  malady.  Most  of  the 
ferruginous  preparations  have  been  held  in  high  repute  in  this 
diseasa  Frequently  the  combination  of  quinine  and  iron  will  b^ 
found  a  most  serviceable  remedy  in  such  cases.  The  state  of  the 
bowels  should  claim  seasonable  attention.  Of  the  various  local 
means  that  have  been  resorted  to  with  advantage,  hamamelis  has 
claims  worthy  of  consideration.  Other  agents,  such  as  the  solu- 
tions of  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  or  of  alum,  or  of  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
may  be  used  with  a  female  syringe.  Perhaps  no  single  agent 
could  be  selected  as  an  injection  for  the  vagina,  more  valuable  than 
an  infusion  of  the  bark  of  this  shrub.  The  injections  should  be 
used  at  a  temperature  of  about  90°  F.  To  secure  the  full  benefit 
of  the  injections,  they  should  be  administered  while  the  patient  is 
in  a  recumbent  position,  and  as  often  as  two  or  three  times  daily. 
Many  writers  have  made  fe.vorable  mention  of  the  use  of  this  article 
in  the  treatment  of  this  complaint 

Uteiune  LBUCORRHoeA. — ^In  addition  to  the  use  of  the  specur 
lum,  nitrate  of  silver,  sulphate  of  copper,,  ajid  other  numeioua 
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remedies  in  use  for  this  malady,  hamamelis  proffers  to  be  of 
essential  utility,  at  least  in  some  stages  of  the  disease.  It  may  be 
advantageously  employed  internally,  and  topically  by  the  aid  of  a 
female  syringe ;  the  same  directions  should  be  observed  relative  to 
the  injections  as  were  noticed  in  the  treatment  of  vaginal  leucor- 
rhcea.  In  the  treatment  of  uterine  leucorrhcea,  the  author  considers 
the  hamamelis  as  a  valuable  adjuvant 

Gleet. — Gonorrhoea  sometimes  assumes  a  chronic  character, 
and  passes  into  gleet;  in  such  instances,  a  long  continued  treat- 
ment is  generally  required  to  effect  a  cure  however  judicious  may 
be  the  means  employed.  The  remedies  usually  resorted  to  ard 
camphor,  sulphate  of  iron,  sulphate  of  zinc,  kino,  catechu,  small 
doses  of  creosote,  tincture  of  the  muriate  of  iron,  tincture  of 
quassia,  or  of  columba,  &c.,  &c.  Some  authors  have  recently  added 
the  hamamehs  virginica  to  the  catalogue  of  agents  administered 
in  the  treatment  of  this  affection,  also  the  preparations  of  buchu, 
pareira,  and  uva  ursi.  The  hamamelis  may  be  used  internally,' 
quite  freely  for  some  time,  and  as  an  injection  for  the  urethra. 
Many  caes  will  yield  to  its  use ;  other  medicinal  agents  may  be 
used  in  conjunction  with  it,  if  indicated. 

Prolapsus  Anl — A  decoction  may  be  used  advantageously  as 
a  topical  application  in  prolapse  of  the  rectum.  The  first  object 
is  to  return  the  protrusion  ;  the  second  is  to  prevent  its  recurrence. 
It  is  for  accomplishing  the  second  object  that  the  author  would 
recommend  the  employment  of  this  drug.  Other  agents  may  be 
indicated  for  this  purpose,  to  keep  the  bowels  in  a  proper  state  or 
condition.  Some  writers  speak  favorably  of  the  use  of  this  remedy" 
in  prolapsus  uteri 

HLfiMOBBHOiDS. — ^Dr.  Copland  observes :  "  There  are  few  diseases 
upon  which  so  much  has  been  written — ^ignorantly  and  do^ati- 
cally  written — as  upon  hsemorrhoida  There  are  several  form^ 
and  varieties  of  this  affection.  When  associated  with  a  morbid 
condition  of  the  hepatic  organs,  the  functions  of  digestion  are  mord 
or  less  deranged,  and  the  bowels  are  costive  or  irregular.  Thd 
author  has  treated  cases  in  which  the  haemorrhoidal  discharge  wai 
alarmiQg.  In  such  caess  the  treatment  should  partake  of  that 
adopted  for  haemorrhages  in  general.  It  is  in  such  cases  that  th6 
hamamelis  will  display  its  remedial  properties.  .  Dr.  J.  Fountain, 
in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Lee,  ta  which  allusion  has  been  made,  observed 


Bates — On  Hamamelis  Virginica.  47 

iliat  in  most  cases  of  piles,  the  anodyne  property  of  this  plant  is 
:5till  more  manifest  used  in  the  shape  of  a  poultice  or  wash  in  the 
form  of  a  decoction.  Dr..  F.  gives  the  following  recipe  for  an  oint- 
ment for  piles;  which  he  says  succeeds  admirably.  This  recipe  is 
-copied  by  Dr.  Lee,  and  published  in  the  Aledical,  Journal^  voL  1, 
p.  202.  "  5^-  Witch-hazel  bark,  white  oak  bark  (inner  bark), 
sweet  apple  tree  bark,  of  each  three  handfuls ,-  water,  three  quarts. 
Boil  to  one  pint ;  strain ;  add  lard,  half  a  pound ;  simmer  out  the 
water,  stirring  continually  till  it  cools."  An  ointment  made  from 
{he  extract  would  doubtless  be  better,  and  much  more  readily 
•prepared. 

Tinea  Capitis. — Several  forms,  or  species  of  tinea  have  been 
entertained  by  different  writers  on  this  disease.  Many  authors  have 
advocated  that  these  affections  of  the  sCalp  kre'  connected  with  the 
'development  of  parasitic  microscopic  plants ;  foremost  among  its 
advocates,  may  be  mentioned  the  names  ol  Drs.  Bazin  and  Jenner. 
The  treatment  recommended  lor  the  several  species  of  th^  disease, 
is  somewhat  similar.  Cleanliness  is  strictly  enforced  in  all  cases ; 
4md  the  constitution  of  the  patient  supported' with  tonics,  stimulants, 
and  a  healthy  nutricious  diet  Whatever  may  be  the  constitutional 
treatment  in  these  affections,  local  means,  as  a  general  rule,  are  in- 
«dispensable.  Washes  may  be  selected,  says  Dr.  Copland,  with  the 
•double  intention  of  cleansing  the  surface  and  curing  the  disease. 
The  fluid  applications  require  to  be  applied  for  some  time,  in  order 
to  be  of  any  essential  service.  Tan- water,  as  either  a  lotion  or 
wash,  after  the  removal  of  the  crusts  of  favus,  has  been  favorably 
mentioned  by  Weaver.  Dr.  Copland  has,  in  similar  forms  and 
•circumstances,  employed  strong  tar- water  with  complete  succesa 
According  to  Weaver's  application,  the  use  of  the  hamamelis  vir- 
ginica must  prove  a  good  remedy  for  the  cure  of  this  malady.  Dr. 
Lee  remarks :  "  As  a  wash  in  tinea  capitis,  and  other  affections  of 
the  skin,  the  fluid  extract  containing  a  small  quantity  of  alkali,  as 
the  bi-carb.  potassa,  will  be  found  well  adapted."  The  amoimt  of 
tannin  contained  in  the  bark  of  this  plant,  should  introduce  it  into 
use  as  a  suitable  agent  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease  under  con- 
sideration. Numerous  other  diseases  might  be  mentioned  in  which 
this  agent  would  prove  serviceable,  either  internally  or  externally, 
but  a  sufficient  number  has  been  adduced  to  give  character  to  the 
remedy,  and  institute  an  inquiry  in  the  profession  relative  to  its 
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properties,  and  therapeutic  value  in  the  treatment  of  diseasei§j, 
hitherto  strangers  to  its  use.  Statements  from  medical  men,  con,- 
taining  valuable  information  relative  to  the  use  of  this  agent  as  a^ 
remedy  in  the  diseases  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  and  in 
other  maladies,  will  be  thankfully  received. 

PREPAEATIONS. 
Fluid  Extract,  -        -  Dose,  1  to  .2  drams. 

INFUSION  OF  WITCH   HAZEL. 

Fluid  Extract, 1  ounca 

Water, 1  pint 

Dose. — Four  dranis  every  five  minutes,  in  cases  of  epistaxis. 

SYBUP  OF  WITCH  HAZJJL. 

Fluid  Extract,  .        .        .        .        4  oance& 

Syrup,  .        .        .       ^.        .         .12    '  " 

DosK — One  to  two  drams, 

WASH  IN  TINEA  CAPITIS- 

Fluid  Extract  of  Witch  Hazel,  -        -        1  Qunca 

Myrica  Oerifera, 15  gr& 

Water,        - 8  ounces. 

Wash  the  affected  parts  twice  a  day  with  a  solution  of  castilQ 
soap,  and  after  thoroughly  drying  them,  apply  the  above  lotion. 


■♦-»- 


[Oomiminloated  to  the  jQanuJ,of  MsterU  MedioaJ 

APOCYNUM    CANNABINUM. 


BY  J.   0.  H.  GOSS,   1.  K.,  AND  H.  D.,  PBOP.  OF  HAT.  KED. 


Natural  Order,  A^pocynacoe,    Sexual  System,  Pentavr-Dt^. 

There  are  two  plants  of  the  same  natural  order,  viz :  the  apocy- 
num  cannabinum,  and  the  apocynum  andros8Bmif olium.  Theapft- 
aynum  cannabinxun  may  be  dxstingui3hed  from  the  aixdrossemifoliui]!^ 
by  ita.lpng  trailing  roat9,,its  mauy  flowered  cyiaes  which  aire  p- 
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niculate  and  smooth.  Its  calyx  with  subulate  segments,  about 
as  long  as  its  coroUa.  The  corolla  is  small,  companulate,  and  of 
a  greenish  or  yellowish-white  color  externally,  with  a  pinkish 
tinge  within.  Its  follicles  are  long  and  slender.  The  root  of  the 
apocynum  androsaemifolium  is  larger,  the  leaves  are  longer,  and 
the  flowers  are  in  cymose  racemes,  longer  than  the  leaves,  nodding, 
few-flowered,  with  minute  bracts  on  the  peduncles.  The  calyx  is 
small,  five-cleft.  The  corolla  is  of  a  flesh-color,  companulate  also, 
and  divided  into  five  spreading,  acute  segments.  The  stamens 
are  five ;  filaments  short ;  anthers  long,  saggitate,  and»  connivent ; 
and  there  are  five  glandular  appendages,  alternating  with  the  sta- 
mens. The  ovaries  are  two,  ovate,  and  supporting  the  sessile 
stigmas.  The  finuts  of  both  are  much  alike,  and  so  of  the  bark 
and  the  stalk,  in  fact,  the  appearance  of  the  plants  is  very  much 
the  same,  with  exception  of  the  flowers  and  the  root  And  I  have 
not  discovered  any  very  material  difference  in  the  medical  proper- 
ties of  the  two  plants,  though  I  have  never  used  the  androsaemifolium 
enough  to  test  its  medical  properties  satisfactorily.  Both  of  the 
varieties  grow  plentifully  in  most  parts  of  the  United  States,  in 
waste  lands  and  rich,  sandy  loams,  that  are  not  cultivated ;  culti- 
vation soon  destroys  the  androsaemifolium,  as  its  roots  are  shallow. 
Medical  Properties. — The  medical  properties  reside  in  the 
bark  of  the  root,  which,  when  powdered,  very  much  resembles 
ipecac.  Its  taste  is  very  bitter,  and  rather  nauseous.  This  plant 
possesses  many  very  valuable  therapeutical  properties.  In  large 
doses,  say  from  twenty  to  thirty  grains,  it  produces  emeto-catharsis, 
followed  by  a  tendency  to  sleep,  with  considerable  reduction  of  the 
pulse,  and  if  then  continued  in  small  doses,  say  three  to  six  grains 
every  two  or  three  hours,  it  acts  as  a  diaphoretic,  and  frequently 
as  a  diuretic.  Its  action  as  a  diuretic,  together  with  a  peculiar 
tonic  property  that  it  seems  to  exercise  over  the  system  in  a  state 
of  debUity,  renders  it  a  valuable  remedy  in  acute  cases  of  dropsy. 
So  very  remarkable  is  its  influence  qv^r  ihe  organs  of  endosmosis 
and  exdosmosis,  that  Dr.  Rush  styled  it  the  "  vegetable  trocar." 
It  seems  not  only  to  act  as  a  diuretic  upon  the  kidneys,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  produces  diaphoresis,  which  last  action  aids  very  much 
in  unloading  the  blood  of  its  serum,  hence  its  value  in  most  cases 
of  dropsy.  As  a  diuretic,  its  action  may  be  increased  by  combin- 
ing it  with  nitrate  of  potassa ;  three  grains  of  cannabinum  and  five 
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gnaiDs.  of  mtEa|&  a£  potoasat  engexy,  two  or  thiee.heiuHk  Or  the 
iBfumon  may  be  combined  with  tbis  infusion  of  pipsiaseira^  ona. 
ounce  of  the  infiisiou  of  cannabiuum, and  ti^oouBces.of  the/iolu- 
sioa  of  pipsissewa,  every  three  hoora.  This,  combination  will  bs. 
foxmd  very  efficient  in  removing  the  accumulated  fluid  in  any  fom^ 
of  the  disease,  and  of  so  acting  on  the  secerning;  organs  as  to.  pret 
Y^nt  a  ne^accumulation  of  theauperabundaanib  fluid. 

A  very  valuable  diuretic  in  dropay  may  be  made  by  combining' 
the  cammbinum,  ampelopsis,  and  pipsiasewia ;  one  ounce  of  thecaoh 
nabinum,  twQ  ounces  of  the  pipsissewa,  and  four  ounoea  of  the.aaiQ- 
polopsjs  to  a. quart  of  y^si/dx^jisf&v f jMoIjId^to  one  pint;  dose,  one 
o^ce  every  two  houm  /^^^^^annabinumisaval, 
iMiblemuedympneum^  aw^^^^^l-W  be  combined 
'with  the  compound  poTO^r  l£cwi^«^rodT>pim.  Asa  cathartic, 
itka  very  importaQt  Amedy  iiv»M»^se^3es/  In  obstinate  con- 

found  very  prompt,  aod  if:  to^^MJBCjsUeipid,  the  podophy Uin  may 
be  added«     One  very  important  property  of  this  remedy  is  tto 
Viery  prwupt  removal  of  the  small  Wionn  that*  often  infest^  the  re©-, 
tw,  (the  ascam  vennicularis),  whichprovea  exceedingly  annoying. 
A  fm,mm^  of  the, apocynum  made  into  pills  and  given  twice,  a. 
d^4  will  remove  those  little  intrwie^  movi^  readily  than  ajxy  pmg- 
i^Tce  thi^  I  hayQ  ever  tried^     The  apocynum  in  small  doses,  is  an^ 
eflfeiept  tonic  i^  dyspepsia,     I  have  used  it  combined  with  hyc. 
dm^\a  canadensis  and  meni^permum,  with  happy  success  in  atoiii^. 
dyifi^i^p^i^    I  know  of  no  remedy  that  equals  the  above  in  debalitijr} 
of  thQ  digestive  apparatus,    For  which  purpose  the  tinctuirea  oX) 
flui4  exjbyactp  of  the  above  articdes  aire  very  convenient    As  folr 
Iowa:  tincture  of  apoeynum,  2  5  ;  tincture  of  meniapermum,  3  5  ; 
tineitaire  of  hydrastis*  4  5 .    Mix.    Dose,  one  to  two  drachms  every; 
foTO  hqurs.    This  combination  will  give  tone  to  the  gastric  surfaicey 
inerease  the  action  of  the  gastric  glanda,  and  stimulate  the  liver  Uk, 
vigorous  action  alsa    If  there  is  nervous  depression,  or   muclaK 
imxe^ation  of  the  stomach,  a  few  drops  of  fluid  extract  of  mxm 
vomica  may  be  added  to  each  dose,  say  Ave  drops  or  ten  of  the^ 
tiiipture. 

ApocYNiNi* — ^I  have  given  the  results  of  my  experience  with 
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the  crude  article,  but  there  are  therapeuti9al  eiJects  that  may  be 
more  ^ely  and  speedily  obtained  fix)m  liie  apocynin  than  from 
Hhe  crude  article,  and  it  is  the  case  with  many  other  articles  of  the 
loateria  medica.  Profs.  King,  Scudder,  Eush,  Wood,  and  many 
Ofthers  testify  to  the  diuretic,  emetic,  cathartic  and  diaphoretic  prop- 
erties of  the  crude  article,  but  they  say  but  little  of  concentrated 
principle,  from  the  fact  that  it  was  comparatively  unknovm  when 
Ihey  wrote.  Of  the  modus  operandi  of  the  apocynin,  I  have 
never  seen  any  account,  save  in  Prof  Wm.  Paine's  New  Kemedies, 
.and  in  his  treatise  upon  apocynin  he  gives  his  views  upon  the 
modus  operandi  of  that  article  briefly,  which  accord  with  my  own 
-experience  with  it  Its  specific  tendency,  as  he  says,  "is  to  the 
iidneys  and  brain.'^  It  very  readily  increases  the  functions  of  the 
Mdnfeys,  and  powerfully  hastens  those  transformations  necessary 
to  that  peculiar  metamorphosis  that  results  in  the  production  of 
nrine.  And  it  produces  that  result  by  hastening  the  liberation  pf 
those  elements  of  which  the  urine  is  composed,  thereby  furnishing 
^n  increased  quantity  of  those  materials  to  the  kidneys.  It  seems 
to  set  up  catalysis  in  the  system,  and  thereby  hastens  that  disinte- 
gration of  nitrogenous  element,  together  with  the  phosphates, 
urates,  and  lithates,  and  thus  conveys  them  out  of  the  system. 
•Some  authors  speak  of  having  derived  much  advantage  from  4e 
-ei^de  article  in  fevers,  yet  no  one  would  pretend  to  say  that  it  is, 
per  se,  a  febriftige,  much  less,  an  anti-periodic,  yet  they  say  they 
have  derived  much  benefit  from  the  apocynum  in  periodical  fevers, 
«ad  no  doubt  they  have,  especially  in  tiiose  cases  where  the  system 
vas  overloaded  witii  those  poisonous  nitrogenous  elements,  and 
«uperabundant  phosphates  and  lithates,  that  the  kidneys  have  feiled 
to  convert  into  urine,  and  thereby  convey  out  of  the  system.  In 
euch  a  state  of  the  system,  this  article  would  be  a  valuable  remedy 
in  any  form  or  type  of  fever.  In  cases  of  periodical  fever,  it  not 
xmfrequently  happens  (as  it  does  also  in  typhoidal  fevers),  that  the 
secretions  become  so  vitiated  that  the  teeth  become  covered  with 
sordes,  and  the  brain  poisoned  with  the  retained  uric  acid,  thereby 
producing  the  most  depressed  oonditon  of  the  entire  nervous  sys- 
tem, and  if  not  relieved  will  result  in  death.  Now,  in  such  a  con- 
dition, I  have  seen  the  routinist  continue  his  calomel  and  quinine 
^m  day  to  day,  and  his  patient  finally  die  fi*om  this  brain  poison. 
Now,  in  such  conditions  of  the  system  (in  any  disease),  the  apocy- 
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nin  given  in  small  doses,  say  one-sixth  to  one- eighth  grain  every 
hour  or  two,  triturated  with  lactin,  will  remove  those  blood-poisona 
and  make  ready  for  the  anti-periodics  where  they  are  indicated,  or 
for  other  treatment  that  may  be  indicated  in  each  individual  case^ 
In  many  cases  of  both  acute  and  chronic  rheumatism,  where  there 
is  a  large  amount  of  uric  or  lithic  acid  in  the  blood,  (and  this  is 
most  generally,  if  not  universally  the  case)  the  apocynum  may  be 
combined  with  the  neutral  salts  and  given  with  decided  advantage, 
or  it  may  be  combined  with  the  tincture  of  colchicum  for  the  same 
purpose.  In  those  persons,  from  excess  of  acid  in  the  stomach,, 
who  are  subject  to  nervous  headache,  small  doses  of  the  apocynum. 
taken  daily,  will  free  the  brain  from  the  lithic  acid,  and  thereby  re- 
move the  headache.  I  have  derived  much  benefit  from  it  in  this 
disease,  even  in  some  of  the  most  obstinate  cases.  In  cases  of 
epilepsy,  connected  with  an  acescent  state  of  the  stomach,  the  apo- 
cynum, combined  with  other  suitable  medicines,  wUl  be  found  a 
very  efficient  remedy.  In  all  the  cases  of  this  pecuhar  nervous 
disease  that  I  have  treated  for  several  years,  I  have  chemically 
examined  the  urine  and  have  invariably  found  it  highly  charged 
with  uric  or  lithic  acid.  In  spasms  of  children,  this  same  condi-. 
tion  is  very  frequently  the  remote,  and  not  unfrequently  the  excit- 
ing cause  of  the  disease.  It  does  not  always  result  in  spasms,  but 
when  associated  with  that  irritable  condition  incident  to  teethiag,, 
or  where  there  are  worms,  &c.,  this  condition  becomes  auxiliary 
in  the  production  of  that  peculiar  lesion  of  the  nervous  system  that 
results  in  spasmodic  affections,  and  hence  the  apocynin  becomes 
a  helping  remedy,  upon  rational  principles. 


-•-*- 


PODOPHYLLIN. 


BY  JOS.  ADOLPHUS,  M.  D. 
of  Hastings,  Mich. 


In  therapeutics,  as  in  all  other  departments  of  rational  science,  men's 
minds  are  fashioned  in  conformity  to  the  evidence  in  ihe^  case ;  but  oc^ 
oasionally  a  little  prejudice  intervenes  and  accomplisnes^an  incalculable 
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amount  of  error  and  confusion.  PodophyUin  and  calomel  have  their 
advocates,  their  champions,  who  are  too  often  afflicted  with  a  serious 
monomania,  that  prevents  them  from  being  good  and  correct  philoso- 
phers. PodophyUin  is  an  agent  of  vast  therapeutic  value,  as  those  who 
have  studied  its  modus  operandi  carefully,  are  well  aware.  That  it  is 
potent  for  evil,  I  am  also  well  persuaded.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
eompare  podophyllin  and  the  mercurials,  nor  do  I  design  to  advocate  it 
as  a  great  therapeutic  panacea,  but  merely  to  give  my  experience  after 
using  it  for  these  many  years. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  callinj?  it  one  of  the  most  valuable  remedial 
agents  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  Alone  I  have  found  it,  in  small 
doses  of  one-tenth,  one-sixth  and  one- quarter  of  a  grain,  a  valuable  agent 
in  nearly  all  forms  of  intestinal  diseases.  In  most  cases  of  constipation 
from  glandular  inactivity  of  the  bowels,  I  esteem  it  much.  When  long 
continued  in  one-tenth  grain  doses,  three  times  a  day,  it  has  seldon 
failed  to  bring  about  a  cure.  Podophyllin  is  a  blood  medicine.  It  i& 
absorbed  and  readily  accomplishes  what  is  claimed  for  it,  by  its  opera- 
tion on  the  glandular  system. 

As  a  cathartic  when  administered  alone,  I  have  no  great  preference 
for  it  in  large  doses.  It  is  evident  that  its  acrid  irritant  qualities  in 
such  doses  are  quite  objectionable.  It  may  appear  rather  singular,  that 
a  one-fourth  grain  dose  of  podophyllin  with  one  grain  of  leptandrin,  is 
a  more  efficient  cathartic  than  two  grains  of  podophyllin  administered 
alone,  but  such  is  the  fact.  An  excellent  cathartic  pill  is  made  as  fol- 
lows: 5&'  Podophyllin,  gr.  one-fiflh,  leptandrin,  gr.  j.,  pulv.  ipecac., 
gr.  j.,  ext.  hyos.,  gr.  j.  These  pills  I  have  used  ten  years,  and  am  thor- 
oughly pleased  with  their  action,  never  causing  griping,  tenesmus  or 
tormina.  I  have  used  them  in  dysentery,  in  the  forming  stages  of  fever, 
for  habitual  costiveness,  for  attacks  of  jaundice,  torpidity  of  the  biliarj 
apparatus,  etc.,  with  good  results.  Ipecac  controls  the  irritant  qualities 
of  podophyllin,  and  makes  its  operation  more  mild  and  pleasant.  Po- 
dophyllin, in  union  with  quinine  and  ipecac,  makes  a  very  pleasant  and 
effectual  cholagogue  an ti -periodic.  ^  •  Podophyllin,  gr.  one-sixth,  qui- 
nine, gr.  j.,  ipecac,  gr.  j.,  fl.  pil.,  with  gum-water.  The  podophyllin 
may  be  decreased  to  one-tenth  or  one-twentieth  of  a  grain,  if  the  pills 
are  to  be  long  continued.  The  operation  of  podophyllin  on  the  chylo- 
hepatic  system  is  imdoubted. 

In  all  cases  of  functional  disturbance  of  this]system,  I  have  gained 
the  best  results  from  it.  No  combination  appears  to  work  so  well  in 
my  hands  as  T)odoT)hy]''!i,  .  dr..sli:.  ar.a  lepca^ari;..  Th^n,  -5,  podo- 
pnyiiin,  31.,  nyarastine,  3ij.,  leptandrin,  3j.,  ext.  nux.  vom.  alcoholi- 
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cam,  ^j.,  mucilage  of  g.  a.,  q.  s.  ft.  pil.  110,  one  pill  for  a  dose.  T<v 
the  gum  mucilage  a  little  glycerin  should  be  added,  this  prevents  the 
pills  becoming  hard.  This  formula  I  have  used  for  many  years,  and 
have  recommended  it  to  other  practitioners,  who  accord  to  it  all  I  claim. 
I  suggest  that  this  formula  be  adopted  in  the  next  edition  of  the  U.  S.  P. 
As  a  tonic  it  has  high  claims.  It  is  a  favorite  remedy  of  mine  in  all 
cases,  when  digestion  is  poor  from  fullness  of  the  portal  and  ren^l  vessels^ 
when  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  secrete  largely 
thick  tenacious  mucus,  and  when  the  peristaltic  powers  of  the  intestines 
are  at  fault  from  hepatic  causes  or  otherwise.  In  all  cases,  or  nearly 
all,  of  glandular  enlargement,  induced  by  any  of  the  deranging  influen- 
ces caused  by  congestion ;  in  hepatitis,  after  the  active  stages  have 
passed,  and  during  the  progress  and  the  cure  of  all  our  paludal  forms 
of  fevers,  the  above  pills  are  an  excellent  remedy. 

But  it  is  as  an  alterative  that  1  wish  to  speak  of  podophyllin.  Though 
for  this  purpose,  I  prefer  the  crude  root,  the  podophyllum  peltatum.  bi 
all  cases  of  constitutional  diseases  where  an  alterative  is  required,  thi» 
agent  can  be  used  with  no  small  benefit.  I  can  not  refrain  from  ob- 
serving here,  that  so  far  as  the  subject  is  concerned,  I  must  endorse  all 
that  Dr.  Squibb  has  said  concerning  the  cinchona,  and  extend  the  same 
observations  to  the  crude  roots  and  barks,  from  whidi  all  the  alkaloids^ 
resin9  and  neutrals  are  prepared. 

Podophyllin  and  golden  seal  are  my  favorite  alteratives.  I  generally 
prefer  them  made  by  displacement  with  hot  water.  My  formula  is 
made  from  the  finely  powdered  roots.     Thus : 

9.  Podophyllum,  pulv.  §  j.,hydra8tis  canad.  pulv.  §  iiss.,  each  is 
mixed  up  into  a  stiff  paste  with  cold  water,  and  allowed  to  stand  six 
hours.  Then  |  xx.  of  boiling  water  are  added,  and  the  whole  well 
mixed  and  kept  at  a  temperature  near  boiling  for  six  hours ;  then  put 
into  a  displacer  and  add  boiling  water  till  |  xx.  have  run  off.  This 
process  is  slow,  because  the  fine  powder  allows  percolation  to  proceed 
slowly.  Hiough  1  have  hastened  it  by  mixing  a  large  quantity,  four 
tiines  the  bulk  of  coarse  sand  with  the  powdered  roots,  which  facilitates 
percolation.  To  the  percolated  fluid  I  add  §  xx.  of  si^ar,  and  §  iij. 
sat.  tr.  of  cimicifiiga  racem. ;  of  this  I  order  from  one  to  two  table- 
spoonfuls,  three  or  four  times  a  day.  This  formula  is  one  of  the  most 
active  and  satisfactory  alteratives  I  know  of.  I  fancy  it  to  be  a  true 
tissue  changer.  1  have  seen  the  worst  cases  of  skin  diseases,  secondary 
or  tertiary  syphilis,  glandular  enlargements,  chronic  ophthalmia,  dyspep- 
sia,  etc,  yield  to  it,  that  have  resisted  other  treatment.  Cod  oil  seems 
to  act  more  speedily  with  it.     Digestion  is  greatly  promoted,  the  skin 
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Acquires  its   natural  hue  and  feel,  and   the  secretions  soon  are  restored. 

Now  I  must  remark  here,  that  I  am  not  a  medicine,  hobbyist  nor  a 
drug  lover,  but  there  are  certain  combinations  that  seem  to  do  immense 
good  in  chronic  diseases,  to  which  we  become  partial,  in  consequence  of. 
having  received  most  excellent  results  from  their  use.  It  is  in  chronic 
diseases  that  drugs  do  so  much  good.  But  here  also  w'c  have  given  too 
much  medicine,  and  have  overdone  the  whole  matter. 

Podophyllin  is  a  tonic  in  small  doses.  No  "tonic  can  operate  without 
tffiecting  the  nutritive  fluids.  Quinine  enters  the  blood,  and  there  has 
'been  found  a  substance  in  that  fluid  analogous  to  quinia.  I  believe  all 
tonics  act  by  imparting  to  the  nutritive  fluids  something  specific,  and 
thereby  increasing  thehr  molecular  life-forces.  But  podopliyllin  has,  ia 
■eottimon  with  other  drugs,  been  given  in  too  large  doses,  and  made  Ul 
pftSS  off  by  the  bowels.  I  know  that  neither  podophyllin  or  quininie, 
^gfven  -alone,  has  the  same  therapeutic  eflect  as  when  combined.  I  know 
%at  the  combination  accomplishes  far  greater  good  results  than  either. 
1  'often  unite  morphia  with  them,  and  then  have  the  therapeutic  opera- 
iMn  of  the  three  in  a  most  marked  manner.  Those  who  have  not  used 
*]j{W)dophyllin  with  iron,  will  be  surprised  when  becoming  acquainted  with 
ibe  operation  of  the  combination.  The  former,  by  its  influence  over 
)3i^  portal  circulation,  and  its  power  as  a  cholitic  remedy ,  readily  allows 
^fcie  free  absorption  of  the  iron  to  occur.  My  usual  formula  is,  §• 
'Pbdopliyllin,  gr.  x.,  ferri  redact,  3iij.,  syrup,  acacise,  q.  s.  Ft.  pil.  Ix. 
WhiSn  I  desire  to  add  quinine,  I  generally  add  gr.  ij.  to  each  pill. 

Podophyllin  and  digitalis  mutually  increase  their  therapeutic  power. 
I  have  seen  the  whole  list  of  diuretics  exhausted  on  a  patient  in  vain, 
^intillihe  one-tenth  of  a  grain  of  podophyllin  was  administered  a  few 
'tSihes.  Thii8  law  is  one  common  to  all  cholitic  drugs,  but  I  am  inclined 
''to  believe  that  podophyllin  comes  under  it  to  a  greater  extent,  while  it 
-^'free  from  the  evil  tendencies  of  the  others  of  this  class. 

The  power  of  podophyllin  to  hasten  absorption  is  illustrated  in  the 
"ftlloMng  case.  A  man,  addicted  to  strong  drink,  had  a  severe  attack 
tf  dhtrrhcea,  which  was  likely  to  terminate  fatally.  At  the  same  time 
he  had  general  anasarca.  The  treatment  adopted  by  his  physician  failed 
4b  cure  the  diarrhoea  or  remove  the  effusion.  I  advised  podophyllin  in 
^Hilfr-twenticth-grain  doses,  rubbed  up  with  sugar.  Soon  after,  his  case 
tjegah  to  mend,  and  both  symptoms  yielded. 

Delicate  females,  who  are  readily  prostrated  by  cathartics  in  general, 
^&a  take  the  podophyllin  and  quinine  pill  to  good  advantage,  even  im- 
tH'^^iately  irfber  jparturition,  or  while  suflering  from  lowering  diseases. 
^^iiecao   'shbuld  always  be  combined  with  it  wh^n  we  wish  to  guard 
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against  its  irritant  qualities.  Hyoscjamus  and  ipecac  appear  to  pro- 
tect against  this,  and  make  it  altogether  a  desirable  remedy  in  all  cases. 

In  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidney,  podophyllin,  ipecac,  iron,  and  qui- 
nine, have  relieved  the  serous  effusion,  increased  the  quantity  of  urine, 
and  caused  a  more  perfect  elimination  of  urea.  In  three  cases  of  this 
kind,  I  kept  the  patients  under  this  formula  for  seventeen  weeks,  while 
they  took  the  cod  oil.  They  were  benefited  so  greatly,  that  the  remedy 
became  their  standard  medicine.  The  albumen  gradually  decreased  to 
a  certain  point,  from  which  there  were  occasional  fluctuations.  Of  course, 
1  look  upon  the  whole  combination  as  being  instrumental  in  bringing 
about  these  pleasing  results,  while  I  am  confident  that  no  one  of  the 
remedies  alone  would  have  done  so  much  good. 

It  may  not  appear  to  others  that  podophyllin  is  a  valuable  remedy  in 
infantile  diseases,  especially  where  an  alterative  is  needed.  Indeed,  I 
am  strongly  inclined  to  the  belief  that  it  does,  in  a  remarkable  manner, 
facilitate  the  action  of  other  alteratives.  This  seems  to  be  in  conse- 
quence of  its  power  to  facilitate  absorption  through  the  portal  system, 
by  removing  obstructions.  But  a  more  extensive  view  may  be  taken 
of  its  action,  from  the  fact  that  iron,  quinine,  and  other  tonics  have 
their  therapeutic  value  much  increased  when  combined  with  podophyllin, 
I  have  seen  children  of  a  scrofulous  taint  languish  under  cod  oil,  gly- 
cerin, iron,  quinine,  etc.,  until  one-twentieth  to  one-fortieth  of  a  grain 
of  podophyllin  was  administered  two  or  three  times  a  day ;  then  the 
good  effects  of  the  other  medicines  would  begin  to  manifest  themselves. 
In  other  diseases  it  is  of  inestimable  value.  Some  are  of  the  opinion, 
that  it  acts  upon  the  cutaneous  surface.  Of  this  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say.  I  think,  however,  if  the  profession  would  turn  more  attention  to 
this  article,  it  will  be  found  to  be  an  agent  of  more  varied  value  than 
at  present  reported.  The  host  of  liver  complaints  our  people  suffer 
from,  are  most  readily  relieved  and  cured  by  it  in  small  and  repeated 
doses,  especially  when  combined  with  ipecac  and  leptandrin,  guarded 
by  hyoscyamus.  When  a  mild  alterative  iriiluence  is  needed  in  con- 
junction with  tonics,  use  the  podophyllin,  stick  to  it,  and  you  will  sel- 
dom be  disappointed. 

The  formula  is  as  follows  :  5  •  Quin.  sulph.,  3  ss.,  podophyllin,  gr, 
iv.,  ferri  redacti,  gr.  xxiv.,  ipecac,  3j.,  liquorice  root,  pulv.,  3  iiss. 
Triturate  well  for  ten  minutes,  and  make  into  twenty-four  powders; 
one  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

This  prescription  was  also  taken  by  a  woman,  who  had  a  tumor  in 
the  region  ol  the  ovaries,  which  had  been  gradually  growing  for  three 
years.  For  six  months  she  took  the  remedy,  and  now  is  free  from  all 
indications  o{  any  tumor. — Philada,  Med.  and  Surg,  Reporter. 
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PRE-HISTORIC    MAN. 


The  following  interesting  papers  on  the  subject  of  the  antiquity  of 
man,  were  read  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  British  Association  in  Scot- 
land:— 

Sir  J.  Lubbock  read  a  paper  on  pre-historic  man,  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed the.  following  conclusions,  namely — that  existing  savages  are 
not  the  descendants  of  civilized  ancestors  ;  that  the  primitive  condition 
of  man  was  one  of  utter  barbarism  ;  that  from  this  condition  several 
races  have  independently  raised  themselves.  "  These  views  follow,"  he 
said,  "  from  strictly  scientific  considerations.  We  shall  not,  however, 
be  the  less  inclined  to  adopt  them  on  account  of  the  cheering  prospects 
"which  they  hold  out  for  the  future.  If  the  past  history  of  man  has  been 
one  of  deterioration,  we  have  but  a  groundless  hope  of  future  improve- 
ment ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  past  has  been  one  of  progress,  we 
may  fairly  hope  that  the  future  will  be  so,  too — that  the  blessings  of 
civilization  will  not  only  be  extended  to  other  countries  and  other  na- 
tions, but  that  even  in  our  own  land  they  will  be  rendered  more  general 
and  more  equable,  so  that  we  shall  not  see  before  us  always,  as  now, 
multitudes  of  our  fellow-countrymen  living  the  lives  of  savages  in  our 
Tery  midst ;  neither  possessing  the  rough  advantages  and  real,  though 
eoarse,  pleasures  of  savage  life,  nor  yet  availing  themselves  of  the  far 
higher  and  more  noble  opportunities  which  lie  within  the  reach  of  civ- 
ilized man." 

Mr.  John  Cranfurd,  F.  R.  S.,  also  read  a  paper  on  the  antiquity  of 
man,  as  follows : 

"  Man,  although  the  latest  creation  pf  the  class  of  beings  to  which  he 
is  more  nearly  allied,  is  yet  of  vast  antiquity,  although  that  portion  of 
his  history  which  has  transpired  since  he  has  acquired  the  art  of  making 
a  disable  and  authentic  record  of  his  own  existence,  forms  but  a  very 
small  fraction  of  it.  From  the  time  in  which  he  acquired  the  skill  to 
frame  this  record,  we  have  to  trace  him  back  over  the  many  stages  he 
had  to  pass  through  up  to  the  discovery  of  his  remains  in  caves,  and  of 
those  of  his  handiwork  in  the  recent  geological  formation,  *  the  drifl.* 
We  must,  indeed,  go  beyond  this,  and  up  to  his  first  appearance,  when 
h<*  ^"^«  without  speech,  ignorant  of  every  art,  and,  like  the  lower  ani- 
mals, chi.  V  guided  by  instinct.  This  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  fact 
that,  wher  material  evidence  of  man's  presence  exists,  whether  in  caves 
or  *  drifts,  ue  is  already  found  in  possession  of  implements  of  stone, 
implying  a  considerable  sto^)  :r  a   .anoe. 

"But  the  local^tica  to  wnicn  the  physical  geography  of  the  land  and 
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the  genius  of  its  people  oombined  to  effect  such  an  early  social  advance- 
ment as  was  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  the  skill  indispensable  to- 
the  production  of  a  reliable  and  enduring  record  of  human  events,  how- 
ever rude  and  imperfect,  have  been  few  in  number,  and  confined  to  such 
as  I  have  endeavored  briefly  to  enumerate.  Over  the  greater  part  of 
the  earth's  surface,  auspicious  locality  and  genius  of  race  were  not  so 
oombined  as  to  have  enabled  mankind  to  reach  that  point.  The  red 
man  of  America,  the  shepherds  of  Tartary,  the  black  races  of  AfricSi. 
never  even  approached  it.  The  most  highly  endowed  and  the  most 
happily  situated  of  the  nations  of  Europe  had  readied  it  only  in  com- 
paritively  modern  times,  and  might  not,  indeed,  have  reached  it  at  all 
bad  they  not  borrowed  largely  from  their  more  precocious  neighbofps  of 
Asia.  The  physical  geography  of  the  wild  region  of  Tartary,  inde- 
pendent of  the  quality  of  race,  has  made  it  impossible  that  man  should 
have  advanced  beyond  the  condition  of  migrating  shepherds,  who  have 
now  and  then  united  in  formidable  hosts,  and  proved  the  scouirges  oi 
civilized  noan. 

"  The  peculiar  privations,  both  as  to  locality  and  race,  whi<^  charae- 
terlze  some  regi(H)B  of  the  earth,  have  made  all  advance  in  the  art» 
beyond  what  was  indispensable  to  a  bas'e  preservation  of  esisteneei. 
impossible^  and  of  this  we  have  examples  in  the  land  oi  the  Esquinaaux 
afid  of  l^e  Australian.  In  a  few  localities  even  this  amount  of  skyi 
hod  not  been  attained.  Thus,  Spitzbergen,  Nova  Zembla,  and  even  ice« 
land,  when  first  seen  by  civilized  anan,  were  uninhabited ;  and  whcoi  wo- 
%ee  l^e  Esquimaux  living  and  multiplying  and  «|>reading  in  equally  rig^ 
orous  or  even  more  rigorous  climates,  it  is  hard  to  believe  but  that  they^ 
must  once  have  had  an  aboriginal  population,  seeing  that  at  least  aodmal 
Ifood  is  abundant  in  them,  if  they  had,  they  must  have  perished  for 
W'Snt  of  skill  to  maintain  exiirteBfce.  New  Zealand  would  seem  to  have- 
no  native  inhabitants  until  it  came  to  be  inhabited  by  savages  and  eaa» 
nibais  from  the  tropical  islands  of  the  Padiic.  It  is  difficult  in  this 
ease,  too,  to  believe  that  prolific  nature  would  have  left  so  large  a  coixr^ 
try  wiHiout  aboriginal  inhabitants,  yet  it  is  more  probable  that  "the 
aborigines  were  either  extirpated  or  absorbed  by  the  more  powerful 
invBders  than  that  they  perished  from  want  of  skill  in  the  arts." — St 
IxmU  Medical  B^orter. 
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COPTIS  TRIFOLIA-G-dLD  tHKEAD. 

BT  O.  F.  I^TKS,  M.  D. 

Thffis  tiseiul  tonic  has  of  late  y^anSi  been  almost  entirely  neg!)66Ced, 
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although  it  is  one  of  the  best  simple  bitters  that  grow  in  this  country. 
As  is  well-known,  it  is  an  evergreen,  with  a  perennial  creeping  root  of 
a  bright,  golden  yellow  color,  whence  its  name,  gold  thread.   The  leaves 
are  ternate,  and  stand  on  long,  slender  stalks,  while  the  flower  stem  is 
round  and  longer  than  the  leaves,  and  surmounted  with  a  quite  small 
white  flower.     It  grows  abundantly  on  this  continent,  from  Canada  to 
y/fginia,  in  wet  and  boggy  places.     It  flowers  in  May.     All  pans  of 
tiie  plant  may  be  used,  but  the  root  only  is  oflicinal.    This  occurs,  dried 
in  loosely-tangled  masses  of  long  thread,  like  filamentous  roots,  gener- 
ally commingled  with  leaves  of  the  plant.     It  has  an  orange-yellow 
color,  is  almost  widiout  smell,  and  a  pure,  simple  bitter  taste.     Prof* 
Proctor  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  bitter  principle  is  bei^erina,  an  alka- 
loid existing  in  several  of  the  bitter  plants ;  and  judging  from  its  geneml 
eflect,  1  should  presume  his  opinion  is  correct.     It  ccmtains  little  if  anjr 
immin.    I  found  the  gold  thread  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  dyspepsia^ 
oad  general  debility  following  dncfaona  in  the  treatment  of  protracteid 
cases  of  intemiittent  fever,  where  we  wish  to  increase  the  appeti!ke.     it 
is  also  ef^ecially  useful  combined  with  ptelia  or  gentiana^- as  a  promoter 
of  the  appetite  in  marasmus  and  female  diseases ;  in  the  latter  it  is  p^ 
cidiarly  beneficial.     My  usual  presciption  is  one  ounce  each  of  the  co|>- 
tntri^lia  and  ptelia  trifoliata,  and  one-half  ounce  race  ginger,  put  ki 
one  quart  of  diluted  alcohol.     Of  this  give  a  tablespoonfnl  three  tkneb 
a  day.    When  the  above  is  not  acceptable  to  the  stomachy  omit  tile 
ptelia,  and  increase  the  quantity  of  the  coptis. 

A  decoction  of  the  coptis,  sweetened  with  honey,  has  long  been  used 
iB  a  wa^  in  aphthous  sore  mouth  of  children,  but  is  hardly  active 
ttiough  to  be  of  much  benefit. 

I  feel  it  always  preferable  to  use  remedies  indigenous  to  our  oi/m 
doimtry,  and  trust  to  be  able  to  call  attention,  from  time  to  tiihe,  to 
other  native  plants,  the  use  of  whidi  has  been  neglected  for  want  6f 
proper  notice  and  trial. — St  Louis  Medical  Reporter, 
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On  a  New  Method  op  Expelling  Taenia. — By  Dr.  Lortet, — ^From 
the  researches  of  modem  helminthologists,  it  is  known  that  two  kinds 
of  tape- worm  may  be  found  in  the  human  intestine,  the  bothriocephalus 
and  ts&nla  solium.     These  two  worms  are  frequently  confounded  by  phys- 
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icians,  but  the  difference  may  easily  be  made  out,  by  the  fact  of  the  for- 
mer having  the  genitals  upon  its  broad  fiat  surface,  the  latter  presenting 
them  on  its  margins.  The  bothriocephalus  causes  but  little  annoyance, 
and  is  easily  expelled.  The  ethereal  oil  of  male  fern  or  Peschier's  pills, 
followed  by  a  mild  oleaginous  purgative,  will  rapidly  remove  this  un- 
pleasant habitant  from  the  intestines.  But  in  certain  localities  this 
worm  will  appear  again  arid  again  with  hopeless  obstinacy,  being  re- 
produced,  not  from  the  cephalic  extremity  left  adherent  to  the  mucous 
membrane,  but  by  the  ingestion  of  fresh  cysticerci.  In  some  places 
upon  the  banks  of  Lake  Leman,  it  affects  the  inhabitants  almost  in  the 
jnanner  of  an  epidemic.  The  bothriocephalus  rarely  affects  Frenchmen* 
The  taenia  solium,  on  the  other  hand,  is  very  common,  and  it  is  a  rer 
markable  fact,  that  great  difficulty  is  often  experienced  in  driving  this 
worm  from  certain  patients,  although  they  avoid  with  the  greatest  care 
the  originating  causes  of  the  affection.  In  order  to  treat  the  patient  ra- 
tionally, it  must,  a  priori^  be  established  that  it  is  necessary. — 1.  To 
administer  some  substance,  which  will  kill,  or  at  least  render  inert,  the 
worm,  without  exciting  contraction  of  the  intestines ;  and  2dly,  to  give 
to  the  patient  afterwards  a  mild  oleaginous  purgative  which  will  remove 
the  worm  without  breaking  it  up.  Inhalation  of  ether,  or  its  direct  ab- 
sorption by  the  intestinal  canal,  after  it  has  been  administered  either  in 
capsules,  or  evaporated  with  syrup,  will  produce  anaesthesia  in  the  en- 
tozoon,  which  is  then  carried  without  violence  to  the  rectum,  from  which 
it  may  be  expelled  entire  and  alive  by  a  dose  of  some  mild  purgative. 
Dr.  Lortet  has  tried  this  remedy  in  only  a  few  cases,  but  it  has  al- 
ways succeeded,  even  in  two  patients  in  whom  all  other  remedies  had 
failed.  The  following  is  his  method :  To  give  in  one  dose  20  grammes 
of  ether,  which  in  two  hours  is  followed  by  30  grammes  of  castor  oil. 
The  worm  is  discharged  without  causing  pain,  entire,  or  a1  most  so,  and 
always  with  the  cephalic   end  intact. — Leavenworth  Med.  Herald, 

Androgynism. — It  may  be  a  misfortune  to  be  born  a  woman,  as  it  is 
imquestionably  a  misfortune  that  some  women  are  born,  but  as  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  leopard  to  change  his  spots,  and  any  attempt  in  that 
direction  only  mars  his  beauty,  so  is  it  impossible  for  a  woman  to  change 
her  sex,  and  any  effort  in  that  direction  not  only  makes  her  riduculous 
in  the  estimation  of  all  true  women,  but  also  destroys  in  her  all  that  is 
lovely  or  loveable  in  the  estimation  of  men. — Idem: 

SuLT'HiTKs  1^'  Malarial  Fevers. — It  is  claimed  that  the  sulphites  of 
soda,  lime  ana  magnesia,  are  very  enectuai  m  tne  cuie   >ji  Ziib  ai^ieient 
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forms  of  malarial  fever.  Scruple  doses  every  two  or  three  hours  are 
recommended.  Will  some  of  our  readers  make  some  experiments,  and 
inform*  us  of  the  results  ? — Idem, 


Lead  Colic  Treated  by  Cold. — The  topical  application  in  lead 
poisoning  has  been  tried  in  Clichy,  by  Prof.  Monneret,  in  over  forty 
cases  with  complete  success.  Iced  drinks  and  injections,  the  cold  shower 
bath  two  or  three  times  a  day,  and  ice  bags,  or  ice  poultices  (of  frag- 
ments of  ice  laid  in  dry  linseed  meal)  are  used.  The  pain  and  other 
symptoms  disappear  "  as  i^  by  enchantment,"  and  in  two  or  three  days 
the  bowels  are  natural. — Phil,  Med.  and  Surg,  Rep, 

Muriate  of  Ammonia  in  Senile  Gangrene,  and  Tetanus. — Senile 
gangrene  has  been  treated  with  remarkable  success  by  Dr.  Chas.  Gru. 
H©  plunges  the  limb  into  a  foot-bath  containing  about  a  half  pound  (250 
grammes)  of  muriate  of  ammonia,  and  retains  it  there  for  several  hours. 
Fomentations  of  the  solution  are  constantly  applied  on  the  exterior. 
Under  this  application  the  normal  heat  and  color  of  the  limb  gradually 
return. 

In  tetanus  it  is  recommended  in  doses  of  two  or  three  drachms  a  day 
in  large  quantities  of  water.  It  brings  on  an  abundant  diaphoresis, 
with  which  critical  evacuation  the  disease  is  said  to  yield. — Idem, 

•  

Natural  History  op  the  Tape  Worm. — Measles  in  the  hog  is  the 
encysted  stage  of  the  Tcenia  Solium,  Measley  flesh  being  eaten,  the 
little  cysts,  which  consist  of  *the  future  head  of  the  mature  animal,  in- 
verted, escape  from  the  sacs  within  the  stomach,  unless  previously  de- 
stroyed by  cooking,  and  attach  themselves  by  their  armed  heads  to  the 
intestinal  walls.  From  this  head  are  developed,  one  after  another,  the 
joints  which  make  up  the  body  of  the  tape  worm.  The  first  formed,  o» 
oldest  joints,  when  sexually  mature,  escape  from  the  intestinal  canal, 
and,  being  eaten  by  swine,  the  ova  they  contain  are  set  free.  During 
digestion  the  ogg  shells  are  dissolved  and  the  minute  embryos  find  their 
way  into  the  tissues  again,  forming  measly  pork.  In  this  stage  the  tape- 
worm is  called  cysticercus  celluloses, — Am,  N^at, — Med,  Inves, 

Carbolic  Acid. — Applied  to  hemorrhoids,  carbolic  acid  corrugates 
the  sac.  It  will  destroy  pediculi  of  all  kinds.  The  full  strength  is  es- 
charotic,  but  diluted  in  glycerin  (5  drops  to  the  ounce),  it  forms  an 
agreeable  application. — Idem, 
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IODINE    IN    DISEASES    OF   THE    MUCOUS   MEMBRANES. 

9 .        Iodide  of  PotassiujD, 3  j. 

Iodine, 3  ss. 

Sugar  and  Gum  Arabic,  each 3  ij. 

Water, '. 5  j. 

Mix.  ^ 

Recommended  by  Dr.  H.  P.  Merrill,  {Richmond  Jour,  Med,),  as  a- 
potent  topical  application  to  combat  chronic  pharyngitis ;  when  the  dis- 
.6096  has  extended  into  the  trachea  and  bronchi,  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
liirush,  inhalation  of  iodine  and  camphor  is  confidently  advised.  Th^ 
imthor  remarks :  ^'  I  have  employed  these  inhalations  of  both  iodine 
and  camphor  vapor  in  many  cases  of  pharyngitis,  bronchitis,  catarrh^ 
and  coryza,  with  excellent  eifects." 

EXTRACTS   FROM  BOUCHARDAT'S   ANNUAL   ABSTRACT. 

BORATE    OF   AMMONIA   FOR   STONE. 

1.  Borate  of  Ammonia, )  ^^ 3  drachms. 

Liquorice,  )        ^ 

Distilled     Water, • 4  ounces. 

A'desaert-spoonful  every  h(»ir. 

2.  Borate  of  Ammonia, 2  draotuns. 

Diatilkd  Walter, 4  ounces. 

Simple  Syrup, .' ^     " 

A  tablespoonftil  every  two  hours^ — Jour.  Therap.  Med,  Chir,,  Sej^t. 
1806. 

PJ&ROHLORIDS   OF  IRON  IS   CKOLSBAIO   DZARBjHaiA^ 

]$^         Solution  of  the  Perohloride  of  Iron, 20  drops. 

Distilled  Wateo*, 5  ounces. 

Simple  Syrup, 1^     " 

GARGLE   OF   PEROHLORIDE   OF   IRON. 

5.        Solution  of  Perchloride  of  Iron,   (29.70 

per  ct.  of  the  dried  salt. — 30  Beaum6) ...   1  drachm. 

Water, 1  ounce. 

Mix, 
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liebig's   artificial  woman's  milk. 

15.         Wheat  Flour, 5  dracbms. 

Malt  Flour, 5      « 

Water, 10      " 

Skimmed  Milk, 50      " 

Solution  of   carbonate  or  bi-carbonate  of 
Potassa, 1      " 

OINTlfENT   FOR    CHILBLAINS. 

^^.     •   MWe  of  Pot^^iufla, 4  dra^Aijas. 

TLacture  of  lodijie, I        " 

Lard, 6J-  ounces. 

Milt. 

Becommended  at  every  stage  by  Mr.  Guersant,  who  also  uses,  for 
iihe  same  purpose,  two  tablespoonfuls  of  a  solution  containing  one*tenth 
•of- its  weight  of  permanganate  of  potassa  to  a  glass  of  water.  Lint 
used  in  dressings  may  be  saturated  with  this  mixture. — Bnlhtin  Therap, 

OINTMBNV   FOR    VARI0OBB<  ULGSItS.   ' 

5 ,         Simple  Cerate, 1  ounce. 

Red  Oxide  of  Lead,  ) 

\ each  32  grains. 

Cinnabar,  ) 

Mix. — ./ovr.  d^  MM*  et  Ohir.  pratiques^ 

MERCURIAL   COLLODION   FOR   aTP]K{I.ITIC   H^<0^%Mi 

9.         Bichloride  of  Mercury, 10  grains. 

Collodion, 5      " 

Mix  and  disisolye. 

Dr.  Lederc  mentions  a^  oa«0  of  numerous  maculae,  remaming  in  tln»> 

•<U0.Qf  a  young  woman  who  ha|i  been  suooesalally  treated  for  syphdlitixir 

papules,  which  had;  obstinately  resisted  alkaline  baths,  corrosiFe  subli? 

mate  baths,  and  aeanb^tka,  which  yielded  to  three  bathings  with  tbhtr 

joluloon. 

TREATMENT    FOR   ITCH. (Lippert,) 

3*         Liquid  Storax, 12  drachms. 

Alcohol,, 6  •      « 

Olive  Oil, 3        « 

Mix ;  frictions  morning  and  night ;  do  not  irritate  the  skin. 


• 
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Annual  Abstract  of  Therapeutics,  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy,  and 
Toxicology  for  IS67 ;  followed  by  an  original  memoir  on  Gouty 
Gravel,  and  Urinary  Calculi,  by  A.  Bouchardat,  Professor  of 
Hygiene  to  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  Paris ;  Member  of  the  Im- 
perial Academy  of  Medicine,  Translated  and  Edited^by  M.  J, 
Be  Rosset,  M.  D,,  Adjunct  to  the  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland ;  Member  of  the  Maryland  Academy  of 
Sciences,     Published  by  Lindsay  <&  JBlackiston,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 

The  study  of  medicine  comprises  all  that  scientific  investigation  or 
chance  discloses  concerning  diseases,  their  indications,  complications  and 
treatment,  concerning  new  remedies  and  new  uses  of  old  ones ;  to 
master  which,  progress  being  the  watchword  of  medicine,  and  mutation^ 
that  of  disease  and  therapeutics,  is  a  life-work  of  incessant  toil  and 
tireless  devotion.  This  information  and  familiarity  with  medicine  and 
its  collateral  branches  are  essential  to  skillfulness,  and  can  be  obtained 
nowhere  save  from  the  numerous  periodicals  from  all  parts  of  the  civ- 
ilized world,  devoted  to  the  advancement  and  diffusion  of  medical 
knowledge.  To  aid  the  student  of  medicine  and  the  practitioner  in  the 
accomplishment  of  this  task,  and  to  facilitate  investigation  after  practi- 
cal  truths  is  the  object  of  this  book. 

Its  Klominant  value  and  source  of  assistance  reside  in  the  fact  that  it 
precludes  the  necessity  of  the  physician's  searching  over  the  immense 
field  from  which  its  contents  have  been  gathered. 

It  not  only  presents  in  a  concentrated  form  the  results  of  recent  in- 
vestigations in  medicine,  the  practical  experience  of  the  "  toilers"  in 
our  profession,  but  contains  (editor's  preface)  "  original  information  > 
from  sources  not  hitherto  available."  This  volume  is  attractively^ 
bound,  has  a  complete  index,  and  contains  314  pages.  All  matter  is 
tabulated  under  appropriate  heads.  It  is  a  vehicle  freighted  with  im-* 
portant  truths,  a  manual  that  should  not  only  be  possessed  but  read  by 
all  medical  men. 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  Names,  Town, 

County  and  State,     We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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PRUNUS    VIROINIANUS. 
{Wild  Cherry.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,  M.  D. 


Natueal  Obdeb. — Drucapece^  De  GandoUe, 
"  "         Amygdalece^  Lindley, 

In  the  artificial  classification,  this  plant  belongs  to  class  Icosan* 
dria,  and  order  Monogynia, 

This  tree  has  been  changed  by  botanists  from  genus  Gerasus  to 
Prumis^  some  prefering  to  retain  it  in  the  genus  Cerams^  otheis 
choosing  to  locate  it  in  the  tamily  Prunus.  It  is  the  oerasus  vie- 
giniana  of  Michaux ;  and  the  cerasus  serotina  of  De  Candolle,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  botanical  nomenclature.  Ehrhart,  and  Gray 
call  it  prunus  serotina. 

Qenebio  Chabacter — (Eegarded  as  a  cerasus.)  Calyx  bell- 
form,  5-cleft ;  petals  5 ;  drup^  globose  or  round  ovate,  often  um- 
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bilicate,  or  sub-cordate  at  the  base ;  very  smooth,  without  bloom, 
succulent;  nut  sub-globose,  smooth. 

Specific  Character. — Flowers  white,  blooms  in  May,  racemes 
erect,  elongated ;  leaves  oval  oblong,  accuminate,  unequally  ser- 
rate, glabrous  both  sides ;  petioles  generally  bearing-  4  glanda  In 
open  fields,  the  limbs  of  this  tree  spread  out  into  an  elegant  oval 
top ;  but  in  dense  forests  it  grows  to  a  very  great  height,  with  a  few 
contracted  branchea 

BLiBiTAT. — This  tree  is  indigenous  to  most  parts  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  said  to  be  more  abundant,  and  to  attain  the  greatest 
magnitude  in  the  South- Western  States. 

History. — ^The  bark  is  the  officinal  portion,  and  that  of  the 
root  is  preferred  to  that  of  the  trunk  or  branches.  The  Indians 
have  used  the  bark  in  the  cure  of  syphilis.  Its  medicinal  prop- 
erties have  been  known  to  the  profession  for  many  years.  Dr. 
Morris  made  it  the  subject  of  his  inaugeral  dissertation  in  1802. 
Dr.  Barton  says  that  the  leaves  of  this  tree  are  poisonous  to  cer- 
tain animals,  as  calves,  and  even  the  berries  intoxicate  different 
kinds  of  birds.  Dr.  King  observes :  "  The  shoota  are  used  as  di- 
viniug  rods  to  discover  water  and  metals  under  ground,  by  certain 
adepts  in  the  occult  arts." 

Properties. — ^Tonic,  stimulant,  sedativa 

Uses. — Cardiac  Affections,  Dr.  Clifford  Allbut,  physician  to 
the  Leeds  General  Infirmary,  has  written  a  very  interesting  account 
of  this  agent  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady.  This  able  paper 
may  be  found  in  Braithewaite's  Retrospect,  Part  55,  p.  258,  for 
July,  1867. 

"The  Prunus  Virginiana,  or  American  wild  cheny,  has  a 
special  power  of  giving  tone  and  calmness  to  the  arterial  system. 
The  rapidity  and  intensity  of  the  heart's  action  are  lessened." 
Dr.  A.  proceeds  as  follows :  "I  have  found  the  wild  cherry  useful, 
not  only  in  cases  of  cardiac  disturbance,  but  also  of  general  ner- 
vous excitability,  of  'atonic*  dyspepsia,  and  intestinal  irritability. 
It  seems,  however,  to  have  a  more  special  bearing  upon  the  arterial 
nervo-muscular  tissues,  as  digitalis  also  has,  and  in  proper  cases  it 
comes  as  a  valuable  substitute  for  digitalis  when  this  medicine  is 
iU-bome.  Manv  sedatives,  as  you  are  aware,  tend  to  cause  nausea 
and  vomiting  in  those  who  take  them,  as  do,  for  example,  opium, 
chloroform,  tobacco,  and  many  others.     Digitalis  in  its  degree, 
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shares  with  them  that  peculiarity ;  and  you  will  find  in  practice 
many  persons  who  cannot  bear  digitalis,  even  in  small  doses,  on 
account  of  the  nausea  which  it  causes  in  them.  We  may  often 
stToid  this  ill  effect  by  judicious  exhibition  and  combination,  but 
sometimes  no  care  can  prevent  it  In  such  constitutions  or  states 
of  disease  the  wild  cherry  is  of  great  value.  In  doses  under  half 
ft  drachm  of  the  tincture,  and  under  one  ounce  of  the  infusion,  it 
IB,  so  far  as  I  can  tell,  invariably  well  boma  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  not  equal  to  digitalis  in  the  special  relief  which  we  need  in 
extreme  cases.  It  is,  indeed,  rather  to  be  used  in  the  continuous 
treatment  which  follows  the  removal  of  the  worst  symptoms. 
The  wild  cherry  is  not  an  heroic  remedy,  and  yet  it  is  not  an 
insignificant  ona  Moreover,  it  is  a  perfectly  safe  ona  I  have  never 
seen  a  case  among  the  many  which  I  have  treated  where  the  infu- 
sion or  tincture  of  wild  cherry  has  been  followed  by  any  poisonous 
consequences  On  the  contrary,  I  seldom  prescribe  it  in  suitable 
cases  without  receiving  a  spontaneous  tribute  fi:om  my  patient  to 
the  success  of  the  medicina  In  doses  larger  than  those  I  have 
mentioned,  however,  I  have  found  that  the  valuable  properties  of 
file  drug  were  not  obtained,  and  indeed,  in  more  than  one  instance, 
increased  distress,  and  sometimes  even  sickness  seemed  to  result 
&om  the  use  of  it  When  doses  beginning  at  fifteen  or  twenty 
drops  of  the  tincture  and  half  an  ounce  of  the  cold  infusion  do 
not  make  some  change  for  the  better,  I  now  lay  aside  the  medicine 
till  a  more  convenient  season-  Medicines,  like  mortals,  are  not  at 
all  hours  infallible. 

(It  is  in  mitral  regurgitations,  perhaps,  that  the  wild  cherry  is 
the  most  valuabla  Here,  a  slight  mal-adaptation  may  cause  most 
painful  disturbance.  Steel  is  not  often  admissible  in  any  stage  of 
this  disease.)  Miss  E.  W.,  aged  27,  subject  to  palpitation  on 
exertion  for  eighteen  months,  also  to  cardiac  oppression,  spasmodic 
dyspnoea,  occasional  dim  vision  and  fainting  sensations;  slight 
cough  of  some  weeks'  standing;  occasional  pain  and  puffiness 
about  the  ankles  towards  evening ;  bowels,  irregular ;  urine  ofben 
Bcanty  and  high-colored ;  has  spit  a  little  blood  once  or  twica 
Consulted  me  last  August  on  increase  of  these  sufferings.  I  found 
mitral  regurgitation ;  her  complexion  was  dusky,  her  lips  bluish, 
Iter  pulse  small  and  irregular.  Her  father  died,  about  the  age  of 
45|  of  heart  diseasa    Ordered  salines  and  diaphoretics  to  rdieve 
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cosgestion ;  bowels  kept  free     ^.  Tinctt  pnmi  virgimanae  M  2{h 
to  80  five  or  six  times  a  day,  as  req;iiired.    Tli«  next  day  but  ane^i 
on  seeing  her,  she  expressed  to  me  much  gratitude  for  the  "  drops  ^^ 
wliich  gave  her  marked  relief     After  omitting  the  other  medicLii6S^ . 
the  drc^s  were  continued,  and  she  improved  daily.     The  heairtH 
beoame  much  more  quiet,  the  pulse  more  certain  and  ftill,  the; » 
cough  disappeared  and  she  became  able  to  go  up  and  down  staiia^ 
without  any  great  dyspnoea.     T^,  Pot  iodid.  gr.  4. ;    sp.  aetiaer^ 
tinci  aurant,  aa  3    5  ss.;  in£  pruni  virginian®  5  vij.  three  timesn 
a  day.    Fix)m  this  time  her  improvement  became  i«pid,  and  in. 
seventeen  weeks  from  the  beginning  she  undertook  ^  somewhat! 
&tiguing  journey  with  my  consent     The  next  case  is  from  mjfi 
out<patient  list  at  the  Hospital     J.  G*.,  aged  46,  mill  hand,  com^ 
plains  of  cough,  occasional  blood-spitting,  and  of  wearing  pain  in 
left  arm;  also  of  palpitation,  dyspnoea,  and  occaaional  slight  anah 
saz^a.     There  is  decided,  but  not  unmanageable  venous  congeslioa  ^ 
of  the  viscera,  &c.,  a  poor  and  irr^ular  pulse,  and  a   "mitral 
regurgitant  murmur."      9.    Inf  pruni  virginianae    5  j.,  tim»i 
times  a  day.     The  week  following,  the  patient  paid  a  spontaneonin: 
tribute  to  the  power  of  the  medicine,  and  ia  six  weeks  had  re^i 
gained  considerable  ease.     I  might  tell  you  of  twenty  such  casesi-: 
In  nearly  all,  the  patients  were  left  to  give  their  own  opinion,  and« 
in  addition  to  ease  at  the  heart,  they  often  expressed  much  pleasure  • 
at  the  restoration  of  appetita    Loss  of  appetite  probably  due  to< 
congestion  of  the  capillaries  of  the  stomach,  and  consequent  sup-^ 
pression  of  gastric  secretion,  is  a  frequent  symptom  of  heart  dis- 
ease, alfecting  the  venous  flow."    Dr.  Stills  remarks:  "From  a 
knowledge  that  this  bark  contains  pruasic  acid,  it  has  been  used 
to  allay  excessive  action  of  the  heart  in  organic  as  well  as  fimc^ 
tional  affections  of  this  organ,  and  there  are  many  who  confide  in* 
its  efficacy."    Br.  Stills  is  of  the  opinion,  that  in  cases  where  the) 
in^egtdarity  of  the  action  of  the  heart  depends  upon  organic^ 
defects  alone,  it  is  possible  that  the  bark  of  the  prunus  may  some«> 
tLmes  moderate  its  tun]tiilt  and  thus  assuage  the  suffering  whioh^ 
arises  fix)m  that  causa    In  large  doses,  tMs  agent  according  ten 
Dr.  Bang's  vision,  diminishes  the  action  of  the  hearty  owiog  prob- 
acy as  he  says,  to  the  hydrocyanic  acid  which  it  afforda 

That  it  has  the  propeorty  for  diminiahing  the  frequency  of  tbet 
pul^  And  controlling  to  sc«ne  extent  the^  action  of  the  heart,  therc^ 
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tfmftains  no  more  doubt  than  nught  be  raised  relative  to  the  ao1i<Hi 
>of  v^ratoim  viride,  for  sucli  purposes.  It  accomplishes  the  indi- 
ioaliions  in  such  instances,  without  catising  any  alanning  symptoms. 
^'Ab  a  domestic  remedy,  Uiis  agent  has  frequently  been  used  to  ad- 
s^rantage  in  oases  of  laborious  respiration,  depending  upon  cardiac 
•disturbances.  Numerous  instances  have  been  recorded  in  which 
^fehis  article  has  been  of  signal  service  in  the  treatment  of  this  mal- 
iady. 

Chronic  BRONOHiria — In  the  treatment  of  chronic  bronchitis, 
medicines  may  be  employed,  as  Dr.  Flint  very  justly  remarks, 
with  a  view  to  palliation  and  cure.  The  use  of  opium  in  this 
•affection,  according  to  Dr.  F.,  is  to  be  prescribed  with  circumspec- 
tion. For  reasons  which  he  mentions,  he  prefers  other  anodynes, 
*43uch  as  hyoscyamus,  conium,  belladonna,  and  hydrocyanic  acid. 
As  a  rule,  he  remarks :  "  The  remedies  which  are  given  as  expec- 
^torants  are  not  indicated.  The  nauseant  expectorants  do  harm  by 
their  effect,  and  disturbing  the  appetite  and  digestion  The  stim- 
ulant expectorants,  such  as  squill,  senega,  etc.,  are  of  dpubtful 
efficacy,  and  if  not  useful  are  more  or  less  hurtful."  "  It  is  an 
object  of  treatment  in  some  cases,  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
•expectoration  when  this  is  excessive.  For  this  end  astringent 
remedies  may  be  employed,  such  as  tannic  acid,  the  persulphate 
or  pemitrateof  iron,  and  the  preparations  of  zinc."  Dr.  Allbut, 
to  whom  allusion  has  been  made  relative  to  the  value  of  prunus 
in  cardiac  diseases,  in  a  paper  in  the  July  number  of  Braithe- 
^aite's,  for  1867,  remarks :  "  I  shall  add  some  observations  on  the 
J  Value  of  prunus  virginiana  in  a  few  other  diseases.  In  chronic 
bronchitis,  depending  upon  or  accompanied  by  valvular  disease  or 
•dilatation  of  the  chambers  of  the  heart,  I  have  found  it  of  great 
service  Such  cases  are  you  know,  but  too  common.  In  them  I 
always  found  my  best  remedy  in  digitalis  ;  I  now  find  the  prunus 
virginiana  do  nearly  as  well — I  have  often  thought  quite  as  well 
— ^in  calming  the  cough  and  so-called  asthma,  and  it  is  infinitely 
jxreferable  in  that  it  also  improves  the  appetite  and  strength,  and 
may  be  given  continuously  and  fearlessly.  These  patients  are 
«mong  the  crosses  of  the  hospital  physician ;  incurable,  but  capa- 
ble of  passing  relief,  they  hang  on  winter  after  winter,  gasping 
forth  their  tale  of  inevitable  sorrows.  One  of  these  unhappy  old 
fellows,  whose  daily  food  was  gin  and  sulphuric  ether,  and  every 
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one  of  whose  weeks  was  to  have  been  his  last  for  a  momh,  pleaded 
BO  hard  for  some  medicine  of  supernatural  virtues,  that  from  whim 
rather  than  calculation,  I  ordered  him  twenty  drops  of  tincture  of 
wild  cherry  every  two  or  three  hours.  The  old  gentleman  did  not 
appear  for  a  fortnight;  then  he  appeared  as  usual,  and  I  had 
resigned  myself  to  the  invariable  beginning:  "Eh,  sir,  I  thought 
last  week  I  should" — ^when^  to  my  amazement,  he  concluded — 
"recovered  altogether.  Them  drops  made  me  over  again,  and  I 
thought  I  shouldn't  a  come  no  more,  but  they  only  lasted  me  ten 
days,  and  now  Tm  as  bad  as  ever."  It  is  needless  to  say  that  lie 
was  supplied  with  an  infinite  series  of  drops,  and  every  week  he 
invented  some  new  form  of  panegyric  upon  their  virtuea  He  has 
long  withdrawn  his  injurious  opinions  of  the  science  of  medicine, 
and  of  my  skill  in  particular ;  he  has  magnanimously  overlooked 
the  illimitable  iniquity  of  the  Poor  Law  guardians,  and  at  last  he 
informed  me  he  was  about  to  begin  life  afresh  as  a  retail  dealer  in 
oranges.  In  all  seriousness,  I  believe  that  any  one  who  gives  the 
tincti^re  of  prunus  virginiana  in  these  forms  of  bronchitis  will  not 
be  disappointed.  Bronchitis,  depending  upon  scrofulous,  gouty,, 
or  any  such  affection  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lung,  haa 
nothing  in  common  with  the  former  disease  except  coughing  and 
Slotting,  and  these  cases  have  their  own  remedies.  I  have  not 
found  the  wild  cherry  inftision  in  the  dyspepsia  of  phthisis— that 
is,  of  no  more  service  than  any  other  vegetable  bitter.  It  is  val- 
uable, however,  in  these  and  all  other  cases  where  much  nervous- 
susceptibility  is  present  with  vascular  irritability.  Generally 
speaking,  I  use  the  infusion  when  I  want  the  so-called  "  tonic  and 
stomachic  "  effects  of  the  medicine,  and  the  tincture  when  I  want 
more  especially  to  relieve  distress  in  the  chest  I  think  the  dis- 
tinction is  worth  noting.  In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  in  many 
cases  of  the  kind  remediable  by  prunus  virginiana,  [  have  tried 
other  vegetable  bitters  with  hydrocyanic  acid  added. .  I  have  not 
found  this  imitation  to  answer,  and  I  believe  therefore,  that  the 
good  effects  of  the  drug  depend  upon  something  more  than  the 
prussic  acid  it  contains.  I  shall  refer  those  who  wish  to  gain  some 
knowledge  of  the  botanical  and  chemical  characters  of  the  prunus 
virginiana  to  the  excellent  description  by  Professor  Bentley,  pub- 
lished by  him  in  the  series  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal^  at 
p.  97,  of  voL  V.     My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Eeynolds  (of 
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the  firm  of  Harvey  and  Eeynolds,  13,  Briggate,  Leeds),  for  hia 
extaremely  valuable  aid  in  this,  as  in  all  instances  where  I  have 
investigated  the  properties  of  drugs.  I  am  sure  he  will  gladly 
answer  any  questions  concerning  the  prunus  virginiana  and  its 
preparations."  Pereira,  in  writing  upon  the  uses  of  this  medicine, 
remarks :  "  From  its  little  stimulating  properties,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, its  power  of  allaying  irritation,  particularly  of  a  nervous 
kmd,  it  has  been  employed  in  a  number  of  diseases  connected  with 
a  debilitated  state  of  the  system.  As  a  commencing  tonic  in  the 
convalescence  from  fever  or  inflammatory  attacks,  it  may  frequent- 
ly be  ventured  upon,  when  other  roborants  are  inadmissible. 
This  is  especially  the  case  where  the  attack  of  the  disease  lias 
been  pulmonary,  and  where  any  excitement  of  the  circulation  can 
not  but  be  prejudicial,  as  in  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  &c."  This  has 
been  quite  a  popular  remedy  in  some,  sections,  and  quacks  have 
taken  the  advantage  of  this,  and  compounded  their  syrups,  and 
balsams  of  wild  cherry,  which  have  had  a  ready  sale,  and  no 
doubt,  in  some  instances  may  have  been  taken  to  advantage. 

Tubercular  Consumption. — ^This  disease  is  more  liable  to 
be  developed  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  thirty ;  yet  no  age 
is  exempt  from  its  ravages.  It  has  left  its  track  of  desolation  amid 
all  ages  of  human  life,  firom  the  fcetus  in  utero  to  the  age  of  three 
score  and  ten.  No  disease  has  been  more  thoroughly  studied  or 
investigated,  and  no  malady  has  had  a  greater  number  of  remedies 
prescribed.  No  remedy  has  ever  been  found  adequate  for  its  cure, 
and  yet  no  disease  ever  had  so  many  specifics  for  its  cure,  outsied 
of  the  profession  as  this.  Patent  medicines,  for  the  cure  of  phthis- 
isisare  thrown  broadcast,  in  all  portions  of  the  civiHzed  world. 
Though  medical  treatment  in  this  disease,  may  fail  to  restore  the 
patient  to  health,  nevertheless,  it  may  do  much  in  quieting  or 
reKeving  suflferings,  and  in  many  cases  in  prolonging  life  for 
months  or  years.  Any  remedy  that  can  relieve  this  numerous 
dass  of  patients,  wiU  be  highly  prized  by  the  profession.  Prunus 
virgmianus  is  regarded  by  many  writers  as  an  agent  worthy  of 
commendation  in  this  disease.  Dr.  Copland  remarks  in  his  Dic- 
tionary of  Practical  Medicine,  voL  2,  p.  1274,  as  follows :  "  In 
cases  where  I  have  prescribed  the  hydrochloric  or  nitro-hydrochlo- 
ric  acids,  I  have  often  added  the  hydrochloric  or  other  etiiers  when 
the  state  of  the  case  required  such  addition.    In  this  connection, 
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^  wild  cherry  bark  deserves  &Yorable  mentiaii  for  its  admiraUe 
oombinatLon  of  sedative  and  tonic  properties.  Tlie  icold  inlastdoi 
<A  ^e  inner  bark  of  cerasns  scrotina  has  long  had  a  hi^  issputa- 
rtion  in  this  country,  in  cases  of  general  debility,  with  feeble  diges* 
tion  and  frequent  pulse,  and  especially  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
It  rarely  fidls  to  lessen  the  frequency  and  increase  the  force  of  .lie 
pulse,  while  it  invigorates  all  the  fttnctions.  "Few  remediesi" 
says  Prof  Wood,  "are  better  adapted  to  hectic  fever,  from  what- 
ever source  it  may  proceed."  The  best  preparation  is  the  cold 
infdsion,  made  with  half  an  ounce  of  the  bark  to  a  pint  of  wat^, 
prepared  by  percolation,  and  given  in  doses  of  two  ounces  three 
or  four  times  a  day.  It  may  be  used  to  great  advantage  in  con- 
nection with  cod-liver  oiL  Dr.  Stills,  in  his  valuable  Therapeutics 
and  Mat  Med.,  vol.  1,  p.  539,  says :  "Wild  cherry  bark  is  more 
employed  in  the  treatment  of  tubercular  consumption  than  in  any 
other  aflfection.  It  is  supposed  to  improve  the  appetite  and  strength- 
en the  digestion,  while  it  palliates  the  cough  and  allays  the  irrita- 
biUty  of  the  nervous  system,  when  this  arises  under  the  exhaust- 
ing progress  of  the  disease.  As  a  gentle  and  harmless  palliative, 
it  is  certainly  to  be  recommended,  but  no  evidence  that  can  be 
called  rational  exists  to  show  that  it  in  the  least  d^ree  postpones 
i&ie  inevitable  issue.  In  so-called  nervous  coughs,  or  those  in  which 
■  the  act  of  coughing  is  excited  by  disease  elsewhere  than  in  tiie 
lungs,  or  when  the  cough  is  slight  bronchial  or  laryngeal  irritatton 
is  violent  in  proportion  to  the  the  local  cause,  this  medicine  is  often 
of  singular  efficacy.  In  some  cases  of  the  kind  the  syrup  fomw 
an  eligible  preparation."  Gastric  irritation  is  frequentiy  associated 
with  some  of  the  stages  of  phthisis ;  frequently  the  cough  wiU  be 
found  to  exist  in  conjunction  with  symptoms  ol  indigestion. 
Sympathetic  forms  of  cough  may  also  be  associated  with  hepatic 
affections  and  oflier  phenomena ;  in  cases  of  this  kind,  and  otheia 
depending  upon  the  stomach,  the  use  of  prunus  wiU,  in  moat 
instances,  be  highly  beneficial  Tubercular  consumption  is  a  dis- 
ease that  has,  thus  fer,  baffled  the  skill  of  the  profession,  and 
triumphed  over  all  forms  of  medication.  A  laa^e  proportion  of 
the  reported  recoveries  of  patients,  considered  tubercular,  has  been 
oases  of  simple  or  coinplieated  bronchitis.  Tonics,  aaiodynes,  and 
•limulants  are  the  remedies  generally  indicated  in  tuberculosis; 
t\iiese  properties  are  found  to  exist  in  prunus,  and  this  agent  prom- 
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to  be  as  beaeficial  in  this  malady  as  any  single  medicifial  o^ 
llihtttcan  foe  selected. 

'0BLLOBOSDES. — This  disease  is  mofittly  confined  to  -females.  Dr. 
^Copland  says  it  is  even  met  with  in  males,  although  rarely,  about 
>flie period  of  puberty.  "When  observed  in  this  sex,"  says  Dr. 
•C.,  "it  is  apparenfly  connected  with  protracted  evolution  of  the 
4aexMsl  orgaiffi.  This  affection  is  nearly  allied  to  that  condition  of 
^^  syst^n  called  andemia.  The  various  ferruginous  preparations 
UtaTe,  in  most  instances,  been  employed  in  treating  this  class  of 
jiakients.  Other  agents,  however,  may  be  used  in  conjunction, 
•which  greatly  fecilitate  the  treatmait"  Dr.  Stills,  in  writing  upon 
Ae  action  of  wild  cherry  bwrk,  remarks :  "  Indeed,  we  have  in 
-"this  medicine  a  combination  not  unlike  those  which  are  so  fre- 
-^uently  employed  in  chlorosis,  and  which  are  adapted  to  contax)l 
tn^-vous  irritability  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  impart  tone  to  the 
.other.  If  it  were  more  powerfiil,  the  field  of  its  usefiilness  would 
'.fee  greatly  enlarged."  The  tuine  of  wild  cherry  is  a  very  excellent 
jpreparation,  and  should  be  administered  in  conjunction  with  otheir 
jTemedies  usually  given  in  this  malady.  The  wine,  if  scientifically 
^prepared,  will  be  found  advantageous  in  this  complaint,  even  when 
^ven  alone.  It  may  be  used  in  doses  of  a  dram  to  half  a  wine 
^biss  three  or  four  times  a  day.  H 

Undoubtedly,  the  best  preparation  of  this  agent  for  the  treat- 
anent  of  chlorosis,  is  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry.  Diseases 
ioi  this  class  uncomplicated,  wiU  in  most  instances,  be  signally 
arcKeved  by  this  valuable  combination.  By  uniting  the  haematinic 
And  tonic  pioperties  of  iron  with  the  sedative  and  tonic  properties 
,  of  the  prunus,  in  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry,  a  happy  union 
of  medical  properties  is  accomplished  which  renders  it  more  useful 
in  a  great  variety  of  atonic  diseases,  and  far  more  efficient  than  the 
^ame  agents  would  be  if  administered  separately.  * 

Ak^mia. — ^Dr.  Flint  observes :  "  A  morbid  diminution  of  the 
Ted  globules  of  the  blood  constitutes  anasmia.  The  etymology 
denotes  diminution  of  tbe  mass  of  blood,  but  conventionally  the 
term  is  used  to  signify  reduction  of  the  quantity  of  red  globules. 
SpanaBmia  is  sometimes  used  in  the  same  sensa"  The  complica- 
iions  of  anaemia  are  very  variable,  its  causes  numerous,  its  coexist- 
ence is  manifest  in  a  variety  of  diseases,  and  it  gives  rise,  as  Dr. 
Slint  remarks,  to  a  variety  of  phenomena.     Dr.  Copland  remarks 
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in  relation  to  thetreatmentof  this  condition  of  the  system:  "The 
most  rational  and  the  most  successful  means  that  can  be  employed 
consist  of  such  as  are  calculated  gently  to  excite  and  permanently 
to  promote  the  organic  functions.  Of  these,  the  most  appropriate 
appear  to  be  the  various  preparations  of  iron,  bark,  sulphate  of 
quinine,  camphor,  ammonia,  small  doses  of  iodine,  aether,  &a,  com- 
bined occasionally  with  opium,  hyoscyamus,  extract  of  hops,  coni- 
um,  &a,  when  this  disease  is  attended  with  colicky  paina"  It  is 
in  this  disease  that  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry  will  be  foimd 
to  display  its  triumphant  succesa  By  using  this  combination, 
opium,  hyoscyamus,  extract  of  hops,  and  conium,  can  in  most 
cases,  be  dispensed,  with.  Dr.  Flint  remarks,  in  his  pra<5tice  of 
medicine,  p.  61 :  "  With  reference  to  therapeutics,  anaemia  consti- 
tutes a  special  indication  for  treatment  when  it  occura  independ- 
ently  of  other  affections,  or  when  it  is  associated  as  a  prior  and 
causative  morbid  condition,  with  disorders  of  the  nervous  system. 
When  it  is  an  element  of  other  affections  it  contributes,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  to  their  pathological  effects,  and  claims  a  certain 
share  of  attention.  When  it  exists  alone,  or  with  disorders  to  which 
it  has  given  rise,  it  is  generally  a  remedial  condition ;  but  it  is 
otherwise  when  associated  with  such  affections  as  tuberculosis, 
carcinoma,  Bright's  disease,  etc  When  it  is  the  chief  condition 
to  be  met  therapeutically,  the  first  points  are  to  remove  if  practi- 
cable, the  cause  or  causes  on  which  it  depends.  The  next  point  iB 
to  employ  measures  to  restore  the  normal  quantity  of  red  globules. 
These  measures  consist  of  first,  a  nutritious  alimentation,  into 
which  meat  should  enter  largely ;  second,  the  use  of  tonics  and 
stimulants  to  render  the  digestive  functions  more  active;  third, 
iron  as  a  special  remedy — the  effect  of  which  is  often  remarkable ; 
and  fourth,  a  regimen  calculated  to  increase  the  energy  of  the 
assimilative  functions,  consisting  of  exercise  in  the  open  air,  recrea- 
tion, &a  These  different  measures  are,  of  course,  to  be  combined. 
As  the  anaemic  condition  may  coexist  with  any  disease ;  in  other 
words,  as  persons  affected  with  it  may  contract  a  variety  of  diseases^ 
its  existence  or  otherwise  is  always  to  be  considered,  and  its  coin- 
cidence with  different  diseases  may  modify  materially  their  treat- 
ment Blood-letting,  and  other  measures  which  tend  to  impoverish 
the  blood  as  a  rule  are  injudicious,  whatever  may  be  the  disease,  if 
it  occur  in  an  anaemic  subject     And  measures  addressed  to  the 
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anasmia  may  be  called  for  in  certain  cases  of  disease,  when  occur- 
ring in  a  person  not  ansornic  or  pletboric,  the  same  disease  might 
claim  measures  of  quite  diff'erent  character."  The  observations  of 
Prof.  Flint  on  this  subject,  are  timely  and  judicious.  His  chapter 
on  morbid  conditions  of  the  blood  can  not  be  too  highly  eulogized. 
The  author  would  suggest  the  use  of  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild 
cherry  as  a  remedy  eminently  useful,  and  competent  to  meet  all 
the  indications  pointed  out  in  Dr.  Flint's  second  and  third  specifi- 
cations. 

Intermittent  Fevee. — The  sulphate  of  quinia  is  regarded  by 
many  as  a  specific  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fever ;  this  may 
be  true  relative  to  a  majority  of  cases,  but  occasionally  casas  occur 
in  which  other  remedies  have  to  be  used  to  cure  the  patient 
There  are  occasionally  found  individuals  who  can  not  tolerate  the 
use  of  quinine,  even  in  moderately  small  doses.  '  The  author  haa 
been  called  upon  to  prescribe  for  one  or  two  such  cases  only,  in  a 
practice  of  thirty -five  years.  The  prunus  has  been  used  in  this 
disease  advantageously.  Dr.  Dunglison,  in  his  Dictionary  of  Med- 
ical Science  remarks,  that  the  bark  of  this  tree  has  been  found 
useful  in  intermittents.  Pereira  quotes  Prof.  B.  S.  Barton,  who 
declares  (Collections,  p.  11)  that  the  wild  cherry  bark  has  been 
used  with  success  in  intermittent  fever ;  this  is  confirmed  (says  P.) 
by  the  statements  of  numerous  physicians  who  had  been  induced 
to  try  it  Dr.  Eberl6  is  quoted  by  the  same  author,  who  employed 
it  while  residing  in  the  country,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  with 
success.  The  fluid  extract  is  a  very  eligible  preparation  for  ad- 
ministration. The  wine  of  wild  cherry  is  recommended  in  this 
afiection.  Should  these  fail  to  accomplish  a  cure,  recourse  should 
be  had  to  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry.  This  wine  can  be 
used  to  advantage  in  conjunction  with  most  other  remedies  pre- 
scribed in  this  disease.  If  given  alternately  with  quinine,  much 
less  of  the  latter  will  be  required  to  effect  a  cure  than  when 
administered  alone. 

Intermittents  are  frequently  complicated  with  pulmonary  dis- 
turbances, such  as  congestion,  inflammation,  &c.;  bronchitis,  or 
catarrh  is  said  to  be  the  most  common.  When  associated  with 
such  complications,  this  agent  will  be  found  a  valuable  adjuvant 
In  some  instances,  intermittents  are  associated  with  cardiac  affec- 
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tioQS.    Iii'CftseB  thus  complicated,  proims  will  prove  of  esseMial 
Bervica 

Dyspepsia. — The  causes  of  dyspepsia  are  yarions,  more  so,  per- 
haps, than  any-  other  makdy.  In  some  iinstances,  the  predisposition 
to  this  disease  is  hereditary.  Dr.  Copland  observes :  "  Sedentaty 
occupations,  especially  when  carried  on  in  close  rooms  and  factories, 
in  indolent  habits,  either  of  body  or  mind,  long  and  intense  study, 
iiisuffioient  exercise  in  the  open  air,  addiction  to  debilitatmg 
excesses  and  injurious  indulgences,  luxurious  modes  of  living, 
indulgence  in  sleep  or  in  bed,  breathing  impure  air,  and  confine- 
ment to  close  or  ill- ventilated  apartments  remarkably  predispose 
to  this  complaint"  Many  other  causes  are  mentioned,  among 
which  should  be  noticed  the  use  of  opium,  intoxicating  liquors, 
the  excessive  use  of  cathartic  medicine,  and  tobacco.  Dr.  0. 
remarks :  "  With  respect  to  the  use  of  tobacco,  which  lias  lately 
ibeen  increasing  to  an  alarming  extent,  there  can  be  no  doubt  thdt 
it  is  one  of  the  most  frequent  causes  of  dyspepsia,  notwithstanding 
the  opinion  sometimes  advanced  of  its  comparative  harmlessneas. 
Dr.  Chapman  states  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  that  come 
^  under  his  observation  are  produced  by  this  drug."  A  disease  so 
protean  as  this,  arising  fix)m  so  many  causes,  and  associated  with 
such  a  variety  of  complications^  must  necessarily  require  remedies 
possessing  a  diversity  of  properties.  No  single  agent  can  be 
expected  to  fulfill  the  various  indications  in  this  malady.  Pereirfi, 
'  in  speaking  of  the  uses  of  pninus  virginianus,  says :  "  In  dyspepsia, 
a  quieting,  and  at  tlie  same  time  invigorating  impression  is  made 
upon  the  stomach  (that  is,  by  the  use  of  this  drug) ;  it  should  in 
-thiia  case,  however,  be  but  moderately  employed,  as  large  and 
repeated  doses  are  prone  to  diminish  the  power  of  the  organ,  in 
many  cases,  this  agent  will  be  found  an  invaluable  remedy. 
Should  stimulants  1^  indicated,  in  conjunction  with  the  tonic  and 
anodyne  properties  of  the  prunus,  the  wine  of  wild  cherry  will  be 
found  a  very  valuable  adjuvant  This  wine  possesses  properties 
well  adapted  to  relieve  many  of  the  most  harassing  symptoms 
that  annoy  this  class  of  patients.  Should  there  exist  an  acid  state 
of  the  stomach,  bismuth  sub-nit  may  be  alternated  with  the  wiiie 
•  with  a  prospect  of  success.  Some  cases  will  require  a  still  more 
tonic  treatment ;  in  such,  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry  will  be 
found  valuable.     In  those  cases  complicated  with  leucorrhoea  or 
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witk  amenorrhoeay  this  preparation  will  prove  of  si^al  servioei 
Some  caaes  of  iiuligestioii  are  attended  with  vomiting  or  diarrhoea^ . 
Under  moh  circnmfiteneess  small  dose&of  opium  maj  be  combined^ 
"with  the  pranus,  alao  bismuth.  The  use  of  this  article  will  be. 
fouaid  advantageous  in  association  with  many  of  the  rem:edies= 
us^iiially  proscribed  for  most  forms  of  this  affection^ 

Ahbno}ibh(EA. — This  aJBTection  ia  attributable  to  a  variety  of 
canees ;  and  the  treatment^  in  order  to  be  efficient,  should  be  pred- 
iea^  upon  the  pathological  condition  of  particular  cases.  No. 
remedy  can,  therefore,  be  devised,  adequate  to  meet  the  demandsf 
of  the  several  fonns  of  this  disease;  When  it  occurs  in  delicat6> 
oodQStitutions,  associated  with  impaired  organic  nervous  energy,, 
or  connected  with  deficiency  of  blood'—cases  in  which  the  chaly- 
'bea^  preparations,  myrrh  and  aloes,  iodine,  strychnine,  aooniteip 
bcdsams  and  turpentines,  cantharides,  c<mium,  &c.,  have  be^aii 
reoemm^ided ;  the  combination  of  prunus  and  iron,  such  as  the 
feimted  wiae  of  wUd  cherry,  in  conjunction  with  cathartics'  of 
aloes  and  myrrh  when  indicated^  will  be  found,  m  most  instances^, 
highly  b^eficiaL  One  of  the  most  valuable  combinations  in. 
am^Jierrhoaa^.is  f(»Tated  wine  of  wild  cherry  and  stramonium; 
The  quaa:^ty  of  stramonium  should  be  graduated  by  the  symptoms 
pi^esaited  in  each  case.  In  refeorence  to  the'  use  of  stramonium  in 
such  cases,  high  authority  might  be  quoted  Dr.  Jones,  haa  ar 
paper  on  this  subject  in  Braithwaites's  Betrospeet,  part  18,  p.  800. 
Se  maintained  that  stramonium  is  not  only  a  real  emmenag^Dgne^- 
but  that  it  is  the  only  one  we  have.  There  are  many  cases  of  ibm 
affection  that  require  stimulants  and  tonics  in  addition  to  other 
r«nedies.  Such  cases  should  be  allowed  the  use  of  the  ferratedi 
Tvine  of  wild  cherry. 

Dtsmsi^obrhosa. — This  form  of  uteriae  disorder  is  frequently  a 
complicated  ona  It  may  be  occasioned  frequently  by  neuralgic 
affections.  In  such  cases,  the  simple  syrup,  or  fluid  extract  of 
prunus,  will  often  be  of  service.  K  stimulants  and  tcmics  appear 
to  be  indicated,  no  better  remedy  can  be  selected  than  the  ferrated 
wine  of  wild  cheny.  Should  this  fail  in  giving  relief,  alternate  it 
with  half  grain  doses  ot  the  extract  of  stramonium,  which  will 
seldom  £ail  to  quiet  the  patient  Eelative  to  the  iQfluence  of  this 
last  r^nedy  in  such  cases,  Eberl^  says :  "  By  exhibiting  from  twenty 
to  thirty  drops  of  the  officinal  tincture  three  times  daily  for  two  or 
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three  days  immediately  preceding  the  period  of  the  menses,  the 
distressing  pain  attending  this  affection  will,  in  some  instances,  be 
entirely  prevented  In  one  case  it  effected  a  perfect  cure.'*  Dr. 
A.  T.  Thompson  found  halt  grain  doses  of  the  extract  extremely 
useful  in  the  same  affection,  in  combination  with  Plunmier's  pilL 
and  digitalis.  By  a  combination  of  stramonium  and  prunus,  much 
benefit  may  be  expected  in  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  patienta 

PEBTUSSia — ^Like  many  other  diseases,  whooping  cough  is  fiie- 
quently  associated  with  other  affections,  which  sometimes  occasion 
unfavorable  terminations.  It  is  frequently  associated  with  bron- 
chitis, croup,  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  cerebral  congestion,  and  with 
various  diseases  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  &c.  When  complicated 
with  bronchitis  or  pneumonia,  the  usual  remedies  for  such  diseases 
should  be  administered.  After  the  inflammatory  stage  has  passed, 
the  syrup  of  prunus  will  be  found  a  valuable  adjuvant  in  the 
treatment  of  this  disease.  By  associating  this  syrup  with  the 
extract  of  belladonna,  so  that  the  patient  may  have  in  each  dose 
from  two  to  four  drops  of  the  fluid  extract  of  belladonna,  much 
benefit  may  be  expected.  Hydrocyanic  acid  in  small  doses,  has 
been  extolled  for  this  malady.  Prunus  is  represented  as  contain- 
ing this  acid,  or  one  analogous,  and  may  be  used  in  all  those  cases 
where  that  acid  has  been  prescribed  with  a  prospect  of  relief  to  the 
patient 

WoRMa — Some  speak  favorably  of  the  use  of  this  remedy  for 
worms.  Dr.  Dunglison,  in  his  Dictionary  of  Medical  Science, 
observes  that  a  strong  decoction  of  the  bark  is  anthelmintic.  Many 
other  diseases  have  been  instanced  by  writers,  in  which  the  use  of 
this  agent  has  been  recommended,  but  a  sufficient  number  has 
been  mentioned  to  give  character  to  the  article  as  a  remedy,  safe, 
yet  efficient  in  many  of  the  most  complicated  diseases  that  afflict 
the  human  race. 

PEEPAEATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract,        -        -        -    Dose,  two  to  four  drama 
"  "      Compound, '    Dose,  one-half  to  two  drama 

INFUSION   OF  WILD  CHERRY. 

Fluid  Extract,        -        -        -        -        -      Half  ounce. 
Water,      -        -        -        ...        .       One  prut 
Dose,  two  ounces  two  to  four  times  a  day. 
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8YRUP  OF  WILD  CHERRY. 

Fluid  Extract, Three  oiineea 

Syrup, Thirteen  ounces. 

Dose,  two  drams  to  one  ounce. 

CHERRY  COMPOUND. 

Compounded  of  cherry^  hoarhound,   lettuce,   veratrum^ 
and  bloodroot 

WINE  OF  WILD  CHERRY. 

Dose,  one  to  four  drams. 

FERRATED  WINE   OF  WILD  CHERRY. 

Dose,  one  to  four  drams. 
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SIXTY-FIRST     ANNUAL    MEETING  OF    THE 
NEW  YORK  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  New  York  State  Medical  Society  convened  at  the  Agricultural 
Booms  yesterday  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  hold  its  sixty-first 
annual  meeting.    The  attendance  was  large. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  Alden  March.  Dr.  John  P. 
Gray,  President  of  the  Society,  then  delivered  his  annual  address,  pre- 
senting the  condition  of  the  medical  interests  of  the  State,  and  offering 
such  suggestions  as  he  deemed  proper. 

On  motion,  the  address  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  to 
examine  and  report  such  action  •  thereon  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 

on  the  part  of  the  Society. 

The  President  then  announced  the  various  committees. 

Rev.  Dr.  Peck  was  then  introduced  to  the  Society,  and  apologized 
for  his  absence  at  the  opening,  when  he  was  expected  to  offer  the  prayer, 
stating  that  he  was  deeply  mortified  he  fell  behind  the  time,  for  it  was 
contrary  to  Methodism,  but  that  he  was  so  busily  engaged  in  visiting 
the  sick  and  trying  to  build  up  a  few  who  were  feeble  in  the  faith,  that 
he  forgot  the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Armsby,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  invite  the 
medical  members  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  and  the  Legislature 
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to  attend  the  meetinga  of  th!e^  Society  and  tak?  seats  in  the  Society 
during  its  session;  Drs.  Armsby,  Hall,  and  Oliver  White  were^ 
appointed  as  such  committee. 

The  President  announced  as  the  committee  on  the  President's.address,. 
Drs.  Brinsmade,  Banks  and  Rochester. 

Dr.  Bissell  said  he  had  the  mournful  and  painful  duty  to  announce 
the  death  during  the  past  year  of  Drs.  John  McCall  and  Nichol  H. 
Dering,  of  Utica,  and  briefly  eulogized  their  lives  and  character.  In 
conclusion,  he  offered  resolutions  expressive  of  the  regret  of  the  Society. 

Prof.  White,  of  Buflalo,  seconded  the  resolutions  in  a  fevr  brief 
remarks,  and  they  were  adopted. 

Dr.  Squibb,  of  the  Business  Committee,  thought  that  it  was  proper 
to  refer  the  appeal  of  Dr.  N,  K,  Freeman,  of  West  Farms,  West- 
chester county,  from  the  decision  of  the  Society,  to  the  Censors  of  some 
district,  and  that  they  act  as  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  definite  decision 
without  the  necessity  of  presenting  the  evidence  on  both  sides  to  the 
Society,  and  without  the  publication  of  anything  which  may  or  may 
not  be  personal. 

Dr.  Bissell  moved  that  a  permanent  committee  of  three  on  Medical 
Ethics  be.  appointed,  and  that  the  subject  be  referred  .to  them,  and  that- 
such  committee  be  appointed  annually.     Adopted. 

On  motion,  the  case  of  Dr.  Freeman  was  referred  to  said  committee. 

The  President  then  announced  as  the' Committee  on  Medical  Ethics,, 
Drs.  Brinsmade,  Hyde  and  Banks. 

Dr.  Hun,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  By-Laws,  <SsCi, 
reported  the  result  of  their  labors,  and  proceeded  to  read  the  by-laws,, 
with  the  various  amendments  and  modifications  agreed  upon  by  the 
committee. 

Dr.  Squibb  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be  recommitted  to  the- 
Committee,  and  that  at  the  next  annual  meeting  they  report  com- 
plete a  set  of  by-laws  for  thetise  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Bibbins  moved  to  amend,  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to 
have  two  hundred  copies  of  the  by-laws  printed  for  distribution  at  the- 
next  annual  session.    Adopted. 

The  motion,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

Dr.  March  introduced  to  the  Society  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  of  tbcr 
Connecticut  State  Medical  Society,  who  made  a  few  remarks. 

Dr.  March  then  extended  to  the  Society  an  invitation  to  an  enters 
tainment  by  Drs.  March  and  Armsby,  at  Uie  City  Hospital,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  at  nine  o'clock,  which  was  accepted. 

,  i . 
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Communications  were  read  from  Dr.  H.  C.  Gray,  of  the  Washington 
eountj  Society,  and  from  Dr.  Govan. 
Recess  till  three  o'clock. 

ArrXRKOON   SB8SI09. 

The  President  announced  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Nominations. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Assembly 
announcing  that  the  Society  could  have  the  use  of  the  Chamber  on 
Wednesday  evening. 

Dr.  Squibb  then  said  that  Dr.  Westoott,  of  Syracuse,  a  dentist  by 
profession,  had  a  communication  to  make  to  the  Society,  from  the  den* 
tlsts  of  the  State,  asking  for  the  moral  support  and  sympathy  of  the 
Society  in  placing  a  standard  to  which  dentists  shall  come  up  before 
ihey  shall  be  allowed  to  become  members  of  the  Dentist's  Society. 

Dr.  Westcott  then  briefly  addressed  the  Society,  stating  that  the 
Dentists  were  about  to  introduce  a  bill  in  the  Legislature,  asking  for 
the  enactment  of  a  law  creating  the  proper  standard  of  practice,  and 
they  wanted  the  State  Medical  Society  to  give  their  sanction  to  the  pe- 
tition to  the  Legislature.  He  also  read  a  communication  from  the 
Convention  of  Dentists,  held  at  Utica  some  time  since. 

Hesolutions  were  then  adopted  stating  that  the  State  Medical  Society 
sympathizes  with  the  Dentists  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  their 
endeavor  to  obtain  legislative  corporation. 

Dr.  Briscom  read  an  essay  on  certain  articles  of  the  materia  medica, 
recently  introduced,  dwelling  particularly  upon  the  use  of  glycerine  and 
stilpliite  of  sodium  in  various  diseases. 

Dr.  March  introduced  Drs.  Parker  and  Ives,  of  Connecticut,  and  Drs. 
Foster,  of  Portland,  and  L.  W.  Pendleton,  of  Belfast,  Maine,  who  briefly 
addressed  the  Society. 

Dr.  Corliss  said  he  had  been  waked  up  by  the  remarks  of  these  del- 
^ates,  and  was  glad  to  see  the  great  reaction  that  was  taking  place 
among  the  medical  societies.  He  said  he  was  glad  to  see  such  a  large 
attendance  Forty  years  ago  half  a  dozen  was  a  good  meeting;  fifteen 
was  a  glorious  achievement.     He  spoke  at  some  length. 

Dr.  Squibb  presented  a  communication  from  the  Albany  County 
Medical  Society  ;  also  a  continuation  of  the  Essay  on  Monstrosities,  by 
Dr.  Fisher  of  Sing  Sing.        ' 

Dr.  Corliss  said  he  thought  there  had  been  monstrosities  enough  on 
paper — as  much  «as  the  State  was  willing  to  pay  for. 

Dr.  Sraats  thought  it  was  doubtful  if  the  State  would  publish  their 
transactions  if  they  were  not  cut  down  to  the  least  possible  space. 
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After  further  remarks  by  Drs.  Squibb,  Staats  and  Corliss^  Dr.  Fisher, 
the  author  of  the  Essay,  addressed  the  Society  in  behalf  of  its  publica- 
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tion,  stating  that  it  had  been  prepared  at  great  expense  and  labor. 

Dr.  Hliinphrey,  of  the  Assembly,  was  introduced,  and  said  he  feared 
that  if  the  transactions  were  not  out  down  they  would  not  be  printed 
by  the  State. 

Other  members  thought  they  should  not  shrink  in  the  least,  but 
l)odiIy  demand  of  the  Legislature  t&e  publication  of  a  sufiicient  number 
of  the  transactions.  "  '     '  .  ^     »  n  rrr^ 

The  Business  Committee  announced  the  reception  of  various  papeili 
flx)m  the  New  York  County  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Newman  read  the  minority  rep6rt  from  the  Committee  on  Con< 
sanguineous  Marriages. 


"->  .  ,f 
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BVEKI^a   SESSION. 

Pr.  ^unders,  of  Madison  county,  read  a  paper  relative  to  symptoms 
aiid  treatment  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  dyphtheria  and  spotted  fever 
occurring  in  that  county. 

Dr.  Garrish,  of  New  York,  submitted  a  report  relative  to  the  use  of 
a  Chinese  remedy  for  amenorrhoea,  known  as  1-sa  t-sin. 

Dr.  Wolff,  of  Clinton  county,  moved  that  tjhe  matter  be  laid  on  the 
table.    Lost. 

Dr.  Garrish  submitted  photograph  representations  of  a  child  boi^ 
without  a  brain,  and  another  bom  with  but  one  hand,  said  to  have  been 
the  results  of  impressions  received  l^y  the  respective  mothers  in  the 
t^d  and  fourth  months  of  pregnaiicy. 

Reports  were  presented  by  Dr.  Qarrish,  delegate  to  the  Massa^u- 
setts  State  l^edical  Convention  from  this  Society,  after  which  tJie 
8(pciety  adjourned  until  Wednesday,  at  9^  a.  m. 

LIST   OF   DELBOATSS. 

John  p.  Gray,  Qtica;  Lake  J.  Teft,  Syracuse;  William  H.  Bailey, 
Albany;  B.  P^  Staats,  Albany ;  D.  P.  Bissell,  Utica  ;  John  Swinburne^ 
Richmond  county  ;  Arthur  S.  Wolff,  Clinton  county ;  Robert  Frazier^ 
Oneida  county ;  E.  S.  T.  Arnold,  Yonkers ;  James  P.  White,  Buffalo ; 
James  L.  Banks,  New  York ;  J.  E.  Casey,  Mohawk ;  A.  F.  Doolittle, 
Herkimer ;  C.  C.  Wyckoff,  Buffalo ;  H.  N.  Porter,  N.  Y.  Mills ;  T.  B, 
Reynolds,  Wilton ;  J.  B.  Murdock,  Oswego ;  Jno.  Root,  Batavia ;  Hi^ 
ram  McNutt,  Warrensburgh;  John  P.  Shaver,  Little  Falls;  H.  H. 
Grreene,  Paines  Hollow;  R.  V.  K.  Monfort,  Newburgh;  Robt.  New- 
man, New  York ;  Lansing  Grifiin,  Binghamton ;  N.  R.  Tefil,  Onondaga ; 
(j,  W.  Earlls,   Skeneatelas;  F.  Burdict,  Johnstown;  F.  Burton,  Fu. 
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t^niilf e ;  ^.  H.  Ffoiich,  lii^te ;  A.  Yua  D jrck,  Oswiegp ;  E.  Jao6l>8, 
Delhi ;  Wm.  Russell,  Ut^ft ;  Sinwd  CoxlisSy  Crreeowich ;  Wm.  C. 
T^ay,  Elmii^;  Wm.  :%£.  ^rniih,  MaoJiuft;  G.  JL.  Halaey,  Unadilla;  E. 
pdell,  Unacmia ;  S.  E.  Cli^rk,  Lookport ;  Wm.  Lamo&t,  Charlotteville  ; 
C.  G.  Ppme^Tjoy,  Newfurk ;  J.  W.  Thompskoo,  Watkins ;  J.  S.  Dolscui, 
B(»th;  B.  S.  Sherman,  Ogdensburgh ;  M.  W.  Towoaend,  Bei^en ;  Thsm, 
B.  Smith,  Cooperstown ;  L.  B.  Cotes,  Batsvia;  J.  A.  Ferguson,  Gko* 
Tit^l  NelfK^n  JHHeospn,  Qurcien ;  Aldan  Mftrch,  Albany ;  A.  J.  De 
l^^w^  Whit^>ril ;  *f •  P*  StewQj;t,  CadOjLbridge ;  J.  S.  MoLaury,  Walton  f 
^^  E.  Biale,  E^izabet|itown ;  Harvey  Jewett,  Onondaga ;  T.  C.  Briipt- 
TM^%  Tifpy;  Le^ris  Popt>  Jiodi;  G«o.  E.  Shrady,  New  York;  G.  G. 
||urp%^,  ]^t  !l^x>o.iDfiold ;  £.  W.  Simmons,  Canandagua ;  H.  C.  Gfmj^ 
C^bri4g^  \  ^aoab  Hi«it»  Dtioa ;  A.  L.  Saundecs,  Btookfield ;  Geoqpfc 
^Qok,  Oaxi9A<lagua>  J.  S.  Wigfcon,  Spring  Valley;  J.  F.  Jenkins,  Yon- 
kers;  William  Gpyan,  Stony  Point;  E.  G.  Crafts,  Binghampton ;  S. 
If.  Van  Alstyne,  BichmondviUe ;  H.  S.  Crandall,  Leonardsville ;  S.  A. 
Purdy,  New  York ;  Edward  Hall,  Anbum ;  Alfred  Bolter,  Ovid ;  M. 
M»>  9agg,  Utica;  M*  C.  Hc^brouck,  Nyack ;  H.  K.  Bellows,  Norwich; 
William  K.  Craig,  Albany ;  William  E.  Thomas,  New  York ;  U.  P. 
Witbeck,  Bochester;  Charles  E.  Rider,  Rochester;  Erederick  Hyde, 
Constance  Village ;  P.  P.  Staats,  Albany ;  William  B.  Purple,  Greene  ; 
Oliver  White,  New  York ;  J.  V.  P.  Quackenbush,  Albany ;  H.  C. 
TS^nAniSk,  MoGrawville ;  Asahel  Perry,  South  Easton ;  J.  C.  Hutdii- 
8^  Brooklyn ;  Jam^s  H.  Armsby,  Albany ;  E.  R.  Squibb,  Brooklyn  % 
J.  P.  Garrish,  New  York ;  J.  S.  Sprague,  Cooperstown ;  Alonzo  Chur* 
(j^  Utica ;  Joseph  Bates,  Lebanon  Springs ;  U.  Potter,  Fort  Plain ; 
Jo)m  Parr,  Canajoharie ;  M.  B.  Holbrook,  PougUceepsie ;  H.  S.  Downe^ 
New  York ;  J.  L.  La  Moree,  Grahamville ;  G.  J.  Eiaher,  Sing  Singf 
P.  Stewart,  Peekskill ;  Alexander  Ayres,  Fort  Plain ;  H.  B.  &UmQ% 
Stuyvesant  Falls;  P.  V.  S.  Pruyn,  Kinderbook;  Jacob  S.  Moehen^ 
Albany;  S.  H.  Freeman,  Albany;  V.  W.  Mason,  Canaatota;  T.  C. 
Moffatt^  Stapleton ;  John  Ferguson,  Albany ;  James  L.  Babcock,  Al^ 
bany ;  W.  B.  Bibbins,  New  York ;  Aug.  Willard,  Greene ;  EllswQriji 
Elliott,  New  York ;  R.  K.  Varich,  Poughkeepsie ;  R.  H.  Ward,  Troy ; 
O.  M.  Allaben,  Margaretville ;  William  T.  White,  New  York ;  Thomasr 
Hammond,  Jr.,  Dciv^r ;  James  D.  Button,  Auburn ;  William  S.  Ho£^ 
man.  Port  Byron;  Thomas  F.  Rochester,  Buffalo;  Charles  A  Lee^ 
Peekskill ;  S.  G,  Wolcott,  Oneida ;  Edward  H.  Parker,  Poughkeepsie. 

8BC0KD   DAY. 

r 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smart,    The 
minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 


84  ,  The  Jou/mal  of  MaJtena  Medico. 

Dr.  Coventry  presented  a  memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  McCall,  of  Utica^ 
whidi  was  referred  to  the  Publishing  Committee.  ^ 

.  Dr.  Parker,  of  Duchess,  from  the  Committee  on  Prize  Essays^, 
reported  that  none  had  been  offered  to  the  committee,  and  suggested' 
that  in  future  the  terms  on  which  these  prizes  are  offered  be  more 
extensively  advertised  in  the  medical  journals.  The  report  was  ac- 
oepted. 

Dr.  Vanderpoel,  of  Albany,  exhibited  the  sphygmograph,  one  of  which 
was  first  brought  to  this  city  from  Paris,  by  Dr.  Edward  Hun,  about 
a  year  since,  and  gave  a  very  interesting  description  of  its  practical 
workings,  in  cases  of  organic  affeedons  of  the  heart,  and  zymotic  dis- 
eases. The  instrument  is  the  invention  of  Marcy,  of  Paris,  and  it» 
applicability  in  zymotic  diseases  was  discovered  by  Dr.  Begbie,  of 
London.  Dr.  Vanderpoel  considered  that  it  promises  to  answer  the 
same  purposes  in  these  diseases  as  the  stethoscope  in  auscultation. 

Dr.  March  introduced  Dr.  Edward  Hitchcock,  of  Mass.,  a  delegate 
firom  the  State  Society  of  that  State. 

^  Dr.  Allaben,  of  Delaware  county,  read  a  paper  relative  to  a  case  of 
fracture  occurring  in  that  county,  which  resulted  in  a  suit  at  law  against 
him,  and  a  verdict  of  $500  damages,  for  alleged  malpractice.  The 
paper  concluded  with  a  series  of  resolutions,  the  object  of  which  was  xo 
vindicate  his  mode  of  treatment. 

Dr.  Lee  moved  to  refer  the  resolutions  to  a  select  committee  to 
report  to-morrow  morning.  Agreed  to,  and  Drs.  Armsby,  Hutchin- 
son and  Wolcott  were  appointed  such  committee. 

Dr.  Armsby  introduced  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hartwell,  who,  about  a  year 
since,  had  a  slight  inflammation  of  the  eye,  which  resulted  in  a  pulsating 
tumor.  He  also  has  a  pulsating  tumor  on  the  right  shoulder.  The 
interesting  question  which  came  up  in  the  case  referred  to  the  practica- 
bility of  tying  the  primitive  carotid  artery. 

Dr.  March  gave  a  diagnosis  of  aneurism,  and  was  of  the  opinion  that 
inasmuch  as  there  seemed  to  be  an  aneurismal  diathesis  present  any 
operative  procedure  would  hardly  be  called  for. 

Dr.  Quackenbush  read  the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  which  was 
received. 

Drs.  Corliss,  Lee  and  Burton  were  appointed  a  committee  to  audit 
the  accounts. 

Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Brooklyn,  read  a  paper  on  the  treatment  of 
stricture  of  the  urethra  by  means  of  splitting  the  urethra  by  Holt's 
instrument. 

Dr.  March  read  a  paper  on  a  case  of  cancerous  disease  of  the  rectmn^ 
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for  which  he  suocessfullj  removed  two  indies  of  the  said  intestine. 

Dr.  Brinsmade,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Premdent's  Address, 
submitted  a  report,  which  was  accepted. 

Dr.  Corliss  made  a  report  as  delegate  to  the  Rhode  Island  Stats 
Society. 

Dr.  E.  H,  Parker,  of  Poughkeepsie,  and  Dr.  Squibb,  of  New  York, 
«nade  some  remarks  on  the  applisation  of  the  microscope  in  detecting 
alterations  made  in  valuable  papers. 

Dr.  Corliss  read  a  paper  on  a  case  of  ovarian  tumor. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Ward,  of  Troj,  read  an  able  paper  on  allopathy,  bdng  aft 
inquiry  into  the  relation  of  the  sects  in  medicine. 

Dr.  Squibb  moved  that  the  name  of  Dr.  E.  T.  Foote,  of  New  Haven, 
be  dropped  from  the  roll  of  permanent  members,  which  was  adopted. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  till  3^  p.  m. 

AFTBBKOON   8XS8ION. 

Dr.  White  made  his  report  as  delegate  to  the  Maine  Medical  Society* 

Dr.  Squibb  presented  the  report  of  Dr.  A.  N.  Bell,  from  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Hygiene,  which  was  referred. 

Dr.  Coates  reported  a  case  and  presented  a  specimen  of  a  parasitOi 
viz.,  lumbricoid  worm  in  the  aorta. 

The  business  Committee  read  by  title  a  paper  entitled  "Removal  of 
^ncephaloid  testicle,  by  Dr.  Francis  Jacobs." 

Also,  coecal  inflammation  and  ulceration  complicated  with  diseased 
4ippendix. 

Dr.  P  P.  Stiaats  described  a  case  of  reverse  action  of  the  uterus, 
occurring  in  this  city. 

Dr.  William  N.  Bibbins  offered  a  resolution  that  no  physician  of  this 
Btate  will  be  received  by  this  society  as  an  invited  guest,  unless  a 
member  of  a  County  Medical  Society,  or  of  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Medicine,  or  of  a  faculty  of  a  Medical  College,  which  was  adopted 
with  a  proviso  excepting  regular  physicians  who  are  members  of  the 
Legislature  and  invited  to  attend  the  meetings  by  a  committer  sent 
from  this  Society. 

Dr.  Squibb  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  Caleb  Greene,  of  Homer 
-on  the  cholagogue  properties  of  podophyllin,  the  common  mandrake. 

Dr.  White,  of  Buffalo,  offered  a  preamble  and  resolution  requesting 
Dr.  Fisher  to  continue  his  monograph  on  compound  monsters,  and  fur- 
nish it  to  the  Committee  on  Publication.     Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Treasurer's  Report  reported  that  they  had 
•examined  the  accounts  and  found  them  correct. 


Hr.  Bendle  movdd  thai  tbe  oommicted  6n  'Phtatmac6[6g^  be  dJrecUii 
to  T4;j^ott  the  iisme  of  a  membeir  to  fill  the  vtkja&cy  occadoned  by  the 
death  of  Dr.  Howard  Townsend. 

,  jyr.  Qiti^coin  stiggested  the  formation  of  a  Mutiiad  Life  Insoiteoe 
Association,  to  be  composed  of  members  of  the  medical  profession} 
eadl  member  to  pay  a  small  initiflrtion  fee,  and  a  flrti|>ulated  amount  in 
•dSitimi  to  be  pa^  by  each  member  to  t^e  heirs  vipoh  the  d^ceifdd  6F 
any  member. 

After  some  discussion  and  without  tidiing  ae^OH  oh  the  sul]^%  the 
Soeiely  adj^m^  to  meet  at  tl^e  Assembly  C&aihber  at  6  p.  m. 

A  large  audience  was  pi^esent  at  the  A^embly  Ohkmhet^  n^h^^  tti 
able  M^eM  was  d^yeriad  by  the  President  of  tUe  Sodeiry ,  I>r.  John 
P.  Gray. 

THIRD   DAY. — ^TBUaSBAT,  FbB.  6. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Reese.  Dr.  Brinsmade,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Delegates  to  the  faitaiuitionad  Medical  Congress  at  Paris^ 
made  a  report,,  reciting  interesting  incidents  of  the  visit^  and  of  the  oor- 
diai  reception  of  the  delegates. 

tyr.  Lansing  reported  the  action  of  tiie  committee  to  which  waa 
referred  the  subject  of  application  to  the  Legislature  for  a  more  strin- 
jjent  law  in  regard  to  the  registration  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages^ 
The  application  failed  last  year ;  but  the  committee  hope  for  suecessful 
action  the  present  winter. 

.  The  Committee  on  nomination  of  ofHcers  for  the  ^isuing  year,  re- 
JK)rted  as  follows: 

lar  President — Dr.  J.  V.  P.  Quackenbush,  of  Albany. 

JFhr   Vtce- President — Dr.  James  P.  White,  of  Buffalo. 

For  Secretary — ^Wm.  H.  Bailey,  of  Albany. 

For  Treasurer — Dr.  J.  V.  Lansmg,  of  Albany. 

For  Censors — Northern  District ;  J.  F.  Jenkins,  Samuel  R.  Purdy^ 
[fidward  R.  Squibb. 

Eastern  District — B.  P.  Staats,  T.  D.  Bfinsmade,  P.  McNauffhton-. 

Middle  District— iKt.  M.  Baw,  C.  B.  Coventry,  A.  F.  DoolitUe; 

Western  District— Sandford  Eastman,  Edward  Hall,  Alex.  Thompson.. 

FBRMANBNT   MBMBBR8. 

S«rst  District^Wiillam  ^.  Kbbihs,  StoitrelT.  mibbai^. 
I^teond  DiiBtri6«— a^tl'ld  A.  Nichbl^h,  Lewis  If.  WliSte. 
TWwi!  Distrtct^— J.  V.  Lanslhg,  ».  R.  Bbtil^ari^; 
Fourth  District^— John  P.  ShaVer,  Isaac  I.  Biickbtee. 
Fifth  District— Wm.  Rfelteell-,  AT6iiib  Ciiii^hitf. 
Stxth  Difitoict— E.  G:  Ci'afts,  E.  Odfell: 
Seventh  District— H.  Dl  Didatt^:,  it.  W.  Ea«ftni«n. 
Eighth  District— John  F.  Whitbeck,  David  Little. 
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A  list  of  persons  eligible  for   permanent  membership,   was  also 

sported, .  ... 

Hie  following  persons  were  elected  Honorary  Members ;  .» 

.   N.  D.  Benedict,  Florida;  Dr.  K.  Barnes,  Surgeon-General  United 
States  Army;  Ipaac  Ray,  R.  I,;  Thos.  S.  Kirkbridge,  Pa^. 
.  Al^v  a  list  of  persons  eligible  for  honorary  membership.  .,      , , 

D^egates  were  also  appointed  to  the  medical  societies  of  other  States, 

Dr,  Norton  moved  a  resolution,  which  was  pass^,  looking  to  the 
procurement  of  statistics  on  epidemics  of  this  State. 

Dr.  Hutchln^n  moved  a  resolution  recommending  medical  colleges 
to  state  exnlidtly  that  the^  will  receive  from  students  no  certificates  of 
iXSXf  ifveii  By  irregular  pracKtionefs.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Swinburne  maS^  a  report  on  cholera  at  qiuarantine. 

K  vote  of  tliahks  was  passed  to  the  State  Agricultural  Society  for  tne 
g&tfttiSusiiie  of  it^  Hali: 

Alk)  i^  v6te  of  t&aJiKs  to  Drs.  Mkrcb  and  Armsby  for  t&eir  generous 
and  elegant  entertainment  last  evening. 

Dr.  Staats,  in  his  large  experience  in  penitentiaries  and  elsewhere, 
stated  thSt  he  never  knew  a  real  negro  man,  when  equally  intemperate. 
'With'  wKite  ih'(^n,  to  have  the  delirium  tremens,  and  he  never  heard  of 
n^^  i^i^i.  He  also  stated  as  a  fact  that  where  he  used  to  have  thlrtv 
^  fbrty  erases  of  deliriuih  tremens  in  the  penitentiary  each  year,  he  now 
mi  but  three  or  four.    What  was  the  cause  of  this  important  fact  ?, 

After  some  other  informal  business  the  Society  adjourned. 


» •  ^  > I- 


OF 

Thefapeuttos   and   Materia   Medica. 


.\  '  i^    '    •' " 

EUZIR   OF   lODIDB   OF    CaLCIUM    AND    PbOTOXIDB   OF   IrON. A    VCrV 

.1  .        t       t       •        r        .        .       -  '  I.-.'  • 

excellent  alterative  and  tonic  is  afforded  in  Tildbn's  beautiful  elixir  of 
iodide  of  calcium  and  protoxide  of  iron^  We  have  always,  previously, 
l^n  disapppinted  in  securing  desired  results  from  the  use  of  the 
**Jodid€  %f  iime^^  but  find  this  paijticular  preparation  to  **fill  the  bill" 
to  our  very  great  satisfaction.— CAtca^o  Mei,  Jour, 


^  -  The  Joumiai  tf  Maberia  Medica. 

S0LFHAT8  OF   Qui'^^IA  AHD   EzTRAOT   OF   HtOSOTAMXTS  IK  NstTRALOIA^ 

— James  T.  Newman,  M.  D.,  {Ohicago  Med,  and  Surg,  Journal), 
referring  to  a  case  of  sensor  paresis  of  the  right  side,  which  came  under 
jhis  observation,  observes : 

'^Sfae  suffered  from  neuialgia,  in  the  temporal  region  at  night,  la 
consultation  with  Dr.  C.  F.  Hart,  he  advised  me  to  use  the  galvanic 
battery,  but  prior  to  using  the  battery  I  gave  the  following  prescription 
for  the  neuralgic  pains : 

^ .  Quin.  8al|^ gr«.  aua. 

Hjoscyami.  ext grs.  xxx. 

M.  and  ft.  pii.  x.,  divi.  part,  decern.  S. — ^Take  one  night  and  morning. 

Upon  the  exhibition  of  this  medicine,  I  am  happy  to  say,  she  had  no 
niore  pains.  I  then  commenced  to  treat  her  with  electricity.  I  followed 
up  the  use  of  the  battery  about  two  months,  and  to  my  great  astonish- 
ment, she  has  recovered  the  use  of  her  limbs,  and  the  sense  of  feeling  is 
just  as  good  apparently,  as  it  ever  was. ' 

Quinine,   Iron,  and  Chlorate  of    Potash  in  Scarlatina.-— Dr. 
Wayne  Griswold  recommends  (  WeisUm  Journal  of  Medicine)  in  Scar- 
laiiasL  Quinine,   Iron,  and   Chlorate  o/^oto^A,  with  good  nourishment^; 
as  the  central  measures  of  treatment.     He  prefers  warm  ablutions  to 
cold,  and  gives  for  drink  lemonade,  ice  water  or  milk.     Locally,  to  the. 
throat: 

8.  Tinct.  Ferri  Chlor 3  iij- 

Potassae  Chlorat 3  j. 

Aq.  Distill f  iij. 

M.  Apply  them  three  times  a  day. 

The  same  mixture,  internally  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful  or  more  every 
four  hours,  alternating  with  moderate  doses  of  quinine.  Free  ventila- 
tion is  insisted  upon.  For  the  Sequelae  he  advises:  Free  doses  of 
Jalap  and  Hyd,  cu,  creL,  followed  by  Bitart.  potash,  with  half  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  the  following  mixture  every  four  hours : 

5 .  Fl.  ext.  uva  ursi 3  vij. 

Fl.  ext.  digitalis 3  j. 

Sp.  nit.  dul. ,. 5  j- 

M.  Also  warm  ablutions. 
On  removal  of  oedema  and  increase  of  urine.,  Quinia  and  Iron  to  be 
given  in  tonic  doses — Chicago  Medical  Reporter. 


Monthly  Summary.  d^ 

HtPODiRMic   Injection   of   Qctinia   in   Intbrmittbnt.  Fkyer  and 

Malarial   Neuralgia. — A  New  York  correspondent  of  the  same 
journal  writes : 

"  At  the  New  York  Hospital  and  in  Bellevue,  the  hypodermic  injec- 
tion x>f  Quinia  is  used  quite  extensively  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent 
fever,  and  malarial  neuralgia.  At  the  former  institution,  the  formula 
used  is  as  follows : 

Taker- 
Sulphate  of  quinia 60  grains. 

DOute  sulphuric  acid 40  minims. 

Distilled  water 1  fluid  ounce. 

Mix.  Mak<3  a  solution  and  filter  with  the  greatest  care.  Thirtj- 
'five  minims  are  equal  to  four  grains  of  quinia.  Or  the  solution  may 
be  varied  by  the  addition  of  four  or  six  grains  of  Sulphate  of  mor^ 
phia.     This  combination  renders  the  injection  less  painful." 

At  Bellevue,  an  etherial  solution  of  Quinia  is  used,  of  the  strength  of 
one  grain  to  two  minims.  The  process  of  preparation  is  quite  elabo- 
rate, and  it  is  difficult  to  see  where  it  possesses  any  real  advantage  over 
the  usual  methods  of  administration  of  the  remedy,  except  so  far  as  it 
may  enlist  the  expectant  faith  of  the  patient,  which  always  is  of  great 
«se  to  the  physician.  This  latter  may  overcome  the  patient's  alarm 
•and  annoyance — and  subsequent  liability  to  abscesses  or  erysipelas. — 
Idem. 

Bi-SuLPHATB  OF  LiMB  IN  Beef  Souf,  Jellies,  6zc. — Bccf  soup,  broths, 
or  jellies,  may  be  preserved  from  turning  sour  in  the  sick  room,  or 
elsewhere,  by  stirring  in  a  few  drops  of  bi- sulphate  of  lime.  This  will 
not  impair  their  taste  in  the  least. — Idem. 

Local  Treatment  of  Anthrax.  By  Belladonna, — S.  Sexton,  M. 
D.,  of  Cincinnati,  in  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer^  remarks  on 
the  treatment  of  carbuncle : 

"  A  plan  which  will  sustain  the  capillary  walls,  restore  their  tonicity, 
thereby  relieving  the  capillary  stasis,  would  prevent  the  formation  of  a 
slough  and  permit  the  healthy  granulating  process  to  occur.  At  the 
same  time  the  action  of  the  organs  of  assimilation  should  be  corrected, 
so  that  the  quality  of  blood  going  to  the  part  would  tend  to  produce 
healthy  action.  The  result  desired,  happily,  may  be  produced  by  the 
ascertained  action  of  belladonna,  when  applied  to  the  cuticle  in  the 
manner  to  be  mentioned. 


However,  it  mhki  be  borne  in  mini  that  without  an  imptovement  of 
tlfe  iiecretiotas  and  support  of  the  system,  local  ide^tia  will  avail  tult 
little. 

Thus  briefly  premising  the  local  treatment  recommended  is,  to  apply 
A^er  the  cArbuhcl6  at  plaHer,  spread  upon  chamois,  of  the  following 
fl^i8i!tuenti9f,  vi2 : 

B .  Emplas  Belladon,  two  parts. 

Ext.  OpiL  aq.,  on6  piairt. 
M.  Spread  as  requilred. 

The  plaster  should  be  large  enough  to  extend  as  far  as  the  diseased 
action  maniiests  itself  ancL  a  little  beyoiid.  As  i^e  sulbjects  of  this 
flfnection  do  not  come  under  the  surgeons  care  until  the  peculiar  honey- 
GO^'^b  appearance  of  the  surUtce  is  to  be  seen,  the  plaster  should  have  ^t 
its  center,  a  conical  incision  l4rge  enough  to  permit  6*ansudations  ta 
el^c4^e,  and  also  whatever  pus  may  be  secreted,  t^e  plaster,  when 
f^liliy,  is  to  be  applied  firiiily  over  the  part  an(i  bound  down  by  sSong 
^ffi^siVe  strips 

The  adhesive  strips  should,  before  they  are  applied  to  the  skin,  be 
dl^awn  taught,  so  that  Jirm  pressure  will  be  made  upoti  the  affected  part. 

Uisiially  four  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  one  inch  wide  antf  about  siic- 
^een  inches  long  (if  the  carbuncle  is  seated  upon  the  back  of  a  grow;ii 
.  person)  will  answer.  They  should  be  placed  at  about  equal  intervals^ 
and  two  of  them  directly  over  the  carbuncle.  The  proper  method^  how- 
6^^r,  will  readily  suggest  itself  to  one  who,  ini  this  treatm^t,  is 
imWelssecl  with  the  necessity  of  prbduciri  pressure.  The  relief  anorded 
tne  patient  is  usually  very  prompt.  The  plaster  should  be  renewed 
daily,  sometimes  oftener,  if  the  fluids  escaping  from  the  surface  of  tne 
carbuncle  are  abundant.  When  renewed^  the  exposed  surface  and 
adj^acehl  j^aVts  should  be  thoroughly  washed  wit'H'  tepid  waier  and 
i^tile  iioHtp ;  at;  the  same  time  ^y  loose  slough  niaking  its  appearario^ 
may  be  removed  by  the  dressing  process.  This  latter  will  be  required 
9&6hUT  by  th^  nietfibd  above  na'eiitioned  tllari  froiti  any  other  wffiifeJil  have 
WiftifeSis^dV*' 

Dr.  S.  deems  his  plan  of  treatment  far  preferable  to  thci  one  re(k>m- 
nt^dSS'by  mdderii  ail'tliors^  who  trieJai  tliis  branch  olf  medicine,  that  isl 
&'iiH  ihcisiohs  and  the  application  of  esch'arotics,  on  tne  ground  t'hat  it  la"^ 
z&OTe  s^^eify  in  its  opei^atiohs,  less  liable  to  establisli  an  indolent  ulcen' 
fM&  ndore  iii  harmony  witti  tne  scientific  conclusions  deduced  from  known 
pa^ological  principles. 


•  PieEikAl<rGANAt^  of  Potash  in  Acute  Rhbumattsm. — C.  M.  t^enh, 
II.  D.,  of  Sati  Francisco,  communicates  to  the  Detroit  Review  his 
experience  with  the  permanganate  of  potash  in  the  treatment  of  rheu- 
matism, claiming  it  to  be  a  remedy  eminently  adapted  to  meet  all  the 
indications  of  the  so-called  chemical  theory  of  the  etiology  arid  pathology 
of  this  disease.  Recommends  the  syrup  of  raspberry  as  the  best  men- 
struum, as  it  disguises  the  somewhat  nauseous  taste  of  the  medicine 
completely  Beeords  the  following  three  oases  'Mb.  which  he  iemployed 
the  agent  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 

"C7(M0  1.  Mr.  S.,  salesman,  »t.  30,  after  some  unusual  exposiire,  was 
prostrated  by  a  severe  attack  of  rheumartiism.  Upon  an  examination  of 
his  case,  the  new  remedy  recurred  to  my  mina.  But  the  urgency  of 
his  symptoms  was  such  that  it  seemed  preferable  to  make  use  of  the 
medicines  we  had  some  confidence  in  rather  than  fly  to  others  we  kno# 
not  of.  He  was,  therefore,  ordered  a  preparation  of  potdss,  iodid.,  vin» 
oolch.  sem.,  etc.,  and  submitted  to  a  hypodermic  injection  of  morph. 
acetas.  one-fourth  of  a  grain.  To  modify  the  exhausting  and  trouble- 
sbtaa  peifdpiratioD,  he  used,  on  tlire  thln^  d^y,  a  vine^r  bath;  wit^  no 
i^reciable  r^li^f.  Ob  the  foihtH  day,  dfsrcoVeHng  no  clfaA'^e  in  Ua^ 
cbnditioiiv  other  th4n  might  be  adcrib6d  to  the  daity  hy^oid^ttiic  inj'ee- 
tiEOBB,  I  reqtiested  him  to  suspend  the  milittufre  aAd  Kave  half  a  grain  of 
tb6  permangtitnate,  three  timfes  a  day.  At  my  nestt  visit,  on  the  fbllow- 
Bi^  crveidng,  I  wa^  suk*prii$ied  at  the  mslrked  abatement  of  all  the  symp- 
toms. The  tongue  was  quite  clean,  the  perspii'ation  no  longer  excei^sive 
nor  disa^eeable,  and  tlie  pain^  wer^  so  fkr  relieved  as  almost  t(^' 
jEredude  the  continuance  oi  ab  anodyne.  His  convalescence  w^  n6^ 
ocmstant  lind  rapid,  atid  on  the  tenth  day  fr6m  ihe  commencement  of 
the  attack  h<^  was  again  at  hl^  post. 

Ga^  %  Mrs.  G.,  set  35,  of  ftiU  habit  and  previously  healthy,  was 
aUtabked  during  the  passage  fVoin  Ne^  York.  There  had  been  a  con- 
siderable amelioration  of  the  more  violent  symptoms  at  the  time  of  her 
shrival  l^re;  but  some  of  th^  la^er  joints  were  still  tumid  and  pain- 
full  The  permanganate  of  pbfdsh  wa^  reitorfed  to,  arid  in  a  f^w  ^*j% 
she  was  able  to  iittend  to  her  houl^ehold  dtities. 

The  tlnrd  caeie  I  regirdod  as,  in  eroriiie  sense,  a  crucial  test  of  tM 
remedy.  The  patient,  a  man  in  middle  lifb;  fial  lorig  been  a  vicri^ 
distorted  "vith  tophaceous  deposits,  and  the  malady  was  so  far  incura- 
Wfe.  This  wks  varied,  however,  at  intervals  of  two  or  thTe6  montW 
wish  acute  ^ttacksj  which  iqpp^entiy  resiblibd  all  the  uduid  remedied',  a&idf 
tfspended  their  force  in'  Irom  two  t^  t^^ee  Weeks.  I  had  previously 
aUended  him  in  several  of  these  attacki^,  and  found  the  common  I'eA^ 


i 


92  \  The  Jctumai  gf  McOeria  Mediocu 

dies,  oolchicum,  aoetate  of  potash  in  large  doses,  etc.,  of  but  little  avail. 
I  now  put  him  on  the  permangarate,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing^ 
him  on  the  street  in  seven  days.*' 


Liquor  Ferri  Pbrsulphatis  as  an  Anti-pbriodic. — Dr.  6.  H.  Le- 
noir states  {Southern  Journal  Medical  Science^  Nov.  1867,)  that  he  has 
tried  the  liquor  ferri  persulphatis  in  several  cases  of  intermittent  fever, 
where  quinia  had  failed,  and  even  produced  unpleasant  effects. 

"  Immediately  after  the  administration  of  the  iron  the  chills  ceased^ 
and  m  but  one  case  was  there  a  recurrence  of  the  malady,  and  in  that 
the  patient  had  but  one  chill,  after  which  there  was  no  symptom  of  a 
recurrence." 

He  gave  the  solution  in  doses  of  from  eight  to  fifteen  drops  every 
four  or  six  hours,  generally  preceded  by  a  fuxl  dose  of  pil.  cathart.  comp. 
— Buffalo  Med,  and  Surg.  Journal. 


Arbjenious  Acm— Mkktal  Mbdioinb. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine,  September  17,  1867  {Oaz,  JSebdom.),  Dr.  Lisle  read 
a  note  upon  cerebral  congestion  and  hallucination  by  arsenious  add. 
The  conclusions  of  his  paper  are  the  following :  *'  The  insane  ofcen  pre- 
sent symptoms  of  cerebral  congestion.  This  is  always  the  case  with 
those  laboring  under  hallucinations.  Of  one  hundred  and  ninety-three 
of  the  latter,  treated  by  arsenious  acid,  one  hundred  and  thirty^one,  or 
sixty-seven  per  cent.,  were  cured,  and  twenty-seven  experienced  a 
marked  and  permanent  improvement.  Hallucination,  hitherto  consid- 
eied  as  a  symptom  of  insanity,  is  simply  a  complication  nearly  always 
grave.  It  is  the  most  characteristic  svmptom  of  cerebral  congestion. 
Arsenious  acid  is  a  remedy  really  specific  in  the  disease.  It  is  also 
very  useful  in  cases  of  paralysis,  incoherency,  melancholia,  etc.,  free 
from  hallucinations,  but  presenting  the  evident  signs  of  cerebral  con- 
gestion. Arsenious  acid,  administered  with  prudence  and  watched  with 
care,  is  one  of  the  most  inoffensive  agents  of  the  materia  medica.  The 
dose  varies  from  five  to  sixteen  milligrammes  (one-thirteenth  to  one- 
quarter  grain)  administered  three  times  a  day  at  the  beginning  of 
each  meal." — Medical  Record. 

Chlorinb  Watbr  in  Scarlatina,  by  Dr.  Dybs. — According  to 
Dr.  Dyes,  the  course  of  scarlatina  depends  entirely  upon  the  intensity 
of  the  inflammation  of  the  throat  accompanying  the  exanthema,  and 
which,  being  identical  with  diphtheritis,  requires  the  same  treatment  as 
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does  the  latter.  He  recommends  chlorine  water  as  the  only  efiectaal 
means  to  the  end  desired,  and  claims  to  have  had  abundant  opportunity 
of  convincing  himself  thereof  in  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  successful 
oases  of  diphtheritis,  and  five  of  scarlatina,  in  all  of  which  the  remedy 
was  employed  within  the  first  five  days  of  the  disease.  When  gangrene 
had  commenced,  which  is  usually  on  the  sixth  or  seventh  day,  tiie 
results  were  less  favorable.  The  use  of  gargles  of  borax,  alum,  etc.,  is 
pronounced  utterly  valueless,  also  the  administration  of  chlorate  of 
potassa,  which,  moreover,  is  always  given  in  far  too  small  doses.  The 
author  gives  children  under  three  years  old  the  chlorine  water  diluted 
-with  one-third  its  bulk  of  water,  to  those  between  three  and  seven  yearsf 
old  with  one  part  in  four  of  water,  and  above  the  age  of  seven,  unadul- 
terated. The  frequency  of  its  administration  depends  on  the  stage  and 
severity  of  the  disease.  During  the  three  first  days  of  the  disease,  he 
gives  a  teaspoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day ;  afterward,  according  to 
circumstances— every  two  hours,  or  every  hour.  It  is  necessary  to 
guard  against  the  decomposition  of  the  chlorine  water.  To  this  end  it 
is  essential  that  the  dose  be  swallowed  rapidly,  as  its  efficacy  is  other- 
"wise  decidedly  lessened ;  and  also,  that  no  other  drink  be  permitted  for 
some  little  time  after.  The  author  bases  the  efficacy  of  this  method 
on  the  anti-septic  and  anti-miasmatic  qualities  of  the  chlorine,  whereby 
the  spores  of  a  peculiar  species  of  plant  from  which  the  diphtheria  is 
developed  are  destroyed.  He  also  recommends  the  taking  of  small; 
doses  of  chlorine  water  daily,  as  a  prophylactic  by  those  exposed  to  the 
infection  of  scarlatina. — Deutsche  KliniJe  1867,  No,  7. — Zeitachrift  fur 
Jfedicin,  etc. — Medical  Record. 

CiTRATB  OP  Sot)A  IN  DiABETKB. — ^Thc  Joumal  of  Medical  Chemistry 
calls  attention  to  the  fact,  which  if  confirmed,  will  be  fruitful  of  the 
most  important  consequences.  We  refer  to  the  property  of  ciirate  of 
soda,  in  causing  to  disappear  glucose  in  diabetic  urine.  This  indeed, 
appears  the  result,  from  a  good  manv  experiments  with  the  salt.  It^ 
was  administered  in  the  dose  of  from  four  to  eight  grammes  a  day, 
mixed  with  the  food  as  common  salt. 

What  is  its  mode  of  action  1  It  possesses  this  advantage  over  the 
carbonate  of  soda,  that  it  will  not  interfere  with  the  digestive  functions, 
and  it  furnishes  in  a  more  efficacious  manner  the  alkaline  carbonate 
necessary  to  the  chemical  transformation  of  glucose.  The  experiments 
will  continue. — La  France  Medicate. — Medical  Record. 

Carbovatx  of  Ammonia  in  Soablatika. — Dr.  J.  K.  Beid,  of  Con*' 
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^09kcai,  MjOntgomery  Co.,  treaty  )fc)ei}<pfiQj^Jly  th^  i^ijperoi^a  c^i^  tl^e^^ 
during  the  jf^ear,  endjn^  Jun^,  1867,  lyith  lo^  oi^t^i^e  tlie  ttrqaj^wh^jj, 
Teftuired ;  but  (jaljs  special  attjeiijiio^  to  tJje  (j^^^wj^  qf  ^pflaopip,  giyejij., 
every  two  hours ;  the  ton^e  af^r  clei^i^ii^  off,  never  becpn^ing  ag(|\i^ 
dry  and  incrusted  as  under  other  treatipen.t.  ^^  continued  th^  ^^' 
cine  to  convalescence. — Tran^a^ctions  of  J^a,  Medical  ^ocietjf, — J[^}^ 
ville  Journ,  of  Med,  and  Surg, 


Yeratrum  Viridk. — Dr.  Newbury  writes :  "  I  have  used  it  largely 
to  control  the  circulation,  and  find  it  most  reliable.  In  adults,  I  be^ 
with  five  or  six  drops  of  the  Tincture,  increasing  it  one  drop 
each  dose,  which  I  repeat  every  two  or  four  hours— often  going  as  high 
as  fift^n  drops — ^till  the  impression  is  obtained.  Have  never  seen  any 
serious  results  from  accumulation ;  sometimes,  from  pure  inattention 
of  the  nurse,  the  prostration  is  very  great,  but  the  patient  soon  rallies 
under  a  full  dose  of  morphia,  and  if  necessary,  a  little  brandy.  Am 
more  pleased  with  this  remedy  in  pneumonia  than  in  any  other  disease, 
having  it  under  complete  control,  as  soon  as  the  patient  is  under  the 
influence  of  the  medicine.  I  believe  bleeding  unnecessary  in  most 
cases.  I  find  it  very  useful  in  croup,  threatening  to  run  into  the  mem- 
braneous form.  I  begin  with  two  or  three  drops  to  a  child  three  or 
four  years  old,  increase  about  a  drop  to  each  dose ;  and  prefer  it  to  dig- 
italis in  nearly  all  cases  where  a  controlling  action  is  desired. — Ibid, — 
J^kville  Journ,  of  Med,  and  Surg, 

Nitric  Acid  in  N^evi. — Mr.  Thos.  Smith  commends  the  application 
of  it  to  nsBvi,  in  preference  to  any  other  caustic,  or  tp  ij^  knile. — Iftfl' 
ifol  Record, — Nashville  Journ,  of  Med,  and  Surg, 

Belladonna  in  Incontinence  or  Urine. — She  is  five  years  old ;  for 
two  years  to  Oct.,  has  had  incontinence  of  urine  at  night;  never  passed 
ajiy  worms;  has  wetted  her  bed  almost  nightly  for  two  years ;  in  good 
health,  and  has  escaped  most  infantile  diseases.  Given  five  drops  of  tr. 
belladonrja  three  timee.  a  day.  As  the  mother  had  observed  the  incon- 
tinence of  urine  to  be  more  frequent  when  lying  on  her  back ;  she  was 
advised  to  foster  the  habit  of  lying  on  the  side,  arouse  her  once  in  the 
night  to  urinate,  and  prevent  the  use  of  water  or  tea  during  the  eve^ 
Ding.  Wetted  the  bed  once  during  the  first  week ;  continued  belladon- 
na two  months,  and  it  is  now  two  months  and  a  half  since  an  involun- 
ta^  disch^xg^ — Medicql  OazeU^.-r-NnahvUle.  Journ,  of  Med*  andSur^. 
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]^9NTHLY    SUMMARY. 


Hereafter  we  purpose  to  have  each  isaue  of  the  Journal  contain  a 
'ilfonthlj  Summary"  of  eight  pages,  consisting  exclusively  of  matter 
selected  and  condensed,  which  relates  to  the  properties  of  remedial 
agents,  and  the  practical  therapeutics  of  medicine. 


•  I  ' 


Errata  ik  Boitohardat's  Annual  Abstract. — ^At  the  request  o( 
publishers,  we  call  attention  to  errors  on  page  139,  of  ''  Bouchardat's 
Annual  Abstract,'-  which  was  noticed  in  the  January  number  of  the 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica. 

!^ead  Iodide  of  Arsenic  3  grains,  instead  of  "  1  drachm." —  Biniodide 
of  Af  ercury  6  grains,  instead  of  "  2  drachms." — Iodide  of  Potassium  45 
or  60  grains  instead  of  "  15  or  20  drachms." — For  "  one  drachm  con- 
tiuning  about  jJo  of  a  grain  of  Iodide  of  Arsenic,"  read,  one  ounce 
containing  a  little  oyer  two  thirds  of  a  grain  of  Iodide  of  Arsenic. 

THE  PHYSICIAN'S  DAILY  POCKET  RECORD. 

BX  &    W.    BUTLER,   M.    D.      PRICE  ,$1.50. 


This  Pocket  Record  will  commend  itself.  It  possesses  advantages 
that  will  be  readily  acknowledged  and  highly  prized  by  the  profession. 
No  one  could  be  better  arranged.  Its  contents  are  all  that  could,  reaaon- 
ably,  be  desired,  which  are  as  follows : — 

Perpetual  Calendar.  Preface.  Hippocratic  Oath  and  Law.  List 
of,  New  Remedies.  Doses  of  Medicines  for  Hypodermic  Injections, 
Inhalation,  Suppositories  and  Pessaries.  Classified  List  of  Medicines, 
with  their  Doses  and  Prices.  Examination  of  Urine.  Eruption  of  the 
Teeth.  Poisojas  and  their  Antidotes.  Treatment  of  Persons  Asphyx- 
iated. Table  of  Proportional  Quantities.  Medicinal  Weights  and 
Measures.  Disinfectants.  Normal  Human  Weights  and  Measurements. 
Table  of  Fees.  Table  of  Signs.  Visiting  List  and  Record  of  Ac- 
counts,  etc.     Index  of  Visiting  List.      Table  for  calculating  period  of, 


/ 

96  The  Jawmal  of  Materia  Medico, 

XJtero-Gestation.     Obstetric  ReoorcL    Vaccination  Record.     Addressee 
and  Memoranda.    Record  of  Deaths.     Cash  Record. 


BALF^TEARLT  COMPENDIUM  OF  MEDICAL  SCIENCE. 
A  Synopsis  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Literature  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  and  the  Collateral  Sciences^  for  six  months.  Edited 
by  S,  W.  Butler,  M,  D.,  and  D.  G.  Brinton,  M.  2>.  Part  /,  Jan., 
1868,  Philadelphia ;  published  by  the  Proprietors,  at  \\b  South 
Seventh  Street, 

A  new  medical  semi-annual  periodical  of  272  pages. — Subscription 
price  in  advance,  $3.00.     We  give  the  "  Half-yearly  Compendium"  a 
hearty  welcome.     From  a  cursory  perusal  of  its  contents,  we  are  satis- 
fied its  mission  is  to  supply  a  long  felt  desideratum  in  Medical  Litera- 
ture.      Completeness,  practicality  and  conciseness  are  its  palpable 
characteristics.     Its  source  of  emination  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  its  • 
merits  as  a  vehicle  of  practical  and  scientific  medical  truths.     The  pe- 
culiar claims  of  the  work  are  set  forth  in  the  few  following  editorial  pre-^ 
face  lines :    The  "  Half-yearly  Compendium"  includes  the  departments 
of  Comparative  Anatomy,  History  of  Medicine,  Dentistry,  Veterinary 
Medicine,  etc.,  none  of  them  touched  upon  in  any  similar  work  in  oup- 
tongue,  and  embraces  nearly  four  hundred  separate  articles  drawn  from 
all  sources,  both  American  and  Foreign." 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  ABSTRACT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
SCIENCES,  Being  a  digest  of  British  and  Continental  Medicine, 
and  of  the  Progress  of  Medicine,  and  the  Collateral  Sciences,  VoL 
XL  VI,  July,  December,  1867.     Philadelphia,  Henry  C,  Lea. 

This  semi-annual  visitor  appears  as  usual  in  good  dress,  and  contains 
a  large  amount  of  valuable  information  for  the  practitioner,  tabulated 
under  appropriate  heads,  to  be  convenient  for  reference.  Nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  has  passed  since  this  publication  was  commenced. 
Venerable  in  years,  honorable  in  descent,  and  replete  with  choice  selec- 
tions, in  a  physician's  library  it  is  an  important  work  of  reference. 
Price,  $2.50  per  annum,  in  advance.     Single  copies,  $1.50. 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  Names,  Town^ 
eounty  and  State,  We  are  frequently  imable  to  answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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VALERIANA   OPFICIKALIS.   (Linn.) 

{Gommon  Valerian.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,  M.  D, 


Natural  Order,   Valerianaceoe, 

In  the  artificial  classification,  this  plant  belongs  to  class  Tnan- 
driOj  and  to  order  Monogynia. 

Generic  Character. — Calyx  extremely  small,  finally  enlarged 
into  a  jEeatfiery  egret;  coral  funnel-form,  5 -cleft,  base  gibbous; 
finiit  indebtificent,  1-oelled,  1-seeded;  stamens  1,  2,  8,  and  4;  ex- 
sext 

Specific  Character* — Herbaceous,  perennial,  flowers  flesh-col- 
ored or  whitish,  in  large  corymbose  tufts.  Eoots  perennial,  com* 
posed  of  long  tender  fleshy  fibres,  imiting  in  heads,  and  sending 
out  firom  its  crown  one  or  more  extended  creeping  shoots.  Flowers 
of  this  species  have  three  stamens ;  leaves  pinnate ;  leaflets  laaceo* 
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late,  serrate,  nearly  uniform.  It  flowers  in  June.  Corolla  has  a 
5-lobed  limb,  and  a  somewhat  funnel-shaped  tube,  gibbous  at  the 
base.  Stem  erect,  hollow,  smooth,  furrowed ;  three  or  four  feet 
high. 

Habitat. — Indigenous  in  most  countries  of  Europa  It  is  also 
said  to  be  a  native  of  Siberia.  It  commonly  grows  in  ditches, 
woods,  marshes  and  near  rivers.  It  grows  also,  among  bushes  in 
high  pastures  and  on  dry  heaths,  and  in  such  localities  is  smaller 
and  more  hirsute. 

Remarks  relative  to  this  Genus. — This  genus  includes 
over  thirty  species.  A  wonderful  diversity  exists  in  this  genus 
relative  to  the  organs  of  fructification,  in  regard  to  their  number 
atod  form  in  different  species.  The  margin  of  the  calyx  is  scarcely 
observable  in  some,  in  others  5-cleft,  In  some,  the  tube  of  the 
corolla  is  oblong,  in  others  very  short,  while  in  a  few  species  the 
corolla  is  furnished  with  a  melliferous  spur.  In  some  the  border 
is  equal,  in  others  two-lipped,  with  the  upper  hp  bifid.  In  most 
species  will  be  found  three  stamens,  in  some  two,  and  some  again, 
only  one;  the  Siberian  species  have  four;  in  some  sexes  the  species 
are  distinct  Stigma  in  some  trifid ;  in  others  emarginate ;  others 
globular.  Pericarp  in  some  scarcely  any,  in  others  a  thick  cap- 
sule, some  two-celled.  Seed  in  some  crowned  with  down,  others 
without  any,  and  of  diverse  forms.  Valeriana  is  from  the  Latin, 
valeOj  to  be  powerful,  in  allusion  to  the  many  powerful  virtues  of 
the  plant  Dr.  Stilld  observes :  "  This  plant  is  a  native  of  Europe, 
and  belongs  to  the  numerous  family  of  Valerianae,  a  name  said  to 
be  derived  from  the  Latin  valere,  and  intended  to  express  the 
wholesome  properties  attributed  to  the  plant '^ 

History. — From,  the  writings  of  ancient  authors,  valerian  ap- 
pears to  have  been  used  as  a  medicine  among  the  pristine  founders 
of  medical  science.  They  allude  to  it  as  possessing  diuretic  and 
emmenagogue  propertiea  Galen  was  confident  that  with  it  he 
was  able  to  cure  adults  and  children  of  epilepsy.*  Fabius  Colu- 
mella, as  quoted  by  Dr.  Stills,  vaunted  its  anti-epileptic  virtues, 
which  are  also  maintained  by  Alston.f  Hoffman  had  no  doubt  of 
its  diuretic  properties.     Externally,  says  Schroder,  it  strengthens 
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vision,  removes  opacitieB  of  the  cornea^  allajs  headache,  promotes 
the  menses ;  in  baths,  excites  perspiration ;  inhaled,  it  dries  up 
catarrhs;  it  tempers  the  malignitj  of  carbuncles,  cleanses  foul 
ulcers,  &0.  (S.)  Matthiolus  mentions  ^  very  singular  effect  of  this 
plant  upon  cats ;  he  says :  ^^  Cats  are  so  fond  of  valerian  that  they 
smell  it  at  a  great  distance,  and  purr  with  delight  while  eating  it," 
"  A  modem  author,''  says  Stilld,  "  paints  a  stiU  more  vivid  picture 
of  this  singular  phenomenon.  In  places  where  valerian  is  stored, 
lie  remarks,  cats  may  be  seen  rolling  themselves  upon  it,  mewing 
4uad  purring  in  the  most  extraordinary  manner,  then  attacked  with 
gpasms  and  convulsions,  and  at  last  expiring  in  a  perfectly  volup- 
tuous feenzy."  Dr.  Stills  quotes  Pringle  and  Dresky  as  supposing, 
from  their  experiments,  that  valerian  had  antiseptic  properties, 
the  one  findiag  it  superior  to  salt,  and  the  other  to  cinchona,  in 
this  respect  He  expresses  himself  that "  both  were  probably  mis- 
taken." 

Action. — "  The  only  phenomena  excited  in  the  lower  animals 
by  valerian  have  just  been  described."  (S.)  It  is  said  to  act  upon  the 
human  system  in  health  as  an  excitant,  but  not  powerfully.  The 
powdered  root  may  be  used  as  a  sternutatory.  Taken  internally, 
in  small  doses,  it  improves  the  appetite  and  digestion,  without  in- 
fluencing the  action  of  the  bowels.  The  first  eflfects  of  this  agent 
upon  the  nervous  system,  says  Dr.  Stilld,  in  doses  of  from  one  to 
two  drachms,  are  to  render  the  mind  tranquil,  to  incline  to  good 
humor,  and  dispose  to  exertion ;  but  these  results,  he  observes, 
are  usually  accompanied  with  a  lively  formication  in  the  hands 
and  feet,  and  a  sensation  about  the  head  and  spine  which  has  been 
compared  to  the  aura  epileptica.  Dr.  S.  proceeds  as  follows: 
"  Sometimes  there  is  a  sense  of  embarrassment  in  the  head,  with 
heaviness  or  even  pain.  The  action  upon  the  circulation  is  chiefly 
fihown  in  those  of  its  morbid  states  in  which  the  pulse  becomes 
ftiequent  and  feeble,  denoting  the  exhaustion  which  succeeds  an 
over-excited  state  of  the  nervous  system ;  under  these  circumstan- 
'Ces  it  renders  the  pulse  less  frequent,  and  at  the  same  time  strong- 
er.'" Joerg,  as  quoted  by  the  learned  author,  referred  to,  thinlcs 
ihat  when  this  drug  is  given  in  very  moderate  doses,  yet  operative, 
^ihe  action  continues  for  three  or  four  hours^  or  in  laige  quantities 
from  eight  to  twelve  hours,  and  that  its  influence  is  more  lasting 
on  the  brain  than  on  the  bowels. 


jSlfter  .eK:paftitttitig  npon  the  «cti<Jii  orP  ffiii*j^  i-eitte^  ito  Kiodi^tt«te 
ittid  immoderate  doses,  l>r.  StllM  verf  justfy  obfierves :  ^^'The  ^i^ 
ttws,  liien,  of  valeriati  are  to  be  rsougiit  for  undier  conditi<:>ns^  6f 
the  gyt^tem  which,  are  adapted  to  bring  its  effects  into  strougi^fef,. 
atotes  in  which,  therefore,it  maybe  presumed"  that  its  eniath^ 
power  is  eshanced. "  ' 

MfeBiCAii  PttGPEjRTiBs.— Stimulant  and  diaphoretic,  U  wMeH 
many  add,  diuretic.  Active  principles,  a  volatile  oil,  and  an  acia 
fittty  matter,  valerianic  acid,  which  forms  salts  with  basea  Some 
of  these  salts  rank  among  our  most  valuable  remedies,  and  wilTl^ 
mentioned  in  this  paper.  It  is  regarded  as  a  useful  adjunct  to  ein* 
chona  in  intermittents.  Its  taste  is  concealed  by  associating  witfi 
it  mace  or  cinnamon.  Oil  of  valerian  has  been  used  as  a  powerfol 
stimulant  and  •  anti-spasmodic ;  German  physicians  regaid  it  as  a 
fevorite  remedv ;  it  is  reputed  to  be  more  decidedly  anti-spasmodie 
and  stimulant  than  any  other  preparation  of  this  plant 

Therapeutic  Employment.— JE^ptfepsy—Yalerian  was'  used  as. 
a  remedy  for  epilepsy,  according  to  the  earliest  record  that'hafe 
ti*arveled  down  to  us,  amid  the  ravages  of  ages.  Galen's  writings 
afltord  ample  testimony  relative  to  its  use  for  this  malady  in  hife 
day.  Its  employment  has  found  many  advocates  as  well  as  oppo^- 
nents,  and  in  this  respect  it  meets  with  the  same  fiite  as  most  othei- 
remedies.  It  is  highly  spoken  of  by  Willis,  Fothergill,  Brisbane,-, 
and  Haller.  Dr.  Copland*  speaks  very  favorably  of  its  eflB3Ct% 
when  appropriately  exhibited.  He  premises,  in  plethoric  subjeCtd^, 
depletions  and  evacuations.  Waring  thinks  the  essential  oil,  and' 
the  compound  tincture,  the  best  forms  for  internal  use.  He  also 
remarks,  that  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy  is  greatly  increased  by  a. 
combination  with  zinc. 

Wepfer,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Stills,  relates  that  he  rescued  fh)m« 
disease  several  girls  and  boys  by  the  long-eontinued  use  of  sirapte 
valerian  root,  and  among  them  a  girl  under  the  age  of  puberty, 
who  suflfeed  not  less  than  fifteen  paroxysms  in  the  course  of 
twenty -four  hours.  Tissot  declares  his  persuasion,  that  cases  in 
•which  valerian  fails  to  cure,  it  is  because  such  are  ineurabte. 
QFtnbert  says  that  cases,  not  cured  by  this  remedy,  were  moderatefl 

ill  lihe  yiotence  of  the  spasms,  and  rendered  less  fiiequent.    Yi^- 
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-ob^rres  thst  most  popullar  nostrums  for  epilepsy  oontem  vala^iisti^u 
1£  F&croBj  in  1888,  (says  Still^)  made  a  report  to  tlie  Freack  A<jad* 
«my  of  Medicine  on  a  memoir  of  M.  D'Huc,  in  wMoh  the  anthot 
idates  seven  cases,  of  which  sLk  were  recent  and  the  other  of  mrm 
jrears'  standing.  This  agent  was  administered  in  decoction  md 
•eistEact;,  the  latter  daUy,  in  doses  of  from  one  to  two  draehmfl. 
Binder  its  nse,  the  paroxysms  declined  in  frequency  and  severity, 
;and  ceased  after  a  period  of  from  five  weeks  to  three  monthg.  Jm. 
all  of  the  cases  exeept  one,  the  cure  appeared  to  be  permameat. 
"  Ofciber  patients  treated  subsequently  by  M.  D'Hue,  pi^eioted  lep^ 
aatififectory  results.'*  Dr.  Stills  rem^ks,  (vol.  ii,  p.  118) :  "  Om  th^ 
•wiioie,  there  can  be  "no  doubt  that  valerian  has  sometiaiee  oured 
^ttuine  epilepsy,  and  that  it  is  most  successful  in  jomxg  p»taentlt 
9xsd  vihm  the  disease  is  of  rieeent  origin.  In  the  caae  of  chjldreti,; 
it  iihusit  not  howeveor,  be  forgotten  Itat  the  remedy  is  an  effioieoit 
^uithelmintiG,  and  that  it  ha^  very  probably  aometiaaes  oiiirBd  the 
^paelttodic  affection  by  ^etroying  the  worms  upon  whieh  the  afe« 
taieks  depeiEided.''  Dr.  King  alludes  to  this  agent  m  useM  in  this 
QialAdy.  In  .many  cas^,  the  vsd^ianate  of  zrinG  wUl  be  found  lb 
^EisefiU  iremedy.  By  associatijog  this  with  the  extract,  or  tincture  of 
48tatmanium,  muoh  benefit  may  be  expected.  Waring  states  in  h& 
Practical  Therapeutics,  p.  671,  that  the  valerianate  of  zinc  is  founfl. 
-of  «uperioir  efficacy  to  all  the  other  salts  of  ^inc  in  epilep^.  He 
advises  that  it  should  be  commenced  in  small  doses  (gr.  i)  mA 
gnaduaJly  inereased  as  the  stomach  is  able  to  bear  it  Dr.  Baretti, 
is  quoted  by  Waring,  as  relating  four  long-standing  cases,  whioSi 
were  successfully  treated  by  it ;  and  other  instances  in  which  it 
has  proved  effectual  ai-e  recorded.  In  obstinate  cases  it  may  be 
found  useful  to  alternate  this  agent  with  small  doses  of  ferrocyanide 
■of  iron.  Other  combinations  will  be  found  useful  in  certain  con- 
ditions of  the  system,  such  as  the  valerianate  of  quinine  or  iron. 

Chorea. — This  agent  has  been  variously  estimated  in  chorea-! 
Many  testify  to  its  efficacy  as  a  valuable  remedy.  The  valerianate 
of  zinc,  in  the  hands  of  some  physicians,  is  alleged  to  have  cured 
Hgborea.  BL  C.  Wood,  M.  D.,  author  of  Pereira's  abridgment  .of 
M9L  IfecL,  observes,  p.  26 :  "  Valerianate  of  zinc  is  a  nervine  tonio, 
ia  ooti-apaamodic,  and  anthelmintic,  and  is  supposied  to  combine  tJae 
anti^aamodie  piopertdes  of  aim  and  valerian.  It  has  thi8>adiraitL>^ 
^e  ^y^  tke  pmplxTai)i&i»»<&  valerian,  that  it  ba»  iliess  oddr^  hut  tbe 
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BXsAr^  prmcipte  of  valerian  appears  to  be  oil  of  valerian  rath^ 
than  valerianic  acid,  and  the  benefit  of  the  two  substances  is,  I 
think,  most  certainly  obtained  by  giving  sulphate  of  zinc  with 
inftision  of  valerian."  The  valerianate  of  zinc  may  be  adminis- 
istered  from  one  to  three  times  a  day  in  doses^of  one  grain-*-  TresCt- 
ing  of  the  therapeutic  uses  of  the  valerianate  of  zinc,  Waring 
observes :  "  In  chorea,  it  has  also  been  employed,  but  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  so  effectual  as  the  sulphata  Dr.  Dante  has  recorded," 
he  says  :**  a  severe  case  of  hiccough  of  fifteen  days'  duration  cured 
by  the  valerianate  (gr.  f  )  with  k  small  portioii  of  ext  bellaClonnaB. 
Hysterical  cough,  connected  with  arrest  of  the  menstrual  function, 
lias  been  successfully  treated  by  Prof.  G.  Harley  with  valerianate  of 
2dnc  and  the  cold  doucha"  Dr.  Mint,  in  his  very  able  work, 
(Practice  of  Medicine)  p.  603,  observes :  "  Of  remedies,  other  than 
purgative,  which  experience  has  shown  to  be  useful,  the  more  im- 
portant  are,  areenio,  the  carbonate  and  prussiate  of  iron,  zinc,  strych- 
nia,  opium,  cannabis  indica,  and  various  anti^spasmodics.  Of  the 
efficacy  of  arsenic,  there  is  abimdant  and  strong  testimony.  Fow- 
ler's solution  is  the  most  ehgible  preparation.  Commencing  witili 
three  or  foxir  drops  of  this  preparation,  three  times  daily,  the  doses 
should  be  gradually  increased  until  [the  characteristic  effects  are 
observed." 

In  view  ol  the  fi:«quent  occurrence  of  chorea,  I  have  made  these 
^gressive  quotations,  which  I  take  the  liberty  to  extend,  in  con- 
firmation of  the  remarks  of  Prof.  Flint  In  the  Boston  Med.  am? 
Surg,  Journal^  vol.  58,  p.  77,  is  a  paper  by  David  Eice,  M.  D.^ 
entitled,  Chorea  Treated  with  Arsenic  The  author  remarks,  that 
within  a  period  of  five  years,  a  number  of  severe  cases  of  chorea 
have  come  into  his  hands  for  treatment,  all  of  which  he  says,  have 
yielded  to  a  certain  management  in  a  short  space  of  tima  He  had 
regarded  the  disease  in  question  as  an  inveterate  one,  and  obstinate 
in  not  yielding  to  the  action  of  remedial  agents.  Experience,  he 
Bays,  has  taught  him  the  reverse — that  with  the  right  application 
of  remedies,  he  adds,  it  is  quite  as  curable  as  many  maladies  of 
less  note.  He  has  succeeded  in  curing  all  his  cases  in  fi-om  two 
to  six  weeks,  by  the  use  of  arseni^,  with  a  few  other  remedies, 
used  either  in  conjunction  with  the  arsenic,  or  for  preparatory  or 
after-treatment  He  gives  the  history  of  two  or  three  cases,  to 
illtLstrate  his  method  of  treating  the  disease.     The  history  of  hid 
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cases  evidently  shows  ^that  they  might  be  regaraea  as  somewhat 
doubtfial  as  to  their  issue,  yet  they  all  yielded  to  his  treatments 
After  closing  his  interesting  report  of  cases,*  he  remarks :  "  I  might 
mention  many  cases  of  chorea,  occurring  at  different  ages,  and  in 
both  sexes,  all  of  which  I  have  treated  with  arsenic  with  complete 
success.  In  &ct,  I  have  never  known  it  to  fail  of  curing.  I  am 
no  believer  in  specilScs,  but  I  think  arsenic  is  as  sure  to  cure  chorea, 
as  the  Peruvian  bark  is  to  cure  intermittent  fever.  The  remedy 
must  be  watched,  and  used  with  caution,  and  then  it  is  entirely 
safe."  The  preparation  of  arsenic  used  by  Dr.  Eice,  was  Fowler's- 
solution.  This  malady,  no  doubt,  might  be  cured  with  less  quan«- 
titles  of  arsenic,  by  alternating  it  with  the  valerianate  of  zinc  two 
or  three  times  a  day. 

Neuralgia. — ^Dr.  Waring  remarks,  p.  958 :  **  In  neuralgia,  par- 
ticularly when  associated  with  hysteria,  the  compound  tincture 
combined  wiih  guaiacum,  proves  serviceable."  M.  D&Jat,  a8< 
quoted  by  Stills,  has  published  an  account  of  the  efficacy  of  va- 
lerianate of  ammonia  in  a  case  of  facial  neuralgia,,  which  had  for 
years  resisted  every  other  known  treatment,  both  local  and  general 
Pereha  adds  his  testimony  in  favor  of  valerianate  of  ammonia, 
in  the  treatment  of  this  affection.  He  observes :  "  Valerianate  of 
s^nimonia  is  a  quite  powerful  diffusible  nervous  stimulant,  which 
was  first  recommended  by  M.  Pierlot  as  having  remarkable  reme- 
dial powers,  more  especiaUy  in  controlling*  neuralgia.  Since  then 
it  has  been  used  extensively  in  hysteria,  chorea,  and  allied  affec- 
tions. It  seems  to  exercise  more  control  over  simple,  so-called 
nervous  headaches  than  almost  any  other  remedy."  Should  the 
neuralgia  prove  obstinate  and  unyielding,  small  doses  of  the  ex- 
tract of  belladonna  will  be  found  useful,  alternated  with  the  vale- 
rianate of  ammonia,  or  moderate  doses  of  the  dilute  hydrocyanic 
acid.  Cases  in  which  a  more  tonic  treatment  might  be  indicated, 
wiU  be  benefited  by  using  the  valerianate  of  quinia,  and  if  associ- 
ated with  anaemia  the  valerianate  of  iron  will  be  found  a  good  rem- 
edy. In  most  cases  of  neuralgia  valerian  will  be  found  a  valuable 
adjuvant,  and  may  be  combined  with  other  anti  spasmodics,  and 
with  most  stimulants  and  tonics  usually  employed  in  the  treatment 
Dr.  Waring  speaks  favorably  of  the  use  of  valerianate  of  ammo- 
nia as  a  remedy  in  neuralgia,  and  says  that  its  efficacy  has  been 
attested  by  several  writers.     He  remarks  that  some  severe  cases 
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ilinstrative  of  its  vsiue  are  recorded  by  [Br.  0  "Oonnon*  He^a(i8»  : 
'•"It  has  also  been  used  in  some  cases  of  hysteria,  chorea,  epilepsy, 
and  other  nervous  affections^  with  appar^it  benefit.  It  merits  ftos 
ther  trial."  From  what  has  been  said  of  valerian  and  ite  vahiaMe 
combinations  with  other  medicinal  agents,  there  can  Temain  no 
doubt  of  its  efficacy,  when  properly  administered,  in  the  diseases 
to  which  allusion  has  been  made. 

GrOUT. — Dr.  Stilld  observes:  "In  gout,  the  fever  is  often  a  eon- 
sequence  of  an  irritable  rather  than  of  an  inflammatory  state,  aad 
is  beneficially  influenced  by  valerian,  which  calms  the  tumult  <rf* 
the  system  and  gives  thepatient^ease.  When  this  afifeclaonattaeifcfl ' 
the  stomach  with  spasmodic  rather  than  inflammatory  symptoms, 
the  same  remedy  is  applicable,  and  the  oil  is  the  most  efficient  *lbrm 
for  its^  exhibition."  Cramp  in  the  stomach.  Dr.  Stills  -sayn,  is 
readily  relieved  by  the  same  means,  and  Ihat  mort)id  ^nsihilifcy  eP 
Ae  organ,  which  is  a  f5requent  cause  of  vomiting. 

Deliwitm:  Tremens. — ^Dr.  Stills  says  this  medieiae  is  a  vaiuabife* 
adjuvant  in  ihe  the  treatment  of  deslirium  tremens,  and  is  trfken 
OTfficient  to  control  the  symptoms  an  those  slighter  eases  whicfe 
arise  in  consequence  of  the  shocfk  of  unimportant  surgical  injuries. 

Mektal  Derangement. — The  same  author  remarks:  "Vale- 
rian is  deserving  of  a  trial  in  mental  derangements  produced  by- 
sorrow  and  anxiety,  homesictmess,  disappointment,  the  pueipa^;!: 
State,  etc.,  before  the  diisease  has  become  rooted,  and  the  pafciait 
possessed  with  a  fixed  idea.  It  is  also  recommended  in  nervous* 
'  atony  simulating  paralysis,  a  state  in  which  the  symptoms  oi  ap- 
oplexy are  sometimes  met]  with,  while  the  features  are  pale,  cold, 
and  sunken,  the  pulse  small,  slow  and  infrequent,  and  the  attack 
ends  with  a  copious  discharge  ot  limpid  urine,  This  medicine  ii* 
also  valuable  in  another  condition,  which  is  frequently  mistaken 
for  fever,  and  mischievously  treated  by  debilitating  means.  The 
patient  is  troubled  with  a  sense  of  fullness jn  the  kead^  a  full,  hard, 
and  frequent  pulse,  and  in  the  after  part  of  ihe  day,  congestion  of 
the  face,  headache,'^burning^  of  the]  palms  of  the  hands,  and  per- 
haps neuralgic]  pains.  Valerian  seldom  fails  to  mitigate  these 
symptoms,  and  sometimes  relieves  them  entirely,  but  more  com- 
monly it  paves  the  way  for  medicines  of  more  radicaUy  curative 
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poQfsrs.  j^  other  oaseaof  esBenlioUs^  thjeB«meiaatiire,  the  pstiaDt 
ift  saj^eot  to  uariige,  aecoiofaiided  <witii  palpitation  of  the  hjeart 
^Biis  blood  seems  to  rusk  suddenlj  into  the  bead,  and  as  suddenly 
to  lease  it  and  &J1  back  upon  the  heart  The  ocKmbination  of 
agfa^jboms  now  described,  is  not  an  infrequent  aecompanimexxt  of 
tibe  menopSMise,  and  even  of  the  &Faft  establishment  of  the  menses, 
and  ajiihough  it  then  is,  psuTtially,  at  least,  dependent  uponple- 
tlbova,  the  neoeasity  of  blood-letting  can  genemlly  be  avc^ded  by 
tbe  ado(]inisptira;tion  of  yaleriaa.^ 

Iii»aANiTY.i— J)r.  Copland*  observTSs  that  the  infiaalaflQ  and  com- 
{Hsuod  tinotntre  of  \^erian  ha^e  proy^,  in  80x»e  oases  c^  nokaada, 
i^oi^manda,  or  }in.eiancholia,  of  great  service.  Dr.  Copland 
]paroeeeds  as  feUows:  iwhen  these  a^feetioBs  are  ossoeiated  with 
iejistemal  ^mptoms,  or  wh^a  the  patiemt  entertains  the  idea  of 
<Maimltting  suicide,  c»r  ha^  a  disposition  to  indulge  or  to  adopt  aa^ 
dttngeious  capiice,  these  preparations  are  often  bei^fieiail,  particu- 
kady  oftar  appropriate  evacuations,  and  in  eombinati(^  widi  the 
solution  of  acetate  of  ammonia,  or  with  ttie  alkaline  carbonates,  ot^ 
yi6^  digitaHs,  hyoscyazaus,  etc 

fjPliFHOiD  Fevek. — Dr.  Copland  states,  that  he  has  given  the 
aiiusiQjB  of  vaieriaaa  with  advantage,  in  this  form  of  fevei*,  and  that 
lue  baa  made  it  the  vehitjle  for  the  chlomte  of  potash,  camphor,  Ac* 
It  is  indicated  in  such  states  of  fever  as  require  a  gentle  tonic,  and 
dtimuiant  of  ttie  nervous  influence,  particularly  when  tbe  nervous 
symptoms  are  prominent,  although  the  head  be  cool,  and  the  pulse 
W33aic  In  these  circumstances,  it  may  be  conjoined  with  gelsem- 
masaif  camphor,  tonics,  eta  In  the  coma  of  typhus,  the  essential 
ofl  of  valerian  was  employed  in  one  hundred  and  seventy -two 
eases  by  Barrallier ;  the  remedy  was  successful  in  one  hundred  and 
tiiirty-five,  the  effects  in  some  instances  being  very  remarkable. 
Jir,  Stills  observes,  in  vol.  ii,  p.  117 :  "  Sometimes  in  the  decline 
of  pneumonia,  and  typhoid  fevers^  when  ataxic  and  adynamic  phe- 
aomen<a  supervene  in  consequence  of  profuse  hemorrhage  from  the 
nose  or  bowels,  and  the  abdomen  continues  tympanitic  but  indo- 
lent, when,  in  a  word,  debility  and  excitability  prolong  one  another, 
gfeat  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  valerian.  The  same  indicatioij. 
sexBsetimes  presents  itself  in  the  course  of  eruptive  fevers^  in  conse- 
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quenoe  either  of  the  repercassion  of  the  eruptioii,  or  of  some  other 
accidental  cauBC,  giving  to  the  symptoms  a  typhoid  or  malignant 
type.  These  general  statements  have  received  confirmation  firoia 
the  experience  of  Dr.  J.  Leasure,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  treatment, 
of  typhoid  fever  with  oil  of  valerian.  He  at  first  used  it  in  cases  of 
prostration  and  exhaustion,  when  alcoholic  stimuli  were  either 
rejected  or  proved  ineffectual,  and  afterwards  in  eailier  stages  of 
the  diseasa  It  usually  provoked  diaphoresis,  and  at  the  same 
time  diminished  the  diarrhoea.  In  two  cases  complicated  with  the 
delirium  tremens,  the  symptoms  of  this  affection  were  evidently 
xmder  the  control  of  the  remedy."  In  Germany  the  administration, 
of  valerian  in  low  forms  of  fever  is  highly  spoken  of  Dr.  King, 
adds  his  testimony  in  favor  of  this  agent  in  the  treatment  of  this 
malady.  He  observes  that  it  is  useful  in  cases  of  irregular  nervous 
action  as  in  the  restlessness  and  irritability  occurring  in  hystericail. 
constitutions,  in  the  morbid  vigilance  of  fevers,  &a  It  may  be? 
administered  in  most  cases  in  combination  with  tonics,  stimulantsi 
and  other  anti-spasmodics. 

Rheumatic  Affecjtions. — ^Dr.  StiU6  says  that  it  is  especially 
commended  m  simple  catarrhal  and  rheumatic  affections  occurring 
in  persons  of  an  excitable  temperament  and  predisposed  to  nervoua 
attacks,  and  in  all  fevers  in  which  these  pecxdiarities  of  this  temr 
perament  predominate. 

Hysteria. — This  affection  puts  on,  many  times,  a  proteiform. 
character,  simulating  many  other  diseases  which  require  a  mode  of 
treatment  directly  opposite.  It  may  be  complicated  with  other 
diseases.  Sometimes  it  occurs  at  the  crisis  of,  or  during  recov^y 
from  fever  or  inflammatory  diseases ;  not  infrequently  during  coq. 
valescence  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs;  sometimes 
complicated  with  asthma ;  frequently  associated  with  inflammation 
of  the  uterus  or  ovaria,  and  frequently  attends  leucorrhoea.  It  is 
sometimes  associated  with  disorder  of  the  urinary  or  digestive 
organs.  It  occurs  after  excessive  depletions,  after  haBmorrhages, 
parturition,  and  after  fevers  (Copland).  Dr.  Flint  observes,  p.  626  : 
"  The  hysterical  condition  calls  for  remedies  to  soothe  the  nervous 
i^stem,  but  opiates  are  to  be  avoided.  Valerian,  assafoetida,  lactu- 
carium,  ether,  belladonna,  hyoscyamus,  are  the  appropriate  reme* 
dies.  Of  these,  the  two  first  are  the  most  efficient."  After  allud- 
iDg  to  hygenic  treatment,  application  of  the  cold  douche  to  the 
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head,  and  other  means,  the  same  author  remarks:  ^^ After  the^ 
convnlsions  cease,  if  the  patient  be  much  distressed,  an  opiate  may 
be  given,  but  if  valerian,  assafoetida,  or  ether  will  suffice,  they  are 
to  bp  preferred."  Waring  says,  in  hysteria,  valerian  proves  highly 
serviceable,  and  may  advantageously  be  given,  both  in  the  parox- 
ysms and  in  the  intervals.  In  some  cases,  he  says  its  beneficial 
effects  are  immediate ;  in  others  the  remedy  requires  to  be  persevered 
in  for  a  short  period.  He  regards  it  as  particularly  serviceable  ia 
hysterical  palpitations,  he  says  the  use  of  valerian  is  generally  at- 
tended with  immediate  benefit  Hysterical  cough,  connected  with 
airest  of  the  menstrual  function,  has  been  successfully  treated  by 
Q.  Harley*  with  valerianate  of  zinc  and  the  cold  doucha  Valeri- 
anate of  ammonia  is  said  to  have  been  used  in  this  malady 
With  good  results.  Dr.  Stills  thinks  it  is  doubtful  whether  valeri- 
an is  a  remedy  of  much  value  in  fully  developed  hysteria,  and 
especially  in  that  form  of  the  afrection>hich  occura  in  plethoric 
and  otherwise  robust  females.  As  a  palliative,  he  says,  it  may  be 
xiseftdly  employed  to  avert  paroxysms  which  some  accidental 
ex<iitement  would  have  provoked,  or  even  to  mitigate  them  whea 
they  cannot  be  averted.  He  regards  it  as  more  useful  if  the  dis- 
ease attacks  females  of  a  weak  constitution  and  excitable  tempera^ 
ment,  with  imperfect  digestion,  and  enfeebled  by  care  and  anxiety^ 
and  when  a  tonic  as  well  as  an  anti-spasmodic  treatment  is  called 
for.  In  such  cases,  he  says,  it  not  only  is  efficient  in  mitigating* 
the  individual  attacks,  but  it  will  sometimes  contribute  materially 
to  Ihe  complete  cure  of  the  disease.  Dr.  S.  goes  on  to  describe  a^ 
disorder  which  he  calls  hysterical,  rather  than  as  being  in  itself 
hysteria.  This  affection  Tissot  and  Trotter  have  described,  and 
IVousseau  and  Pidoux  present  the  following  abstract,  as  quoted  by 
Stills,  vol.  ii,  p.  114 :  "  One  patient  complains  of  oppression,  of 
stricture  of  the  throat  or  temples,  and  noises  in  the  ears,  a  sensation 
like  the  commencement  [of  a  cold  in  the  head,  local  shudderings,. 
and  flushes  of  heat  in  the]  face,  another  is  unable  to  remain  quiet 
in  the  same  spot,  and  has  what  is  so  expressively  termed  lihs>  fidgets^ 
-with  gaping,  yawning,  and  hiccup ;  or  the  same  phenomena  may 
be  somewhat  modified,  and  the  patient  find  no  comfort  except  iB 
active,  and  even  fatiguing  exercise ;  others,  again,  complain  of  a 
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-difictilty  of  swaWowing,  of  borborygiaai,  emetswfcieajs  and  bunaij^ 
rsessalions  in  the  abdomen,  with  flatulent  distension  conding  on 
auddenlj  and  as  suddenly  subsiding,  prsecordial  distress,  causeless 
ajaamas,  morbid  susceptibility,  etc.  All  of  these  syna,ptoms  ^  aie 
coaDpktely  under  the  cont2?ol  of  valerian.  One  or  two  more  doses 
of  it  will  dispel,  as  with  a  charmed  power,  the  uanatu-Dal  discffflter 
of  the  .fuBctious,  4ixid  resl:e»e  oa^ness  :mA  equanimity  to  a  patieiitt 
in.  thB  midst  of  toirments  xtosse  lidte  Jioes  hanssiog  biecawe  they  d^ 
not  tJwneatfta  life."  ,ae?^>eiid  «ases  ftre  y€itet©4  by  Lrtpur  whioh !€dSfear, 
sijiis  S.,  a  somewhat  modified  aspect  of  the  same  disease.  Thm^ 
iS'One)ol  his  cdees  related  by  StiU^as  follows:  "One  of  hi^, pa- 
timta  was. a  lady  whose  geiajerai  health  was  perfect,  and  m  whose. 
•ornmmstaDees  thene  was  nothing  to  es:plain  die-  symptoms  whioh 
.  she  exhibited.  Whenev^  she  sat  dowm  to  mealsishe'igrew  p0ifi% 
'and  experienced  a  seiffocajting  wnslaiclaoo.  of  the  ejhest,  folkwred 
hy  -hucried  and  laborious  iaispiratioB^  aood  feeqcient  gapiug,  Tfeese^ 
symptoms  lasted  for  ten  or  tweliw  mi^kutes  at  first,  hoi  w^^  ^xq- 
Ijoogod  by  the  displeasure  which  they  cajosed  the  lady's  hu$bfiladj 
wba  took  them  to  be  voluntary.  Durii^  a  year,  various  j^lJn^. 
'  of  treatment  were  employed,  cold  aod  :aea  bathiug,  bis»wtih^  qm- 
Bio)9,  bttt  all  in  vain,  and  the  ,«ympt(Mus  weue  at  last  rewwred  fey 
pQWxtenod  valerian  in  the  dose  of  a  drachm  taken  daily  h^ffm 
(ficuer.  Within  a  fortnight  the  attacks  ©eased,  md  were  not 
pqneiwed." 

Moso^  VoLiTAJjiTES. — Waring  r^uarfcs  that  muscse  volSltoi^te^ 
aeocflrding  to  the  experience  of  Mr.  Ware,  often  disappear  ujodw 
tftie  use  of  the  annexed  formulae:  $1.  T.  Valerian.  Am.,  T.  Cas- 
tor aa  f.  3  ij,  Mist  Oamph.  £  §  vj,  M.  cap.  coch.  amp.  j-ij  pw) 
dos. 

Vermifuge. — Dr.  Stills  remarks,  voL  ii,  p.  118  :  "  As  a  vermt- 
Jhge^  valerian  is  deserving  of  some  credit,  although  it  is  doubtful 
how  far  it  acts  specifically  in  destroying  intestinal  worms.  It  is 
nmce  certainly  useful  in  counteracting  the  weakness  of  the  bowels 
which  parasites  produce.  A  somewhat  celebrated  vermifuge  by 
Stoorck  is  composed  as  follows:  §.  Sulph.  potasssd,  c.  sulphmnQ, 
jalaps,  Valerianae,  aa  3j;  oxymal^  scillit  3iv.  Dose  for  aaadullt, 
5  as  fcxux  times  a  day."  The  valerianate  of  zi»e  possessteis  anthel- 
mintic properties,  and  may  De  given  in  doses  of  from  one  to  ^hree 
grains. 


iNTBlCUSfrtENT  Pevbbs.— Some  writers  insist  1iM>  vflderian  is- 
-useful  in  intermittent  and  remittent  fevem^  Wb^n  the  diseaM-lki- 
sumes  the  adynamic  state,  Dr.  Copland  advises  the  use  of  valerian* 
in  conjunction  with  cinchona.  Patients  afflicted  with  this  disease, 
of  an  excitable  or  nervous  temperament,  and  rather  predisposed  to- 
nervous  attacks,  will  be  much  benefited  by  a  free  use  of  valerian 
three  or  four  times  during  the  day.  It  is  not  at  all  incompatibife- 
■with  the  employment  of  quinine.  The  contra-indications  to  its 
use  IQ  any  disease,  id  which  the  patient  is  troubled  with  nervous  ir- 
ritation and  irritability,  are  extremely  rare. 

Eheumatism. — ^Valerian  possesses  no  properties  which  can- 
bring  it  into  notoriety  as  a  remedy  per  $e,  for  the  cure  of  iheutn*- 
tism.  It  will  be  found  a  valuable  adjuvant^  however,  in  the- 
treatment  of  this  disease,  associated  with  the  ordinary  remedies 
administered  in  its  different  stages.  Dr.  Stills,  in  treating  uponi 
the  therapeutic  employment  of  this  agent,*  says  it  is  especially 
commended  in  simple  catarriial  and  rheumatic  affections^  occurring 
in  persons  in  which  the  peculiarities  of  bxl  excitable  temperament 
predominate.  Numerous  diseases,  might  still  be  added  to  tboei^- 
noticed  in  this  paper,  in  which  this  agent  would  be  found  a  val- 
uable adjuvant,  and  in  relation  to  which,  the  highest  authority 
ooxdd  be  quoted.  As  a  general  thing,  this  remedy  has  been  too- 
much  neglected  bv  the  profession  at  large,  within  a  few  years,  and 
a  return  to  its  more  general  employment,  no  doubt,  would  in  maajF 
cases,  be  very  thankfully  acknowledged  by  our  patients. 

PEEPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract,  -  -  Dose,  f  to  l|f  dttuns.. 
Solid  Extract,  -  -  -  "  3  to  10  grains. 
Pills, 2  grains  each.. 

TINCTURE   OF  VALERIAN* 

Fluid  Extract,  .        .        .        .        8  ounces- 

Diluted  Alcohol,  -----      2  pints. 
Dose — Two  to  four  drams. 

iSn^USION  OF  VALERIAN. 

Muodi  Extract,  -        -        -        »       §  ounoe. 
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Water, 

Doas — ^Two  to  four  ounces. 

SYRUP  OF  VALERIAN. 

Fluid  Extract,  -        .        .        . 

Syrup, 

Pose — Two  to  four  drams. 

WINE  OP  VALERIAN. 

Fluid  Extract,  -        .        -        , 

Sherry  Wine,       -        -        -        . 
DOSB^— One-half  to  one  ounce. 


1  pint 


4  ounces. 
1  pint 


2  ounces. 
14  ounces. 


COMPOUND   INFUSION  OP  VALERIAN. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Valerian,     -        -  IJ  ounces. 

Syrup  of  Chamomile,         •        •  -    li  ounces. 

Qamphor, ;20  grains. 

Infusion  of  Cinchona,        -        -  -          2  pints. 

Dose — One  to  two  ounces,  three  times  a  day. 

AMMONIATED  TINCTURE  OF  VALERIAN. 


Fluid  Extract, 

Aromatic  Spirit  of  Ammonia, 
Dose — One  to  two  drams. 


4  ounces. 
2  pints. 


valerian  compound. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Yalerian, 
•'  "  Cinchona, 

Carbonate  of  Ammonia,  - 
Syrup  of  Ginger, 


2  ounces. 
J  ounce. 
2  drams. 
1  ounce. 


Dose — Two  drams  every  hour  in  periodic  hemicrania. 

{Donald  Munroe. 

COMPOUND    tincture  OF  VALERIAN. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Valerian, 
Tincture  of  Castor, 
Fluid  Extract  of  Saflfron, 


2  ounces. 
1  ounce. 
1  ounca 
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Fluid  Extract  Peppermint,         -        -    4  ounces. 
IKluted  Alcohol, 2  pints. 

Dose — Half  to  one  and  a  half  drams.  Wirt  PL 
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A    VISIT   TO    VESUVIUS. 


BY    W.    PSOOTSB,  JR., 

JSfdUor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy, 


Naplbs,  May,  1867. 
The  outline  of  Vesuvius  against  the  eastern  sky,  always  visihle  from 

"the  quays  of  Naples  when  not  ohscured  hy  clouds,  is  an  object  upon 
which  the  eye  of  the  traveller  rests  with  abiding  interest.     Much  as 

'there  is  to  attract  in  other  directions,  this  historic  mountain  with  its 
inddents  is  the  leading  object  that  draws  so  many  to  this  populous  and 
interesting  city.  .  Seen  now  from  this  point,  the  mountain  rises  beyond 

ihe  bay  as  a  flattened  cone,  the  apex  of  which  has  been  removed  and  a 
deep  notch  cut  in  its  substance,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  a  double 
headed  mountain.  The  buildings  of  various  kinds  which  dot  its  base 
are  very  numerous,  and  it  is  said  there  is  a  population  of  70  or  80 
thousand  domicile  between  Portici  and  Castelamare  inclusive,  on  the 
south-western  base  of  the  mountain. 

It  having  been  determined  to  visit  Vesuvius  in  the  morning,  a  slight 
-glance  at  some  parts  of  its  history  will  aid  us  in  appreciating  its  fea- 
-tures,  which  we  are  able  to  give  from  the  excellent  account  of  Murray. 
The  first  eruption  of  Vesuvius  in  historic  times  was  in  the  year  A.  D., 
79,  during  the  reign  of  Titus.     It  was  recognised  by  the  ancients,  how- 
ever, as  of  volcanic  nature,  and  various  traditions  regarding  it  existed. 
Plutarch  describes  Spartacus  and  his  followers  as  encamping  in  the 
locky  hollow  (crater)  on  the  summit,  which  was  clothed  with  wild  vines 
and  which  was  entered  by  a  pass  on  the  side  towards  Naples.     This 
indicates  the  long  quiescent  period  which  must  have  elapsed  preceding 
the  eruption  of  79.     After  several  years  of  occasional  subterranean 
^disturbance  in  the  vicinity  of  Vesuvius,  during  which  earthquakes  had 
damaged  Herculaneum,  Pompeii,  Puzzuoli,  etc.,  the  great  eruption  of 
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A.  D.  T^'Oeourr^,  which  buried  die  two  foilner  4iirt)i<4.    1%^  accounfr 
lefl  by  Plisj  of  the  circumstances  of  this  etVLj^ttoas^  w^h  ^^ecasioned 
the  death  of  the  elder  Pliny,  near  Stabiae,  corroborates  the  examinations* 
of  modem  geologists  that  no  lava  isstred  from  Vesuvius  on  that  o«»- 
sion,  but  that  the  eruption  consisted  in  the  ejection  of  vast  quantities, 
of  ashes,  water  and  mud,  with  prodigious  quantities  of  stones  and  frag- 
ments of  various  volcanic  matters.     There  must  have  been  a  strong 
current  of  air  from  the  north  which  carried  the  loose  matter,  including 
stones  of  several  pounds  weight,  as  far  as  Pompeii,  and  lesser  ones  to 
Stabise,  and  the  present  more  gradual  inclination  of  the  base  of  Vesu- 
vius in  that  direction  is  addition  evidence  of  the  immense  bulk  of  these 
ejections,  which  at  the  distance  of  several   miles   were  sufficient  to- 
entomb  so  extensive  a  city  as  Pompeii.     While  at  the  latter  city  we- 
witnessed  the  laborers  at  work  removing  the  ashes  iWmi  a  part  of  the 
excavations  now  going  on,  and  obtained  a  specimen,  which  is  of  uniform, 
light  stone  color,  very  friable,  no  sand  visible,  and  appearing  as  though 
it  bad  assumed  its  present  position  in  a  comparatively  dry  state.     The 
ejection  of  water  and  steam  on  that  occasion  appears  to  have  been  ooie 
of  the  most  prominent  charaet^istics  of  the  eruption,  and  to  have  been 
the  immediate  cause  of  overwhelming  Herculaneum  mth  a  torrent  qf' 
mud  formed  of  the  light  ashes  which  it  gathered  up  in  its  descent  along - 
the  mountain  slopes  to  the  bay,  and  which  penetrated  at  once  into  evcvy 
part  of  that  fated  dty ;  ZK>t  however  before  most  of  the  inhabiitjHate^ 
escaped.     Whether  Ute  water  thus  ejected  was  derived  from  a  ruptufe- 
of  the  earth's  crust  under  the  sea,  is  a  fruitful  subject  oi  speottlatiofi« 
for  the  geologists.     The  result  of  this  eruption  was  to  destroy  the  wkdle^ 
south-western  wall  of  the  crater  towards  the  bay,  w^di  was  probablf 
disintegrated  under  the  influence  of  fire  and  superheated  steam,  (th^- 
power  of  which  in  effecting  the  dBcomposition  of  minerals,  is  well  known 
in  the  chemical  laboratory),  and  ejected  as  ashes  and  mud,  changing  tbe 
coast  line  so  as  to  nuU&e  t^e  site  oi  Pompeii  half  a  mile  inland^  whilst 
itfwas  formerly  a  seaport  on  the  ba(y.     The  remainder  of  this  old  cr^tff 
yet  existSy  as  we  shall  presently  see,  a  memento  of  this  wonderfu  catas- 
trophe.   In  the  year  472  an  eruption  occurred,  that  again  vi^ted  the 
sites  of  Herculaneum  and  Pompeii,  which  had  become  occupied  by  vit- . 
lages.     Other  emiptions  hap|>ened  in  the  years  512,  685,  9dd,  IOSj^,. 
1049,  1189,  1306  and  1500.     AfW  the  eruption  of  150,  described  % 
I^eone,  of  Nola^  the  crater  was  ^'  five  miles  in  circuit,  and  ojoe  thousand 
paoeadeep/'  and  remained  quiescent  fot  a  hundred  and  thirty-one  yeaKS^, 
during:  wbieh^  tim^  iteirsides  became  covered  with  vegetation,  shvubsy^aod 
forest  trees,- aad>  theifloor  of  t^  crater  even  visited  by  catlJje  aad-otiMr 


1 


A   Vi^'t  to  Vesuvius.  113 

aiiiih&ls.  In  1631  one  of  the  greatest  eruptions  occurred ;  the  immense 
crater  just  noted  was  filled  with  volcanic  matter,  and  on  the  16th  of  De- 
cember an  earthquake  caused  a  violent  eruption  of  the  sea  towards  the 
i&ountadn,  causing  great  destruction  of  life,  and  at  the  same  time  "from  the 
Sammit  of  the  cone  seven  streams  of  lava  issued,  one  reaching  Torre  del 
Annunziata,  seen  on  the  road  to  Pompeii,  one  destroyed  two  thirds  of 
Tort©  del  Greco,  a  third  destroyed  Resina,  on  the  site  of  Herculaneum, 
another  destroyed  part  of  Portici,  and  formed  the  present  site  on  which 
tiie  Royal  Palace  and  La  Favorita  were  subsequently  built."  This 
eruption  was  also  accompanied  with  great  torrents  of  rain,  causing  in- 
undation towards  Nola.  Eruptions  followed  this  in  1660,  1682,  1690, 
1696,  1698,  1701,  1707,  1712,  1717,  1720,  1728,  1730  and  in  17^7, 
Wheti  an  immense  outpouring  of  lava  occurred  from  the  base  of  the 
cone,  estimated  at  over  33,  millions  of  cubic  feet,  lava  also  issuing  from 
the  summit.  The  quantity  of  ashes  discharged  during  this  erup- 
tion [was  very  great,  and  did  damage  to  trees  by  its  weight.  Then 
in  1751, 1754,  1758,  1760,  1766,  1767,  1770,  1776  and  1779.  This  last 
W&s-one  of  the  most  remarkable  on  record,  being  accompanied  by  ail 
immense  explosion  in  the  interior,  immediately  following  which,  says 
Sir  "William  Hamilton,  "  In  an  instant  a  fountain  of  liquid  transparent 
fire  h^gan  to  rise.  *  *  *  *  The  height  of  this  stupendous  column 
of  fire  could  not  be  less  than  three  times  that  of  Vesuvius  itself."  The 
qected  matter  fell  partly  on  the  mountain  itself,  partly  on  Somma  and 
the  intervening  space,  and  partly  eastwards  toward  Ottajano,  where  it 
broke  in  the  roofs  and  windows  of  houses,  destroyed  the  woods  and 
vineyards  and  filled  the  streets  to  the  depth  of  several  feet  with  ashes, 
some  of  which  fell -a  hundred  miles  off. '  In  1784,  1786, 1787, 1793—4,. 
flie  latter  destroying  the  cathedral  and  the  greater  part  of  the  town  of 
Torre  del  Greco,  poured  into  the  sea,  extending  the  coast  line  out  380 
feet,  by  width  1215  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water.  Then  in  1804, 
1805,  1809,  1812,  1813,  1817,  1818.  1820  and  1822.  On  this  last 
occasion  the  great  cone  fell  in  with  a  crash,  after  which  two  streams 
of  lava  flowed  towards  Resina.  Sir  Charles  Lyell  found  this  lava  had 
not  lost  its  heat  in  1828.  The  crater  was  irregular  in  shape,  three 
miles  in  circumference  and  of  great  depth,  its  rim  varying  500  feet  in 
height.  Then  in  1828,  1831  and  1834,  when  the  lava  ran  nine  miles, 
destroying  Caposecco  and  threatening  Pompeii.  In  1838,  1845,  1847, 
1850;  the  latter  noted  for  enveloping  the  woods  of  Bosco  Reale,  when 
various  curious  phenomena  occurred  as  the  trees  were  consumed  in 
thelavfe;  In  1855  the  lava  flowed  down  into  the  Atrio  del  Cavallo,  and 
teeping  to  the  north  of  the  Hermitage  did  much  damage  in  the  places 
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below  towards  St.  Sebastiano  and  Massa.  This  Idva  was  remarkable 
for  slow  cooling  and  for  containing  chloride  of  lead  as  a  sublimate  in 
its  fissures.  Its  direction  at  one  time  caused  fears  for  Portici,  and  the 
guides  yet  speak  of  it  as  the  great  eruption  of  1865.  In  1859  an 
eruption  occurred  on  the  side  of  the  cone,  a  stream  of  lava  running  into 
the  Atrio  del  Cavallo  and  thence  on  either  side  of  the  Hermitage  hill 
poured  in  a  magnificent  fiery  torrent  into  the  Fossa  Grande  on  the 
north  side.  The  eruption  of  1861  vented  itself  in  a  fissure  2000 
yards  long  above  Torre  del  Greco,  one  vent  pouring  out  lava,  accom- 
panied by  severe  earthquakes  that  nearly  destroyed  the  town.  This 
outlet  was  lower  down  towards  the  coast  than  any  of  the  preceding. 
In  1865  the  disturbance  was  confined  chiefly  to  the  old  crater,  which  in 
May  of  that  year  was  described  as  being  950  yards  in  circumference, 
and  perhaps  300  feet  deep.  The  observer  remarked  that  the  small 
crater  at  the  bottom  would  soon  fill  the  cavity  of  the  general  crater. 
This  is  the  latest  account  we  can  find,  previous  to  our  visit. 

Our  party,  consisting  of  seven  persons  and  the  guide,  lefl  the  hotel 
at  five  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  route  afler  passing  Castel  Carmine,  carried 
us  along  the  Marinella  or  bay  shore,  which  at  that  early  hour  was  a 
busy  scene,  where  boatmen  and  fishermen  were  actors,  and  where  for- 
merly the  Lazzaroni  were  prone  to  bask  in  the  sun.  Passing  the  Ponte 
della  Maddalena  over  the  Sebeto,  we  soon  entered  Strada  Portici,  hay- 
ing the  immense  line  of  brickibuildings,  originally  erected  for  granaries 
and  now  used  as  barracks,  on  the  right.  These  and  the  continued  walls 
and  fences  of  houses  and  villas  along  the  bay  shore  shut  out  the  view  of 
the  water,  and  detract  much  from  the  interest  of  the  ride.  Some  of  the 
shops  of  Portici  were  open,  and  already  strings  of  maccaroni  were 
hanging  out  to  dry  in  front  of  the  factories.  We  met  several  of  the 
peculiar  two- wheeled  vehicles,  with  long  shafts  harnessed  above  the 
backs  of  the  horses,  and  which  frequently  bore  as  many  as  eighteen  to 
twenty-two  poor  passengers,  sitting  and  clinging  to  them,  bound  to 
Naples  from  Resina.  Passing  the  court  yard  of  the  Royal  Palace  we 
soon  entered  Resina,  built  on  the  site  of  Herculaneum,  and  where  the 
Vesuvian  guides  have  their  headquarters.  Afler  making  arrangements 
for  the  ascent,  we  drove  on  to  the  guides  house  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town  and  ate  our  breakfast,  and  then  each  addressed  himself  to  the  im- 
portant business  of  selecting  a  saddle  horse  from  the  lot  in  waiting. 
Our  party  embraced  representatives  from  the  medical,  pharmaceutical, 
collegiate  and  mercantile  professions,  and  despite  tlie  sorry  nags,  and 
iuicient  saddles  upon  which  some  were  mounted,  made  quite  a  respect- 
able cavalcade,  at  least  in  numbers.     The  weather  was  fine,  almost  too 
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warm  fi>r  such  an  expedition,  the  road  not  intended  for  wheeled  vehicles, 
was  narrow,  stony,  irregular  and  hedged  in  by  fences.  Many  trees 
w^ere  in  bloom,  and  the  almond  and  fig  had  set  their  fruits.  The  olive 
blossoms  had  not  yet  opened,  but  the  rich,  scarlet  flowers  of  the  pome- 
^anate  here  and  there  in  the  hedgerows,  formed  a  brilliant  contrast  with 
the  foliage.  The  vine  grown  on  stakes,  rude  trellisses  and  in  festoons 
is  the  most  important  crop  on  these  fertile  slopes.  The  road  also  served, 
in  many  places,  as  the  bed  of  a  torrent  in  rainy  weather,  so  much  was 
it  washed,  but  after  reachmg  the  plateau  it  was  better,  and  our  view 
greatly  improved,  being  less  obstructed  by  immediate  objects. 

[to  be  continued.] 
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Of  Newtonia,  Miss, 


This  genus  probably  derives  its  name  from  the  Greek  gala^  (milk), 
one  or  more  species,  the  G.  verum  especially,  having  been  much  used 
in  ancient  as  well  as  modem  times  for  flavoring,  coloring  and  curdling 
milk  intended  for  cheese,  and  hence  called  also  cheese-rennet.  Or  the 
generic  name  may  have  come  in  another  way  from  gala^  the  G.  Aperine 
being  used,  as  Dioscorides  tells  us,  by  the  shepherds  of  his  time  as  a 
filter  to  strain  milk  through,  and  in  Sweden  for  the  same  purpose,  as 
stated  by  Linnaeus.  The  specific  name  of  this  last  is  from  apairo,  (to 
lay  hold  of)  the  scabrous  stems,  hirsute  leaves  and  hooked,  bristly  fruit 
well  adapting  it  to  seizing  and  taking  hairs  out  of  the  milk,  and  at  the 
isame  time  giving  cause  for  the  common  names,  cleavers,  catch-weed, 
scratch-weed,  &c.,  the  fruit  adhering  to  whatever  it  comes  in  contact 
with.  This  property  of  adhering  to  the  clothes  and  person  led  the 
Greeks  to  call  it  philanthropon,  man-lover.  Being  much  relished  by 
geese,  it  has  received  the  name  goose-grass  also.  The  name  bed- straw 
is  doubtless  from  the  old  form  of  the  verb  to  strew,  strow,  straw,  one  of 
the  species  being  much  used  in  former  times  by  thrifly  English  dames 
4x>  strew  their  beds  with,  thus  imparting  a  pleasant  fragrance. 
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This  genus  belongs  to  the  order  Rubiacea&,  and  hds  many  ptopettie»,. 
both  medicinal  and  economical,  in  common  with  the  madder.  The  flow- 
ering stems,  with  alum,  dye  yellow,  and  the  roots  red.  These  plants 
are  used  by  the  Indians  for  dyeing  feathers,  porcupine  quills,  &c  At 
the  instance  of  the  British  Ck>uncil  of  Trade,  they  were  once  cultivated 
like  madder,  and  yielAoA  fourteen  hundred  pounds  of  roots  to  the  cLcrt. 
In  passing,  I  cannot  permit' the  loss  of  this  opportunity  to  say,  that  as 
they  grow  luxuriantly  m  the  Southern  States,  they  might  be  cultirated 
with  much  profit  by  some  of  our  enterprising  farmers,  thus  varying  our 
crops  and  increasing  our  prosperity. 

Like  madder,  they  color  the  bones  of  birds  and  other  animals  feeding 
on  them.  The  G.  tuberosum,  we  are  told,  is  cultivated  in  China  for  the 
roots,  which  are  cooked  whole,  or  after  Joeing  reduced  to  meal ;  and  they 
are  esteemed  salubrious.  The  G.  Aperine  and  some  of  the  other  species  * 
have  been  for  ages  regarded  as  "  purifiers  of  the  blood,"  and  used  in 
the  spring  with  that  view  in  broths.  The  juice  also  has  been  long  in 
use,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  for  scrofula,  scurvy,  freckles,  lepra, 
and  cutaneous  eruptions  generally.  In  these  affections  the  infusion  or 
expressed  juice  is  taken  internally  and  applied  locally.  Scrofulous  and 
other  tumors  are  said  to  be  promptly  discussed  by  taking  the  juice  in- 
ternally and  applying  the  bruised  plant  locally.  Several  species  have 
considerable  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  hysteria  and  epilepsy,  as  the 
G.  verum  formerly,  the  G.  palustre  in  the  latter  affection  specially  and 
recently  in  France,  and  in  America  the  G.  trifidum,  (G.  tinctorum,  L.) 
The  galiums  are  said  to  be  very  valuable  in  erysipelas,  scarlatina, 
congestion  of  the  spleen,  spitting  of  blood,  dysentery,  and  for  dissolv- 
ing or  crumbling  down  urinary  calculi.  I  have  no  experience  with 
them  in  any  of  the  above  affections. 

My  use  of  them  has  been  in  another  line  of  practice,  in  which  I  have 
employed  them,  in  many  cases,  with  very  decided  benefit — especially 
the  G.  Aperine,  which,  however,  does  not  grow  in  this  latitude.  It  is 
found  in  the  more  northern  of  the  Southern  States.  There  are  sev^i 
other  species  growing  in  the  Southern  States,  most  of  them  widely 
diffused.  Nearly  all  possess  some  medicinal  properties  in  common,  in 
greater  or  less  degree ;  but  as  they  differ  in  other  respects,  they  should 
be  carefiilly  studied.  As  they  are  all  rare  in  my  vicinity,  I  have  not 
had  opportunities  for  observing  and  determining  the  special  properties- 
of  each. 

As  strong  heat  dissipates  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  galiums,  we 
may  thus  account  for  the  ikct  that  some  practitioners  claim  good  results,, 
while  others  pronounce  them  inert,  having  used  inadvertently  a  worth- 
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less  decoction.  Cold  or  warm  water  extracts  the  active  principle.  It 
may  be  given  in  the  form  of  expressed  juice,  if  fresh  f  §  ss,  if  inspissa- 
ted, 3  L,  or  infusion,  f|ij.-iv.,  daily,  in  chronic  or  subacute  cases ; 
every  hour  or  two  in  those  that  are  acute,  grave,  and  attended  with 
much  febrile  excitement.  The  infusion  is  made  of  the  bruised,  dry 
plant,  §  iv.,  or  of  the  green,  ad  libitum,  and  water  Oij.  The  water  is 
better  warm  if  the  vessel  is  closely  covered  till  cold. 

I  have  used  the  galium  in  suppression  of  the  urinary  secretion,  in 
Biany  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  bladder  and  urethra,  and 
in  several  cases  of  dropsy,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  The  prepa- 
rations I  have  used  proved  powerfully  diuretic  and  refrigerant.  In  cases 
of  great  debility,  or  a  feeble  circulation,  it  might  even  prove  dangerous 
to  exhibit  the  medicine  in  large  doses,  unless  cautiously  guarded  to  pre- 
vent too  much  refrigerating  effect.  A  year  or  two  ago  I  had  occasion 
to  prescribe  it  for  a  lady  suffering  very  severely  with  acute  nephritis. 
She  complained  so  much  of  chilliness  being  induced  by  it,  that  I  had 
difficulty  in  prevailing  on  her  to  continue  its  use  in  diminished  doses. 

It  also  possesses  sedative  properties,  but  how  great  I  can  not  now 
positively  state.  It  is  a  very  good  remedy  in  acute  gonorrhoea  and 
prostratis ;  and  by  analogy  I  would  infer  for  aeute  inflammations  gen- 
erally of  the  mucous  surfaces. 

Although  I  know  nothing  of  its  alleged  property  of  dissolving  urinarj 
calculi,  I  can  very  well  understand  how  a  careless  observer  might  be 
deceived  into  the  belief.  Its  soothing,  relaxing  influence,  together  with 
a  copious  secretion  of  a  bland  urine,  is  capable  of  removing  small  con-* 
tgretioB^  from  the  kidneys  and  bladder,  causing  them  to  pass  threugh 
th^  ureters  and  urethra  without  resistance  of  the  muscles  being  excited; 
I  can  imderstand  also  why  and  how  it  might  be  beneficial  in  some  hem- 
xnrhages,  dysentery,  scarlatina  and  other  fevers,  some  cases  of  erysip- 
elas, and  other  affections.  But  of  these  I  can  not  now  affirm  anything. 
Speaking  of  calculi,  in  some  cases  of  hsematuria,  especially  in  connec- 
tion with  pertussis,  I  have,  under  the  use  of  soothing  diuretics,  seen  the 
bl^od  soon  disappear  and,  then  in  twenty- four  hours,  two  or  three 
hundred  calculi  discharged  with  the  urine ;  the  calculi  varying  in  size 
frpm  that  of  a  large  grain  of  sand  to  that  of  a  small  pea.  But  in  these 
I  did  not  suspect  the  breaking  down  of  larger  calculi,  nor  do  I  yet 
believe  there  w^s  anything  of  the  kind. — Athnia  Medical  (ind  Swrg^ 
teal  Journal. 
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GsLSEMiNUM. — Dr.  J.  C.  Smith  (Trans,  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Med. 
Society,  1867)  calls  attention  to  the  use  of  gelseminum^in  epilepsy, 'and 
mentions  the  case  of  a  patient  afflicted  with  violent  convulsions,  chiefly 
at  night,  in  which  this  agent  was  employed  with  benefit.  The  patient 
had  mild  spasms  in  the  course  of  the  day,"^which  were  completely 
controlled  by  this  article,  and  [also,  while  under  its  influence,  he  was 
troubled  with  no  nocturnal  convulsions. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Smith  alludes  to  the  case  of  a  lady  troubled  with  spasms 
consequent  on  uterine  cancer,  where  the  modifying  influence  of  gelsem- 
inum  was  evidenced  in  a  high  degree. 

"  Dr.  J.  V.  Cobb,  of  Rome,  had  resorted  to  its  use  in  puerperal  con- 
vulsions and  haemorrhage  from  the  lungs.  The  dry  preparation  of 
TOd^i  he  preferred  to  any  tincture  known  to  the  profession.  He  had 
been  much  satisfied  with  the  effect  produced." 

Phytolacca  Decandra  in  Asthma. — Wilson  N.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  (Col' 
lege  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  1856)  writes : 

"  I  have  used  the  phy  tolacca  decandra  in  the  treatment  of  asthma  in 
Hs  various  grades,  with  such  uniform  success  as  to  induce  me  to  regard 
it  as  almost  a  specific  in  this  dreadful  malady."  His  mode  of  adminis- 
istration  was  to  give  it  three  times  a  day  for  several  days  and  then  to 
discontinue  its  use,  but  to  resume  it  again  on  the  first  appearance  of  a 
return  of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  modifying  the  dose  according  to 
the  susceptibility  of  the  patient. 

This  is  an  important  and  apparently  new  property  of  phy  tolacca,  and 
one  to  which  we]  have  noticed  no  allusion  save  by  Dr.  Hunt.  His 
experience  with  this  agent  did  not  until  recently  come  under  our  obser- 
Tation,  and  from  a  knowledge  of  the  great  diversity  of  the  therapeutical 
applications  of  this  plant,  we  deem  his  testimony  of  sufllicient  import  ta 
bring  it  anew  before  the  profession. 

Bromide  of  Potassium  as  Counteracting  the  Nausea  attending 
Etherization. — Dr.  Alex.  J.  Stone,  assistant  in  practice  to  Prof.  Ho- 
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ratio  R.  Storer,  of  Boston,  has  several  columns  in  the  Boston  Mfdical 
and  Surgical  Journal^  Feb.  28,  devoted  to  an  exposition  of  the  use  of 
this  drug  in  the  relief  of  the  nausea  and  other  disagreeable  effects  attend- 
ant upon  the  inhalation  of  ether.  He  instances  some  thirty  unselected 
cases  illustrative  of  its  efficacy.  It  is  hoped  experience  may  so  far 
establish  the  claims  of  this  important  and  apparently  new  property  of 
the  bromide  of  potassium  as  to  give  ether  the  preference  as  an  instru- 
ment of  anaesthesia  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  that  more  dangerous 
article  chloroform.  Dr.  S.  moreover  remarks :  "  In  Prof.  Storer's 
practice  I  have,  within  the  past  four  months,  been  obliged  to  prescribe 
it  for  various  symptoms  attending  uterine  disease,  such  as  insomnia, 
hysteria,  epilepsy,  and  other  forms  of  mental  and  nervous  derangements. 
More  than  a  hundred  and  fifly  times,  speaking  within  bounds,  and  with, 
the  single  exception  of  the  resulting  acnoid  eruption,  which  passes^ 
away  voluntarily  when  the  medicine  is  discontinued,  I  have  been  so 
fortunate  as  not  to  have  seen  any  ill  results.  In  case  it  is  to  be  given 
afler  the  use  of  ether,  I  would  recommend  the  exhibition  of  either  thirty 
or  forty  grains  every  thirty,  forty -five  or  sixty  minutes,  as  may  be 
found  desirable. 

"  I  am  inclined  to  think,  however,  from  the  results  of  a  somewhat  ex- 
tended  series  of  experiments  made  with  this  drug  by  Dr.  Storer  upon 
himself,  and  communicated  to  me,  that  there  is  little  or  no  risk  of  gas- 
tric, nervous,  or  other  irritation  from  its  use  even  in  doses  that  might 
seem  enormous,  provided  the  bromide  is  exhibited  in  at  least  twice  the 
amount  of  water  required  to  dissolve  it.'* 

Tansy  in  Epistaxis. — Dr.  O.  P.  Uhle  has  thoroughly  tested  Tanac* 
turn  vulgare  as  a  remedy  in  epistaxis :  it  has  never  failed  in  his  hands 
to  control  the  haemorrhage.  Sometimes  the  simple  aroma  of  the  plant 
proved  sufficient. — Med,  Record.     Nashville  Journ,  Med.  and  Surg, 

Effects  of  the  Local  Use  of  Mercury  with  Internal  Adminis- 
THATiON  OF  Iodide  of  Potassium. — In  the  Gazette  des  Hospitaux  we  find 
it  stated  that  inercurials  externally  applied  at  the  same  time  that  iodide 
of  potassium  is  given,  sometimes  cause  local  blistering,  &c.,  through  a 
reaction  taking  place  between  them.  A  case  is  narrated,  and  others  are 
referred  to,  in  which  the  insufflation  of  powdered  calomel  for  pustular 
conjunctivitis,  while  iodide  of  potassium  was  being  administered  inter- 
nally, gave  rise  to  sharp  attacks  of  conjunctivitis  ;  even  an  esjhar  of  the 
conjunctiva  may  be  caused. — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 
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CfiLO.  Mbrgurt  Iron,  Quinia  and  Strychnia  in  the  TRSAxyBirr  pv 
Carbuncle. — In  a  communication  to  the  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  headed  "  Carbuncle-^Its  Pathology  and  Treatmenty^  Dr.  J  M* 
Johnson  says : — 

"  After  the  development  of  carbuncle,  if  there  has  been  no  |>revi0U8 
treatment,  catharsis  should  be  produced,  if  the  bowels  ^re  ,8]iUggii&h» 
which  is  generally  the  case.     After  which : — 

^ — Mild  Chlo.  Mercury gr.  ?^. 

Sach.  Alba ^i**  ^• 

Make  powders x. 

One  to  be  given  three  times  daily. 

5 — ^Muriated  Tinct.  Iron 3  ii. 

Quinine 31. 

Mix  and  dissolve.     Then  add — 

Aqua,  pura |  ii. 

Mix.     One  teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  free  crucial  incision  should  be  made  .through, the 
thickened  skin,  and  the  gaping  \vound  will  make  it  apparent  yrhsna  you 
have  reached  the  bottom ;  then  place  lint  between  the  ,edg.e^  au^^^ 
strong  ley  poultice  over  it,  and  healthy  suppuration,  follow!^  J)y  heal- 
ing, will  take  place. 

For  the  purpQse  of  perfect  restoration  I  give  for  ten  or  fifteen  ^jd^^ 
the  following : 

]J — Strychnine gr.  ii. 

Quinine ., 5^i. 

Iron  by  Hydrogen 3  i. 

Mix  for  pills xxx. 

One,  three  times  daily.. 

I  hold  that  this  family  of  diseases  are  of  malarious  prigin,  or  o^yr,^ 
their  existence  to  like  causes. 

Light,  un  irritating,  but  nourishing  food,  should  be  given,  with  "^xasR 
and  cordials,  if  they  do  not  disagree  with  the  stomach  or  interfere  with 
the  comfort  of  the  patient. 

Prof.  Syme  objects  to  stimulants  in  this  complaint.  His  objection  is 
not  well  taken.  Sometimes  they  are  inadmissible ;  generally  they  are 
useful. 

Qdinins  in  thb  Prophylactic  Treatment  or  Ma^akio^s  !Fsy]m9* 
— Samuel  E.  Wills,  M.  D.,  Cecilton,  M.  D.,  in  a  letter  ad.dreasK^  tp 
editors  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Jfifiport^r,  Sept.  23,  18(|7,  remArks : 

♦*  In  reply  to  Dr.  W.  S.  King's  enqyiry  in  the  Reporter  4>f  lAth  ^nat, 
relative  to  th^  prophylactic  virtue?  of  tob^<}QO  in  malaripiji^  tmfft^^  I 
beg  leave  to  say — my  observations  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  as  a 


I 
praofcijioner  of  medicirie,  p^rt  of  tte  time  in  the  Chiok^hominy  region  of 
VjjTgiflia,  an<J  the  last  twenty  years  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  do 
not  corroborate  the  theory  that  tobacco  possesses  any  such  property. 
Habitu^  ehewers  and  smokers,  both  woijica  and  men,  have  been  as  fre- 
<l)i£ntly  numbered  among  my  intermittent  cases,  as  those  who  never 
1^  lobaoco.  The  most  reliable  prophylactic  I  have  met  with  is  quinine* 
It  may  be  necessary  to  associate  a  blue  pill  or  dose  of  calomel  with  it 
occasionally,  if  there  is  evidence  of  disorder  of  the  liver.  After  expo- 
sure to  a  hot  sun,  damp  night  air,  or  any  depressing  influence  during 
the  malarious  season,  say  from  the  1st  of  June  to  the  10th  of  October; 
if  a  person  so  exposed  will  immediately  on  reaching  shelter,  take  from 
four  to  six  grains  of  quinine,  and  on  the  following  day  the  same  amount, 
he  will  escape  the  fever  in  ninety- nine  cases  in  a  hundred :  the  hun- 
dredth case  may  be  attended  with  disorder  of  the  liver,  requiring  a 
subsequent  dose  of  blue  mass  or  calomel.  Or  if  a  patient  daily  ex- 
posed to  malarious  influences,  will  take  four  grains  of  quinine  daily,  and 
not  recklessly  expose  himself  to  bad  weather  or  over  work,  that  would 
make  a  man  sick  in  any  non-malarious  district,  I  believe  he  would 
escape  the  intermittent  fever.  To  the  above  course  do  I  attribute  my 
immunity  from  intermittent  fever,  and  where  those  most  liable  to  it  can 
be  prevailed  upon  to  adopt  the  above  course,  it  has  been  eminently 
successful  in  warding  ofl*  the  disease,  and  for  the  frequent  relapses  of 
intermittents  when  once  broken,  anticipating  the  attacks  by  twelve  to 
«xteen  gi^ins  of  quinine  given  on  the  sixth,  thirteenth  and  twentieth 
day  from  the  last  paroxysm,  will  effectually  put  an  end  to  the  disease," 

Htdrochloric  Acid  in  Dyspepsia. — M.  Malherde,  of  Nantes,  coijtt- 
mends  pure  hydrochloric  acid  in  all  cases  of  the  atonic  form.  It  acts 
as  a  stimulating  tonic,  assisting  to  dissolve  albuminous  substances,  reg- 
ulating the  secretion  of  gastric  juice,  remedying  constipation  by  an 
exciting  action  on  the  intestine,  and  giving  tone  to  the  general  economy. 
By  it,  the  dyspeptic  symptoms,  as  vomiting,  etc.,  in  tho  last  days  of 
wnsumptives  have  been  greatly  relieved. 

Formula  used  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  of  Nantes :  wine  of  quinquinia  100 
Thebaic  30,  pure  Hydrochlor.  acid  1  grms.  Mix.  Dose,  from  two  to 
^ee  teatspoonfuls  a  day. 

To  relieve  gastralgic  pain,  M.  Miquel  gives :  syrup  of  bitter  orange 
"  p^l,  morphine  and  ether  aa,  q.  s.     Mix.     If   the  pain  comes  princi- 

pally before  eating,  he  gives  ten  drops  of  laudanu^l  before,  and  one 
ffox.  of  pepsine  after  eating. — Med,  Record. — Nashville  Jour,  of  Me^L 
dfid  ^rgery. 
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Iodine  and  May  Apple  Root  in  "  Camp  Itch." — Dr.  Hunter,  in 
the  Lancet  and  Observer,  recommends  the  following  ointment  for  the 
cure  of  what  is  commonly  known  in  the  West  as  "  Prairie  Digs.*' 

"  Take  four  ounces  (fresh)  May  apple  root,  put  into  o^e  pint  of  water^ 
boil  down  to  two  ounces,  and  add  two  ounces  lard,  and  half  ounce  tinct. 
iodine,  scent  with  oil  bergamot  q.  s.  Wash  the  affected  parts  with 
castile  soap  and  water,  and  immediately  apply  the  ointment.  Two 
applications  will  suffice." — Leavenworth  Med,  Herald, 
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The  annexed  communication  we  insert  for  the  practical  sense  it  con- 
tains in  the  clear  explanation  by  a  disinterested  party  y  of  the  real  value  of 
low  priced  and  cheap  medicines,  and  to  this  we  have  added  an  ex- 
tract upon  the  same  subject  from  the  "  Supplement  to  the  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica,^^  Our  readers  will  pardon  us  for  alluding  to  this  sub- 
ject, but  existing  circumstances  render  it  proper  at  this  time  to 
do  so. 

"  I  have  had  my  attention  called  to  the  difference  in  th^  prices  of 
fluid  extracts  of  different  manufacturers,  and  have  been'  urged  .to  pur- 
chase those  that  are  offered  at  cheaper  rates  because  they  were  cheaper 
and  more  economical.  Some  of  the  manufacturers  assured  me  their 
articles  were  made  by  new  processes,  which  made  very  ^reat  im- 
provements in  the  quality,  <fec. 

"  I  was  induced  by  their  repeated  solicitations  to  investigate  the  subject 
and  make  a  trial,  and  so  conclusive  are  the  results  to  me  that  I  have 
decided  to  communicate  them  to  you,  and  you  can  publish  them  or  not^ 
as  you  please. 

"  1  tried  the  article  of  aconite,  offered  to  me  at  $1.25  and  found  it  was 
simply  a  tincture,  and  learned  that  the  druggist  got  twenty  per  cent* 
from  this  price,  and  from  information  derived  in  Cincinnatti  of  the 
cost  of  conducting  a  business,  and  the  usual  nett  results,  which  my 
informanii  says  are  very  much  over-estimated  when  all  the  contingencies 
of  a  business  are  considered,  (I  was  surprised  at  the  extent  of  them)^ 
such  as  labor,  fuel,  freight,  cartage,  insurance,  commissions,  discounts^ 
advertising,  interest,  office  and  incidental  expenses,  all  of  which 
aggregated,  make  up  a  large  per  centage  of  the  cost,  I  arrived  at  about 
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the  following  results,  allowing  sixteen  troy  ounces  of  crude  ma- 
terial for  each  pint,  expenses  of  bottles,  corks,  labels,  labor,  &c., 
enumerated  above,  alcohol  sufficient  to  properly  exhaust  and  keep  the 
article,  and  allowing  for  discount  to  the  wholesale  dealer  from  the  cat- 
alogue price,  that,  if  properly  made,  it  would  cost  the  manufacturer  from 
10  to  15  cents  more  than  he  got  for  it,  showing  an  actual  loss  to  the 
manufacturer. 

''  1  have  examined  other  articles  which  exhibited  a  greater  loss,  while 
others  gave  a  small  profit,  but  not  enough  to  balance  the  loss,  and  as  very 
few  men  in  these  modern  times  conduct  business  for  nothing,  I  am  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  some- important  circumstance  must  yield  to  the 
dollars  and  cents,  either  in  quantity  of  the  crude  material  at  the  expense 
of  their  medicinal  efficacy,  or  great  economy  in  alcohol,  which  if  absent^ 
makes  them  inert  and  liable  to  decomposition, 

"  I  have  been  drawn  to  this  subject  from  the  best  of  motives  to  the 
profession. 

"I  have  always  regarded  your  articles  as  oi  standard  quality ,  and  now 
fully  understand  the  difference  between  your  articles  and  of  those  who 
seek  to  introduce  their  articles  upon  the  reputation  you  have  earned, 
and  I  can  not  too  strongly  urge  upon  you  to  sustain  the  standard  of  all 
your  preparations.  The  Profession  appreciate  what  you  have  done  for 
it,  and  are  doing,  and  I  am  sure,  that  though  some  may  try  experiments, 
as  I  have  done,  with  others'  tinctures,  they  will  return  to  your  pre- 
parations." 

Extract  from  Preface  to  Supplement  to  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
— Perhaps  there  has  been  no  time  since  we  began  the  publication  of 
the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica  when  it  was  more  sought  for  or 
read  than  at  present.  The  inducements  which  exist  under  the  present 
state  of  affairs  for  the  debasement  of  medical  substances  generally  de- 
mand increased  care  on  the  part  of  dealers  in  medicines,  as  well  as  on 
the  part  of  the  Profession,  great  discrimination  against  deception  and 
fraud,  more  particularly  in  their  preparation  into  which  enter  material* 
of  high  cost,  and  which  are  frequently  offered  at  a  cost  less  than  the 
material  can  be  purchased  for. 

A  recent  article  in  the  Druggists^  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette,  and 
New  York  Medical  Journal,  bearing  particularly  upon  these  points, 
being  of  interest  to  the  Profession,  we  give  entire : 

"  It  is  curious  to  compare  the  prices  current  as  issued  by  the  various 
manufacturers  of  what,  in  contradistinction  to  Chemicals,  are  called 
Pharmaceuticals.  Take,  for  instance,  the  class  of  Fluid  Extracts,  one 
list  before  us  quotes  Fluid  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla  (Comp.)  at  §2.85^ 
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per  lb. ;  another  quotes  the  same  at  $1.25.  One  quotes  Fluid  Extract 
of  Buchu  at  $3.25,  another  the  same  at  $1.25,  and  so  on,  the  prices 
varying  from  twice  to  three  times  as  much  on  one  list  as  another. 
Now,  a  fluid  extract,  according  to  every  acknowledged  authority,  is 
made,  with  a  very  few  well-known  exceptions,  of  such  strength  that  for 
every  troy  ounce  of  the  drug  there  must  be  just  a  fluid  ounce  of  the 
Fluid  Extract.  This  is  the  strength  prescribed  by  the  U.  S.  Pharmaco- 
poeia, and  that  which  of  course  forms  the  basis  of  their  employment  in 
the  treatment  of  disease,  and  especially  in  making  the  other  prepara- 
tions of  the  same  drug.  Where  a  troy  ounce  of  a  drug  is  used  in 
making  a  pint  of  its  syrup,  a  fluid  ounce  of  its  fluid  extract  added  to 
fifteen  fluid  ounces  of  simple  syrup,  would  be  expected  to  furnish  a  pint 
of  syrup  of  corresponding  strength.  So  simple  and  easy  is  this  method 
of  preparing  the  weaker  liquid  preparations  used  in  medicine,  that  it  is 
now  very  much  resorted  to  by  Pharmaceutists  and  Physicians,  and  is 
recognized  in  several  instances  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  What,  then,  is 
the  reason  that  Fluid  Extracts  differ  so  greatly  in  price  from  different 
makers  1  Is  it  because  some  possess  facilities  for  making  them  so  much 
cheaper  than  others,  or  must  we  look  for  other  causes  *?  This,  we  think, 
can  be  answered  conclusively  thus : — Throwing  out  of  view  the  exact 
processes  laid  down  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  to  which  some  manufacturers 
<5onscientiously  adhere,  there  are  only  two  considerations  which  can 
materially  affect  the  economy  of  extraction  of  drugs — these  are  th© 
^mpleteness  of  the  means  of  pressure  and  of  the  recovery  of  the  excess 
of  alcohol  employed.  At  the  present  enormous  cost  of  alcohol  it  is 
essential  that  not  a  drop  should  be  wasted  to  secure  an  economical  result ; 
hence  most  -skillful  percolation  must  be  resorted  to,  connected  with 
pressure  for  securing  every  drop  of  the  percolate,  and  then  well  adjusted 
i^paratus  for  distillation  must  be  used  in  concentrating  the  liquid. 
These  requirements  are  met,  perhaps,  by  all  the  leading  manufacturers, 
and  yet  this  great  disparity  in  prices.  The  true  reason  is,  undoubtedly, 
that  some  i&w  manufacturers  make  these  preparations  of  full  strength, 
while  the  majority  wholly  ignore  the  standards  of  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  sell  preparations  of  just  such  strengtli  as  suits  themselves.  We 
will  not  ask  whether  this  is  justifiable  on  the  professional  ethics,  but  we 
put  it  to  the  reader  whether  it  is  dealing  justly  toward  that  very  large 
class  of  purchasers  who  are  led  by  names,  with  very  little  knowledge 
as  to  the  real  merits  of  a  preparation.  If  a  fluid  extract  may  represent 
one-fourth  the  weight  of  a  drug,  or  may  be  equal  to  its  own  weight, 
ai»ording  to  the  whim  of  the  maker,  what  value  can  it  have  in  any 
national  scheme  of  medicine  1     As  to  the  interest  of  the  purchaser,  it 
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evidently  lies  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases,  in  getting  the  best.  If  a  man 
will  ignore  the  standards  of  good  practice  in  his  manipulations,  what 
confidence  can  one  have  in  his  fairness  in  business  transactions  ?  On 
the  other  hand,  inflexible  honesty  in  manufacturing  indicates  a  similar 
principle  in  dealing.  We  should  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  over 
these  obvious  points,  but  for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  an 
invariable  rule  which  may  be  applied  to  thfese  price  currents.  When  a 
riuid  Extract  is  offered  at  a  given  price,  let  the  buyer  count  up  the  cost 
of  the  drug,  remembering  that  a  pint  will  take  sixteen  troy  ouncies 
(equal  to  a  coDn^nercial  pound  and  two  ounces),  with  the  menstruum, 
almost  always  ah  oholic,  and  which  by  every  process  is  liable  to  some 
"waste,  and  the  sum  of  these  items  will  be  the  minimum  cost  of  the 
preparations.  To  get  at  the  fair  selling  price,  a  margin  must  be  added 
for  fuel  and  labor,  and  a  profit  of  not  less  than  twenty  per  cent,  to  the 
mazittfacturer.  If  the  price  quoted  falls  much  below  this,  depend  upon 
it,  there  is  a  deficiency  somewhere,  and  the  apparent  cheapness  does  nut 
imply  economy  to  the  purchaser." 

The  results  of  competition  in  the  manufacture  of  medicines  frequently 
leads  on  to  a  kind  of  rivalry  which  can  only  be  sustained  by  low  prices 
and  adulteration.  Pure  remedies  can  not  be  sold  for  the  same  as  im. 
pmre  ones.  Those  who  offer  medicines  at  reduced  prices  make  their 
profits  by  adding  often  worthless  articles,  or  articles  that  chemically 
change  the  action  and  power  of  remedies  to  such  an  extent  that  disap- 
pointment must  necessarily  follow  their  exhibition.  The  character  of 
the  manufacturer  must  secure  character  for  his  preparations.  The- 
Profession  should  obtain  a  better  and  more  critical  knowledge  of  the 
various  manufacturers,  that  due  weight  may  be  given  to  the  names  a^a^ 
dated  with  the  preparations  they  use,  and  should  then  be  more  careful  Uy 
observe  that  the  authenticated  label  of  the  manufacturer  is  affixed.  The 
dishonest  manufacturer,  no  less  than  the  itinerant  doctor,  tlie  quack  or 
charlatan,  is  an  imposter.  Both  by  a  system  of  false  assurances,  often 
obtain  possession  of  the  business  which  legitimately  and  humanely 
belongs  to  the  man  of  science  and  honest  purposes. 

The  price  of  medicines  should  be  a  minor  consideration  with  the  phy- 
sician. His  dominant  object  should  be  to  obtain  pure  drugs,  and  such 
can  not  be  obtained  at  the  low  prices  quoted  by  some  manufacturers,  as- 
the  crude  articles  themselves  actually  often  cost  more  than  the  prepara- 
tions after  they  have  passed  through  the  expensive  manipulations  and 
processes  of  the  laboratory.  Yet  it  is  not  unfrequently  the  case  that 
physicians  are  startled  at  the  apparent  difference  in  the  price,  and  are 
influenced  too  much  in  their  decision  in  favor  of  the  cheap  articles,  for- 
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getting  that  they  may  not  only  be  entirely  worthless,  .but  that  the 
effects  of  the  uncertainty  and  bad  quality  of  these  substances  are 
transmitted  directly  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  in  failing  to  fulfill 
the  indications  of  their  use  they  not  only  bring  distrust  and  discredit 
upon  both  the  science  and  art  of  medicine,  but  also  tend  directly  to 
foster  and  uphold  the  quackeries  and  nostrums  of  the  day  in  many 
ways,  forgetting  that  perhaps  one-fourth  the  quantity  of  the  best  prep- 
aration would  answer  their  purpose  at  a  less  actual  cost,  and  at  the  same 
time  would  promote  their  reputation  for  success  and  skill. 

On  the  purity  of  medicines  are  pending  numerous  and  important 
issues,  such  as  affect  the  success  and  reputation  of^  the  physician,  the 
interests  of  his  patients,  the  mitigation  and  cure  of  disease,  the  hope 
and  expectation  of  anxious  friends,  and  even  in  many  instances  life 
Itself.  Every  medicinal  agent  used  for  the  mitigation  or  cure  of  disease 
should  be  given  free  from  any  adulteration.  This  subject  presents  a 
-common  interest  for  the  contemplation  of  the  profession.  Much  of  a 
physician's  success  in  obtaining  and  retaining  a  practice  must,  necessarily, 
depend  upon  the  purity  of  the  agents  he  employs.  If  they  are  spurious, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  action  and  power  are  deficient,  the  practi- 
tioner must  be  disappointed  in  the  treatment  of  maladies,  and  the  result 
will  almost  invariably  be  that  the  patients  and  friends  will  be  disap- 
pointed in  the  medical  attendant,  and  he  will  be  discharged  and  another 
ealled  to  administer  in  his  stead. 

The  effects  of  impure  drugs  are  not  limited  to  the  physician  and  his 
confiding  patrons,  or  even  his  patients'  friends.  Communities  have  an 
interest  at  stake,  and  the  circumstances  may  be  such  that  the  doctor 
may  have  a  public  verdict  against  him,  and  his  reputation,  however 
-good,  however  meritorious  and  hard-earned,  destroyed  simply  by  the 
exhibition  of  adulterated  medicines. 

There  are  other  issues  pending,  such  as  protracted  disease  and  in- 
-creased  sufferings,  and  the  loss  of  life  plainly  to  be  attributed  to  this  , 
sole  cause.     The  laws  of  our  land  are  framed  for  the  punishment  of 
fraud  and  its  suppression,  but  no  law  has  yet  been  passed  adequate  to 
suppress  this  alarming  and  increasing  one,  the  adulteration  of  medicines. 

A  counterfeit  currency  has  laws  for  its  prohibition,  and  punishment 
of  the  offending  parties,  but  this  is  not  the  case  with  spurious  or  ficti- 
tious drugs.  And  yet  the  man,  who  stands  convicted  for  making  and 
passing  counterfeit  money,  has  not  committed  a  crime  that  should  be 
mentioned  in  relation  to  its  guilt  and  moral  turpitude,  when  contrasted 
with  that  of  manufacturing  and  vending  impure  medicines.  The  former 
lias  aimed  only  to  defraud  in  money — the  latter  not  only  takes  your 
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money  but  protracts  the  sufferings  of  disease  that  finally  end  in  prema- 
ture dissolution. 

As  health  constitutes  the  crowning  blessing  of  life,  without  which 
wealth,  applause,  and  fame  sink  into  absolute  insignificance ;  so  that 
system  of  deception  that  aims  directly  or  indirectly  at  the  destruction 
of  the  citadel  of  health  may  in  all  truth  be  said  to  constitute  the  "  ne 
plus  ultra  "  of  fraudulent  transactions,  and  to  merit  a  general  rebuke. 
This  is  a  matter  that  comes  home  to  us  all.  There  is  no  one  of  us  who 
can  claim  exemption  from  the  evils  growing  out  of  the  deterioration 
4md  debasement  of  medicinal  substances.  t.  <&  co. 


AMERICAN    MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION. 


The  Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  in  Washington,  on  Tuesday,  May  5th,  1868,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M. 
The  following  Committees  are  expected  to  report : 
On  Ophthalmolgy,  Dr.  Jos.  S.  Hildreth,  Illinois,  Chairman. 
On  Cultivation  of  the  Cinchona  Tree,  Dr.  J.  M.  Toner,  D.  C,  Chair- 
man. 
On  Surgical   Diseases  of  Women,   Dr,   Theophilus   Parvin,  Ind., 

Chairman. 
On  Hank  of  Medical  Men  in  the  Navy,  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  111.,  Chair- 
man. 
On  Insanity,  Dr.  C.  A.  Lee,  N.  Y.,  Chairman. 
On  American  Medical  Necrology,  Dr.  C.  C.  Cox,  Md.,  Chairman. 
On  Leakage  of  Gas-Pipes,  Dr.  J.  C.  Draper,  N.  Y.,  Chairman. 

On  Medical  Ethics, Chairman. 

On  Plan  of  Organization,  Dr.  C.  C.  Cox,  Md.,  Chairman. 
On  Provision  for  the  Insane,  Dr.  C.  A.  Lee,  N.  Y.,  Chairman. 
On  the  Climatology  and  Epidemics  of  Maine,  Dr.  J.  C.  Weston. 
Of  New  Hampshire,  Dr.  P.  A.  Stackpole ;  Vermont,  Dr.  Henry 
Janes ;  Massachusetts,  Dr.  Alfred  C.  Garratt ;  Rhode  Island,  Dr. 
C.  W.  Parsons ;    Connecticut,  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt ;  New  York,  Dr. 
W.  F.  Thoms ;  New  Jersey,  Dr.  Ezra  M.  Hunt ;  Pennsylvania, 
Dr.  D.  F.  Condie ;    Maryland,  Dr.  O.  S.  Mahon ;  Georgia,  Dr. 
Juriah  Harriss ;  Missouri,  Dr.  Geo.  Engelman ;  Alabama,  Dr.  R. 
MUler ;  Texas,  Dr.  T.  J.  Heard ;  Illinois,  Dr.  R.  C.  Hamill ;  In- 
diana, Dr.  J.  F.  Hibberd ;  District  of  Columbia,  Dr.  T.  Antisell ; 
Iowa,  Dr.  J.  W.  H.  Baker ;   Michigan,  Dr.  Abm.  Sager ;  Ohio, 
Dr.  J,  W.  Russell ;  California,  Dr.  F.  W.  Hatch ;  Tennessee,  Dr. 
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Joseph  Jones ;   West  Virginia,  Dr.  E.  Ai  Hildreth ;  MinnedOOB^ 

Dr.  Samuel  Willey. 
On  Clinical  Thermometry  in  Diphtheria,  Dr.  Jos.  G.  Richardson, 

N.  Y.,  Chairman. 
On  the  Treatment  of  Disease  by  Atomized  Substances,  Dr.  A.  O- 

Field,  Iowa,  Chairman. 
On  the  Ligation  of  Arteries,  Dr.  Benj.  Howard,  N.  Y.,  ChairfliatS.., 
On  the  Treatment  of  Club-Foot  without  Tenotomy,  Dr.  L.  A.  Saiyite, 

N.  Y.,  Chairman. 
On  the  Radical  Cure  of  Heroia,  Dr.  G.  ,C.  Blackirian,  Ohio,  Chtii^- 

man. 
On  Operations  for  Hare-Lip,  Dr.  Hammer,  Mo.,  Chairman. 
On  Errors  of  Diagnosis  in  Abdominal  Tumors,  Dr.  G.  C.  E.  Weber,. 

Ohio,  Chairman. 
On  Pri2e  Essays,  Dr.  Chas.  Woodward,  Ohio,  Chairman. 
On  Medical  Education,  Dr.  A.  B.  Palmer,  Michigan,  Chairmaiu 
On  Medical  Literature,  Dr.  Geo.  Mendenhall,  Ohio,  Chairman. 
Secretaries  of  all  medical  organizations  are  requested  to  forward  lists- 
of  their  Delegates  as  soon  as  elected,  to  the  Permanent  Se<»retary. 
W.  B.  Atkinson,  Permanent  Secretary^ 

S.  W,  Cor,  Broad  and  Pine  Streetk^  Philadelphia^ 


A  New  Property  of  the  Bromide  of  Potassium. — By  Aletander 
J.  Stone,  M,  D,,  Assistant  in  Practice  to  Prof.  Horatio  R  Stbrer. 

This  article  appeared  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJoumaly 
Feb.  27,  and  is  now  published  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet  containing  34 
pages,  devoted  to  an  exposition  of  the  Power  of  Bromide  of  Potassium 
in  Checking  the  Reflex  Nausea  induced  by  Etherization,  Dr.  S.  instan- 
ces some  thirty  unselected  cases,  where,  in  his  practice,  this  new  prop- 
erty of  the  bromide  was  exhibited  so  as  to  completely  arrest  the  disagree- 
able sequelae  attendant  upon  the  inhalation  of  ether,  and  claims  to  have 
so  thoroughly  tested  the  reality  of  this  new  property  as  to  place  unquali- 
fied confidence  in  its  efficacy.  He  administers  the  drug  in  thirty  or  forty 
grain  doses  every  thirty,  forty-five,  or  sixty  minutes,  as  may  be  found 
advisable. 

Further  notice  of  the  article  may  be  found  under  "  Summary." 


C<>»ncespiond€int6  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  Names,  Town^ 
county  and  Sua&i  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
tbestr  ar4»  omitted; 
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ZINGIBER  OFFICINALE. 

{Ginger,) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,   U.  D. 


Natural  Okdeb,  Zingiberacece,  Lindl. 

LlKN.  Syst.,  Monandria^  Monogynia. 

Generic^  Character. — Calyx ;  periantli  superior,  of  one  lea;^ 
tubular,  sheathing,  membranous,  splitting  at  one  side.  Corolla; 
one  petal,  tube  twice  the  length  of  the  calyx,  a  little  swelling 
upwards,  outer  border  ringent,  the  upper  lip  undivided ;  lower  in 
two  deep,  equal  deflexed  segments ;  inner  border  a  large  spreading 
three-lobed  lip,  of  which  the  middle  segment  is  the  largest,  all  of 
them  more  or  less  wavy  and  crenate.  Stamina;  filaments  one, 
erect,  oblong,  extended  beyond  the  anther  in  an  awl-shaped  in- 
curved beak,  involute  at  the  edges,  embracing  the  style ;  anther 
attached  by  its  beak,  below  the  beak  of  the  filament,  oblong,  of 
two  close,  parallel,  linear,  lobes,  meeting  round  the  style,  bursting 
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in  front  Pistil ;  germen  inferior,  roundish,  small,  crowned  with  a 
pair  of  glands ;  style  thread-shaped,  embraced  by  the  filament,  and 
scarcely  extending  beyond  its  beak ;  stigma  small,  concave,  fnngoA^ 
projecting  a  h'ttle  beyond  the  point  of  the  beak.  Pericarp,  oval, 
three-celled.  The  only  essential  characters  of  this  genus  are; 
antliers  2-lobed ;  filament,  elongated  beyond  the  anther,  with  an 
awl-shaped,  channeled  beak,  embi-acing  the  style ;  outer  border  of 
the  corolla  ringent,  inner,  3-lobed  lip. 

Specific  Character.— Bracts  ovate,  acute,  segments  of  the 
outer  border  of  the  corolla  linear,  revolute,  middle  lobe  of  the  lip 
entire ;  root  perennial ;  stem  2  or  3  feet  in  height,  annual. 

Eemarks.— This  genus,  according  to  Green,  an  English  botanist, 
has  six  species,  some  of  which  are  natives  of  the  Bast  and  West 
Indies,  some  of  Hindostan,  Ac. 

Habitat.— The  Z.  Officinale  is  cultivated  in  the  East  fi«d  West 
Indies,  Africa,  and  South  America  Its  native  soil  is  somewhat 
doubtful,  probably  China  and  India 

History. — ^Dioscorides  appears  to  have  given  a  very  correct 
axicount  of  this  plant,  as  far  as  its  Medicinal  properties  are  concerned. 
As  quoted  by  Dr,  Stills,  vi,  p.  618 :  "He  states  that  it  is  a  peculiar 
Arabian  plant,  that  the  roots  taste  like  peppery  and  are  sold  in  pots 
as  a  preserve.  He  adds  that  it  is  good  to  eat  and  to  use  as  a  con- 
diment; that  it  is  warm  and  quickens  digestion,  is  stomaclric  and 
slightly  laxative;  that  it  removes  everything  that  obscures  the 
sight;  and,  finally  that  it  resembles  pepper  in  its  actioa"  In 
relation  to  its  effects  as  improving  vision,  undercertain  circranstan- 
ces,  the  views  of  Dioscorides  are  not  without  foundation,  as  will 
be  shown  in  the  subsequent  part  ol  this  paper.  Paulus  JEginetE^ 
as  quoted  by  S.,  mentions  ginger-root  as  powerfully  heating. 
Mesne,  the  younger,  says  that  when  preserved  it  improves  the 
digestion,  expels  flatus,  and  hastens  the  assimilation  of  the  food 
Dr.  Stills  observes :  "  According  to  the  Arabian  writers,  it  is  also 
aphrodisiac,  assists  the  digestion  of  melons  and  similar  fi'uits, 
renders  -the  action  of  purgative  ..medicines  milder,  and  a  warm, 
infiision  of  it  prevents  the  effects  of  exposure  to  cold.  The  native 
doctors  of  India  regard  it  as  a  valnp.ble  carminative  and  stimulant ; 
they  also  recommend  it  as  an  Qxtemal  application,  mixed  with 
arrack,  in  paralytic  and  rhemnatio  affections,  and  employ  it  as  aa 
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ingredient  of  the  deooctions  used  for  arrestiiig  the  progress  of 
intermittent  fever.  Piso  gives  a  very  correct  although  brief  account 
of  the  virtues  of  ginger,  saying  that  it  is  a  most  excellent  remedy 
for  oolicy  pains,  for  protracted  diarrhoea  arising  fix)m  cold,  for  flat- 
ulence, and  for  intestinal  tormina ;  but  he  adds  that  constant  care 
fihould  be  taken  by  persons  of  an  ardent  temperament  to  use  it 
eparingly,  whether  in  sickness  or  in  health,  because  it  inflames 
the  blood"* 

Properties. — Stimulant,  carminative,  errhine,  rubefacient,  and 
sialogogue. 

Action. — In  relation  to  its  action.  Waring  remarks:  "If  the 
powdered  root  be  snuffed  up  the  nostrils,  it  causes  sneezing  and 
violent  irritation ;  if  chewed,  it  increases  the  flow  of  saliva.  When 
taken  into  the  stomach,  it  causes  a  sensation  of  warmtii,  and  ex- 
cites a  general  stimulating  action  in  the  system.  It  is  said  to  act  aa 
a  stimulant  of  the  genital  organs,  and  of  tiie  cerebral  functions  in 
particular.  Active  principles,  an  ^rid,  volatile  oil,  and  a  soft^ 
acrid  reein.  It  is  a  useful  adjunct  to  strong  purgatives,  tiiie  violence 
of  which  it  moderates.  The  tincture  is  a  good  form  for  internal 
use.  Externally  it  is  employed  as  a  stimulant  and  rube&cient| 
the  powdered  dry  root  being  made  into  a  plaster  with  hot  water." 
The  best  preparation  is  the  fluid  extract  The  strength  of  tiie  fluid 
extract  is  more  uniform  than  tiie  tincture,  and  in  some  respecta, 
more  reliable  for  internal  or  external  employment 

Therapeutic  Uses. — Flatulent  Colic — ^Dr.  Stills  says  as  a  car- 
minative and  anodyne  in  flatulent  colic,  no  remedy  is  superior  to  a 
hot  infusion  of  ginger,  and  tiiis  preparation,  or  tiie  tincture,  is  an 
excellent  medicine  during  tiie  hot  season,  when  tiiere  is  a  strong 
tendency  to  diarrhoea.  Dr.  King  speaks  of  this  drug  as  acting  as 
a  stimulating  tonic,  stomachic  and  carminative,  increasing  the 
secretion  of  gastric  juice,  exalting  tiie  excitability  of  tiie  alimentary 
muscular  system,  and  dispelling  gases  accumulated  in  the  stomach 
and  bowela  Fiso  speaks  of  ginger  as  a  most  excellent  remedy 
for  colicky  pains,  for  protracted  diarrhoea  arising  fix)m  cold,  fi» 
flatulence,  and  for  intestinal  tormina  Dr.  Waring  observes:  "In 
flatulence,  coHc,  spasmodic  affections,  and  in  gout  in  tiie  stomachi 
particularly  when  tiiese  occur  in  old  or  debilitated  subjects,  the 

■I  ■  i  I     p       '•  I  ■■    I  II  ifci-  ■  I-  iMr— ii^»^ 
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tincttne  or  an  aqueous  infiisloiL  of  gihget,  wil9i  the  dddM(M 
tof  a  small  portion  of  brandy  or  wine,  may  often  be  administered 
yfi&i  evident  benefit  A  ginger  plaster  placed  Over  the  epi- 
gatoum,  often  relieves  the  pain  in  a  remarkable  maniier." 

Short  SiGHTEDNEsa — ^Dioscorides,  as  previously  alluded  to, 
ihentions  that  it  removes  everything  that  obscures  the  sight  Se 
observed  its  effect  upon  vision,  and  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that 
such  observations  as  he  made,  were  confined  to  that  class  of  patients 
afflicted  with  short  sightedness.  In  relation  to  the  efficacy  of  this 
agent  in  this  affection,  I  will  mention  the  account  given  by  Dr. 
"Waring,  in  his  very  able  work  of  Practical  Therapeutics,  p.  672 : 
'*  Dr.  Tumbull*  having  observed  that  in  short  sighted  persons  the 
iris  was  generally  much  dilated  when  looking  at  distant  objects, 
considered  that  this  might  be  remedied  by  agents  which  would  cause 
contraction  of  the  iris,  thus  increasing  the  length  of  vision,  by 
permitting  the  rays  of  light  to  enter  in  a  straight  line.  For  this 
purpose  he  employed  a  concentrated  tincture  of  ginger  (one  part  of 
ginger  and  two  of  proof  spirit),  which  was  rubbed  over  the  whole 
forehead,  with  a  view  of  acting  on  *the  branches  of  the  fifth  pair  of 
nervea 

"  The  success  of  this  application,"  Dr.  Tumbull  observes,  "  was 
remarkable.  In  many  cases  it  had  the  effect  of  doubling  the 
length  of  vision."  In  some  persons  in  whom  the  iris  was  not 
much  dUated,  but  very  torpid,  he  applied  a  tincture  of  pepper  of 
the  same  strength  as  the  tincture  of  ginger.  "  This  treatment,"  he 
adds,  "  has  been  attended  with  the  most  signal  success ;  and  persons 
who  were  extremely  short  sighted,  have  very  soon  become  enabled 
to  lay  aside  permanently  their  concave  glassea"  He  strongly 
advises  the  adoption  of  the  treatment,  says  Waring.  This  state- 
ment of  Dr.  Tumbull  is  most  trustworthy,  and  should  be  regarded 
as  such  by  the  Profession. 

Cholera  Infantum. — ^Alteratives,  astringents,  tonics,  opium, 
and  stimulants,  &c.,  have  been  advised  under  certain  circumstances 
in  the  treatment  of  cholera  infantum.  Dr.  Stills  observes  that  a 
hot  infusion  of  ginger,  or  the  tincture,  is  an  excellent  remedy  during 
the  hot  summer  season,  when  there  is  a  strong  tendency  to  diar- 
rhoea^ -  Dr.  King  sajrs  that  few  articles  are  more  valuable  in 
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tiMtm  nmXm  md  cfaolora  iolaatum  l^ian  ginger.    Mild  caam  of 

tfaia4^«6tiQn  mU  readUj  re^xmd  to  the  exn^q^eat  a£  this  iQ«dt 

^^n&    C^  moi«  obatinft^  liriU  i^qoiie  mote  poweiM  temedies, 

^od  they  may  be  asaooisted  wriih  this  agent    A  ayrup  of  gingot 

^p!^  a  drop  or  two  of  laudanum  in  each  dose,  will  often  be  &iaid 

fagsneficial  in  this  malady.    An  excellent  prescription  £>r  this  a£* 

JM^n,  is  a  syrup  of  hamamelis  virginica,  with  that  of  ginger.    Ji 

mnch  pain,  resfle^eaa  or  irritation  be  present,  a  few  diops  of  ^ 

%oid.  extract  of  hjoscyamus,  or  the  tincture  of  opium,  given  with 

figueh  dose  of  the  syrup  will  be  found  beneficial 

C!^BONIO  BHEUMATT3.M- — ^Dr.  Waring  remarks  that  the  in&i4<^ 

of  ^g;cr  (gr.  120-gr.  240  add  aq.  ferv.  fl.  oz.  vi.),  comi]^onl|r 

fialJed  "  Ginger  Tea,"  is  a  popular  domestic  remedy.     Dr.  Grav^* 

9tftte3  that  he  haB  certainly  seen  benefit  from  its  use.    With  auoh 

testimony  in  favor  of  the  use  of  ginger  in  chronic  rheumatism,  we 

m&y  prescribe  it  with  confidence  as  an  adjuvant,  in  combinatioii 

wi^  other  remedies.     It  is  valuable  as  an  article  to  disguise  othe;^ 

^pmgs,  concealing  their  nausea,  or  preventing  their  tendency  to 
^iise  tormina. 

DiARRHOSA.  —  There  are  many  forms  of  this  malady,  and  tlm 
^uses  of  this  affection  are  very  various.  It  is  not  infrequently 
associated  with  other  diseases ;  the  complications  attendiog  it  ari^ 
gjpmetimes  of  a  very  serious  character.  Sometimes  diarrhoea  ma^j 
9l^ur  as  an  effect  of  the  accumulation  of  urea  in  the  blood ;  as  a 
Sl^uence  of  a  vitiated  quantity  of  bUe,  as  the  result  of  ulceratioA 
in  some  portion  of  the  intestinal  canal,  or  from  indigestion,  &c.,  &c; 
When  indigestion  is  the  cause,  ginger  in  combination  with  tonic^, 
subcarbonate  or  subnitrate  of  bismuth  will  be  found  an  excell^lj 
remedy.  If  pain  and  irritation  accompany  the  disease,  a  syrup  of 
ginger,  with  moderate  doses  of  the  camphorated  tincture  of  opium, 
will  be  found  a  good  remedy.  This  combination  will  be  of  service 
in  the  treatment  of  most  forms  of  this  malady.  An  infusion  of 
giQger  and  matico,  for  ordinary  bowel  affections,  will  be  found 
quite  an  efficient  remedy.  Dentition  is  a  frequent  form  of  diar- 
rhoea, in  such  cases  a  syrup  of  ginger  and  catechu,  with  hyoscya- 
mus,  or  small  doses  of  morphine  to  allay  the  irritation,  wUl  usually 
moderate  the  dispharges,  and  quiet  the  patient.     Quintae  or  the 

■.■,,.,■  ,1  —       -■  -     ■  ■- — ^— ^■^-^— ^-^ 
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tmatuie  of  the  chloride  of  iron,  in  appropriate  doees  may  be  alter* 
nated  with  the  foregoing  prescription  when  tonics  are  indicated. 

Headache. — ^Dr.  Pereira  states,  as  quoted  by  Waring,  that  he 
has  often  known  a  ginger  plaster,  applied  to  the  forehead,  afford 
much  relief  Toothache  is  sometimes  relieved  by  the  same  apj^- 
cation  to  the  &ce,  says  W.,  and  also  by  chewing  a  piece  at  th6 
same  time,  so  as  to  act  on  the  salivary  glanda  The  fluid  extract  is, 
by  fer,  the  most  eligible  form  to  use  for  such  purposes. 

Belaxation  op  the  Uvula  and  Tonsils,  Paralysis  op 
TOE  Fauces,  efc. — ^These  states,  says  Waring,  are  often  much 
improved  by  the  local  stimulus  of  ginger,  chewed,  so  as  to  produce 
a  copious  flow  of  saliva.  Dr.  Stilld  remarks  that  the  syrup  of 
ginger  fonna  an  excellent  means  of  axiministering  magnesia  and 
alkaline  preparations.  In  many  cases  of  nausea  and  vomiting  fi>r 
which  gastric  stimulante  are  appropriate,  artificial  carbonated  water 
flavored  with  ginger  syrup,  proves  useful  in  settiing  tiie  stomabh. 
(S.)  The  same  author  remarks  in  closing  his  observations  on  the 
use  of  this  agent:  ^' As  a  rube^ient,  ginger  is  a  most  useful 
application.  It  is  one  of  the  ingredients  of  the  aromatic  powder 
80  fiequenfly  used  with  hot  brandy  as  an  anodyne. application  to 
the  abdomen  in  case  of  colia  Alone,  or  vdth  other  substances  oi 
tilie  same  class,  it  is  also  applied  to  the  fiice  for  the  relief  of  tooth- 
ache, to  the  temples  or  forehead  in  headache,  &a  Its  infusion  is 
often  resorted  to  as  a  gargle  to  correct  relaxation  of  the  uvula ;  and 
ihe  rhizome  may  be  used  as  a  mascatory  to  stimulate  the  tongue 
and  adjacent  parts  when  they  are  affected  with  paralysis.  This  use 
of  ginger,  or  that  of  the  gargle,  is  often  servicable  in  cases  of 
i^)hronia  proceeding  &om  relaxation  of  the  vocal  apparatas.** 

PKEPARATION& 

Fluid  Bxtraot  -  Dose^  i  to  1^  drams. 

TDfOTURB  OF  OIKQB& 

Fluid  Fxtract 4  ovmces. 

Diluted  Alcohol    -         -         -        -  12  ounoea 

Does — ^Two  to  four  drama 
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INFUSION  OF  GINGER 

Fluid  Extract 1  ounce. 

Water 1  pint 

DosB— One  to  two  ounces. 

SYRUP  OF  GINGEB. 

Fluid  Extract 2  ounoea. 

Syrup 1  pirn 

DO0B — One  to  two  dram& 
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ON    THE    THERAPEXJTIC    VALUE    OF    SOD-ffl 

HYPOSULPHIS. 


BY   W.    A.   GROVE  M.    D.,   MAQDOW,   ILL. 


Afl  the  above  therapeutic  agent  is  of  but  recent  origin^  perhaps 
it  is  not  universaUy  known  that,  by  virtue  of  its  powerfully  de- 
structive influence  on  the  lower  orders  of  animal  life,  it  can  be 
relied  upon  as  a  speedy  and  effectual  remedy  in  most  all  paraatic 
affections  of  the  skin.  I  have  used  it  in  various  cutaneous  diseases 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years  with  uniform  and  unvsuying  succesa 
In  scabies,  I  almost  regard  it  an  unfailing  remedy,  certainly  it  is  as 
efficacious  as  sulphur,  with  the  advantage  in  its  favor  of  being  a 
»  much  more  elegant  preparation*  So  strong  is  my  faitli  in  its  power 
over  this  disease  that  I  seldom,  if  ever,  think  of  prescribing  any- 
thing else,  and  have  known  it  to  cure  tlie  very  worst  cases  in  five 
day&  indeed,  in  my  hands  I  liave  never  known  a  cure  prolonged 
beyond  a  week.     I  will  cite  as  an  instance  tlie  following  case : — 

W.  U.  R,  aBt  three  years,  has  had  a  cutaneous  eruption  for  eight 
months.  Was  first  seen  July  16th,  1867 ;  very  large  ill-looking 
ulcers  with  crusts  of  dry  pus  over  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
back  and  1^;  the  spaces  between  the  fingers  and  along  the  lines 
of  flexion   covered   with  numerous   pustules   and   scabs ;  intense 
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itching;  somewhat  emmskt/e^;  bQ(F»^^  i^golar;  appetite  poor; 
tongue  slightly  fiirred.  M j  diagnosis  waa  scabies  complicated  with 
impetigo,  and  prescribed  the  following 

51.    SodsB  Hyposulphis        -  5^- 

Aqua  Bos83      -        ,        -        £        -         5»toL 

Misce  et  fiat  soL      Sig :  ^aah  pj^  ^ected  thoroughly  twice 
daily. 

I  ordered  to  be  taken  internally   citrate  pf  iijoQ  in.catawba 
wina    Saw  the  case  again  July  -22,  the  entire  cut^jo^c^  sur&ce 
fi^  fix^m  any  eruption.    The  seat  of  former  eruptions  spmewlyj* 
scarlet,  but  no  itching  or  discharga     There  has  been  no  return  of 
the  difficulty  sirica     There  are  a  great  many  other  skin  diseases 
in  which  I  found  it  equally  as  efl&cient     In  diphtheria,  I  regard  it 
as  one  of  the  best  topical  applications  that  can  be  used    I  have 
also  used  it  in  mercurial  salivation,  and  would  prefer  it  to  potass, 
chloras  in  that  difficulty.    In  the  sore  throat  of  acarljatlna,  I  h^ve 
used  the  hyposulphite  of  soda  with  the  happiest  results.     I  once 
knew  a  practitioner  to  use  it  on  a  patient  witii  a  copper-colored 
eruption  and  sore  throat,  which  to  my  mind,  was  very  clearly  oi 
syphilitic  origin.     Its  exhibition  in  this  case  was  thought  at  the 
tirPae  to  be  attended  with  very  marked  benefit    Eesiding  as  I  do- 
in  a  malarious  district,  I  have,  since  reading  Dr.  Leavitt^s  statfi,- 
ment  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences^  had  ample  op- 
portunities of  testing  its  therapeutic  value  in  malarious  fevers.     In 
almost  every  instance,  I  have  succeeded  in  arresting  the  parpxyspfis 
of  intermittent  fever  in  two  or  tliree  days.     In  two  cases  only  ou^ 
of  seventy -eight,  did  it  fail  entirely.     In  tho^  two  cases,  (the  Q^ 
and  43d)  the  paroxysms  returned,  increasing  in  intensity  till  ij^ 
remedy  was  abandoned.     I  generally  administer  somewhat  after 
the  following  form : — 

$1.     SodsB  Hyposulphis      -        .        .        .         3iy. 

Syrupus  Simplex Ji- 

Aqua  menth.  piperita  -        -         -         ^m. 

Misce  et  sig :  Half  tablespopnfilL 

Now,  if  the  hyposulphite  of  soda  is  so  efficacious  in  destrpji^ 
aninial  parasites,  will  it  prove  equally  as  effixiient  in  the  de^i^rao^gjL 
of  parasitic  vegetables  ?    Consequently,  wQiild  it  i^ot  praye  a^^ 


^fl^^hlp  fiwgi  ^  ymm  paf^  of  the  awp^l  org^uism,  apd  if 
ip^f  ^^buiy-^  yi^^?  a^  to  tbei  e);^olqgy  of  ixi^-l^oij?  di^ea^,.^ 
correct,  does  it  not  act  pretty  much  upon  the  same  principle  ip 
^tenpittent  fever  by  somehow  decomposing  or  destroying  those 
palmelloid  spores,  which  he  states  in  the  American  Journal  of 
MifUccd  Sciences^  he  found  on  microscopic  examination  of  the 
salivary  secretions  and  expectoration  of  those  laboring  under  nm- 
iarious  troubles.  Or  is  it  beneficial  in  those  diseases  by  virtue  of 
its  powerful  deoxydizing  influence. 


PRACTICAL    NOTES. 
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€k)NOBRH(EA : — In  the  early  stages  of  gonorrhoea,  I  have  found 
the  following  of  much  service : — 

$t.     Fluid  Extract  Gelseminum,     -        '        -         3  ss. 
Camphor  Water, A-    5  y- 

Every  two  hours,  one  teaspoonful. 

.  OffRONic  Catarrhal  Cough  : — M^ch  benefit  may  be  expecti^ 
from  this  combination : — 

9.     Fluid  Extract  Dulcamara,  -        -        -          3j. 

"     Pleurisy  Root,  -        -        -     3j. 

"      Senega,        -  -        -        ^         3j. 

Fennel  Water,     -        -         •  -        -        fl.    5j. 

Si?:^y  drops  four  times  daily. 

Wafer  Ash  in  Erysipelas  : — Two  cases  of  erysipelas  which 
came  under  my  treatment,  where  quinia  and  iron  had  been  used  in 
large  doses  without  success,  and  proving  rather  injurious  to  the 
patient,  succeeded  in  !24  hours,  to  ptelia  administered  thus : — 

9.     Fluid  Extract  Wafer  Ash,      -        -        -        fl.  5j. 

Fennel  Water, fl.  5vij. 

jl^ery  hour,  one  tabl^popufiil. 


u 
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Wafer  Ash  in  Icterus  with  Hyper^emia  of  the  Livb^t 
— ^In  a  severe  case  of  this  disease  I  have  found  the  fluid  extract  of 
ptelia  an  excellent  remedy  in  doses  of  thirty  drops  every  two 
houra 

Wafer  Ash  in  Asthma  : — In  two  cases  of  asthma  which  I 
tried,  it  was  of  more  service  than  any  other  remedy. 

Wafer  Ash  in  Ascites  : — In  this  complaint  ptelia  often 
proves  eminently  efficacious.  I  found  it  to  cure  a  case  of  a  very 
severe  type,  after  many  agents  had  been  employed  without  success^ 

Wafer  Ash  in  Affections  of  the  Chest: — Several  cases 
of  febris  hectiba,  where  the  expectoration  was  in  the  form  of  pus, 
of  a  sweetish  taste  but  without  any  other  symptoms  of  the  chest, 
than  a  slight  rhonchus  mucasus  and  sibilans,  I  cured  completely 
with  the  ptelia  in  combination  with  the  pyrophosphate  of  iron. 

Wafer  Ash  in  Anasarca: — ^Ptelia  and  pyrophosphate  of 
iron  in  combination,  are  eminently  beneficial  in  this  disorder. 

The  wafer  ash  affects  primarily  the  liver,  the  passage  is  generally 
of  a  brown  or  of  a  gray  color,  rather  fragrant 

Nitrate  of  Silver  in  Hjsmoptysis  : — I  frequently  use  the 
granules  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  haemoptysis,  and  find  it  a  reliable 
remedy. 

AuRUM  Chloratum  Natronatum  in  the  engorgement  of 
the  mesaraic  glands  and  the  disease  that  follows  it : — Apvpkka 
Mesaraica : — 

^.     Aurum  Muriaticum,  nat         -        -        -        2  grs. 
Distilled  WatOT,        -        -  -    A.  5  j. 

Ten  drops  three  times  daUy. 

Afrum  Chloratum  Natronatum  in  the  Induratioh  oasr 
»HB  Uterus  : — It  is  here  frequently  a  most  excellent  remedy. 


•  m   ^>  <  I 


PUERPERAL    CONVULSIONS,    WITH    PHLEO- 

IMLASIA  DOLENS. 

BT  a.   B.   YXBCB,  M.  D.,   WATAOA,   tt.t. 


On  Wednesday,  December  18, 1867, 1  was  snmmoned  four  miks 
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into  thd  country  to  the  reftidence  of  Olof  Ghristopherson,  a  native 
of  Sweden,  whose  wife  had  been  delivered  of  a  male  child  through 
tfie  agency  of  some  old  female  cronies,  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
midwives.  The  delivery  took  place  thiily-six  hours  before  my 
arrival,  and  the  subject  now  lay 'in  convulsions,  half  a  dozen  of 
which  she  had  already  experienced. 

SubjecL — Age,  32  years ;  was  in  i:x>ssession  of  a  stout,  robust 
form,  about  medium  height,  blue  eyes,  round  features,  sandy  com- 
plexion, brown  hair,  and  a  short  neck  with  large  diameter,  simula- 
ting the  description  of  an  apoplectic  case  given  in  Dr.  Ramsbotham's 
System  of  Obstetrics,  under  head  of  Puerperal  Convulsions. 

Characteristic  Features  Relative  to  her  Condition, — As  I  drew 
near  the  bedside  of  the  patient,  I  was  immediately  appriised  of  an 
approaching  paroxysm  by  the  slight  contraction  of  the  inferior 
extremities,  which  resulted  in  an  attack,  in  which  the  body  was 
carved  forward  and  convulsed,  calling  for  forcible  restraint  from 
the  bystanders  to  keep  her  in  the  bed  During  the  seizure,  the 
eyes  were  drawn  upward  and  to  the  right,  completely  concealing 
them  from  view,  the  inferior  maxilla  was  wrenched  to  right  of  the 
feoa  Frothing  at  the  mouth  was  a  concurrent  feature,  also  a  dark 
purple  color  of  the  countenance,  displaying  a  non-oxygenated  state 
of  the  blood.  Soon  as  the  paroxysm  subsided,  a  loud  stertorious 
breathing  was  ushered  in,  which  together  with  a  state  of  coma^ 
produced  rather  a  hideous  aspect  The  patient  remained  in  this 
condition  half  an  hour.  During  the  state  of  drowsiness  the  pulse 
at  the  wrist  was  slow  and  strong,  but  upon  the  approach  of  a 
paroxysm  it  appeared  frequent  and  much  weakened. 

Treatment  — ^Deeming  all  anti-spasmodic  remedies  of  no  avails  as 
the  system,  especially  the  brain,  was  laboring  under  an  excessive 
quantity  of  the  vital  fluid,  I  concluded  to  relieve  it  by  venesection- 
After  taking  away  twenty  four  ounces,  I  gave  her  §  ss  magnesia 
BuljA.,  leaving  a  like  dose  to  be  given  if  needed  To  my  surprise, 
I  found  both  inferior  extremities  characteristic  of  phlegmasia  dolens, 
for  which  I  left  a  liniment  to  be  used  thoroughly  and  also  ordered 
hop  fomentations  to  be  applied. 

Oct  19. — Upon  my  arrival  to-day,  I  learned  that  the  patient  had 
enjoyed  a  freedom  from  paroxysms  since  last  evening,  but  that  no 
action  of  the  bowels  had  as  yet  been  procured,  consequently  I  gave 
aa  injection  of  warm  water  and  soap,  which  dislodged  a  quantity 


^^  Ihe  JoiwfUfi  of  Jfyferia  Jfediocu 

qf  Bcybe^,  prpduciog  a  good  eyacuatiop.    Tlie  p«MiwA  fiwf^  ^^ 
ij^i^JHi^fi  Yery.  feat  apd  I  soon  took  my  \e&.Y^ 
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A    VISIT   TO    VESUVIUS. 


BT    W.    PBOOTEB^   JB., 


MUtor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy, 
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7^r  to  the  we^tlay  Naples  on  its  beautiful  bay,  and  Posilipo,  with 
t^e  hills  of  Sorento  and  Capri  nearly  south ;  whilst  beneatih  us  and 
^Qund  lay  the  accumulated  lavas  and  ashes  of  the  eruptions  of  eighteea 
centuries  of  the  historic  era,  which  under  the  disintegrating  action  <rf 
^me  have  been  coated  with  a  fertile  soil  now  teeming  with  the  verdure 
of  spring,  wholly  unmindful  of  the  slender  lease  it  holds  on  permanence 
In  glancing  over  the  numerous  villas  and  villages  which  stud  the  slop- 
ing sides  of  the  mountain  and  the  shores  of  the  bay,  it  is  nearly 
impossible  to  realize  that  it  is  the  grand  theatre  of  the  terrible  and 
sublime  eruptions  that  we  have  hastily  enumerated  above. 

Continuing  our  journey  mountainward  among  vineyards  and  or- 
chards, we  abandoned  the  road  and  entered  a  lateral  path ;  a  change 
rendered  necessary  by  the  proximity  of  the  lava  of  1859,  which  destroyed 
the  excellent  carriage  road,  built  by  government,  leading  to  the  observa- 
tory and  Hermitage.  Siibsequently  we  saw  the  point  where  the  road 
passed  under  the  lava.  Our  route  now  passed  over  the  lava  of  1859,  which 
has  to  be  crossed  to  reach  the  Hermitage.  The  path  is  very  rough,  but 
Tvill  soon  become  sufficiently  worn  to  serve  the  purpose.  Hie  rec^t 
bed  of  lava  is  here  spread  out  very  wide,  and  extends  to  the  base  of 
the  cone.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  appearance  of  utter  desola- 
tion it  presents ;  the  surface  is  covered  with  broken  masses  of  every 
fjze  and  shape,  mixed  up  with,  and  partially  surrounded  by,  the  most 
curious  convolutions  of  solidified  melted  matter  like  masses  of  fossilized 
intestines  of  some  gigantic  animal.  The  cooling  power  of  the  atmos^ 
phere  is  so  great  that  very  soon  after  the  lava  reaches  the  plateau. 


i 
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Wtkte  !tb  progress  is  le^  tspidy  the  exterior  brines  chilli,  e^peSkWf 
ft  the  edges,  and  as  the  presstlre  of  the  interior  fluid  mass  urges  it  for- 
iUffd.  I^e  crust  is  broken  into  fragments,  enabling  the  lava  to  escape,  and 
ifa  its  turn  to  be  chilled,  tmtil  a  period  in  its  progress  arrives  when  the 
(srust  is  capable  of  resisting  the  diminished  pressure  of  the  partially 
oooled  interior.     It  is  this  incessant  action  of  the  interior  on  the  exte- 
rior that  gives  the  peculiar  vermiculated  character  to  the  surface  of  the 
feVa.    In  color  this  lava  is  nearly  black,  extending  for  miles,  filling  up 
t3ie  ravines  and  valleys,  and  pouring  over  precipices,  and  in  one  spot  in 
approaching  the  hermitage  forming  an  abrupt  wall  of  slag-like  matter 
iMrty  of  forty  feet  high.     The  path  passed  near  one  of  the  small  craters 
of  the  eruption  of  1859,  but  we  did  not  leave  our  horses  to  examine  it. 
Before  reaching  the  Hermitage,  we  arrived  at  a  point  where  the  lava  of 
1855  is  seen.     Its  color  is  less  dark,  indicating  the  effect  of  the  atmos- 
pheric agencies,  but  yet  devoid  of  life,  save  a  very  few  plants  that  have 
rooted  in  some  of  its  crevices.     Tlie  Hermitage  stands  on  a  bluff  or 
spur  of  the  old  Mount  Somma,  just  at  the  opening  of  the  crescent- 
shaped  valley  called  Atrio  del  Cavallo,  between  the  cone  of  Vesuvius 
and  the  interior  walls  of  the  old  crater  of  Somma,  and  no  more  admir- 
able spot  could  be  chosen  whence  to  witness  an  eruption,  though  its 
proximity  is  sometimes  attended   with  danger,  as  in  1855,  when  the 
current  passed  on  both  sides  of  the  hill.     We  now  pushed  on  up  the 
steep  path  of  the  Hermitage  hill  and  over  this  lava,  and  entered  the 
Atrio,  where  the  path  is  more  or  less  broken  as  it  passes  over  the  lavas 
of  various  ages,  and  requires  great  caution  on  the  part  of  the  animals  to 
keep  their  feet.     The  scene  here  is  worth  pausing  to  view  ;  on  the  lefl 
extending  far  in  advance  are  the  abrupt  rocky  walls  of  the  old  crater 
of  Somma  800  feet  high,  with  various  flowering  plants  established  in 
its  crevices,  but  far  too  sparse  to  form  a  continuous  covering  to  its  des- 
olate lineaments ;  on  the  right  rises  the  vast  cone  of  Vesuvius,  dark  and 
sombre,  and  lifeless  externally,  more  than  a  thousand  feet  perpendicu- 
lar above  the  path,  which  is  in  the  middle  of  the  valley.     About  two 
miles  beyond  the  Hermitage  (the  path  gradually  rising),  we  reach  the 
place  of  ascent,  which  is  an  inclined  plane,  constructed  of  fragments  of 
lava  of  all  sizes,  thrown  irregularly  together    so  as  to  form  a  sort  of 
stairs,  the  stones  giving  a  tolerable  foothold,  but  without  any  order  or 
regularity.     Dismounting,  our  horses  were  taken  by   boys,  each   of 
whom  claims   his  pay  in  due  time.     Then  came  a  busy  scene ;  the 
numerous  men  employed  to  aid  in  the  ascent,  such  as  desired  it,  vocif- 
erously urged  their  claims.     Two  of  our  party  employed  a  sort  of 
sedan  chair  arrangement  carried  by  four  men ;  most   of  the   others 
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received  aid  by  a  strap  held  by  a  man  in  advance,  whilst  two  of  us 
depended  solely  on  our  own  muscle  for  the  ascent.  It  was  near  nooD, 
very  warm  for  the  season,  and  ill  prepared  by  a  partial  breakfast,  we 
addressed  ourselves  to  the  task.  In  recurring  to  the  effort  required 
to  mount  this  gigantic  stairs,  it  certainly  was  more  tiresome  than  the 
more  difficult  and  varied  ascent  of  Mount  Washington ;  but  this  arose 
from  the  monotony  of  the  labor,  and  the  want  of  objects  to  attract  the 
attention  during  the  effort.  We  found  it  necessary  to  rest  at  intervals, 
but  accomplished  the  task  in  about  an  hour,  certainly  one  of  the  least 
acceptable  ever  undertaken.  But  on  gaining  the  top  we  were  repaid. 
Far  below  us  were  the  sedans  slowly  creeping  up,  with  fbot  passengers 
scattered  on  the  way.  Our  horses  looked  like  dogs  in  size,  and  the 
men  like  ants  or  pebbles,  according  as  they  were  in  motion  or  quiescent, 
80  diminutive  did  they  appear  a  thousand  feet  below  us.  The  irregular 
motion  of  the  sedan  must  be  attended  with  some  suspicions  of  danger 
by  the  uninitiated.  From  the  edge  of  the  cone  to  the  edge  of  the 
crater  at  this  point,  is  perhaps  a  furlong,  covered  with  scoria,  ashes  and 
masses  of  lava.  On  reaching  the  crater,  judg^  of  our  disappointment 
in  finding  a  central  conical  mass  rising  in  the  center,  higher  than  the 
highest  edges  of  the  crater,  which  was  filled  nearly  to  the  edge  with 
solid  blocks  of  lava  without  any  abyss,  or  indication  of  internal 
activity,  not  even  visible  vapor.  The  lava  was  rent  in  all  directions,  as 
if  by  the  cooling  and  subsidence  of  the  mass  beneath.  It  was  of  a 
dark  gray  color,  very  hard  and  sonorous  when  struck.  Passing  around 
to  the  south  or  highest  side  we  saw  a  number  of  laborers  engaged  in  an 
excavation  on  the  outside  of  the  edge  of  the  crater  near  the  top,  gath- 
ering sulphur  into  bags,  which  they  carried  on  poles  to  the  place  of 
descent.  It  ia  very  impure  and  used  only  for  the  vine  disease.  We 
seated  ourselves  here,  and  whilst  enjoying  one  of  the  grandest  panora- 
mas in  existence,  partook  of  the  lunch  brought  up  by  our  guide,  and,  in 
the  absence  of  water  which  had  been  forgotten,  substituted  some  very 
^ood  Lachrima  Christi,  the  well-known  wine  of  Vesuvius.  The  view 
was  superb.  The  entire  bay  of  Naples,  its  enclosing  islands,  and  the 
promontories  of  Sorrento  and  Misenium ;  Naples  spread  out  like  a 
map,  the  distant  Appenines  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Mediterranean  on 
the  other,  whilst  below,  beyond  the  base  of  the  cone,  were  the  lavas  of 
latter  times,  and  further  down  the  villas,  peasant  houses  and  villages 
that  numerously  dotted  the  gently  inclined  base  of  the  mountain  down 
to  the  towns  along  the  bay  shore.  Six  miles  off  lay  disentombed  Pom- 
peii, whilst  all  around,  but  more  especially  toward  the  bay,  lay  the 
soeoe  where  the  terrible  eruptions  of  centuries  have  vented  th^r  fury, 
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and  piled  up  stratum  on  stratum  of  ashes  and  lava  and  scoria.  Leav- 
ing the  sulphur  gleaners  at  their  disagreeable  labors,  we  continued 
around  the  edge  of  the  crater  (the  highest  point  being  nearly  south), 
towards  Pompeii ;  from  here  the  cone  of  scoria  stones  and  ashes  in  the 
centre  of  the  crater  is  seep  to  the  best  advantage,  and  a  considerable 
depression  existing  on  this  side  affords  a  better  idea  of  a  crater  than  on 
the  other.  In  completing  the  circuit  we  had  walked  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile.  The  guide  now  conducted  us  over  the  dislocated 
blocks  of  lava  by  a  very  irregular  route  to  the  central  cone,  stopping 
on  the  way  to  put  some  eggs  in  a  crevice  to  be  cooked  by  our  return. 
The  actual  elevation  of  the  central  cone  was  not  known,  but  it  was 
probably  thirty  or  forty  feet  above  the  lava  upon  which  we  crossed.  It 
consists  of  ashes,  stones  and  scoria,  the  latter  of  various  shades  of 
color,  from  grey  and  yellow  to  orange  red  and  almost  vermillion  red. 
From  a  spot  on  one  side  sulphurous  vapor  issues,  and  our  guide,  by 
thrusting  in  a  piece  of  paper,  caused  its  ignition.  This  and  the  heat 
sensibly  felt  issuing  from  some  crevices  in  the  lava,  were  the  only  in- 
dications that  the  energy  of  the  volcano,  though  dormant,  still  existed, 
and  by  the  old  rule  of  a  fiill  crater  may  be  expected  to  rouse  itself  ere 
long.  Afler  a  full  view  of  the  cone  itself  and  the  surrounding  crater 
from  this  point,  we  returned  across  the  lava  bridge,  securing  the  cooked 
eggs  en  route  and  soon  an  ived  at  the  place  of  descent.  This  is  along 
side  and  east  of  the  route  of  ascent,  and  is  an  inclined  plane  of  loose 
ashes.  The  only  care  requisite  is  too  keep  erect,  and  use  the  feet  as  in 
walking  as  fast  as  possible,  each  step  causing  a  descent  of  from  three  to 
six  feet,  according  to  the  energy  of  the  traveller,  the  trip  down  being 
made  in  about  ten  minutes.  Sometimes  the  most  ludicrous  scenes 
occur  in  this  journey  by  persons  losing  their  balance  and  pitching  or 
sliding  in  the  dust.  On  reaching  the  valley  a  busy  scene  ensued  in  re- 
gaining our  saddles,  when  several  found  themselves  differently  mounted, 
some  for  the  better,  and  commenced  our  downward  trip.  We  stopped 
a  little  while  to  rest  at  the  Hermitage,  where  water  was  obtainable  for 
the  first  time  since  our  leaving  the  coast,  and  we  soon  converted  our 
lemons  and  sugar  into  lemonade  that  tasted  like  nectar,  so  needed  was 
the  cooling  beverage  after  the  ordeal  we  had  gone  through.  Half  a  day 
might  readily  be  spent  here  by  the  leisure  traveller,  but  our  party  soon 
resumed  their  saddles  and  returned  to  the  carriages  at  Ressina  without 
further  incident,  thoroughly  fatigued  but  highly  gratified  with  the  visit 
to  Vesuvius. 

[Many  of  our  readers  are  aware  that,   since  about  the  middle  of 
December,  Mount  Vesuvius  has  been  in  active  eruption,  and  the  prog- 
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nosiics  of  last  May  have  proved  correct.  The  o^p'orttitfititis  fot  Vifc 
nessing  the  phenomena  are  said  to  have  been  unusually  favorable,  Hl^ 
flrit  flow  of  lava  was  eastwards  towards  Ottajano,  but  the  more  ii^^ 
currents  have  been  in  Atrio  del  Cavallo,  and  down  over  the  laiva  dT 
1659,  described  above.  One  portion  of  the'  stream  passed  near  thfe 
observatory  and  thence  toward  Ressina,  and  the  other  made  in  the  di- 
rection of  Torre  del  Greco,  but  the  volume  was  not  great  enough  to 
continue  the  current  so  as  to  endanger  that  town.  One  observer  d6- 
dcribes  a  shower  of  red  hot  stones,  and  rocky  masses  of  tons  in  weight, 
ejected  to  great  heights,  falling  in  all  manner  of  curves,  soma  within  and 
some  without  the  crater,  whilst  other  fiery  masses,  falling  on  the  flanks 
of  the  cone,  would  rebound  down  its  sides  in  great  leaps  imtil  shivered 
to  pieces  or  lodged  by  some  impediment.  The  ascending  and  descend- 
ing lines  of  fire  crossed  each  other  in  all  directions  over  the  crater, 
presenting  a  display  of  natural  pyrotechny  of  surpassing  grandeur  and 
beauty,  whilst  vast  volumes  of  smoking  vapor  issuing  from  the  crater, 
extending  from  above  the  mountain  towards  Capri,  formed  a  vast  arch, 
reflecting  back  the  light  from  the  crater  and  lava  streams.  Those  who 
have  recently  traver^jed  the  scene  of  these  phenomena,  when  all  was 
quiet  and  peaceful,  can  fully  appreciate  the  wonderful  transition.] 
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Therapeutics    and    Materia   Medica. 


The  following  observations  concerning  Veratrum  Viride,  is  an  extract 
from  a  report  upon  the  subject  of  JVew  Remedies^  presented  by  J.  W. 
H.  Baker,  M.  D.,  to  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society,  and  published  in 
the  Iowa  Medical  Journal : — 

"  This  remedy  as  an  arterial  sedative  since  its  first  introduction  into 
general  use,  about  eight  years  since,  has  not  been  over-rated,  and  it  is 
said  to  possess  some  alterative  powers.  But  the  indiscriminate  use  of 
a  positively  useful  remedy  will  sometimes  place  it  in  peril  of  losing  its 


usefulpesfi.  Thus  it  has  been  with  t\i\a  eminently  beneficial  medidne. 
While  it  has  the  power  of  controlling  the  action  of  the  great  centers  of 
the  circulatory  apparatus,  its  depressing  effect  upon  the  nervous  sys- 
tem under  an  improper  dose  is  disastrous.  The  use  of  this  remedy  in 
aotive  inflammatory  diseases  has  become  very  general ;  still  many  of 
our  profession  report  a  want  of  manifest  success  in  the  effects  desired 
to  be  obtained.  1  would  say  that  in  many  instances  1  have  felt  that 
w«nt  of  confidence  in  its  use,  while  iigain  I  have  seen  the  most  marked 
benefit  result  from  its  exhibition." 

How  TO  Prevent  Pittino  op  the  Face  by  Smallpox  in  Persons 
Uhprotbcted  by  Vaccination. — The  following  extracts  are  from  a 
communication  which  appeared  in  the  London  Lancet : — 

''  After  earnest  consideration  of  the  question  as  to  the  best  means  to 
be  adopted  to  prevent  pitting,  after  reviewing  the  different  applications 
which  have  been  recommei^ded  for  that  purpose.  Dr.  Black  determined, 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  influence  of  light  on  the  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  both  plants  and  animals,  and  of  the  destructive  action  of 
oxygen  on  diseased  tissues,  to  exclude  both  these  agents  from  the  face 
of  a  patient  that  came  under  his  car^  a  short  time  since.  He,  therefore, 
shut  out  the  light  from  her  apartment  by  additional  blinds  of  a  dark 
color  to  the  windows,  and  he  guarded  the  face  from  the  action  of  oxygen 
by  keeping  it  constantly  covered  with  fresh  hog's  lard.  So  effectually 
was  the  daylight  excluded  that  the  light  of  a  candle  had  to  be  employed 
when  anything  important  was  required  to  be  done  in  the  room.  During 
this  time  ventilation  was  strictly  attended  to.  The  disease  ran  the 
ordinary  course,  and  when  desiccation,  which  was  rapid,  had  been  com- 
pleted, he  had  the  satisfaction,  of  seeing  that  no  pitting  of  the  face  had 
occurred." 

After  instancing  several  cases  confirmatory  of  the  efficacy  of  these 
means  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Black,  (one  aggravated  by  the  circumstance 
that  whenever  a  certain  servant  was  placed  for  a  time  in  charge  of  the 
sick  room,  the  blind  of  one  of  the  windows  was  invariably  half  drawn 
up )  another,  when  the  patient,  during  the  rising  of  the  pock,  frequently 
rubbed  his  face  with  his  hands ;  in  the  former  of  which  only  a  few  shal- 
low pits  were  left  on  tho  face,  and  in  the  latter  not  the  slightest  pitting 
occurred;)  the  writer  goes  onto  remark:  — ^^ilfS 

''  The  medical  treatment  pursued  in  each  of  the  above  cases  consisted 
in  administering  from  one  to  two  drachms  of  the  solution  of  acetate  of 
ipnmonia,  with  two  or  three  drops  of  the  solution  of  arsenite  of  potaah, 
every  second  or  third  hour,  from  the  commencement  of  the  initiatory 
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stage  to  the  acu  mi  nation  of  the  pustules,  from  which  period  to  the 
completion  of  desiccation  the  dilute  r.itric  acid,  in  doses  of  three  or  hve 
drops  was  substituted  for  the  acetate  of  ammonia  only.  The  diet  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  milk  and  light  farinaceous  food,  with  cooling  drinks 
daring  the  earlier  stage  of  the  disease ;  and  of  these,  the  addition  of 
beef- tea,  chicken -broth,  and  similar  food  as  the  maturation  of  the  pus- 
tules progressed.  In  but  one  instance  was  recourse  had  to  any  alcoholio 
stimulant,  and  that  was  in  the  case  of  the  first  patient,  who  was  aDowed 
a  small  quantity  of  wine  during  convalesoence." — Leavenworth  Med, 
Herald, 

4  

loDiNB  IN  Enlarokmknt  OP  THE  Splkbn. — Dr.  A.  Given,  of  Louia- 
ville,  Ky.,  communicates  to  the  Ok^cago  Medical  Exetminer  a  ease  oC 
enlargement  of  the  spleen  of  nineteen  years*  standing,  which  k©  cured 
with  iodine  in  five  months.    Concerning  his  plan  of  treatment,  he  writer  t 

"  I  could  not  see  much  prospect  of  success  from  the  ordinaory  treat- 
ment, as  laid  down  lor  splenitis.  It  was  evident  that  li  relieved  at  «&,. 
it  must  be  by  resolvents  and  absorbents.  With  therapeutic  indl<»ftio» 
in  view,  I  put  her  upon  the  following : — 

5  .-—Iodine gr.  x. 

Iodide  Potassii ^ 3  U* 

Water r  -  •       Ih 


M ,  and  give  twelve  drops,  largely  diluted  with  sweetened 
after  each  meal ;  and  ordered  tha  following  liniment  t©  be  used  s~ 

• 

n . — Camphor  Soap  Liniment 3  T* 

Tr.  Iodine 3  »> 

M.,  and  apply  to  the  tumor  twice  a  day. 

"I'gave  directions  if  the  stomach  became  irritable,  to  disoontinue 
the  treatment  for  a  few  days.  After  following  the  above  treatment  for 
two  months,  I  again  examined  the  tumor,  and  found  it  sc^r  and  di- 
minished one-half.  I  continued  the  treatment,  with  the  same  precauticMm 
as  to  the  effects  of  the  medicine  on  the  system.  I  made  another  exam- 
imition  on  the  15th  of  January,  1868,  and  found  the  temor  entirely 
gone,  except  a  little  fulness  near  the  margin  of  the  ribs." 

Pathology  and  Trkatmknt  of  Gluoosuria  and  AtBUMiNnEiA. — 
fThe  following  note  addressed  to  us  by  M.  Carey  Lea,  Esq.,  contoins, 
it  appears  to  us,  some  highly  important  suggestions,  and  we  would 
"invite  the  attention  of  bur  readers  to  them.] 
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Mt  Dbar  Sib  :  I  beg  to  oall  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  artiide 
of  M.  Claude  CoUas,  in  the  Moniteur  Scientifique.  M.  Collas  expresses 
the  opinion  that  diabetic  disease  depends  upon  an  incapacity  of  the 
system  to  convert  sugar  into  an  insoluble  modification.  This  incapacity 
he  attributes  to  a  deficiency  of  phosphate.  His  proof  he  rests  on  the 
following  observations : — 

That-  during  gestation,  there  is  unusual  difficulty  in  healing  fractures^ 
owing  to  the  appropriation  of  every  particle  of  earthy  phosphate  to  the 
foetus  to  form  its  bone^  and  at  the  same  time  there  is  a  great  tendency 
to  glucosuria. 

To  prove  that  phosphates  have  this  power,  he  makes  the  following 
experiment.  A  solution  of  ordinary  diphosphate  of  soda  is  made  in 
water  containing  carbonic  acid,  and  is  mixed  with  cane  sugar.  In  a 
"fortnight  this  solution  will  be  found  to  be  thi<;k  and  viscous.  He  there- 
fore recommends  the  administration  of  phosphates  and  phosphoric  acid. 

The  reasoning  is  certainly  ingenious.  I  have  not  had  time  to  repeat 
M.  Collas's  experiments.  My  object  is  simply  to  call  attention  to  the 
fiiet  t^t.this  principle,  if  it  should  prove  to*  be  true,  is  susceptible  of 
immense  extension. 

In  albuminuria^  a  most  valuable  constituent  of  the  system  is  wasted 
through  the  urine.  If  M.  Collas's  reasoning  is  true  with  respect  to  the 
waste  of  sugar,  by  parity  of  argument,  it  seems  probable  that  the  loss 
of  albumen  may  arise  from  the  absence  of  fixing  principles,  and  this 
would  immediately  suggest  the  administration  of  remedies  capable  of 
coagulating  albumen,  such  as  mineral  acids,  alkaline  nitrates,  etc.  In 
fact,  the  number  is  so  extensive  that  the  only  difficulty  would  seem  to 
"be  in  the  selection. 

Dr.  I  Hats.  Very  truly,  yours, 

M.  Caret  Lxa. 

Philadelphia,  April  26,  1867. 

1^^  M.  Collas,  in  the  article  referred  to  by  Mr.  Lea,  calls  attention  to 
the  &cts  demonstrated  by  M;  Claude  Bernard,  that  sugar  is  formed  in 
^the  system  in  health,  and  that  this  substance  is  necessary  for  nutrition. 
But  M.C.  remarks  that  the  substances  required  for  the  nutrition  of  our  or- 
gans reach  them  in  a  soluble  condition,  and  that  the  agent  which  renders 
them  fixed  is  still  unknown.  M.  C.  thinks  that  this  agent  is  the  phos- 
phate of  lime,  which  has  the  property  of  converting  sugar  into  gln- 
-cose,  which  is  almost  insoluble ;  and  that  it  is  that  agent  which  precip- 
itates and  fixes  the  suirar  in  the  organs*  This,  he  thinks,  explains  the 
phases  of  the  glucosuria.  The  natural  sugar,  instead  of  fulfilling  ita 
function,  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys  in  greater  or  less  quantity,  ao- 


^S^g  tp  tj?^  s^veri^y  of  %  dis^^.  It  ia  thw.  ^9^-^  «^m  "^tSS^  *s 
^yjiii;[iou^,  for  :t  ia  elimtoaf^  but  th^  qvU  ari^  frpiyi  a  deftcjei^y,  pf 
pliQ^phat^Sj  and,  consequently,  the  organs  being  no  longer  nouri^^, 
^^  i^st^m  suffers  and  death  ensues.  On  this  account  M.  Collas  repro* 
Vatei?  the  regimen  usually  prescribed,  for  diabetics — the  forbidding  th^m 
wheat  bread.  This  privation  is  useless,  and  is  with  difficulty  endured 
by  patients,  deranges  nutrition  and  retards  a  cure. — Am.  Jour,  of  Med. 
Sfiencfi9. 

Capsicum  in  Delirium  Tremens. — Digitalis  in  large  doses  has  &ilQd 
to  receive  the  confidence  of  the  profession.  A  bolus  of  twenty  grs.  of 
cajp^icum,  caused  slight  burning  in  thje  mouth  and  throat  for  a  time,  in 
Iqsp  than  an  hour  he  slept  soundly,  apd  awoke  in  three  or  four  hours 
opnvalescent.  In  the  Melville  Hospital,  seventy  or  eighty  cases  were 
treated  successfully  in  single  or  repeated  doses  of  from  seventy  to 
eighty  grains.  Twenty  years  ago  it  was  a  common  practice  in  Philadel. 
pbia  to  cure  them  with  capsicum  in  good  beef  or  mutton  soup,  whidi, 
red  ^ith  the  pepper  was  given  lavishly ;  and  cured  promptly  without 
prostration.  In  the  worst  cases  when  the  stomach  rejects  every  thijogy 
when  gastritis  exists,  cupping  or  leeching  to  the  epigastrium,  followed 
by  a  large  blister  will  sometimes  saye  life. — Pac.  Med,  and  Surff, 
JottrnaL — Nashville  Journ.  of  Med,  and  ^rgery. 

The  Chicago  Medical  Journal  observes :  "  Capsicum  having  been 
strongly  urged  in  the  treatment  of  delirium  tremens,  it  is  stated,  as  a 
practical  obstacle,  that  patients,  after  the  first  dose,  refuse  to  take  it. 
A  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Med.  Journal  overcomes  this  difficulty 
by  mixing  the  Capsicum  with  Glycerin,  and-  enclosing  it  in  a  gelatin 
capsule." 

Pheniqub  Acid  for  Presjbirvin<^  Anatomicai^  Specimens. — Prof. 
Freer  (  Chicago  Medical  Journal)  writes : — 

"  I  s^w  a  preparation  by  the  phenique  acid  method,  which  was  j^- 
fc^tij  pliable,  and  plump,  as  a  recent  dissection ;  even  the  small  joints 
of  ib/^  fingers  were  as  flexible  as  in  the  most  recent  state,  and,  at  the 
name  time,  the  specimen^ — which  wa3  a  welldisaiected  arm — ^was  as  dxy 
4ig,le^^h^9  ai^d  without  odor,  other  than  the  a<ii4,  wjuch  is  not  at  all  dis- 
8g;r€ieal|lQf  This  is  ^p^ething  worth  looking  into — ^if  the  af^id  is  npt 
too  e^f^nsivjBj  the  npiej;hpd  is  invaluable  for  medical  colleges,  Tlie 
pl^oce^  by  tfmnic  acid  must  be  v^ry  tedious  ai)d  e^^pensiye." — Bo§^ 
Jfe4.  a/n^Sv^Sl,  Jo^rm^j  ' 


Bfeoilflik  o5?  t>6^i*teuJi  iir  AftHiiA.— Dr;  J.  D.  Tayl6^,6f  l[6fatf(*lft, 
FloHak,  *rit€lfei  ss  fblloWs  to  the  editor  of  the  J^ttArHUiJlftklfedZ  /eW^- 
iiaZ: — 

"  A  btt^e  of  distresfsittg  aalthina,  of  seventfeen  yeArs'  standing,  in  ir^oh 
tfe  paroxysms  occurred  nearly  every  night,  ^ith  occasional  Intervals  6t 
a  #eek,  ckme  unde*  my  notice  about  four  months  ago.  The  patient  hiML 
sttfifer^  many  things  of  many  physicians,  and  was  nothing  bettered,  btrt 
rather  grew  worse.  I  prescribed  the  bromide  of  potassium,  in  t^entjr 
grain  doses  twice  a  day  (as  suggested  by  Dr.  Begbie),  and  fbund  it  du- 
pable of  exerting  the  most  satisfactory  influence  over  the  disease. 

"  Only  two  paroxysms  have  occurred  since ;  and  they  were  produbcfft 
by  unusual  exposure,  together  with  the  neglect  of  the  remedy.  I  there- 
foiie  cordially  recommend  it.'* — Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Digitalis. — Dr.  J  D.  Brown  relates  six  cases  in  the  Medical  TitneB 
ahd  Gazette,  for  Jan.  S3,  1868,  in  which  he  used  digitalis  in  the  form 
of  poultice  in  suppression  of  urine.  He  made  use  of  the  fresh  leaved, 
dried  leaves,  or  the  tincture  mixed  with  flaxseed.  All  the  cases  oberfii- 
ntttely  resisted  all  other  remedies,  and  it  was  only  after  waiting  three 
or  four  days  that  the  remedy  was  tried.  In  each  case  secretion  of  urine 
was  obtained.  The  first  case  terminated  fatally  on  account  of  lack  of 
care  in  the  use  of  the  remedy ;  after  a  suppression  of  nine  days  du- 
ration the  drug  was  used,  and  from  4  A.M.  to  10  P.M.,  the  patient 
passed  enough  urine  to  fill  "  eight  ordinary-sized  chamber  vessels  and 
was  still  making  it "  Another  case  was  relieved,  but  suppression  re- 
curring she  was  neglected  by  her  attendants  and  died.  The  other  fomr 
cases  recovered. 

"  The  rules  of  management  must  depend  on  the  pulse.  I  have  seen 
no  good  results  till  the  pulse  fell  in  number ;  it  matters  not  from  what 
figure :  fall  it  must  before  any  change  occurs.  I  would  strongly  advise 
60  as  a  standard  from  a  high  number ;  40  or  50  from  a  lower  figure- 
say  from  80.  Judging  from  the  effects  on  the  circulation,  we  cannot 
loose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  arrest  of  secretion  depends  on  capillary 
congestion,  which  in  turn  might,  by  pressure,  paralyze  the  nerves.  The 
feet  however,*  remains  that  we  compel  the  kidney  to  resume  its  func- 
tions by  diminishing  the  force  of  the  circulation,  lessening  the  quantity 
of  blood  by  .allowing  a  much  longer  interval  between  each  new  ar- 
rival.  Strange,  too,  it  is  that  in  four  cases  the  attack  commenced  sudden- 
ly like  a  fit  of  stone,  and  in  reality,  stone  came  away  in  each  case. 

"*  *  *  It  is  BOt  supposed  that  it  will  succeed  in  all  cases  of  thait 
m)  sterious  disease  ;  but  it  is  clear  that  it  has  a  powerful  influence  over 
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the  renal  secrptions,  and  if  carefully  watched,  taking  the  pulse  as  a 
guide,  no  mischief  need  be  feared." — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 

Chloroform,  to  Curs  Sneezing — Some  persons  are  subject  to 
paroxysms  of  sneezing,  whidi  come  off  without  manifest  cause,  and 
occasion  much  annoyance  and  sometimes  no  small  degree  of  exhaustion. 
The  best  remedy,  and  in  fact  the  only  one  we  know  of,  is  chloroform, 
the  vapor  of  which  must  be  snuffed  up  the  nostrils.  A  fiew  snuffs  from 
the  mouth  of  the  vial  will  often  suffice.  Whether  the  same  remedy 
would  prove  effectual  in  the  very  often  distressing  and  exhausting  ster- 
nutation of  "  Hay  Asthma,"  we  have  had  no  opportunity  to  determina 
It  is  worthy  a  trial,  however. — Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  JournaL 

Creosote  Enema  in  Chronic  DiaRRHEA. — Gairdner  mentions  this 
mode  of  using  creosote  as  very  effectual  in  chronic  diarrhea.  We  have 
seen  it  employed  in  a  case  in  St  Mary's  Hospital,  which  had  resisted 
other  treatment,  and  with  the  most  gratifying  results.  The  quantity 
injected  should  be  three  or  four  drops,  in  a  small  quantity  of  mucilage 
or  thin  starch.  A  grain  or  two  of  opium  may  well  be  added. — Pacific 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Iodine  and  Carbolic  Aoid. — Dr.  Percy  Boulton,  to  remedy  the  in- 
oonvenience  attending  the  external  application  of  iodine  and  its  pre- 
parations,*^has  adopted  the  method  of  adding  a  few  drops  of  carbolic 
add,  to  the  iodine  solution  to  be  employed.  The  formula  is  as  follows : 
Compound  tincture  of  iodine,  3  grs ;  pure  liquid  carbolic  acid,  6  drops  ; 
glycerine,  30  grms;  distilled  water,  150  grs.  This  carbolate  of 
iodine  is  perfectly  colorless,  so  that  it  m^y  be  applied  with  im- 
punity ;  and  it  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  powerful  antiseptics  we 
possess,  but  is  intrinsically  a  more  efficacious  agent  than  iodine  alone. 
In  the  form  of  injections,  gargles,  and  lotions,  for  sore  throat,  ozoena, 
abscess  in  the  ear,    etc.,    this   preparation  is  'a  sovereign  remedy •--- 

JSxtract  from  a  Utter  in  the  Journal  des  Connaiseancee  Medicales. — Med. 
€kutctte. — Chicago  Medical  Journal. 

The  Abortive  Treatment  of  Ttpboid  Fever. — Repeated  blistering 
over  the  iliac  region  is  advised  by  Dr.  Strong  of  Buffalo.. 
the  editor  of  the  Pacific  Medical  Journal  is  inclined  to  concur  witii 
him.  The  latter  observes  that  this  method  has  been  employed  by 
other  Calafornia  physidans.  He  also  suggests  that  other  topical  means 
may  be  resorted  to. — Chicago  Medical  Journal. 
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Sulphuric  Ethbk  to  Dislodge  Tape  Worms. — Dr.  Lort^t  {^Reporter 
Periscope)  has  administered  in  a  few  cases  of  Tape  Warwit,  which  had 
resisted  the  usual  remedies,  Sulphuric  Ether,  which  ap|jajditly  acted 
upon  them  as  it  does  on  man,  as  an  anaesthetic,  rendering  them  in- 
sensibJe,  when  they  are  easily  removed  by  a  mild  puri^ative.  The  plan 
ifi  to  give  five  drachms  of  ether  at  a  dose,  and  to  follow  it  in  two  hours 
by  an  ounce  of  castor  oil.  The  worm  is  discharged  without  causing 
pain,  entire  or  almost  so,  and  always  with  the  cephalic  tnd  intact. 
Though  but  few  have  beeil  thus  treated,  the  pra(tie>e  is  worth  bearing 
in  mind. —  Chicago  Medical  Journal, 

Pbpbiitb  in  Vomiting  of  Pregnancy. — M.  Gross  has  used  pt-psine  in 
doses  of  eight  grains  before  meals,  with  complete  n'lief,  in  a  tH8«>  of 
obstinate  vomiting  in  pregnancy. —  Chicago  Medical  Jour^tal. 

Cannabis  Indica  in  Delirium  Tremens. — During  part  of  Dr. 
Beddoe's  term  of  office  as  Resident- Physician  in  the  Edinburgh  Royal 
Infirmary  in  the  years  1854 — ^55,  he  happened  to  have  the  entire  con- 
trol of  what  was  commonly  called  the  "  D.  T.  ward."  Having  pre- 
yiously  seen  some  cases  in  which  opium  had  appeared  ta  disagree,  and 
thinking,  from  what  he  had  learned  from  Professor  Chrisiison  «»f  the 
mode  of  action  of  cannabis,  that  it  would  probably  act  as  a  hy|<notic 
^thout  lessening  elimination,  he  prescribed  it  in  the  first  ense  that 
came  under  his  hands,  and  the  result  was  so  encouraging  that  he  re- 
peated the  experiment.  During  six  months  he  had  he  believe*,  as 
many  as  eighteen  cases  of  delirium  tremens.  One  of  th^sn  being 
suspected  of  meningitis,  was  treated  with  antimony  ;  and  two  other 
patients,  being  very  unruly  and  absolutely  refusing  the  nauseous  draught 
of  tincture  ot  cannabis,  got  opium  by  mouth  or  rectum ;  but  to  all,  or 
almost  all  the  others,  so  far  as  he  could  recollect,  cannabis  was  ad- 
ministered, and  with  highly  satisfactory  results.  The  only  luie  of  the 
whole  series  who  did  not  perfectly  and  speedily  recover  was  ibe  one 
who  took  antimony  ;  he  was  an  Englishman,  and  was  after  a  time  re- 
moved in  a  half  imbecile  condition  to  the  poor-house  of  his  native 
place. 

In  speaking  firstly  on  the  form,  and  se<Mjiidly  on  the  manner  of  ad- 
ministration. Dr.  Beddoe  says  :  The  tincture  is  preferable  to  the  extract 
for  its  lapidity  of  action;  but  it  is  {experto  crede !)  extremely  nauseous, 
and  some  patients  refuse  it,  or  require  much  coaxing  to  induce  them  u> 
swallow  it.  Of  late  he  haii  given  the  extract,  made  into  a  pill,  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  sulphate  of  potash,  the  hardness  of  which  makt^w   it 
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suitable  for  finely  dividing  tiio  resinous  extract,  and  thus  iiastening  its 
solution  or  suspension  in  the  gastrointestinal  fluids. 

He  usually  begins  with  a  grain  of  good  extract,  or  twenty  minints  t>f 
the  tinoture ;  waits  from  four  to  six  hours,  and  then,  if  the  patient  be 
awake,  gives  a  double  dose.  If  this  also  prove  fruitless,  six  hours  la;ter 
he  gives  three  or  even  four  grains  ;  then  allows  six  or  eight  hours  to 
pass,  and,  if  necessary,  tries  a  yet  larger  dose.  Longer  intervals  are 
needful  for  extract  than  for  tincture,  [n  one  case,  Dr.  Beddoe  proceeded 
as  far  as  two  drachms( — 6grs.)  before  the  patient  succumbed  to  the  hy- 
pnotic influence ;  he  slept  several  hours  and  awoke  almost  well.  This 
plan  he  thinks  far  better  than  the  ordinary  one  of  giving  moderate 
doses  of  a  narcotic  every  two  or  three  hours,  whereby  a  second  or  third 
dose  is  introduced  before  one  can  tell  whether  the  first  would  not  take 
effect.  Moreover,  in  the  case  of  opium  at  least,  a  succession  of  small 
doses  is  apt  to  stimulate  instead  of  sedating  the  patient.  Dr.  Beddoe 
has  always  given  as  much  soup,  milk,  and  other  digestible  food,  as  the 
patient's  appetite  and  stomach  could  receive  (cannabis  does  not  dull  the 
appetite  as  opium  often  does);  and  has  never  given  alcoholic  stimulants 
except  when  t^e  quality  of  the  pulse  distinctly  indicated  them. — Rank- 
ing Abstract, — Leavenworth  Medical  Herald, 

Chestnl'T  Leaves  in  Pertussis. — In  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Ob- 
server, Dr.  J:  S.  Unzicker,  of  Cincinnati,  reports  the  use  of  a  decoction 
of  leaves  of  the  chestnut,  Castanea  Visca,  in  whooping-cough.  He 
says : 

I  have  givtni  it  a  fair  trial  in  about  thirty  eases,  and  feel  satisfied  in 
saying  that  at  last  a  remedy  is  found  to  cope  with  this  disease.  In  aU 
of  these  cases  It  gave  decided  relief  the, first  two  weeks.-  The  cOugh  is 
cut  siiort,  and  patients  rest  easier  through  nights,  and  the  decline  of  all 
symptoms  from  that  time  on  is  very  rapid.  My  method  of  using  it  is 
as  follows  :  Take  from  3  iij  to  3  iv  of  the  leaves  to  the  pint  of  water ; 
let  it  come  to  a  boil,  then  pour  the  whole  into  a  teapot,  without  strain- 
ing, and  Jet  them  drink  occasionally,  either  cold  or  warm,  and  as  much 
as  they  will,  through  the  day  and  at  bedtime.  Children,  I  find,  like  to 
drink  it,  even  without  sugar,  which  I  consider  best,  and  have  that  way 
administered  it  to  infants  without  the  least  difficulty. — Half- Yearly 
Compendium  of  Medical  Science. 

Tonic  with  Cod  Oil. — Dr.  Adolphus,  of  Michigan,  {Med,  and  Surg, 
Reporter,)  recommends  a  formula  for  the  combination  of  a  tonic  with 
cod  oil,  which  he  has  employed  with  marked  success,  in  obviating  the 


90  frequently  oeoasioned  bj  the  medicine  in  its  simple  form. 
ItiturMie  2^  oz.  Chlorate  of  potass,  with  6  oz.  Glycerin,  and  add  14  oz. 
suft  water,  aiding  tlie  solution  by  heat.  Dissolve  three  grains  S^tryoh- 
nla  in  2  oz.  Tine,  ferri  chlor.,  by  the  aid  of  heat,  and  add  it  to  the 
msxtitre,  together  with  8  oz.  Alcohol.  Give  a  tablespoonful  three  time* 
a  day.  "  Gentlemen  of  the  profession,"  says  he,  "  will  be  astonished 
A  the  marvelous  power  of  the  above  tonio  in  aiding  the  digestion  of 
cod  oil  in  strumous  cases,  consumption,  ^c." — Pacific  Med,  and  Surg, 
J&umal. 

PsospHATB  OP  Soda  in  Diarkhcba. — Dr.  William  Stephenson,  Ex- 
tttk  Physician  to  the  Koyal  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  reports  in  the 
Edinburgh  Journal  his  success  in  using  phosphate  of  soda  in  small  doses 
in  intestinal  trouble.  After  a  report  of  several  cases,  including  jatin- 
diee,  diarrhoea,  dyspepsia,  etc.,  he  concludes : — 

"  In  the  selection  of  the  eases  I  have  now  given,  I  trust  I  have  shown 
that  in  this  simple,  inexpensive  and  easily  administered  medicine,  we 
have  a  remedy  of  much  value.  It  may  be  given  continuously  to  the 
youngest  and  most  delicate  children  with  perfect  safety ;  and  in  so 
prescribing  it^  we  are  giving  a  salt  ot  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
general  economy  when  absorbed.  It  promotes  a  healthy  secretion  of 
bile,  and  of  itself  can  aid  in  the  assimilation  of  fatty  matter.  In 
regarding  the  cases  where  it  is  indicated,  one  cannot  but  be  struck  by 
the  similarity  which  exists  between  its  action  and  that  often  sought  by 
the  administration  of  gray  powder  *  in  alterative  doses.'  As  a  rule  for 
its  prescription,  I  am  in  the  habit  of  telling  my  students  that  whenever 
their  minds  suggest  the  ordering  of  hydrargyrum  cum  creta  as  an  altera- 
tive, they  should  try  first  the  phosphate  of  soda.  The  advantage*  of  the 
latter  over  the  former,  where  it  has  to  be  continued  for  some  time,  is 
patent  to  every  one.  Where  the  purgative  effect,  however,  is  desired, 
the  former  is  to  be  preferred.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  soon  the  use  of  the 
phosphate  will  displace  in  many  case  the  frequent  and  often  long- contin- 
ued use  of  the  dangerous  remedy. 

"  The  cases  in  which  1  now  recommend  it  are  chiefly  the  fallowing  : 
.  "  In  infants  who  are  being  artificially  reared,  and  who  are  liable  to 
frequent  derangement  of  the  bowels  ;  also  when  the  phosphatic  elements 
in  t^e  food  seem  deficient,  or  when  articles  of  food  rich  in  phosphates, 
sttdi  as  oat-meal,  disagree ;  where,  from  the  character  of  the  motions, 
there  is  a  deficient  or  defective  secretion  of  bile  It  is  thus  of  service 
in  cases  of  chalky  stools  or  v^  hite  fiuid  motions.  I  have  also  found  it 
of  service  in  many  oases  of  green  stools.     In  diarrhoea  generally,  it  is 
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more  difficult  to  distinguish  the  class  of  oases.     In  simple  diarrhoM^ 
such  as  we  frequently  meet  with  in  the  summer  months,  I  have  not 
found  it  of  much  service  alone,  although  it  may  be  of  use  when  glveir 
in  combination  with  other  remedies.     Ft  is  chief! v  in  that  class  of  cases 
which  is  more  properly  termed  duodenal  dyspepsia  that  it  is  of  benefit. 
Diarrhoea  afler  weaning  is  generally  of  this  nature,  and  the  cases  are^ 
often  chronic,  or  of  some  weeks'  standing,  the  mother  generally  having 
exhausted  her  own  and  the  nearest  druggist's  resources  before  applying 
for  advice.     It  is  also  of  service  in  some  cases  where  the  diarrhoea. 
is  due  to  some  general  cachexia." 

He  also  uses  it  with  adults  in  some  cases  of  constipation,  and  in  cases 
of  duodenal  dyspepsia.     He  likens  its  action  in  phthisis  to  that  of^ 
hypophosphite  of  soda. 

The  dose  for  children  is  four  to  ten  grains  in  the  food,  for  adults 
twenty  to  forty  drops  in  water,  and  taken  after  meals.     Too  small  doses  * 
fail  of  their  action. — Oincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer. 


Bromide  of  Potassium  in  Casks  of  Mania. — Dr.  Thompson,  of 
Dalkeith,  states  that  a  patient  of  his  who  had  suffered  from  puerperal 
mania,  after  her  first  confinement,  recovered  under  opium ;  after  her 
second  confinement  she  became  chronically  insane,  and  recovered  only 
when  removed  to  an  asylum  for  three  months.  When  pregnant  for  the 
third  timiB  (second  month)  she  became  again  insane,  and  recovered  in  a 
few  days  while  taking  scruple  doses  of  bromide  of  potassium  frequently, 
sleep  being  procured  only  after  still  fuller  doses  at  bedtime.  He  adds 
that  he  has  had  lately  a  case  of  acute  mania  in  a  male  where  opium  did 
good,  but  where  the  bromide  seemed  to  be  much  more  useful.  Although 
the  patient  improved  under  the  latter  medicine,  he  ultimately  succumbed 
to  the  disease.  He  had  only  in  one  other  case  seen  such  obstinate  refusal 
of  food — every  effort  to  get  food  over  being  followed  by  great  exhaus- 
tion. He  recommends  the  bromide  in  mania,  especially  where  opium, 
was  no  longer  advisable,  or  indeed  admissible,  t.  e.,  where  there  was  a 
weak  circulation  and  clammy  perspiration.  He  admitted  that  in  this 
last  condition,  in  certain  other  diseases,  opium  was  a  valuable  stimulant,, 
but  here  it  was  the  reverse. 

Dr.  Keiller  had  used  this  drug  largely  as  a  calmative,  and  had  found 
it  of  very  great  service  in  delirium  tremens  and  other  cases  in  which 
wakefulness  was  a  predominant  sympt^im. 

Dr.  Charles  Bell  thought  that  there  was  some  misunderstanding  aa 
to  what  might  be  called  a  lai^e  dose  of  bromide  of  potassium — ^the 


doses  yaryiog  from  five  grains  to  an  auuoe.  Dr.  Begbie  spoke  of  hall* 
drachm  doses,  he  believed. 

Sir  James  Simpson  said  some  patients  of  his  would  as  soon  think  of 
jiving  up  their  breakfast  as  their  bromide  while  laboring  under  fibroid 
tumors.  He  agreed  that  it«  action  should  be  watched,  for  although 
fifteen  yaars  had  elapsed  since  it  was  known,  still  there  was  room  for 
inquiry. 

Dr.  Burn  commended  'ts  use  in  fifteen  grain  doses  three  times  a  day. 
-^Proceedings  of  Edinburgh  ObetetricaJ  Society, — American  Journal 
of  Insanity, 

[Dr.  W.  E.  Brickell  and  myself  gave  a  patient  suffering  from  delir- 
ium tremens,  seven  ounces  of  bromide  of  potassium  in  thirty  hours, 
without  any  sensible  effect  that  I  could  notice.] — J.  D.  B. — New  Or- 
leans Journal  of  Medicine, —  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer, 

iFOOMPATIBILITr    OF    PoT.    lODID.    AND    PoTASS    ChLORAT. This  18   an 

important  point  in  practice,  for  in  syphilis,  to  act  at  the  same  time  upon 
the  ulceration  of  the  mouth  and  the  general  malady,  chlora.  potass,  and 
pot.  iodid.  are  frequently  given.  This  practice  is  dangerous,  as  has 
"h&m  demonstrated  by  M.  Vee ;  for  the  chlorate  of  potash,  absorbed 
simultaneously,  with  the  iodide  of  potassium,  may  part  with  its  oxygen, 
and  transform  into  the  iodate,  a  poisonous  agent.  The  recent  experienoe 
ci  M.  Melsens  proves  the  possibility  of  this  transformation. 

This  ought  to  suffice  to  prevent,  were  it  only  a  precautionary  meas- 
ure, the  simultaneous  administration  of  the  chlorate  of  potash  and  the 
ipdide  of  potassium. —  Qazeite  Medicale, —  Cincinnati  Lancet  ojnd  Ob- 
90n^r. 


•^-•' 


l^utmutp. 


ACONITUM  NAPELLUS; 

Aconite,    Monkshood. 

The  species  reeognized  by  the  United  States  PharmaoopcBia,  as  offic- 
inal, is  the  A.  Napellus.  The  whole  plant  is  possessed  of  medioinal 
properties.     The  leaves  and  root  are  generally  used  separately. 

medioal  fropsrtibs. 

A  powerful  narcotic.  Used  in  rheumatism,  neuralgia,  epilepsy,  pa- 
ratysia,  amaurosis,  8cr(5fula,  syphilis,  intermittent  fever,  dropsies,  dsa 


lift  7  he  J(nt¥mi '^/  milim  %kdi^ 

VttNikbte  AS  kn  ttnti  pbldgistic  retoiMy,  ^nd  in  dii^  6f  ^MH  WMUM 
ooBgestion  or  inflammation. 

PRBPARATI0K8. 

Solid  Extract Dose,  i-  to  1  grain. 

Fluid      "        "     2  to  8  drops. 

Pills ^,  ^f  and  1  grain. 

TINCTURE    OF   AOOIOTB. 

Fluid  Extract 2  ouneids. 

Diluted  Alcohol 14     " 

Do06 — ^Ten  to  twenty  drops  three  times  a  day. 

WINR    OF   JI0O19ITS. 

Fluid  Extract 2  ounces. 

Sherry  Wine 14    « 

Dose— Ten  to  twenty  drops. 

COMPOUND    WIKB    OF    ACONFTB. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Aconite 1  ounce. 

Antimonial  Wine 14    " 

Dose — Fifteen  to  twenty  drops,  till  the  desired  effect  is  produced. 

COMPOUND  PILLS   OF  ACO^'ITE. 

Solid  Extract  of  Aconite ^    dram. 

"  "  Stramonium 4  grains. 

Valerianate  of  quinia 1  scruple. 

Mix  and  divide  into  sixty  pills. 

Dose — One  pill  every  two  three  or  four  hours,  according  to  symp- 
toms. Used  in  nervous  irritability,  nervous  headache,  restlessness  iBOiA 
wakefulness. 

MIXTURE  OF  ACONITE  AND  VALERIAN. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Aconite ^  dram, 

"  "  Valerian ^  ounce. 

Syrup i       " 

Water 4       " 

Liq.   Ammonia  Acet 1       " 

Dose — Four  drams  every  two  hours. 

Used  in  nervous  gout. — Richter. 

PILLS  OP  ACONITB  AND  DOVBr's  PoWdBR. 

Solid  Extract  of  Aconite 6  grains. 

Dover's  Powder 12     " 

S)'rup Suffidiiftlit. 

Make  six  pills.     Take  one  three  times  a  day  in  chronic  rheuid^ 


• 


tuma.     Each  pill  contama  one  gr^jn  of  Aconite  and  two  grains  DoTer^s 
Powder. 

IN    OASTRAitQIA. 

l^oturse  Aconiti* 1  fluid  dram. 

Sod8&  Carbonatis 2^      *• 

Magnesise  Sulphatis 2^  ounces. 

Aquae  destillatse 6  fluid    " 

Make  a  mixture :    a  tablespoonful  to  be  taken  when  the  pain  is 
m^ent. 

IN   ACUTE   RHEUMATISM    AND   NSURALOIA. 

Tincturse  Aconiti 5  minims. 

Mistursa  Camphorse 1  fluid  ounce. 

Make  a  draught  to  be  taken  every  fourth  hour  until  the  suflTering 
is  mitigated.     (Its  eflects  must  be  carefully  wa|;ched  ) 

IN    RHEUMATIC    PAINS,    <bO. 

Extr.  Aconiti  Alcoholici 1  grain. 

Pulveris  Glycyrrhizee 12    " 

Syrupi  simplicis q.  s. 

Mix :  make  into  six  pills. 

IN    PAINFUL    GOUT,   WITH    FEVBr! 

Fluid  Extract!  Acorati 4  fluid  drams. 

Vini  Antim.  Potassio-tart .  1^       " 

Mix  :  from  fifteen  to  twenty  drops  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 

IN    CHRONIC    GOUT. 

Fluid  Extracti  Aconiti 3  fluid  drams. 

Tinctures  Guaiaci 2      " 

Vini  Colchici  sem 1^  ounces. 

Mix :  fifteen  drops  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 

IN    PAPULOUS    AFFECTIONS    OF    THE    SKIN. 

Extracti  Aconiti  Alcoholici 15  grains. 

"      Taraxici 15      " 

Pulv.  GlycyrrhizsB q.  s. 

Mix  with  great  care,  and  divide  the  mass  into  forty  pills,  of  which 
one  or  two  may  be  taken  every  morning  and  night. 

IN    RHEUMATISM. 

Tlncturae  Aconiti  (Ph.  L.) • 1  fluid  dram. 

Linimenti  Saponis 6    "        " 

'Hsk]f,&  a  liniinent,  to  be  rubbed,  on  the  painful  joint  at  bedta|)E^« 
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IN   THRBATEKBO   ABORTION. 

Unoturffi  Aooniti, 

Tinoturse  BelladonnsB,  ana 2  fluid  drams. 

Aquffi  Rosae 4    *^    ounoes. 

Mix :  make  an  embrocatioiL     Let  two  fluid  drams  be  rubbed  over 
the  sacrum,  groiDS,  dej. 

IN    NBURALGIO   PAINS. 

Tlncturse  Aconiti 1  fluid  dram. 

AqusB  destillatse 1     "    ounce. 

Make  an  embrocation. 

AS    A   COUNTBR  IRRITANT   AND   SBDATIYE. 

TinctuFffl  Aconiti 4  fluid  drams. 

Fluid  Extracti  Belladonnse 4    "        •' 

Linim.  Camphorse  Comp ...» 2^  fluid  ounces. 

Make  a  liniment. 

N. 

IN  OU>  RflBUMATIC   PAINS,   NBURALOIA,   StO, 

Linim.  Saponin 2  ounces. 

Tmct,  Aconiti  (Ph.  L.) 1  dram. 

Mix :  make  a  liniment. 


I  •  ^>  ■  I 
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HENRY  H.  CHILDS,  M,  D. 

Died — In  Boston,  March  22,  Hbnrt  Halsbt  Childs,  M.  D.,  of  Pitts- 
field,  Mass.,  aged  84.       • 

By  the  death  of  Dr.  Childs,  Pittsfleld  has  lost  a  highly  gifted, 
eminently  useful  and  estimable  citizen,  a  truly  Christian  physician  and 
oonsistent  man;  the  medical  profession  a  prominent  and  respected 
member,  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments.  As  a  physician  his  character 
will  long  be  cherished  and  revered.  By  observation,  study,  and  expe- 
rience, he  improved  his  intellectual  faculties  and  accumulated  a  vast 
amount  of  practical  knowledge,  which,  together  with  his  remarkable 
powers  of  diagnosis,  correct  judgment,  profound  skill  and  pathological 
discrimination,  amply  qualifled  him  for  almost  any  emergency,  as  well 
for  the  many  exalted  positions  he  filled  in  society,  as  in  the  profession 
of  his  choice.  As  a  physician,  few  held  to  such  an  extent  the  implicit 
<x>afldence  and  friendship  of  their  medical  brethren ;  his  reputation  for 
ability  and  skill  was  not  circumscribed  by  his  own  county,  but  extended 
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Into  thofie  adjacent,  where  he  was  frequently  called  in  coii8»ultHtioii  in 
oases  of  doubt  and  emergency.  He  was  regarded  the  Nestor  of 
medical  science  of  this  whole  region.  As  a  citizen,  he  was  spirited, 
patriotic,  active  and  generous,  and  .in  all  his  transactions  of  business, 
private  or  public,  strict  honesty  and  uncompromising  rectitude  marked 
his  deeds.  As  a  Christian,  he  was  zealous  and  devoted  to  his  Master's 
work,  and  his  name  is  embalnied  i..  a  pyramid  of  facts  and  good  deeds, 
which  will  endure  long  after  the  marble  monument  shall  crumble  and 
the  record  of  existence  it  can  secure,  shall  perish. 

His  years  have  been  many  and  full  of  usefulness,  nor  can  it  be  said 
of  him,  as  of  many  others,  that  he  had  outlived  his  usefulness.  For 
although  more  than  eighty  years  of  age,  still,  till  within  a  very  short 
time  prior  to  his  death,  he  retained  his  firm  step,  erect  position,  strength 
of  intellect,  and  energy  of  conversation,  and  participated  in  the  active 
duties  of  life.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Societies  of  the  Berkshire 
District,  Mass.,  and  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  held  in  this  place,  Sep 
tember,  1867,  Dr.  Childs  was  called  to  preside,  and  exhibited  all  the 
animation  and  energy  of  his   youthful  days. 

We  were  intimately  acquainted  with  the  subject  of  these  remarks  for 
mor^  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise,  and  the 
closer  and  more  varied  the  nature  our  relations  assumed,  the  deeper  and 
more  abiding  grew  our  admiration  of  the  man  and  our  respect  for  his 
ability  as  a  practitioner. 

The  Berkshire  County  Eagle  contains  the  following  brief  but  compre- 
hensive abstract  of  his  history,  taken  from  an  exchange : — 

"Henry  Halsey  Childs  was  born  in  this  town,  June  7th,  1783, where 
he  fitted  for  college.  He  graduated  with  honor  at  Williams  in 
1802,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  father. 
Dr.  Timothy  Childs,  a  distinguished  physician  of  that  day.  The  son 
early  rose  to  distinction  in  his  profession,  and  chiefly  through  his 
instrumentality  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institute,  with  whose  interests 
his  life  and  name  were  identified,  was  founded  in  this  town,  in  the 
year  1822,  of  which  he  was  in  1837  chosen  president,  filling  that  office 
imtil  the  time  of  his  death.  Up  U)  this  time  the  institution  had  been 
connected  with  and  was  under  the  patronage  of  Williams  College,  when 
the  Legislature,  upon  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  former,  dissolved 
its  oonnection  with  the  latter,  and  constituted  the  Berkshire  Medical 
College  an  independent  institution,  with  power  to  confer  degrees.  Soon 
the  number  of  applicants  greatly  increased,  so  that  under  Dr.  Childs' 
Bdministration,  the  average  number  of  students  rose  to  100.  The  grad- 
uates of  the  College  are  numbered  by  thousands,  including  some  of  the 
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most  eminent  physicians  of  the  UnioDj  all  of  whom  will  shed  the  teM^ 
of  sincere  regret  at  the  loss  of  the  founder  of  their  Alma  Mater,  who99 
beautiful  diplomas,  bearing  the  lifelike  portrait  of  Dr.  Childs,  are  thus 
rendered  doubly  precious. 

"  Dr.  Childs  was  a  democratic  politician  of  considerable  note,  and  had 
probably  attended  every  State  convention  of  the  party  held  within  the 
last  half  century.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1820,  and  introduced  the  amendment,  which  was  voted 
down,  to  do  away  with  the  compulsory  support  of  religion ;  and  he 
also  very  warmly  advocated  the  substitution  of  population  for  property 
as  a  basis  of  senatorial  representation.  He  represented  the  town  in  the 
Legislatures  of  1816  and  1827.  was  State  senator  in  1837,  and  in  1848 
filled  the  office  of  lieutenant  governor  of  the  commonwealth.  His 
politics  did  not  interfere  with  his  patriotism,  which,  in  the  last  rebellion, 
was  so  great  that  he  actually  volunteered  at  one  of  the  public  meetings 
held  in  the  park,  although  he  was  at  the  time  over  80  years  of  age. 

"  But  far  above  his  medical  and  political  acquirements,  shone  Dr. 
Childs'  character,  as  an  active  and  faithful  Christian.  In  1821,  he  bo- 
came  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  church,  of  Pittsfield,  now 
Dr.  Todd's,  in  which  he  has  filled  the  office  of  deacon  since  November 
21,  1850.  For  two  years  he  was  president  of  the  Berkshire  Bible 
society.  His  energy  and  zeal,  his  kindness  and  courtesy  of  manner, 
and  the  unusual  vigor  with  which  he  engaged  in  every  good  word  and 
work,  justly  entitle  him  to  a  very  high  place  in  the  church,  and  a  no 
less  deserved  name  as  a  Christian  gentleman." 

It  may  well  be  said  of  him,  "  let  the  example  of  such  men — the 
fathers  of  our  profession — as  they  pass  away,  be  ever  cherished." 


PLASTICS :  A  new  Classification  and  a  brief  Exposition  of  Plastia 

Surgery.     A  Reprint  from  a  Report  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
Illinois  State  Medical  Society  for  1867.     By  David  Prince,  M,  D. 
Philadelphia  :  Lindsay  (k  Blakiston. 
This  is  a  work  of  96  pages,  is  attractively  bound,  printed  on  excel- 
lent paper,  and  contains  a  large  number  of  finely  executed  engravings. 
We  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  it  the  most  complete  monograph 
and  practical  treatise  on  Plastic  Surgery  that  has  come  under  our  notice. 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  Names^  Tovon^ 
county  and  State,  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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VERATRUM  VIRIDE. 

(American  Hellebore,) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,  IC  D. 


Natural  Order,  Melotnthacea, 

According  to  the  artificial  classification,  yeratrxun  belongs  to 

•  class  HexandricL,  order  IHgynia,    Veratrum  was  placed  by  Lin- 

nasus  m  class  Polygamia  and  order  Monoecia,  on  account  of  the 

f  ciiyersity  of  iia  fiowera    This  class  is  now  omitted,  and  this  genus 

is  transferred  to  the  sixth  class  and  third  order. 

Generic  Character. — Polygamous  or  dioecious. 
/  Calyx  none ;  corol  6-parted  or  O-petalled,  sessile,  spreading, 
without  glands ;  capsules  S-lobed,  many-seeded.     (The  slaminate 
flowern  have  the  rudiment  of  a  pistil) 

Specific  Character — ^Flowers  numerous,  in  compound  ra- 
cemes, axillary,  and  terminal ;  foiming  a  sort  of  panicle ;  green ; 
flowers  in  June ;  root  perennial ;  bracts  of  the  branches  lance- 
obloBg,  the  bract  of  the  flower  longer  than  the  sub-pubescent  ped- 

11 
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uncles ;   leaves  broad-ovate,    plaited,    many-nerved.     Stem    from 
three  to  five  feet  high. 

Popular  Names. — In  diflfereat  localities  it  is  known  by  the 
name  of  swamp  hellebore,  meadow  poke,  Indian  poke,  itch  weed, 
green  hellebore,  &c. 

Habitat.— Indigenous  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  from 
Canada  to  Georgia,  in  damp  situations. 

History. — As  a  medicine;  and  also  as  a  poison,  this  plant  was 
known,  from  all  accounts  by  the  aborigines  of  America  previous 
to  its  settlement  by  Europeans.  Joseelyn,  in  his  voyage  to  New 
England,  soon  after  the  first  settlement,  informs  us  that  the  young 
Indians  had  a  custom  of  electing  their  chiefe,  in  wliich  this  plant 
was  used.  A  portion  of  the  root  was  repeatedly  given  to  each 
person,  and  the  individual  whose  stomach  was  least  aflfected  by  its 
deleterious  influence,  was  regarded  **as  the  strongest  of  the  party 
and  entitled  to  command  the  rest."  Kalm  remarks  at  the  time  of 
his  travels,  that  the  inhabitants  of,  this  country  used  a  decoction  of 
this  plant  externally  for  cm-ing  scorbutic  affections,  and  for  the 
destruction  of  vermin.  It  was  used  at  the  time  of  his  travels,  also 
^  protect  cornfields  against  birds,  which  devooi*  the  grain  after 
.planting  The  late  Dr.  TuUy,  of  New  Haven,  and  other  New  Eng- 
land physicians  extolled  this  remedy  in  certain  diseases  nearly  half 
a  century  ago.  Dr.  Osgood's  essay  on  this  agent  appeared  in  1835. 
Dr.  W.  C.  Norwood,  a  former  student  of  Dr.  Tully,  published  an 
.account  of  his  experience  with  veratrum  in  1850,  since  which  it 
^as  been  very  extensively  employed  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 
Dr.  D.  L.  McGugin,  President  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  De- 
partanent,  Iowa  TJniverBity,  remarics  in  a  paper  published  in  the 
Journal  of  MxterWrY,  1,  p.  107:  "Now,  al&ooigh  this  is  no  new 
remedy^  yet  much  credit  is  due -to  Dr.  Norwood  for  giv&ig  it  a 
more  extended  usefulness  in  tJie  treatment  of  tnost  of  *the  diseases 
of  a  sthenic  tjrpe,  and)  ohayaoterized  Iby  increased  arterial  aofcion. 
S^  sucoess  induced  *  tHe^  profession  to  make  a  trial  of  its  vii'^aes, 
$sod  sacb  has  been  the  woovded  ^xpenemj6e  of  those  whoha^e 
written  upon  it,  of  its  efficiencj^,  'cer^amty  andprompti^udeof  acftkm, 
that  the  profeaaioniall  ovjea^the  co^uDHafy  aa^  a»toti[fi^Jed  with  the^de^^l- 
opments.  No<:ttie  misdiicinalag^iit^  so  fer  us  I  am  avrare,  has^tis- 
tained  itai^  so :  weQ^  6v  pitwdosced  better  tesic^ks  in  >the  tima  It 
9^emed  to  fill  u  itequiwiiiieeitiwhieh  all  felt,  but  ever  Mted  to  fiiid 


.mofcythiog  to  aaswer."  More  credit  is  due  to  Dr.  Tully  than  mj 
Gtiner  physician  for  the  knowledge  we  possess  of  the  medical  prqp- 
Arties  and  th^apeutics  of  veratnun.  The  author  was  an  £^ttendant 
lof  his  lectures,  several  college  terms  between  thirty-five  and  forty 
jeti®  ago,  and  then  Dr.  T.  appeared  to  understand  the  virtues  ^f 
this  ^ig^nt  quite  as  well  as  any  physician  of  the  present  day.  Prob- 
Ably  this  remedy  has  been  more  extensivdy  employed  during  the 
last  ten  or  fifteen  yeaas  than  any  other  agent  in  the? materia  med* 
ica,  and  also  used  in  a  greater  variety  of  diseases.  No  reimiedy  is 
more  reliable* or  prompt  in? its  Jwtion.  In  a  paper  reported  ]by 
Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  in.iftd  and  Surg.  Eeporter\  .after  stating 
Ae  experience  of  many  distinguished  physicians  relative  to  the 
«ee  of  .this  agent,  Dr.  A.  observe :  "  We  contend,  from  the  vja^t 
:ittmy  of  &cte,  and  our  own  limited  e^^perience,  that  yeratrupa  w}- 
ride  is  nqt,  in,  any  way,  a  doubtfiil  or  dangerous  lep^y,  but,  pn 
the  contrary^  so  reliable .  that,  wiien  given  in  the  proper  dose,  ai^d 
witii  ordinary  case  rog^uisitein  the  .administration  of  the  vast  nxa- 
^ority  of  medioines,  it  will  never  fail  to  produce  upon  the  circulft- 
itioo  its  characteristic  effects,"  No,  instance  of  iatal  |K)isoning  by 
.  it  has  been  recorded ;  no  doubt  the  yonviting  produced  is  a  ^gr^t 
sa&guard  (Braithwaite). 

fl(EDicuL  PsoPEBTiEa-— Emetic,  powerful  arterial.^edative,  di- 

Jiu^etiQ,  acrid  narcotiC)  moderately  cathartic,  alterative,  irritant,  mA. 

^sternutatory.    Some  claun  foriit^tsrtUl,  additional  pK>perties,  vi^, 

jQQQdlvent,  antiipBoiiC)  cholagcgue,'  expectorant^  diaphorjetic,  and  em- 

meiiagQgue  powers.  .  Its  sedative  action  relative  to  other  agents  of 

itbe<(3ame  Glass,^is  fiilly  examined  by  Dr.  Cutter.    Qompared  with 

-mneseetipn,  he  i^emarks,  ithas,  the  advantage  of  not  impairing  the 

iqjQiUty  of  the  Uqpd  by  a  direct  withdrawal  of  a  portion  of.  its 

.  <9olid  ^And  fluid  covistitaents,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  it  eqyuaUy 

viaip^lSAtJae.J^rce  of  tl^  airculatJDn,  >amd  e^qerts  a  sedative  influence 

iipB^tt^.  nervous  system.    Ck)inpa]:ed  with  digitalis,  it  is  safe,  prompt 

umdnot  emnulalive    .Cbmpired  with;  antixoohy,  Ite  efie^.^are  not 

t>aa^peaaiiaaattntj:i»it  it  does  not  seemr  to  directly^  ch^oge:  thechairaeler 

uofHih6iUK»d,  anditdoe8ho<it)\iige(W^  .     . ) 

•^5ft WAPBU^O: UfB&^lKiriiAi0ic^Ti«ff^& — Ro£  €r,  B.  Wood  ob- 

>4Krre«,'Sfi  X![a!(^\6d^'fby rlffifma^^^  a 

4»dative,  and  not  probably  by  changing  the  character  of  the  blood ; 

it  should  not,  therefoarpj  be5U^d .!» tb«  exiBlusionr<rf;the  la?aoet^,and 
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other  measures  calculated  to  meet  the  latter  indicatioiL  But  when 
the  state  of  the  system  does  not  admit  of  depletion,  it  may  some- 
times, doubtless,  be  employed  with  advantage.  This  remark  ap- 
phes  to  the  phlegmasise  generally,  excluding  gastric  inflammatioit 
In  cases  requiring  the  use  of  the  lancet,  a  less  amount  of  blood 
will  be  found  necessary  to  be  taken,  if  this  agent  be  subsequently 
administered  judiciously,  and  a  repetition  of  the  lancet  seldom 
required.  Many  physicians,  however,  regard  veratrum  as  sufficient 
to  subdue  inflammatory  action,  and  therefore,  exclude  the  use  of 
the  lancet  in  all  casea  Dr.  G.  S.  Bishop,  a  physician  favorably 
known  to  the  profession,  testifies  to  its  eminent  services  in  inflam- 
matory  action  after  surgical  operations.  He  gave  this  remedial 
agent  to  a  medical  student  injured  about  the  face  and  neck  by  the 
explosion  of  fireworks.  He  saw  him  two  hours  after  the  accident, 
and  applied  glycerin  and  lime-water  to  the  bums,  and  gave  eight 
drops  of  the  tincture  veratri  viridis  every  two  hours.  The  next 
morning  his  pulse  had  fellen  from  100  to  51.  He  had  taken  forty 
drops  of  the  medicine,  having  omitted  two  doses  on  account  of 
nausea  He  continued  to  take  enough  to  keep  his  pulse  about  60 
for  thirty -six  hours,  by  the  end  of  which  time  that  portion  of  the 
bum  which  was  merely  reddened,  had  resumed  its  natiural  color, 
'  and  that  which  was  vesicated  was  pale,  and  healing  rapidly.  From 
the  time  that  the  sedative  influence  of  the  veratrum  became 
established,  he  felt  no  pain.  Dr.  B.  mentions  several  other  cases,* 
and  remarks :  "  In  fractures  I  oidinarily  give  it  four  or  five  days, 
and  find  that  there  is  much  less  pain  and  swelling  at  the  seat  of 
injury  than  is  generally  seen  in  tiiese  cases — ^the  fractures  uniting 
just  as  readily  and  the  patient's  comforts  being  greatly  increased 
thereby.  After  surgical  operations,  where  I  wish  to  avoid  inflam- 
mation and  promote  union  by  the  first  intention,  I  usually  resort 
to  veratrum  viride,"    Dr.  U.  G.  Mitchell  Walker,  {SouOv&rn  Med, 

arid  Surg,  e/owmaft  considers  veratrum  an  excellent  adjuvant  to 
the  lancet  His  dose  is  from'  four  to  five  drops  every  hour,  in- 
creasing one  drop  each  dose  tiU  the  patient  is  under  its  influence. 
Of  veratrin,  its  active  principle,  Dr.  C5oe  says :  "  Veratrin  is  of 
exceeding  utility  in  the  treatment  of  meningitis,  phrenitis,  hydro- 
cephalus, and  cerebral  difficulties  generally.    We  have  seen  some 


*  Keport  of  "W.  B.  Atkinson,  Med.  Jour,,  y,  4,  p.  149. 
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of  the  most  severe  and  desperate  cases  recover  under  its  timely 
and  persevering  administration.  The  patient  must  be  kept  folly 
under  its  influence,  until  every  vestige  of  inflammatory  action  has 
subsided.  Inflammatory  affections  of  every  kind,  and  particularly 
when  of  a  hypersthenic  character,  afford  indications  for  the  em- 
ployment of  veratrin." 

Pneumonia. — ^No  remedy,  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  is 
capable  of  folfilling  so  many  indications  with  safety,  certainty,  and 
uniformity  of  action  as  veratrum.  In  the  treatment  of  pneumonia, 
no  remedy  is  so  prompt  in  its  action,  and  none  can  claun  a  com- 
parison with  it  in  value.  Dr.  S.  Peters,  of  Crescent,  N.  Y.,  in  a 
paper  published  in  the  Jour,  of  Mat  Med,,  v.  8,  p.  183,  says  that 
his  first  experience  in  the  use  of  veratrum  occurred  in  April,  1855. 
He  selected  a  case,  the  subject  of  which  was  a  man  about 
twenty-eight  years  old,  of  spare  form,  and  thin  chest,  whose  mother 
had  previously  died  of  phthisis.  His  right  lung  was  extensively 
inflamed,  and  he  (the  Doct.)  believes  that  under  ordinary  treatment 
the  patient  would  not  have  survived.  He  made  a  perfect  recovery, 
not,  however,  without  encountering  great  danger.  Soon  after  this, 
Dr.  P.,  says :  it  was  made  use  of  in  other  cases,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  scarcely  passed  a  day  without  having  it  in  his  posses- 
sion. The  number  of  cases  he  has  treated  with  it  cannot  be  given. 
He  says  it  is,  however,  not  small,  and  although  he  has  depended 
on  it  in  every  one,  except  infants  of  a  few  months,  not  one  has 
proved  fatal  This  success  may,  perhaps,  be  partially  attributed  to 
the  fact  (he  says)  that  there  have  happened  in  connection  with  the 
cases,  no  serious  complications.  He  remarks,  that  children  and 
adults  of  various  ages,  from  two  to  eighty  years,  and  of  almost 
every  grade  of  constitution,  have  been  subjected  to  its  action,  and 
the  result  has  been  perfect  recov^,  so  far  as  he  is  aware,  in  every 
instance.  Such  testimony  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  veratrum 
in  the  treatment  of  this  malady.  Hundreds  of  physicians  join 
with  Dr.  P.,  in  giving  similar  evidence  relative  to  the  use  of  this 
agent  in  pneumonia.  Drs.  Stills  and  Waring  encourage  its  em- 
ployment Dr.  Peters  used  this  remedy  in  moderate  doses,  cau- 
tiously, and  well  timed.  He  orders  four  drops  every  three  hours, 
and  increases  one  drop  every  fourth  dose,  till  vomiting  ensues, 
or  the  pulse  becomes  reduced  in  frequency,  or  perspiration  is  in- 
duced :  in  either  case,  to  diminish  the  dose  shghtly.     Administered 
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in  this  way,  he  has  never  observed  any  of  its  alarming  effects, 
spoken  of  by  some  writers,  althongh,  he  has  persevered  with  it  for 
days  uninterruptedly.  Dr.  P.  closes  his  very  interesting  paper  on 
this  subject  as  follows :  "  I  have  been  particularly  gratified  with  its 
favorable  action.  To  observe  it  softening  and  cooling  the  stirface^ 
bathing  it  in  free  perspiration,  removing  gradually  the  anxious  ex- 
pression of  countenance,  promoting  free  and  easy  expectoration, 
and  all  with  a  certainty  of  action  that  can  be  realized  of  few  other 
remedies,  is  surely  enough  to  demand  the  confidence  of  every  ob- 
server."— {Amer,  Med-  Times), 

Dr.  Cutter,  Bickard,  and  Ingalls,  committee  Middlesex  Medical 
Society  to  report  on  this  remedy,  say  "  that  the  veratrum  viride  is 
one  of  our  best  (if  not  the  best)  arterial  sedatives."  They  say 
furthermore :  "  The  time  has  most  surely  gone  by  when  the  value  of 
veratinim  viride,  as  a  medicinal  agent,  is  to  be  regarded  as  hypo- 
thetical. It  has  been  used  by  thousands  of  physicians  fiilly  compe- 
tent to  make  observations  with  discrimination  and  sound  judgment. 
The  strongest  and  most  conclusive  testimony  relative  to  its  great 
value  comes  fi'om  those  who  have  used  it  the  most,  and  who  are, 
therefore,  the  best  prepared  to  express  an  opinion."  These  gentle- 
men observe  in  the  couree  of  their  able  reports :  "  It  matters  little 
who  now  remains  skeptical  in  respect  to  the  great  value  of  ver- 
atrum viride  as  a  medicinal  agent  It  has  been  used  extensively, 
and  has  vindicated  the  reputation  given  it,  to  the  satisfaction  and 
admiration  of  intelligent  men  all  over  the  country,  and  supplied  a 
want  that  nothing  hitherto  has  done.  The  chief  diseases  in  which 
it  was  employed  by  those  reporting  in  Answer  to  the  request  of  the 
Committee,  were  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  scarlet  and  remittent  fevers, 
measles,  asthma,  convulsions,  ovaritis,  metritis,  affections  of  the 
breasts,  and  in  fact,  in  most  of  the  cases  in  which  excessive  heart 
action  indicated  a  sedative  or  relaxant"  Ini;he  treatment  of  pneu- 
monia with  veratrum,  other  remedies  are  not  necessarily  precluded, 
the  author  has  frequently  alternated  aconite  with  it  every  four 
hours  with  good  results.  Stimulants  are  not  to  be  neglected  wben 
indicated ;  counter  imtants,  etc. 

Acute  Rheumatism. — Waring  remarks  that  veratrum  is  said 
to  possess  great  powers  in  acute  rheumatism,  when  employed  with 
a  due  regard  to  the  necessity  of  depletion.  He  says  that  it  may 
often  be  advantageously  associated  with  opiates,  and  should  be 
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given  in  small  doses  so  as  to  obtain  its  sedative  witliout  its  nausea- 
ting effects^  and  the  quantity  can  be  increased  as  the  stomach  is 
found  able  to  tolerate  it  In  chronic  rheumatism  it  has  also  been 
extolled,  but  it  is  not  so  effectual  as  in  the  acute  form  (W).  The 
the  same  author  remarks:  "It  is  thought  to  be  pai'ticulariy 
adapted  for  the  Neuralgic  forms  of  Bheumatism.  Benefit  has  been 
derived  from  it  in  various  forms  of  Neuralgia^  especially  when  it 
occurs  in  gouty  and  rheumatic  patients.  In  Go-ut,  accoixling  to 
Dr.  Tiilly,  it  is  sufficient  to  effect  a  cure  in  the  majority  of  cases. 
He  considers  it  better  adapted  for  the  gout  of  feeble  constitutions 
than  colchicum,  because  less  apt  to  weaken  l)y  exhausting  operation 
on  the  bowels." 

In  .a  clinical  lecture  delivered  1)y  M.  Bouchut,  at  the  Hopital 
Stc.  Eug6hie,  the  employment  of  veratria  in  the  treatment  of  rheu- 
matic fever  in  children  is  strongly  advocated.  M.  Bouchut,  whose 
opportunities  for  testing  any  novel  method  of  medication  are  so  ex- 
tensive, comes  fonvard  with  thirty  cases  of  acute  rheumatism,  in 
wliich  veratria  has  proved  sufficient  for  the  cure  of  the  malady 
in  from  three  to  twelve  days,  the  amelioration  setting  in  on  the 
second  or  third  day  of  its  administration.  One  of  the  most  remark- 
able effects  of  the  action  of  veratria  in  rheumatic  fever  is  tlie  rapid 
fall  of  the  pulse ;  whatever  its  frequency,  the  diminution  under  the 
use  of  this  drug  is  most  marked,  the  pulse  falling  to  sixty,  or  even 
^fty,  becoming,  almost  thready  and  imperceptible,  without  causing 
to  the  patient  any  feeling  of  malaise.  This  abatement  of  the  cir- 
cnlation  M.  Bouchut  considers  as  the  signal  for  the  dimunition  of 
the  (loses.  With  regard  to  the  effect  of  veratria  on  the  heart  com- 
plications, this  is  probably  indirect,  and  due  to  the  annihilation  of 
the  rli<^umatic  poison.  Besides  its  hifluence  on  the  pulse,  •  this 
medicine  may,  if  given  in  too  lai'ge  quantities,  irritate  the  mucous 
menihTanes,  and  produce  vomithig,  diaiThoea,  and  colic.  The  doses 
should  therefore  be  small,  and  the  ordinary  formula  recommended 
^,  veratria  and  extract  of  opium,  one  grain  each,  to  be  divided  into 
ten  pills,  of  which  two  pills  are  to  be  given  the  firet  day,  three  the 
^second,  four  the  thiixi,  five  the  fourth,  and  so  on,  increasing  one 
pdl  each  day  until  the  condition  of  the  pulse,  or  the  initation  ot 
the  mucous  membrane  compels  a  diminution.  The  difference  of 
pnce  in  hospital  practice  between  the  use  of  vemtria  and 
that  of  qiiinia  is  of  course,  one  point  of  comparison  in  which 
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the  advantage  remains  very  decidedly  with  the  former;  add  to 
which,  in  a  therapeutical  aspect,  veratria  is  perfectly  innocent 
of  those  charges  of  exciting  rheumatic  determination  to  the  mem- 
branes of  the  brain,  which  in  some  measure  appears  to  ha\e  been 
justly  adduced  against  quinia  since  the  employment  of  large  doses 
of  this  drug  has  come  into  fashion.  {Lancet  and  Dublin  Medical 
Press;  Med,  and  Surg.  Reporter,)  Colchicum,  opium,  or  alkalies 
may  often  be  found  beneficial  in  this  malady  alternated  with  vera- 
:trum.  Dr.  G..M.  Staples,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  has  left  us  a  good 
record  of  this  agent ;  he  mentions  rheumatism  as  one  of  the  diseases, 
in  which  this  remedy  has  been  generally  prescribed.  He  asserts, 
that  in  disease,  the  influence  of  this  drug  as  a  nervous  sedative  is 
more  apparent  in  allaying  nervous  irritability,  while  it  displays  its 
alterative  effects  in  improving  the  secretions,  rendering-  the  mouth 
moist,  and  increasing  eliminative  action.  The  last  function,  men- 
tioned, that  of  elimination,  is  highly  necessary  in  rheumatic  affec- 
ions.  Dr.  A.  P.  Pattee  has  famished  an  able  paper  on  the  thera- 
peutical properties  of  this  agent,  ^nd  rheumatism  is  mentioned,  as 
a  disease  in  which  this  drug  may  be  advantageously  employed. 
The  Londcm  Lancet  contains  a  paper,  written  by  Dr.  Handfield 
•Jones,  in  which  he  says  he  thinks  it  well  worthy  of  more  extensive 
trial  by  the  profession,  and  he  is  much  inclined  to  hope  that  ver- 
atrum  will  prove  a  substantial  addition  to  our  means  of  controlling 
inflammatory  disease.  He  remarks :  "  Certainly  veratrum  viride 
is  no  placebo,  and  will  only  find  feivor  with  the  partizans  of  active 
interference.  Those  who  have  witnessed  its  action  will,  I  think, 
find  it  hard  to  believe  that  acute  disease  is  never  curable  by  depress- 
ing measures,  or  that  expectant  practice  is  always  advisable. '' 

Typhoib  or  Enteric  Fever. — Veratrum  is  strongly  recom- 
mended by  many  physicians  in  tliis  fever.  This  agent  has  been 
condemned  by  some  in  this  affection,  on  the  ground  that  we  have 
already  a  weak  feeble  pulse,  and  the  veratrum  would  only  make  it 
weaker.  Dr.  Gr.  M.  Staples  remarks  relative  to  this :  *^  Now  any 
observer  who  has  carefdlly  noted  the  action  of  the  hellebore  has 
discovered  that  the  pulse  as  it  was  reduced  in  frequency  became- 
fuller  and  stronger,  while  the  fact  that  it  causes  nervous  sedation 
•should  not  be  lost  sight  o£"  Dr.  J.  W.  H.  Barker,  in  his  report  on 
^new  remedies,  for  the  Iowa  State  Med  Society,  1868,  observes : 
**"This  remedy  as  an  arterial  sedative  since  its  first  introduction  into 


Bates — On   Veratrum   Viride,  169 

general  use,  about  eight  years  since,  has  not  been  over-rated,  and 
it  is  said  to  possess  some  alterative  powers.''  Dr.  B.  states  that  the 
use  of  this  remedy  in  active  inflammatory  diseases  has  become  very 
general ;  and  closes  his  remarks  by  saying  that  he  has  seen  the  most 
marked  benefit  result  fix>m  its  exhibition.  Dr.  Ziegler  remarks 
that  in  his  Jiands,  the  veratrum  viride  has  received  a  faithful  and 
extended  trial,  and  he  was  free  to  admit  that,  in  the  cases  in  which 
lie  had  given  it,  it  had  proved  beneficial  beyond  his  most  sanguine 
expectations.  He  gives  the  history  of  a  case  of  typhoid  fever,  in 
"wMch,  after  almost  every  conceivable  remedy  had  been  employed 
luiavailingly,  and  the  patient  seemingly  beyond  the  reach  of  med- 
icine, Dr.  Z.  made  use  of  Tilden's  preparation  of  veratrum  viride, 
and  succeeded  in  restoring  his  patient  to  health.  He  has  employed 
the  veratrum  in  most  of  the  diseases  coming  within  the  range  of 
his  practice,  and  that,  too,  with  the  most  undoubted  success.  {Med, 
and  Surg.  Beporter,) 

Pi^EBPERAL  Fever. — ^Dr.  Barker  highly  recommends  the  em- 
ployment of  veratrum  viride  in  puerperal  fever.  He  states  that 
the  article  which  controlled  arterial  action  better  than  any  other, 
and  with  less  shock  and  irritation,  was  veratrum  viride.  Next  in 
his  opinion  came  aconite,  digitalis,  and  tartar  emetic.  The  latter, 
however,  was  seldom  admissible.  Yeratram  viride  had  this  ad- 
vantage also  over  others — ^that  it  was  not  incompatible  with,  nor 
antagonistic  to,  stimulation.  He  says  we  were  often  obliged  to 
push  the  veratrum  viride  as  far  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
stimulate  very  freely.  If  we  were  to  pursue  the  same  method 
with  aconite  or  digitalis,  he  thinks  we  should  produce  a  great  deal 
of  distress.  He  very  justly  remarks  that  we  must  be  very  careful 
not  to  consider  the  patient  out  of  danger  too  soon.  The  patient 
was  not  safe  until  the  pulse  had  been  brought  down,  and  kept 
under  80  for  some  days  by  the  article.  Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  of 
Wobum,  says  that  veratrum  has  been  found  of  great  value  in 
puerperal  peritonitis,  in  connection  with  opium  and  wine.  He  re- 
marks :  "  In  this  disease  my  preceptor.  Dr.  Benj.  Cutter,  states  that 
he  has  given  the  fall  dose  of  half  a  fluid  drachm,  and  repeated  the 
sanie  in  thirty  minutes,  with  perfect  safety  and  success.  This  was 
done  for  the  purpose  of  producing  emesis,  and  thus  hastening  the 
sedative  effect,  which  is  so  clearly  manifested  whenever  the  med- 
icine occasions  nausea  or  vomiting.      The  system,  suffering  with 
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acute  pain,  tolerates  the  drug  in  much  larger  doses  than  would  be 
safe  in  health,  probably  from  the  same  reason  that  opium  has  beea. 
safely  given  in  enormous  doses  in  the  same  disease."    {Bosixm  Medi 
and  Sitrg,  Jour.)    Any  amount  of  testimony  could  be  adduced^  ia 
favor  of  this  agent  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady. 

Puerperal  Mania. — A  highly  interesting  instance  of  the  sed- 
ative action  of  veratrum  viride  was  given  by  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee, 
Jr.,  at  a  session  of  the  Lancaster  (Pa.)  Med.  Society.  In  order  to 
diminish  the  nervous  excitement,  and  control  the  general  circulation, 
in  a  patient  showing  all  the  symptoms  of  puerperal  mania,  Dr.  A. 
ordered  the  saturated  tincture  of  veratrum  veride^  in  doses  of  five 
drops  every  three  hours,  which,  after  three  doses,  produced  subsi- 
dence of  most  of  the  symptoms,  which  disappeared  completely  whea 
the  medicine  had  been  continued  for  four  days,  at  intervals  of  four 
and  lastly  of  six  hours,  followed  by  perfect  re-convalescence. 

Nervous  Affections. — Dr.  J.  S.  Wilson,  of  Georgia,  relates- 
a  case  of  epileptiform  convulsions  which  was  successfully  treated 
principally  with  veratrum.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  case : 
*^  The  subject  of  the  convulsions  was  an  anaemic  boy  of  ten  or 
twelve  years  of  age ;  the  spasms  were  frequent  and  extremely  severe, 
every  paroxysm  apparently  putting  the  life,  of  the  patient  in  im- 
minent danger ;  the  veratrum,  to  reduce  the  frequency  of  the  pulse, 
and  ether  inhalations  to  quiet  the  spasms,  were  the  remedies  almost 
exclusively  relied  u])on ;  and  these  indications  were  fulfilled  in  the 
happiest  possible  manner,  snatching  the  little  sufferer  from  the  jaws, 
of  death."  {Southern  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.)  Dr.  Gr.  M.  Staples,  of 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  says  that  this  agent  has  proved  highly  serviceable 
in  the  eclampsia  of  childhood  from  teething  or  intestinal  irritation, 
when  the  convulsions  continue  after  the  bowels  have  been  deterged. 
Dr.  Staples  obs^ves :  "  In  hysteria*  it  has  appeared  beneficial  in 
our  hands»after  all  approved  modes  of  treatment  had  failed,  in 
cases  where  the  proximate  cause  of  the  paroxysms  liad  disappear- 
ed, and  still  an  hysterical  disposition  remained."  Dr.  Bishop  re- 
lates the  case  of  a  little  girl,  aged  four  years,  laboring  under  cou- 
vulsions  fi'om  congestions  of  the  brain,  Pidse  1^.  Applied  cold 
to  the  head,  and  gave  l-J-  drops  of  the  tincture  veratri  viiidis  every 
hour.    Three  doses  were  given,  when  she  broke  out  into  a  profttae^ 
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cold  perspiration,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  prostration.  The 
friends  becoming  alarmed,  summoned  the  doctor,  who  did  not  ar- 
live  until  about  two  hours,  or  four  and  a  half  hours  from  the  time 
she  was  first  seen.  Instead  of  finding  her  dead,  she  was  lying  up- 
on the  bed,  playing  with  a  doll,  perfectly  relieved,  her  pulse  72. 
Dr.  Atkinson  remarks :  "From  its  action  in  our  hands,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  anticipate  the  happiest  results  in  infantile  convulsions, 
than  which  there  is  scarcely  any  affection  of  childhood  more 
alarming,  or  of  which  the  treatment  is  less  satifactory."  {Mecl  and 
Siirg.  Reporter,)  S.  P.  Hubbard  says  that  he  lias  saved  many  lives 
witii  the  veratrum,  and  regards  it  as  an  excellent  remedy  when 
JTidiciously  administered  {Ibid,)  In  the  treatment  of  hysteria,  the 
patient  should  be  brought  as  soon  as  possible  under  the  influence 
of  this  agent,  and  counter  imtation  applied  along  the  spine.  The 
veratrum  may  be  continued,  after  the  paroxysms  are  subdued,  for 
two  or  three  days  in  small  dosea 

Scarlatina. — Dr.  E.  Hoyt  thinks  he  has  derived  much  benefit 
from  the  use  of  veratram  in  scarlatina ;  he  learned  while  at  the 
South  that  the  physicians  there  were  using  it  with  good  results 
in  the  same  disease.  He  states,  that  where  arterial  excitement 
needs  reducing,  it  is  decidedly,  better  than  digitalis.  He  says  he 
likes  it  in  measles,  pertussis,  and  parotides  {Arn^r,  Med,  Monthly.) 
Dr.  Coe  testifies :  "In  the  treatment  of  every  form  of  febrile  exan- 
thema, and  particularly  of  scarlatina  the  veratrin  is  unequalled, 
as  these  tjrpes  of  disease  are  accompanied  with  great  arterial  ex- 
citement, a  high  degree  of  plasticity  of  the  blood,  and  a  strong 
tendency  to  the  production  of  effusion  and  exudations,  for  the 
prevention  or  removal  of  which  the  veratrin  is  of  such  remarkable 
xitility.  Were  veratrin  of  no.  farther  service  than  in  the  treat- 
ment of  scarlatina,  we  should  deem  it  invaluable  and  indispensable. 
So  far  as  our  observations  have  gone,  and  they  extend  over  a 
period  of  five  years  experimental  use  of  the  veratrin,  both  in  our 
own  practice  and  in  that  of  others,  we  have  never  yet  seen  a  case 
treated  with  it  that  did  not  result  in  a  perfect  cure,  unattended 
with  effusion,  exudation,  or  malignant  sequela8  of  any  kind.  In 
scarlatina,  as  we  find  it  in  this  region,  we  premise  our  treatment  in 
the  early  stages,  with  pododophyUin,  and  afterwards  rely  upon  ver- 
atrin and  asclepin,  in  combination.  Seldom  is  foither  medication 
necessary,  unless  it  be  to  meet  special  symptoms.     To  prepare  the 
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veratrin  for  use  in  scarlatina,  it  should  be  thoroughly  triturated 
with  asclepin  and  made  into  solution  with  hot  water,  It  naay  then 
be  administered  in  such  doses  and  with  such  frequency  of  repeti- 
tion as  may  be  necessary  to  control  the  disease.  Our  experience 
is  in  favor  of  administering  it  at  intervals  of  two  hours.  When 
the  inflammatory  action  is  violent,  it  may  be  administered  every 
hour  in  the  commencement  until  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  is 
subdued,  and  then  repeated  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  hours  as 
may  be  necessary  to  maintain  its  proper  influence.  As  soon  as  an 
intermission,  fall  and  complete  occurs,  the  cerasein  may  be  given 
in  suitable  doses,  the  veratrin  and  asclepin  being  continued  at 
intervals  of  four  or  six  hours  until  all  danger  of  a  return  of  the 
febrile  symptoms  is  past  Yeratrin  seems  appropriate  in  all 
stages  of  scarlet  fever.  We  have  known  ca'ses  of  the  worst  form, 
and  in  the  latter  stages,  where  the  patient  was  in  convulsions,  and 
the  medical  attendant  had  abandoned  all  hope,  in  which  the  exhi- 
bition of  this  remedy  has  promptly  arrested  the  disease,  breaking 
up  the  convulsions  and  saving  the  patient  The  absence  of  effu- 
sion, exudations,  and  other  of  the  usual  distressing  sequents  of 
scarlatina,  when  treated  with  veratrin,  we  attribute  to  the  remark- 
able resolvent,  alterative  and  tonic  power  of  this  remedy,  whereby 
the  depurative  action  of  the  entire  economy  is  promoted,  and  these 
retentions,  accumulations,  and  consequent  congestions  are  prevented. 
It  stimulates  the  functions  of  the  absorbent,  venous  and  lymphatic 
vessels  in  a  peculiar  manner,  and^  by  resolving  the  viscid  and  plas- 
tic condition  of*  the  blood  and  secretions,  enables  them  to  discharge 
their  various  functions  fully  and  effectually.  It  is  our  firm  con- 
viction that  the  three  remedies  above  enumerated,  namely  :  podo- 
phyllin,  veratrin,  and  asclepin,  will,  when  judiciously  employed, 
cure  a  larger  per  centage  of  the  cases  of  scarlatina  than  any  other 
plan  of  treatment  yet  devised."  As  confidently  as  Dr.  Coe  speaks 
of  this  agent  in  the  treatment  of  scarlatina,  many  of  our  niedical 
journals  advocate  its  virtues  equally  as  much  so.  Those,  who  use 
it  most  freely,  applaud  most  cheerfully  its  merits.  Dr.  Gr.  W. 
Bcerstler,  Lancaster,  Ohio,  ( Western  Lancet)  in  speaking  of  ver- 
atrum  in  general,  says :  "  The  veratrum  has  never  disappointed 
me,  and  that  without  one  unfavorable  symptom  resulting  from  its 
use.  In  no  instance,  however,  have  I  brought  down  the  heart's 
action  to  a  normal  state,  without  my  patient  complaining  of  some 
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degree  of  nausea.     As  a  curb  to  the  inordinate  action  of  the  heart 
it  is  truly  invaluable." 

Dysmenorrhea. — "  So  far  as  my  experience  goes,"  says  Dr. 
Miller,  "  I  have  found  the  veratrum  very  good  in  dysmenorrhooa 
of  plethoric  patients,  but  uniformly  hurtfal  tp  those  who  are  an- 
admia  He  has  frequently  added  a  little  morphia  to  it  with  benefit 
It  will  often  be  found  beneficial  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady, 
to  give  veratrum  and  small  doses  of  sanguinariain  combination ; 
sometimes  stramonium  in  conjunction  will  be  advantageous."  Dr. 
Coe  says :  "  Veratrin  exercises  a  specific  influence  over  the  uterus, 
and  has  been  beneficially  employed  in  amenorrhcea,  atonic  chloro- 
sis, uterine  leucorrhoea,  and  other  affections  dependent  upon  vascu- 
lar debility." 

Dysentery. — ^Dr.  Pattee  informs  us  that  he  has  used  this  agent 
in  dysentery,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Tully,  with  effect,  and  can 
confidently  recommend  it  in  connection  with  morphine,  as  one  of 
the  most  efl&cient  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  simple  dysentery, 
that  we  have.  It  may  be  alternated  with  various  astringents,  if 
needed.  Due  discrimination  must  be  exercised  with  this  agent,  as 
with  all  others,  as  regards  time,  quantity,  repetition  and  continu- 
ance. 

Nervous  Asthma. — Veratrum  has  been  recommended  in  ner- 
vous asthma,  and  the  analogy  of  the  effects  of  nauseants  and 
nervous  sedatives  in  this  affection,  says  Dr.  Stills,  would  lead  us  to 
suppose  that  it  might  be  beneficial,  and  not  only  in  cases  which 
are  fi'ee  fi:om  organic  complication,  but  in  some  also  in  which  em- 
physema and  organic  diseases  of  the  heart  co-exist,  as  well  as  in 
liiose  of  nervous  palpitation  of  this  organ.  Dr.  S.  observes :  "  The 
benefit  experienced  in  several  instances  of  both  forms  of  cardiac 
disorder  has  been  very  decided,  and  tends  to  prove  that  the  med- 
icine did  not  produce  such  marked  relief  by  any  debilitating 
influence.  The  cases  reported  include  examples  of  nervous  ex- 
citability with  muscular  atony  of  the  heart,  and  others  of  great 
embarrassment  of  the  circulation  fi'om  valvular  disease ;  but  in  all 
the  relief  was  marked  when  the  rate  of  the  pulse  diminished  al- 
though none  of  the  toxical  effects  of  the  drug  were  developed." 

Veratrum  is  reported  to  have  been  used  with  advantage  for  many 
diseases  not  mentioned  in  this  paper  for  want  of  room.  It  has 
been  employed  successfally  in  various  cutaneous  ajQFections.    Dr. 
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Workman,  of  Worcester,  Mas&,  used  it  in  a  number  of  cases  of 
obstinate  prurigo,  which  had  resisted  various  other  remedies.     We 
.applied  it  in  the  form  of  an  ointment  made  of  the  pulverized  root, 
iriMh.  sulphur.      Dr.  B.  E.  Schneck,  of  Penn.,  reports  a  case   of 
herpes  zoster,  where  the  eruption  extended  over  a  large  surface, 
being  much  inflamed  and  exceedingly  painfiil.     Everything  had- 
&iled  to  relieve  the  attack,  which  had  lasted  six  or  eight  weeks. 
He  then  gave  four  drops  of  the  tincture  every  four  hours.     Inoae 
week  die  pains  had  much  diminished,  and  by  the  ^id  of  the  sec- 
OBd  the  eruption  had  disappeared,  and  the  parts  completely  healed. 
In  conclusion,  the  author  would  say,  that  those  who  use  this  rem^ 
edy  the  most  constantly  will  most  admire  its  therapeutical  virtues. 

PREPAKATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract,  -  -.  Do^e,  2  to  4  drops. 
Veratrin,  ...  -  Dose,  ^  to  |  grain. 
Pills, J  and  f  grain  each. 

INFUSION   OF  VERATRUM. 

Fluid  Extract 1  dram. 

Water    -        -         -        -        •         -  8  ounces. 

Dose — Two  to  four  drams  each  hour.  /The  doses  sliould  be  too 
small  to  produce  emesis. 

WINE   OF  VERATRUK  ' 

Fluid  Extract  -  -  -  -  -  4  ounces. 
Sherry  Wine  -         -         -         -         -         1  pint 

Pose — Twenty  to  ferty  drops,      .    ,         ....       ,      ,    . 
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Ittned  the  Syrap  oi  Iodide  of  Lime  and  Protoxide  of  Iron,  aad  in 
less  than  two  moMhs  complete  recovery  ensued. 

Ohlobike  Watsr. — ^In  inflammation  oi  the  liver  with  anasarca 
tflttd  albumen  of  the  urine,  unattended  with  symptoms  of  nephritis. 
Chlorine  Water  in  combination  with  the  Pyrophosphate  of  Iron, 
has  proven  in  my  practice  a  safe  al!vd  efficieat  remedy,  producing 
speedy  cures. 

I  have  used  this  same  ccwabination  with  s^nal  advantage  in 
ofaioosc  inflammation  of  the  liver  with  cough,  dyspn<»a,  and  feb- 
'JOB  lenta,  effecting  cures  in  three  weeks'  time.  A  ease  of  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  liver  complicated  with  asthma  and  severe 
oough,  succumbed  in  six  weeks  to  this  remedy,  and  did  not  return 
during  a  period  of  sixteen  months. 

Wild  Cherry  in  Sciatica. — ^lu  obstinate  cases  of  sciatica, 
I  have  found  a  combination  of  the  fluid  extract  of  WUd  Cherry 
^th  Liquor  Persulphatis,  pre-eminently  beneficial.  I  am  in  the 
liabit  of  giving  the  combination  four  times  daily,  graduating  the 
-amount  of  the  liquor,  so  that  in  the  prescribed  dose  of  the 
mixture  there  may  be  10  drops. 

Wild  Cherry  in  Neuralgia  Cgbliaca. — The  fluid  extract 
-of  Wild  Cherry  is  an  excellent  agent  to  combat  periodic  neuralgia 
-coeliaca.  In  my  experience,  40  drops  had  promoted  defervescence 
*when  one  dram  appeared  actuallv  to  aggravate  the  disorder. 

Tannate  of  Bismxtth  in  Sore  Nipples. — I  have  used  the 

'"•Tannate  of  Bismuth,  made  into  an  ointment,  in  two  cases  of  sore 

niijples.  of  a  severe  form,  and  found  it  the  remedy,  par  excellence. 

Tannate  of  Bismuth  in  Profuse  Night  Sweats. — I  tried 
this  drug  in  three  cases,  gave  it  in  five  grain  doses,  five  times  daily, 
wi|h  the  most  gratifying  results.  One  case  was  phthisis  tubercu- 
losis incipiens  with  alarming  diarrhoea  The  medicine  also  prompt- 
ly cheeky  the  d^tfurjioqa 

,    ChBGNIC    OATABim    OF    THE    ORGANS    OF  RESPIRATION. — A 

l^dy  ine^li(»(to  healtb,  afflicted  with  an  obsti&ate  cough,  applied 
to -me  for  medieal  ^ad.  The  oough  had  been  of  mnenmonths' 
iManding.  '  Hev^^sease  had  been  pronounced'  *'  consumption. ^'  This 
diBgnMdjgr  wns  nidgatived/  ih  my  investigation.  I  administered  the 
^i!0aid  eottfaot  of 'CHmieifugBr  "and  Pranus  -Yixgii^na^'With  !^  dolu- 
<*k»  <if  the  'Pyi«phoj5j>hate  ^of  Ir(»i,  and  in  thie  space '6ftWo  weeks 
%a*thei^*isfiSdtioti  ^  finding  eviery  s^mptoih  rtlndvied!"' 


176  The  Journal  of  Maieria  Medico, 

CoPTis  Trifoliata. — ^I  tried  the  fluid  extract  of  Coptis  Tri- 
foliata  in  a  severe  cough,  emaciation,  febris  lenta,  and  haemopty- 
sis, in  doses  of  25  drops  five  times  daily,  with  complete  success. 
As  the  blood  was  anaemic,  I  combined  it  with  the  Pyrophosphate 
of  Iron,  tlL^  grains  at  a  dose. 

Corns  Trifoliaia  in  AstHMA.— Gold  Thread  combined  with 
Iron  is  invaluable  in  this  affection. 

CoPTis  Trifoliata  in  Cardialgia. — It  is  highly  beneficial 
in  some  forms  of  cardialgia  which  are  ot  long  standing.  The  Py- 
rophosphate of  Iron  enhances  its  ef&ciency.  It  is  also  a  useful 
agent  in  some  forms  of  icterus.  Its  primary  action  seems  to  be 
spent  on  the  liver. 
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SUB-NITRATE    OF  BISMUTH,   IN    UTERINE 

DISEASES. 


BY  CHAS.  0.  SHOYER,  M.  D.,  Leavenwwth. 


I  can  find  no  mention  made,  in  the  works  on  diseases  of  feiifiales,  of 
the  employment  of  bismuth  in  the  treatment  of  leucorrhoeal  discharges 
and  ulcerations  of  the  vaginal  portion  of  the  uterus ;  and  yet  it  is  the 
safest  and  best  local  application  that  I  ever  tried.  I  order  the  vagina 
well  syringed  with  quite  warm  water,  and  then  introducing  a  suitable 
speculum,  (and  here  permit  me  to  say,  that  we  should  never  make  use 
of  a  speculum  large  enough  to  give  much  pain),  I  wipe  the  parts  dry 
with  raw  cotton,  and  apply  the  bismuth  freely,  all  over  the  ulcerations 
and  cervix,  and  if  the  vagina  is  very  red  and  sensitive,  to  it  also.  I 
repeat  this  once  in  forty-eight  hours,  and  only  syringe  the  vagina  after 
an  interval  of  twenty-four  hours.  The  leucorrhoea  usually  yields  after 
two  applications,  and  the  ulceration  does  not  require  more  than  four. 

Li  some  oases  I  have  applied  argent,  ultras  the  first  time,  and  subse- 
quently, the  bismuth,  though  it  is  rare  for  cases  to  resist  the  bismuth 
alone.  My  first  case  was  an  old  lady  of  fifty -four,  who  had  been  under 
treatment  with  other  physicians  for  a  year,  and  every  kind  of  caustic 
and  astringent  had* been  applied,  including  cotton  wet  with  glycerine 
and  tannin  and  glycerine.     On  examination  I  found  the  worst  case  of 


I 


Monthly  iSummary.  177 

ulceration  that  I  ever  saw  in  private  practice ;  accompanied  by  a  pro- 
fuse leucorrhoeal  discharge  of  a  greenish-yellow  pus,  mixed  with  albu- 
minous mucus  from  the  cervical  canal ;  there  was  great  constitutional 
disturbance,  dysuria  and  rectal  tenesmus :  it  required  only  four  appli- 
cations  to  cure  the  ulceration  and  leucorrhoBa,  and  an  opium  supposi- 
tory, in  the  rectum,  cured  the  dysuria,  tenesmus  and  constitutional  dis- 
turbance. 

A  case  of  threatened  miscarriage  at  four  months,  with  hemorrhage, 
irom  the  vagina,  was  examined  with  the  speculum,  and  revealed  an  ul- 
cerated OS  with  albuminous  mucus,  issuing  from  the  lips  and  bleeding 
at  the  slightest  touch ;  a  few  applications  of  bismuth,  and  quiet  cured 
the  leucorrhoea  and  ulceration,  and  quieted  all  apprehension  as  to  a 
miscarriage,  by  removing  the  evident  cause  of  the  hemorrhage.  I  might 
instance  more  cases,  but  these  will  serve  to  show  how  useful  the  reme- 
dy really  is,  and  it  can  not  require  much  argument  to  prove  its  superi- 
ority over  caustics  and  irritating  astringents.  Perhaps  the  tannate  of 
bismuth  and  sub  carbonate,  may  be  found  of  even  more  efficacy. — Leav- 
enworth  Medical  Herald, 
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Therapeutics   and   Materia   Medica. 


Chilblains — their  predisposing  Cause. — Dr.  Percy  Boulton,  in  a 
communication  to  the  Lancet  writes :  Chilblains  are  essentially  blains 
produced  by  a  chill,  the  predisposing  cause  in  every  case  being  a  languid 
circulation.     The  exciting  cause  is  sudden  or  premature  restoration  of 
heat  to  a  part  which  has  had  its  vital  action  diminished  by  cold.     This 
reaction  may  be  spontaneous,  or  produced  by  artificial  heat  or  stim- 
ulants.    Chilblains  usually  occur  on  the  extremities,  where  the  heart's 
power  is  weakest,  and  in  people  who  suffer  from  cold  hands  and  feet. 
First,  the  capillary  vessels  are  narrowed,  and  the  blood  flows  through 
them  quickly.    Second,  the  capillary  vessels  become  dilated,  and  the 
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blood,  pasaes  slowly  and  evenly  through  them,  and  the  other  stages  of 
inflammation  rapidly  follow. 

In  the  first  stage  there  is  more  or  less  swelling,  redness,  and  pain  or 
itching,  and  I  find  a  slight  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  sufficient  to 
eflect  a  cure. 

In  the  second  stage,  serum  is  effused  under  the  cuticle  like  a  blister ; 
and  in  the  third,  the  cuticle  breaks,  and  ulceration  or  even  sloughin^r  o^ 
the  skin  may  follow.  In  these  stages  water  dressing  and  stimulating 
ointments,  especially  the  red  oxide  of  mercury,  are  the  best  dressings. 

To  avoid  chilblains,  tight  boots  and  gloves  must  be  abandoned  as 
impeding  the  circulation.  Cloth  gloves  and  woolen  socks  should  be 
worn  in  cold  weather,  and  the  heart  should  be  assisted  by  tonics,  good 
nourishing  diet,  and  stimulants — in  fact,  everything  should  be  done  to 
keep  the  extremities  at  an  equable  temperature. 

Permanganate  of  Potash  in  Ehsumatism. — Dr.  W.  S.  King,  (Med. 
and  Surg,  Reporter),  prescribes  the  above  remedy  in  the  following 
form  for  rheumatism  : — 

B .     Potassie.  Permanganafis g*"*  y 

Sy.  SarsaparillsD f.   |  j. 

M.  et.  solve.     One  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 
The  results  of  several  trials  are  given,  in  all  of  which  a  confirmatory 
-evidence  of  its  curative  virtues  is  added. 


Ointment  for  Warts. — ^The  following  formula  has  been  proposed : 

Take  of  Galbanum \ ,. 1  oz. 

Pitch i  oe. 

Lead  Plaster i  oa. 

Melt  and  add — 

Verdigris... )    ^f  ^^  j^ 

Sal  Ammoniac w J 

This  preparation  is  said  to  be  good  for  warts  and  also  good  for  corns. 

The  Sulphites  in  Zimotic  Diseases. — Under  this  head,  Dr.  P.  0-. 
Kelsey  {Chicago  Medical  Examiner)  refers  to  the  use  of  the  sulphite  of 
soda  in  variola,  and  from  personal  experience  with  it  speaks  of  its 
utility  in  unqualified  terms  of  approbation.  He  says  that  he  is  confi- 
dent that  the  sulphite  of  soda  not  only  shortens  the  disease,  but  also 
exerts  a  favorable  influence  on  the  oruption,  causing  many  of  the  ves- 
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ides  to  abort  or  stop  short  of  the  suppurative  stage.     He  adruwft  the 
Ibllowing  formula : — 

Sod»  Sulphitis •. 3  iv. 

Sy.  Glycyrr 5  iij. 

Aqua Ij. 

M. 

Of  this  mixture  he  gives  a  teaspoonful  every  four  hours. 

Several  cases  are  alluded  to,  in  all  of  which  the  patients  were  made 
&r  more  comfortable  in  every  particular  and  the  disease  apparently 
iHodified  in  the  space  of  a  few  hours.  He  recommends  it  as  a  prophy- 
lactic in  cases  of  exposure  to  variola,  and  when  there  is  insusceptibility 
to  vaccination,  and  observes :  "  During  this  spring  (1864)  I  treated 
in  all,  twelve  or  thirteen  cases  of  variola  and  varioloid,  using  this  rem- 
edy, and  all  with  favorable  results,  gaining  quite  a  reputation  as  a 
"  smallpox  doctor,"  although  I  did  not  pretend  to  make  a  specialty  of  it| 
and  mj  confidence  in  the  sulphite  of  soda  as  a  valuable  remedy  in 
such  cases  increased  with  each  additional  test.'' 

The  testimony  of  Dr.  Terry  is,  adduced  in  favor  of  its  use  in  the 
treatment  of  typhoid  fever,  erysipelas,  and  other  like  diseases.  An 
interesting  case  of  hospital  gangrene  is  related  which  succumbed  speedily 
^  this  agent,  in  combination  with  appropriate  topical  applications. 

Starch  Injections  in  Gonorrhcea. — Finely  powdered  starch  mixed 
with  lukewarm  water,  so  as  to  obtain  a  fluid  of  the  substance  of  cream, 
but  thin  enough  to  allow  of  injection,  forms  a  most  successful  injectioii 
in  cases  of  gonorrhoea,  especially  after  the  inflammatory  stage  is  over. 
[M.  LucJ] — Braitkwaite^s  Retrospect, 

• 

loDios  OT  LsAD  IN  EczsMA. — lodide  of  lead  is  a  remedy  of  great 
value  in  eczema.  It  should  be  applied  in  the  form  of  an  ointment,  13 
grams  to  the  ounce,  with  1  dram  of  glycerine,  and  40  minims  of  chloro- 
form, to  relieve  the  itching.  Another  formula  is  the  following :  lodide 
of  lead,  20  grains;  simple  ointment,  7  drachms;  glycerine,  1  dram. 
The  ointment  of  lead  of  the  present  pharmacopoeia  is  too  strong  for 
eases  of  chronic  eczema  or  psoriasis ;  it  contains  62  grains  to  the 
ounce ;  whereas,  from  one-fifth  to  one-fourth  of  that  quantity  is  suffio* 
ient,  and  more  useful  than  the  pharmacopceial  strengtL  The  use  of 
constitutional  treatment  must  be  combined  with  this. — [Dr,  W.  21 
Belcher,'] — BraithtDaite*s  Betroepect. 
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Antidote  fob  Strtchkia. — Dr.  J.  Bartlett  strongly  reoommends 
common  salt  as  a  curative  of  strychnia  poisoning.  He  reports  as  manjr 
as  twenty  specimens  on  dogs,  in  which  violent  symptoms  following 
large  doses  of  strychnia  ceased  after  emetics,  induced  after  drenching 
the  animal  with  water  holding  in  solution  several  handfuUs  of  salt. — 
Chicago  Medical  Times, — American  Jour,  of  Dental  Science, 

Digitalis. — Dr.  J.  D.  Brown  relates  in  the  Medical  Times,  some 
remarkable  cases  of  the  use  of  digitalis  in  the  suppression  of  the  func- 
tion of  the  kidneys.     He  says : — 

"  The  rules  of  management  must  depend  on  the  pulse.  I  have  seien 
no  good  results  till  the  pulse  fell  in  number ;  it  matters  not  from  what 
figure :  fall  it  must  before  any  change  occurs.  I  would  stirongly  advise 
60  as  a  standard  from  a  high  number;  40  or  50  from  a  lower  figure — 
say  from  80.  Judging  from  the  effects  on  the  circulation,  we  can  not 
lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  arrest  of  secretion  depends  on  the  capillary 
congestion,  which  in  turn  might,  by  pres^re,  paralyze  the  nerves.  The 
fact,  however,  remains  that  we  compel  the  kidney  to  resume  its  func- 
tions by  diminishing  the  force  of 'the  circulation,  lessening  the  quantity 
of  the  blood  by  allowing  a  much  longer  interval  between  each  new  ar- 
rival. Strange,  too,  it  is  that  in  four  cases  the  attack  commenced  sud- 
denly like  a  fit  of  stone,  and  in  reality,  stone  came  away  in  each  case. 

"  It  is  not  supposed  that  it  will  succeed  in  all  cases  of  that  disease ; 
but  it  is  clear  that  it  has  a  powerful  influence  over  the  renal  secretions^ 
and  if  carefully  watched,  taking  the  pulse  as  a  guide,  no  mischief  need 
be  feared." — American  Jour,  of  Dental  Science. 

6oNOBBH(EA,  ITS  TREATMENT.— Johu  M.  Johuson,  M.  D.,  {Atlanta 
Med,  and  Surg,  Journal)  writes : 

^^  My  plan  of  treatment  is,  first,  to  put  the  patient  in  bed,  in  an  airy 
room,  and  make  him  comfortable  there ;  then  admininister  epsom  salts 
and  calcined  magnesia,  equal  pazis,  until  the  bowels  are  completely 
emptied.  After  which :  5  P^v.  Doveri,  grs.  xlviii,  divide  into  equal 
portions,  xii— one  to  be  given  every  three  or  four  hours  until  all  toe 
taken.  If  the  ipecac  in  this  preparation  produces  much  nausea,  then 
use  opium  or  morphia  in  its  stead.    Also : 

]^ — ^Acetate  Zinc > grs.  xii. 

Distilled  Water |  vi. 

Mix  and  dissolve.     Inject  half  a  dram  every  four  hours. 

5 — ^Alum  Powdered 3  ii. 

Toast  Water §  i. 
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Mix  and  dissolve.  Let  the  patient  drink  this  ad  libitum^  wh^i  drinks 
are  called  for. 

The  balance  of  the  treatment  consists  in  keeping  a  towel,  wet  with 
cold  water,  constantly  to  the  penis,  over  the  testicles  and  perineum,  and 
on  DO  account  permit  him  to  leave  his  bed  or  room  for  sixty  hours. 

After  this,  he  will  be  weak,  nervous,  and  sick  at  the  stomach, 
but  light,  well-flavored  broths,  coffee,  ted,  &c.,  &c.,  will  soon  relieve 
these  symptoms,  and  he  will  be  as  free  from  gonorrhoea  as  if  he  never 
had  it." 

Prophylaxis  of  Whooping  Cough. — ^M.  Davreux  (of  Liege)  uses 
the  following  mixture :  Extract  of  aconite,  1  grain ;  laurel  water,  1 
fluid  drachm ;  ipecacuanha  syrup,  45  drops ;  solution  of  gum  arabic,  7 
ounces:  one  teaspoonful  every  hour  for  an  infant,  two  for  children 
above  tljiree  years,  and  a  tablespoonful  for  adults.  The  medicine 
should  be  given  from  eight  to  ten  days,  although  there  may  be  no  cough. 

The  remedy  succeeds  remarkably  when  the  latter  is  not  of  long  stand- 
ing. On  the  subject  of  whooping  cough,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  M 
Poulet  has  found  infusoria  in  the  breath  of  patients  suffering  from  that 
complaint.  He  concludes  that  whooping  cough  should  be  classed 
among  diseases  as  infectious  as  variola,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  etc. 
— Detroit  Review  of  Medicine. 

Absenious  Acid  in  Cerebral  Congestion. — Cerebral  congestion  in 
insanity  is  relieved,  according  to  M.  Lislie,  in  X'  Evenement  MedicaU^ 
with  great  certainty,  by  arsenious  acid.  Doses  of  fjy  to  i  of  a  grain 
given  three  times  daily,  before  meals. — Med,  Record. 

Neuralgia  Mixture. — ^Take  Quiniaf  two  drachms ;  tincture  Aconitef 
two  drachms ;  tincture  Gelsemitiy  one  drachm ;  Ferri  prussiate,  two 
drachms ;  neutralizing  mixture^  twelve  ounces;  simple  syrup,  twenty- 
five  ounces.  Mix.  Dose,  a  teaspoonful  every  two  or  three  hours, 
— Chicago  Medical  Journal. 

1 

To  Remove  JFbeoexbs. — A  French  Journal  recommends  the  follow- 
ing :  Take  Napthaline^  ten  parts  \  Biphenate  of  soda^  one  p^ ;  tincf- 
ure  of  benzoin^  cologne,  each  two  thousand  parts.  Mix.  A  table- 
spoonful  of  this  is  to  be  added  to  a  glass  of  cold  water,  four  to  eight 
fluid  ounces,  and  the  &ce  then  bathed  with  it  every  night  and  morning. 
— Idem. 
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Ulceratioit  of  the  Tonsils. — Dr.  G.  W.  Champ  recommends  the 
following  wash  as  most  eiTectual  in  ulceration  of  the  tonsils,  or  apthous 
affections  of  the  mouth :  Take  pulv.  Sulphate  of  zinc  and  Chlorate  of 
potashy  of  each  two  drachms ;  strong  sage  tea,  half  a  pint.  Mix.  Gargle 
the  throat  frequently. — Idem. 

• 
Iodide  of  Potassium  in  Measles. — M  Ricord  observes :  The  iodide 
of  potassium  possesses  the  remarkable  property  of  causing  determin- 
ation of  diseased  action  to  the  skin.  In  cases  of  what  may  be  termed 
"suppressed  measles"  and  "scarlatina"  it  will  frequently  induce  a 
healthful  reaction  under  the  most  desperate  circumstances.  One  or  two 
grains,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  under  twelve  years,  may  be, 
dissolved  in  a  quantity  of  sugared  water,  and  administered,  repeatedly 
as  an  ordinary  drink,  the  whole  quantity  being  given  in  twenty-four 
hours,  for  three  or  four  days.  In  measles,  a  small  plaster  to  the  chest 
assists  the  peculiar  action  of  the  iodine.  In  scarlatina,  the  compound 
tincture  of  iodine,  diluted  with  three  or  four  parts  of  water,  may  be 
frequently  applied,  by  means  of  a  camel-hair  brush,  to  the  front  and 
sides  of  the  throat  and  neck.  Milk  is  injurious  during  the  first  two  or 
three  days,  in  cases  either  of  measles  or  scarlatina. — Braithwaite^s  Re- 
trospect, 

A  SURE  Sign  of  Death. — ^M.  Martenot  de  Cordoux,  of  the  Lyons 
Military  Hospital,  states  the  following  as  an  infallible  means  of  decid- 
ing on  the  certatinty  of  death — a  matter  of  more  importance  on  the 
Continent  than  with  ourselves,  owing  to  the  precipitancy  of  interments 
there.  Bring  the  flame  of  a  candle  in  contact  with  a  finger  or  toe  for  a 
long  enough  time  to  raise  an  ampulla  or  bladder,  l^  this  contain  seros- 
ity,  life  is  certainly  still  present,  while  if  it  burst,  discharging  nothing 
but  vapor,  life  is  as  certainly  extinct.  In  one  word  a  dry  vesicle  is  a 
sign  of  death,  a  liquid  one  of  life. — Gaz,  Med,  de  Lyon, — Med,  Times 
and  Gazette, — Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 

Carbolic  Acid  for  Odontalgia. — A  correspondent  of  the  Lance/ 
speaks  highly  of  the  efficacy  of  carbolic  acid  in  toothache,  advising  its 
use  as  follows :  "  To  one  drachm  of  coliodium  flexile  add  two  drachms   o 
carbolic  acid,  full  strength.    A  gelatinous  mass  is  precipitated.     A  small' 
portion  of  this  precipitate  inserted  into  the  cavity  of  an  aching  tooth 
^ves  immediate  relief.     It  may  be  kept  in  the  cavity  by  means  of  a 
hit  of  lint  dipped  in  the  coliodium." 
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MORPHIKB  APPLIKO  TO  THE  LlNING  MbMBRANB  OF  THE  NaSAL  CaVITIES 

TO  RBLiBVB  Paikfcl  D18BA8B8  OF  THE  Head. — Dr.  Edmond  Souchon 
(New  Orleans  Journal  of  Medicine)  translates  from  the  Gazette  dee 
Bospitaux,  Oct.  1,  1867,  the  following :  ^'  Dr.  Kambcrt,  of  Chateauden, 
recommends  the  use  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  nasal  cavities,  as 
a  medium  for  absorption  for  remedies  in  cases  of  very  painful  diseases 
of  the  head,  and  in  certain  eases  of  diseases  of  the  vyv.  He  has  ob- 
tained very  good  eifects  from  the  administration  of  pulverized  morphine, 
1  grain,  to  sugar  17  grains,  by  tliis  new  method  in  c.*is«  s  of  neuralgia 
of  the  face  and  head," 

Arsenic  in  Phthisis. — In  a  paper  recently  read  at  the  Academy  of 
Medicine,  M.  Moutard-Martin  nrrives  at  the  following- eoiiclu.sions :  1. 
Arsenic  exerts  a  very  positive  action  on  pulmonary  phthisis.  2.  It  is 
more  efficacious  in  the  slow  and  torpid  form  than  in  that  whieh  is  ac- 
companied by  fever.  3.  Rapid  phthisis  and  the  aeute  granular  form 
undergo  no  modification  under  it.  4.  In  a  great  number  of  cases,  even 
in  advanced  phthisis  Avith  hectic,  the  general  condition  of  the  patient  is 
ameliorated,  at  least  for  a  certain  time,  >vhich  may  long  continue.  6. 
The  modifications  in  the  local  lesions  are  only  })ro<luce(l  at  a  later  peiiod. 
6.  In  a  certain  number  of  cases  a  cure  results,  and  these  would  be  more 
numerous  if  the  patients  had  more  perseverance  instead  of  too  soon  ])e- 
lievuig  themselves  cured.  7.  In  order  to  prove  efficacious,  the  treat- 
ment must  be  long  continued.  8.  The  quantity  taken  daily  need  not 
exceed  two  centigrammes.  9.  The  arsenic  is  tolerated  best  .n  the  early 
stages  of  the  disease.  10.  When  not  carried  beyond  the  quantity 
stated,  the  tolerance  may  be  almost  indefinitely  prolonged.  11.  The 
action  of  the  arsenic  is  primarily  corroborant,  acting  secondarily  on  the 
pulmonary  lesion. — Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  Jan.  18,  1868. —  Jhtion 
Med, — Drug,  Circular, 

Action  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  increased  by  Ammonia.. — It  is 
said  that  the  action  of  iodide  of  potassium  is  increased  and  rendered 
more  valuable  when  combined  with  ammonia,  stimulating  the  stomach, 
difiusing  the  blood,  and  with  it  the  medicine  through  the  system,  and  by 
chemical  decomposition  liberating  the  fi'ee  iodine,  and  thus  sending  it 
on  its  salutary  message. — Drug,    Circular, 

Bromide  of  Potassium. — It  is  difficult  to  foresee  where  all  the  vir- 
tues of  this  new  remedy  are  to  end.  That  it  is  a  medicine  of  great 
therapeutical  power  is  beyond  all  question;  but  what  may  possibly 
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prove  to  be  its  toxic  properties  remains  to  be  seen.  Like  all  new  agents 
in  the  cure  of  disease,  it  is  not  unlikely  for  a  time,  to  be  overrated. 
We  can  not  avoid  believing,  however,  that  it  will  acquire  a  permanent 
;and  elevated  place  in  the  great  storehouse  of  materia  medica.  The  last 
use  to  which  it  has  been  put  is  to  allay  the  morning  sickness  of  preg^ 
nancy.  A  writer  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  relates 
excellent  effects — immediate  and  complete — in  this  very  distressing 
.Affection,  which  had  so  reduced  the  patient  that  death,  in  consequence, 
itppeared  to  be  imminent.  He  prescribed  bromide  of  potassium,  half 
An  ounce,  water  four  ounces,  of  which  a  dessert-spoonful  was  taken 
once  in  two  hours.  Three  doses  quite  relieved  all  nausea.  When  there 
was  any  return  of  the  nausea  afterwards,  it  was  easily  allayed  by  a 
single  spoonful.  From  the  time  of  taking  the  first  dose  until  the  ond 
of  her  term,  she  never  vomited  again,  but  was  able  to  eat  even  hearty 
food,  and  she  gained  rapidly  in  strength.  The  bromide  here  looks  even 
better  than  the  oxalate  of  cerium  in  such  cases. — Ibid, 


Lactate  of  Zinc  in  Epilepsf. — Dr.  Hart  has  tried  this  remedy  in. 
combination  with  belladonna,  on  240  patients  in  the  Western  Lunatic 
Asylum  of  Kentucky,  all  of  whom  had  been  affected  w^ith  epilepsy  from 
three  to  six  years.  An  improvement  took  place  in  all,  and  in  no  case 
did  he  use  it  without  effectually  controlling  the  paroxysm  in  from  24  to 
48  hours.     His  formula  was : — 

5 .     Zinci  lactatis gr.  xxx. 

Ext.  Belladonnae gr.  viii. 

M.  ft.  pil.  X.  Sig.  One  before  each  meal. 
It  is  a  question  which  remains  still  to  be  decided,  what  is  in  fact  the 
best  remedy  for  this  dreadful  affection.  Th^  whole  family  of  zinc  salts 
and  its  oxide  have,  as  well  as  the  lactate,  been  highly  commended  by- 
different  parties  for  curative  virtues  in  convulsive  nervous  diseases. 
The  sulphate.  Dr.  Babbington  had  good  success  with  it  in  treating  epi- 
lepsy, but  the  valerianate  was  considered  the  most  effective  of  all  the 
zincs  in  doses  of  one-half  a  grain  raised  gradually  to  three  grains  three 
times  a  day.  The  extract  of  belladonna  is  frequently  united  with  the 
zinc  in  pill,  and  it  may  be  supposed,  from  its  general  use,  that  it  has 
some  peculiar  sedative  action  in  convulsive  disease.  The  bromides  at 
present,  however,  seem  to  have  the  most  popular  and  promising  posi- 
tion.— Ibid, 

Croup  Treated  by  Sulphur. — 1£'.  Lagauterie  [Half -Yearly  Abstract) 
gives  in  croup  teaspoonful  doses,  every  hour,  of  a  mixture  of  sulphur 
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and  water  (a  teaspoonful  to  a  glass  of  water)  with  effects  he  describes 
as  wonderfiil.  The  cure,  in  seven  very  severe  cases,  was  accomplished 
in  two  days,  the  only  symptom  remaining  being  a  slight  cough.  An 
oltservation  of  the  effect  of  sulphur  on  the  cidium  of  vines,  led  to  its 
use  in  croup. — Idem, 

Ghrohic  Pleurisy  trbatbd  with  Taknin. — Dr.  Dubone,  of  Paw,  re- 
cords in  the  Bulletin  de  la  Societe  de  Med.-Chir,  de  Bordeaux  (Bull,  de 
Ther.,  xxxiii.,  p.  47,  July  15,  1867),  two  cases  in  which  extensive  pleuri- 
tic exudation,  with  perforation  to  the  bronchi  and  fast  failing  of  general 
health,  existed.  Both  patients  received  sixty  centigrammes  of  tannin 
daily,  and  after  some  days  unmistakable  improvement  set  in,  which  was 
followed-  by  entire  recovery.  According  to  Dubone,  the  favorable 
«fiect  is  produced  by  diminishing  the  secretions  of  the  bronchial  tubes 
and  pleura,  and  improving  nutrition. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter, — Idem, 

Alixm  and  Nitrous  Ethbr  in  Tooth-Ache. — At  a  meeting  of  the 
London  Medical  Society,  Dr.  Blake,  a  distinguished  practitioner,  said 
that  he  was  able  to  cure  the  most  desperate  case  of  tooth-ache,  unless 
the  disease  was  connected  with  rheumatism,  by  the  application  of  the 
following  remedy :  Alum  reduced  to  an  impalpable  powder,  two 
drachms ;  nitrous  spirits  of  ether,  seven  drachms ;  mix,  and  apply  to 
the  tooth. — Idem, 

Bromide  of  Potassium  in  Asthma. — Dr.  Begbie  reports  of  having 
cured  two  cases  of  asthma  of  long  standing,  where  the  patients  had 
renounced  all  hope  of  benefit  from  drugs,  by  the  use  of  bromide  of 
potassium  in  full  doses,  night  .and  morning.— /(/m. 

Cure  for  the  Bite  of  a  Mad  Dog. — A  writer  in  the  National 
Intelligencer  says :  "  Spirits  of  hartshorn  is  a  certain  remedy  for  the 
bite  of  a  mad  dog.  The  wound  should  be  bathed  constantly  with  it, 
and  three  or  four  doses  diluted,  taken  inwardly  during  the  day.  The 
hartshorn  decomposes  chemically  the  virus  insinuated  into  the  wound, 
and  immediately  alters  and  destroys  its  deleteriousness." — Idem, 

Electricity  in  Poisoning  by  Opium. — ^The  Annates  de  VElectricite 
calls  attention  to  the  value  of  this  agent  in  opium-poisoning.  It  nar- 
rates four  cases  where  it  was  successfully  employed  when  the  patient 
was  in  extremis,  and  when  all  the  usual  means,  vomiting,  stomach- 
pump,  coffee,  tannin,  6eo.  (belladonna  not  mentioned),  had  been  tried 
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and  had  failed.  One  pole  was  placed  at  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  the 
other  in  the  perinaeum,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  improvement 
was  such  that  the  patient  was  out  of  danger. — Richmond  Med,  Journal, 


Narcotics  and  Sedatives, — The  narcotic  principle  in  medicine  differa 
from  that  of  the  sedative  in  this,  that  its  primary  action  is  in  some  de- 
gree stimulant,  whilst  the  sedative  principle  tends  directly  to  depress^ 
the  vital  powers  without  inducing  any  previous  excitement.  The  ulti- 
mate action  of  both  narcotics  and  sedatives  is  to  diminish  the  sensibility 
of  the  nervous  system,  thereby  allaying  pain  and  promoting  sleep. 

As  palliatives  in  the  treatment  of  all  forms  of  neuralgia^  the  narcotics 
and  sedatives  are  very  generally  resorted  to  by  practitioners,  especially 
during  the  paroxysms  of  the  disease.  When  appropriately  combined, 
their  efficacy  in  these  affections  is  more  prompt  and  decided  than  when- 
separately  administered. 

5.  Extract!  hyoscyami,  3  ss.;  mori)hifie  sulphatis,  gr.  iij.;  strych- 
niae,  gr.  ij.;  capsicipulv.,  3  ss.;  zinci  sulphatis,  gr.  xv.  M.  Fiat  massa, 
in  pilules  xxx,  dividenda ;  capiat  unam,  ter  quaterve  in  die. 

In  neuralgia^  unattended  by  organic  lesions,  the  above  pills,  exhibited" 
every  sixth  or  fourth  hour,  according  to  circumstances,  will  be  found  to 
bean  excellent  remedy.  They  have  proved  especially  servicable  in 
that  form  of  neuralgia  in  which  the  division  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves 
is  so  frequently  involved.  Not  only  in  facial  neuralgia,  but  in  all  cases 
where  the  disease  has  been  caused  by  malaria,  this  combination  niay  be 
administered  with  confidence  that  the  result  will  be  favorable.  The 
valerianate  of  iron  conjoined  with  the  extract  of  hyoscyaraus  is  an  ex- 
cellent anti-spasmodic  and  tonic,  and  may  be  employed  with  great 
advantage  for  the  treatment  of  chorea  and  all  the  neuralgic  affections  of 
anaemic  and  debilitated  females , 

5.  Ex tracti  hyoscyami,  3  ss.;  ferri  valerianatis,  3j.  Fiat  massa, 
et  in  pilulas  triginta  dividendas :  quarum  date  unum  ter  in  die. 

The  valerianate  of  iron  and  the  valerianate  of  zinc  are  two  highly 
valuable  remedies,  and  were  the  therapeutic  powers  of  these  medicines 
better  understood  by  the  profession,  they  would  be  much  more  exten- 
sively employed  than  they  now  are  fpr  the  treatment  of  disease.  The 
valerianate  of  zinc.  Dr.  Nelligan  says,  '^  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
modem  additions  to  the  Materia  Medica." 

^,  Extracti  hyoscyami,  3iss.;  ^inci  valerianatis,  3j.  Fiant  pilu- 
Ise  xxx.     Capiat  unum  bis  terve  in  die. 
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.  The  above  pill  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  facial  neu^ 
ralgia^  and  indeed,  is  equally  serviceable  in  all  the  nervous  and  neuralgic 
affections  for  which  the  valerianate  of  iron  has  been  advised. 

3.  Extract!  belladonnas,  gr.  viij.;  camphori  pulv.,  3j.;  quiniae  di- 
sulphatis,  3ij.     Misce;  Fiant  pilulse  triginti. 

These  pills  are  very  effi^ctive  in  the  treatment  of  dymtstwrrhoea. 
One  pill  may  be  exhibited  every  hour  or  two  hours  till  the  pain  ceases, 
h  females  of  a  nervous  temperament,  when  painful  menstruation  occurs, 
independent  of  organic  lesions,  these  pills,  administered  as  above  di- 
rected, seldom  fail  of  affording  relief.  In  those  cases  of  dysmenorrhoea 
where  a  tonic  is  not  particularly  indicated,  the  following  are  more  ap- 
propriate, and  are  equally  efficacious. 

5.  Extract!  belladonnse,  gr.  viij.;  ipecacuanhiv  pulv.,  gr.  x.;  zinci 
sulphatis,  3  ss.  Misce ;  Fiantpiiulae  xxx.,  quarum  capiat  unam  quaque 
hora,  donee  leniatur  dolor. 

The  following  pills  are  highly  recommended  by  an  intelligent  and 
experienced  practitioner  in  the  treatment  of  leucorrhcea  occurring  in 
anaemic  and  nervous  females :  , . 

3.  Extract!  hyoscyami,  3j;  argenti  nitratis,  gr.  x.;  cantharidis 
pulv.,  gr.  xij.;  quiniae  disulphatis,  TJij.  Fiant  pilulae  xl.  Sumatunum 
mane  et  nocte. 

The  same  physician  advises  the  subjoined  formula)  as  a  combination 
that  may  be  employed  with  great  advantage  as  a  diuretic  ana  alterative 
in  the  treatment  of  cellular  dropsy, 

5.  Extract!  conii,  3!;  cantharidis  pul.,  3ij.;  hydrarg.  submur., 
3ss.;  ipecacuanha  pulv.,  3j.  Misce;  Fiat  massa;  in  pilula>  xl.  divi- 
dend a,  cujus  capiat  unam  ter  quaterve  in  die. 

A  combination  of-  the  extract  of  belladonna  with  quinine  has  been 
employed  very  efficaciously  in  the  treatment  of  gastralgia, 

3.  Extract!  belladonnas,  3ss.;  quiniae  disulphatis,  3j.  M.  Fiant 
pilulae  xxx.     Sumat  unum  ter  in  die. 

In  that  variety  of  gastralgia  which  is  not  unfrequently  occurring  in 
the  coui^e  of  chronic  gastritis^  we  have  derived  the  greatest  benefit  from 
the  employment  of  the  following  pills. 

3.  Extract!  hyoscyami,  3  j.;  argenti  nitratis,  gr.  x.;  bismuth!  sub- 
nitratis,  3  iss.     Fiant  pilulae  xl.:  quarum  sumatur  una  mane  ac  nocte. 

The  nitrate  of  silver  combined  with  some  one  of  the  sedative  extracts 
may  be  employed  advantageously  in  the  treatment  of  almost  all  chronic 
gastric  affections.  In  cases  of  obstinate,  chronic  gastritis,  or  long  con- 
tinued dyspepsia,  we  have  found  the  following  pills  more  efficacious 
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thftn  any  other  single  remedy.     They  should  be  continued  for  several 
weeks : 

]J.  Extracti  conii,  v«/  lupuli,  3j.;  argenti  nitratis,  gr.  x.;  capsici 
pulv.,  quiniee  disulphatis,  aa.  3ij*  Misce;  Fiat  massa,  in  pilulas  xl. 
dividenda.     Capiat  unam  bis  terve  in  die. 

There  is  a  troublesome  and  often  an  obstinate  form  of  gastric  irrita- 
bility^ denominated  by  the  French  estomac  glaireme,  in  which  the  patient 
occasionally  ejects  by  eructation,  a  tasteless,  watery  fluid,  and  which  is 
accompanied  often  by  a  severe  burning  pain  in  the  epigastric  region. 
This  variety  of  the  disease  is  arrested  with  great  certainty  by  the  exhi- 
bition of  either  the  preceding,  or  the  following  pills.   • 

5-  Extracti  lupulina3,  3  j.;  argenti  nitratis,  gr.  x.;  bismuthi.subni- 
tratis,  3  iss.;  quinioe  disulphatis:  3ij.  Fiant  pilulae  xl.;  cujus  sumatur 
unam  bis  terve  in  die. 

In  all  forms  of  chronic  disease,  attended  with  acute  pain,  as  well  as 
in  all  painful  nervous  affections,  in  the  treatment  of  which,  for  any 
cause,  full  doses  of  opium  are  contra-indicated,  the  following  combina- 
tion may  be  administered  with  great  advantage : 

5L.  Extracti  hyoscyami,  gr.  xv.:  extracti  stramonii,  gr.  iv.;  extracti 
humuli,  3  j.  morph.  sulphatis,  gr.  iss.  Misce.  Divide  in  pilulas  xxx.; 
quarum  capiat  unam  omni  semihora,  donee  leniatur  dolor. 

Of  the  therapeutic  effects  of  murianate  of  ammonia,  when  internally 
administered,  but  little  is  known,  as  in  this  manner  it  is  but  rarely  em- 
ployed in  this  country.  With  the  German  physicians  it  has  obtained 
a  high  reputation  as  a  good  alterative,  and  a  promoter  of  healUiy  score* 
tions  in  chronic  diseases  of  the  mucous  and  serous  tissues.  It  not  only 
promotes  the  mucous  secretions,  say»  Dr.  Sunderlin,  but  the  cutaneous 
exhalations,  and  improves  also  nutrition  and  assimilation.  Combined 
with  a  sedative  and  narcotic,  we  have  found  it  highly  valuable  in  allay- 
ing irritation  and  in  promoting  expectoration,  i7i  the  early  stage  of  phthi- 
sis. 

]J.  Ammon.  muriatis,  3  ss.:  opri'  pulv.,  gr.  x;  digitalis  pulv.,  scil- 
lee  pulv.,  aa.  3j.  Misce.  Divide  in  pilulas  triginti.  Sumat  imam 
quaque  sexta  hora. 

Sleeplessness  occurring  in  hypochrondria,  hysteria,  and  indeed  in  all 
nervous  affections  may  be  overcome  with  great  certainty  by  the  admin- 
istration of  the  following  pills : 

]$.  AssafoetidsB,  3j.;  morphias  sulphatis,  gr.  iij.  M.  Fiar.t  pilulas 
triginti,  quarum  exhibe  unam  vel  duas  hora  decubitus. 

The  above  pills — two  to  four  exhibited  daily — are  very  efficacious  in 
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ttrresting  the  dry  cough  whidh  is  occasionally  consequent  on  disordered 
menstruation  in  nervous  females. 

Tonics  and  Stimulants. — The  following  combination  of  a  chalybeate 
^th  a  stimulant  and  a  sedative  has,  for  many  years  in  our  hands, 
jfwfoved  a  most  valuable  tonic,  particularly  when  administered  during 
^nvalescence  from  disease,  and  in  all  debilitated  and  anaemic  cases. 

5.  Extracti  conii,  3  ij.;  sesqui-oxydi  ferri,  3  iij.;  tinct.  calumbce, 
J  iss.:  sir.  toluta.  3  ss.;  ol.  gaultheriae,  gtt.  x.;  aquae  fontanae,  3  ij. 
{"iat  mistura ;  cujas  sumat  coch.  parv.  mane  ac  nocte. 

Or  the  following  may  be  substituted  : 

5.  Sesqui-oxydi  ferri,  extracti  taraxaci,  aa.  3  ss.;  vini  Xeris,  3  vj.; 
"tinct,  gaultheriae,  3  ss.;  aquse  font.,  3  iv.  M.  eapiat  coch.  magn.  bis 
indie. 

The  following  is  a  very  excellent  tonic,  and  may  be  exhibited  when- 
ever any  of  the  ferruginous  preparations  are  indicated. 

5.     Ferri  citratis,  3  ij.;  sir.  citri,  v^Z  aurantice,  aquae  menth.  pip.,  aa. 
I  ij.:  aquae  purae,  |  iv.     M.  exhibe  cochlearium  purum  ter  quaterve  in 
die. 

In  young  ancBmic  females^  with  indications  of  a  chlorotic  condition  of 
the  system ;  and  also  in  children  of  strumous  habits,  the  phosphate  of 
iron,  exhibited  in  combination  with  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  is  a  thera- 
peutic agent  of  great  value. 

IJ.  Ferri  phosphatis,  3  j.;  quiniae  disulphatis,  gr.  xij.  M.  Fiant 
pulv.  xij.,  quarum  capiat  unum  bis  terve  in  die. 

A  physician  of  great  experience,  and  celebrated  for  his  successful 
treatment  of  diseaaes  of  females,  has  employed  for  many  years,  and 
with  much  advantage,  the  subjoined  combination  of  an  alterative  and  a 
tonic  in.  the  management  of  certain  forms  of  uterine  diseases, 

1^.  Sirup,  ferri  iodidi,  §j.;  tinct.  actaeae  racemose,  3  v.;  tinct.  rad. 
aconiti,  3  iij.     Fiat  mist,  cujus  cap.  gtt.  xx.  ter  in  die. 

We  have  seen  engorgement  of  the  os  tincae  and  non-malignant  indu- 
fation  of  this  organ  disappear  ri^pidly  under  the  persevering  internal 
4din|nistration  of  the  above  tonic ;  while  at  the  same  time,  the  follow- 
ing ointment  was  applied  once  a  week,  by  means  of  friction  with  the 
finger,  to  t^e  indurated  os. 

]$ .    f^Ltracti  byosoyami,  extracti  conii,  extracti  belladonnae,  aa.  p.  e. 

To  eaeh  ounce  of  whidi  mixture  add  one  drachm  of  iodide  of  potassa 
— ^x  thoroughly,  and  apply  as  above. 

]J.  Ferri  sulphatis,  3ij.;  potassae  iodidi,  3  iss.;  tinct.  ealumbse, 
fedmp  2in2iberis,  aa.  §  ij.    Flat  iai$t.  capiat  ccoh.  parv.  ter  in  die. 

This  Diixture  may  be  exhibited  with  advantage  whenever  we  desire 
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to  promote  the  absorption  of  glar^ular  enlargements^  and  in  all  cases 
where  a  tonic  and  an  alterative  are  indicated. 

Not  unfrequently  the  general  practitioner  will  encounter  cases  of  ob< 
stinate  intermittent ;  and  of  uncontrollable  neuralgic  affections,  which 
will  resist,  altogether,  the  effects  of  the  ordinary  antispasmodics,  when 
singly  administered.  In  such  insttuices,  we  have  often  succeeded  per- 
fectly, by  the  combination  and  e^thibition  of  a  vegetable  and  minend 

tonic — as  the  following : 

]J.     Liquor  potassae  arsenitis,  .  f.  3  iss.;  tinct.  cinchonse,    5  "J*  5  sir. 

aurantise,  §  j.     M.     Hujus  mist.,  sumat  cochl.  min.  bis  terve  in  die. 

During  the  last  two  years,  intermittent  fevers  have  occurred  more 
frequently,  in  soma  parts  of  this  city,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dty^ 
than  for  many  previous  years.  In  some  of  these  cases,  where  the  dis- 
ease has  proved  obstinate,  not  yielding  to  large  doses  of  quinine,  long 
continued,  we  have  found  it  to  be  promptly  arrested  by  the  administra- 
tion of  a  teaspoonful  of  the  following  mixture,  twice  or  three  times  a 
day — the  last  dose  being  administered  a  short  time  before  the  period  of 

the  anticipated  paroxysm. 

^,     Quinise  sulp.   3j.;  liquor-' pptassse  arsinitis,  f.    3  ij.;  acidi  sulph. 

aromat.,  f.   3j:  tinct.  cinch.  00.,  sir.  zingiberis,  aa.   |  ij. 

When  the  preparations  of  arsenic  are  employed,  it  is  safest  to  give 
the  medicine  after  a  meal.  Whem  thus  exhibited,  larger,  or  more  ef- 
fectual doses  may  be  given  with  more  safety  than  when  taken  fasting. 
Should,  however,  gastric  irritation  arise,  under  its  use,  or  swelling  or 
stifihess  of  the  eyelids  occur,  the  medicine  should  be  immediately  dis- 
continued. 

Should  it  from  any  cause  be  desirable  to  administer  these  remedies 

in  the  form  of  a  pill,  we  may  employ  the  following  formula : 

5.  Acidi  arseniosi,  gr.  ij.;  quinise  disulphatis,  3j.;  conserv.  ros», 
3  ss.  Misoe  optime,  et  fiat  massa;  iii  pilulas  xxx.  dividenda ;  sumali 
unam  bis  quotidic. 

We  have  had  recently  much  experience  in  the  use  of  the  different 
preparations  of  manganese,  and  have  become  fully  satisfied,  that  this 
mineral  tonic,  in  its  different  combinations,  will  prove  a  most  valuable 
addition  to  our  pharmaceutic  preparations. 

The  most  important  preparations  of  manganese  for  pharmaceutical 
purposes,  are  the  phosphate,  the  mdlate,  and  the  iodide  of  manganese. 

Afber  the  subjoined  formula,  we  have  administered,  in  tuberculosis,  to 

a  large  number  of  patients,  the  phos|)hate  of  manganese,  with  the  most 

favorable  results. 

]^.     Manganesi  phosphatis,    3ij;;  tinct.  cinchone,    |iij.;  sir.  sarBA, 

|iv.;  mucil.  acacise,  §j.;  ol.  gaultherise,  gtt.  xx.    Fiat  mistura,  cpjua 

sumaator  coch.  duo  vel  tria  minima  bis  terve  in  die. — Ep.  of  Braith.  v.  tl. 


n 


Pkarrnacy.  191 


%\iutmutji 


ANTHEMIS  NOBILIS. 

Chamomile, 

Tbis  plant  is  a  native  of  Europe,  where  it  is  largely  cultivated  for 
medicinal  purposes.     The  flowers  are  the  part  used. 

MCDIOAL   PRO'PSRTIKS. 

Tonic.     Used   in  enfeebled  digestion,  general  debility  and  languid 
appetite.     In  large  doses  will  act  as  an  emetic. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  :|  to  1  dram. 

Solid  Extract "   4  to  20  grains. 

INFUSION    OF    CHAMOMILE. 

Fluid  Extract 2  ounces. 

Water ^ I  pint. 

Dose,  half  to  one  ounce. 

COMPOUND   CHAMOMILE    PILLS. 

Solid  Extract  of  Chamomile 1  dram. 

Solid  Extract  of  Rhubarb 5  grains. 

'   Assafoetida .' |  scruple. 

Mix ;  divide  into  30  pills. 

Dose,  one,  three  times  a  day  in  flatulent  dyspepsia. 

IN  DYSPEPSIA  dec. 

Extract  Anthemidis '. 2  drams. 

01.  ess.  Anthemidis .* 12  drops. 

Pulv.  Anthemidis • q.  s. 

Make  into  120  pills :  from  eight  to  ten  to  be  taken  daily. 

IN   FLATULENT    DYSPEPSIA. 

Extract  Anthemidis « 1  dram. 

Assafoetida .-  r ^     '^ 

Pulv.  Rhei 1  scruple. 

Make  into  a  mass,  and  divide  into  30  pills :    take  three  twice  a 
day. 

IV   INDIQJBSTIOH. 

Extract  Anthemidis 2  scruples. 

Aloto  Sooot 

Zinziberis  Pulv.  ana ^  dram. 

[ix,  and  divide  into  20  plils :  take  one   or  two   an  hour   before 
dinner. 
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RICHMOND  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


Dr.  E.  S.  Gaillard,  Editor  jfti(^  proprietor  of  The  Richmond  Medial 
Journal,  Va:,  haviDg  resigned  t|i%Professorship  of  General  Pathology, 
and  Pathological  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  College  of  Virginia,  and, 
having  accepted  a  similar  Professorship  in  the  Kentucky  school  of  Med- 
icine, the  Journal  mentioned  will,  hereafter,  be  published  at  Louisville^ 
Kentucky.  The  title  of  the  Journal  will  be  j[%e  Richimmd  and  Louis- 
ville Medical  Journal,  The  folloitring  Gentlemen  have  be<K)me,  associate 
Editors  of  this  work :  Professors^G.  S.  Bedford,  New  York ;  T.  S.  Bell, 
Louisville,  Ky.;  J.  C.  Cabell,  University  of  Virginia;  S.  E.  Chaille, 
New  Orleans ;  S.  C.  Chew,  Baltimore,  Md.;  J.  J.  Chisolm,  Charles- 
ton, S.  C;  S.  H.  Dickson,  Philadelphia ;  F.  H.  Hamilton,  New  York ; 
J.  M.  Holloway,  Louisville,  Ky.|  L.  S.  Joynes,  Richmond,  Va.;  Z. 
Pitcher,  Detroit,  Michigan ;  Lewj^  A.  Sayre,  New  York ;  Alfred  StiUe, 
Philadelphia;  T.  Gaillard  Thon^,  New  York;  W.  H.  Van  Buren, 
New  York.  . 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to . 

E.  S.  GAILLARD,  M.  D., 
Locked  Box  29,  Louisville,  Ky. 


DR.  L.  A.  BABCOCK'S  UTERINE  SUPPORTER. 


Dr.  L.  A.  Babcock,  of  Fr:eeport:  111.,  has  made  an  improYoment  in 
Uterine  Supporter,  which  bids  fair  to  supplant  all  other  instruments  in- 
vented for  Uiat  purpose.  It  is  easily  adjusted,  az^  coznfoirtftble  to  the 
patient.  Physicians  who  have  used  the  instrument  for  their  patients, 
report  most  satisfactorily  relatitia  to  its  results. 

FoRDYCE  Foster,  of  Sandy  Hill, 

Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  State  Agent 


Correspondents  will  oblige  by  writing  plainly  their  NatMs^  Town^ 
County  and  State,  We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
these  are  omitted. 
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COCCULUS    PALMATUS.    (WaUich.) 

{OoluTfibo.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATES,  M.  D, 


Formerly  this  plant  was  incorrectly  described  as  Menisperaum 
Palmatum]  the  (hlumbo  Plant 

Natural  Orbeb. — Menispermacece. 

According  to  the  artificial  classification,  calnmbo  belongs  to 
Class  IHoecia,  and  to  Oraer  Sexandria. 

Habetat. — Mozambique  in  Eastern  AMca,  as  well  as  inland  for 
Sfteen  or  twenty  miles,  and  the  Isle  of  France.  It  has  been  cnl- 
tiyitted  in  Madras. 

Botanic  Chabaoteb. — ^Root,  perennial,  of  several,  fasciculated^ 
ftusiform,  fleshy  tubercles,  which  are  brown  externally,  and  deep 
ydlow  internally,  and  very  bitter.  St^as  annual,  herbaceous,  as- 
eending  spirally,  lower  potion  beset  with  long  glanduliferous 
itaiiB.      Staminiferous    stems,   simple,    pistiliferous,     branching. 
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Leaves  alternate,  five  to  seven  lobed,  cordate,  nearly  orbicular, 
margins  wavy,  also  the  surface,  dark  green  above,  paler  beneatli^ 
hirsute  on  both  sides,  with  long,  hairy  petioles,  about  the  length  of 
the  leaves.  Racemes  axillary,  drooping,  solitary,  in  the  female 
shorter  than  those  of  the  male.  Flowers  small,  green,  diceciouf^. 
Calyx  is  glabrous,  six  sepals,  arranged  in  a  double  series.  Petals 
six,  pale-gi*een,  in  a  single  row.  Stamens  opposite  to  the  petals, 
witli  terminal,  truncate,  four  celled ;  anthers.  PisHk,  three,  two  of 
which  are  frequently  abortive ;  stigma  spreading.  FruifdnxpacGOua 
or  bemed,  about  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  densly  covered  with  a  long 
spreading  hairs,  tipped  with  black  oblong  gland.  Seeds  transversely 
straite,  black  and  some  what  renifomi. 

Preparation  of  the  iJoofe.— Pereira  observes ; — "  The  natives  never 
cultivate  the  plant,  the  spontaneous  produce  being  sufficient  The 
roots  are  dug  up  in  March  (the  hot  season),  the  offsets  from  the 
main  root  are  separated  and  cut  into  transverse  slices,  and  then  dried 
in  the  shade.  It  is  deemed  fit  for  commerce  when,  on  exposure  to 
the  sun,  it  breaks  short ;  and  of  a  bad  quality  when  it  is  soft  or 
blaek^" 

Commerce. — Columbo  is  exported  by  the  Portuguese  from  their 
possessions  in  the  southeast  of  Africa.  It  is  sent  direct  to  India, 
and  from  thence  forwarded  to  Europe.  •  The  root  was  at  first  sup- 
posed to  come  from  Columba  the  capital  of  Ceylon,  and  from  which 
it  was  said  to  derive  its  name ;  but  its  English  name  is  derived  from 
the  Portuguese  word  Kalumbo,  the  o  in  which  is  mute.« 
^Pereira). 

Med.  Prop,  and  Action. — Waring  calls  it  a  mild  tonic  and 
stomachic ;  says  it  is  a  very  mild  and  valuable  tonic,  and  is  in  most 
cases,  easily  retained  on  the  stomach,  when  the  more  powerful 
vegetable  bitters  are  rejected. 

Physiological  Effects. — ^Dr.  Pereira  observes,  in  relation  to 
the  subject ; — "  Calumbo  is  an  excellent  tonic,  promoting  the  ap- 
petite, assisting  the  digestive  process,  and  improving  the  quality  of 
the  secretions  from  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrana  It  is 
not  a  stimulant ;  for  Dr.  T.  Percival  took  twenty  grains  of  it  on  an 
empty  stomach,  but  he  did  not  observe  that  it  had  the  least  effect 
on  the  regularity,  fullness,  or  velocity  of  the  pulse.  In  consequence 
of  the  quantily  of  starch  which  it  contains,  it  is  sometimes  turned 
a  mv^laginous  or  demulcent  tonic    It  agrees  with  Iceland  moss  in 
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this  circiuDstance.  But  &om  this,  as  well  as  &om  quassia,  it  is 
distinguished  by  ite  aromatic  properties.  In  some  respects  (i.  f 
its  tonic  and  aromatic  qualities)  it  approximates  to  rhubarb,  but  it 
is  devoid  of  the  purgative  and  astringent  properties  of  the  latter. 
Ite  wantofastringencydistingaishesit  from  the  astringenttonics  (as 
cinchona).  It  does  not  appear  either  to  constipate  or  relax  the 
bowels." 

As  it  contains  neither  tannic  nor  gallic  acids,  it  may 
be  given  in  combination  with  the  salts  of  iron.  The  infiision  re- 
quires to  be  freshly  prepared  daily,  as,  in  consequence  of  the  large 
proportion  of  starch  which  it  contams,  it  rapidly  decomposes. 
It  contains  a  non-nitrogenized  crystalHzable  principle.  Columbine, 
which  is  but  slightly  soluble  in  water  or  proof  spirit ;  an  alkaloid, 
Berberine ;  and  an  acid,  Coluwbic  Acid,  Columbate  of  Berberine  is 
contained  in  the  tincture  and  infusion.  (Waring.)  No  ex- 
periments, as  StUl^  observes,  besides  the  inconclusive  ones  of  Per- 
dval  have  been  made  to  illustrate  the  physiological  action  of  this 
medicine.  Dr.  Stills  remarks, — "  The  taste,  and  probably  the  med- 
icinal qualities  of  columbo,  depend  upon  two  proximate  principles, 
columbin  and  berberin,  the  former  of  which  is  very  slightly  soluble 
in  water  or  alcohol,  but  readily  in  acids  and  alkalies,  while  the  latter 
is  very  soluble  in  alcohol,  from  which  it  is  precipitated  by  water. 
From  these  facts,  it  follows  that  the  active  properties  of  columbo 
are  not  wholly  extracted  by  a  watery  inftision." 

Incompatibles. — ^Lime  water;  corrosive  sublimate;  the  ac- 
etate and  diacetate  of  lead.  (Waring.) 

Therapeutic  Uses. — Cholera  Morbus. — Dr.  Percival,  as  quoted 
by  Stills,  states  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  East  Indies  have  for  a 
long  time  used  this  agent  in  disorders  of  the  stomach  and  bowels. 
He  also  cites  the  testimony  of  a  surgeon  who  long  served  in  the 
East  Indies  to  the  effect  that  in  cholera  morbus  it  alleviates  the 
tormina,  checks  the  purging  and  vomiting,  and  speedily  recruits 
the  exhausted  strength.  Waring  remarks  relative  to  the  thera- 
peutic uses  of  this  remedy ; — "  In  gastric^  irritation  after  fevers, 
and  other  debilitating  diseases,  and  in  dyspepsia,  in  which  irritation 
of  the  stomach  is  a  prominent  symptom,  there  are  few  medicines 
which  have  proved  more  generally  useful  than  calumba,  given  in 
the  form  of  infusion.  It  effectually  allays  the  irritation,  strengthens' 
the  digestive  organs,  increases  the  appetite,  and  gives  tone  to  the  sys- 


/    . 


1.^  The  Journal  of  Maieria  Mediccu 

tern  generally.  It  may  be  advantageously  combined  with  other  tonics 
o?  sedatives,  particularly  with  prussio  acid,"  In  some  oases  of 
cliolera  morbus,  it  will  be  found  beneficiji,l  to  associate  with  this 
remedy,  small  doses  of  camphor  and  opium.  In  others,  a  com- 
bination of  the  fluid  extract  of  hanwueUs  virginica,  with  this 
agent,  will  speedily  arrest  the  progress  of  the  ^disease.  Patients 
who  wiU  not  tolerate  the  use  of  opium,  will  be  benefited  by  giv- 
ing a  combination  of  columbo,  matico  and  hyoscyam\:is.  Some- 
times  gelsoninum  given  in  conjunction  with  this  agent,  will  be 
found  very  efficient  Whatever  remedies  may  be  used  for  the  cure 
of  this  malady,  columbo  will  be  found  one  of  the  most  valuable 
tonics.  The  safety  of  its  administration  need  not  be  questioned, 
provided  there  is  no  inflammation  present 

DiABEH(BA« — Dr.  King  alludes  to  the  use  of  columbo  in 
diarrhoea.  Dr.  Percival,  *  as  quoted  by  Waring,  found  the  in- 
fusion of  columbo  effectual  in  arresting  the  discharges  in  diarrhoea, 
attendant  on  dentition.  W.  remarks;  **It  may  be  given  with 
safety  to  young  children. "  He  adds : — "  in  other  forms  of  diarrhoea, 
it  has  also  been  employed  with  advantage."  Pereira  says,  that  in 
habitual  diarrhoea,  columbo  ofl;en  proves  serviceabla  This  agent 
may  be  administered  in  this  malady  to  great  advantage,  in  comt- 
bination  with  bismuth ;  or  should  the  symptoms  appear  to  require 
a  narcotic,  small  doses  of  opium  may  be  associated  with  it  with 
the  best  results.  Should  this  affection  assume  a  chronic  form,  much 
good  will  result  from  a  combination  of  matico,  columbo  and 
opium.  There  may  occur  cases,  in  which  the  tincture  of  the  ehlo- 
ride  of  iron,  the  persulphate  of  iron,  or  the  pemitrate  of  iron  al' 
teynated  with  columbo,  will  be  found  effective,  alternated  with  this 
ag^t  M.  Trousseau  speaks  confidently  of  the  virtues  of  this 
naedicine  in  quite  a  variety  of  diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal. 
In  chronic  mucous  diarrhoea^  Dr,  Copland  advises  the  inftision  of 
columbo,  as  a  valuable  tonic.  He  mentions  this  agent  particularly 
a3  J^  valuiible  tonic  in  such  cases,  especially  in  conjunction  with  the 
alk^n^  £^nd  other  absorbents,  and  with  aromatics,  opiates,  &c.  Med. 
I)ifit  voL  1,  p,  6X7.  When  this  malady  is  consequent  upon  the 
pu^peral  state  no  better  tonic  qan  be  advised  in  conjunction  with 
t|^  ordinary  treatment 
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Puerperal  Fever. — This  foim  of  fever  assumes  the  most  di- 
vei^e  types,  forms,  and  complications,  as  well  as  the  most  malignalrt 
and  fatal  character  of  any  malady  met  with,  in  this  or  any  Euro- 
pean countries.  Anterior  to  1689,  no  satisfiictory  accounts  of  puer- 
peral fevers  are  upon  medical  record.  The  earliest  accounts  of  tWs 
disease  as  a  distinct  malady,  appeared  in  inaugural  dissertations, 
published  at  some  of  the  universities  in  Europe.  The  earliest  of 
these  were  printed  at  Leyden  in  1689.  The  contagious  nature  of 
this  disease  has  been  a  mooted  question,  but  at  present  the  weight 
of  testimony  is  overwhelming  in  its  support.  This  element  is  of- 
ten witnessed  in  Lying-in  Hospitals.  Neither  physician,  or  nurse, 
who  has  attended  a  patient  of  this  class,  should  attend  others,  as 
either  might  communicate  the  malady  to  puerperal  females.  The 
treatment  of  this  disease  by  opium  alone  has  been  of  late  more 
successful  than  any  former  mode  of  medication.  Prof  A.  Clark, 
of  New  York,  is  deserving  of  much  credit,  and  the  lasting  thanks 
of  the  profession,  for  making  public,  his  opium  treatment  in  this 
affection.  Notwithstanding  the  success  of  this  treatment,  other 
measures  may  be  instituted,  which  are  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the 
safety  of  the  patient.  When  a  tonic  is  required,  some  authors 
have  recommended  columbo  in  preference  to  any  other.  Alkalis 
were  employed  by  Barker  and  Allen.  Borax  found  able  advocate 
in  Brefeld,  Bang,  and  CoplanA  Dr.  Denman,  as  quoted  by  Wag- 
ing, found  columbo,  in  the  low  stage  of  puerperal  fever,  more  gen- 
erally useful  than  cinchona.  Dr.  Waring  remarks ; — "As  a  Toiiic, 
it  is  particularly  adapted  to  debility  after  fevers  and  other  exhaust- 
ing diseases,  when  the  stomach  is  highly  irritable,  for  the  puerper- 
al state,  and  for  childhood.  It  may  be  given  in  infusion ;  or  the 
tincture  may  be  advantageously  added  to  an  ordinary  effervescing 
draught'' 

Mesenteric  Fever. — Diseases  of  the  mesentery  glands  are  fre- 
quently found  to  exist  in  complication  with  other  maladies,  such  as 
<5hr6nic  inflammation  of  intestinal  mucous  surface,  tubercular  diseaie 
of  the  lungs,  strumous  enlargement  of  various  glands,  as  Dr.  Cop- 
land says,  more  particularly  of  the  cervical,  bronchial,  and  axillary 
glands.  Intestinal  worms  are  said  to  be  a  frequent  complicatK^l 
The  treatment  of  this  malady  must  necessarily  be  somewhat  vari- 
ous, as  the  compUcations  are  numerous.  In  some  cases  Dr.  A* 
Thomson,  as  mentioned  by  Copland,  has  praised  the  combination 
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of  ten  grains  of  sulpL  of  potass.,  six  grains  of  calumba,  and  three 
of  rhubarb,  thrice  daily,  and  frictions  of  the  abdomen  with  soap 
liniment*  Dr.  Waring  quotes  Dr.  A.  T,  Thompson  as  stating  that 
he  had  found,  puL  columbae  combined  with  rhubarb  and  the  sul- 
phate of  potash,  exceedingly  valuable  in  mesenteric  fever.  In 
some  cases  of  this  affection,  columbo  alternated  with  iodide  of  potas- 
sium, or  the  extract  of  conium,  will  be  found  beneficial.  When 
tonics  are  indicated  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady,  columbo  has 
claims  equal  if  not  superior,  to  any  remedy  in  this  clasa 

Vomiting. — Dr.  Waring  remarks,  (p.  168): — "  In  ataxic  and  ner- 
vous vomiting,  particularly  in  that  of  pregnancy,  the  infusion  of 
calumba  is  a  most  ef&cacious  remedy.  It  will  often  succeed  when 
more  powerful  sedatives  have  failed.  A  very  severe  case  of  ner- 
vous vomiting  is  recorded  in  Ann.  Univera,  1844,  which,  after  re- 
sisting almost  every  mode  of  treatment,  yielded  to  gr.  viii  of  ca- 
lumba root,  thrice  daily.  It  has  littie  influence  in  the  vomiting 
attendant  on  cancer  of  the  stomach ;  and  is  contra-indicated,  when 
inflammation  is  present"  Dr.  King  observes  that  it  has  been  re- 
commended in  sympathetic  vomiting  not  connected  with  inflam- 
mation of  the  stomach,  as  in  that  of  pregnant  woman.  In  dys- 
pepsia, and  vomiting  it  may  be  advantageously  combined  with  the 
alkaline  bicarbonates,  says  Dr.  EL,  as  weU  as  in  debility  with  acid- 
ity of  the  stomach.  It  is  employed  in  various  combinations,  with 
aromatics,  anodynes,  antacids,  cathartics,  or  associated  with  other 
tonics.  Dr.  Percival  advises  the  use  of  this  agent  for  similar  aflfec- 
tions  Dr.  Copland  remarks,  relative  to  the  vomitings  &c.,  attend- 
ing the  earlier  months  of  pregnancy,  that  "  the  combination  of  the 
alkaline  or  earthy  carbons  with  inftisions  of  columbo,  cascarilla, 
and  with  tinctures  of  the  same  tonics,  and  with  the  addition  of  hy- 
drocyanic acid,  or  small  doses  of  opium,  or  of  chlorodyne,  will 
palliate  or  prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  symptoms.  Dr.  Pereira 
says ; — "  To  allay  vomiting,  when  not  dependent  on  inflammatory 
conditions  of  the  stomach,  calumbo  is  often  highly  serviceable ;  as 
in  bilious  vomiting,  in  the  sickness  which  so  frequently  attends 
pregnancy,  and  dentition.  Even  vomiting  arising  from  renal  cal- 
culi or  diseased  kidney  has  been  somewhat  palliated  by  calumbo. 
I  have  seen  the  most  satisfectory  results  from  the  combined  use  of 
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the  infusion  of  calumbo  and  effervescing  draughts,  (composed  of 
citric  acid  and  bicarbonate  of  potash),  in  those  occasional  attacks  of 
vomiting  especially  obsei'ved  in  delicate  females,  and  which  are 
commonly  termed  bilious  attacks."  Authoi's  miglit  be  multiplied 
to  a  great  amount,  who  speak  highly  of  the  employment  of  colum- 
bo  in  vomiting  occasioned  from  a  variety  of  causes.  There  re- 
mains not  a  doubt,  that  in  many  cases  it  evinces  a  positive  power 
of  arresting  vomiting. 

Dysentery. — When  tonics  are  indicated  in  the  latter  periods 
of  dysentery,  and  the  inflammatory  symptoms  nave  subsided,  col- 
umbo  often  proves  serviceable,  It  may,  even,  be  administered 
when  many  other  tonics  could  not  be  tolerated  by  the  patient 
Dr.  King  alludes  to  its  use  in  tliis  disease,  and  as  an  agent  of  na 
ordinary  repute.  Waring  speaks  of  its  efficacy  in  many  affections, 
as  effectually  allaying  the  irritability,  and  improving  the  digestive 
organs,  promoting  the  appetite,  and  imparting  tone  to  the  system 
generally.  Dr.  Percival  states,  as  mentioned  by  Stille,  of  his  own 
knowledge  that  it  is  serviceable  in  modemting  the  violence  of  the 
early  symptoms  of  dysentery,  but  still  more  so  as  a  coixiial  and 
tonic  towards  the  decline  of  the  attack.  Dr.  Copland  makes  favor- 
able mention  of  columbo,  as  a  tonic,  in  ceiiain  forms  and  stixges  of 
this  malady.  It  will  be  found  beneficial,  often,  to  administer  this 
agent  in  conjunction  with  small  doses  of  opium  and  camphor,  or 
cases  may  occur  in  which  ipecacuanha,  or  the  infusion  of  sei'pen- 
taria  will  be  found  valuable  adjuvants,  in  conjunction  with,  or,  al- 
ternated with  columbo.  This  disease  prevailed  in  Flanders  some 
years  since,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  north  of  France.  In  some 
villages  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  were  said  to  have  been  attacked 
the  same  day.  Various  remedies  are  mentioned,  as  having  been 
used,  but  columbo  appears  to  have  been  the  principle  tonic  ad- 
ministered. When  astringents  are  being  used,  this  agent  may^ 
with  safety,  be  entered  upon.  Frasera  carqliniensis,  the  American 
columbo,  is  considered,  by  some  writers,  equal  if  not  superior  ta 
the  foreign  columbo,  as  a  tonic.  Dr.  H.  G.  Lungreen,  Franklin, 
N.  C,  says  thjat  he  has  used  the  American  columbo,  and  it  has 
proved  valuable  in  his  hands,  in  the  treatment  of  dysenteiy,  cholera 
morbus,  cholera  infantum,  and  bihous  cholic,  affections  for  which 
the  foreign  columbo  has  been  used.  Dr.  Hildreth,  of  Ohio,  states 
"that  from  the  experiments  he  has  made  with  it,  (American  co- 
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lumbo)  he  is  induced  to  believe  it  fully  equal,  if  not  superior  to 
the  imported,  and  mentions  a  case  of  gangrene  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, in  which  it  had  proved  successful,  after  bark  and  other 
remedies  had  failed." 

Intermittent  Fever. — Dr.  King  observes ,  in  relation  to  the 
use  of  the  cocculus  palmatus ; — "  Like  other  strong  bitters,  it  oc- 
<3asionlly  checks  the  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers  of  hot 
<5limates."  A  powerful  tonic,  he  says,  may  be  formed  of  the 
alcoholic  exti-act  of  the  root.  Many  patients  can  not  tolerate  the 
quinine  treatment  in  doses  sufficiently  large  to  arrest  the  disease. 

In  such  cases,  full  doses  of  the  extract  of  columbo  should  be 
.administered  everv  four  hours,  alternated  with  small  doses  of 
•quinine,  so  as  not  to  disturb  the  patient  with  any  indications  of 
•cinchonism.  As  has  been  remarked,  columbo  may  be  advan- 
tageously combined  with  other  tonics,  or  with  sedatives. 

PREPARATIONS: 


Fluid  Extract,  -  -  Dose,  20  to  60  Dropa 
Solid  Extract,  -  -  -  "  4  to  10  Grains. 
Pills, -      2  grains  each. 

TINCTURE   OF   COLU^fBO, 

Fluid  Extract,  -  -  -  -  -  2  ounces. 
Diluted  Alcohol,         ....  i  pint 

Dose — One  and  a  half  to  four  drams. 

INFUSION   OF   COLOMBO. 

Fluid  Extract, 1  ounce. 

Water, 1  pint 

Dose — Three  dmms  to  one  ounce. 

WINE   OF   COLUMBO 

Fluid  Extract,  -----  1  ounce. 

Sherry  Wine,         .....       10       " 

DosK — Two  to  four  drams. 


./ 
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OOMPOUIirD  INFUSION  OF  COLUMBO. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Columbo,  -        -        -         1  dram. 
"  "  Orange  Pee],  -        -    4    " 

Water, 1  ounce. 

DosK — Two  drams  every  liour  in  atony  of  the  intestines,  manifest- 
ing itself  by  diarrhoea.  [M.  Hauneb. 

2.  Fluid  Extract  of  Columbo,        -        -  1  ounce. 

"  "  Ginger,     -        -  -        2  drams. 

Water,       --*..-  l  pint 

Dose — Two  ounces  every  two  hours  in  chronic  diarrhoea. 

3.  Fluid  Extract  of  Columbo,  -        -  1  dram. 

Ehubarb,     -        -        -      1 
Ginger,     -        -        -  i 

Water,  1  pint 

Dose — One  dram  in  diarrhoea. 

MIXTURE  OF  COLUMBO  AND  gASCARILLA. 

^  ounce. 


Li 


u 


u 


u 


u 


(( 


Fluid  Extract  of  Columbo,  - 

"  "  Cascarilla,     - 

Tincture  of  Orange  Peel,     - 
Syrup  of  Cinnamon, 

Water, 

DOS'B'— One  dtam  every  hour,  in  chronic  diarrhoea. 

COMPOUND   PILLS   OF  COLUMBO. 

Solid  Extract  of  Columbo,    - 
"  "  Ehubarb, 

"  "  Chamomile, 

Oil  of  Caraway,        -        .        ,        - 
Syrup  of  Saflfron,  .        -        .        - 

Make  into  four  grain  pills. 
Dose — ^Four  a  day  in  mania,  with  amenorrhoea. 


2  drams. 
2       " 
1  ounce. 
6     " 

[Berends. 

1  dranL 

2  scruples. 
2  drama 

5  drops, 
sufficient 


*-♦- 
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PRACTICAL    NOTES. 

BY  THBODORE  C.  MILLEE,  M.  D. 


Veratrum  Viride  IN  Constipation. — In  an  obstinate  case  of 
habitual  obstruction  of  the  intestines,  I  gave  three  drops,  five  times 
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daily,  of  the  Tincture  of  Veratrum  Viride,  and  in  the  course  of  two 
weeks,  eifected  an  entire  recovery. 

Constipation. — In  another  obstinate  case  I  found  the  follow- 
ing an  effectual  eccoprotic. 

T^,     Podophylli, gr,  iv. 

Cinchonae  Sulp. gr-    x. 

M.  f  pil.  n.  XX  S.     One  pill  every  night  at  bed  time. 

Diabetes. — A  patient  of  mine,  suffering  from  diabetes,  received 
great  benefit  from  a  combination  of: — 

Phosphoric  Acid, 

Fluid  Extract  of  Calisaya  Bark, 

Fluid  Extract  of  Bugle  Weed. 

Prior  to  the  employment  of  this  mixture  several  agents  had  been 
resorted  to  without  any  curative  or  palliative  effect 

Chronic  Diarrhea. — The  following  prescription  in  my  prac- 
tice, is  a  favorite  with  me,  to  combat  chronic  diarrhea : — 

Salicin,         - gr.  iv. 

Leptandri, gr.  i. 

Pill  Doveris,  Camphorae        -        .        .  gi-.  yi. 

Misce.  D.  S.  One  powder  in  the  morning,  middle  of  the  day^ 
and  at  night 

In  the  diarrhea  depending  upon  atony  of  the  intestines,  I  use 
fluid  extract  of  columbo.  In  some  cases  I  add  fluid  extract  of 
cascarilla  and  rhei. 

Dysentery. — ^In  several  cases  of  dysentery  I  have  used  with 
excellent  effect,  aqua  calcis  with  tinct  of  opium,  conjoining  the 
same  with  a  topical  application  of  spirits  of  camphor  to  the  abdo- 
men. In  the  advanced  stage,  when  there  is  no  fever  I  frequently 
advise  the  following  prescription  :— 

$1.   Fluid  Extract  of  Gentian,        -        -        -  ^  ^s. 

Fluid  Extract  Ehei. 
Fluid  Extract  Cinnamon,        -        -        -        -   5  ss. 
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Fluid  Extract  of  Leptan,  -        -        -         5  i. 

M.  S.     Every  hour  a  teaspoonlul. 
In  case  the  patient  is  low  and  nervous,  use : — 

Spirits  of  Camphor,         -        -        -         -         -    fl  5  i 
Deodorized  Tinct  of  Opium,     -        -        -  fl  3  ii 

Tincture  of  Crocus, fl  3  iss. 

M.  S.  Twenty  drops  four  times  daily.  To  combat  the  fever 
there  is  no  better  medicine  than  the  tincture  of  aconite  in  small 
doses.  ' 


ANALYSES    OF    HOT    SPRINGS,    ARKANSAS. 


BY   P.    H,    ELLSWORTH,   M.   D. 


I  propose  to  give  the  different  analyses  made  under  the  guidance 
of  Dr.  David  Dale  Owen,  State  Geologist  He  says :  ''  In  June, 
1858,  I  made  a  partial  examination  of  the  waters  of  the  Hot 
Springs,  by  boiling  down  one  and  a  half  gallons  of  the  waters 
taken  from  the  Kitchen  Spring,  and  foimd  the  contents  approx- 
imately reduced  to  one  gallon,  as  follows : 

Grammes, 
Organic  Matter,  combined  with  some  moisture,  116 

Silica,  with  some  Sulphate  of  Lime  not  dis- 
solved by  water,  - 140 

Bicarbonate  of  Lime,       ...         .  2*40 

"  •Magnesia,     -        -        -        -    0*50 

Chloride  of  Potassium,     ....         0*04 

Sodium, 0-218 

Oxide  of  Iron,  and  a  little  Alumina,  -  0*133 
Sulphate  of  Lime  dissolved  by  water,  -  -  0*350 
Loss,  Iodine?  Bromine?  -         -         -         0*053 


6*254 

During  the  winter  of  1859,  Dr.  William  Elderhorst  (then  Chem- 
ical Assistant  to  the  Survey)  analyzed  1000  grammes  of  the  so- 
called  Arsenic  Spring,  and  found  it  to  contain  : — 
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Lime^ 

Silicates, 

Sulphuric  Acid, 

Magnesia, 

Ghlorine,    - 

Soda, 

Potash, 


0-059020 
0-045600 
0-019400 
0007629 
0-002275 
0-004650 
0-001560 


Li  this  analysis  the  carbonic  acid  united  with  a  portion  of 
the  lime.  The  magnesia  was  not  estimated.  The  silicates  which 
were  left  undissolved,  were  found  to  contain  silica,  lime,  magnesia, 
iron,  and  manganese.  The  quantity  operated  on  was  too  small  to 
determine  the  proportions  hy  tveight  In  1860,  Prof.  Owen  made 
A  complete  analysis  of  a  spring  on  the  hill.  The  various  analyses 
gave  in  the  sediment 

Organic  Matter  (appocrinic  acid?)  -        0*0048 

Carbonate  of  Lime ;  a  little  Oxide  of  Iron, 

which  existed  partly  as  Carbonate  of  Iron, 

and  partly  combined  with  the  organic  acid, 

and  a  trace  of  Carbonate  of  Magnesia.        0*0092 

Silica,  with  a  little  Sulphate  of  Lime,  tinged 

with  Oxides  of  Iron,  and  Manganese,  0*0160 


0-0300 


The  above  was  obtained  from  1000  grammes  evaporated  to  dry- 
ness. The  part  of  the  matter  soluble  in  water  after  evaporating  to 
dryness  and  ignition : 

Magnesia, 0*0040 

Soda, •  -  -    0*0120 

Potash, 0*0030 

Chlorine,  -        -        -        -    .     -        -  •    0*0060 

Sulphuric  Acid, 0*0002 

0.0250 

The  part  insoluble  in  water  after  evaporation  and  before  ignition : 
Oi^nic  Matter,  (appocrinic  acid)  burnt  off 

by  ignition, 0.0018 

Silica  and  Silicates,  insoluble  in  acids,        -    0*0800 
Carbonate  of  Lime,       ...        -        0*0600 
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C^bonate  of  Magnesia,    -        -        -        -    0*0040 
Alumina  and  Oxide  of  Iton,  -        -        OOOIO 


01268 
Calculating  the  probable  combinations  of  these  acids  and  bases^ 
as  they  are,  in  all  probability,  united  in  water,  we  have : 
Approcrinate  ?    of  Protoxide  of  Iron,     -         0.025 
Silica  and  insoluble  Silicates,      -        -  0.060 

Bicarbonate  of  Lime,     -        -        -        -  0,086 

"  Magnesia,  -        -        -^        -      0.006 

Alumen  and  Oxide  of  Iron,  -        -        -  0.001/ 

Carbonate  of  Soda,    -        ^        -        -  0.0170 

Potash,      -        -        -        -         0.0040 
Sulphate  of  Magnesia        -        -        -  0.0002     ^ 

Chlorine  of         "  ....  0.0026 

Sulphate  of  Lime,      -        -        ■         -  0.000016 

There  is  (he  says)  still  an  excess  of  magnesia  remaining,  which 
probably  exists  as  iodide  and  bromide  of  magnesia ;  for,  though 
Dr.  Elderhorst,  operating  on  1000  grammes,  was  not  able  to  de- 
tect any  iodine  or  bromine,  yet,  when  I  extracted  the  solid  residue 
from  2000  grammes  with  alcohol,  evaporated  this  to  dryness  at  a 
low  temperature,  and  tested  it  with  protochloride  of  palladium, 
the  watery  solution  was  slightly  tinged  yellowish-brown,  indicative 
of  a  trace  of  iodine,  and,  if  larger  quantities  of  the  water  were 
cprated  on,  the  iodine  and  bromine  could,  in  all  probability,  be 
distinctly  brought  out 

In  drawing  conclusions  from  the  above  analyses,  I  would  give 
W.the  constituents  of  these  waters,  omitting  however,  the  propor- 
tions, alicates.  with  bases^  bicarbonates  of  lime,  bicarbonates  of 
nu^gnesia,  alumina,  with  oxide  of  iron,  carboiutte  of  soda,  carbon- 
ate.  of  potash,  sulphate  of  magnesia,  chloride  of  magnesia,  oxide 
rf  manganese,  sulphate  of  lime,  brqmine  a  trace,  iodine  a  trace, 
CBqganic  matter  a  trace  There  may  exist  a  ta?ace  of  lithia  (caar- 
bp^^s)  and  arsenic  a  trace,  combined  with  iron  or  lime,  yet  it  is  not. 
i^jMiicaAed  by  the  above  experiments,  and  we  have  no  assurance 
that  they  exist. 

Theire  are  fifty-four  springs  in  aU,  which  have  a  mean  temper- 
atii?je  of  134°  Fah.,  and  range  respectively  from  6&°  to  150°  Fah» 
ThjCy  totally  discharge  817  gallons  of  water  per  minute.    Ther 
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springs  are  situated  on  the  western  slope  of  Hot  Spring  Mountain 
(which  is  a  margin  of  the  Ozark  Mountains)  at  an  estimated  eleva- 
tion of  360  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  about  fifty-five 
miles  westerly  from  Little  Rock. 

Invalids  of  a  colder  latitude  will  find  this  a  delightful  resort  for 
the  fall,  winter  and  spring  months.  These  waters  enjoy  great  cele- 
brity for  their  benign  effects  over  rheumatism,  gout,  skin  diseases  as 
a  class,  scrofalous  ulcerations,  spinal  diseases,  nervous  affections  gen- 
erally, uterine  diseases  as  a  class,  mercurial,  mercurio-syphilitic,  and 
all  forms  of  syphiUtic  diseases,  over  which  maladies,  and  in  fact, 
many  f<5rms  of  chronic  diseases,  its  effects  are  truly  astonishing. 
These  waters  are  highly  stimulating,  and  are  considered  by  the 
majority  of  patients  as  a  species  of  luxury.  This  effect  is  due  to 
the  large  quantity  of  free  carbonic  acid  which  the  water  contains. 


EXTRACTS    FROM    DR.    GREENE'S    CLINICS. 


At  the  Ann  Harbor  University,  Michigan, 


Amputation  of  Thigh. — The  gentleman  with  deformed  limb 
who  presented  himself  on  a  previous  day,  submitted  to  amputation, 
which  was  performed  by  the  circular  method  at  the  middle  of  the 
thigh.  Operation  nicely  borne.  Prof  G.  presented  to  the  class 
another  limb  which  he  had  removed  (at  the  same  point)  from  a 
private  patient,  a  few  days  before,  in  which  the  lower  end  of  the 
femur  was  the  seat  of  malignant  disease.  Patient  was  a  shoemaker, 
and  the  disease  arose  at  the  peint  where  he  was  accustomed  to  hold 
the  boot  or  shoe  while  pegging.  Dr.  G.  said  that  the  fact  that  there 
was  in  this  case  a  locabexciting  cause,  and  that  there  was  no  cancer 
in  the  family,  rendered  the  prognosis  much  more  favorable  than  in 
ordinary  cases  of  similar  affections. 

Fibrous  Tumor  of  Ear. — Occurred  in  boy  9  years  old.  Tumor 
as  large  as  a  walnut  Was  removed  one  year  ago  but  has  returned. 
On  account  of  its  recurrent  character  the  wound  produced  by  its 
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removal  was  left  open  to  heal  by.  granulation,  and  to  be  dressed 
with  acetic  acid,  glycero-tannin;  &c.,  to  prevent  recurrence. 

Fibro-Cellular  Tumor  of  the  eye. — Boy  11  years  old.  Grot 
a  grain  of  powder  in  eye  two  years  ago.  Soon  after  tumor  ap- 
peared. It  was  of  blood-red  color,  size  of  a  bean,  and  extending 
from  the  cornea  nearly  to  the  canthua  Was  clearly  dissected  from 
the  eyeball.     Will  not  probably  return. 

Necrosis  of  Humerus. — Little  girl  of  11  years.  Had  perios- 
titis one  year  ago,  producing  death  of  the  bone  from  elbow  to 
shoulder.  The  arm  now  badly  swollen  and  discharging  pus  freely 
through  numerous  fistulas  and  openings.  The  dead  bone  is  now 
enclosed  in  a  thick  new  shell  of  bone  thrown  around  the  old.  This 
was  opened  with  chisels  in  tliree  places  just  above  the  elbow,  at 
the  middle  of  the  arm  and  just  below  the  shoulder,  and  this  dead 
bone  removed,-    Will  have  a  useful  arm. 

Granular  Lids. — Man  aged  35.  Has  had  bad  eyes  for  three 
years.  Has  spent  large  sums  of  money  for  "  all  sorts  of  treatment" 
Is  now  nearly  blind  from  opacities  of  cornea,  which  are  the  result 
of  the  long  continued  frictions  from  the  granulations.  So  great  is 
the  intolerance  of  light  that  he  is  obliged  to  keep  the  eyes  con- 
stantly and  heavily  shaded.  Prof.  G.  said :  "  This  is  a  very  common' 
and  a  very  important  affection,  inasmuch  as,  either  from  neglect  of 
seasonable  treatment  or  from  that  which  is  improper  in  its  character, 
a  large  number  of  eyes  are  annually  ruined,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
larger  number  that  are  more  or  less  impaired.  The  great  fault  with 
the  treatment  generally  is  that  it  is  not  unnecessarily  but  injuricms- 
ly  severe.  Caustic  preparations  are  used  in  a  routine  manner,  and 
as  often  used^  keep  up  the  very  disease  they  are  intended  to  cura 
These  may  be  used  occasionally  for  the  removal  of  large  gran- 
ulations or  for  profoundly  modifying  the  changed  nutrition  of  the 
past  But  they  should  be  used  only  for  a  well  defined  purpose  and 
then  omitted,  being  followed  by  simpler  dressings.  Almost  never 
is  it  necessary  or  proper  to  repeat  them  except  at  long  intervals, 
and,  in  fact,  for  several  years  I  have  hardly  used  them.  Occasional- 
ly use  the  nitrate  of  silver,  sulphate  of  copper,  iodine  &c.,  but 
am  usually  content  with  free  scarifications  of  the  lids,  shaving  off 
large  granulations  and  applying  some  0ycerole^  that  of  tannin  in 
different  strengths  being  the  best" 

After  speaking  at  some  length  of  the  value  of  glycerine  as  a 
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solvent  of  any  substance  to  be  applied  to  the  eye,  and  of  the 
peciiliar  manner  in  which  the  action  of  these  sul^tances  is  mod- 
ified by  the  glycerine ;  also  of  the  importance  of  attending  care- 
fully to  the  constitutional  conditions  in  these  cases,  and  furth^moro 
of  the  necessity,  here,  as  everywhere  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
ajid  surgery,  of  avoiding  routineism,  taking  every  case  upon  its  own 
individual  merits  and  treating  it  upon  general  principles.  Dr.  G. 
shaved  off  the  granulations  and  applied  glycero-tannin  two 
drachms  to  tiie  ounca  The  immediate  effect  of  the  operation  was 
great  rehef  from  pain  and  intolerance  of  light,  and  the  patient  is 
now  (Feb.  5th),  rapidly  regaining  his  sight,  the  opacities  being  of  a 
character  to  absorb  after  friction  is  removed. 

Eczema  Capitis — Scald  Head. — Several  cases  of  tiiis  affection 
presented,  but  this  was  especially  interesting  as  occurring  in  a  man, 
middle  aged,  apparently  in  good  health,  and  who  had  never  been 
subject  to  any  form  of  eruption.     It  involved  tiie  entire  scalp. 

Treatment  advised  alteratives,  and ,  locally,  oil  of  cade  and 
glycerine. 

Enlaeged  Lymphatics — Glands  of  the  Neck. — Man  aged 
86.  Has  tumors  of  various  sizes,  from  that  of  an  ahnond  to  a 
goose  egg  on  botii  sides  of  head  and  neck,  and  on  right  side  ex- 
tending into  tiie  chest  No  surgical  interference  advised,  but  such 
constitutional  measures  as  would  improve  general  nutrition. 

Neglectbi)  Fslon  (  Whitlow), — A  man  aged  40  presented  him- 
self with  tiie  thumb  enormously  swollen,  distorted,  and  almost 
mortified,  with  several  fistulous  openings  leading  to  necrosed  bone. 

A  free  incision  was  made  and  the  dead  bone  removed.  Prof  G. 
remarked  timt  tiiis  was  a  common  case ;  instead  of  being  arrested 
at  once,  as  they  always  are  if  freely  and  properly  incised,  and  tiius 
the  destruction  or  deformity  of  a  member  avoided,  these  ielom 
are  poulticed  day  after  day,  and  sometimes  week  after  week,  till 
suppuration  takes  place,  and  in  many  of  the  cases  after  all  the  suf- 
fering the  patient  finds  his  fing^  or  hai^d  permanentiy  crippled, 
if  not  destroyed.  Ninety-nine  one-hundredths  of  tiiese  mi^t  be 
cured  in  48  hours  by  proper  treatment 

Double  Habb  Lip. — Littie  child  5  months  old  Deformity 
Vjery  great,  the  two  fissures  being  ipde,  e^^tending  into  each  nostril, 
and  an  unsightiy  ^^  snout "  projecting  in  the  centesr;  tiie  nose  bdag 
flattened  almost  even  with,  the  face.    The  central  portion  was  cut 
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into  the  form  of  a  triangle  to  fit  the  lateral  flaps,  which  were  pared 
and  dissected  freely  firom  the  cheek  bones,  and  slid  forward  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  raise  the  flattened  nose  and^make  a  good 
profile.  The  result  was  a  beautiful  face,  all  the  seams  uniting 
perfectly. . 

A  similar  case  was  presented  in  a  child  8  weeks  old,  operation 
deferred  till  middle  of  February  on  account  of  its  age. 
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TREATMENT   OF   SYPHILIS   BY    LARGE    DOSES 

OF   IODIDE   OF   POTASSIUM. 


BY  DR.  LK  CARPENTISR,  LEAVENWORTH,  KANSAS* 


In  the  number  of  the  London  Lancet  for  March,  1868,  is  a  letter  from' 
Mr.  Julius  Pollock  on  the  treatment  of  syphilis  by  large  doses  of  iodide 
of  potassium^  in  which  letter  are  reported  a  few  facts  tending  to  show 
how  well  the  iodide  of  potassium  is  bom  in  syphilitio  afibctions.  The 
largest  dose  given  by  Mr.  PoUoek  was  twenty  grains,  repeated  three 
times  a  day.  According  to  my  own  experience  on  the  sulject,  I  can  not 
consider  twenty  grains  a  large  dose  of  that  medicine,  and  I  think  proper 
to  relate  a  few  facts  about  the  use  of  iodide  of  potassium  in  syphilis. 

In  secondary  affections,  I  always  begin  by  administering  twenty  grain 
doses,  once  or  twice  a  day,  increasing  the  dose  by  ten  grains  every  third 
OOP  fourth  day,  until  two  drachms,  and  even  more,  in  the  twenty-four 
hours  are  taken.  I  have  very  seldom  observed  any  symptom  of  iodism 
with  such  doses,  unless  it  was  after  a  prolonged  use. 

In  tertiary  afiections,  I  have  adopted  the  following  process  of  ad- 
miilistering  iodide  of  potassium  : 

I  gir^uidly  increase  the  dose  of  iodide,  until  I  obtain  idome  well-marked 
sjrmptoms  of  iodism,  or  more  properly,  a^beginning  of  poisoning  by 
the  salt ;  then  I  diminish  gradually  the  doses,  or  I  stop  entirely  the 
remedy,  according  to  the  gravity  of  the  symptoms  presented. 

My  reasons  for  so  acting,  are  contained  in  a  few  words  :  As  soon 
as  tiiti  i<>di8m  appeasrs  the  syphilitic  isycSptoms  begin  to  decrease  rapidly 
aB^-ifae  cure  is  speedily  obtain^ -flrdm  ^ftt  moihent.  1  observed  tlids 
dftbl'  in  more  tikan  fifty  eaires^  in  the  hospitivls  as  well  as  in  prival;^ 
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practice,  and  since  then,  as  a  rule,  I  administer  the  iodide  of  potassium 
in  that  way. 

If  I  speak  about  the  doses  that  I  have  administered,  I  can  only  say 
that  some  organisms  are  more  rapidly  affected  than  others,  and  I  have 
seen  patients  affected  in  a  few  days,  with  eighty  or  one  hundred  grains, 
while  I  have  seen  others,  taking  for  several  days,  three,  four,  five,  and 
even  six  drachm  doses.  I  knew  a  man  who  was  literally  covered  with 
tertiary  syphilitic  ulcers,  and  who  took  six  drachms  every  morning  for 
three  consecutive  days,  before  he  presented  any  of  the  symptoms  of 
iodism.  With  that  man,  as  with  my  patients,  I  begay  in  giving  twenty 
grain  doses,  every  morning,  increasing  by  ten  grains  every  third  day, 
— Leavenworth  Medical  Herald, 


-•-^- 
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Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medioa. 


Medical  Makaosmsnt  of  Granular  Diseases  of  the  Eidnbts — 
A.  P.  Putcher.  M.  D.,  concludes  an  interesting  lecture  on  granular 
disease  of  the  kidneys,  {^Medical  and  Surgical  Beporter),  as  follows : — ^la 
the  management  of  this  disorder,  we  must  be  guided  by  its  form,  and  the 
progress  it  has  made.  When  it  is  acute,  if  you  are  called  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  attack,  the  patient  plethoric,  and  is  not  debilitated 
by  any  injurious  habits,  you  should  not  fail  to  use  antiphlogistics 
promptly.  And  this  is  upon  the  supposition  that  the  disease  is  inflam- 
matory, and  that  antiphlogistics  will  cure  inflammation.  I  have  by  long 
experience  found  that  nothing  will  give  jnore  speedy  relief  than  the  loss 
of  a  few  ounces  of  blood.  This  should  be  drawn  from  the  arm  freely 
in  a  large  stream.  Where  general  bleeding  is  not  indicated,  cupping 
the  loins  should  not  be  neglected. 

Next  to  bleeding,  purgatives  and  some  of  the  non-stimulating  diu- 
retics are  the  best  therapeutical  agents  that  can  be  employed.  Calomel^ 
podophyllin,  acetate  of  potash,  squills,  and  digitalis  may  all  be  employ. 
ed  to  suit  the  indications  of  each  particular  case.  I  know  of  no  oom- 
bination  of  therapeutical  agents  that  have  proved  more  useful  in  the 
latter  stage  of  this  disease,  particularly  when  dropsy  b  present,  than 
the  following  time- honored  presoiiptioa : 


^ 
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5.    Hyi   chlor.  mite, gr.  vi. 

Pul V.    diffitalis, 

Pulv.  scillse, aa  gr.  xij. 

Pul V.  gamboge, gr.  xiv.      M. 

Ft.  in  chart,  no.  12. 

Sig:  One  powder  every  eight  hours;  if  the  bowels  are  very  loose, 
the  gamboge  may  be  omitted. 

Particular  attention  s-hould  be  paid  to  the  condition  of  the  skin. 
Mild  and  sustained  diaphoresis  is  a  very  important  means  in  relieving 
p  the  engorged  kidney.  To  effect  this  end,  immediately  after  proper  de- 
pletion, I  am  in  the  habit  of  using  the  alcoholic  fumigating  bath.  After 
this,  the  patient  is  placed  in  bed,  and  such  moderate  warmth  is  used,  as 
will  prolong  the  effect  of  the  bath,  producing  free  perspiration. 

In  the  chronic  form  of  this  disease,  antiphlogistics  are  not  called  for. 
Bleeding  is  out  of  the  question,  and  cupping  is  rarely  useful.  Purg- 
•atiyes  are  frequently  beneficial,  but  should  be  employed  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  irritate  the  stomach.  As  in  the  acute  form,  so  also  in 
this,  the  functions  of  the  skin  should  not  be  neglected.  The  warm 
bath  is  here  of  essential  service.  Indeed,  it  is  one  of  the  most  efficient 
instrumentalities  we  have,  and  some  medical  writer  has  gone  so  far  as 
to  assert,  **  that  whenever  perspiration  comes  on,  either  spontaneously 
<nr  inoonsequenoe  of  medicine,  the  ease  almost  always  terminates  favor- 
ably." 

Much  diversity  of  opinion  exiHts  among  medical  writers  in  regard  to 
I  the  propriety  of  administering  mercury  in  either  form  of  this  disease. 
Dr.  Golding  Bird,  says,  *'  that  the  accumulated  experience  of  many 
years  has  shown  that  patients  laboring  under  this  malady  cannot  bear 
the  operation  of  mercury  ;  indeed  the  smallest  quantity,  even  a  couple 
of  grains  of  blue  pill,  has  produced  dangerous  and  fatal  salivation." 

I  could  not  say  that  such  has  b^en  my  experience  with  mercury,  in 
the  first  stage  of  either  fi)rnfi  of  tho  disorder  we  are  now  considering. 
It  is  well  known  that  we  occasiorilly  meet  with  an  individual  who 
cannot  bear  the  use  of  this  article  under  any  circumstances.  A  few 
[grains  of  calomel  will  in  them  produce  the  most  severe  ptyalism.  And 
[these  are  the  pifcients,  who  wh^-u  suffering  under  granular  disease  of  the 
jlddney,  appear  to  be  injured  by  its  use.  But  this  is  no  reason  why  it 
l^diQuld  be  condemned  in  all  cases.  When  dropsy  is  the  most  pressing 
[•ymptom,  in  combination  with  digitalis  and  squills,  I  have  frequently 
this  trouble  speedily  give  way,  when  every  other  therapeutical 
leasure  had  failed.  Indeed,  I  have  seen  such  remarkable  effects  at- 
Bnding  the  use  of  tnercury  in  this  disease  that  I  would  not  attempt  to 
\tt%tX  a  case  without  it. 
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In  the  cystic,  waxy  or  tubercular  kidney  I  do  not  recommend  the  use 
of  mercury.  It  can  not  possibly  exert  any  influence  in  correcting  or 
removing  the  local  lesion.  In  granular  disease  of  the  kidney,  it  may 
and  does  frequently  do  both.  To  deny  this,  would  be  to  reject  its 
agency  in  promoting  the  absorption  of  fibrin  when  exuded  in  other 
structures  of  the  body. 

But  while  1  place  my  chief  reliance  on  mercury,  in  treating  the 
chronic  form  of  this  disease,  I  do  not  neglect  the  use  of  other  remedits 
that  have  been  found  efficacious ;  especially  when  anasarca  is  a  dis* 
tinguishing  and  pressing  symptom,  vegetable  and  alkaline  diuretics  may 
be  freely  prescribed.  In  those  cases  where  there  appears  to  be  a  de- 
mand for  an  augmentation  of  the  quantity  of  urine,  I  have  frequently 
seen  this  speedily  accomplished  by  the  following : — 

'Sfi ,    Ext.  junip.f  fluid 

Ext.  UV8&  ursi.,  '^ aa  f  |  j. 

Potassd  acetat., • ^  ss.       M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  &veTj  four  hours,  in  a  wine^lassful  of  an  infusion 
of  eupaHmrium  perpuria,  or : — 

9.    Unct;  colocynth., f.  3  ij. 

Thfet.  <%italis, f.  fs*. 

Ext.  junip.,  fluid., f.  5  ijss.     M 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  every  six  hours.  This  prescription  will  produee 
watery  stools,  and  a  copious  discharge  of  urine. 

While  usiog  alteratives  and  eliminatives,  we  should  remember^  thai 
in  a  certain  sense  they  are  destructives ;  they  produce  more  or  leas 
waste  of  the  solid  tissues  and  fluids  of  the  body.  And  while  we  pull 
down,  we  should  also  build  w^—reeonBtruct,  Hence  tonics  and  re- 
storative haematics  may  be  employed  at  the  same  time.  Iron,  quinia, 
strychnia,  and  gentian  are  all  useful  medicines  in  this  disease,  especially 
the  citrate  and  sesquichloride  of  iron.  The  diet  should  ^so  be  regulated 
with  care:  it  should  be  more  animal  than  vegetable.  All  injurioua 
habits  should  be  abandoned,  and  the  patient  should  take  as  much  out 
of  door  exercise  as  his  strength  will  allow. 

A  remark  or  two  in  regard  to  the  managen^nt  of  those  who  have  a 
predisposition  to  this  disease.  And,  first,  the  most  important  thing  to 
be  looked  after  is  the  other  secretions.  We  should  ascertain  that  the 
skin  is  performing,  its  functions^  and  if  not  app}y  those  means  which 
will  promote  it9  healthy,  aetion.    This  may  be  aeoompliidiid  hjTrii 
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of  warm  baths,  frictian  with  a  coarse  towel,  and  exercise,  at  the  same 
time  keeping  the  body  warm  by  sufficient  clothing.  - 

We  should  also  correct  any  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs. 

If  the  individual  is  costive,  and  habitually  so,  give  him  a  teaspoonful 
of  the  following,  three  times  a  day,  after  each  meal : — 

1^,     £xt.  sennsB,  fluid., 

Syrup,  rhei  et  potassse  comp., aa  f.  |  ij.   M 

If  uric  acid,  or  any  of  its  compounds  are  present  in  excess,  the  diet 
^uld  be  mostly  vegetable  or  fruit ;  and  to  correct  the  uric  acid  diath^is, 
4ad  soothe  the  irritable  kidney,  you  may  prescribe  the  following : — 

^ .     Potassae  bicarbonas, §  j. 

Ext.  uvse  ursi  fluid., 

Ext.  humulus  lupulus;  fluid., aa  f.  |  ij.    M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day  in  a  wineglassful  of  cola  water. 

When  the  microscope  shows  a  large  amount  of  oxalate  of  lime  in  the 
wine,  the  nitro-muriatic  acid  is  a  useful  therapeautical  agent.  It  may 
be  prescribed  thus  : — 

]$.     Acid,   nitro-muriat., £  3  iij. 

Strychniffi, gr,  ij. 

T!lnct.  cinchon.  comp., f.  3  viij.     M 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  just  before  each  meal,  in  a 
wineglassful  of  cold  water. 

This  is  a  most  excellent  prescription  where  kidney  trouble  depends 
upon  defects  in  the  primary  assimilation. 

When  an  individual  is  threatened  with  this  disease,  all  alcoholic  stim- 
ulants should  be  strictly  prohibited.  When  taken  in  large  quantities, 
it  imposes  an  extra  burden  upon  the  kidneys  for  its  elimination,  and  it 
h  no  wonder  that  in  intemperate  persons  they  so  frequently  give  out. 
ICore  than  one-half  of  the  patients  who  present  themselves  at  our  clin- 
ics for  medical  treatment,  suffering  with  granular  disease  of  the  kidneys, 
Are  individuals  who  have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  intemperate  use  of  ardent 
ispirits.  This  is  a  significant  fact,  and  should  not  be  ignored  wh^n 
prescribing  measures  to  prevent  or  remedy  this  malady. 

Lipoma. — ^This  is  met  with  in  men  who  indulge  in  the  pleasure  of  the 
table.  It  consists  of  an  hypertrophy  of  the  skin  and  sub-cutaneous 
tissue  of  the  apex  and  alee  of  the  nose.  Careful  diet  and  avoidance  of 
stimulants,  with  a  well  stimulated  liver,  and  the  application  of  the 
MJkuwiiig  to  thd  nose,  to  be  kept  on  over  night : — 

3  • — Sulphur  ointment,   |  i ; 
k^dide  potass.,  3iij; 
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Muriate  ammonia,  3  ii  > 
Nitrate  potass.,     3  i* 

Mix  and  apply. — Eclectic  Medical  JournaL 


I 


Catarrhal  Ophthalmia. — ^Reported  case  submitted  to  the  Chicago 
Medical  Society  {^Chicago  Med,  JSxaminer), — Dr.  Hildreth  reported  & 
case,  of  catarrhal  ophthalmia,  occurring  at'the  Coimty  Hospital.  The 
globe  of  the  eye  continued  V)  enlarge,  until  it  was  two- thirds  the  size 
of  a  hen's  Qgg  and  resembled  malignant  disease.  Found  slight  syph- 
ilitic eruption  on  one  hand.  The  sight  of  the  eye  being  previously 
destroyed,  an  incision  was  made  in  the  eye,  but  little  serum  and  blood 
escaping.     The  patient  was  placed  upon  the  following  treatment; 

5 •     Hydrarg.  Bichlor., gr. j 

Potassae  lodidi, 3  iv 

Aqua I  viij 

M.     S.,  teaspoonful  every  four  hours. 

In  ten  days,  the  eye  had  contracted  to  a  small  stump,  the  cornea, 
lens,  and  humor  having  sloughed  before  the  enlargement  occurred. 
Thinks  that  had  the  anti  syphilitic  remedies  been  employed  early,  the 
eye  might  have  been  saved. 

Treatment  of  Tubercular  Meningitis — Dr.  J.  Cochrane  advises  the 
following  treatment :  {EclecHc  Medical  Journal), — 

The  emunctories  should  be  freely  unlocked;  jalapin  and  leptandrinf 
nitrate  potass. ;  alkaline  bathing  every  few  hours. 

Iodide  potass.,  tincture  aconite,  and  belladonna  should  be  freely  given 
in  alternation  with  ten  grains  of  bromide  potass.,  to  control  symptonis» 

An  evaporating  lotion  should  be  applied  to  the  head ;  the  foUowii^  . 
is  excellent : — 

9. — Aqua,  O; 
,         Spti.  camphor,  |ii; 
Chloride  sodium,   |  ss ; 
Tincture  belladonna,  |iss. — Mix, 

If  worms  are  suspected,  give  santonine ;  if  irritation  of  the  gums^ 
free  scarifications ;  if  there  is  depression  of  the  vital  powers,  stiraulanti 
— ^whenever  symptoms  are  subdued,  the  only  remedies  are  the  different 
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preparations  of  phosphorus,  glycerine,  salt-water  baths,  change  of  air ; 
blood  diet,  as  albumen,  juice  of  meat,  eggs.  . 
The  most  common  termination  of  tubercular  meningitis  ia  in  effusion. 

Iodoform. — ^This  substance,  in  powder,  has  recently  been  applied,  in 
Paris,  with  great  success,  to  the  surface  of  obstinate  ulcers.  It  rapidly 
causes  them  to  heal.  The  Jovrnal  of  Applied  Chemistry  remarks  of 
it :  "  In  addition  to  the  virtues  which  it  possesses  in  common  with  iodine, 
it  is  very  useful  as  an  anodyne,  and  especially  in  neuralgic  affections. 
In  many  local  diseases  it  is  employed  with  good  success.  It  possesses 
anaesthetic  properties  when  volatilized  and  inhaled,  though  to  a  degree 
inferior  to  chloroform  or  ether.  On  the  score  of  economy,  it  is  fully 
equal  to  iodine  or  any  other  of  its  compounds,  and  far  preferable  to 
most  of  them,  on  account  of  being  a  non-irritant,  and  becoming  more 
readily  absorbed  and  assimilated  in  the  system.  We  trust  that  its  use 
will  become  more  extensive,  and  would  urge  physicians  to  test  its 
qualities  more  thoroughly." — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 

Glycerine  and  Yolk  of  Eggs. — Four  parts,  by  weight,  of  yolk  of 
egg,  rubbed  in  a  mortar  with  five  parts  of  glycerine,  according  to  the 
PhiLadelphia  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  give  a  preparation  of  great  value 
as  an  unguent  for  application  to  broken  surfaces  of  the  skin  of  all  kinds* 
The  compound  has  a  honey-like  consistence,  is  unctuous  like  fatty  sub- 
stance, but  over  which  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  quickly  removed 
by  water.  It  is  unalterable,  a  specimen  having  laid  exposed  t«  the  air 
for  three  years  unchanged.  Applied  to  the  skin,  it  forms  a  varnish 
which  effectually  excludes  the  air,  and  prevents  its  irritating  effects. 
These  properties  render  it  serviceable  for  erysipelas  and  cutaneous  af- 
fections, of  which  it  allays  the  action.— Jlfcrfica/  and  Surgical  Rejyorter, 

Trkatmsnt  of  Diphtheria. — In  an  articles  on  the  treatment  of  diphthe- 
ria submitted  to  the  Chicago  Medical  Society,  by  De  Laskie  Miller.  M. 
'D,y  Profbssor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in 
Rush  Medical  College,  and  copied  into  the  Chieago  Medical  Journal^ 
the  author  writes  :-— 

''  In  almost  every  case,  a  cathartic  is  indicated  ;  though  the  bowels 
may  have  moved  at  regular  intervals,  they  are  seldom  thoroughly 
evacuated.  The  fbcal  matter  retained,  besides  causing  local  irritation, 
is  constantly  undergoing  changos,  and  gives  rise  to  the  accumulation  of' 
foetid  gases,  which  are  re  absorbed  to  produce  their  septic  influences 
on  the  blood.     This  may  be  prevented  by  completely  evacuating  the 
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bowels,  not  by  a  drastic  purgative,  which  by  its  perturbing  dTeet, 
might  aggravate  the  depressing  efTects  of  the  disease,  but  by  a  mild  and 
efficient  agent,  such  as  01.  ricini,  with  the  Ol.  teFebinthinsB,  in  quantities 
and  proportions  to  suit  the  age  of  the  patient. 

Commence  immediately  with  a  prescription  containing  antiseptic, 
tonic,  restorative  and  eliminative  agents.  I  am  in  the  habil  of  pre- 
scribing something  like  the  following,  varying  the  proportions  to  meet 
the  peculiarities  of  the  particular  case,  viz :  5  •  *•*•  ^^^^  chloridi  3  ii, 
potas.  chlorat.  3  ii,  morph.  muriat.  gr.  i,  acid  muriatic,  dil.  3  ii,  aq. 
destil.  I  i,  Syrupi,  §  ii.  M,  S.  Dose,  a  teaspoonful  every  2d  or  3d 
/  hour ;  or  in  urgent  cases,  every  hour. 

It  should  be  taken  without  further  dilution,  for  in  addition  to  its 
general  eflfect,  it  is  the  most  efficient  local  application  we  can  make. 
To  prevent  irritation  of  the  stomach,  a  few  swallows  of  water  may  be 
taken  just  before  the  medicine.  Nutritious  food,  liberally  partaken  of 
is  of  the  first  importance.  In  the  majority  of  cases  no  other  treatm^t 
will  ^  be  required." 

How  TO  Mask  thb  Bittbr  Tastx  of  Epsom  Salvs. — Mr.  Ck>mbes 
has  found  that  coffee  possesses  the  power  of  covering  the  nauseous 
taste  of  sulphate  of  magnesia ;  we  are  told  that — 

The  following  is  his  formula  for  an  ordinary  dose  of  about  an  oun^e 
of  the  salt.  Sulphate  of  ma^esia  30  parts;  ground  coffee  10;  Y^6^^T 
700  or  800.  Boil  them  briskly  together  for  two  minutes  in  an  untinned 
vessel.  Remove  from  the  fire,  and  having  allowed  the  mixture  to 
infuse  for  a  few  minutes,  strain  it.  Sugar  it  and  drink  it  hot  or  cold, 
according  to  taste.  To  insure  the  effect,  the  coffee  must  be  boiled  wiUi 
the  salt  as  directed  above  ;  adding  th^  latter  to  it  afterward  or  to  ^ 
infusion  d^es  not  suffice.  If  the  quantity  of  the  sulphate  be  much 
increased,  and  it  is  desired  not  yet  to  add  more  coffee  than  the  above, 
that  will  suffice  if  while  the  fluid  is  boiling,  a  grain  or  two  of  tannin  be 
added. — Braithwaites^s  Retrospect, 


Phosphatb  of  Lime. — Dr,  KuQhenmeister  recpmn;iLenda  l^he  foUowuig 
formula  in  cases  in  which  phosphate  of  lime  is  indicated :  Calais  ptv^ 
phat.,  3ij.;  calcis  carbon.,  3j.;  saccji.  lactis,  3  iij.  M.  3  ss.  bis  terve 
in  die.  Instead  of  the  milk  sugar,  lactate  of  iron  may  be  subsljituted^ 
if  iron  be  required.  The  eapeciid  us^  of  the  carbo^te  of  lime  i^p^^^M^ 
f  to  be  that  carbonic  aoid  is  Ub^rated  by  the  add  of  ii^  s|;0D)#Qh^  #i|4 
dLiaol ves  the  phospl^ate.  Laotic  j^cid  ia  alfig^  %i9€|d  fftoiixk  tl>e  ^^^i^ 
^  p«k  ii^  ffiQm  the  lap^f^  of  iron,  t^d  dj^agl?^  «fefe  phcwptefta.    Ik^ 
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most  ready  way  of  absorption  is.  however,  when  the  phosphate  is  given 
with  food,  especially  with  milk,  with  which  it  forms  a  soluble  com- 
Innation. — Idem, 

CiTRATB  OF  Iron  and  Strtohnia. — ^The  citrate  of  iron  and  strydi- 
nia  is  a  preparation  which  has  lately  been  used  with  considerable  sue- 
<3ee8  at  the  Royal  Free  Hospital  by  Dr.  O'Connor.  The  dose  is  about 
three  grains  three  times  a  day,  and  taken  immediately  after  a  meal.  In 
cases  of  dyspepsia  of  an  atonic  character,  in  atonic  affections  of  the 
uterus,  as  an  emmenagogue,  and  in  chorea,  it  has  chiefly  proved  useful. 
—Idem. 


Abstracts  from  the  best  Writings  on  Neuralgia. — The  follow- 
ing is  the  formula  of  Raupue's  celebrated  liniment,  and  we  have  found 
it  in  several  instances,  a  valuable  and  powerful  application : 

B .  Extract  of  belladonna,  two  scruples ;  laurel  water,  two  ounces ; 
sulphuric  ether,  one  ounce.     Mix. 

Let  it  be  rubbed  on  the  part,  and  a  flannel  moistened  with  it  left 
applied. 

Dr.  Johnson  says,  that  steeping  two  or  three  folds  of  lint  or  rag  iki 
the  liquor  ammoniacae,  and  inclosing  them  in  the  top  of  a  wooden  pill- 
box, and  applying  it  to  the  skin  from  one  to  two  minutes,  is  a  very 
valuable  means  of  counter-irritation,  producing  a  crop  of  vesicles,  and 
requiring  no  subsequent  dressing. 

The  endermic  application  of  morphine  is  very  strongly  recommended 
by  Dr.  A.  T.  Thompson,  in  all  cases  where  pain  is  the  prominent 
symptom.  Dr.  T.  employs  the  hydrochlorate,  mixing  one  or  two 
grains  with  six  of  sugar,  and  sprinkling  it  on  the  denuded  blistered 
surface  twice  a  day.  To  affect  the  general  system,  the  nearer  it  is 
applied  to  the  head  the  better.  Smaller  doses  may  be  used  at  first. 
A  pustular  eruption,  often  of  some  severity,  usually  follows,  and  is 
itself  a  source  of  relief. 

Dr.  Richab,  of  Strasburg,  attributes  great  good  to  one  grai^  of 
quinine  and  two  of  common  sniiff]  introduced  itttd  the  nostril  of  the 
affected  side.  It  has  been  found  to  act  as  a  charm,  and  may  at  all 
events  be  safely  tried.  Perhaps  errhines  are  too  much  forgotten  in 
af^tions  of  the  fiflh  pair.  Frictions  with  the  veratria  ointment,  or  by 
tbe  endermic  method,  are  doubtless  of  value,  and  perhaps  failure  not 
vi^eqiieittly  depends  upon  their  imperfect  mode  of  application. 

>Br.  G^nrehill  advises  the  following  form  of  plaster : 
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5,  Carbonate  of  ammonia,  one  drachm;  extract  of  belladonna, 
three  drachms. 

Pereira  speaks  favorably  of  the  tincture  of  aconite  rubbed  in  with  a 
sponge  attached  to  a  stick,  till  the  pain  ceases.  One  to  three  drachms 
were  used  at  each  application.  Three  minims  may  be  given  internally 
for  a  dose. 

Mr.  Jeston  after  giving  one  or  two  doses  of  calomel  and  rhubarb, 
gave — 

5 .  Narcotine,  two  grains ;  dilute  sulphuric  acid  twenty  minims ; 
infusion  of  roses  one  ounce  and  a  half.  Every  two  hours  during  the 
intermission.  It  frequently  arrested  the  disease  at  once.  The  same 
observer  advises  colchicum,  especially  in  rheumatic  and  intermitting 
pains. 

Mr.  Baily,  of  Harwich,  obtained  much  credit  from  the  following 
preparation  of  belladonna :  Macerate  for  twenty  days,  two  ounces  of 
the  dried  leaves  in  a  pint  of  proof  spirit.  Dose  from  twenty  to  forty 
drops. 

M.  Valleix,  in  his  elaborate  treatise  on  neuralgia,  in  addition  to  fly 
blisters,  quinine,  steel,  etc.,  states  that  much  benefit  resulted  from  pills 
composed  of  equal  parts  of  henbane,  valerian,  and  oxide  of  zinc,  given 
in  increasing  doses  of  from  one  to  thirty  per  day. 

The  hydrochlorate  of  ammonia,  in  doses  of  a  scruple  to  half  a  drachm, 
three  times  a  day,  is  recommended  by  the  German  and  some  British 
practitioners,  as  of  great  value  in  cases  of  facial  neuralgia  and  hem- 
icrania. 

A  pound  of  quicksilver  laid  on  the  affected  eye  in  oil  silk,  pencilling 
the  part  with  Gourlard  extract,  equal  parts  of  eau  de  cologne  and  sul- 
phuric ether  poured  on  the  cheek  and  forehead,  a  plaster  of  opivm  and 
belladonna,  were  also  the  means  of  temporary  relief. 

Dr.  Baillie  was  very  partial  to  three  or  four  grains  of  the  extract  of 
henbane  twice  or  three  times  a  day  in  facial  neuralgia ;  and  Dr.  War- 
ren placed  his  chief  reliance  on  small  doses  of  blue  pill  and  belladonna. 

Shaving  the  head,  and  washing  ijti  with  cold  water,  and  the  use  of  the 
oold  douche  for  two  or.  thrje^  mtnu^  on  alternate  ^ajs,  has  at  tim^ 
tttooeeded. 

In  the  '^  Bulletin  G6n  de  Thersp^tique,"  it  is  stated  that  the  principle 
of  treatment  is  to  check  or  mitigate  the  paroxysm  by  a  full  dose  of 
opium  and  ether,  given  immediately  before  the  paroxysm  and  to  ad- 
minister large  and  frequent  doses  of  bark  during  the  remission.  Teh 
to  fifteen  grains  of  quinine,  exhibited  after  the  pain  has  ceased,  will  at 
once  make  an  impression,  and  very  often  abridge  the  next  paroxysm. 
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Many  very  obstinate  cases  were  cured  by  giving  opium  until  nar- 
cotism was  produced.  Some  were  bled  during  its  continuance,  and  the 
pain  ceased  in  the  majority. 

Dr.  Christin  speaks  highly  of  the  following  plan  : 

g  Acetate  of  morphia,  one  grain ;  distilled  water,  four  ounces  ; 
syrup  of  acacia,  one  ounce.     Mix.     A  tablespoonful  every  hour. 

When  the  pain  is  relieved,  and  sleep^comniencing,  every  two  hours, 
suspending  if  narcotism  is  induced ;  the  patient  to  avoid  fluids  during 
its  administration.     It  often  caused  perspiration,  diarrhoea,  and  diuresis. 

We  think  well  ourselves  of  small  and  repeated  doses  of  opium.  Dr. 
Bardsley,  in  his  Hospital  Reports,  relates  several  successful  cases  from 
the  free  use  of  morphine. 

Mr.  Greenhow  read  a  paper  at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association 
at  Newcastle,  insisting  upon  the  value  of  inducing  rapid  but  moderate 
salivation,  and  relates  several  cases  of  success.  It  would,  no  doubt, 
prove  useful  in  many  cases  where  the  visceral  health  was  principally 
disturbed.     The  suggestion  is  worth  remembering. 

Dr.  Burgess  strongly  advises  ten  grains  of  extract  of  aconite  made 
into  12  pills  with  liquorice  powder,  and  one  to  be  given  every  two  hours, 
repeating  it  till  the  pain  was  relieved. 

Croton  oil,  has  also  lately  been  much  recommended  by  Sir  Chailes  , 
Bell  and  Drs.  Newbigginff  and  Allnat,  as  possessing  some  specific  in- 
fluence on  the  ganglionic  nerves,  apart  from  its  purgative  action. 

Dr  Bennett  has  found  the  iodide  of  potass  of  great  use  in  cases  of 
nervous  hea,dache,  when  the  circulation  was  not  affected. 

Dr.  Martinet,  particularly  in  cases  of  crural  and  sciatic  neuralgia, 
advises  the  use  of  turpentine  as  follows  : 

5  White  of  one  egg;  turpentine,  three  drachms;  syrup  of 
peppermint,  two  ounces ;  syrup  of  orange,  two  ounces.  Mix.  A  table- 
spoonful  three  times  a  day  adding  laudanum  if  sickness  is  present.  In 
most  instances  the  pain  has  ceased  in  a  week. 

A  drachm  of  creasote  to  the  ounce  of  lard  has  been  strongly  reoom- 
mended  as  a  local  application. . 

Ma^c^ixdiis  has  found  great»  l>eQefit  fvom  inserting,  two  platiimm,  needh^ 
in  the  nerve,  and  passing  the  current  from  Clark's  eleetro -magnetic 
machine,  connecting  the  positive  pole  with  the  needle  nearest  the  origin 
of  the  nerve.     If  the  pain  shifts,  we  must  follow  it  in  the  aflfected  branch. 

The  following  is  Dr.  Graves  neuralgic  plaster : 

5  Powder  of  opium,  two  scruples  :  camphor,  half  a, drachm ;  Bur- 
gundy pitch,  and  plaster  of  lead,  of  each  as  much  as  may  be  necessary* 
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Mix.      This  is  enough  for  the  largest  plaster.      Steep  the  part  with 
warm  water  before  applying  it  — Braithwaite^ s  Epitome,  Vol.  it. 

Diseases  Produced  by  Sleeping  Togbther. — ^During  the  night  there 
is  considerable  exhalation  from  our  bodies,  and  at  the  same  time  we 
absorb  a  large  quantity  of  the  vapors  of  the  surrounding  air.  Two 
healthy  young  children  sleeping  together  will  mutually  give  and  re- 
ceive healthy  exhalations  ;  but  an  old,  weak  person  near  a  child  will,  in 
exchange  for  health,  only  return  weakness.  A  sick  mother  near  her 
daughter  communicates  sickly  emanations  to  her ;  if  the  mother  has  a 
^oough  of  long  duration,  the  daughter  will  at  some  time  al«o  cough  and 
suffer  by  it ;  if  the  mother  has  pulmonary  consumption,  it  will  be 
ultimately  communicated  to  her  child.  It  is  known  that  the  bed  of  a 
<5onsumptive  is  a  powerful  and  sure  source  of  contagion,  as  well  for 
men  as  for  women,  and  the  more  so  for  young  persons.  Parents  and 
friends  ought  to  oppose  as  much  as  in  their  power  the  sleeping  together 
of  old  and  young  persons,  of  the  sick  and  of  the  healthy.  Another 
reaison  ought  to  forbid  every  mother  or  nurse  keeping  small  children 
with  them  in  bed ;  notwithstanding  the  advice  (^  prudence,  no  year 
'  passes  that  we  do  not  hear  of  a  new  involuntary  infanticide.  A  baby 
full  of  life,  health  and  vigor  in  the  evening  is  found  dead  the  next  morn- 
ing, suffocated  by  its  parents  or  nurse. — Exchange, — St  Louis  Medical 
Reporter, — Galveston  Medical  Journal. 

Sulphites  in  Zymotic  Diseases. — Dr.  Pollin,  of  Milan,  recommends 

the  internal  administration,  in  a  curative  point  of  view,  the  sulphite  of 

ma^esia,  both  as  containing  more  sulphurous  acid,  and  as  also  being 

pleasanter  to  take.     As  a  prophylactic,  he  recommends  the  hyposulphite 

of  soda  where  it  does  not  act  too  much  as  a  purgative ;  and  for  external 

use  he  recommends  the  sulphite  and  bisulphite  of  soda,  which  are  more 

^soluble    than   the  magnesian    salts.      The   sulphite  of  magnesia  will 

always  be  tolerated  by  the  stomach,  even  in  extreme  cases  of  irritation, 

and  never  acts  as  a  poison.     He  further  says  they  do  not  act  as  poisofts 

*1toWaTd  the  several  morbific  ferments  which  we  have  supposed  to  be  the 

'^use  of  the  several  zymotic  diseases.  ■-    They  do  not  kill  the  catalytic 

giarms  of  organic  poisons  ;  but  they  react  on  the  material  components 

of  our  own  organism,  rendering  it,  by  their  presence,  incapapable  of 

being  acted  on  by  these  catalytic  germs. — Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Ob- 

M^fr^er^ 

Chlorate  of  Potassa. — 'From  twenty  to  thirty  grains  thrice  daily 


has  been  given  with  snooess  to  prevent  abortion. — Cineinnaii  Lancet 
and  Observer. 

Cboup  Trbatbd  wt  Sulphur. — ^M.  Lagauterie  gives  in  croup,  tec^- 
spoonful  doses  of  a  mixture  of  sulphur  and  water,  (a  teaspoonful  to  a- 
glasa  of  water),  every  hour  with  wonderful  effects.  Seven  severe  cases 
were  cured  in  two  days. — Phil.  University  Jour,  of  Med,  and  Surgery. 

Dtsphagia.— Difficulty  of  swallowing  is  sometimes  caused  by  m«i. 
chanical  injuries,  nervous  irritation,  foreign  bodies,  spasmodic  constric- 
tion of  the  cesophagus.  It  is  very  apt  to  cause  apoplexy.  It  often 
remains  as  an  effect  of  diphtheria. 

In  the  treatment  of  dysphagia  we  can  place  the  greatest  reliance  up- 
on belladonna,  bromide  potasi^.,  nux  vomica,  cinchona,  scutellarin.  Et- 
lectk  Medirnl  Journal, 

Phlebitis. — Since  bleeding  has  been  discarded  by  the  medical  profes- 
sion, inflammation  of  veins  has  been  comparatively  rare.  When  met 
with  now  it  invariably  depends  upon  some  morbid  state  of  the. blood, 
either  in  the  system,  or  by  a  wound  or  abrasion.  If  it  is  due  to  a  mor- 
bid state  of  the  blood,  it  affects  the  entire  system;  if  the  poison  has 
reached  the  system  by  a  breech  of  surface,  there  is  pain,  swelling, 
stiffiiess  and  redness,  running  in  the  course  of  the  vessels. 

To  whatever  cause  it  may  be  due,  the  sulphite  of  soda  is  an  invalua- 
ble remedy,  giving  enough  of  it  to  keep  the  bowels  in  a  soluble  con- 
dition. The  bromide  of  ammonia  is  a  remarkable  solvent  where  there 
is  a  fibrinous  condition  of  the  blood ;  chlorate  or  permanganate  potassa 
chlorate  quinine,  essence  of  beef,  eggs,  cream,  perfect  repose.  Locally, 
I  have .  found  no  remedy  superior  to  creosote,  painted  along  the  tract  of 
the  cordy  veins,  until  the  parts  are  perfectly  bleached  ;  follow  this  with 
fiatseed  poultice.  No  remedies  exercise  any  effect  upon  the  coagula, 
which^forms  within  the  affect;^  veins,  like  creosote ;  try  it,  it  hastens, 
the  metamorphoses  through  which  these  coagula  pass. — Idem. 

Parasites. — Benzine  has  the  peculiar  property  of  destroying  para- 
sites within  and  on  the  surfkce  of  the  body.  It  destroys  all  parasites 
more  surely  and  positively  than  any  other  known  remedy,  better  than 
the  sulphuric  acid  lotion ;  it  destroys  all  the  parasites  that  are  indigen- 
ous to  the  ^human  skin. — Id$m. 
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Life  Aaaurance  Society,  M.  W.  Rey,  has  published  some  interesting 

statistic*  sbcwiiig  tht.  average  duration  of  life  in  Italy  as  compared  with 
that  ill  (jthiT  eijunti-ies,  from  wiiich  it  appears  that  the  mortality  of 
Icaliftiis  is  pxoi'ptionally  great.  Ho  shows  that  in  Italy,  22i  per  cent. 
of  the  infant  population  die  yearly,  tind  that,  even  in  the  healthiest  dis- 
tricts, ihe  aveiiige  duration  of  life  is  33.43  years  only,  while  in  France 
■it  is  38.3S,  at  Geneva,  42.02,  and  in  England,  39.31.  The  number  of 
tirths,  too,  is  lelatively  much  smaller  in  Italy  than  in  England  and 
France. — Medical  Record. 

Amotiikb  ubk  for  Bromide  of  Potabsiuu. — By  D.  W.  Hodgkins,  M. 
D.,  Waldoboro',  Me. — Mrs.  A.  M.,  fifth  pregnancy.  Everything  went 
on  well  unti!  about  the  sixth  month,  when  she  began  to  have  attacks  of 
oai^^ei  and  vurtiitlng.  These  attacks  increased  rapidly  in  frequency  un- 
til the  nausea  beoame  constant.  There  was  a  loathing  of  all  food,  and 
if  any  was  taken,  it  was  soon  rejected.  This  condition,  after  a  short 
time,  was  accompanied  with  severe  cramps  in  the  limbs  and  bowels. 
All  the  ordinary  means  for  relief  were  tried  successively,  but  without 
'  avail.  She  became  so  reduced  as  to  be  unable  to  sit  up  but  a  small 
-  portion  of  the  time,  or  to  walk  across  her  room  without  assistance.  In 
this  oondition  the  induction  of  premature  labor  seemed  the  only  means 
to  save  her  life.  Rut  before  resorting  to  this  1  concluded  to  try  the 
bromide  of  potiissium,  and  accordingly  ordered  the  following : — 

3-     Bromide   Potassium, %sa. 

Aqua   iroiit |  iv. 

M.  S.  Desert  spoonful  ounce  in  two  hours.  At  my  next  visit,  I 
found  all  nausea  gone.  (She  had  taken  the  medicine  three  times  in 
twelve  hours).  It  did  not  return  again  to  the  same  extent,  being  easily 
cheeked  by  a  dose  of  the  medicine.  From  the  taking  of  the  first  dose 
until  the  end  of  her  term,  she  never  vomited  again,  but  was  able  to  take 
even  hearty  food,  and  gained  rapidly  in  strength.  The  cramps,  which 
had  ofluaed  so  nmch  sufiVring,  ceased  entirely,  and  she  went  to  the  full 
teim  without  an  unfavorable  symptom.  She  was  delivered  of  a  fine 
healthy  boy,  oud  both  mother  and  child  did  well. — Buston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Jourwl. 


fi^ai;ina.c£. 


This  plant  is  a  native  of  Europe,  though  its  grows  vigorously,  re- 
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taining  all  its  activity,  under  cultivation,  in  this  country.  All  the  parts 
are  active.  The  leaves  are  the  only  part  directed  by  the  U.  S.  Phar- 
macopoeia. 

MEDICAL    PBOPEBTIEB. 

Belladonna  is  a  powerful  narcotic,  possessing  also  diaphoretic  and 
diuretic  properties.  Exceedingly  valuable  in  convulsions,  neuralgia, 
hooping-cough,  rheumatism,  gout,  parialysis  and  similar  diseases  having 
their  seat  chiefly  in  the  nervous  system.  It  is  esteemed  as  a  prophy- 
lactic in  scarlatina,  as  also  used  with  success  in  tonsilitis  and  hernia. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  3  to  10  drops. 

Solid  Extract "     J  to     1  grain. 

Pills i,i,  andl      " 

Pills  of  Atropia ^  grain  eadi. 

TINCTURE   OF   BELLADONNA. 

Fluid  Extract 4  ounces. 

Diluted  Alcohol. . . ; 2  pints. 

Dose,  twenty  to  forty  drops. 

.       INFUSION   OF   BELLADONNA. 

Fluid  Extract 1  dram. 

Water 1  pint. 

Compound  Tincture  of  Cardamom 1  ounce. 

Dose,  five  drams. 

SYRUP    OF     BELLADONNA. 

Fluid  Extract. . .  ^ 1  ounce. 

Syrup 2  pints. 

Dose,  one  to  two  drams.     Useful  in  hooping-cough. 

PILLS    OF    BELLADONNA,' ETC. 

Camphor 3  drams. 

Assafoetida 3       " 

Solid  Extract  of  Belladonna 1       " 

Opium 15  grains. 

Syrup  of  Gum  Arabic Sufficient. 

Mix,  and  make  into  120  pills. 

Give  one  pill  the  first  day,  two  the  second,  and  so  on  until  six  are 

given  daily,  in  hysteria. 

COMPOUND   BELLADONNA   PILLS. 

Solid  Extract  Belladonna 3  grains. 

Blue  Mass 12     " 


I 

/ 
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Powdered  Ipecac > . . . .   12  grauMh 

Mix,  and  make  12  pills^ 

Dose,  one,  morning  and  evening. 

OINTMSKT   0>   BkLLADONNA. 

Solid  Extract  of  Belladonna 1  dram. 

Lard I  ounce. 

Mix. 

AS   A   PROPHrLACTIG   Jt^AINST   SCARLATIKA. 

Fluid.  Extract!  Belladonnie  Alcoholici 16  minims. 

Aquae  distillatae , 1  ounce. 

Dissolve  :  give  a  child  as  many  drops  as  it  is  years  old^  morning 
and  evening. 

Fluid.  Extracti  BelJadonns. . : 24  minims. 

Aquse  Cinnamomi \'. 1  ounce. 

Give  two  drops,  morning  and  evening,  to  a  child  under  one  year  of 
age,  and  one  drop  more  for  every  additional  year. 

IN   GASTftALGIA. 

Fluid.  Extracti  Belladonnse 8  minims. 

Acidi  Hydrocyanici  diL •••••  ^      " 

Misturse  Camphorse 1  ounce. 

Make  a  draught. 

IN   CATARRH. 

Fluid.  Extracti  Belladonnae. .  i 1  to  1^  fluid-drams.. 

Vini  Ipecacuanhas. 1  fluid      " 

Syrupi  Senegae ^  fluid  ounce. 

Syrupi  Tolutani 3i    «        u 

Mix  :  a  teaspoonful  two  or  three  times  a  day,  with  m  i  illi^lti  >  i 
acidulated  drink. 

IN   FLTING   RHStTHATIC   PAINS. 

Extracti  Belladonnae ......  .^^. 4  grains. 

Extracti  Gentianae ]  scruple. 

Mix  well ;  and  make  12  pills.    Take  one  three  times  a  day. 

IN   PAINFUL   MENSTRUATION   IN   UEUOOPHLBOMATIO   HABITS. 

Extracti  Belladonnae 5  grains. 

Zini  Sulphatis 1  scruple. 

Mix:  make  20  pills.    Take  one   e¥wy.  |hi«e    hours   untf    tiie^ 
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SPAN^MICS. 


BY  JOSEPH   BATES,   U.   D. 


Medical  agents  composing  this  group,  will  be  found,  according 
to  Pereira's  Mat  Med.  and  Therapeutics,  under  the  21st  Order  of 
Class,  Haematics.  They,  (spanaemics),  are  defined  as :  "Agents  which 
dimmish  the  amount  of  the  solid  constituents  of  the  blood,  es- 
pecially the  fibrin  and  corpuscles,  and  thus  give  rise  to  that  con- 
dition of  the  circulating  fluid  called  by  Simon,  spanaemia,  or  pov- 
erty of  blood.  Most  of  the  metals,  except  iron,  as  well  as  the  min- 
eral acids,  the  alkalies,  iodine  and  bromine,  are  capable,  by  long 
continued  use,  of  producing  this  efi^ect,  but  the  medicines  which 

are  generally  employed  to  produce  it  are : — 

18 
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MINERAL. 

Acids.  Bromide  Potsssium. 

Alkalies.  Tartarated  Antimony. 

Alkaline  and  earthy  salts.  Mercury. 

Iodine  and  Iodide  Potassium.  Calomel. 

VEGETABLE. 

Acids." 

After  having  stated  some  of  the  most  prominent  effects  of  span.- 
aemics,  in  general  terms,  according  to  Pereira,  the  therapeutic  use 
of  each  agent  will  be  treated  on,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
length  of  this  paper.  Firstly,  acids.  "  The  chemical  influence  of 
the  acids  in  the  alimentary  canal  is  an  interesting  object  of  inc[uiry. 
It  is  obvious  that  ij^  as  Liebig  infers  from  Lehmann's  experiments, 
the  gastric  juice  naturally  contain  lactate  of  magnesia,  this  salt 
will  suffer  partial  decomposition  by  the  introduction  of  one  of  the 
mineral  acids  into  the  stomach.  The  acids  unite  in  the  alimentary 
canal  not  only  with  the  albuminous  substances  and  mucous,  but 
also  with  the  alkaline  (soda)  and  earthy  bases  (lime  and  magnesia) 
found  in  the  saliva,  bile,  and  pancreatic  juice ;  and  in  this  way  they 
become  neutralized  and  form  compounds,  some  of  which  are  sol- 
uble, others  insoluble ;  the  former  are  absorbed,  and  the  latter  re- 
jected. In  considering,  therefore,  the  chemical  influence  of  the 
acids  on  the  blood  and  on  distinct  parts,  it  is  important  to  bear  in 
mind  the  fact  just  mentioned;  namely,  that  the  acids  enter  the 
blood  in  combination  with  bases ;  so  that  they  react  in  the  stomach 
and  alimentary  canal  as  acids,  but  in  the  blood  as  salts. 

The  impossibility  of  dissolving  ossific  deposits  in  distant  organs 
by  the  internal  administration  of  the  acids  is,  therefore,  readily 
accounted  for.  It  is  obvious,  moreover,  that  no  analogy  can  exist 
between  the  chemical  influence  of  free  acids  added  to  blood  after 
its  withdrawal  from  the  body  and  that  of  acids  combined  with  bases 
(that  is,  of  salts)  entering  the  blood  from  the  alimentary  canal. 
That  the  acids  which  have  been  administered  by  the  mouth,  traverse 
the  system,  is  demonstrated  by  their  subsequent  detection  in  the 
ecretions,  especially  the  urine.      But  while  in  the  blood,  they 
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must  be  in  combination,  since  their  acid  properties  are  neutralized 
It  must  not  however,  be  inferred  that  the  influence  of  the  acids  on 
the  blood  and  general  system  is  identical  with  that  of  the  salts  of 
the  same  acid ;  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  acids  deprive 
the  system  of  part  of  its  alkaline  and  earthy  bases,  which  are  em- 
ployed in  neutralizing  and  conducting  the  acids  safely  out  of  the 
system,  and  which,  but  for  the  administration  of  the  latter  would 
have  been  otherwise  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  economy. 
Now  these  bases,  though  obtained  directly  from  the  saliva,  the 
bile  (chiefly),  and  the  pancreatic  juice,  are  indirectly  derived  from 
the  blood ;  so  that,  in  a  secondary  way,  at  least,  the  acids  must 
modify  the  composition  of  the  blood. 

A  striking  illustration  of  the  different  effects  produced  on  the 
system  by  the  vegetable  acids  and  their  salts  is  derived  from 
Wdhler's  observations.  Several  of  the  free  vegetable  acids,  when 
administered  by  the  mouth,  are  subsequently  detected  in  the  urine 
in  combination  with  an  alkali ;  but,  when  given  in  combination  with 
an  alkali,  carbonates  (bicarbonates?)  of  the  alkali  are  detected  in 
the  urina  The  free  vegetable  acid,  therefore,  robs  the  system  of 
alkaline  matter,  while  the  salts  of  the  same  acid  deprive  the  system 
of  oxygen  in  order  to  be  converted  into  carbonates." 

Alkalies  and  alkaline  salts  have  been  supposed  useful,  as  Pereira 
remarks,  chiefly  on  theoretic  grounds,  because  their  continued  use 
leads  to  a  diminution  of  the  fibrin  of  the  blood,  which,  in  acute 
inflammation,  is  augmented  in  quantity.  The  neutral  salts  for  the 
most  part  retard  or  prevent  the  coagulation  of  the  blood.  Under 
the  continued  use  of  nitrate  of  potash  and  the  alkaline  sulphate 
the  quantity  of  fibrin  in  the  blood  is  diminished.  This  effect  has 
been  termed  ^ntiplastic.  Iodine  and  bromine  are  said  to  enter 
the  blood  in  a  state  of  combination. 

Pereira's  Mat  Med.  and  Therapeutics,  by  Wood,  inculcates  the 
following; — "From  analogy,  rather  than  from  observation,  the 
iodides  and  bromides  are  supposed  to  lessen  the  amount  of  solid 
constituents,  especially  the  fibrin  and  corpuscles,  and  to  increase 
the  proportion  of  water." 

Sulphuric  Acid. — This  acid  was  discovered  during  the  middle 
ages ;  Basil  Valentine  made  mention  of  it  in  1415.  It  has  been 
discovered  in  certain  volcanic  regions.  It  was  detected  in  1776  by 
Baldassari,  in  the  hill  ToccoL'na,  near  Sienna     Humbolt  is  said  to 


228  -       The  Journal  of  Materia  Medico, 

have  discovered  it  in  New  Grenada,  in  the  Kio  Vinagro  (Vinegar 
Biver)  whose  name  is  derived  bom  the  taste  of  its  waters  acquired 
from  this  axjid,  (S).  Dr.  Thompson,  as  quoted  by  Stills,  states  that 
in  Persia  there  is  an  earth  so  strongly  impregnated  with  it  as  to  be 
used  as  an  acidulous  seasoncr  of  the  food.  It  was  detected  in  the 
water  of  a  lake  in  the  island  of  Java  by  Vauquelin.  The  Sour  Springs, 
near  Byron,  N.  Y.,  are  said  to  owe  their  name  to  this  acid  con- 
tained in  their  waters. 

Med.  Proi^.  and  Action. — The  strong  acid  is  a  powerful  es- 
charotic,  and  too  corrosive  for  internal  use.  The  dilute  acid  is  re- 
frigerant, astringent,  and  tonic. 

Therapeutic  Use. — Lead  Colic. — Sulphuric  acid  was  first 
proposed  by  M.  Gendrin  for  the  cure  of  this  malady.  He  has 
treated  many  hundreds  of  patients  with  this  agent  alone,  and  with 
nearly  invariable  success.  Slight  cases  had  a  duration  of  about 
three  days,  severe  ones,  six  or  seven.  No  other  medicine  was  used» 
but  the  patients  used  warm  sulphur  baths  daily.  Sometimes  the 
first  dose  or  two  of  the  acid  was  rejected ;  but  by  persevering  in  its 
use  the  stomach  soon  became  accustomed  to  it. 

Prophylactio  Against  Lead  Poisoning. — In  the  Birming- 
ham Lead  Works,  the  use  of  this  acid  is  said  to  have  had  the  ef- 
fect of  diminishing  the  number  of  attacks  of  lead  colia  For  fifteen 
months  after  its  first  employment,  there  did  not  occur  a  single  case. 

HiBMORRHAGE. — As  an  internal  remedy  the  dilute  sulphuric  acid 
has  been  advised  for  hemorrhage ;  though  less  efficient  than  acetate 
of  lead,  gallic  acid,  and  other  agents,  it  is  a  valuable  adjunct  to 
other  treatment  Dr.  W.  Frazer,  as  quoted  by  "Waring,  states  that 
in  passive  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  bowels,  and  uterus,  he 
fi'equently  combines  it  in  solution  with  gallic  acid.  In  haematemesis, 
it  proves  more  useful  than  in  the  other  forms,  probably  on  account 
of  its  coming  in  contact  with  the  bleeding  surface.  In  uterine 
hemorrhage  it  has  been  extensively  used  in  conjunction  with  tinct 
of  opium  and  infusion  of  roses.  It  has  been  profitably  used  in  pur. 
pura  and  scurvy.  It  is  stated  that  this  agent  is  superior  to  all  other 
mineral  acids  for  the  treatment  of  the  two  last  affections. 

Calculous  Affections. — In  the  phosphatic  diathesis,  and  when 
the  urine  is  of  an  alkaline  character.  Dr.  Waring  says,  sulphuric 
acid  has  in  many  cases  proved  successfal  in  correcting  the  alka- 
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lescence,  but  it  is  generally  inferior  in  efficacy  to  the  nitro-muriatic 
acid. 

Confluent  Small  Pox. — ^When  the  pustules  are  filled  with 
a  bloody  sanies,  and  the  urine  contains  portions  of  broken-down 
coagula  of  blood,  dilute  sulphuric  acid  is  stated  by  Dr.  Thompson 
to  be  a  remedy  of  the  highest  value,  indeed  the  only  one  which  can 
be  relied  on.  Its  use  shovild  be  combined  with  wine,  tonics,  &c. 
(W). 

DiARRHCEA. — Children  afflicted  with  this  malady,  and  no  in- 
flammatory associations,  may  be  treated  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid 
with  great  probability  of  success.  Passive  diarrhoea,  depending 
upon  a  relaxed  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  in- 
testines, the  dilute  acid,  says  W. — ,  in  doses  of  drops — ^xv  with  T. 
opii,  generally  proves  successful.  In  puerpural  diarrhoea  depend- 
ing upon  intestinal  irritation,  Sir  C.  Lacock  states  that  the  dilute 
acid,  with  a  few  drops  of  T.  of  opii,  sometimes  effectually  restrains 
the  diarrhoea,  and,  improves  the  character  of  the  tongue,  particular- 
ly, if  there  are  aphthous  ulcerations.  In  the  diarrhoea  of  typhoid 
fever,  Dr  H.  Kennedy  states,  after  ample  experience,  that  by  far 
the  best  remedy  is  dilute  sulphuric  acid. 

Profuse  Perspiration  of  Phthisis. — ^Waring  observes; — 
"  The  dilute  acid,  in  doses  of  min.  x — ^xxx,  proves  highly  useful 
Dr.  EUiotson  states  that  he  has  seen  it  check  the  most  severe  forms ; 
and  Dr.  Christison  remarks  that,  of  all  internal  remedies  for  the 
same  end,  none  equals  sulphuric  acid,  which  in  this  way,  is  one  of 
the  most  efficacious  astringent  refrigerants.  Dr.  Graves  advises  it 
to  be  given  in  combination  with  hyoscyamus.  Various  other 
diseases  are  mentioned,  in  which  this  agent  has  been  advised,  such 
as  cholera  and  the  painless  diarrhoea  premonitory  of  that  malady, 
leucorrhoea  occurring  in  cachectic  constitutions,  syphilis,  syph- 
ilitic eruptions  of  the  skin,  mercurial  potalism,  eutropium,  scabies 
Dr.  A.  Thompson  found  it  would  cure  scabies,  when  other  remedies 
had  failed;  and  in  pruritus  it  was  used  by  Mr.  Clutterbuck  with  the 
best  effects.  Waring  says,  that  he  has  seen  benefit  from  it  in  some 
iorms  of  lichen  and  in  urticaria  Eczema,  tinea  capitis,  bites  of  rabid 
animals,  paralysis,  chronic  rheumatism,  chronic  affections  of  the 
joints,  etc.,  are  maladies  in  which  this  acid  has  been  advised  by 
writers. 

Hydrochloric  Acid. — This  acid  is  found  in  the  springs  and 
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streams  of  certain  volcanic  regions.  It  occurs  in  the  mineral  king- 
dom abundantly  in  combination  with  alkalies,  earths,  and  metals, 
but  most  of  all  in  muriate  of  soda  (chloride  of  sodium),  or  common 
salt  In  the  animal  kingdom  it  is  believed  to  form  a  principal  con- 
stituent of  the  gastric  juice,  and  thereby  to  act  as  the  chief  solvent 
of  fibrin,  albumen,  eta  (StUl^ 

History. — This  acid  was  probably  known  to  Geber  the  Arab- 
ian chemist,  in  the  8th  century.  Basil  Valentine  described  it  in 
the  15th  century ;  Priestly,  in  1774,  obtained  gaseous  muriatic  acid, 
the  composition  of  which  was  first  determined  by  Scheele.  (S). 
This  agent  was  first  recommended  by  Guy  ton  Morveau,  in  1773,  to 
disinfect  the  cathedral  of  Dijon ;  the  air  of  which  had  become  in- 
tolerable irom  the  stench  emanating  fi'om  the  bodies  buried  beneatK 
the  building.  He  employed  a  mixture  of  6  lbs.  of  comanon  salt 
and  2  lbs.  of  sulphuric  acid.  So  complete  was  his  success,  that 
four  days  afterwards  public  worship  was  held  in  the  building  as 
usuaL 

Therapeutic  Uses.— Calculous  Affections. — Dr.  Prout 
prefers  in  some  cases  this  acid  to  others,  particularly  in  the  oxalic 

,  acid  diathesis.  It  is  used  alone  or  associated  with  tonics,  and 
•should  be  continued  until  the  lithate  of  ammonia  or  lithio  acid  ap- 
pears in  the  urine,  and  then  suspended.  A  case  of  phosphatic  calcu- 
lus is  related,  which  was  cured  by  injecting  into  the  bladder  a  mix- 
ture of  gutt  ij.  of  the  acid  in  f  §  iv  of  water,  care  being  taken  to  wash 
out  the.  bladder  previously  with  warm  water.  Taken  iatemally, 
Dr.  Christison  considers  that  it  acts  by  correcting  the  phosphatic 
diathesis,  rather  than  by  acting  directly  on  the  urine.  Stills  observes ; 
"It  has  been  used  in  cases  of  stone  and  gravely  and  is  generally 

[  prescribed  theoretically  for  the  phosphatic  forms  of  these  com- 
plaints." In  practice,  he  says,  it  seems  to  have  been  equally  advan- 
tageous in  lithiasis. 

Dyspepsia. — Some  forms  of  this  malady  are  said  to  have  been 
beneficially  treated  with  this  agent  Ferriar  states  that  he  employ- 
ed this  acid  in  hospital  and  in  private  practice,  as  a  tonic  in  this 
affection,  and  with  good  results. 

Syphilis. — This  acid,  as  a  remedy  in  syphilis,  was  introduced 
by  Zeller,  of  Vienna,  in  1797,  after  an  exyerience  of  nine  years 
successfiil  employment 

HoopiNG-CouGH. — Dr.  Pank  is  reported  as  having  found  great 


Bates — On  Spancemics.  281 

benefit  from  this  agent  in  hooping  cough  in  doses  of  drops  x  sev- 
eral times  daily. 

Cynanche  Maligna. — The  topical  application  of  this  remedy 
has  been  found  useful  in  cynanche  maligna  or  putrid  sore  throat 

PHTHisia — The  use  of  tliis  acid  has  been  favorably  spoken  of 
in  the  treatment  of  phthisis.  According  to  the  experience  of  Dr. 
Cotton,  the  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  in  doses  of  drops  x — xv  twice 
or  thrice  daily,  is  an  important  auxiliary  to  other  treatment,  and 
may  oftentimes  be  usefully  employed,  either  alone  or  with  other 
mineral  or  vegetable  tonics.  Ferriar  speaks  favorably  of  its  use  in 
this  disease. 

Gangrenous  Ulceration  of  the  Genital  Organs. — Van 
^Swieten  is  said  to  have  employed  the  strong  acid,  diluted  with  six 
parts  of  water,  with  great  success. 

Diabetes. — This  acid  has  been  employed  in  the  treatment  of 
this  affection. 

Cutaneofs  Diseases. — Erichsen  used  this  acid  with  success  in 
the  treatment  of  chronic  eczema  Plenck  recommended  waslies  or 
ointments  containing  it  in  the  treatment  of  tinea,  itch,  and  psoriasis. 
It  has  been  recommended  in  numerous  other  diseases,  both  inter- 
nally and  externally,  for  which  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  writings- 
of  Stills,  or  Waring. 

Phosphoric  Acid. — The  dilute  acid  is  used  in  a  variety  of 
diseases. 

Properties. — Tonic,    stimulant,  refrigerant,  and  aphrodisiacr 

Therapeutic  Uses. — Typhus  and  Typhoid  Fever. — It  i» 
said  to  have  been  used  with  advantage  in  both  these  forms  of  fever. 

Scrofula. — Mr.  Balman,  as  quoted  by  Waring,  states  that  he 
has  seen  phosphoric  acid  exercise  a  very  beneficial  effect  in  a  large 
number  of  cases ;  (of  scrofula) ;  and  that  he  does  not  hesitate  to 
assert  that,  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  it  will  be  found  in  no  degree 
inferior  to  iodine,  cod  liver  oil,  or  barium.  "  Its  effects,"  he  ob- 
serves, "  are  sometimes  very  marked  in  those  obstinate  forms  of 
strumous  conjunctivitis  whiwih  sometimes  resist  for  a  long  period 
every  kind  of  treatment,  and  at  other  times  will  quickly  disappear 
under  the  influence  of  some  simple  local  application ;  but  w^iich 
perhaps  will  as  speedily  return  under  the  slightest  exciting  cause.' 
'In  intermittent  forms  of  ophthalmia  arising  in  a  scrofulous  consti- 
tution, he  found  this  medicine  of  especial  service,  not  only  in  com- 
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pletdy  removing  the  disease,  but  also  in  preventing  its  recurrence. 
His  dose  was  drops  v  of  the  dilute  acid,  gradually  increased  to  drops 
XX  or  more,  in  infusion  of  columbo.  He  states  that  it  may  be  con- 
tinued for  any  length  of  time  without  any  unpleasant  eflfects. 

Dropsy. — Waring  says,  "  it  has  been  employed  (in  this  malady) 
as  a  stimulant  tonic,  in  purely  chronic  and  asthenic  cases.  It  is  of 
very  doubtful  value  as  an  internal  remedy ;  but  it  has  been  attended 
in  some  cases  with  apparent  benefit  diluted  with  oil  and  iise  i  as 
an  embrocation  on  the  abdomen." 

Calculous  Diseases. — Mr.  Balmaman  relates  a  case  in  ;  Axjh 
itrl ;  hydrochloric,  and  acetic  acids  had  been  administered  sc^coes- 
sively  \*rithout  eflfect,  he  found  the  phosphoric  acid  of  great  service, 
acting  as  a  tonic  to  the  digestive  organs,  and  diminishing  the 
quantity  of  ropy  mucus  in  the  urine.  Its  power  of  dissolving 
phosphate  of  lime  has  led  to  its  use  in  those  forms  of  lithiasis  at- 
tended with  phosphatic  deposits  in  the  urina  (Pereira). 

Diabetes. — This  acid  laigely  diluted,  is  said  to  assuage  the  in- 
ordinate thirst  so  common  in  this  disease,  more  effectually  than  any 
other  acidulated  diink.  (Paris). 

Cardialgia. — Dr.  Todd  states  that  he  has  used  this  agent  with 
excellent  effect  in  this  malady. 

Hypophosphorous  Acid — This  acid  is  not  officinal.  The  ^ts 
of  this  acid  are  soluble  in  water :  the  most  important  of  which  is 
the  hypophosphite  of  lime.  The  hypophosphites  have  been 
brought  into  unmerited  notoriety  by  Dr.  Churchill  as  an  almost 
specific  remedy  in  tuberculosis.  Though  experience  does  not 
justify  the  encomiums  so  lately  lavished  upon  these  remedies  yet 
they  will  be  found  valuable  adjuvants  associated  with  other  agents 
in  the  treatment  of  tubercular  and  scrofulous  diseases,  mollities 
ossium,  etc. 

Nitric  Acid. — This  acid  exists  in  the  mineral  and  animal  king- 
doms, and  some  of  the  nitrates,  also  in  the  vegetable  kingdonou  It 
exists  in  nature  in  combination  with  potassa,  soda,  lime,  and  mag- 
nesia. It  has  been  found  free  in  spring  water,  and,  if  we  credit 
Liebig,  in  rain  water  after  thunder-storms.  Cavendish  was  the  first 
to  analyze  it,  in  1785. 

Properties. — Strong  nitric  acid  is  a  powerful  caustic  and  es- 
charotic.  The  dilute  acid  is  tonic,  alterative,  and  refrigerant 
If  used  for  a  long  period,  salivation  is  apt  to  ensue.     It  is  said,  ap- 
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parently,  to  exert  a  more  direct  action  on  the  liver  than  the  other 
acids,  but  to  disagree  with  the  stomach  sooner  than  sulphuric  acid. 
Waring  says  it  is  an  excellent  alterative,  after  long  courses  of 
iaercury,  renovating  the  strength,  and  improving  the  tone  of  the 
system  in  a  remarkable  manner. 

Incompatibles. — Alkalies,  their  carbonates  and  acetates ;  most 
norths,  and  their  oxides,  sulphurets  and  cyanurets ;  sulphate  of  iron, 
charcoal,  sugar,  alcohol,  spirit,  and  volatile  oils. 

Therapeutic  Employment. — Calculous  Diseases. — In  the 
alkaline  and  phosphatic  diathesis,  this  acid  is  said  to  be  employed 
with  advantage.  Sir  B.  Brodie  speaks  highly  of  its  value. 

He  advises  large  doses,  sufficiently  diluted,  and  says  the  effect  of 
them  in  correcting  the  alkaline  quality  of  the  urine  is  very  remark- 
able. 

Chronic  Inflammation  of  the  Bladder. — When  the  sever- 
ity of  the  symptoms  has  abated.  Sir  B.  Brodie,  as  quoted  by 
Waring,  states  that  for  many  years  he  has  employed  weak  in- 
jections of  this  acid.  He  observes  ;  "  The  strength  employed  at 
first  is  1  minim  of  the  strong  or  ten  of  the  dilute  acid,  in  f  5  J  ^^ 
distilled  water ;  but  afterwards  the  quantity  of  the  acid  may  be 
doubled.  It  should  never  be  employed  if  any  active  inflammation 
be  present,  nor  of  a  greater  strength  than  the  above ;  it  should  not 
be  retained  more  than  forty  seconds,  nor  be  repeated  oftener  than 
once  every  two  days  at  first,  and  daily  afterwards.  It  should  always 
be  discontinued  if  it  give  pain.  With  these  precautions,  he  con- 
siders it  a  valuable  remedy  and  free  from  danger.'  (Waring,  p.  439). 

Hemorrhoids  or  Piles. — Dr.  Houston,  of  Dublin,  recom- 
mends the  application  of  strong  nitric  acid  to  bleeding  piles,  but 
particularly  to  that  soft,  red,  sti-awberry-like  elevation,  which  he 
names  vascular  tumor  of  the  rectum,  and  which  the  acid  removes, 
by  the  production  of  a  slough  of  its  surface.  To  insure  the  fixU 
effect  of  the  caustic,  the  parts  should  be  dried,  and  cleared  of  all 
mucous,  and  other  adherent  fluids.  The  pain  is  sharp  and  burn- 
ing at  first,  but  subsides  in  two  or  three  hours.  If  the  tumors  be 
old  and  firm,  a  second  or  third  application  may  be  required.  Many 
cases  have  been  detailed,  illustrative  of  its  efficacy  and  safety.  It 
has  been  employed  with  success  in  other  forms  of  haemorrhoidal 
tumors.     Much  valuable  information  on  this  remedy  and  its  mode 
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of  application  will  be  found  in  Mr.  H.  Smith's  work  -on  haemor- 
rhoids. (London.  I860).  (Waring). 

Syphilis.— Dr.  Scott,  of  Bombay,  has  the  credit  of  first  advocat- 
ing the  internal  use  of  this  agent  in  syphilis.  On  his  reeommend- 
ation  it  was  employed  by  many  in  the  profession,  who  reported  in 
the  most  flattering  terms  of  its  efficacy.  Th^  'testimony  of  some 
has  been  adverse  to  its  use  in  the  primary  form  of  this  malady. 
In  secondary  syphilis,  by  common  consent  it  is  admitted  to  be  a 
most  valuable  remedy.  On  the  first  appearance  of  chancres, 
nitric  acid  has  been  advised  as  the  most  effectual  caustic  to  destroy 
and  decompose  their  surface.  All  forms  of  secondary  syphilis, 
are  said  to  be  benefited  by  the  use  of  nitric  acid  baths.  (W). 

Habitual  Constipation. — Dr.  Graves  states  (as  quoted  by 
Waring)  that  he  has  occasionally  derived  remarkable  benefit  from 
the  use  of  nitric  acid,  given  in  sujBScient  doses,  in  this  aflfection. 
He  consitlers  that  it  possesses  the  advantage  of  combining  tonic 
with  aperient  qualities. 

Chroi^ic  Affections  of  the  Spleen— Purgatives,  tonics,  and 
the  internal  use  of  this  acid,  with  the  daily  use  of  the  nitro- 
muriatic  lotion  over  the  region  of  the  spleen  and  liver,  are  recom- 

mended. 

« 

Dropsy. — In  dropsical  affections,  following  upon  repeated 
courses  of  mercury,  Mr.  Charmichsel,  is  quoted  by  Waring,  as 
recommending  the  administration  of  drops  viij — x  dilute  nitric 
acid  combined  with  digitalia 

Diabetes — Waring,  p.  44L  "  In  diabetes,  Dr.  Bardsley*^  ob- 
serves that  nitric  acid,  diluted  with  water  (f  3iij  ad  Aq.  Oiij),  If. 
generally  productive  of  benefit,  mitigating  the  thirst  and  heat, 
and  diminishing  the  quantity  of  the  urinary  secretion.  In  the 
majority  of  cases,  it  may  be  taken  with  advantage ;  but  it  is  inad- 
missble  if  diarrhoea  be  present" 

Puerperal  Intestinal  Irritation. — When  associated  with 
diarrhoea  a  combination  of  nitric  acid,  with  a^few  drops  of  T.  opii., 
will  be  sufficient  to  arrest  the  looseness  of  the  bowels. 

Chronic  Eheumatism. — ^Dr.  Waring  states,  that  in  chronic 
rheumatism  where  the  constitution  has  been  debilitated  by  mercury, 
or  repeated  attacks  of  syphilis,  dilute  nitric  acid  (drops  x)  in  com- 

*  Cyc.  Pract.  Med.,  vol.  i,  p.  548. 
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bination  with  sarsaparilla  and  Dover's  powder,  at  night,  has  been 
found  productive  of  the  best  eflfects. 

Cardialgia  or  Heartburn. — This  affection  which  resists  the 
use  of  the  fixed  alkalies  Waring  says,  is  often  curable  by  dilute 
nitric  acid,  in  doses  of  drops  v  every  four  hours. 

Hospital  Gangrene,  and  Phagedeinc  ULCERATiONS.--,First 
cleanse  and  dry  the  ulcer,  protect  the  surrounding  parts  with  a  layer 
of  lard  or  ointment,  to  prevent  the  acid  coining  in  contact  with  them. 
Saturate  a  pledget  of  lint,  fastened  to  a  stick,  with  the  acid,  then 
carefully  press  on  every  part  of  the  ulcer.  Apply  cold  water  dres- 
sings. The  eschar  formed  by  the  acid  is  to  be  removed  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  a  stimulating  ointment  applied..  Should  the  ulcer 
reappear,  repeat  the  application  of  the  acid.  This  without  doubt 
(says  W).  is  the  best  and  most  certain  treatment  of  phagedenic 
ulceration.  Constitutional  treatment,  to  be  regulated  according  to 
the  condition  of  the  patient  Mercury  in  every  form,  is  said  to  be 
contra-indicated,  and  should  be  avoided.  Sir  A.  Cooper  advises 
nitric  acid  largely  diluted,  for  sloughing  and  ill-conditioned  ulcers. 

Cancrum  Oris. — The  late  Samuel  Cooper,  as  quoted  by  War* 
ing,  found  the  strong  nitric  acid  most  efficacious  in  the  worst  forms 
of  this  disease.  Support  the  patient  at  the  same  time  with  quinine, 
and  a  good  nourishing  diet 

Impetigo. — Kayer  strongly  advises  the  internal  use  of  this 
remedy  for  this  malady. 

"It  seldom  happens,"  he  adds,  "that  this  medicine  is  continued 
for  a  month  or  six  weeks  without  accomplishing  a  cure."  In  lepra, 
similar  mode  of  treatment  is  very  favorably  mentioned  by  Mr.  E. 
Wilson.* 

Alopecia. — Waring  mentions  that  in  alopecia,  a  serviceable 
liniment  is  made  by  adding  to  a  certain  quantity  of  olive  oil,  as 
much  nitric  acid  as  will  make  it  pungent,  but  not  acrid. 

PoRRiGO,  Scabies. — And  some  obstinate  skin  diseases,  the  lin- 
iment of  olive  oil  and  nitric  acid  may  be  used  with  advantage. 

Caries,  and  Non-Syphilitic  Ulcers  of  the  Legs. — When 
the  ulcers  are  attended  with  a  thin  ichorous  discharge.  Dr.  A.  T. 
Thompson  states  that  he  has  derived  great  benefit  from  a  wash 
composed  of  f  3  ij  of  the  diluted  acid  and  Oj  of  water.  (W). 

*  On  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  p.  280. 
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Other  Diseases. — Waring,  p.  442.  "  In  hooping  cough,  nitric 
acid  is  strongly  advocated  by  Dr.  Gibb.  The  following  is  one  of 
his  formulae :  ^.  acid  nit  dil  (Ph.  L).  f  3  xij,  tinct.  card.  co.  f  3  iij* 
Byrup.  fjiiiss.  aquae  f  5  j.  M.  Dose,  a  dessert-spoonful  every 
one  or  two  hours.  Other  observers  have  also  borne  testimony  to 
its  value  in  hooping  cough.  In  intermittents,  Dr.  Hammond 
corroborates  the  statements  of  Drs.  Bailey  and  Mendenhall  as  to 
the  anti-periodic  powers  of  nitric  acid  in  doses  of  gatt.  x  properly 
diluted  with  water  thrice  daily.  Warts  are  easily  removed  by  cut- 
ting off  the  top,  and  touching  them  daily  with  nitric  ^id,  and  re- 
moving from  time  to  time  the  stratum  of  disorganized  and  hard- 
ened epiderma  with  the  knifa  (E.  Wilson.).  In  MoUuscum,  M. 
Emery  employs  nitric  acid  as  a  caustic." 

Carbolic  Acid. — This  acid  is  one  of  the  products  obtained  by 
the  distillation  of  coal  tar.  It  is  very  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether,  and 
glycerine.     Water  dissolves  it  very  sparingly. 

Med.  Properties  and  AcTiON.-^It  is  a  powerfiil  antiseptic, 
disinfectant,  stimulant,  rubefacient,  and  escharotic.  Its  action  on 
the  system,  when  taken  internally,  has  a  striking  analogy  to  that 
of  creqsote,  allaying  some  forms  of  vomiting  and  gastric  irritability. 
When  locally  applied,  it  acts  as  an  escharotic,  but  if  diluted,  as  a 
stimulant 

Therapeutic  Employment. — Dr.  Godfrey,*  as  quoted  by  Dr. 
Waring,  has  found  the  internal  use  of  carbolic  acid  of  great  service 
in  cases  of  gastric  irritability,  especially  when  produced  by  miasma 
or  sewerage  exhalations.  He  has  also  seen  much  benefit  from  its 
use  m  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy.  It  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  the 
flatulence  of  old  age,  depending  upon  imperfect  digestion,  and  in 
diarrhoea  resulting  from  bad  drainage.  Dr.  Godfrey  anticipates 
much  good  from  it  in  the  ti*eatment  of  cholera. 

Eelaxation  of  Mucous  Surfaces. — For  these  affections,  a 
solution  of  carbolic  acid  in  glycerine  has  been  recommended, 
applied  by  means  of  a  brush  or  sponga  Its  use  is  said  to  be  in- 
dicated in  nasal  polypi,  ozena,  and  in  all  putrid  discharges  from  the 
mouth,  throat,  nostrils,  ears,  rectum,  and  vagina. 

Stomatitis,  Aphtha,  Diphtheria,  and  Ulcerated  Sore 
Throat. — In  these  several  diseases  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  has 
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been  advised.  The  aqueous  solution  may  be  used  as  a  gargle. 
Dr.  Waring  quotes  Mr.  T.  Turner  *as  recommending  that  the  acid 
dissolved  in  glycerine  be  applied  topically  by  means  of  a  sponge 
in  diphtheria.  Caution  is  necessary  that  the  sponge  be  not  sat- 
urated lest  a  drop  should  fall  into  the  larynx.  The  escharotic  ef- 
fect is  confined  to  the  surface  to  which  it  is  applied,  and  does  not 
spread  to  the  contiguous  parts.  (W). 

In  Ill-Conditioned  Ulcers,  Sloughing  Wounds,  Car- 
buncle, AND  Cancerous  Ulcerations. — Dr.  Waring  obsen^es : 
— "  Carbolic  acid,  in  different  degrees  of  solution,  according  to  the 
character  of  the  sore,  may  be  applied.  In  cancer  it  may  be  used 
with  great  advantage.  Five  grains  of  the  acid  added  to  oz.  j.  of 
ung.  zinci,  and  applied  night  and  morning,  has  the  effect  of  re- 
moving all  unpleasant  odor.  Applied  in  the  same  form,  it  cures 
fetid  perspirations  of  the  feet  and  arm-pits. 

Sinuses  Connected  with  Carious  Bone  and  Fistuljs. — 
In  these  affections,  this  acid  has  been  employed  with  great  success. 
Mr.  Turner  appHed  the  acid  dissolved  in  glycerine  and  smeared  on 
a  catgut  or  wax  bougie,  taking  care  to  carry  it  to  the  bottom  of  the 
fistulae.  It  will  not  succeed  in  anal  fistulae  where  there  is  a  com- 
munication with  the  gut  The  solution  may  be  injected  into  sinuses 
leading  to  diseased  bone ;  it  destroys  fetor,  and  promotes  the  ex- 
halation of  the  necrosed  portion.  (W). 

HAEMORRHOIDS. — Carbolic  acid  applied  to  haemorrhoids,  War- 
ing says,  corrugates  and  obliterates  the  sac.  He  observes ; — "  It 
coagulates  the  contents  of  the  pile,  which  may  be  squeezed  out ; 
the  two  surfaces  then  come  into  contact,  and  the  sac  becomes  ob- 
literated" 

Scabies. — Dr.  Waring  says; — "In  scabies,  the  application  of 
carbolic  acid  in  the  form  of  ointment  soon  effects  a  cure.  It  is 
preferable  to  sulphur  ointment,  as  it  does  not  irritate  the  skin.  It 
destroys  pediculi  of  all  kinds  in  one  application.  A  small  quantity 
of  a  strong  solution  of  the  acid  well  rubbed  into  the  hair,  and  after 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  washed  out  again  with  soap  and  water,  will 
kill  every  insect 

In  Lupus,  the  solution  of  the  acid  in  glycerine  has  been  success- 
fully employed  by  Mr.  DeMorgan.  Dr.  Whitehead  treats  the  same 


*  Paper  by  Dr.  0,  Calvert,  Lancet,  Sept.  26,  1863. 


238  The  Jownial  oj  Materia  Medico, 

(disease  with  carbolic  acid  ointment  (3ss — 5j)-  Mr.  O.  Clayton 
Jias  found  benefit  from  the  use  of  the  aqueous  solution  in  lepra^ 
tinea  capitis^  rupia^  etc/' 

For  a  more  extended  report  of  carbolic  acid  in  surgical  cases,  I 
would  refer  my  readers  to  a  paper  written  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Wolfe,  and 
Sir  J.  Y.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  on  the  use  of  this  acid  in  the 
treatment  of  wounds,  compound  fractures,  &c.,  also  to  a  paper  by 
Joseph  Lester.  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
on  a  new  method  of  treating  compound  fracture,  abscess,  etc., 
also  to  a  paper  by  the  same  author,  on  the  antiseptic  principle  in 
the  practice  of  Surgery.  These  several  papers  are  pablished  in 
Braittiwait^ s  Betrospect  Part  56  ;  Jan.  1868. 

Citric  Acid. — This  acid  abounds  in  the  juice  of  the  lemon, 
lime,  and  orange ;  it  is  also  found,  but  in  smaller  quantities,  in  the 
juice  of  most  of  the  species  of  vitis ;  also  in  several  species  of  ribes. 

Med.  Properties. — ^Eefrigerant  and  anti-scorbutic.  It  may  ap- 
^^ar  somewhat  paradoxical,  that  an  agent  possessing  these  two 
properties  only,  should  have  so  wide  a  range  in  its  thempeutic  ap- 
plication. Other  properties  may  yet  be  assigned  to  it.  This  acid 
is  employed  in  medicine  as  a  substitute  for  the  juice  of  the  lemon.. 

Its  continued  employment  disturbs  the  functions  of  the  digestive 
organs,  as  is  the  case  with  most  other  acids. 

Therapeutic  Employment. — Fevers.— rThis  acid  is  employ- 
ed in  fevers  as  a  substitute  for  lemon  juice.  It  proves  a  useful  re- 
frigerant, and  is  grateful  to  the  patient  In  cases  of  fever  com- 
plicated with  diarrhoea  this  agent  will,  often  be  found  valuable. 

Scurvy. — This  disease  is  comparatively  rare,  to  what  it  was, 
previous  to  the  introduction  of  lime  or  lemon  juice  into  the  regular 
rations  of  sailors.  The  citric  acid  has  been  employed  in  this  af- 
fection with  great  advantage,  although  its  use  is  said  to  be  inferior 
to  the  juice  of  lemon.  This  acid  has  one  advantage,  it  will  retain 
its  properties  during  long  voyages,  under  circumstances,  in  which 
the  juice  of  lemon  would  be  of  little  value.  The  various  medicinal 
.agents  included  in  the  list  of  spanaemics,  form  a  very  interesting 
group  of  remedies.  The  therapeutic  employment  of  but  a  small 
number  of  these  agents,  could  be  crowded  into  this  paper.  The 
.spanaemics  and  haematinics  are  employed  in  converse  conditions  of 
*^the  system,  when  their  use  is  restricted  to  the  meaning  or  definition 
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x)f  the  terms.  Such,  =  ifewever,  is  not  invariably  the  case.  Some 
of  our  most  valuable  rliteaedies  are  compounded  of  hsematinics  and 
.^spanseniics. 
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As  a  valuable  medicinal  agj^nt,  capable  of  fulfilling  numerous 
indications,  I  have  learned  from^^xperience  to  regard  the  water  pep- 
per with  the  highest  favor.  Having  used  this  remedy  in  various 
morbid  conditions  wherein  experience  and  observation  taught  its 
administration,  I  can  speak  confidently  of  its  merits  as  a  stimulant^ 
anti-spasmodic,  calmative  and  enmlenagogue,  with  feeble  action  as 
a  diuretic  and  diaphoretic.  It  is  also  antiseptic  and  vesicant  This 
agent  was  a  favored  remedy  with  Ptef  Eberle,  and  to  him  belongs 
the  credit  of  first  bringing  it  into  favorable  notice  as  a  remedial 
agent  He  reported  twenty  cases  oft  amenorrhoea  and  dysmenor- 
rhcea  which  were  treated  with  this  remedy  alone,  with  complete 
success.  Dr.  Ogier,  of  Charleston,  Soirth  Carolina,  in  a  paper  pub- 
lished in  the  Southern  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  praises- 
it  in  the  strongest  terms.  He  knew  of  no  medicine  that  had  so  de- 
cided an  action  on  the  uterus.  Many  others  have  tested  its  value- 
as  a  therapeutic  agent,  and  advocated  its  claims  to  a  more  promi- 
nent place  in  the  United  States  Dispensatory  than  it  now  occupies 
in  the  appendix. 

Amenohrbecba. — I  do  not  favor  the  indiscriminate  use  of  em- 
menagoguesassuck  Such  practice  I  very*heartily  condemn.  As 
amenorrhoea  may  result  from  various  pathological  changes  or  con- 
ditions, the  cause  of  the  suppression  should  be  dilligently  sought 
for,  and  upon  its  discovery  and  removal,  the  function  will  usu  ally 
be  resumed  of  its  own  accord.  I  believe  the  reason  this  class*  of 
remedies  so  often  disappoint  the  practitioner  to  be  that  tHey  are^ 
too  often  prescribed  empirically,  without  thought  or  adaptation  to 
the  case,  and  in  cases  wherein  this  kind  of  medication  is  inadmis- 
fiibla    But  in  cases  where  the  menstrual  abermtion  depends  upon< 
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functional  inactivity  of  the  uterus  and  the  case  demands  stim- 
ulation of  the  uterine  system,  then  this  class  of  remedial  agents  can 
confidently  be  expected  to  accomplish  the  mission  for  which  they 
are  prescribed.  As  an  emmenagogue  in  such  cases,  I  consider 
polygonum  punctatum  as  nuUi  secundus.  I  have  used  it  in  con- 
secutive amenorrhoea  and  various  uterine  derangements,  wherein 
enmienagogues  were  indicated,  with  more  gratifying  results  than 
ever  attained  by  the  use  of  any  other  remedy.  Of  several  cases 
treated  with  this  agent,  I  select  the  following : — 

R  A.  K  First  seen  February  12th,  1868.  States  that  eight 
months  ago,  whilst  menstruating,  she  was  desirous  of  attending  a 
party,  and  with  a  view  of  freeing  herself  from  a  temporary  incon- 
venience had  recourse  to  tight  lacing.  The  experiment  unhappily 
succeeded  and  she  saw  nothing  from  that  time  until  she  came  un- 
der my  treatment  States  that  she  had  repeatedly  practiced  the 
same  experiment  on  former  occasions  previous  to  June,  1867, 
completely  .arresting  the  menstrual  discharge  each  time,  with  no 
inconvenience,  except  that  at  the  succeeding  menstrual  molimen, 
the  menstrual  flux  would  be  more  scant  and  difficult  Present  con- 
dition : — ^Pulse  80  and  weak ;  melancholy  and  dejected ;  anorexia ; 
bowels  inclined  to  be  costive ;  somewhat  anaemic ;  darting  pains 
through  hips  and  mammae  at  what  should  be  the  menstrual  period. 
Ordered  a  mild  cathartic  to  be  taken  at  bed  time,  and  the  follow- 
ing mixture  to  be  taken  thrice  daily : — 

5t.     TincturaB  polygoni  punctati  saturatae  5  iss. 

Tincturae  ferri.  chloride        -         -         -         -    5  ^"^^ 

Misce  et  signa :  A  teaspoonftil  thrice  daily.  Diet  to  be  gener- 
ous ;  gentle  horseback  exercise  and  the  lumbo-sacral  douche  every 
night  before^  retiring. 

February  20th.     The  limgibo-sacral  douche  discontinued  after  its  * 
first  application,  the  patient  unable  to  bear  it     No  other  change 
in  treatment 

March  2d     No  perceptible  change.     Continued  treatment 

March  14:th„  The  menstrual  discharge  appeared  on  the  5th, 
and  continued  till  the  9tL  From  this  time  the  patient  improved 
rapidly,  and  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health. 

Leucorbhcba. — I  have  successftilly  treated  a  great  many  cases 
of  leucorrhoea  with  the  water  pepper.     I  sometimes  use  it  in  con- 
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neetiori  with  the  muriate  iinct  of  iroii     Bitfier  alone  or  in  combf • 
natioiij  I  prefer  it  to  any  other  remedy. 

Mknobbhagia. — Case  1.     M.  A.  R,  set  twenty  years;  mar- 
lied ;  first  seen  June  18th,  1868.     States  that  five  weeks  previous, 
abortion  was  induced  by  over-exertion  from  lifting,  she  being  then 
ii€»r  three  months  advanced  in  pregnancy ;  has  suffered  from  uter- 
ine haemorrhage  more  or  less  ever  since,  the  physician  there  in  at- 
tendance failing  to  arrest  the  flow.     Present  condition : — ^Delicate 
constitution ;  anaemic ;  profdse  uterine  haemorrhage,  with  marked 
periodicity  occurring  every  afternoon  at  about  four  or  five  o'clock, 
and  usually  lasting  till  one  or  two  o'clock,.  A.  M.,  during  the  re- 
maining portion  of  the  twenty-four  hours  the  haemorrhage  would 
ahnost  entirely  cease ;  appetite  moderately  good ;  bowels  r^ular  ; 
at  times  complains  of  intense  headache ;  no  pain  except  in  head, . 
After  prescribing  in  turn  thetinct  ferri  chlor.,  quiniae,  acid  sulph.^. 
ergota,  oleum  erigeron,  etc,  eta,  without  scarcely  any  perceptible  • 
benefit,  I  was  induced,  July  2d,  to  prescribe  the  tinct  polygonum  . 
punct  in  teaspoonfiil  doses  every  three  houra     On  the  first  day 
of  its  administration  the  haemorrhage  ceased  entirely.  The  remedy 
was  continued  a  day  or  two  longer,  aud  then  tonics  completed  the 
cure.     As  regards  its  modus  operandi,  in  this  case  I  have  no 
thoughts  to  offer.     All  I  know  is  the  results,  which  are  sufficient- 
ly encouraging  to  induce  me  to  try  it  again  in  similar  cases,  should 
favorable  opportunities  present 

Dysmenobrhcba. — I  have  seen  the  beneficial  effects  of  tiiis  rem- 
edy more  strikingly  displayed  in  dysmenorrhoea  than  in  aay  other 
morbid  manifestation.  Under  its  influence  I  have  known  patients 
pass  fi"om  a  state  of  untold  suffering  and  torture  to  a  state  of  com- 
parative comfort  and  tranquility  in  a  few  hours;  I  sometimes  com- 
bine it  with  gelseminum.  In  the  congestive  form  I  usually  com- 
bine it  with  veratrum  viride.  I  have,  however,  used  it  alone  with 
surprisingly  happy  results.  Its  anti-spasmodic  and  calmatiive 
poperties  are  often  very  happily  displayed  in.  hysteria. 

Setroversion  Uteri. — Although  incapable  of  effecting  a  rad- 
ical cure,  it  frequently  removes  the  rectal  tenesmus,  and  the  aching^ 
and  numbness  in  the  lumbo-sacral  region.  Also  in  paraplegiia' 
fix)m  undue  pressTire  of  the  fundus  upon  the  sacral  plexus  of 
nerves,  its  administration  has  been  temporarily  attended  with  veiy 

decided  benefit    Of  course,  with  the  view^  of  a  radical  curcr  ^e 
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malposition  of  that  organ  must  be' corrected  by  instrumental  man- 
ipulation or  cauterization  of  ppsterior  lip.  I  have,  not  a  few 
times,  prescribed  it  in  spasmodic  and  painfiil  affections  of  the 
.stomach  and  bowels,  with  seemingly  very  good  results.  In  the 
long  train  of  nervous  symptoms  following  frequent  abortions,  ex- 
cessive venery,  etc.,  etc.,  I  have  a  few  times  known  the  water  pep- 
per accomplish  what  all  other  remedies  usually  prescribed  in  such 
castas  failed  to  do.  As  a  topical  application  it  .is  a  very  common 
and  popular  remedy  in  ill-conditioned  and  gangrenous  sores,  and 
in  sore  mouth  from  mercurial  ptyalism.  Its  vesicant  properties 
are  very  prompt  and  energetia 


PRACTICAL    NOTES. 


BY  THEODORE  0.  MILLER,  M.  D. 


Bronchitis,  Chronic. — I  have  used  the  following  prescription 
with  entire  satisfaction  in  two  cases  of  chronic  bronchitis,  occurring 
in  old  persons  : — 

jpi.     Musk, gr.  XX. 

AquaDist, 5viij. 

Gum  Arab., 5  j- 

•M.  S.     One  tablespoonful  every  hour. 

Anjina  Pectoris.— Musk  administered  as  above  is  an  excellent 
remedial  agent  in  this  diseasa  ^ 

HYDROCEPBLA.LUS.  —  Nothing  is  superior  to  musk  in  some  types 

of  this  disease. 

Digitalis  in  Vertigo. — ^A  professional  gentleman  who  had 
labored  for  several  years  under  a  troublesome  and  obstinate 
vertigo,  and  who  had  tried  almost  every  physician  within  hia 
reach,  called  upon  me  for  medical  aid.  Examining  the  patient,  I 
discovered  Hie  capillar-vessels  only  in  a  diseased  state.  The  vera- 
tnim  viride  had  been  given  with  no  benefit  I  placed  him  upon 
digitalis  and  made  a  cure. 


,   ; 


-        •  -  * 

^5^.     Digitalis,        -     ,  -        -  gr.  vi      - 

Aqua, -  5viij, 

Becot  and  give  a  tablespoonful  every  hour. 

Apocynum'Oannabinum  in  Hypertrophy  of  the  Splekn.- 
I  cured  a  case  of  this^kind^in  five  weeks,  after  a  fruitless  use  of 
iodine  and  iron,  by  giving  the  fluid  ext  of  apocynum  a  in  doses 
pf  fifteen  idrops  five  times  a  day  in  water.  The  primary  action  of 
this  agent  appears  to  me  to  be  spent  on  the  spleen. 

AscARis.— In  this  affection  I  give  cuprum  oxydatum  or  santonine 
the  preference ;  but  in  the  oxyuris  vermicularis,  I  have  found  the 
oxyode  of  copper  with  aloes  more  effective  than  any  other  medi-* 
dna 

5t.     Cupri  Oxyd.  Nigr.,       -        -         -         -        gr.  isa 

Aloes,         -  ^ gr.  J. 

Sack  Laitis, gr.  x. 

M.  et  in  puilu.  xiL  diodida     Four  powders  a  day  is  sufficient 
for  a  child  of  12  years. 
In  case  of  an  adult,  use : — 

51.     Cupri  Oxyd.  Nigr.         -        -        -        -  -     3  j. 

Aloes, 3sa 

Syrup, q.  & 

Ut  fiant  piL  60.     Dose,  4  in  dia 

Menorrhagia. — The  fluid  extract  of  squills  in  quantities  of  6 
drops  five  times  a  day,  in  my  experience,  produces  the  desired  ef- 
fect in  menorrhagia 

Dysmexorrhcba, — ^In  severe  cases  of  dysmenorrhcea,  and  those 
of  long  standing,  I  rely  upon  the  fluid  ext  of  savin.  It  seldom 
disappoints.     I  give  it  in  doses  of  20  drops  five  times  daily. 

Aconite,  in  Measles. — I  think  aconite  superior  to  veratrum, 
particularly  in  measles^  Am  in  the  habit  of  giving  two  drops  in 
water  five  times  a  day. 

Bromide  of  Potassium  in  Herpes  SQUAMOSua — ^The  following 
38  an  excellent  local  application : — 

9-    Bromide  of  Potassium,        -        -        -     3i — 3sa 
Lard,        r       r       r       .        .        .        .        5j. 
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Sciatica. — ^This  disorder  will  generally  suocTimb  moie  readiljr 
to  benzoic  acid  than  to  any  other  remedy* 
Metborrhagia  : — 

9.    Fluid  Ext  Ergot,        •        •        •        *        •   dr.  i 
"        "     Cinnam.,        •        •        *        •         §s& 
D.  S.    Every  half  hour  20  drops. 

9-     Tinct  Lobelia©, di*.  ss. 

Syr.  Sahguinarise, 5  L 

1).  S.    Every  three  hours  one  teaspoonfiaL 
*  Hl^S'i^RiA: — 

9.    Fluid  Ext  Ladies'  Slipper. 

"        "    Blue  Cohosh,       -        -        -    SSdr.  gs. 
TSnbt  Valerianae  aetL,        -        -        -        -    dr.  ij. 
.    D.  S.     15  drops  five  times  daily. 

jLNAlifiPTICfDM : — 

9.    Fluid  Opium  Deodorized. 

AetL  acet, SUk  dr.  L 

A<i.  Omnam., Jij. 

D.  S.    Every  three  hours  one  teaspoonful 

Chronic  Hoarseness  :— 

9.     Tinct  PimpinellaR,         ....        <Jp.  i 

Syrup  Sanguinariaa, 

Syr.  Alth.  -        -        -        *         ansL  g  ss. 

I).  S.    Teaspoonful  slowly  to  swallow  four  tunes  daily. 

SCBdFULA  :-^ 

9.     Tinct  Ext  Rhubarb,        ....     dr.  ij. 

"        "    Ptdea, dr.  i 

"  "  Oaliaaya,  .  .  •  .  dr.  iij. 
Aq,  Cinnaai,         ^        ^        .i        .        .        dr.  i   . 

D.  S.    Morning  and  evening  one  teaspoonfbL 

lir  Si^ASMODic  Attacks  :— ^ 
9.     Fluid  Ext  Valerianae, 

"        "    Blue  Cohosh, 

•^        t'    WildCheny,       •        r        -        ir.1 
D.  S.    !26  drops  five  times  a  day. 


i 


Brcmuk  of  Pbtassium.  ^ 

3^^0MIDB  OF  FOTASSIT7M  IN  THB  TKEATMENt 

ft. 

OF    CHOREA. 


BT  B.  U.  HUME,  ,U.  D.,  WAYNB,   MICHiaAN. 


During  the  night  of  the  17th  of  October,  1867, 1  was  called  to 

gee  Mrs.  E .    She  was  18  years  of  age ;  had  been  married 

about  six  months ;  was  of  robust  form,  and  sanguine  temperament 
I  found  her  in  a  recumbent  posture,  free  from  pain,  and  presenting 
no  febrile  sjonptoms.  On  asking  to  see  her  tongue  she  protruded 
and  withdrew  it  with  a  jerk,  the  action  resembling  a  school  boy's 
grimaca  The  muscles  of  the  face,  the  right  arm,  and  leg  were  in 
constant  jactation,  quite  violent  Having  used  bromide  of  potassi- 
um with  success  in  a  number  of  nervous  disorders,  I  determined  to 
try  it  in  this  case,  as  the  usual  tr^tment  was  rather  unsatis&ctory. 
I  cppamenced  by  giving  bronaide  of  potaesium  grs.  viij.  every  tlj^fl© 
hours.  On  calliug  the  next  day  I  found  the  motion  of  the  &ce 
quieted,  the  leg  nearly  so,  but  the  arm  seemed  to  be  at  work  as  vig- 
orous as  ever.  I  ordered  the  bromide  to  be  continued,  gra  v. 
every  four  hours  until  my.  call  the  next  day,  when  I  found  the  dis- 
ease conquered,  I  left  the  fpUowiing  prescription  as  a  tonic  for  the 
nervous  system : — 

"151.    Sulph,  Strychnia,      -        ^        -        -  gi^  i* 

Aeid  AjQctic, 3  i* 

Alcohol, 5  vij. 

Mix.     Dose,  gtta.  x.  three  times  a  day. 

July  20th,  1868. — I  was  called  to  a  neighboring  town,  to  see  a 
case  of  chorea  that  had  continued  several  weeks,  baffling  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  two  regular  physicians,  and  a  quacJc;  the  usual 
remedies  proving  useless.  The  patient  was  a  German  girl  aged 
17,  of  bilious  temperament  Had  been  married  seven  months. 
Her  usual  health  was  good,  but  on  two  former  occasions  had  suf- 
fered attacks  of  the  same  disease,  each  lasting  several  montha 

When  I  first  saw  her  she  was  unable  to  dress  herself  or  perform 
any  work,  and  at  times  could  scarcely  speak.  The  fece,  arm,  and 
leg  of  the  right  side  were  aU  affected  by  the  disease.  I  ordered 
4^]?omide  of  potassium  gra  x  every  four  hours  for  three  days,  when 
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1 8aw  her  again,  and  the  symptoins  were  entirel  j  Temoved    Tlfie^ 
lias  been  no  retom  of  the  disease  in  either  case  at  the  present  time^ 

Angust  18th,  1888.         '^     '  " 

I  have  never  heard  of  its  being  used  in  chorea  before,  and  as  it 
has  proved  so  saccessful  in  my  hands  I  recommend  its  trial  hj  the 
profession. 


-»♦- 


'^^^8    inmmntja^ 


or 
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*  Pbicakoanatb  of  Potabsa  in  Rheumatism. — ^Dr.  King  (Medical  and 
Boigical  Reporter)  has  used  permanganate  of  potassa  with  the  happiest  re- 
JOlts  in  rheumatism  his  formula  is: — 

Q .    Permanganate  of  Potassa , gT*  ij* 

Syrup  of  Sarsaparilla |j. 

One  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 

Extracts  from  the  surgical  clinic  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Dawson  (Cincinnati  Hosfpi- 
tal)  reported  to  the  Cineinnati  Lancet  and  Observer  by  M.  B.  Eellar,  3C  D. 
assistant  resident  physician : 

GoNOBRH(BA  TBEATBD  BT  OiL  OF  Qaiidai,  Wood. — Cose  1.  — ^William 
H ,  age  38;  nativity  Germany;  laborer.    Entry  May  19th,  1868. 

States  that  twenty-eight  days  ago  had  impure  connection,  and  in  eight 
days  after  had  all  the  general  as  well  as  local  symptoms  of  an  acute  attack 
of  blennorrhagia. 

Condition. — A  man  of  good  health  and  of  strong  and  vigorous  constita- 
tion.  After  the  administration  of  an  active  cathartic,  he  was  ]  ut  on  an 
emuldon  of  cubebs  and  copaiba  which  he  continued  to  take  without  benefit 
imtil  the  30th  inst.,  when  the  emulsion  iwas  discontinued,  and  the  following^ 
substituted : 

3.    Oil  Sandal  Wood gtt.  Ixxx.     *    . 

Liq.  Potassa 3  ij- 

Aqua  Menth  Pip §  ij. 

M.    8. — ^Teaspoonful  three  times  daily. 

June  5th.    Discharge  has  ceased. 

June  8th.    Discharged  cured. 

Case  2.— William  G ,  aged  22;  nativity  Ohio;  clerk.    Entry  May  2l0lw 

States  that  eighteen  days  ago  was  exposed  to  contagion,  and  fifteen  day» 


Mtmfkty  Smnmary.  Mt: 

after  noficed  s  dbefanige  from  uretlm  followed  soon  after  by  swelling  of 
f^XBBy  stinging  pain  after  emission  of  mine,  and  painful  ^^ctions.  Nerer  baa 
been  diseased  before 

Ctedidan. — Of  medium  size ;  ratber  lax  fiber,  general  bealtb  howeyer, 
gpod.     Waa  <sdered  same  prescription. 

May  28tb.    Discbarged  cured. 

Oase  8. — ^Hengo  B ,  aged  24;  nativity  Germany;  confectioner.    Entry 

May  21st. 

States  tbat  a  few  weeks  ago  bad  an  impure  connecticm,  and  in  eleven  days 
after  bad  all  tbe  symptoms  of  an  acute  attack  of  gonorrboea — ^took  noibing 
forit. 

Condition. — Ratber  small  in  stature,  lax  in  fiber  and  sallow  in  complexion. 
Tbe  diacbarge  from  uretbra  is  greenish  in  color,  tbick  in  consistence  and  pro- 
fiiaa  in  quantity.  Was  ordered  a  saline  purge  and  the  prescription  in  cases 
fii^  and  second  given. 

June  Ist    Discbarged  cured. 

I  present  tbese  cases  of  gonorrhoea  to  you  this  morning,  to  show  yon  tbe 
effect  of  tbe  oil  of  sandal  wood  in  their  treatment.  This  remedy  has  of  late 
been  highly  extolled  in  this  dis^ease,  but  as  much  has  been  said  at  various 
times  of  scores  of  articles  of  the  materia  medica.  Hardly  a  month  passea 
that  we  are  not  presented  with  a  specific,  but  when  subjected  to  trial  they 
all  fail,  and  we  are  compelled  to  fall  back  on  balsam  copaiba,  tbe  old,  and,  I 
believe,  the  most  reliable  agent  which  we  possess. 

Tbe  prescription  you  will  notice  in  these  three  cases  contains  liquor  potassa, 
which  in  itself  has  some  reputation  in  urethral  inflammation,  hence  tbe 
results  are  far  from  stamping  the  oil  of  sandal  wood  as  a  specific. 

Here,  however,  follows  two  other  cases  treated  by  tbe  oil  alone  which  give 
it  more  claim  to  attention. 

Case  1. — John  Stevens,  aged  30;  laborer.    Admitted  June  20th. 

Says  that  eight  days  ago.  a  purulent  discharge  began  from  the  urethra. 
At  time  of  admittance  there  was  an  abundant  purulent  discharge.  Waa- 
placed  forthwith  upon  the  following: 

8.    Oil  Sandal  Wood 3ij. 

Aqnie.  Mentb.  Pip |  iij. 

Pulv.  AcacisB Q.  8. 

M.    Ft.  Emul. 
8.      3j.  TerDie. 

On  June  22d,  discharge  continued  about  the  same. 

June  25th,  there  was  a  marked  diminution  in  the  discharge. 

June  27tb,  there  was  only  a  slight  mucous  discbarge. 

June  29th,  nine  da)  s  aftera  dmission,  dismissed  cured.  * 

(kue  2. — ^Admitted  June  20th ;  aged  28.  Has  had  gonorrhoea  for  thirteen 
weeks  with  slight  chordee.  Says  he  has  been  medicated  internally  an'l  has 
al^  o  used  astringent  injections.  Was  placed  upon  the  above  formula  and  tbe 
spongy  portion  of  uretbra  painted,  with  Tr.  Iodine  (dil.)  with  tbe  following 
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jvesiik:  Jime  22dpdiflGharge  ixom.i>€^  fjimiwigbeji  veiy  much.  June  Mrflk. 
Chordee  has  about  subsided ;  discharge  yery  slight.. 

June  27th«  one  week  after  admittance,  dismissed  cured. 

Both  of  tiiese  patients  were  first  thoroughly  puiged  with  magnesia  sul- 
phas, and  then  kept  quiet  in  bed. 

OoLOBLBss  Tincture  of  Iodikb. — Several  plans  have  been  proposed  re* 
cpntly  for  discoiorizing  Tinct.  iodine,  some  of  which  are  certainly  not  phil- 
osophic, the  resulting  preparations  being  generally  solutions  of  some  salt  of 
iodine  or  hydriodic  acid.  Liq.  ammonia  and  carbolic  add  are  botli  used  te 
effect  Ifae  purpose  indicated,  but  the  anunonia  gives  to  the  resulting  liquid 
caustic  properties,  heside  uni  ing  with  the  iodine;  and  the  solution  with 
carbolic  acid  is  altogether  too  Weak  for  use.  The  method  proposed  by  Pro- 
'fessor  Primm  {St.  Louis  Medical  Reporter)  is  to  use  hyposulphite  of  soda  in 
the  following  proportions :  Triturate  108  grs  of  the  salt  of  soda  with  2  drs. 
of  distilled  water ;  add  6  drs.  Tr.  iodine  gradually,  with  constant  stirring ; 
then  filter.  The  resulting  tincture  is  clear  and  limpid,  and  not  more  caustic 
than  ordinary  tinctures  of  iodine.  The  iodine  of  course  is  not  free,  but  ex- 
ists in  combination. — Pacific  Med.  and  Surg,  Jwwmal. 

Carbolic  Acid  and  Iodine. — A  writer  in  an  Eastern  journal  which  we 
have  mislaid,  recommends  in  the  strongest  terms  the  following  formula,  to  be 
used  with  a  swab,  or  as  a  gargle,  in  diphtheria  and  similar  aft^tions  of  the 
throat :  3 »  Tr,  iod.  comp.  gtt.  xxv ;  Acidi  carbolic!  gtt.  vi ;  Acidi  acetici 
gtt.  XL ;  Glycerinse  dr.  ij ;  Aquse  distil,  oz.  yj.  M.  He  uses  the  tinct,  ferri 
ehloT.  internally  at  the  same  time.  The  application  is  also  very  serviceable 
in  indolent  ulcers,  sloughing  wounds,  and  whenever  there  is  a  tendency  to 

sloughing — the  acid  acts  chemically  on  the  iodine  and  produces  a  carbolate, 
which  is  colorless.  From  various  sources  we  hear  of  it  as  a  valuable  anti- 
septic.— Idem. 

Death  from  Chloroform — Probably. — Dr.  Van  Buskirk,   of  Gorham, 
Ohio,  who  is  mentioned  as  a  very  worthy  man,  was  found  dead  in  his  bed 
lately.     His  death  was  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  inhalation  of 
xhloroform  when  alone,  to  relieve  a  nervous  headache. — Idefn. 

'Sub -Nitrate  of  Bismuth — In  an  essay  on  the  sub-nitrate  of  bismuth, 
T>r.  Monnert  enumerates  the  various  effects  of  this  valuable  medicine.  He 
affirms  he  was  the  first  to  employ  it  in  nose-bleeding  and  intestinal  hsem- 
morrhage,  in  which  latter  case  he  administers  a  teaspoonful  of  it  in  two  table- 
spoonfuls  of  water  once  an  hour.  He  has  used  it  in  typhus  fever  for  the  last 
five  years,  and  never,  during  that  time,  has  lost  a  single  patient  by  intestinal 
hsemmorrhage.  The  same  salt  appears  to  be  a  specific  for  the  cure  of  ozeena 
and  otorrhoea.  Sub -nitrate  of  bismuth,  in  his  opinion,  only  acts  negatively, 
and  merely  as  *  n  insulating  agent,  but  it  prepares  the  mucous  membrane  for 
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the  prompt  absorption  of  lemedies,  Uie;  ftotina  of  wMcli  is  uitoertftin. — Chicago 
Med,  Journal. 

Stbup  of  Limb  in  Rheumatism. — ^Mb.  Editob, — Ib  the  Journal  for  Feb- 
ruary 28th,  1867,  Dr.  Buckmgham  brought  forward  the  syrup  of  lime  in  the 
treatment  of  rheumatism.  I  have  now  treated  fifteen  cases  of  acute  rheu- 
matism  with  the  syrup  of  lime,  using  no  other  remedy,  and  the  result  was  a 
cure  in  from  ten  to  sixteen  days.        Very  truly  yours,  Carl.  H.  SMirir. 

Kenton  0,^  June  11, 1868. — Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Belladonna  in  Sickness  of  Pbegnanct. — A  writer  in  tha  Lskndon  Lancet 
suggests  belladonna,  as  probably  the  best  remedy  for  allaying  the  reflex  or 
sympathetic  gastric  disturbance  of  pregnancy.  For  several  years  we  have 
used  small  doses  of  belladonna  or  atropine,  before  breakfast  and  dinner,  for 
ibis  purpose,  with  success.  Sometimes,  the  relief  has  been  more  complete 
when  each  dose  of  the  narcotic  was  associited  with  five  or  six  drops  of  hy- 
drochloric acid  diluted  with  water. 

W.  R.  Bowling,  M.  D.  Editor  of  the  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  arvd 
Surgery  recommeads  for  this  affection  small  doses  of  sulphate  of  morphia,  hav- 
ing prescribed  the  following  with  general  success. 

B .    Sulph.  of  Morrph gr.  t 

Syrup  of  Lemon . . .  §  iv. 

M. — S — Teaspoonful  in  ice  water,  every  3  or  4  hours. 
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BY  T.   C.    MILLBR,   M.   D. 


IN   HYSTERICAL   NEUBALGIA   AND  SPASMS. 

Ohloroformii 1  scruple. 

Extr.  Fluid  Valerianae S  drams. 

Aether  Acet 1  dram. 

8.    Every  hour  ten  to  twenty  drops. 

IN  DIARBHCEA  INFANTUM. 

Fluid  Extr.  OascarillfiB 

"        "     Hydrastis ana  3  drams. 

Aq.  Cinnani 2  ounces. 

Syr.  Cinnam ^ . .    1  ounce. 

8.    Every  hour  from  on«-half  to  one  teaspoonful. 


SSO  The  Jaumal  <if  Materia  Medico, 

nr  m  BBOOvrAUBaeaDMat  AvniB  ▲  i/>jia  dibbasb. 

Fluid  Extr.  Caliaaya  Bftirk 1  ounce. 

**        "     Cbit.  Aiirwit 

"        "     CSnnam. 

**       "     Calaini. ana  2  drann. 

S.    Three  times  daily  a  teaspoonfol. 

TR  Hooprao  a^UQB. 
Eztr.  Bellad 4  grains. 

Aq.  Dist. 2  ounces. 

'Syr.  LobeliiB 1  ounce. 

*^    SangainariflB 2  drams. 

M.  8.    Three  times  daily  a  teaspoonfol. 

IN  ATONIC  MSNORRHAOIA. 

Fluid  Ext.  Sabinae 2  drams. 

"        "    Calisaya  Bark 1  ounce. 

Aq.  Cinnam 6      " 

8}  r.  Cinnam 1      ** 

8.  Every  two  hours  one  tablespoonfuL 

IN  CONTUSION. 

Extr.  Fluid  Arnica > 

**        **     Chamomile ana  \  ounce. 

Aqua 6  ounces. 

Aceti  Aromatici     1  ouncei 

8.    As  application  to  injury. 

OUR  PREPARATI0N8,— WHAT  PHYSICIAN8  8AY  OP  THEM. 

'*  I  shall  report  to  you  some  of  my  experience  with  the  Ferrated  Wine 
of  Wild  Cherry.  I  have  been  making  a  trial  of  it  in  an  important  case  here 
with  the  happiest  result." 

DB.  B.  B  c. 

**I  think  much  of  your  Fluid  Extract  of  Ergot.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
your  combination  of  Wild  Cherry  and  iron  is  a  very  important  medicine." 

DB.  w.  s.  c. 

*'  I  haye  prescribed  your  preparations  more  or  less  daily  for  some  time,  and 

think  them  perfectly  reliable,  (when  not  adulterated  or  substituted  by  others) 

and  all  they  are  reported  to  be." 

DB.  B.  p. 

**  I  want  to  buy  direct  from  the  Laboratory,  as  many  times  in  ordering  from 


ISew  York,  tliey  s^nd  as  thoiite  mAnu&ctared  by  othen  which  do  not  give 
jitaJBCtion  to  our  physiciaiis.    Yours  always  do/^ 

**  An  article  containing  the  properties  possessed  by  your  Ferrated  Wine  of 
Wild  Cherry  is  much  needed.'^ 

DB.  A.  N.  c. 

**I  should  be  happy  to  test  any  of  your  Ifew  Ptepctrations  you  may  choose 
to  send.  Other  Extracts  are  generally  sent  me,  when  I  do  not  specify  yours^ 
and  sometimes  when  I  do.    Druggists  are  apt  to  be  "  out  just  now.'' 

**I  have  tested  your  Elixir  of  Calisaya  and  Pyrophosphate  of  iron,  and 
find  it  to  answer  admirably  the  requirement  of  a  tonic.  I  think  your  Fer- 
rated Wine  of  Wild  Cherry  is  a  combination  of  superior  excellence.'' 

w,  G.  A.  H. 

"I  think  well  of  your  medicines  and  use  them  in  my  practice,  but  I  can 

not  always  procure  what  I  want." 

DB.  w.  p. 

'^fliey  give  good  satisfaction,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  of  them  extenda** 

DB.  w.  N.  c. 

**  I  have  used  your  medicines  for  the  last  fifteen  yean  in  an  extensive  practice, 

and  always  found  them  reliable.    Many  of  your  New  Freparations  I  have 

not  yet  tested." 

DB.  I.  p.  B. 

**  I  have  long  prescribed  your  preparations,  and  have  found  them  reliable 
and  of  uniform  strength — a  great  dissideratum." 

DB.  J.  8.  p. 

"^I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  your  Fluid  Extract  of  Buchu  and  Tar- 
axacum in  my  practice,  and  can  assert  their  superiority  over  those  of  any 
other  house. 

The  Taraxacum,  which  I  last  purchased,  disappointed  mie.  I  was  under 
the  impression  it  was  Tilden's  Fluid  Extract,  (for  such  I  ordered)  until  I 
came  to  use  it ;  when  I  found  it  took,  at  least,  four  times  the  quantity  to 
produce  the  same  effect  as  that  which  I  had  been  using.  When  I  enquired 
into  the  matter,  I  found  that  the  druggist,  of  whom  I  procured  it,  had  made 
it  from  some  old  Solid  Eostrcbct  he  had  on  hand." 

"  Until  within  four  years,  I  have  used  your  Fluid  Extracts  to  the  entire  ex- 
clusion of  others,  and  was  well  pleased  with  their  action.  They  came  quite 
op  to  my  expectation,  never  disappointing  me.  But,  for  some  reason  which 
I  could  never  understand,  of  late  years  they  have  proved  inert,  and  to  such 
an  extent,  that  I  was  obliged  to  abandon  them  almost  entirely. 

"  I  did  not  know  what  might  be  the  cause,  but  on  reading  the  circular 
which  you  have  recently  issued,  I  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  truth.  They  were 
probably  tampered  with  by  the  druggist,  or  others  made  to  hear  your  name. 
If  this  be  persisted  in,  I  must  order  from  you  direct." 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  JOURNAL  OF  MATERIA  MEDKJA. 


The  third  edition  of  the  Supplement  to  the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica  is 
now  ready.  Beades  containing  &  brief  sammaiy  of  the  action  and  mes  of 
the  principal  articles  of  the  materia  medica,  including  thdr  doses,  most  im- 
portant contra-indications,  incompatibles  and  antidotes,  it  contams  the 
analyses  of  the  principal  mineral  waters  in  Europe  and  the  United  States, 
and  foimultt  for  dietetic  jveparationB,  &c.  Nearly  600  articles  are  treated 
upon  in  this  edition.  The  following  important  remedies  and  preparatioitf 
have  been  added,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession  u 
specially  called : 


u 
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(( 


Ammonia,  Aqua  Fortior,  U.  S.  P. 
Aromatic  Spirits. 
Spirits. 

Valerianate,  crystals. 
Ammonium,  Bromide. 

Iodide. 
Atropia. 
Black  Drop. 
Calcium,  Iodide. 

Cantharidal,  Acetic  Rubefacient. 
"  "       Vesicant. 

"  Collodion. 

Cerium,  Oxalate. 
Chloroform,  chemically  pure. 
Collodion,  Surgical. 
Elixir  Gentian  &  Chloride  of  Iron. 
Pepsine,  Strychnia  &  Bismuth. 
Phosphate  Iron  &  Quinia. 

'*         Lime. 
Pyrophoaphate  Iron  &  Soda. 
Rhubarb  and  Magnesia. 
Valer.  Ammonia  &  Strychnia. 
Valerianate  Strychnia. 
Ether,  Chloric,  con.  chem.  pure. 
Spirits  Nitre  chem.  pure. 
Sulph.  con.  chem.  pure. 
Glycerine,  white. 
Glycerole  Hypo  phosphites. 
Gutta  Percha  Solution. 
"  Vesicant. 

Hoffman's  Anodyne. 
Iodide  Sodium. 
"      Sulphur, 
iodoform. 
Iron,  Ammon  Tartrate,  Soalea. 
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Iron,  Ammon-Tartrate  and  Potass, 
by  Hydrogen,  (Quevennie's.) 
Citrate  and  Magnesia. 

"         Quinia  &  Strychnia. 
Hydrated  Sesqui  Oxide. 
Nitrate. 
Sesqui  Chloride. 

^'  ^'     strong  solution. 

Tannate. 
Lead,  Acetate,  chem.  pure. 
Lithia,  Carbonate. 
Pepsine,  pure. 

"     Elix.  Bismuth  <&  Strychnia. 
"     Wine. 
Potassa,  Acetate, 
Potassium,  Bromide. 

Arseniated  Bromide. 
Chloride. 
Iodide. 
Quinia,  Chlorate. 
Santonin. 
Salicin. 
Spirits  Lavender. 

"  Compound. 

Styptic  Colloid. 

"  with  Carbolic  Acid. 

"  "     Creosote. 

Syrup  Citrate  Iron. 

&  Strychnine. 
&  Quinia. 
Hypophos.  Iron  &  Quinia. 
Iodide  Starch. 

Phos.  Iron,  Quinia  &  Strych. 
Protox.  "  Rhei  &  Columho. 


(( 


(( 


it 


it 


it 


ti 


ti 


ti 


ti 


a 


it 


We  will  send  this  book,  postage  paid,  to  aty  phyaieiim  on  recdptff 
twenty-five  cents. 


Editotrial  2ea 

OHLORIDE   OF  iLMMOKIl. 

Thomas  W.  Cedl,  H.  D.,  fiom  Muftouri,  writes  to  us,  that  he  has  been  ms^^ 
tile  Ohloride  of  Ana&Oiiia  for  a  smnAier  of  y  esM,  in  «  variety  of  diseases  with 
fhe  most  kappy  i^esolts.  As  an  alteratiye,  he  aflserts,  that  it  is  one  of  the 
h#t  medicinal  agents  for  promoting  the  character  of  the  seoetions  in  gen- 
oal,  sdcli  as  the  secretory  ftmctions  of  the  bowels,  skin  kidneys,  liver,  &c. 

He  speaks  highly  of  its  nse  in  cranial,  and  facial  neuralgia,  when  unattend- 
ed by  organic  leaiop.  He  observes — *^  Ky  manner  of  using  it  is  as  follows : — 
Take  camphor  water  in  quantity  to  suit,  and  add  muriate  of  ammonia  to  sat- 
U!ation.  After  directing  a  brisk  mercurial  cathartic,  if  the  attack  is  ac- 
compani<>d  with  fever,  I  give  a  tablespoonful  of  the  muriate  every  4  hours, 
combined  with  some  aromatic.  I  have  been  using  it  for  some  time,  with  the 
most  satisfactory  results  I  ever  obtained  from  any  remedy  of  like  simple 
combination."  * 


ALTERATIVE  AND  LAXATIVE  PILL. 

A  Burroughs,  M.  D.,  of  Leeds,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  sends  us  the  following 

recipe: 

3*    Ext  Dandelion |ij. 

^'    Oonium  Mac |  ss. 

Podophyllin 3  j. 

Leptandrin 3  iv. 

Mix,  and  add  pulv.  rhei  and  ipecac  aa  sufficient  to  make  the  mass  of  proper 
consistence  to  work  into  pills  and  divide  into  500  pills.  The  above  is  a  rec- 
ipe that  I  bave  used  for  years  with  satisfaction  as  an  alterative  and  laxative. 


A  PRACTICAL  CXI  IDE  TC  THE  PERFUMER:    Beinyaneu>  Treatise 

&n  PerfmMvy  the  most  foMrable  to  Beauty  mthout  being  injurioue  to 
Health,  comprising  a  Description  of  the  Siibstances  used  in  Perfumery, 
and  the  Eormulcs  of  more  than  one  thousand  preparations,  such  as  Cos- 
meties,    Perfumed    Oile,    Tooth-powders,    Waters,    Extracts    Tinctures^ 
Infusions,  Vinegars,  Essential  Cits,  Pastils,  Creams,  Soaps,  and  mamy 
ifew  Sygiemc  Products  not  hithefto  Described.    Edited  from  notes  and 
documents  of  Messrs,  Deba/y,  Lund,  etc.,  mth  additions  by  Professor  Mi 
DuseaMce,  Chemist,  lately  of  the  Laboratories  of  the  French  Gfoeemment^ 
mz,,  the  Mining,  Botamcal  Chrden,  the  Imperial  Mantfaetures,  Professor- 
of  Industrial  Chemistry  to  the  Polytechnic  Institute,  Paris;  author 
of  a  Practical  Treatise  on  Matches,  Gun-cotton,  ete.^'*  "J.  Complete  Treat- 
iee  on  Tanning,  Currying,  and  Leather^reeeing^'^  etc,  etc.    Philadel- 
phia: Henry  Cary  Baird,  Indu^rial  Publi^t&r,  406  Walnut  street 
There  are  few  of  the  arts  to  which,  at  the  present  day,  there  is  more  at- 
tention paid  than  to  perfumery.    A  demand  is  created  that  brings  to  the  aid* 
of  this  Industrial  Branch  the  scientific  attention  of  the  best  chemists  of  the 
day.    And  so  complete  is  the  treatise  before  us  that  we  can  pronounce  no 
higher  enconium  upon  it  than  to  say  it  cfxmprises  and  makes  plain  the  whole 
labject.    On  the  title  we  set  in  judgment  on  the  value  of  a  book,  in  it  there 
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is  a  kind  of  physiognomy  which  tells  what  to  expect,  and  we  can  aflSrm 
with  much  confidence  that  in  the  litle  **  A  Practical  Guide  to  the  Peifbmer^r 
the  mind  cannot  over-rate  the  merits  of  the  book.  Moreorer,  ais  a  literaiy 
work  it  possesses  decided  merit.  The  chapter,  "History  of  Perfumes^^* 
entitles  the  book  to  a  place  in  the  library  of  every  man  of  letters.  The^ 
author  evincjs  wonderful  familiarity  with  his  subject.  Its  claims  on  the 
attention  of  the  druggist,  pharmaceutist,  amateur,  and  those  who  make 
perfumery  their  business  can  nol  be  questioned. 


T£[E    GRAIQ    MICROSCOPE:     lU    Uw  in  Entomology— in  the  First 

Ameri'-an  Diaewery  of  the  "  Trichina  Spiralis  ^^ — in  examining^  »atisfac- 
torily^  Cancer-  Cells,  the  Globules  of  Blood  and  Milk,  Pus,  and  the  various 
Urinary  Deposits,  " 

"  Mysteries  of  the  Microscope. — Not  that  there  is  any  especial  hidden 
mystery  in  the  innocent-looking,  modest  little  instrument  that  presents 
objects  to  us  as  they  really  are,  making  huge  monsters  out  of  mere  mites,  and 
as  often  presenting  most  magnificent  animals  in  what,  to  the  unaided  eye, 
appears  an  uncouth  atom.  The  mystery  is  of  the  microscope.  Its  power, 
to  our  intelligence,  as  at  present  educated,  is  unintelligible,  and  would  be 
magical,  but  that  we  know  the  microscope  to  be  innocent  of  the  black  art, 
and  the  maker  only  a  man  like  ourselves — a  trifle  more  clever,  perhaps,  but 
not  a  mite  of  a  magician.  So  much  of  thought  is  involved  by  the  advent  of 
a  red  mite  upon  th*^  edge  of  the  white  sheet  jnow  under  the  point  of  my  pen, 
and  the  ruby  dot — a  mere  point  to  the  naked  eye — hurrying  over  the  white 
field,  a  perfect  crimson  streak.  If  a  man  were  to  run  at  that  rate,  according 
to  bulk,  he  would  get  over  the  ground  about  a  thousand  miles  an  hour,  and 
race  entirely  round  the  world  in  a  day  and  night,  with  three  hours  left  for 
rest  and  refreshment. 

"  Arresting  the  atomic  red  runaway,  and  clapping  him  under  my  ssmfeb 
PAKATDS  Craig  Microscope,  in  an  instant  I  had  under  my  eye  a  wonder,  a 
bright  crimson  bird,  wingless,  like  the  penguin,  but  perfect  in  proportions, 
and  of  exquisite  beauty ;  its  downy  plumage  brilliantly  bright ;  its  six  per- 
£)ct  bird  legs,  three  set  on  either  side.  I  saw  there  the  secret  of  the  rapid 
xace.  Fancy  a  turkey  p:obblcr  with  six  legs,  each  one  putting  in  its  quota 
of  speed  I  Wouldn^t  the  old  fellow  outrun  a  hurricane  ?  Then  there  are 
the  five  white  delicate  toes,  more  like  a  fair  lady's  fingers,  to  each  foot ;  black, 
lustrous  eyes;  and  beak  like  that  of  the  great  ^war  eagle ^ — all  harmonious; 
but  strange — ^very  wonderful — mysterious — the  manner  ii  which  that  single 
bit  of  clear  glass  metamorphoses  the  tiny  red  mite  into  a  great  magnificent 
bird  I  There,  go  out  with  you,  and  go  your  way,  diminished  to  a  red  atom, 
almost  infinitessimal  again  I  Scud — scatter,  crimson  speck,  and  leave  me  to 
my  fay  of  my  magnifying  miracle. 

^  Before  I  was  the  proprietor  of  this  Craig  glass,  for  which  I  piaid  $2.50, 1 
bad  for  ten  yeara  used  a  French  ioBtniment,  which  cost  me,  I  think,  $55.00^ 
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pi  feebler  pov^ec,  ftnd  less  n^lable.  With  the  French  *  Creaaaiz/  I  search^' 
leag  and  fhdtleesly  for  the.  '  trichina  spiralis,'  that  savants  guessed  was  in 
our  American  pork.  With  the  $2.50  Craig  I  laid  hold  of  it  plainly  and  po»' 
idyely  at  the  second  trial.  That  was  two  years  ago  this  month.  Is  it' 
recorded  that  any  one  had  discovered  the  pork  pests  earUer  than  that  date  f 
If  not,  then  they  were  first  found  under  an  American  microscope ;  and  so 
much  for  the  skill  an  ingenuity  of  American  mechanism. 

"  For  the  farmer  and  fruit-grower,  especially,  these  simple,  practical  instru-' 
ments  are  invaluable ;  and,  to  their  children,  a  source  of  education,  amuse-t 
ment,  and  real  instructive  pleasure,  of  which  they  will  never  grow  weary. 
A  bright  little  girl  of  ten  years,  daughter  of  a  farmer  friend,  to  whom  I 
loaned  mine,  actually  acquired  a  fuller  and  more  correct  knowledge  of  half 
a  hundred  insect  inhabitants  of  her  neighborhood,  in  six  weeks^  practice 
with  the  microscope,  than  a  professed  entomologist,  principal  of  a  neighbor^ 
ing  seminary,  had  acquired  in  thirty  years  of  study." — B^rom  the  American 
Farmer, —  Written  for  it  by  the  late  Dr.  E,  G.  Kendall^  alias  "  Cosmo^^^  of 
Philadelphia^  Agricultural  Editor, 

Mr.  George  Mead,  Racine,  Wisconsin,  is  the  sole  proprietor  and  manufac- 
turer of  the  Craig  Microscope,  and  will  send  it  by  mail,  postage  paid,  on 
receipt  of  $2.75. 


DENTAL  MATERIA  MEDIC  A:     Compiled  by  James   White,   Philadel- 
phia,    Published  by  Samvel  8.  White.     1868. 

We  are  highly  pleased  with  the  general  character  and  import  of  this  little 
volume.  While  it  is  more  particularh  intended  to  subserve  the  wants  of 
dentists,  it  comes,  nevertheless,  as  the  physician's  friend  and  helper.  It 
should  be  in  the  library  of  both.  Most  physicians,  who  have  a  country 
practice,  are  compelled  to  have  more  or  less  to  do  with  dentistry,  and  to  the 
attention  of  such  do  we  specially  commend  this  manual. 

In  it  we  have  medico-dental  literature  condensed  ao  as  to  be  readily  tangi- 
ble. Facts,  which  have  ct^vcred  pages  in  Journals  and  voluminous  books, 
are  here  expressed  almost  in  as  many  lines,  and  brought  directly  before  the 
reader's  eye.  It  is  a  time  and  labor  economizer,  as  it  obviates  the  necessity 
of  searching  the  many  periodical  and  discussions  of  dental  societies  to 
obtain  reliable  information  concerning  the  several  remedies  in  use  by  the 
profession,  and  the  indications  for  their  employment,  concerning  instruments 
and  the  methods  of  applying  them,  etc.,  alluded  to  therein. 


THOMAS  C.  BRINSMADE,  M.  D. 
Cf  Troy  New  Torh, 


Dr.  Thomas  C.  Brindsmade,  one  of  the  most  prominent  medical  gentleman 
of  this  State,  died  suddenly  of  angina  pectoris,  while  officiating,  on  the  ev^ 
ning  of  the  22nd  of  June,  at  a  public  meeting,  held  in  behalf  of  the  Reoa* 
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ndttr  Polytechiuc  Institate  of  that  city.  He  was  bom  in  Hutford,  Conn., 
gcadoated  at  Tale  College,  and  (Mme  to  Lansingburgh  in  1822,  where  he  re- 
mained ni^  1882,  when  Dr.  Eliaha  Sheldon,  then  a  leading  pbyocian  of 
Troy,  having  died,  he  and  Dr.  F.  B.  Leonard  removed  to  Troy,  and  suceeed-^ 
ed  to  the  piaetice  of  Dr.  Sheldon.  Dr.  B.  was  induced  to  oome  there  by 
gome  fifteen  or  twcaity  of  the  leading  citisens— the  Warrens,  Heurts,  and 
others — ^who  guaranteed  him  a  certain  sum  of  money  each  per  year,  whether 
the  amount  of  the  income  reached  the  sum  or  not.  Dr.  Leonard  remained 
but. a  short  time,  when  Dr.  Brinsmade,  for  some  years,  with  Dr.  John  Wright, 
as  pflitner,  continued  the  practice.  In  1848-9  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
BeoBseliier  Oounty  Jifedical  Society.  In  1^57  he  was  elected  Yice-President 
of  the  State  Medical  Sodety.  In  1866  he  was  chosen  Vice-President  of  the 
Amefican  Medical  Association ;  and  in  18$7  he  was  appointed  delegate  to  the 
International  Medical  Congress  at  Paris,  and  attending  the  same,  took  a 
prominent  and  conspicuous  part  Dr.  Brinsmade  was  at  one  time  City  Phy- 
fflcian;  repeatedly  President  of  the  Board  of  Health;  one  of  the  original 
€k>yemorB  of  the  Marshall  Infirmary,  and  one  of  the  Medical  Board ;  a  trustee 
of  the  Binghamton  Inebriate  Assylum;  and  for  twenty-fiye  yeurs  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Rensselser  Institute.  Upon 
the  resignation  of  President  Winslow  he  \ras  elected  President  of  the  fii- 
stitute.  During  all  the  years  of  his  connection  with  that  Institution  he  took 
a  de^  interest  in  its  affairs,  and  it  is  stated  that  in  his  will  he  has  left  it  a 
most  munificent  bequest. 

Dr.  Brinsmade  was  well  known  throughout  the  country  as  an  active  w<»rk- 
er  in  the  cause  of  medical  science;  and  hia  brethren,  in  his  death  sustain  an 
irreparable  los&  He  was  truly  a  noble  example  of  the  upright,  conscientious^ 
Christian  physician,  one  who  was  untiring  in  his  efibrts  to  advance  the  best 
interests  of  his  calling  as  well  at  the  bedside  as  in  the  numerous  Sodefy 
gatherings,  at  which  he  was  a  devoted,  zealous,  and  punctual  attendant — 
Teh  Medical  Record, 


MARRDSD. 


At  Hudson,  Michigan,  on  the  26th  ultimo.,  by  the  Bev»  Thos.  Sta2kw,  1^. 
Chas.  p.  Fairbanks,  of  Ottawa  City  Mich,  and  Miss  J^mie  M.  Op^^  of 
Hudson. 

CHANGE  OF  RESIDENCE. 


Dr.  C.  D.  Fairbanks  of  Evanston,  Ills.,  has  removed  to  Ottawa,  Bis.,  where 
is  now  his  P.  O.  addreps.  Dr.  E.  N.  Ingraham  Las  left  Ottawa,  and,  at  pres- 
ent, is  not  located  in  practice. 


Correspondents  will  oUige  by  writing  plainly  their  Namesy  Town, 
€fimniy  sad  State.    We  are  frequently  unable  to  answer  letters  because 
are  omitted. 
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CAULOPHTLLUM   THALICTROIDES. 

{Blue  Cohosh.) 


BY  JOSEPH  BATB8,  X.  Qi 


Natural  Order. — BerberidoLcex. 

Some  Botanists  have  thoiiglit  Leontice  the  most  appropriate  genu9^ 
for  this  plant 

It  is  found  in  the  artificial  classification  in  Glass  Hexandria,  Or- 
der JionogynicL 

Its  popular  names  are  poppoose-root,  &lsecohosh,  squaw-root; 

and  blue-oohosh.    The  caulophyllimi)  or  leontice,  has  some  four 

or  five  species,  some  of  which  are  natives  of  the  Levant,  Tuscanjr^ 

Apulia  and  North  America. 

j7 
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Generic  Description. — Calyx  inferior,  3  to  6  sepalled,  cadu- 
CTis ;  nectaries  6,  sub-reniform,  fleshy,  glutinous  at  the  margin,  at- 
tached to  the  claws  of  the  petals ;  seed  naked,  elevated  on  a  stipe, 
after  having  burst  its  caducous  pericarp. 

The  seed  was  formerly  taken  for  a  drape,  until  Brown  detected 
the  eiyor. 

J  Specific  Description. — Flowers  appear  in  April,  and  of  a  pur- 
ple and  yellowish  color.  It  is  puj  down  by  most  botanists  as  pe- 
rennial ;  This,  however  must  be  restricted  to  the  root  The  stem, 
when  fiilly  grown,  is  denominated  woody.  The  whole  plant  is 
very  glabrous ;  leaves  more  than  decompound ;  leaflets  oval^  the 
lower  ones  lobed  and  petioled ;  the  end  ones  three  lobed ;  berries 
dark  blue.  Attains  the  height  of  from  one  to  two  and  a  half  feet 
In  the  North  American  Botany,  by  Eaton  and  Wright,  the  roast- 
ed seeds  are  spoken  of,  as  having  been  used. as  a  substitue  for  cof- 
fee. This  is  also  alluded  to  by  Prof  C.  Lee,  in  the  Journal  cf 
Materia  Medica,  vol  3,  p.  307. 

Habitat. — ^North  America. 

History. — Dr.  King  speaks  of  it  as  a  perennial  plant  growing 
all  over  the  United  States,  in  low,  moist,  rich  grounds,  near  run- 
ning streams,  in  swamps,  and  on  islands  that  have  been  overflow- 
ed with  water.  The  root  is  the  otoly  perennial  part,  as  previously 
stated ;  all  other  parts  of  the  plant  are  annual.  The  Chippeway 
Indians,  on  Lake  Superior,  are  reported  as  using  a  tea  made  of  the 
root,  for  pregnant  females,  for  some  time  previous  to  confinement, 
to  facilitate  the  function  of  parturition.  No  very  complete  analy- 
sis of  this  plant  is  known  to  the  author.  It  is  said  to  be  well  as- 
certained that  in  addition  to  the  usual  constituents  of  vegetable 
substances,  it  contains  a  resinoid  principle,  caulophyllin,  and  an  al- 
kaloid, caulophylla,  both  possessed  of  very  active  medicinal  pro- 
perties. (Prof.  Lee.)  The  root  is  the  officinal  part  Dr.  Lee  ob- 
serves* : — "  The  blue  cohosh  has  been  extensively  used  in  domes- 
tic practice,  as  well  as  by  the  eclectic  school  of  practitioners ;  and 
although  it  has  not  yet  found  a  place  in  scientific  dispensatories 
and  national  pharmacopceias,  yet  its  medicinal  properties  will  enti- 
tle it  to  rank  among  our  indigenous  remedies  as  second  to  few, 
acknowledged  as  offidnaL     Physicians,   as  a  general  rule,   are 

*  Jour.  Mat.  Medica,  voL  3,  p.  306. 
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avd'se  to  iising  an  agent  imtil  it .  has  received  the  appeUnJionT-^ffi- 
cinfitL  Very  few  physicians  are  willing  to  take  hold  of  a  r^Bpdy, 
•until  its  properties  are  ftilly^ confirmed,  and  its  therapeutical. em- 
ployment  Mly  established.  Some  must  elaborate  its  properties, 
and  pioneer  for  the  profession,  by  careftdly  observing  the  therapeu- 
tical effects,  otherwise  new  remedies  would  never  be  adopted  i»to 
our  pharmacopoeias.  The  vegetable  kingdom,  no  doubt,  has  mvxj 
efficient  agents,  whose  prc^)erties  have  never  been  disclosed^  and 
whose  use,  in  subduing  diseases,  is  yet  unknown.  Caulojihyllum 
is  presented  to  the  profession,  not  so  much  in  the  light  of  a  Hew 
remedy,  but  as  one  imperfectly  known,  and  but  little  appreciated 
by  its  members  at  laiga  It  has  merit,  and  claims  for  distinetiDn, 
which  must  bring  it  into  notoriety  and  general  use  in  the  treatment 
of  a  large  nxmabfer  of  diseases." 

The  American  Jou/mal  of  Pharmacy^  vol  36,  jp.  203,  contains  an 
account  of  a  series  of  expisriments  made  with  the  root  of  this  agent^ 
by  Albert  E.  Ebert,  of  Chicago.  The  paper  is  a  very  able  oaie, 
<xx5upying  nearly  seven  pages.  As  a  result  of  these  experiments, 
the  author  arrives  at  the  following  conclusion : — "The  org^c  con- 
stituents of  the  root  of  caulophyllum  thalictroides  are:— 1,  Albu- 
men; 2,  gum;  3,  starch;  4,  phosphoric  acid ;  5,  extractive;  6, 
resin,  soluble  in  alcohol  and  insoluble  in  ether ;  7,  resin,  soluble  in 
alcohol  and  ether;  8,  greenish -yellow  coloring  matter;  &,  a  body 
analc^ous  to  saponin.  The  inoiganic  constituents  are: — salts  of 
potassa,  magnesia,  lime,  iron  and  silicia." 

Caulophyllum  thalictroides,  and  caulophyllin,  the  active  princi- 
ple of  the  root,  are  much  used  by  that  class  of  physicians  called 
•eclectia  If  the  eclectic  physician  has  discovered  a  valuable  reme- 
dy, let  us  have  it  If  he  has  discovered  that  it  has  a  beneficial  ef- 
fect in  certain  diseases,  let  us  use  it,  caring  nothing  by  whom  the. 
discoveries  have  been  mada  John  King,  M.  D.,  has  ftimidbLed  a 
veiy  valuable  work,  called  the  American  Eclectic  Dtspenaatpry, 
fi*om  which  I  propose  to  quote  in  treating  upon  the  thempeutic 
•employment  of  this  remedy.  Something  of  value  may  be  appro- 
priated fixjm  every  system  of  medical  practica 

I  fully  fellowship  the  remarks  of  that  distinguish^  Professor, 
W.  Holmes,  which  may  be  found  in  the  Boston  Medical  a/nd  Sur- 
gicalJoumaly  vol  77,  p.  488 : — "  Medicine,  sometimes  impertinently, 
ofien  ignorantly,  often  carelessly,  called  ^allopathy,'  appropriates 
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everything  fix)m  every  source  that  can  be  of  the  slightest  use. to 
anybody  who  is  ailing  in  any  way,  or  like  to  be  ailing  fix)m  any 
causa  It  learned  fix>m  a  monk  how  to  use  antimony,  &om  a  Jes- 
uit how  to  cure  agues,  from  a  friar  how  to  cut  for  stone,  from  a  sol- 
dier how  to  treat  gout,  from  a  sailor  haw  to  keep  off  scurvy,  from 
a  post-master  how  to  sound  the  eustachian  tube,  frx>m  a  dairy-maid 
how  to  prevent  small-pox,  and  ftom  an  old  market-woman  how. to 
catch  the  itch  insect  It  borrowed  acupuncture  and  the  moxa  from 
the  Japanese  heathen,  and  was  taught  the  use  of  lobelia  by  tlfe 
American  savage.  It  stands  ready  to-day  to  accept  anything  from 
any  theorist,  from  any  empiric  who  can  make  out  a  good  case  for 
this  discovery,  or  his  remedy.  *  Science*  is  one  of  its  bene&ctors, 
but  only  one,  out  of  many."  Dr.  King  states  that  this  plant  is  es- 
sentially an  agent  peculiar  to  eclectics,  not  being  employed  by  any 
other  class  of  practitionera  Perhaps  the  eclectics  resort  to  the  use 
of  this  agent  in  a  greater  variety  of  diseases  than  others,  yet  the 
system  of  allopathy  is  not  willing  to  dispense  with  the  use  of  so 
valuable  an  agent 

Properties. — A  greater  variety  of  medical  properties  has  been 
ascribed  to  this  agent  than  ordinarily  can  be  claimed  by  a  single 
remedy.  It  is  said  to  be  efficient  as  an  enunenagogua  Its  proper- 
ties are  spoken  of  as  antispasmodic,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  antiiel- 
mintic,  tonic,  alterative,  partun&cient,  and  vermifrige.  If  all  these 
properties  are  not  imputed  to  caulophyllum,  the  remainder  will  be 
found  as  properties  of  caulophyllin,  the  active  principle  of  caulo- 
phyllum. 

Employment. — ^From  the  many  valuable  properties  of  this  ar- 
ticle, might  be  inferred  its  use  in  the  treatment  of  a  variety  of  dis- 
casGot 

Bheumatism. — In  domestic  practice  this  plant  has  been  em- 
ployed for  the  cure  of  rheumatism,  and  often  with  apparent  suc- 
cess. It  has  been  used  by  physicians  in  treating  this  malady,  and 
their  testimony  relative  to  its  employment  is  fevorabla  Age  is 
said  to  have  a  decided  influence  in  the  causation  of  this  diseasa — 
Dr.  Flint  remarks  that  it  occurs  rarely  under  the  age  of  fifteen 
years.  He  says  iu  the  great  majority  of  cases,  patients  are  between 
fifteen  and  thirty  years  of  aga  Furthermore,  if  a  person  has  beeu 
free  from  its  attacks  until  the  age  of  tiiirty,  the  liability  of  tiie  dis- 
ease diminishes  afterward,  and  becomes  quite  small  after  fifty. 
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In  relation  to  the  materies  morbi  existing  in  the  blood,  and  giving 
lifie  to  the  disease,  pathologists  mostly  concur.  Admitting  this 
morbid  material  to  be  uric,  or  lactic  acid,  the  remedies  selected  for 
the  treatment  should  have  reference  to  neutralizing,  or  eliminating 
such  materials  from  the  blood.  A. variety  of  remedies  has  been 
recommended  for  this  purpose,  among  which  the  cauiophyllum 
thalictroides  takes  a  conspicuous  standing.  It  is  not  contended 
that  this  agent  possesses  any  specific  properties  for  the  cure  of 
rheumatism,  but  that  it  will  be  found  a  valuable  adjuvant  in  con- 
junction with  other  agencies.  Fuller,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Flint,  con- 
siders the  patient  safe  fix)m  cardiac  disease  when  the  urine  becomes 
alkaline,  and  that  he  continues  safe  so  long  as  this  condition  of  the 
renal  secretions  is  maintained.  *  Fuller  recommends  from  one  to 
two  drams  of  either  the  bicarbonate  of  potassa  or  of  soda,  repeated 
every  four  hours,  to  accomplish  this  result  To  secure  a  still 
greater  diuretic  effect  than  is  produced  by  the  alkaline  treatment, 
the  blue  cohosh  should  be  administered  fi-eely.  The  alkaline  treat- 
ment, as  Dr.  Flint  very  justly  observes : — ^*does  not  preclude  other 
therapeutical  measures,  which  are  to  be  employed  with  reference  to 
the  individual  cases."  Dr.  King  alludes  to  the  use  of  this  remedy 
in  rheumatism.  He  says  that  the  cauiophyllum  has  been  employ- 
ed, in  the  treatment  of  this  malady,  successfully. 

Dr.  Coe,  in  his  work  entitied  Concentrated  Organic  Medicines;  p, 
282,  gives  us  his  testimony  relative  to  the  use  of  caulophyllin  (the 
active  principle  of  the  plant),  in  this  disease,  as  follows : — "  Caulo- 
phyllin is  employed,  in  connection  with  other  remedies,  in  the 
treatment  of  rheumatism,  both  acute  and  chronic,  with  much  bene- 
fit It  is  mildly  diaphoretic  and  diuretic,  hence  appropriate  in  tiiat 
disease  as  an  alterative  and  promoter  of  depuration.  It  is  frequent- 
ly useful  in  allaying  the  spasmodic  pains  accompanying  that  com- 
plaint When  combinations  are  desired,  it  may  be  used  in  connection 
with  asclepin,  gelsemin,  veratrin,  hyoscyamin,  etc.,  in  the  acute 
form,  and  with  macrotin,  sanguinarin,  xanthoxylin,  phytolaccin,  etc., 
in  chronic  casea"  Dr.  Lee  speaks  of  this  remedy  in  the  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  vol  3,  p.  30ft: — "In  rheumatism,  it  has  been 
used  with  much  success,  especially  in  combination  with  small  doses 
of  iodide  of  potash.  Its  operation  in  such  cases  is  very  similar  to 
that  of  the  black  cohosh,  though  some  consider  it  more  reliable." 
Much  more  might  be  added  in  ;'Confirmation  of  the  value  of  this 
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agent,  in  the  treatment  of  rheumatism,  but  sufficient  has  been  ini- 
stanced  to  call  attention  to  its  valuable  properties,  as  a  remedial 
agent  To  the  country  practitioner  this  drug  will  prove  of  essen- 
tial service,  as  it  abounds  in  most  localities.  It  is  administered  in 
the  same  preparations  as  the  cimicihiga. 

Chorea. — This  disease,  says  Dr.  Copland,  was  formerly  called 
the  Dance  of  St  Guy  by  the  French,  and  of  St  Weit  by  the  Ger- 
mans, from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  so  prevalent  in  Swabia, 
and  other  parts  of  Germany,  during  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  cen- 
turies, that  patients  crowded  to  a  chapel  near  Ulm,  dedicated  to 
this  saint,  who  had,  by  the  aid  of  the  priests,  obtained  great  celebri- 
ty in  its  cure.  Sydenham  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  author 
who  accurately  described  this  malady.  His  description  has  been 
copied  with  little  alteration  by  many  authors.  Chorea  occurs  most 
frequently  between  ten  and  fifteen  years  of  age.  It  is  said  to  be  of 
rare  occurrence  under  six  years  of  age.  It  may  occur  at  any  pe- 
riod of  life.  Cases  are  reported  as  having  occurred  at  the  advanc- 
ed age  of  seventy  or  eighty  years.  Dr.  Flint  observes, — "Girls  are 
more  liable  to  it  than  boys,  the  ratio  being  as  three  to  one.**  Cho- 
rea, often,  is  complicated  with  other  diseases,  such  as  chlorosis,  re- 
tention or  suppression  of  the  menses,  anaemia,  hysteria,  rheumatism, 
paralysis,  diseases  of  the  head,  &c.  The  treatment  has  comprised 
a  vast  number  of  remedies  selected  from  the  mineral  and  vege- 
table kingdoms.  Drs.  Phisick  and  Young  made  use  of  the  cimici- 
fuga  racemosa,  and  experienced  decided  advantage  from  it  Dr. 
Copland  says  the  black  cohosh  seems  to  act  more  rapidly  than 
others  in  the  cure  of  the  disease,  and  without  any  sensible  action 
on  the  secreting  fiinctions.  Many  prefer,  however,  the  blue  co- 
hosh, as  the  most  efficient  When  this  affection  is  associated  with 
a  disordered  condition  of  the  system,  such  that  causes  uterine  dis- 
turbances, the  use  of  caulophillum,  in  conjunction  with  many  of 
the  usual  remedies,  will  be  found  advantageous.  When  chorea  is 
complicated  with  rheumatism,  the  blue  cohosh  should  be  used  in 
combination  with  oxide  of  zinc,  alkalies,  &c.  If  purgatives  are  ad- 
ministered, they  should  be  associated  with  this  agent  Dr.  Lee  re- 
marks : — "  In  chorea,  it  produces  striking  effects,  being  decidedly 
anti-spasmodic  and  tonic."  It  may  be  used  in  conjunction  with 
cimicifdga,  with  good  results.  Should  Fowler's  solution  of  arsenic 
be  administered,  by  alternating  it  with  blue  cohosh,  much  less  of 
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the  solutdon  will  be  required  to  perfect  a  cura  The  blue  cohosh 
should  be  continued  for  months  after  the  cure  appears  completed, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  relapse  of  the  disease. 

Dropsy. — ^Dr.  King  remarks  that  the  caulophillum  has  been 
successfully  employed  in  dropsy.  Dr.  Coe  says, — "  In  dropsy  the 
caulophillin  is  mainly  useful  as  a  general  alterative,  gently  stimu- 
lating absorption,  diaphoresis,  an(J  diuresis.  It  also  proves  a  tonic 
to  the  digestive  apparatus,  and  so  becomes  instrumental  in  restor- 
ing the  tone  of  the  system."  There  are  many  foims  of  dropsy, 
and  numerous  causes  which  originate  it.  Dropsy  should  be  re- 
<5arded  in  most  all  instances  as  a  symptom  of  disease.  It  is  found 
associated  with  many  diseases  beyond  the  reach  of  remedies. — 
When  the  disease  can  be  controlled  by  remedial  agents,  of  which 
dropsy  is  a  prominent  symptom,  the. blue  cohosh,  in  conj miction 
with  other  agents,  will  often  be  found  highly  serviceable. 

AMEN0RRH(EA.-Dr.  Copland  says  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of  this 
affection,  that  "  it  is  obvious  that  the  management  of  amenoiThoea 
should  be  based  upon  the  pathological  condition  of  particular  cases  as 
fer  as  it  is  manifested,  and  be  directed  with  reference  to  the  abortive 
efforts  which  may  periodically  occur."  No  single  remedy  can  be 
expected  to  meet  all  the  indications  presented  in  this  malady,  as  it 
frequently  exists  in  complication  with  very  variable  diseases.  Ac- 
tive cathaitics  are  in  many  cases  required,  and  in  conjunction  with 
them  this  agent  will  often  be  found  useful.  It  may  be  given  in 
cases  where  iron,  turpentines,  conium,  aconite,  strychnine,  ergot  of 
rye,  &c.,  are  administered.  Dr.  Coe  observes : — *'  Caulophyllin  is 
.a  remedy  combining  a  number  and  variety  of  therapeutic  proper- 
ties, or  at  least  capable  of  producing  a  change  of  action  in  a  variety 
of  morbid  conditions,  which  change  results  in  the  restoration  of  a 
physiological  condition.  Amenorrhoea,  that  is,  simple  amenor- 
rhoea,  is  succevssfiilly  treated  with  caulophillin.  Three  to  five 
grains  three  times  per  day  will  meet  the  necessities  of  most  cases. — 
When  complications  exist,  suitable  combinations  may  be  fonned 
with  other  of  the  concentrated  medicines.  With  this,  as  with 
many  other  remedies,  we  have  found  alternation  the  most  success- 
ful plan  of  treatment  Thus,  if  there  be  hepatic  aberation,  we  give 
one  of  the  following  powders  twice  or  thrice  a  week :  — 

9.     Podophyllin,      ....         grains  vj. 
Asclepin,    -  .  grains  xij.^ 
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Mix  and  divide  into  six  powders.  These  we  direct  to  be  taken 
at  night,  and  the  caulophillin  three  times  daily.  K  the  case  is  obsti- 
nate, or  has  become  chronic  before  application  is  made  for  treat- 
ment, we  vary  the  prescription.  We  then  combine  the  canlophyl- 
lin  with  senecin,  as  follows : — 

9.     Caulophyllin  and  Senecin,     -         -        aa  3ij. 

Mix  and  divide  into  twenty  powders.  Dose,  one,  three  times 
daily.    We  also  modify  the  combination  of  the  podophyllin,  thus : — 

9.     Podophyllin,  Baptisin,  Asclepin,      aa  grains  x. 

Mix,  and  divide  into  ten  powdera  One  to  be  exhibited  every 
isecond  or  third  night,  same  as  above.  If  much  nervous  derange- 
ment be  present,  the  addition-  of  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  grain 
of  gelsemin  to  each  dose  of  the  caulophyllin  and  senecin  will  an- 
swer an  admirable  purpose. 

In  amenorrhoea  occurring  in  anemic  habits,  we  know  of  no  bet- 
ter general  remedy  than  the  following.  We  have  used  it  in  a 
large  immber  of  cases,  with  complete  success : — 

5^.     Caulophyllin,         .... 

Senecin, aa  3ij. 

Iron  by  Hydrogen,         -         -         -      grains  x. 

Mix,  and  divide  into  twenty  powders.  Give  one,  three  times  per 
-day.  In  many  cases  the  quantity  of  iron  may  be  increased  to  one 
grain  three  times  a  day,  with  decided  advantage.  In  some  cases 
the  phosphate  of  iron  may  be  substituted  for  the  iron  by  hydrogen, 
.and  may,  perhaps,  answer  a  better  purpose.  This  will  be  the  case 
when  there  is  much  tendency  to  wasting  of  the  tissues,  provided 
no  gastric  irritation  be  present.  If  hysteric  symptoms  be  present, 
the  valerianate  of  iron  may  be  used  with  advantage.  Dr.  King 
anakes  mention  of  caulophyllum  as  an  emmenagogue,  and  in  treat- 
ing of  the  properties  of  caulophillin,  in  amenorrhoea,  he  says  it  is 
equal  to,  if  not  surpassing  the  cimicifdgin-  He  remarks,  that  a 
combination  of  equal  pails  of  caulophillin,  cimicifiigin,  and  carbon- 
ate of  ammonia,  will  be  found  especially  valuable  in  this  affectioa 
Dr.  Lee  refers  to  the  use  01  tnis  agent  in  the  thiixi  volume  of  the 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica^  p.  807 : — "  The  following  mixture," 
says  Dr.  Lee,  ^'has  been  given  with  good  results  in  amenorrhoea, 
dysmenorrhoea  and  other  ohi-onic  affections : — 
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.  9.     Fluid  Extract  of  Blue  Cohosh,  -        -        -  5  ij. 

Ergot,     ....  5j. 

"            "         Water  Pepper,         -        -  5j. 

"            "         Savin,     -        -        -        -  Jij. 

M.  Dose,  twenty  to  forty  drops  two  or  three  times  a  day." 
Dysmenorrhcba. — Dr.  Copland  observes  in  treating  upon  this 
subject :  "  This  form  of  uterine  disorder  is  of  frequent  occurence, 
and  is  not  only  productive  of  extreme  suffering,  but  often  of  very 
serious  consequences.  Dr.  Ashwell  remarks  that  it  often  prevents 
conception;  and  if  pregnancy  has  occurred  during  its  continuance, 
there  is  risk  of  abortion.  Although,  in  itself,  it  is  not  a  fatal  mal- 
ady, yet  malignant  diseases  have  followed  its  protracted  existence, 
and  it  is  generally  very  difficult  to  cure.'' 

There  are  compUcations  of  dysmenorrhoea,  among  which,  hys- 
teria  and  disorders  of  the  digestive  organs  are  most  frequent  It 
is  associated  sometimes  with  neuralgia.  The  measures  of  treat- 
ment have  been  various.  Narcotics  have  had  their  share  of  atten- 
tion, and  perhaps  no  single  agent  of  this  class  is  of  more  value 
than  the  datura  stramonium.  Dr.  Coe  says  in  dysmenorrhoea,  the 
caxdophyllin  is  an  admirable  remedy,  both  for  the  relief  of  the 
present  symptoms,  and  for  the  radical  alleviation  of  the  derange- 
ment It  is,  he  says,  a  special  alterative  and  tonic  to  the  uterine 
system,  regulating  and  giving  tone  to  the  functions  of  that  organ. 
He  maintains  that  it  relieves  the  distress  attendant  upon  dysmen- 
orrhoea, and  its  continued  use  during  the  inter-menstrual  period, 
he  avers,  will  prove  a  prophylactic  in  a  large  majority  of  cases. 
When  caulophyllin  is  not  sufficient  of  itself  to  give  relief,  he  com- 
bines it  with  virbumin  and  gelsemin,  as  follows : — 

51.     Caulophyllin  and  viburnin,       -         aa  gi^s.  xx. 

Gelsemin,' grs.  v. 

Mix,  and  divide  into  ten  powders. 

Dose,  one  every  two  hours  until  relieved,  or,  in  severe  cases' 
every  hour.  This  he  deems  as  near  a  specific  as  any  medicine  can 
he,  in  these  cases.  Dr.  King  says  that  the  caulophyllum  has  been 
found  serviceable  in  dysmenorrhoea.  He  also  alludes  to  caulo- 
phyllin as  valuable  in  the  same  affection.  The  most  important 
discoveries  in  medical  science  are  often  accidental,  as  respects  the 
remedies  of  plants  in  particular.     Science  will  adopt  the  medical 
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properties  of  caulophyllum,  though  its  therapeutic  virtues  might 
have  been  discovered,  and  made  manifest  in  the  operation  of  some 
empirical  prescription.  Facts  are  what  we  want  in  medicine,  it 
matters  not  from  whence  they  come  or  by  whom  elaborated. 

Parturifacient. — The  list  of  remedies,  which  induces  or  pro- 
motes labor,  comprises  some  of  the  most  valuable  agents  included 
in  our  pharmacopoeia     The  caulophyllum  and  the  caulophyllin 
are  both  regarded  as  possessing  ecbolic  properties.     Dr.  Coe  ob- 
serves, in  his  work  of  concentrated  organic  medicines,  p.  281 :  "  The 
caulophylhn  has  gained  considerable  repute  as  a  parturifacient,  and 
our  experience  in  its  use  has  fully  confirmed  our  previous  esti- 
mate of  its  utility.     For  quieting  and  harmonizing  the  action  of 
the  uterus,  and  of  the  nervous  system  generally,  reheving  cramps, 
and  other  unpleasant  symptoms,  it  js  a  perfectly  safe  and  a  gener- 
ally successfiil  remedy.     It  is  employed  by  many  as  a  partus  accel- 
erator, and  by  some  preferred  to.  macrotin.     Many  practitioners 
are  of  the  opinion  that  it  acts  more  promptly  upon  the  uterine  sys- 
tem than  the  macrotin."     It  is  considered  by  some  as  an  efficient 
preparatory  parturient     For  this  purpose,  it  is  administered  daily 
for  some  few  weeks  previous  to  parturitioiL     Dr.  Kindleberger,  of 
Springfield,  Ohio,  has  a  paper  published  by  Dr.  King,  p.  315,  on 
the  use  of  caulophyllin  as  a  parturient     He  writes  that  he  has 
used  it  with  much  advantage  in  after  pains  in  menstrual   sup- 
pression, and  in  dysmenoiThoea.     He  closes  his  communication  by 
observing :  "  In  my  opinion  it  far  sui'passes  ergot,  both  in  its  acting 
more  mildly,  and  with  more  certain  results.     It  will,  no  doubt, 
occupy  a  very  elevated  position  among  remedial  agents,  when  it 
becomes  folly  known  to  the  profession."     As  a  parturient,  it  is  said 
to  be  given  in  doses,  of  from  two  to  four  grains,  and  repeated  at 
intervals  of  from  fifteen  to  thirty,  or  sixty  minutes,  after  actual 
labor  has  commenced.     In  one  case  quoted  by    Dr.  K.,  which 
was  reported ;  "  the  labor  had  lasl^  five  days,  the  patient  much 
enfeebled,   and  the  labor  comphcated  with  artificial  pains,  caul- 
ophyllin was  given  in  two  grain  dosas  every  half  hour ;  but  three 
doses  were  given,  labor  having  commenced  soon  after  the  second 
was  taken,  and  terminated  successfully  in  one  hour  and  forty 
minutes  from  the  time  the  first  powder  was  given."    For  the  relief 
of  after  pains,  Dr.  Coe  informs  us  that  the  caulophyllin  will  be 
found  efiicient  in  a  large  number  of  cases.     If  not,  he  says  that  the 
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combination  recommended  for  dysmenorrhoea  will  seldom  faiL 
It  may  be  associated  with  other  suitable  agents,  at  the  option  of  the 
practitioner.  Dr.  Lee  observes,  in  the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica^ 
vol.  3,  p.  807  :  "  I  would  advise  its  (caulophyllum)  trial  as  an  al- 
terative in  chronic  uterine  affections  and  derangement  of  the  men- 
strual fiinctions,  as  well  as  atony  of  the  uterus  causing  tedious 
parturition." 

Dyspepsia. — This  affection  is  denied  a  special  place  in  nosology 
by  most  writers  upon  diagnosis,  clinical  experience,  says  Dr. 
Hartshorne,  calls  for  a  separate  recognition  of  this  as  a  disease, 
complex  as  is  its  pathology,  and  diverse  as  may  be  its  symptoma 
In  relation  to  the  treatment  of  dyspepsia.  Dr.  H.  very  justly  re- 
marks : — "  This  involves  regimen^  as  well  as  medication ;  the  first 
is  the  most  important."  The  late  Prof  N".  Chapman,  when  ti'eat- 
ing  of  this  malady,  observed : — "  If  he  be  intemperate,  he  is  to  be- 
come sober ;  if  he  use  opium  or  tobacco,  he  must  relinquish  it ;  if 
indolent,  he  must  be  awakened  to  enterprise ;  if  luxurious,  he  must 
consent  to  change  his  scheme  of  life  ;  if  studious,  to  abandon  the 
midnight  lamp ;  if  afflicted,  we  must  cheer  him  with  the  light  of 
hope ;  or,  if  this  be  difficult,  give  him  the  great  consolation  of  oc- 
cupation, interest,  employment"  Alteratives  will  frequently  be  of 
service,  associated  with  tonics  and  antacids.  Caulophyllin,  in  most 
cases,  will  prove  a  good  remedy.  In  small  doses,  it  restores  tone 
to  the  digestive  organs,  as  Dr.  Lee  remarks,  while  it  improves  and 
regulates  the  various  secretions.  In  atonic  dyspepsia,  he  avers, 
that  it  may  be  used  with  great  advantage,  though  not  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  other  remedies.  Dr.  Coe  says  caulophyllin  is  an  admirable 
remedy  in  some  forms  of  dyspepsia,  particularly  those  cases  attend- 
ed with  spasmodic  symptoms.  Where  there  is  gastric  irritability, 
and  vomiting  of  the  food,  he  assures  us  that  the  caulophyllin  may 
be  employed  with  advantage  when  more  decided  tonics  would  ag- 
gravate the  symptoma  If  laxatives  are  indicated,  he  would  give 
in  conjunction  with  this  agent,  leptandrin,  or  juglandrin,  or  euony- 
min.  If  flatulence  and  colic  are  associated  with  dyspepsia,  relief 
will  be  afforded  by  administering  caulophyllin  in  combination 
with  dioscorein. 

Should  the  patient  be  chlorotic,  give  the  caulophyllin  in  con- 
junction with  some  of  the  ferruginous  preparations.  The  ferrated 
wine  ot  wild  cherry  might  be  employed  with  it,  to  advantage.     If 
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acidity  of  the  stomach  proves  troublesome,  use  the  nit  of  bismuth 
alternately  with  caulophyllin,  or  the  alkaline  carbonates.  The 
functions  of  kidneys  and  skin  should  be  duly  promoted  and  cor- 
rected. The  caulophyllum  or  caulophyllin,  either,  possess  proper- 
ties admirably  appropriate  for  this  end.  They  may  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  other  diuretics  or  diaphoretics,  at  the  option  of 
the  physician.  No  single  remedy  cap  be  selected,  capable  of  meet- 
ing all  the  indications  in  this  protean  disease;  yet  caulophyllin, 
perhaps,  if  persistently  employed,  would  rank  second  to  no  other 
agent  in  fulfilling  or  accomplishing  such  an  object 

HooPiNG-CouGH. — ^Various  remedies  have,  from  time  to  time, 
been  announced  for  the  cure  of  hooping-cough,  some  of  which  af- 
ford signal  relief.  Belladonna  and  nitric  acid,  if  judiciously  ad- 
ministered, will,  in  most  cases,  give  relief  in  a  few  days.  The 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  January  9,  1868,  has  a 
short  account  relative  to  chesnut  leaves,  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease.  *  Dr.  J.  S.  Unzicker,  of  Cincinnati,  reports  the  use  of  a  de- 
coction of  leaves  of  the  chesnut,  castanea  visca^  in  hooping-cough. 
He  says : — "  I  have  given  it  a  fair  trial  in  about  thirty  cases,  and 
feel  satisfied  in  saying  that  at  last  a  remedy  is  found  to  cope  with 
this  disease.  In  all  of  these  cases  it  gave  decided  "relief  the  first 
two  weeks.  The  cough  is  cut  short,  and  patients  rest  easier  through 
the  nights,  and  the  decline  of  all  symptoms  from  that  time  on  is 
very  rapid.  My  method  of  using  it  is  as  follows  :-take  from 
■  3  iij  to  3  iv  of  the  leaves  to  a  pint  of  water ;  let  it  come  to  a  boil, 
then  pour  the  whole  into  a  tea-pot,  without  straining,  and  let 
them  drink  occasionally — either  cold  or  warm — and  as  much  as 
they  will  through  the  day  and  at  bed  tima  Children,  I  find,  like 
to  drink  it,  even  without  sugar,  which  I  consider  best,  and  have 
that  way  administered  it  to  infants  without  the  least  difficulty." — 
This  notice  is  also  credited  to  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer^ 
and  the  Chicago  Medical  Examiner,  Dr.  Coe  says  that  caulophyl- 
lin has  been  employed  with  much  benefit  in  hooping-cough.  A 
combination  of  caulophyllin  and  the  leaves  of  cantanea  visca.  var. 
americana  might  possibly  afibrd  more  speedy  relief  than  either  ad- 
ministered separately. 

Asthma. — There  are  perhaps  few  diseases,  the  nature  of  which 
has  given  cause  for  more  doubt  and  difference  of  opinion  than 
asthma.     Some  authors  have  made  many  varieties  of  this  disease. 


Bates — On  Cauhphyllum  ThnMctroides,  269 

Souvages  has  eniimerated  as  many  as  eighteen  forms,  or  varieties 
of  asthma.  Dr.  Bree,  who  gave  comprehensive  account  of  this 
malady,  assigns  to  it  four  speciea  Others  have  made  but  two, 
the  dry  and  humid.  Dr.  Copland  adopts  three  varieties;  1st,  the 
nervous  asthma ;  2d,  spasmodic  asthma ;  and  3d,  the  humid.  The 
causes  of  asthma  are  numerous,  and  that  which  provokes  an  at- 
tack in  one  person,  may  have  no  effect  upon  others.  The  author 
has  known  one  or  two  physicians  who  could  not  deal  out  a  portion 
of  ipecacuanha  without  being  attacked  with  severe  paroxysms  of 
asthma.  The  emanations  from  newly-mown  hay  produces,  as 
Dr.  Flint  says,  in  some  persons,  coryza,  bronchitis,  and  asthma, 
and  the  latter  affection  may  never  occur  save  when  produced  by 
this  particular  cause.  Dr.  Flint  very  justly  remarks: — "The 
term  *hay  asthma,'  however,  is  applied  to  cases  occurring  exclu- 
sively during  the  summer  season,  although  the  exciting  cause 
may  not  proceed  from  hay.  We  meet  occasionally  with  persbns 
who  suffer,  for  a  certain  period  during  the  summer  months,  with 
asthma,  associated  with  coryza  and  bronchitis,  and  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  entirely  free  from  the  affection.  Sometimes 
the  annual  visitations  on  successive  years  occur  precisely  on  the  same 
date,  and  the  duration  is  always  about  the  same."  The  author  has  had 
within  a  few  years,  two  or  three  such  cases  of  idiosyncrasy.  It  i3 
said  that  asthma  occurs  more  frequently  in  males  than  in  femalea 
It  is  said  that  asthma  secures,  to  a  certain  extent,  exemption  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  pneumonitis,  but  when  the  latter  oc- 
curs, it  is  apt  to  prove  fatal.  The  treatment  of  asthma  must  be 
somewhat  various  in  order  to  meet  the  various  indications  and 
complications  frequently  associated  with  it 

Dr.  Coe  says  that  caulophyllin  has  been  employed  with  much 
benefit  in  asthma.  He  observes  that  it  operates  well,  in  this  mal- 
ady, in  combination  with  macrotin,  gelsemin,  apocynin,  eta  Va- 
rious agents  may,  advantageously,  be  associated  with  the  caulo- 
phyllum,  or  with  caulophyllin,  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease, 
such  as  lobelia  inflata,  stramonium,  symplocarpus  foetidus,  canna- 
bis, sativa,  cannabis  indica,  and  in  some  instances,  antimony,  at 
the  option  of  the  practitioner. 

Vermifuge. — ^Dr.  Coe,  in  relation  to  this,  observes — "The 
caulophyllin  has  gained  considerable  repute  as  a  vermifuge,  but 
upon  this  point  we  are  not  prepared  to  speak  positively.     Certain 
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it  is,  that  during  its  exhibition  for  odier  disorders,  worms  have 
been  expelled  in  considerable  numbers,  giving  good  grounds  for 
supposing  it  instrumental  in  their  expulsion.  It  is  deserving  of 
further  trial  in  this  respect  ,If  auxiliary,  agents  are  desired,  chelo- 
nin,  apocynin,  santonin,  gelsemin,  eta,  may  be  employed,  accotd* 
iiig  to  the  variety  of  entoza  suspected  of  being  present  As 
the  caulophyllin  is  slightly  astringent,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ad 
minister  a  cathartic  occasionally  during  the  use  of  that  remedy." 

CoNVULsioNa — Dr.  0.  remarks: — "In  all  cases  of  debility, 
spasins  and  convulsions,  arising  from  uterine  derangement,  ner- 
vous irritability,  chorea,  etc.,  occasion  will  be  had  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  caulophyllin,  and  niuch  confidence  may  be  reposed  in 
its  remedial  value." 

Dr.  King  speaks  of  caulophylluin  as  having  been  successfully 
employed  in  cramps,  which  is  nearly  allied  to  convulsions. 

Epilepsy. — This  affection  has  been  noticed  by  all  the  ancient 
writers;  Aretaeus,  however,  gave  the  most  accurate  account  of 
this  malady.  Hereditary  disposition  is  a  frequent  predisposing 
cause.  The  exciting  causes  are  numerous  and  diversified.  Ttis 
disease  is  frequently  complicated  with  other  affections.  Some- 
times it  will  be  found  associated  with  disturbances  of  the  spinal 
cord,  at  other  times  with  disorders  of  the  bowels,  or  biliary  organs, 
or  digestive  organs^  etc.  It  is  not  unfrequently  associated  with 
disorder  of  the  generative  organs,  &c. ;  not  unfrequently  associated 
with  a  solitary  vice — the  Moloch  of  the  rising  generation.  No 
disease  has  been  treated  more  empirically  than  epilepsy.  Dr.  Cop- 
land abserves : — "  One  remedy  after  another  has  been  praised,  tried 
and  abandoned ;  medicines  extolled  by  Galen  and  Hippocrates, 
but  long  since  laid  upon  the  shelf  and  forgotten,  have  been  reviv- 
ed, but  sink  again  into  forgetfulness."  Without  alluding  to  any 
particular  associations,  or  complications,  of  this  disease.  Dr.  TtSng 
says  that  caulophyllum  has  been  successfully  employed  in  epilep- 
sy. In  uncomplicated  cases,  in  which  this  agent  fails  in  effecting 
a  cure,  it  should  be  used  in  conjunction  with  cathartics  and  stra- 
monium. Some  cases  will  respond  favorably  to  a  combination  of 
this  drug  with  cimicifuga,  others  to  the  employment  of  this  reme- 
dy alternated  with  the  hydrocyanate  of  iron.  The  blue  cohosh  in 
some  particular  cases,  administered  in  conjunction  with  digitalis, 
will  be  found  very  serviceabla     The  phosphc^ce  of  zinc,  or  the- 
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valerianate,  will  often  be  found  valuable,  alternated  with  this 
agent  The  ammoniated  copper,  given  in  doses  ot  from  one  to 
three  grains,  will  be  found  a  valuable  adjuvant,  in  conjunction 
with  caulophyllin.  Trousseau's  great  remedy,  in  the  treatment  of 
epilepsy,  was  belladonna,  no  doubt,  but  atropine  and  caulophyllin 
will  be  found  useful  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  if  not  in  com- 
bination,  by  alternation,  Caulophyllin  has  been  recommended  as 
a  general  alterative  remedy  in  all  vitiated  conditions  of  the  system. 
It  is  spoken  of  by  Coe,  as  an  agent  for  modifying  the  action  of 
podc^hyllin,  preventing  griping,  expelling  flatulence,  etc. 

PREPARATIONS. 

A.  .K 

Fluid  Extract,         -        -        Dose,  15  to  40  drops. 

Sc^d  Extract,  -        -        -         "       1  to   5  grains. 
Caulophyllin,  -         -  "      i  to   4       " 

Pills,  -        -  -        -         -         "2  grains  each. 

TINCTURE   OF  BLUE   COHOSH. 

Fluid.  Extract, Bounces. 

Diluted  Alcohol,  -        -         -        -     1  pint 

Dose — Half  to  one  dram. 

INFUSION  OF  BLUE   COHOSH. 

Fluid  Extract, 1  ounce. 

Water, 1  pint 

Dose — Two  to  four  ounces. 

SYRUP  OF  BLUE   COHOSH. 

Fluid  Extract, 2  ounces. 

Syrup, -    .    -  14      " 

Dose — One  to  one  and  a  half  drams. 

GARGLE   OF  BLUE   COHOSH. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Blue  Cohosh,    -        -       .1  ounce. 

"            "         Golden  Seal,          -        -  1       " 
Water, 8      " 

An  eflfectual  wash  for  aphous  sore  mouth  and  throat 
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MIXTURE  OF  BLUE   COHOSH. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Blue  Cohosh,  -        -        2  ounces. 

"  "  Ergot,         .        -        -     1       " 

"  "  Water  Pepper,        -        1       " 

"  Savin,         .        .        .    2      " 

Dose — Twenty  to  forty  drops  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

An  emmenagogue  tincture,  useftil  in  amenorrhoea,  dysmenor- 
rhcea,  and  other  uterine  aflEections. 

9-     Caulophyllin, 12  grains. 

Cimicifiigin, 12     " 

Carbonate  of  Ammonia,  -        -        -        12     " 
Dose — Six  grains.     Valuable  in  the  unhealthy  condition  of  the 
uterus  and  appendages,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  in  epilepsy,  rheu- 
matism, hysteria  and  dropsy. 

9-     Caulophyllin, 10  grains. 

Dioscorein, 8       " 

Dose — Three  to  six  grains  in  bilious  colic  and  flatulenca 

9.     Caulophyllin, 12  grains. 

Podophyllin,         ....  10       " 

Muriate  of  Ammonia,      -         -        -        10       " 
Dose — Three  to  five  grains.     Excellent  in  nephritic  diseases,  ac- 
companied with  pains  of  a  spasmodic  character. 
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ON  THE  ACTION  AND  USES  OF  BELLADONNA. 


BT  DR.  J.  HABLEY,, 


Assistant  Physician^  King^s  CoUege  Hospital. 


[The  following  is  an  ahstract  of  the  second  of  the  Gulstonian  lectures 
delivered  at  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians.] 

Dr.  Harley  administered  physiological  doses,  short  of  toxical  effect,  to 
man,  the  horse,  and  the  dog.  The  method  usually  adopted  was  subcu- 
taneous injection,  and  the  solution  one  of  sulphate  of  atropia.  To  man 
this  was  administered  in  doses  varying  from  xivth  to  ^th  of  a  grain. — 
The  symptoms  were  more  or  less  delayed  and  powerful  aeoordiag  to 
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the  dose,  but  the  sum  of  its  action  seemed  to  be  as  follows : — After  a 
few  minutes  there  was  a  rather  sudden  aooeleration  of  the  pulse  from 
twenty  beats  to  double  its  previous  frequency ;  its  voliuue  and  force 
were  also  augmented;  the  temperature  was  incr«;ased  about  1^  Pahr. 
externally  and  slightly  internally,  and  there  was  heaving  of  the  caro- 
tids, also  giddiness,  heaviness  or  somnolency,  nervous  delirium  and 
startings ;  dryness  of  the  tongue,  palate  and  throat,  with  huskiness  of 
voice ;  a  dry  brown  fur  on  the  tongue,  which  was  usually  moist  at  the 
tip  and  edges ;  gradual  and  increasing  dilatation  of  the  pupils.  In  two  or 
three  hours  the  dryness  of  throat  and  tongue  give?  way,  and  there  is  a 
very  acid  viscid  secretion,  of  a  fishy  odor ;  then  the  pulse  falls,  but 
the  pupils  are  in  their  highest  state  of  dilatation.  There  is  no  effect  on 
the  respiration;  occasional  sighs  and  prolonged  yawns.  Afler  the 
pulse  assumes  its  ordinary  rate  the  giddiness  passes  off,  and  he  seems 
the  same  as  before ;  but  he  feels  languid,  and  there  is  dullness  of  mind 
and  diminution  of  vision.  Headache  during  these  symptoms  or  after- 
wards is  rare  and  exceptional.  Desire  for  food  soon  returns,  but  dur- 
ing the  action  of  the  drug  insalivation  or  deglutition  is  impossible.  The- 
same  accelerating  effect  on  the  pulse  was  observed  on  giving  it  by  the^ 
alimentary  canal,  and  with  succus  belladonnse  there  were  exactly  the 
same  symptoms  only  altered  in  rapidity. 

Conditions  Int^fering  with  its  Action. — 1.  Children  are  remarkably 
insusceptible,  and  occasionally  bear  very  large  doses  before  cerebral 
symptoms  and  dryness  of  throat  are  produced.  But  dilatation  of  pupil' 
occurs  as  rapidly  in  the  young  as  in  the  old.  2.  Among  adults,  some  ■■ 
are  more  susceptible  than  others ;  it  is  doubtful  whether  pregnancy 
does  not  fortify  against  it.  3.  Hxed  caustic  alkalies  decompose  the  ac- 
tive principle,  but  only  afber  a  time ;  if  taken  immediately  on  mixing, 
its  power  is  unaffected. 

Results  of  Action  and  Mode  of  Elimination. — ^The  kidneys  are  very:* 
active  in  its  elimination  from  the  minute  it  enters,  and  in  two,  or  at 
most  three,  hours,  all  is  removed.     This  occurs  at  all  ages  and  in  all 
conditions  of  the  kidney.    It  is  easUy  detected  by  its  action  on  the  pu- 
pilsy  and  its  presence  can  be  easily  proved  if  only  ^  grain  of  sulphate 
of  atropia  has  been  given,  as  the  urine  is  generally  retained;  this  is  use- 
ful in  a  Medico-legal  point  of  view.^    Diuring  the  operation  of  belladon- 
na the  amount  of  urea  excreted  is  increased,  and  the  amount  of  sulphates  < 
and  phosphates  still  more  so,  while  the  chloride  are  usually  diminish- 
ed.   The  urine  is  increased  in  quantity  and  specific  gravity.    There  is 
no  increase  in  the  uric  acid,  but  sometimes  a  diminution.  Hence  it  will 
be  seen  that  it  has  a  very  similar  effect  to  febrile  action,  perhaps  frome 
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the  same  influence  upon  the  sympathetic  system,  to  which  it  is  a  pow- 
erful stimulant ;  but  if  its  action  is  continued  sufficiently  long,  the  vaso- 
motor nerves  are  paralysed,  and  dilatation  of  the  vessels  occurs.  The 
excessive  oxidation  required  to  furnish  the  phosphoric  and  sulphuric 
acids  is  from  the  increased  activity  of  oxidation  in  the  lungs.  It  is  a 
powerful  diuretic,  and  has  the  same  effect  on  the  other  glands,  not  ex- 
cepting the  salivary.  The  drying  of  the  mucous  membrane  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  respiratory  passages,  the  browning  of  the  tongue,  iSsc,  are 
difficult  to  explain.  The  conjunctivsB  are  sometimes  slightly  dry,  often 
injected. 

Therapeutical  Uses. — A  study  of  the  physiological  action  of  belladon- 
na has  led  me  to  regard  tho  plant  in  a  new  light  as  a  curative  agent. — 
First  and  foremost,  it  is  a  direct  and  powerful  stimulant  to  the  sympa- 
thetic nervous  system,  or,  in  other  words,  to  the  heart.  Secondly,  it  is 
a  potent  diuretic.  Thirdly,  by  virtue  of  its  stimulant  action  on  the 
circulation,  it  is  a  means  for  increasing  the  oxidising  processes  within 
the  body.  Its  influence  as  an  anodyne  is  so  Mly  acknowledged,  that  I 
shall  omit  consideration  of  this  action  upon  the  present  occasion. 

First,  as  a  cardiac  stimulant.  It  is  ren^arkable  that  this,  the  primary 
and  essential  operation  of  belladonna,  should  have  been  so  long  neglect- 
ed. This  plant  should  stand  at  the  head  of  all  our  stimulants;  for 
there  is  no  medicine  in  the  whole  materia  medica  which  at  all  approach- 
es belladonna  in  its  simple,  direct,  immediate,  and  powerful  influence 
in  exalting  the  force  and  rapidity  of  the  heart's  action.  In  all  condi- 
tions and  diseases,  therefore,  in  which  there  is  a  depression  of  the  sym- 
pathetic nervous  influence,  such  as  syncope  from  asthenia,  or  shock ;  in 
the  collapse  of  cholera ;  in  failure  of  the  heart's  action  from  chloroform 
or  other  cardiac  paralysers — ^the  subcutaneous  use  of  sulphate  of  atropia, 
in  doses  vjirying  from  the  hundredth  to  the  fortieth  of  a  grain,  is  the 
appropriate  and  most  hopeful  means  of  resuscitation. 

With  a  view  more  of  ascertaining  the  influence  of  belladonna  in  pro- 
gressive failure  of  the  heart's  action  in  inanition,  than  of  hoping  for  a 
permanent  good  result,  I  injected  the  two-hundredth-and-fortieth  of  a 
grain  of  sulphate  of  atropia  into  the  arm  of  an  infant  ten  weeks  old,  at  a 
time  when,  excepting  a  few  beats  now  and  then,  the  pulse  was  imper- 
ceptible at  the  wrist,  and  the  cardiac  systoles  only  80.  Within  four 
minutes,  the  pulse  rose  to  100,  and  each  beat  was  quite  perceptible  at 
the  wrist.  In  eight  minutes,  it  had  •  increased  to  110,  and  was  quite 
regular  and  distinct.  The  stimulant  continued  for  the  next  three  hours  \ 
and  at  the  end  of  this  time  the  pulse  was  100,  of  good  volume,  and  of 
sufficient  force  to  bear  compression  without  obliterati€^.     The  respira- 
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tion  remained  unaltered,  and  the  pupils  dilated  from  one-twelfbh  to  one- 
fleventh  of  an  inch.  The  stimulant  eiTect  upon  the  pulse  continued  to 
within  half  an  hour  of  the  death  of  the  child,  five  hours  and  a  half  after 
the  injection  of  the  atropia. 

As  a  diuretic,  belladonna  may  be  used  in  cases  of  suppression  of 
wine,  whether  accompanied  by  ureemic  symptoms,  or  net.  As  both 
the  sluggish  circulation  and  the  torpid  kidney  are  simultaneously  ar- 
roused  by  the  medicine,  there  is  ground  for  expecting  a  restoration  of 
the  renal  secretion. 

In  acute  nephritis,  we  may  hope  for  beneficial  results  from  the  use  of 
belladonna,  which,  coming  in  contact  with  the  irritated  and  congested 
organ,  will  doubtless  calm  the  nervous  irritation,  and  at  the  same  time 
eontract  the  dilated  blood-vessels.  I  am  at  the  present  time  busily  em- 
ployed in  determining  the  effects  of  its  operation  in  congested  and  in- 
flammatory conditions  of  the  kidney ;  and,  so  far  as  my  experience 
goes,  I  am  led  to  expect  beneficial  results  in  both  states. 

In  chronic  albuminuria,  belladonna,  I  believe,  will  prove  very  ser- 
viceable, provided  that  the  kidney  has  not  passed  into  the  degenerative 
stage  bordering  on  fatty  degeneration.  In  one  case,  Charles  £.,  aged 
35,  who  had  been  under  my  care  for  three  months  for  an  acute  attack 
of  nephritis,  commencing  with  excessive  oedema  of  the  legs,  and  exuda- 
tion of  albumen,  I  administered  a  single  dose  of  atropia  with  the  fol- 
lowing result.  On  the  10th  of  January,  he  had  so  far  improved  under 
the  influence  of  astringent  chalybeates,  and  hydragogue  purgatives,  that 
there  remained  but  slight  pitting  of  the  integuments  over  the  tibia ;  and 
the  urine,  when  boiled  and  heated  with  nitric  acid,  gave  only  a  small 
precipitate  of  albumen— enough,  however,  to  render  the  fluid  complete- 
ly opaque  from  the  presence  of  small  fiocculi  of  albumen.  At  8.30 
p.  m.  on  the  day  above  mentioned,  I  injected  the  forty-eighth  of  a  grain 
of  sulphate  of  atropia  beneath  the  skin ;  and  he  passed  at  the  time  urine 
A.  The  atropia  produced  full  effects ;  and  at  10.30  p.  m.,  when  these 
had  passed  off,  he  voided  urine  b  with  some  difficiQty  and  in  small 
driblets'.  Urine  a  had  a  specific  gravity  of  1022.4,  and  contained  ex- 
actly a  grain  of  albumen  in  1000  grain  measures.  Urine  b  was  of  spe- 
cific gravity  1024.4,  and  contained  only  half  the  quantity  of  albumen 
present  in  urine  a.  Four  days  afterwards,  the  patient  presented  him- 
self at  the  hospital,  and  reported  himself  quite  well.  The  oedema  of 
the  legs  was  entirely  gone.  He  passed  urine  in  the  presci'ibing 
room ;  and  repeated  examination  by  my  clerks  and  myself  showed  that 
iStie  albumen  had  quite  disappeared.  The  patient  has  not  attended 
«ince,  from   ^hioh  I  infer  he  continues  well.    He  had  presented  himself 
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regularlj  at  the  hospital  the  previous  three  months,  and  the  urine  was 
regularly  examined.  The  albumen  was  observed  to  be  slowly  dimin- 
ishing in  quantity,  but  it  never  had  been  absent  from  the  secretion.  It 
appeared,  in  this  case,  that  the  kidneys  had  received  a  sudden  impulse 
to  healthy  action. 

In  another  case,  that  of  John  B.,  aged  25,  who  had  been  under  my 
care  for  two  years  continuously  for  acute,  passing  into  chronic  albumi- 
nuria, the  albumen,  which  had  long  been  stationary,  began  to  decrease 
'  rapidly  in  amount  under  the  influence  of  the  same  treatment. 

The  effect  of  a  powerful  dose  of  atropia  upon  the  kidneys  in  chronic 
albuminuria  is  well  seen  in  the  analysis  before  given.     It  will  be  ob- 
served that  there  was  a  decided  diminution  of  the  albumen  during  the 
operation  of  the  medicine.     The  result  by  the  operation  of  belladonna 
in  these  cases  must  be  accepted  as  the  best  proof  of  the  condition  of  the 
blood-vessels-  generally  during  that  operation.     It  is  quite  clear  that 
there  is  no  impediment  from  contraction  of  the  arteries   on  the  one 
■  hand,  or  from  dilatation  of  the  capillaries  on  the  other,  to  the  flow  of 
blood  through  the  kidney.    On  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  the  vessels  of 
the  gland  are  aroused  by  the  action  of  the  drug  into  a  healthy   state  of 
excitement ;  a  condition  highly  favorable  for  the  nutrition  of  the  organ,, 
and  the  removal  of  chronic  disease.     As  a  means  of  promoting  oxida- 
tion of  the  blood,  belladonna  will  doubtless  prove  of  essential  service 
in  the  uric  and  lactic  acid  diatheses.     I  have  employed  it  in  rheumatic 
fever  with  marked  success.     I  inject  the  fiftieth  or  fortieth  of  a  grain  of 
the  atropia  salt  into  the  integument  over  the  affected  joint,  as  soon  as 
the  first  indication  of  inflammatory  action  arises  in  the  part.     The  ano- 
dyne action  is  so  direct,  speedy,  and  enduring,  that  the  use  of  opium, 
which,  excepting  for  its  anodyne  and  hypnotic  actions,  is  decidedly  ob- 
jectionable in  this  disease,  is  altogether  unnecessary.     The  subcutane- 
ous use  of  atropia  in  other  acute  diseases  is  a  wide  field  for   inquiry, 
and  promises,  as  far  as  my  observations  extend,  to  be  a  most  interest- 
ing and  encouraging  one. — Braithwaite's  Retrospect,  Part  L  VIL^uly, 
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CHEAP    AND    DEBASED   MEDICINES. 


The  following  remarks  by  an  American  contemporary  on  the  discord* 
ant  prices  quoted  by  different  manufacturers  of  fluid  extracts,  suggest 
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considerations  respecting  the  debasement  of  medicines  from  which  the 
English  reader  may  draw  important  practical  conclusions : — 

"  It  is  curious  to  compare  the  prices  current  as  issued  by  the  various 
manufacturers  of  what,  in  contradistinction  to  chemicals,  are  called 
pharmaceuticals.  Take  for  instance,  the  class  of  fluid  extracts ;  one  list 
before  us  quotes  fluid  extract  of  sarsaparilla  (comp.)  at  92.85  per  lb. ; 
another  quotes  the  same  at  $1.25.  One  quotes  fluid  extract  of  buchu 
at  $3«25,  another  the  same  at  $1.25,  and  so  on,  the  prices  varying 
from  twice  to  three  times  as  much  on  one  list  as  another.  Now  a  fluid 
extract,  according"Jto  every  acknowledged  authority,  is  made,  with  a  very 
few  well-known  exceptions,  of  such  strength  that  for  every  troy  ounce 
of  the  drug  there  must  be  just  a  fluid  ounce  of  the  fluid  extract.  This 
is  the  strength  prescribed  by  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  and  that  which 
of  course  forms  the  basis  of  their  employment  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
ease, and  especially  in  making  the  other  preparations  of  the  same  drug. 
Where  a  troy  ounce  of  a  drug  is  used  in  making  a  pint  of  its  syrup,  a 
fluid  ounce  of  its  fluid  extract  added  to  flfleen  fluid  ounces  of  simple 
syrup,  would  be  expected  to  furnish  a  pint  of  syrup  of  corresponding 
strength.  So  simple  and  easy  is  this  method  of  preparing  the  weaker 
liquid  preparations  used  in  medicine,  that  it  is  now  very  much  resorted 
to  by  pharmaceutists  and  physicians,  and  is  recognised  in  several  in- 
stances in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

''What,  then,  is  the  reason  that  fluid  extracts  difler  so  greatly  in 
price  from  diflerent  makers  ?  Is  it  because  some  possess  facilities  for 
making  them  so  much  cheaper  than  others,  or  must  we  look  for  other 
causes  ?  This,  we  think,  can  be  answered  conclusively  thus : — ^Throw- 
ing out  of  view  the  exact  processes  laid  down  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  to 
which  some  manufacturers  conscientiously  adhere,  there  are  only  two 
considerations  which  can  materially  effect  the  economy  of  the  extrac- 
tion of  drugs ;  these  are  the  completeness  of  the  means  of  pressure  and 
of  the  recovery  of  the  excess  of  alcohol  employed.  At  the  present 
enormous  cost  of  alcohol  it  is  essential  that  not  a  drop  should  be  wasted 
to  secure  an  economical  result;  hence,  most  skillful  percolation 
must  be  resorted  to,  connected  with  pressure  for  securing  every  drop 
ot  the  percolate,  and  then  well-adjusted  apparatus  for  distillation  must 
be  used  in  concentrating  the  liquid.  These  requirements  are  met,  per* 
hapS)  by  all  the  leading  manufacturers,  and  yet  this  great  disparity  in 
prices. 

''The  true  reason,  is,  undoubtedly,  that  some  few  manufacturers 
make  these  preparations  of  full  strength,  while  the  majority  wholly  ig* 
nore  the  standards  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  sell  preparations  of  just 


278  The  Journal  of  Materia  Medico. 

such  strength  as  suits  themselves.  We  will  not  ask  whether  this  is  jus- 
tifiable by  professional  ethics,  but  we  put  it  to  the  r<^ader  whether  it  is 
dealing  justly  toward  that  very  large  class  of  purchasers  who  are  led 
by  names,  with  very  little  knowledge  as  to  the  real  merits  of  a  pre- 
paration. If  a  fluid  extract  may  represent  one-fourth  of  the  weight  of 
a  drug,  or  may  be  equal  to  its  own  weight,  according  to  the  whim  of 
the  maker,  what  value  can  it  have  in  any  rational  scheme  of  medicine  ? 
As  to  the  interest  of  the  purchaser,  it  evidently  lies  in  this,  as  in  all 
other  cases,  in  getting  the  best.  If  a  man  will  ignore  the  standards  of 
good  practice  in  his  manipulations,  what  confidence  can  one  have  in  his 
fairness  in  business  transactions?  On  the  other  hand,  inflexible  hon- 
esty in  manufacturing  indicates  a  similar  principle  in  dealing.  We 
should  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  over  these  obvious  points,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  an  invariable  rule  which  may  be  ap- 
plied to  these  price- currents.  When  a  fluid  extract  is  offered  at  a  giv- 
en price,  let  the  buyer  count  up  the  cost  of  the  drug,  remembering  that 
a  pint  will  take  sixteen  troy  ounces  (equal  to  a  commercial  pound  and 
two  ounces),  with  the  menstruum,  almost  always  alcoholic,  and  which 
by  every  process  is  liable  to  some  waste,  and  ihe  sum  of  these  items 
will  be  the  minimum  cost  of  the  preparations.  To  get  at  the  fair  sell- 
ing price,  a  margin  must  be  added  for  fuel  and  labor,  and  a  profit  of 
not  less  than  twenty  per  cent,  to  the  manufacturer.  If  the  price  quoted 
falls  much  below  this,  depend  upon  it,  there  is  a  deficiency  somewhere, 
and  the  appa»'pnt  cheapness  does  not  imply  economy  to  the  purchaser." 
—  Chernut  and  iHruyyut. 


THERMOMETBICAL  OBSERVATIONS  IN  TYPHOID 

FEVER. 


Dr.  Thomson's  observations  (published  in  St.  George^s  Hospital  Be- 
|>orfo,vol.  ii.)  extend  over  a  period  of  three  years,  and  are  made  from  a 
careful  study  of  47  cases.  They  tend  to  confirm  Professor  Wunderlidi's 
researches  on  the  same  subject.  In  typhoid  fever,  a  decrease  of  tem- 
perature is  not  always  a  favorable  sign,  nor  is  a  rapid  fall  symptomatic 
only  of  a  crisis.  As  a  rule,  the  nocturnal  increase  of  temperature  in 
this  form  of  fever  is  very  considerable,  and  amounts  to  two  or  two  and 
a<ha}f  degrees.    Daring  the  latter  Iralf  of  the  first  week,  the  heat  in- 
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creases  day  by  day,  and  varies  between  102°  and  103°  in  the  morning, 
and  104°  or  even  105°  in  the  evening.  These  high  temperatures  are 
quite  sufficient  to  distinguish  ty  phoid  fever  from  tubercular  meningitis,  or 
from  peritonitis,  these  diseases  seldom  showing  much  increase  o\ec  102° 
Fahr.  During  the  second  week,  the  temperature  varies  between  102° 
in  the  morning,  and  103°  and  104°  in  the  evening,  the  oscillations  l)eing 
influenced  by  the  amount  of  diarrroea.  The  thermometer  does  not  en- 
able one  to  say,  by  a  longer  prediction  than  24  or  48  hours,  whether 
the  case  is  likely  to  be  fatal  oc.  not;  but  a  steady  rise  in  the  temperature 
will  often  indicate  the  danger  of  ulceration  of  the  bowels  24  hours 
before  the  intestinal  lesion  is  manifested  by  diarrhoea  an<l  hemorrhage. 
The  mode  of  terniination  of  the  fever  is  characterized  \^^  extraordinary 
oscillations  in  the  temperature  between  morning  and  evening  the  dif- 
ference being  sometimes  as  great  as  nine  degrees.  This  feature  dis- 
tinguishes the  thermograph  of  typhoid  fever  trom  that  of  ahnost  all 
other  diseases.  In  one  case  of  perforation  of  the  bowels,  which  was 
preceded  by  hemorrhage,  the  heat  of  the  body  was  redue43d  from  102° 
to  99°.5,  and  w^as  followed  by  a  ri^e*to  102°. 2,  where  it  remained  lor  48 
hours  before  death,  during  which  period  perforation  took  place. 

The  conclusions  that  the  observations  made  with  the  thermometer  in 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  lead  Dr.  Thomson  to  draw,  are  the  following : 

1.  The  thermometer  points  out  a  distinction  between  typhoid  fever 
and  some  other  diseases  which  often  simulate  it,  viz.,  acute  granular 
kidney,  meningitis,  peritonitis. 

2.  The  t  hermograph  of  typhoid  differs  from  that  of  other  fevers,  and 
especially  in  the  mode  of  favorable  termination. 

3.  An  additional  distinction  between  typhoid  and  typhus  fevers  is 
thus   given. 

4.  It  is  possible,  by  its  use,  to  appreciate  intestinal  lesions  before  they 
are  recognized  by  the  ordinary  symptoms. — Half  Yearly  Abstract 
— Chicago  Medical  Examiner, 


-#-♦* 


THE  CREOSOTE  OF  COMMERCE. 


Although  the  creosote  of  coal-oil  (carbolic  acid)  is  often  employed 
in  pharmacy  as  a  substitue  for  the  creosote  of  beechwood,  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  the  two  products  are  identical.  According  to  the 
Journal  de  Pharmaeie  et  de  Chimit  an  observation  made  by  M,  Rust 
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has  led  to  the  discovery  of  a  reaction  which  permits  of  easily  distin- 
guishing between  the  two  creosotes,  namely,  that  creosote  from  coal 
forms  with  collodion  a  kind  of  jelly,  whilst  beechwood  creosote  pro- 
duces nothing  of  the  kind. 

In  Germany,  a  mixture  of  this  sort  is  frequently  employed  for  tooth- 
Ache,  composed  of  equal  parts  of  collodion  and  creosote ;  it  should  be 
gelatinous.  Occasionally  the  product  refuses  to  gelatinise,  and  this 
happens  in  dealing  with  beechwood  creosote ;  the  collodion  thickens  a 
little  without  losing  fluidity. 

The  following  are  other  reactions  which  serve  to  assist  in  characteriz- 
ing the  two  species  of  creosote : — 

Beechwood  creosote  is  insoluble  in  ammonia,  and  gives  with  excess 
of  weak  potash  a  turbid  solution. 

Creosote  from  coal  is  insoluble  in  ammonia  in  the  cold,  but  dissolves, 
forming  a  clear  solution  upon  application  of  heat.  It  also  gives  a  clear 
solution  with  weak  liquor  potash. 

Lastly,  with  a  neutral  solution  of  perchloride  of  iron,  beechwood  cre- 
osote, dissolved  in  alcohol,  gives  a  green  coloration,  whilst  an  alcoholic 
solution  of  the  coal-oil  is  colored  brown.  With  aqeous  solutions,  on 
the  contrary,  creosote  does  not  change  color,  whilst  coal-tar  creosote 
furnishes  a  blue. —  Chemist  and  Druggist 
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Therapeutics   and    Materia   Medica. 


A  Simple  Treatment  in  Aphonia. — Mrs  R.,  aged  thirty-five;  full 
habit,  but  a  mixed  jaundice  and  waxen  hue,  widow,  lungs  sound,  heart 
ditto,  not  subject  to  colds,  bronchitis,  or  catarrhs,  in  fact  very  seldom 
sick  with  anything.  Two  months  before  presenting  herself  to  me  for 
treatment,  had  inadvertently  sat  a  few  moments  in  a  draft ;  that  night 
felt  some  little  irritation  and  dryness  about  the  fauces  and  throat  gen- 
erally ;  could  not  swallow  except  with  diflficulty,  the  saliva  collecting  in 
the  mouth.  And  when  taking  a  drink  of  water,  or  any  solid  substance 
•especially,  felt  the  impression  a  long  time  afterwards  as  of  a  round  solid 
body  in  the  throat ;  gave  her  great  distress.  All  this  came  on  in  one 
-evening.  The  next  morning  same  symptoms,  and  the  next  morning,  and 
jso  on.     Gradually  there  came  about  a  suppression  of  speech,  which  at 
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last  became  very  marked.  Then  came  all  the  wise  treatment  of  the 
"  old  woman ;"  then,  in  natural  succession,  all  the  famous  tar  preparations 
and  throat  {sure  cvres  ?)  generally,  from  all  the  learned  "professors," 
and  then,  as  a  dernier  resort,  she  consulted  a  physician.  I  chanced  to  be 
the  individual.  On  examining  the  throat  with  a  larynyoscopic  mirror, 
I  found  everything  normal  except  that  the  walls  of  the  throat  were  flao- 
dd,  almost  j/?a6%,  were  as  white  (and  whiter  than)  as  washed  beef;  that 
the  vocal  cords  were  relaxed  and  vibrated  but  little  under  the  most 
powerful  expiration.  Diagnosing  the  same  as  aphonia,  from  paralysis — 
partial  at  least — of  the  laryngeal  muscles — I  directed  external  friction, 

and  then  with  a  wash  of  tinct.  ginger  and  tannic  acid,  brushed  out  the 
throat  violently.  There  was  some  response  to  this,  a  reddening  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  and  a  stiffening  up  of  the  vocal  cords.  She  visited 
me  again,  and  I  performed  the  same  manipulation  on  the  throat.  Direct- 
ed her  to  imitate  me  as  1  uttered,  with  a  loud  expiration,  the  vowels  a, 
OfUyfl  and  ordered,  to-wit :  5  potass,  chlor.  sacch.  aa  3  i.  Powder 
separately  and  mix :  a  pinch  of  the  powder  slowly  dissolved  in  the 
mouth  and  swallowed  four  times  a  day. 

One  week  after  this  Mrs.  R.  presented  herself  and  could  say,  "  good 
morning,  doctor,"  very  well.  Continued  potass,  and  sugar.  She  again 
presented  herself  speaking  very  well.  To-day  she  speaks  as  loud  as  I 
can.  Time  of  treatment  three  weeks.  Saw  patient  three  times. — N'ew 
Orleans  Jour,  of  Medicine. — Nashville  Jour,  of  Med,  and  Surgery. 

Raspberry  Syrup  a  Vehicle  for  Permanganate  op  Potassa. — The 
Galveston  Medical  Journal  calls  attention  to  an  article  in  the  Pacific  Med, 
and  Surg.  Journal,  by  Dr.  C.  M.  Fenn,  on  the  employment  of  permanganate 
of  potassa  in  acute  rheumatism.  Dr.  F.  gives  three  cases  of  speedy  cure. 
He  administered  one-half  grain  of  permanganate  three  times  a  day.  Marked 
abatement  of  symptoms  rapidly  set  in.  Raspberry  syrup  is  a  good  menstru- 
um, as  it  disguises  the  samewhat  nauseous  taste  of  the  medicine  completely. 

Constipation  in  Females. — ^To  overcome  the  constipation  so  common 
in  females,  Dr.  Thompson,  of  New  York,  has  great  confidence  in  belladonna, 
in  combination  with  nux  vomica  and  colocynth.  He  says,  ^^  To  secure  a  nat- 
ural action  of  the  bowels  with  slight  catharsis,  after  prolonged  inaction,  I 
have  been  accustomed  to  prescribe,  at  night,  one  pill,  compounded  of  ext. 
belladonna  gr.  \,  ext.  nucis  vom.  gr.  ss.,  ext.  colocynth  comp.  gr.  iij.  In  a 
few  cases  a  second  pill  in  the  morning  is  necessary  at  first  to  overcome  the 
old  habit,  but  one  soon  becomes  enough,  <uid  I  have  tried  it  now  on  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  patients  who  have  long  resorted  to  other  means  ineffectu- 
ally, to  make  me  confident  of  its  benefits." — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 
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Cures  for  Itch. — Dr.  Le  Cceur  recommends  the  cure  of  itch  by  the  pleas- 
ant application  of  aromatic  vinegar.  He  has  for  years  employed  this  simple 
economic  remedy  with  constant  success.  The  vinegar  should  be  rubbed  in 
with  a  roughish  sponge.  Four  or  five  frictions  generally  effect  a  cure.  A 
warm  bath  will  remove  any  erythema  which  may  arise.  The  Prussian  mili- 
tary authorities  euro  the  itch  by  smearing  the  parts  with  a  mixture  of  two 
parts  of  liquid  storax  with  one  part  of  sweet  oil.  The  cure  is  said  to  be 
complete  in  twenty-four  hours.  Either  of  the  above,  if  successful,  is  far 
more  pleasant  than  the  usual  sulphur  treatment  now  in  common  use. — Drug- 
gists Circular. 

Asthma. — Dr.  Begbie  reports  of  having  cured  two  cases  of  asthma  of  long 
standing,  where  the  patients  had  renounced  all  hope  of  benefit  from  drugs, 
by  the  use  of  bromide  of  potassium  in  full  doses  night  and  morning. — Hem- 
'bold's  Medical  Archives, 

Acne. — There  seems  good  reason  to  doubt  the  benefit  of  much  internal 
medicine  in  such  cases.  Acne  is  a  purely  local  disease,  and  must  be  met 
with  local  remedies.  Hebra,  whose  experience  in  skin  diseases  transcends 
that  of  any  living  man,  recommends  thorough  washing  and  rubbing  with 
'Miy  good  soap  every  night,  or  every  other  night,  and  then  the  application  of 
the  following  salve:  3>  L&c.  sulph.  potass,  carbonat.,  glycerrh.,  aq.  lauro- 
cer„  spir.  vin.  gaL  oa  3  ij.  This  should  be  left  on  all  night,  and  washed  off 
in  the  morning,  without  the  use  of  soap.  This  salve  causes  a  slight  pityrias- 
is rubra,  which  quickly  disappears  on  intermittmg  its  use. — ffautkrankheait- 
en,  8,  518. 

Corrosive  sublimate,  in  cologne  water  (gr.  j.  to  |  j.),  iodide  of  sulph.,  io- 
dide of  mercury,  and  vapor  baths,  might  also  be  suggested.  One  of  the  old 
surgeons  recommends  what  perhaps  would  be  a  more  agreeable  remedy — 
matrimonium  curat  Daras.  It  does  not  Beem  often  to  be  the  case. — Med.  and 
Surg.  JReporter, 

We  have  recently  used  the  formula  above  suggested  with  very  decided 
benefit  in  an  obstinate  case  of  acne  of  some  fifteen  years  duration.  It  is  our 
experience,  however,  that  the  disease  is  much  more  amenable  to  treatment 
when  the  local  applications  are  used  in  conjunction  with  judicious  constitu- 
tional measures.  Although  a  'purely  local  disease,^'  we  have  found  it  much 
more  "obstinate^' when  met  with,  some  constitutional  dyscrasia.  We  have 
foimd  tonics,  *^good  diet,*'  and  hygenic  measures,  valuable  accessions. — Med- 
ical Archives 

We  are  among  those  who  never  could  benefit  acne.  We  know  a  few  cases 
the  cure  of  which  would  make  a  doctor  rich. — Editor  Nashville  Journal. 

Treatment  of  Ascarides. — Three  correspondents  write  to  the  Lancet  as 
follows,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  as  to  the  best  treatment  for  ascarides.  (Quot- 
ed by  the  Medical  Gazette,  New  York.) 
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1. — ^First,  empty  the  intestiiie  as  thoroughly  as  possible  by  injecting  with 
wann  soap  and  water,  then  (supposing  the  patient  to  be  a  child  five  or  edx 
years  of  age)  throw  into  the  bowel  two  drachms  of  tincture  of  iron  dissolved 
in  two  or  three  ounces  of  very  strong  infusion  of  quassia,  and  repeat  it  at  in- 
tervals of  two  days  if  necessary.  The  state  of  the  general  health  must  be 
improved,  and  the  vitiated  mucous  secretion  of  the  intestine,  in  which  the 
worms  burrow,  be  dislodged  by  a  few  grains  of  calomel  at  bedtime,  followed 
by  a  dose  of  salts  in  the  morning.  Afterwards,  tonics,  as  the  syrup  of  the 
phosphate  of  quinia,  strychnia,  and  iron,  will  most  likely  be  required. 

2. — Tincture  of  perchloride  of  iron  ^B.  P.  1867,)  ^\q  drachms ;  infusion  of 
quassia,  fifteen  and  a  half  ounces ;  mix :  two  tablespoonfuls  to  be  taken  three 
.  times  a  day.  Two  drachms  of  tincture  of  perchloride  of  iron,  to  be  used  as 
an  injection  in  half  a  pint  of  thin  starch  every  third  night. 

3. — The  most  prompt  and  effectual  is  the  best  olive  oil,  one  tablespoonftil 
at  bedtime,  with  jalap  powder  and  scammony  in  the  morning ;  doses  accord- 
ing to  age.  I  have  treated  many  cases  in  this  way,  and  have  never  known 
it  to  fail.  The  dose  given  twice  a  week  will  be  quite  sufficient. — Buffalo 
Medical  and  Surgical  Jowrnal, 

Sulphate  of  Manganese  in  Chobea. — Dr.  Hammond  (N.  Y.  Med,  Gob,) 
mentions  two  cases  of  chorea  treated  by  him  with  this  remedy  after  other 
treatment  had  failed.  One  was  a  girl,  14  years  old,  who  took  five  grains 
three  times  a  day ;  the  other  a  boy  of  15,  who  used  iodinized  cod-oil  in  ad- 
dition. In  the  girl,  iron  had  disturbed  the  head  and  stomach.  The  thera- 
peutic action  of  the  two  articles  is  said  to  be  analogous,  as  they  both  exist 
in  the  blood,  which  contains,  in  an  adult,  16  grains  of  iron,  and  10*5  of  man- 
ganese.— Boston  Med,  and  Surg,  Jour, 

A  New  Akodtne. — Dr.  A.  H.  Gallatin,  of  this  city,  communicates  the 
following :  Having  a  case  where  tiie  oxide  of  zinc  and  the  bromide  of  po- 
tassium had  failed  in  producing  sleep,  and  where  tl'e  cerebral  symptoms  pre- 
vented the  exhibition  of  any  preparation  of  opium,  I  thought  of  trying  a 
combination  of  codeia,  ipecacuanha,  and  sulphate  of  potash,  in  imitation  of 
pulv.  Doveri.  The  result  satisfied  my  theoretical  expectations.  Morphia, 
codeia,  and  perhaps  other  alkaloid  extractions  of  v>pium  are  now  universally 
used,  when  the  narcotic  without  the  stimulating  effects  are  to  be  produced. 
By  combining  these  principles  with  ipecacuanha,  I  think  I  have  provided  a 
mixture  which  may  be  given  in  cases  where  it  would  not  be  judicious  to  use 
pulv.  Doveri. 

Several  members  of  the  faculty  are  at  present  trying  this  mixture  in  their 
practice,  at  my  suggestion.  I  hope  soon  to  give  an  account  of  the  result. — 
New  York  Medical  Record, 

-ExcBssivB  Lactation  AND  Treatii:ent. — ^Professor  Graily  Hewitt,  of  Lon- 
don, speaks  very  truly,  when  he  states  that  the  process  of  lactation  consti- 
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tutes  a  great  drain  on  the  system  of  the  mother.  This  long-continued  supply 
of  nourishment  to  the  infant  is  productive  of  very  injurious  effects  on  the 
body  and  mind,  when  the  mother  is  without  a  good  constitution  and  health. 

The  presence  of  an  aehing  pain  of  the  back  is  one  of  the  most  constant 
symptoms ;  pain  is  also  felt  across  the  shoulders,  and  on  the  top  of  the  head 
and  forehead.  Sleep  is  a  marked  symptom ;  the  patient  will  often  be  awak- 
ened by  frightful  dreams. 

The  Treatment. — The  first  indication  is  to  wean  the  infant.    The  mother 

can  pretty  safely,  for  the  child,  wean  it  at  the  age  of  six  weeks  or  two 

months. 
To  procure  sleep  is  the  next  important  indication.    One  or  two  grains  of 

opium  may  be  given  at  bed-time.     Opium  is  relied  upon  when,  puerperal 

mania  actually  comes. 

The  diet  should  be  of  the  most  nourishing  and  easily  digested  variety ; 
eggs,  milk  and  beef  tea,  and  meat  two  or  three  times  a  day  if  it  can  be 
borne.    Large  quantities  of  stimulants  are  often  required. 

He  concludes  that  in  all  cases,  whether  there  be  mental  alienation  or  not, 
tonics — ^iron,  quinine,  or  bark — are  indicated. — N.   Y.  Med.  Recm'd. 


HEMORRHOIDS. — The  following  local  application  is  valued  highly  by  Dr. 
A.  E.  Hull,  of  New  York,  in  this  affection. 

B.  Manna,  |  iij.  Dissolve  in  boiling  water,  q.  s.,  so  that  it  will  be  about 
the  consistence  of  thick  cream  upon  cooling ;  add  sulphur,  3  iss,  to  this, 
previously  triturated  in  a  mortar  with  mercury,  q,  s.,  to  give  the  sulphur  the 
color  of  gunpowder.  The  manna  should  be  mixed  with  the  sulphur;  add 
rhei  pulvis,  q.  s.,  to  make  mass,  and  divide  into  balls  about  the  size  of  rifle 
bullets.  Set  away  to  harden,  after  being  rolled  in  rhei  pulvis.  One  of  the 
balls,  dipped  in  olive  oil,  may  be  introduced  up  the  rectum  every  night,  or 
every  other  night,  as  the  case  may  be. — Drug  Gir,  and  Ghem.  Gazette, 

Instantaneous  Hair  Dye. — 

5 .  Argenti  nitr parts    5 

Plumbi  acet "        1 

Aqua  distil "     100 

Aq.  Colonensis "        1 

— Ide/nh, 


Nux  Vomica  in  the  Dyspepsia  op  Hypochondriacs. — En  Fait  de 
Therapeutique, — There  are,  as  always,  one  or  two  items  or  suggestions  worthy 
of  being  placed  in  the  budget.  Prof.  Trastour,  of  Nantes,  has  occasion  to 
highly  praise  the  employment  of  nux  vomica  in  all  forms  of  atonic  dysp^ 
sia,  and  especially  as  a  relief  for  the  painful  digestions  so  common  among 
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the  hypochondriacs.  His  theory  is  based  upon  the  two  facts,  that  nux  yom- 
ica  stimulates  and  regulates  the  activity  of  the  spinal  cord,  especially  in 
regard  to  its  reflex  action,  and  that  the  integrity  of  ihe  functions  of  the 
grand  sympathetic  is  subordinated  to  the  regular  accomplishment  of  the 
functions  of  this  part  of  the  nervous  system. 
The  following  is  a  useful  formula : — 

5 .  Pulv.-nux  vom.  1 — 4  grammes. 
Pulv.  cassise  ligneae  2        " 
Carb.  calc.  or  carb.  mag.  2  grammes. 
M.— ft.  pulv.  20. 
One  powder  at  the  beginning  of  each  meal,  in  unfermented  bread. 
M.  Trastour,  like  many  of  his  confreres,  prefers  nux  vomica  to  the  salts  of 
strychnine,  both  on  account  of  its  iimocuousness  and  its  efficacy  in  dyspep- 
sias.— Medi  Record, 

Tobacco  a  Cause  of  Bald  Heads  and  Gray  Hair. — ^It  is  stated  by 
Dr.  D.  B.  Hoffman  (Pacific  Med,  and  Surg.  Journal),  that  a  great  proportion 
of  the  young  men  of  California  have  gray  hair,  and  are  bald  headed,  which 
is  not  the  case  with  females.  He  attributes  this  to  the  excessive  use  of 
tobacco.  To  support  this  view  he  mentions  the  case  of  one  of  his  own 
patients,  under  forty  years  of  age,  who  had  used  tobacco  to  excess,  and  had 
l)een  bald  headed  and  gray  haired  for  five  or  six  years.  The  use  of  tobacco 
was  abandoned ;  his  whole  head  became  covered  with  a  luxuriant  growth 
of  fine  black  hair. — Idem. 


»  •  ^  •  I 
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BY  T.   C.   MILLBE,   M.   D. 


IN  ATONIC  METRORRHAGIA. 

Fluid  Extr.  SabinsB 2  drains. 

**        "      Calisaya  Bark 1  ounce. 

Aq.  Cinnam 6  ounces. 

Syr.  Cinnam 1  ounce. 

S.     Every  two  hours  one  tablespoonful. 

POTIS  ANTIPHLOGISTICA. 

SodseNitr 2  drams. 

Tinct.  Gelseminii 2  drams. 

Dist.  Water 7  ounces. 

Pulv.  Gum  Arab 1  ounce. 

8.     One  tablespoonful  every  hour. 
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Sodae  Nitr 2  drams. 

Tinct.  Veratri  Viridis 3  drams. 

Water 7  ounces. 

Puly.  Acacise 1  ounce. 

S.    As  above. 

APHONIA. 

Fluid  Extr.  Xanthoxylli s 1  dram. 

"        "      Zingerb 2  drams. 

S.    A  small  teaspoonful  three  thaes  daily. 

IK    ACUTB  KBTBOBBHAGIA. 

Fluid  Extr.  Ergotae 1  dram. 

Aq. i 4  ounces. 

Gum  Arab 1  dram. 

S.  Extr.  Cannabis  Ind 2  grains. 

Syr.  Sachari 1  ounce. 

S.    Every  half  hour  one  tablespoonful. 

IN  CBAMPS,   SPASMS,   HYSTERIA,   ETC. 

Fluid  Extr.  Valerianae, 

"        "      Viburni  Opuli, ana  1  dram: 

"        "      Opium 2  scruples. 

S.    Three  times  daily  fifteen  to  twenty-five  drops. 

Fluid  Extr.  Valerianae : 1  ounce. 

Camphora  (dissolve) 1  scruple. 

S.     Four  times  daily,  thirty  to  forty  drops. 

Fluid  Extr.  Valerianae 
"        "      Ipecac 

"      Opium  Deodorized ana  3  drams. 

S.    Three  times  daily,  twenty  drops. 

Fluid  Extr.  Valerianae 

"        "      Scutellariae ana  i  ounce. 

Sulph.  Ether 1  dram. 

S.     Prom  twenty  to  forty  drops  five  times  daily. 

Fluid  Extr.  Cypripedium 

"        "      Valerianae ana  \  oimce. 

Acetic  Ether 1  dram. 

^S.     From  twenty  to  forty  drops. 

Fluid  Extr.Cimicifuga 

"        u     Valerianae ana  \  ounce. 

S.    From  twenty  to  forty  drops  ^y%  times  daily. 
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Fluid  Extr.  Valerianae 1  ounce. 

"        "      Gelseminii ;   2  drams. 

S.    From  twenty  to  forty  drops  four  times  daily. 

Fluid  Extr.  Caulophylli 

"        "      ValeriansB ana  \  ounce. 

S.    From  twenty  to  forty  drops  five  times  daily. 

Fluid  Extr.  Yalerianse 1  ounce. 

"        "       Veratri   Viridie. 1  scruple. 

S.    From  twenty  to  forty  drops  four  times  daily. 

'    IN  NBUBALOIA,  fiSVSBB  HBADACHB. 

Tinct.  Stramonii ^ 1  scruple. 

"      Gelseminii 2  drams. 

S.    Three  times  daily  twenty  to  thirty  drops. 

HBTBOBRHAOIA. 

Vin.  Opii 

Fluid  Extr.  Ergotae ana  1  dram. 

**        "      Cinnam 2  drams. 

S.    Every  hour  ten  to  twenty  drops. 

Fluid  Extr.  Trillium - 3  drams. 

"        "      Cinnam 2  drams. 

S.     Every  hour  twenty  to  thirty  drops. 

Fluid  Extr.  Opii — . .         1  dram. 

"        "      Cinnam. 

Elixir  Vetr '. .    ana  2  drams. 

S.    Every  two  hours  twenty  to  tw^enty-five  drops. 

Fluid  Extr.  Ergotae. . .   : 1  dram. 

Aq.  Cinnam 4  ounces. 

Syr.  Cinnam 1  ounce. 

S;    Every  half  hour  one  tablespoonfiil. 

Olei  Cinnam 15  gtt. 

Fluid  Extr.  Cinnam .' i^  dram. 

Syr.  Cinnam J^  dram. 

S.    Every  one-fourth  or   one-half  hour  five  to  ten  drops  in  sugar 
and  water.     Shake  well  before  taking  it. 

m  IBBITATION  OF  THE  LUNGS,   WITH  PBEDISPOSITION  TO  PHTHISIS. 

Sodse  Phosph. 

Fluid  Extr.  Licopi  Virg 2  drams. 

"        "     Pruni  Virg 6  ounces. 

Syr.  Prunii  Virg 1  ounce. 

S.    Every  twa  hours  one  teaspoonfiil. 
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TnHotiul. 


PHYSICIAN'S  DIARY. 


Yielding  to  the  importunities  of  many  physicians,  to  combine 
our  "  Dose  List"  with  a  physician's  diary  for  1869,  we  have  con- 
cluded to  issue  an  edition  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  publisher,  and  will  be  ready  for  delivery  early  in 
November. 


-♦^ 


Almanac  for  1869,-70. 
Phases  of  the  Moon. 
Table  of  Signs. 

List  of  TiLDEN  &  Go's.,  Medicines,  with  Doses,  and  Formu- 
la for  reducing  the  Fluid  Extracts  to  Tinctures  and 
Syrups. 
Marshall  Hall's  Eeady  Method  in  Asphyxia. 
Poisons  and  their  Antidotes. 
Abbreviations  used  in  Prescriptions. 
Medicioal  Weights  and  Measures. 
Normal  Human  Weights  and  Measurements. 
Pulse  at  Various  Ages. 

Thermometer,  Its  Uses  in  Diagnosing  and  Prognosing  Diseases. 
Table  of  Incompatibles. 

Visiting  Kecord,  .        .        .        .        104  pages. 

Obstetrical,     "  ...  16 

Vaccination,  "  .        .        .        .  8 

Nurses'  Address,  •        -        -  2 

Eecord  of  Deaths,        .        .        -        .  8 

Cash  Eec'd  and  Paid,        -        .        -  16 

List  of  ThiDgs  Lent,      ....  2 

Mem.  for  each  Month,      ...  24 

General  Memoranda,     -        -        -        -        12 
In  order  to  determine  how  large  an  edition  to  print,  we  wish 

Physicians,  who  desire  it,  would  forward  their  orders  at  once,  and 

they  shall  be  served  in  turn. 
Price,  One  Dollar,  including  postage. 


T  H  E 
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UATEBIA  MEDIOA,  FHABMAGT  AND  OHEMISTBY. 


7 A  ym    '  0CT03EE.,  isas.  ora  lo. 


NABTHEX   FERULA.  (Linn.) 

"  ASSAFOETIDA.  (Falconer.) 


{Assa/oetida.) 


BT  JOSEPH  BATES,  M.  D, 


Natubal  Order,   Umbelliferce. 

In  the  Linn.  Syst  this  plant  will  be  found  in  class  Pentandria, 
and  in  order  Trigynia,  Some  place  ifc  in  order  Digynia^  wMcl 
appears  from  its  botanic  character  to  be  correct  '     -  ■ 

Description. — Umbelliferous,  root  tapering,  fleshy,  from  12  to 

15  inches  in  lengthy  about  3 inches  in  diameter  at  the  top;  the 

summit,  above  the  soil,  being  invested  with  dark,  coarse,  hair-like 

protection  ;  dark  and  transversely  corrugated  externally,  internally 

"white,  and  abonnding  in  a  white,  milky,  opaqne,  foetid  juice. 
19 
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Leaves  radical,  numerous,  spreading,  shining,  coriaceous,  deep- 
green,  18  inches  in  length,  3-parted,  bi-pinnate,  lobes  oblong,  lan- 
ceolate, decurrent  Stem  leafless,  erect,  herbaceous,  6  to  9  feet 
high,  terminating  in  compound  umbels,  without  involucres.  Flow- 
ers pale  yellow,  calyx  adherent,  petals  oblique,  acute ;  styles  two, 
filiform,  reflex ed ;  fruit  oval,  thin,  and  reddish  brown. 

Habitat. — Persia,  Afghanistan,  and  the  adjacent  countriea 

Assafoetida  is  the  concrete  juice,  obtained  from  the  root  of  Nar- 

thex  ferula.     Incisions  are  made  in  the  upper  part  of  the  root, 

from  which  the  juice  is  scraped  and  collected.     The  amount  ot 

assafoetida  procured  from  a  single  root  varies  from  a  few  ounces  to 

two  pounds,  according  to  the  siza 
Commerce. — Assafoetida  is  exported  from  the  Persian  Gulf,  or 

conveyed  principally  by  the  way  of  the  Indus  to  Bombay,  whence 

it  is  sent  to  Europe. 

History. — The  name  of  this  drug  is  said  to  have  been  imposed 
by  the  school  of  Salemum,  but,  as  Dr.  Stills  observes,  was  no 
doubt  originally  derived  from  the  Persian  asa  or  assa^  which  sig- 
nifies gum.  It  has  been  known  by  several  names,  such  as  ands- 
judaen,  the  stinking  healer,  hingisch,  laser,  laser-pitium,  silphium, 
hing  cyrenaicus  succus,  hindisch,  devil's  dung,  &c.  Silphion  of 
the  Greeks,  and  laser  of  the  Latin  authors,  have  been  supposed  to 
designate  this  agent  by  some,  and  doubted  by  others.  Dr.  Stills 
observes  that,  "  in  Persia  it  is  used  as  a  condiment,  either  mixed 
with  the  food  or  rubbed  upon  the  vessel  in  which  the  latter  is  con- 
tained. It  is  regarded  as  useftd  in  correcting  the  flatulence  to 
which  the  Orientals,  as  great  vegetable  eaters,  are  subject  These 
people  employ  it  also  as  an  application  to  wounds,  and  believe  it 
to  possess  aphrodisiac  virtues.  Acosta  relates  that  it  is  used  in  the 
East  to  relieve  horses  of  wind  confined  in  the  bowels,  and  also 
that  it  is  thought  to  appease  the  toothache  when  introduced  into  a 
carious  cavity." 

Adulterations. — Pereira  remarks :  "  Assafoetida  is  frequently 
more  or  less  mixed,  intentionally  or  otherwise,  witli  impurities, 
such  as  sand,  stones,  &c.  A  recent  observer  says  that  commercial 
assafoetida  from  Candahar  is  always  adulterated,  the  common  adul- 
terants being  wheat  or  barley  flour,  or  powdered  gypsum,  to  the 
extent  of  one-fifth  to  one-third." 

Properties  and  Action.— Dr.  Waring,  in  speaking  upon  this 
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subject,  observes :  "  Stimulant,  anti-spasmodic,  expectorant,  and 
anthelmintic.  It  is  the  most  active  and  powerful  of  all  the  foetid 
guma  When  taken  internally,  it  is  absorbed  into  the  system,  andf 
communicates  its  odor  to  thfe  urine,  milk,  and  perspiration.  It, 
may  also  be  detected  in  the  breatk  The  Arabians  place  it  among 
their  aphrodisiacs,  and  throughout  the  East  it  is  considered  to  h^ 
of  so  stimulating  a  nature  that  if  administered  to  a  pregnant  wo- 
man, it  will  cause  the  death  of  the  foetus.  Eecent  observations  in 
Europe  partially  support  this  opinion.  Lombard,  however,  regaroa- 
it  as  a  sedative ;  he  found  it  to  diminish  and  render  more  regular  the 
movements  of  the  heart,  and  produce  a  state  of  tranquility  not 
■easily  excited."  Prof.  Jorg  experimented  with  this  drug  on  males 
and  females,  and  according  to  his  observations,  the  urino-genital 
apparatus  appeared  to  be  specifically  aflfected ;  in  the  males  there 
was  an  increase  of  the  venereal  feelings,  and  in  the  females  the 
-catamenial  discharge  appeared  before  its  usual  period,  and  uterine 
pain  was  experienced.  The  dose  did  not  exceed  20  grains  in  any 
one  case.  The  beneficial  effects  of  this  agent  in  convulsive  and 
spasmodic  diseases  is  past  a  doubt. 

Theeapeutics. — Hysteria. — Few  remedies  (says  Dr.  Pereira) 
have  acquired  such  celebrity  in  hysteria  as  assafoetida.  Dr.  P* 
quotes  Cullen,  as  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of  its  use,  and  he 
(P.)  believes  the  experience  of  most  practitioners  corroborates  this 
opinion  of  its  virtues.  When  the  circulation  is  very  languid, 
ammonia  may  with  advantage  be  conjoined.  (P.)    Dr.  Waring  tes-  ^ 

tifies  to  its  advantage  in  this  affection,  as  follows :  "  In  hysteria, 
assafoetida  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  medicines  which  we  pos- 
sess.    Its  operation  is  generally  speedy,  uniform  and  permanent 
Its  use  is  not  confined  to  one  form  more  than  another,  although  its 
effects  are  more  readily  evidenced  in  persons  of  weak  and  debili- 
tated constitutions  than  in  the  stout  and  robust"   Dr.  Stills  remarks : 
"  Assafoetida  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  agents  that  can  be  em- 
ployed in  the  treatment  of  hysterical  cases,  because  it  palliates 
several   extremely  annoying  symptoms,   but  not    because  it  is 
capable  of  removing  the  principal  or  radical  disease."    Cases  will 
often  occur,  in  which  a  combination  of  opium,  camphor,  valerian, 
ether,  hyoscyamus,  or  musk  with  assafoetida,  will  be  highly  ben- 
eficial    Copland  makes  favorable  mention  of  anti-spasmodics  and 
narcotics  in  the  treatment  of  complicated  hysteria,  such  as  camphor, 
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ammonia,  valerian,  assafoetida  and  henbane.  For  hysterical  pain 
in  the  r^ons  of  the  stomach  and  spleen,  he  advises  warm  epithems 
and  embrocations,  and  says  that  they  have  proved  most  successful 
in  his  practice.  He  remarks  that  large  doses  of  the  subcarbonate 
of  soda,  with  a  carminative  mixture  or  spirit,  and  tincture  of  hen- 
bane or  of  opium,  often  afford  relief  He  also  mentions  that  an 
enema,  containing  either  the  spirits  of  turpentine  and  castor  oil,  or 
assafoetida  and  confection  of  rue,  generally  proves  very  servicea- 
ble. In  hysterical  cough,  the  same  author,  afber  speaking  of  the 
employment  of  antispasmodics  in  general  with  anodynes  or  nar- 
cotics, fails  not  to  mention  the  use  of  assafoetida.  In  many  cases 
of  complicated  hysteria,  the  author  has  frequently  prescribed  this 
remedy  in  pills  of  four  grains  each  every  four  hours,  and  continued 
its  use  daily  for  three  or  four  weeks,  with  the  best  results. 

Chokea. — This  malady  is  more  frequent  in  the  female  than  in 
the  male  sex.  According  to  the  experience  of  some  authors,  three 
of  the  former  to  one  of  the  latter  are  affected  by  it  No  age  of  life 
is  entirely  exempt  from  its  attack,  yet  the  most  conunon  period  is 
said  to  be  from  seven  to  fifteen  years.  M.  Boutielle,  as  quoted  by 
Copland,  met  with  it  in  a  lady  of  eighty,  complicated  with  hem- 
iplegia. The  treatment  of  this  malady  has  been  very  various,  in 
consequence  of  the  different  pathological  opinions  of  physicians. 
Emmenagogues  are  mentioned  by  Copland  as  advantageous,  and 
he  instances  particularly  aloes,  myrrh,  and  assafoetida.  Numerous 
remedial  agents  are  spoken  of  by  authors  for  the  cure  of  this  mal- 
ady, most  of  which  might  be  advantageously  alternated  with 
assafoetida.  Dr.  Stills  in  alluding  to  this  subject  observes :  "  It 
has  also  been  recommended  as  a  cure[^for  chorea,  especially  when 
the  disease  occurs  about  the  age  of  puberty  in  females.  The 
establishment  of  the  menstrual  function  frequently  cures  spasmodic 
affections,  and  the  emmenagogue  properties  of  assafoetida  may 
therefore  become  the  indirect  means  of  its  removing  the  nervous 
disorder.  Under  other  circumstances,  he  remarks,  its  power  over 
chorea  may  be  regarded  as  almost  null."  Purgatives  are  recom- 
mended by  many  in  this  disease  as  highly  beneficial,  hence  the 
advantage  of  this  drug  as  a  laxative,  as  well  as  an  anti-spasmodic 
in  this  affection.  Dr.  King  says :  "  With  podophyllin  and  dmici- 
fdgin  it  is  beneficial  in  chorea."  Dr.  Waring,  in  his  very  able 
'work  on  Practical  Therapeutics,  p.  132,  observes:  '^In  nervous 
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affections,  chorea,  epilepsy,  &c.,  connected  with  uterine  derange- 
ment, it  is  also  a  remedy  of  great  value.  When  it  is  desired  to 
produce  a  speedy  and  decided,^  ejBfect,  the  tincture  should  be  given, 
but  its  effects  are  more  permanent  if  administered  in  substanca" 

Palpitatioks  of  the  Heart. — Palpitations  may  be  regarded 
as  nervous  or  functional,  or  symptomatic  of  some  serious  affection 
of  the  heart  Copland  remarks :  "  Nervous  palpitation  may  be 
either  primary  and  depending  upon  excitement  of  the  nerves  of 
the  heart,  without  manifest  disorder  of  other  viscera,  as  in  attacks 
induced  by  moral  emotions  or  sympathetic  of  affections  of  remote 
or  related  organs.  They  are  often  sudden  in  their  accessions,  but 
more  rarely  so  in  their  subsidence.  The  sounds  of  the  organ  are 
generally  increased  during  continuance,  and  the  first  sound  is  far- 
ther augmented  by  the  impulse  or  shock  against  the  ribs,  occasion- 
ing a  distinct  knock,  which  may  be  sometimes  heard  at  a  short 
distance  fi-om  the  patient  They  are  also  occasionally  attended  by 
a  slight  bellows  sound,  which  always  disappears  when  the  heart 
resumes  its  natural  action.  Nervous  palpitations  are  often  accom- 
panied with  uneasiness  and  slight  anxiety  at  the  praecordia ;  and 
sometimes  also,  with  a  sense  of  sinking  or  faintness,  with  whick 
they  not  infrequently  alternate."  The  causes  being  various  which 
produce  this  affection,  should  have  proper  consideration  and  influ- 
ence upon  the  treatment  Should  anaemia  be  found  the  cause^ 
chalybeates,  and  a  general  tonic  treatment  should  be  instituted. 
In  the  palpitation  connected  with  chronic  bronchitis,  or  with 
asthma,  Copland  advises  an  infusion  or  decoction  of  senega,  with 
aromatics  and  anodynes;  camphor  and  assafoetida,  he  also  men- 
tions. Dr.  Waring  observes:  **In  excessive  palpitations  of  the 
heart,  Dr.  Lombard*,  of  Geneva,  states  that  assaioetida  applied 
externally  in  the  form  of  emp.  galban.  co.  (L.  PL)  over  the  region 
of  the  heart  seldom  fails  to  quiet  palpitations.  Internally  exhibited 
it  produced  the  same  effect,  which  was  of  a  more  permanent  char- 
acter than  that  induced  by  other  remedies."  Some  cases  of 
palpitation  wUl  be  greatly  benefited  by  alternating  the  assafoetida 
with  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry ;  others  will  derive  benefit 
by  alternating  this  drug  with  suitable  doses  of  valerian.  When 
this  affection  occurs  as  the  effect  of  rheumatism  or  gout,  the  usual 
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remedies  for  those  diseases  should  be  administered  in  conjunction 
with  this  agent 

Guinea  Wokm. — Waring  says  :   "  Against  guinea  worm,  it  is 
regarded  in  India  as  a  specific." 

Dyspepsia. — This  is  rather  a  generic  term  for  the  various  forms 
and  stages  of  indigestion-  This  affection  is  characterized  by  a 
diversity  of  symptoms,  and  has  perhaps,  been  treated  more  em- 
pirically than  any  other  malady  in  the  catalogue  of  nosology.  In 
dyspepsia,  attended  with  hypochondriasis  and  other  nervous  affec- 
tions. Dr.  Waring  says  assafoetida,  in  combination  with  bitter  tonics 
and  inild  aperients  may  often  be  given  with  advantage.  In  these  cases 
it  is  best  given  (says  W.)  in  the  form  of  pill.  Dr.  StiUd  remarks, 
vol.  ii,  p.  101 :  "  Hypochondriasis  may  sometimes  be  benefited  by 
the  direct  influence  of  assafoetida  upon  the  nervous  system,  but 
more  generally  the  degree  of  good  it  is  capable  of  is  due  to  the 
action  of  the  drug  upon  the  digestive  function,  which  is  the  source 
and  starting  point  of  the  morbid  phenomena  in  this  disease."  The 
fiiame  author  remarks :  "  In  that  torpid  condition  of  the  bowels 
which  is  so  commonly  associated  with  general  debility,  when 
3igestion  is  imperfectly  accomplished,  when  severe  attacks  of  colic 
eupervene ;  when  tympanitis,  sometimes  ol  an  immoderate  degree, 
oppresses  the  breathing,  and  becomes  the  immediate  exciting  cause 
of  an  hysterical  attack ;  when  at  the  same  time  there  are  some 
signs  of  chlorosis,  or  this  disease  is  fully  developed,  a  combination 
of  symptoms  is .  presented,  of  very  fi*equent  occurrence  among 
females,  and  particularly  those  of  a  highly  nervous  temperament, 
a  combination  which  is  the  cause  of  extreme  suffering  to  the 
jpatient,  and  often  proves  of  great  annoyance  to  the  physician.  No 
single  medicine  is  more  useful  than  assafoetida  in  removing  this 
complicated  assemblage  of  symptoms,  acting  as  it  does  upon  the 
digestive  organs  to  overcome  constipation,  expel  flatus,  and  improve 
ihe  tone  of  the  stomach,  and  in  this  way  relieving  the  nervous 
^stem  from  an  irritation  which  constantly  tends  to  throw  it  into 
)rder,  while  it  ^ves  tone  directiy  to  this  system,  and  render^  it 
te^  susceptible  to  morbid  impressions  fi*om  witiiin  or  fix)m  without 
Jadeed,  the  principal  utility  of  flie  drug  is  displayed  in  cases  o| 
tms  very  description ;  the  other  affections  in  which  it  has  been 
xecommended  might  be  nearly,  if  not  altQg(eth«*,  as  well  treated 
"without  its  aid,  but  the  combination  of  symptoms  just  described  is 
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relieved  with  equal  promptness  and  certainty  by  no  other  agent 
Its  efficacy  is  much  increased  \ff  modifying  the  mode  of  its  exhi- 
bition according  to  the  symptoms  of  the  individual  case.  Thus^ 
when  such  as  they  have  been  above  detailed,  they  occur  in  persons 
of  an  anaemic  or  chlorotic  constitution,  the  assafa3tida  should  be 
associated  with  aloes  and  iron,  and  taken  soon  after  or  inmaediately 
before  meals.  But  when  a  flatulent  and  hysterical  attack  has  already 
commenced,  there  is  but  one  efficient  method  of  employing  the 
drug,  which  is  by  administering  a  large  enema  of  the  milk  of 
assafoetida.  It  usually  operates  without  delay,  producing  pix)fase 
and  repeated  discharges  of  flatus.  If  there  ls  reason  to  suppose 
that  undigested  food  remains  in  the  lower  bowels,  a  stimulant  pur- 
gative containing  assafoetida  ought  also  to  be  prescribed."  Dr. 
Pereira  alludes  to  this  remedy,  as  one  of  considerable  value  in 
affections  of  the  alimentary  canal,  in  relie^'ing  flatulence  in  old 
persons,  especially  in  hypochondriacal  and  hysterical  subjects,  and 
when  accompanied  with  constipation,  as  it  has  a  laxative  effect 
Constipation  attended  with  flatulence  will  be  often  eflfectually 
relieved,  and  the  debility  of  the  digestive  organs  in  a  good  degi'ce 
removed  by  aloes,  assafoetida  and  soap,  cas.,  equal  pai*t«,  made  into 
4  grain  pills,  and  administered  according  to  circumstanccvs,  so  as  to 
regulate  the  action  of  the  bowels.  In  some  cases  a  combination 
of  this  agent  with  sub.  nit  of  bismuth,  or  with  sulph.  of  iron, 
great  good  will  result  from  the  use.  A  pill  containing  equal  pai-ts 
of  assafoetida,  rhei,  and  iron  by  hydrogen,  will-  often  be  found 
usefiil  in  this  malady.  The  subcarbonate  of  bismuth  and  assafoetida 
given  in  the  form  of  pill,  is  recommended  by  some  as  being  more 
useful  in  dyspepsia  than  the  nitrate.  As  the  causes  of  this  malady 
are  very  various,  no  doubt  but  that  many  cases  occur  in  which 
this  drug  would  be  of  little  or  no  value ;  many  cases  also  occur 
somewhat  complicated,  in  which  assafoetida  will  be  found,  given 
aione  or  combined  w^ith  other  remedies  of  more  value  than  any 
other  medicinal  agent  The  most  eligible  form  in  which  this  drug 
dan  be  administered,  is  that  of  pill,  sugar  coated,  the  disagreeable 
liiste  and  odor  being  mostly  concealed. 

"JS^ERVOUS  Apoplexy. — ^Dr.   StiTld  observes:    "Afl;er  nervous 
<ijx)plexy,  or  that  form  which  seems  to  consist  in  simple  congestio; 
cJf  the  brain,  of  such  violence  however,  as  to  produce  more  or  lesfc^ 
]|j)2tfalysis,  the  latter  symptom  nmy  continue  for  some  time  after  the 
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attack  and  gradually  diminish  until  it  completely/ disappears.  A 
gentle  stimulating  treatment  a^ressed  to  the  nervous  system 
hastens  the  cure.  Among  the  remedies  for  this  condition  assafoet- 
ida  deserves  a  prominent  place,  for  its  property  of  imparting  vigor 
without  exciting,  renders  it  appropriate.'*  Dr.  King  alludes  to  its 
use  in  various  in^egular  nervous  disorders  which  accompany  debil- 
ity of  the  nervous  system.  Dr.  FUnt  remarks  that  "  cases  under 
20  years  are  excessively  rare,  yet  they  are  occasionally  observed." 

Delirium. — Dr.  Waring  remarks:.  "In  delirium,  when  the 
vital  powers  are  greatly  depressed,  anti-spasmodics  and  stimulants 
are  indicated.  Of  these,  assafoetida  is  spoken  of  in  high  terms  by 
Wanters  and  others.  It  should  be  combined  with  camphor,  musk,. 
&a"  Dr.  Copland  obsen-es,  Die.  Med  Sei,  v.  i,  p.  569 :  "In  more 
purely  nervous  deUrium,  or  when  it  occurs  from  operations,  anx- 
iety, fear,  and  injuries  of  pai-ts  at  a  distance  from  the  head,  opium, 
given  by  the  mouth  or  in  enemata,  as  recommended  by  M.  Du- 
puytren,  will  be  most  beneficial.  If  it  be  attended  by  much 
agitation,  narcotics — as  opium  or  hyoscyamus — in  full  doses,  either 
alone  or  with  camphor,  assafoetida,  soda,  or  ammonia,  &c.;  the 
acetate  or  hydrochlorate  of  morphia,  with  aromatics  and  cardiacs ; 
quietude  in  a  cool,  well  ventilated,  and  darkened  apartment ;  the 
tepid  aflusion  on,  or  cold  sponging  the  head,  if  its  temperature  be 
increased;  and  warmth  to  the  lower  extremities  iae  the  chief 
remedies."  In  other  forms  of  this  affection,  if  the  pulse  be  very 
weak,  and  the  prostration  of  strength  very  great,  the  same  author 
advises  the  use  of  quinine,  ammonia,  camphor,  assafoetida,  valerian, 
musk,  etc.  Many  authors  recommend  assafoetida  as  a  valuable 
remedy  in  most  forms  of  delirium.  It  should  be  given  in  doses  of 
ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  grains. 

Whooping-Cough. — Stilld  observes, — "  Miller,  Kopp,  and  oth- 
ers, have  vaunted  the  efiicacy  of  assafoetida  in  whooping-cough 
The  last-named  writer  affirms,  also,  that  children  have  less  repug- 
nance to  it  than  to  some  other  medicines  which  seem  less  nause- 
ous, so  that  they  readily  become  used  to  it,  and  even  grow  fond  of 
its  taste  when  it  is  combined  with  mucilage  and  sugar.  It  has 
also  been  recommended  to  administer  it  by  enema  in  the  evening, 
to  prevent,  or  at  least,  moderate  the  paroxysms  which  destroy 
the  rest  and  exhaust  the  strength  of  the  little  patients.  But  in  a 
disease  of  such  long  duration,  an  occasional  resort  to  this  method 
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is  all  that  can  be  recommendeA  Dr.  Chapman  speaks  favorably 
of  the  medicine,  but  agrees  with  the  best  authorities  in  delaying 
its  use  until  the  febrile  stage,  if  any,  shall  have  passed  by,  or  been 
overcome  by  antiphlogistic  remedies.  Aberle  esteemed  it  highly 
imder  similar  circumstances,  and  more  recently  Ancelin  reports 
his  successful  use  of  it  by  enema"  This  remedy  will  be  found 
useful  in  this  disease  by  giving  it  in  conjunction  with  nitric  acid, 
or  with  small  doses  of  belladonna^  three  or  four  times  a  day.  In 
some  cases,  it  will  be  found  beneficial  to  alternate  with  sulpL  of 
zinc,  but  in  either  case,  delay  its  use  if  any  inflammatory  action 
be  present  By  such  remedies  this  disease,  in  mo^t  instances,  can 
be  vanquished  in  eight  or  ten  days.  The  author  has  repeatedly 
arrested  whooping-cough,  by  using  these  agents,  in  the  course  of 
one  or  two  weeks.  Waring  says,  p.  131 : — '  ■  In  the  chronic  state 
of  whooping  cough,  M.  Eicken*  found  assafoetida  more  useful 
than  any  other  remedy.  He  advises  its  administration  in  glysters. 
Half  a  grain  of  the  gum  incorporated  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  and 
mixed  in  fl.  oz.  vj — fl.  oz.  viii  of  water,  is  sufficient  for  ten  or 
twelve  glysters  for  children  under  one  year  of  age ;  .four  or  six  for 
those  under  three  years,  and  two  or  three  for  elder  ones.  Two 
glysters  are  administered  daily.  Olive  oil  may  be  added,  if  they 
cause  tenesmus.  Its  internal  use  was  advocated  by  Miller,t  in 
1769,  but  Hufeland  reported  unfavorably  on  its  efficacy. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis. — In  the  more  advanced  stages 
of  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  in  children.  Dr.  Waring  quotes  Prof. 
G.  B.  Wood  as  regarding  assafoetida  as  an  admirable  remedy. 
His  testimony  in  its  favor  is  very  strong :  he  considers  that  he 
has  seen  many  lives  saved  by  its  judicious  use ;  it  is  particularly 
useful  in  relieving  nervous  exhaustion,  when  freely  used  and  re- 
peated every  one  or  two  hours. 

Chronic  Catarrh. — Dr.  Stille  observes  : — "  In  chronic  catarrh 
with  or  without  spasmodic  dyspnoea,  assafoetida  is  frequently  of 
marked  advantage.  CuUen  regarded  it  as  more  useful  in  such 
cases  than  the  other  foetid  gums,  and  Neumann  states  that  he  has 
found  it,  in  combination  with  oxymel  of  squills,  perhaps  the  most 


♦Ed.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  April,  1843. 

f  Obs.  on  Asthma  and  Hooping  Cough,  8  vo.,  Lond.,  1769. 


i98  The  Joumai  of  Materia    Medico^ 

efficient  remedy  that  he  employed.     When  the  wheezing  is  con- 
siderable, and  the  expectoration  is  rendered  difficult  by  general 
debility,  or  when  the  cough  is  spasmodic,  much  benefit  may  be 
derived  from  this  medicine.     Such  a  combination  of  symptoms^ 
occ^ors  frequently  among  persons  advanced  in  life.*'     Pereira  says 
that,  in  old  chronic  catarrhs,  with  occasional  spasmodic  difficulty 
of  breathing  and  spasmodic  cough,  he  has  procured  the  most 
marked  relief  by  the  combined  use  of  assafoetida  and  ammonia^ 
He  says  as  a  stimulating  expectorant  and  anti-spasmodic  in  chronic 
catarrh,  it  is  of  considerable  use.     He  regards  it  as  well  adapted 
for  old  persons,  and  where  the  disease  is  of  long  standing.     He- 
found  it  most  beneficial  in  those  cases  where  the  cough  and  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  avssimae  at  intervals  a  spasmodic  form,    and 
where  the  wheezing  is  considerable.     In  such  he  has  found  full 
doses  of  assafoetida  with  ammonia  give  great  relief.     In  delicati^ 
females,  subject  to  repeated  attacks  of  catarrh,  attended  with  wast- 
ing, sweating,  and  other  constitutional  symptoms  of  phthisis,  he- 
has  found  assafoetida  of  frequent  benefit     In  these  cases  he  thinly 
it  does  not  act.  merely  by  its  expectorant  effects,  for  oftentimas  one 
good  consequence  of  its  use  is  diminution  of  bronchial  secretion. 
Dr.  King  alludes  to  this  agent  as  usefiil  in  catarrh.     Many  physi- 
cians have  long  been  accustomed  to  prescribe  this  drug,  either 
alone  or  in  combination  with  other  remedies  in  the  treatment  of 
this  affection,  and  the  result,  according  to  their  reports,  has  been 
favorable. 

Amennorrhcba. — In  the  treatment  of  this  malady,  the  various 
causes  of  amenorrooea  should  claim  consideration,  for  it  is  obvioul*^ 
that  it  should  be  predicated  upon  the  pathological  condition  of  eacli 
particular  case.  In  particular  cases  characteiized  by  delicacy  ol 
constitution,  or  impaired  organic  nervous  energy,  connected  witk 
deficiency  of  blood  or  of  haematozine.  Dr.  Copland,  after  advising^^ 
the  chalybeate  preparations  with  confection  of  scammony  and 
confection  of  black  pepper,  compound  steel  pUl  with  the  aloes  anS 
myrrh,  and  various  other  remedies,  alludes  to  the  employment  -etf 
pills  cmsisting  of  ox-gall,  myrrh,  capsicum,  and  assafoetida.  JEfe 
also  i^peaks  of  vari<ms  stimulating  enemata,  particularly  those  wiA 
spirits  of  turpentine,  assafoetida,  aloes,  &c.  Dr.  King  allud^  to 
this  drug  as  useful  in  amenorrhoea  and  dysmenorrhoea. 

Measles.— Some  writers  advise  assafoetida  in  the  treatment  of 
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this  disease.  Cases  in  which  pneumonic  or  bronchitic  symptoms 
follow  the  disease,  may  in  some  instances  be  benefitted  by  using 
this  agent  in  combination  with  other  remedies.  It  will  be  found 
useful  in  cases  attended  with  much  nervous  irritation  and  ir- 
ritability. 

Typhus  Fever. — Neumann,  and  several  other  author,  advocate 
the  use  of  assafoetida  in  typhus  and  puerperal  fevers :  "  but  except 
to  meet  one  incident  of  the  latter  affection  (says  Still^)  there  is  no 
satisfactory  ground  for  the  favorable  opinion  he  expresses.  The 
symptom  alluded  to  is  tympanitas,  which  occasionally  is  so  extreme 
as  to  impede  respiration  seriously,  and  probably  also,  to  interfere 
with  the  action  of  the  heart  Nothing  can  be  more  appropriate 
than  fetid  enemata  to  mitigate  the  suffering  and  lessen  the  danger 
which  this  state  involves." 

Typhoid  Fever. — In  cases  in  which  tympanitic  distension  of 
the  abdomen  occur,  Dr.  Copland,  after  advising  various  remedies 
reconmiends  assafoetida  to  be  administered  in  mucilao-inous  en- 
emata  from  time  to  time.  If  tympanitis  occurs  without  diarrhoea, 
this  drug  may  be  taken  into  the  stomach  in  the  form  of  pills  with 
good  effect  If  the  patient  be  afflicted  with  dehrium,  nervous 
irritation,  restlessness,  &c.,  hyoscyamus,  camphor,  and  assafoetida 
will  be  found  valuable  agents.  This  fever,  sa^s  Copland,  is  seldom 
dangerous  to  children  in  any  class  of  society,  although  they  are 
often  attacked  when  the  disease  is  epidemic.  The  fatality  of  this 
malady  is  said  to  be  much  greater  among  males  than  femalCvS.  The 
proportion  being  as  eleven  of  the  former  to  seven  of  the  latter. 
The  prognosis  of  fever  is  said  to  be  more  favorable  from  June  to 
December  than  from  January  to  June. 

Coi^vuLsiONS  OF  Childhood  during  Dentition. — Dr.  War- 
ing remarks  relative  to  the  treatment  of  such  cases,  that  an  enema 
containing  a  small  portion  of  assafoetida,  appears  to  mitigate  the 
severity  and  the  duration  of  the  convulsion.  Among  the  anti- 
spasmodics euumerated  by  Copland  for  convulsions,  assafoetida  is 
not  forgotten.  When  very  delicate  children  are  afflicted  with 
convulsions  and  no  inflammatory  irritation  within  the  head  exista, 
^  tonic  treatment  is  obviously  indicated,  says  Copland,  and  hi 
advices  tiiat  the  tonics  be  combined  with  anti-spasmodics  and 
anodynes,  such  as  assafoetida,  valerian,  conium,  hyoscyamus,  &c. 

tuMBRici  OR  Bound  Worms. — For  intestinal  worms,  after 
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calomel  and  other  cathartics  have  been  administered,  Copland 
advises  enemata  of  assafoetida.  Dr.  Cazin,  as  quoted  by  Waring, 
regards  assafcetida  as  a  valuable  vermifuge,  particularly  when 
the  presence  of  intestinal  worms  gives  rise  to  sympathetic  nervous 
affections.  It  thus  fulfills  a  two  fold  indication.  He  mentions 
two  cases  of  chorea  and  one  of  epilepsy,  in  which  assafcetida  not 
only  revealed  the  true  cause  (lumbrici)  but  effected  a  cure.  He 
advises  it  in  doses  of  gr-iv-gr-xxx,  in  powder,  in  combination 
with  calomel :  or,  in  anaemic  subjects,  with  the  black  oxide  of 
iron.  It  will  be  found  useful  to  give  this  agent  in  combination 
witli  santonin,  or  with  apocynum  cannabinum,  when  the  patient 
is  afflicted  with  worms.  Dr.  Stille  remarks :  "  Many  cases  might 
be  referred  to  in  which  it  appeared  to  aid  in  the  destruction  and 
expulsion  of  worms,  but  it  is  much  inferior  to  numerous  vermi- 
fuge medicines.*' 

Lakyngismus  Stridulus. — Miller  and  some  others  have  found 
assafcetida  beneficial  in  this  malady.  But  little  experience,  as  a 
general  thing,  can  be  gathered  upon  this  subject 

Spasmodic  Asthma. — The  structure  of  the  air  passages  and 
bronchi  evidently  shows,  says  Copland,  that  these  parts  are  sus- 
ceptible of  preternatural  or  spasmodic  constriction.  The  humoral 
form  of  asthma  is  said  to  be,  often,  consequent  upon  repeated 
attacks  of  the  spasmodic.  The  male  sex  is  much  more  disposed 
to  this  malady  than  the  female.  The  spasmodic  form  of  asthma 
attacks  most  frequently  persons  of  spare  habit,  whilst  the  humoral 
variety  is  commonly  met  with  in  those  of  gross,  phlegmatic,  cor- 
pulent, robust  habits.  Copland  speaks  of  the  beneficial  effects  of 
assafoetida  in  other  varieties  of  this  disease.  He  remarks  that 
assafcetida,  castor,  musk,  valerian,  myrrh,  ammonia,  the  balsams, 
the  trisnitrate  of  bismuth,  the  preparations  of  zinc,  and  the  aethers 
are  useful  in  catarrhal  form  of  this  disease.  He  observes  that 
these  remedies  are  more  beneficial  in  the  nen^ous  and  spasmodic 
varieties,  when  unassociated  with  inflammatory  irritation,  partic- 
ularly in  chronic  cases,  in  the  debilitated  or  aged,  &c.  The 
external  application  of  assafoetida  is  mentioned  in  the  form  of 
plaster  and  particularly  in  conjunction  with  opium  or  with  bella- 
donna, as  of  service.  Many  forms  of  asthma  will  be  much 
benefited  by  giving  this  agent  in  combination  with  lobelia  inflata. 
According  to  Neumann,  as  quoted  by  Stills,  nothing  more  effect- 
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ually  relieves  the  paroxysms  of  spasmodic  asthma  than  assafoetida, 
and  he  recommends  as  extremely  prompt  and  efficacious  the 
following  mixture:  Tr.  foetid  3iij;  tr.  lobelise  3j;  of  which 
forty  drops  are  directed  for  a  dose.  Trotlsseau  and  Pidoux  affirm 
that  in  their  hands  this  remedy  has  produced  incontestably  good 
results.  Among  the  foetid  gums  which  have  been  employed  as 
expectorants,  Dr.  Good  remarks,  that  ammoniac  has  acquired  the 
greatest  degree  of  popularity ;  but  he  fiirther  says  that  its  "  power 
is  inferior  to  that  of  assafoetida,  the  virtue  of  which  is  to  be  judged 
of  by  the  degree  of  its  offensive  odor."  Dr.  Flint,  in  treating  of 
asthma,  observes:  "Assafoetida,  dracontium,  or  skunk  cabbage, 
and  the  Indian  hemp,  have  been  found  to  be  .sometimes  effica- 
cious." Thacher  says  assafoetida  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  gimi 
ammoniacum  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and  expectorant  in  this  malady. 
He  states  that  in  spasmodic  asthma,  assafoetida  in  doses  of  four  or 
five  grains,  given  every  three  hours,  will  seldom  fail  to  procure 
essential  relief  The  doses  of  this  drug,  in  most  cases,  have  been 
too  small  to  secure  the  desired  effect  Where  the  anti-spasmodic 
property  is  required,  if  necessary  the  doses  may  with  perfect  safety 
be  increased  to  twenty  grains.  This  agent  in  suitable  doses,  in 
combination  with  camphor  and  lobelia  inflata,  to  which  should  be 
added  in  some  instances  hyoscyamus,  will  be  found  highly  ben- 
eficial in  most  cases  of  this  harrassing  malady. 

Dyspnoea. — In  the  early  months  of  pregnancy  cough  and  dysp- 
noea may  occur,  as  affections  merely  nervous  and  sympathetic,  in 
which  the  treatment,  most  efficient,  will  be  found  to  be  anti-spasm- 
odics  and  anodynes.  In  such  cases,  this  agent  conjoined  with 
hyoscyamus,  or  with  camphor,  or  tinct.  of  opium,  will  be  found 
to  diminish  or  subdue  the  cough  and  dyspnoea  in  a  short  time, 
provided  that  the  bowels  be  kept  duly  open,  and  acidity  of  the 
stomach  and  flatulence  prevented. 

TETANUa — After  having  spoken  of  most  of  the  ordinary  rem- 
edies employed  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady.  Dr.  Copland 
observes  that  anti-spasmodics  and  stimulants  have  been  very 
generally  prescribed.  Of  these,  the  most  frequently  resorted  to 
are,  he  informs  us,  musk,  camphor,  assafoetida,  amber,  castor, 
spirits  of  turpentine,  the  sethers,  and  ammonia,  variously  conjoined 
with  each  other,  or  with  opium,  alteratives,  and  other  stimulants. 
Assafoetida  and  castor  were  favorably  noticed  by  Celsus,  Araetaus, 
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and  Schultz,  and  many  others,  but  in  modern  times  they  have 
been  given  in  tetanus  (says  C.)  chiefly  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  medicines  just  mentionedj  or  wiih  opium,  either  by  the 
mouth  or  in  enemata. 

Coma. — When  this  affection  occurs  in  consequence  of  exhaus- 
tion of  the  organic  nervous  influence  supplying  the  brain ;  or  from 
congestion  of  the  capillaries,  veins,  or  sinuses  of  the  brain,  counter 
irritants  and  derivatives  should  be  applied,  but  remote  from  the 
head ;  purgatives  combined  with  anti-spasmodics  should  also  be 
administered,  and  the  functions  of  the  skin  and  kidneys  should  be 
promoted  by  diaphoretics  and  diuretics.  In  certain  pathological 
states,  Copland  advises  the  preparations  of  ammonia,  musk,  and 
camphor,  internally  and  externally  employed ;  also  enemata  con- 
taining the  same  medicines,  or  the  infusion  of  valerian,  castor, 
assafoetida,  or  the  terebinthinates. 

Catalepsy. — After  stating  the  treatment  in  general  for  cat- 
alepsy, Copland  observes :  ^'  The  above  means  are  equally  appli- 
cable to  the  paroxysm,  and  the  interval,  or  suppression  of 
accustomed  evacuations,  in  cases  characterized  by  plethora,  or 
local  deteimination  of  blood.  If  resorted  to  in  a  fit,  they  may  be 
conjoined  with  various  antispasmodics^  as  valerian,  musk,  aether, 
assafoetida,  camphor,  ammonia,  &c." 

Jaundice. — Among  the  remedies  recommended  by  authors  for 
jaundice,  we  find  assofoetida  advised  by  Herz,  (vide  Copland,  vol 
2,  p.  858.)  It  is  stated  that  this  drug  and  ammoniacum  are  some- 
times of  use  in  cases  depending  on  torpid  states  of  the  liver, 
especially  when  conjoined  with  soap,  alkalies,  &c. 

Insanity. — Copland,  vol.  3,  p.  611,  treating  of  the  remedies 
advised  for  insanity  observes :  "  The  combination  of  opiates  with 
other  remedies  thus  becomes  a  matter  of  no  small  importance  ;  and 
indeed,  much  of  the  benefit  opiates  afford  depends'  upon  this 
circumstance.  Friborg  advises  them  to  be  prescribed  with  cam- 
phor and  nitre ;  and  Perfect,  in  nearly  a  similar  form.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  advantage  often  derivable  from  this  and 
similar  modes  of  exhibiting  them.  Where  there  is  much  deter- 
mination of  blood  to  the  head,  however,  camphor,  unless  in  very 
small  doses,  may  be  injurious.  But,  if  restlessness  and  watchful- 
ness arise  chiefly  from  exhaustion,  inanition,  or  morbid  nervous 
susceptibility — if  the  disorder  be  chiefly  or  altogether  nervous — 
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be  independent  of  increased  vascular  action  in  the  brain — this  and 
similar  combinations,  and  especially  those  with  the  preparations  of 
valerian,  of  aether,  of  ammonia,  assafoetida,  musk,  various  aromatics 
etc.,  will  be  most  advantageous.  On  page  618,  he  says:  "Of 
stimulants  and  anti-spasmodics,  the  most  useful  are  (speaking  of 
the  nervous  temperaments  of  the  insane)  camphor,  valerian,  assa- 
foetida*" Many  other  diseases  could  be  mentioned  in  which  this 
drug  has  been  advised.  Most  cases  in  which  anti-spasmodics  are 
indicated,  will  be  benefited  by  the  use  of  assafoetida  in  suitable 
doses.  One  reason,  and  perhaps  the  only  one,  why  this  agent  is 
not  more  generally  used  as  an  anti-spasmodic,  is  that  the  doses 
have,  commonly,  been  too  small  for  the  accomplishment  of  much 
good. 

« 

ADMINISTRATION  AND   DOSE. 

Dr.  Stilld  remarks :  "  Assafoetida  plaster  is  sometimes  applied  to 
the  abdomen  to  relieve  habitual  flatulence,  and  to  the  back  of  the 
chest  in  whooping-cough.  It  has  also  been  said  to  prevent  the 
development  of  caries  of  the  vertebrae,  but  the  symptoms  mis- 
taken for  that  disease,  were  probably  those  of  spinal  neuralgia" 
Pills  of  this  drug  may  be  administered  in  doses  of  from  five  to 
twenty  grains,  according  to  the  circumstances  attending  the  case. 
Pills  of  aloes  and  assafoetida,  equal  parts,  each  pill  four  grains. 
Dose,  two  to  five. 

Assafoetida  pill,  U.  S.  P.  four  grains.  The  taste  and  odor  concealed 
by  sugar  coating.     Highly  useful  in   most  spasmodic  affections 
and  nervous  diseases. 
Dose,  two  to  four. 

Assafoetida  and  iron,  U.  S,  P.,  three  grains.  Assafoetida,  two 
grains,  sulph.  of  iron,  one  grain.  Has  especial  reference  to 
spasmodic  aflfections  dependent  on  general  debility  of  the  system, 
and  disorders  attended  with  immoderate  discharges. 

Dose,  two  to  four. 

Assafoetida  and  rhei,  three  graina  Assafoetida,  rhei,  iron  by 
hydrogen;  equal  parts.  Properties — anti-spasmodic,  tonic,  and 
laxative  combination. 

Dose,  two  to  six. 
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ASARUM    CANADENSIS. 


BY  THBOSOBB  G.  MILLBBf   H.  D. 


In  small  doses  the  wild  ginger  increases  the  appetite,  promotes 
the  digestion  and  secretions  and  causes  a  feeling  of  agreeable 
warmth  in  the  stomach  and  quickens  the  circulation  of  the  blood. 
In  somewhat  larger  doses  it  is  diaphoretic  and  expectorant  and 
promotes  generally  the  mucous  secretion  of  the  respiratory  and 
intestinal  organs.  It  gives  impulse  to  the  ganglion  of  the 
abdominal  viscera,  improves  the  whole  process  of  diges- 
tion, increases  haematosis  and  raises  the  animal  heat  without 
increasing  the  activity  of  the  heart  It  promotes  the  functional 
activity  of  the  portal  veins  and  promotes  in  particular  the  secretion 
of  the  gaU  ducts  and  liver.  It  promotes  also  the  activity  of  the 
cutis,  lungs,  bronchia  and  kidneys.  It  combines  the  effect  of  the 
essential  oil,  resin  and  soluble  bitter  principla  It  stim- 
ulates the  nerves  and  fibres  of  the  stomach,  so  also 
the  intestinal  trail  and  has  hereby  also  an  anti-spasmodic  quality. 
It  affects,  in  particular,  not  only  the  gall  ducts, 
the  liver  gall  ducts,  but  also  the  inner  liver  organ.  It 
possesses  also  the  qualities  to  excite  the  whole  nervous  system 
without  undue  relaxation  after  the  effort  is  passed  off  The  same 
influence  we  observe  on  aU  the  mucous  coats,  and  it  is  undoubtedly 
one  of  our  best  and  safest  remedies.  In  some  parts  of  the  country  it  is 
a  popular  remedy  for  various  diseases  of  the  liver.  It  seems  to  me 
by  my  somewhat  extensive  trials  to  resemble  more  the  angeUca 
archangelica,  and  to  partake  somewhat  of  an  aromatic  be- 
tween ginger  and  calamua  It  also  resembles  in  a  great  respect 
the  arnica  root 

I  have  used  with  success  the  asarum  in  .the  bilious  typhoid^  in 
typhoid  fever,  and  particularly  in  the  form  of  disease,  which  the 
old  writers  designated  typhus  cum  torpore  or  febris 
nervosa  stupida,  also  febris  gastrica  nervosa,  also,  in 
such  diseases  where  there  is  a  status  nervosus  combined,  as  in 
asthenic  inflammation,  as  pneumonia  typhosa,  when  the  ex- 
pectoration owing  to  great  debility  is  suppressed  or  feeble. 
In  the  enteris  typhus  I  combine  it  with  mineral  acids,  camphor, 
and  fluid  extract  of  Peruvian  bark.  I  found  it  a  great  excitant,  of 
peculiar  value,  for  the  lymph  system  and  the  organs  of  the  abdom- 
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inal  viscera,  iand  I  also  found  it  particularly  adapted  for  torpid 
fepsies,  stagniatioh  of  the  portal  veins  and  liver,  disturbance  of 
fe  miehses  (here  often  useflilly  combined  with  veratrum  viride  6r 
sahguinaria),  and  intermittent  fever  (febris  quartara.)  I  have  used 
it  in  two  cases  of  delirium  tremens  in  large  doses  with  complete 
success :  !9-  ^^^^  ^^^  ^'^san  §  ij ;  aq.  dist.  calami  J  vi ;  tict  calami 
3  j  M.  S.    A  tablespoonftJ. 

It  is  an  excellent  remedy  in  obstinate  colds  and  spasmodic 
affections  of  the  respiratory  appariatua  In  chronic  nervous  dis- 
eases, as  in  the  sensibility  and  mobility,  neuroses  of  the  abdominal 
viscera,  pneumatosis  of  the  stomach  (as  consequence  of  a  tonic 
cramp),  ansesthesia  of  the  nerves  of  the  bladder,  eneuresis,  &c., 
(here  in  combination  With  buchu  or  uva  ursi,  etc.) 


'•-♦' 
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{Yellow  Jessamine.) 


BY  THEODORB  C.  MILLBB,  M.  D. 


For  the  bbtaiiical  character,  habitudes,  and  chemical  analysis  of 
tiiis  plant,  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  various  works  upon  botany,  the 
Jouiu^Aii  bi'  Materia  M ebica,  and  to  other  similar  works,  as  it 
is  only  my  purpose  to  consider  its  physiological  feffect  and  its  ther- 
apeutical application.  I  have  used  a  saturated  tincture  of  the 
iecisnt  root  of  the  gelsemiiiimi  iii  all  of  ihy  considerable  and 
extensive  trials.  By  my  physiological  iiivestigati^ons  I  observed 
ail  the  rules  ^hicb  are  laid  dowh  by  the  most  celebrated  physid- 
logical  investigators,  iii  iiiy  experiments  and  observatioiiis  upon  4te 
i^yistem  iii  health  aiid  disease. 

•  ParsibLOGiCAL  EWbct.— All  remedies  cause  on  healtiiy  iii- 
ifitiduals  a  certain  efect  which  riemains  always  coiistant  by  tie 
same  ddsfes,  forms  iaiid  applicatibii,  istnd  only  on  different  individ- 
lials  pix)duce  different  r^ults  under  similar  circumstancea  The 
ieffect  is  a  hcalmd  a  distant  or  general  one.  The  first  tak^  plao0 
where  the  mediciiie  is  applied,  and  the  latter  is  mediated  througH 
resorption  and  is  produced  remote  from  the  apiplication  place.   The 
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local  effect  of  the  gelseminum  is  on  the  whole  not  very  considerable ; 
applied  to  the  healthy  cutis  it  causes  a  slight  degree  of  heat  and 
burning,  which  soon  is  followed  by  a  little  numbness  and  a  ting- 
ling. If  a  strong  watery  infusion  is  applied  to  a  removed  epider- 
^  mis  or  through  innoculation  it  causes  a  feeling  of  stinging  and 
stunning  and  often  burning  sensation.  Applied  to  the  eye  it  causes 
dilatation  and  afterwards  an  immovableness  of  the  pupil.  A  very 
concentrated  inflision  taken  into  the  mouth  causes  a  dryness  of  the 
mouth  and  fauces.  This  is  observed  in  the  beginning  only  as  a 
subjective,  but  afterwards  as  an  objective  symptom.  The  same  ef- 
fect I  have  also  seen  induced  by  the  internal  administration  of  the 
gelseminum,  but  this  is  nowise  ascribable  to  a  gastro-enteric  invita- 
tion, which  I  have  never  yet  observed,  but  perhaps  it  is  only  caused 
through  reduced  secretion  of  the  sputa,  a  reduction  of  the  activity 

of  the  muscles  of  the  throat.  By  the  continuance  of  the  gelsemin- 
um the  dryness  increases  but  it  never  interrupts  deglutition.  Small 

dose3  have  no  influence  upon  the  apparatus  of  digestion ;  large  doses 
long  continued,  cause  a  decline  of  appetite.  The  dryness  of  the 
mouth  and  throat  causes  no  thirst  After  the  effect  of  the  gelsem- 
inum has  passed  off  an  increase  of  appetite  and  thirst  appears.  I 
never  observed,  even  from  large  doses,  nausea,  colic,  constipation  or 
diarrhoea,  but  in  the  case  of  three  healthy  young  persons  I  have 
produced  great  uneasiness  in  the  epigastric  and  hypochondriac 
region  though  no  nausea  or  retching.  The  subjects  of  my  experi- 
ments could  not  move  at  all  until  I  administered  some  ether. 

In  small  doses,  it  does  not  act  always  very  speedily ;  not  all  the 
time  certain  and  prompt ;  and  in  some  cases  of  very  robust  young 
men  it  produces  not  any  perceptible  effect  Occasionally  the  impres- 
sion after  the  resorption  of  the  medicine  is  prompt,  but  no  marked 
prostration  is  caused.  The  secretion  of  the  urine  of  a  healthy 
person  after  the  administration  of  the  gelseminum  shows,  by  exam- 
ination, a  marked  increase  in  the  solid  ingredients  in  general,  partic- 
ularly in  urine  matter,  mucus,  fine  volatile  (volatile)  salts  and  extract- 
ive matter,  but  great  diminution  in  uric  acid  and  fine  solid  salts. 

Small  doses  increase  the  activity  of  the  cutis ;   larger  ones,  dry- 
.  ness.     In  some  cases  the  heart  action  is  fully  lowered  in  from  nine 

to  twelve  hours,  and  often  well  and  regularly  controlled  during  tbe 

physiological  effect  of  the  remedy.     It  is  a  speedy  medicine,  and 

yet  does  not  act  in  similar  manner  as  the  other  narcotics.     The 
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narcotic  effect  is  a  peculiar  and  a  different  one ;  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  shows  itself  on  the  ganglion  system  plainer,  more  marked, 
more  decided  tlian  anywhere  else.  It  is  one  of  our  mildest  and 
best  narcotics,  and  has  in  no  way  sucli  depressive  influence,  not- 
withstanding the  narcotic  power  is  not  so  strongly  mstrked.  The 
acrid  and  irritant  properties  comparatively  slight.     As  a  general 

rule,  gelseminum,  when  given  in  small  doses  to  a  healthy  person 
produces  a  pleasant  diffusive  feeling  of  languor  or  lassitude,  and  an 
indisposition  for  exertion,  followed  p(Thaps  by  a  slight  lightness  of 
the  head ;  on  some,  perfect  vertigo,  controlling  the  vascular  sys- 
tem by  relaxing  the  muscles  of  the  heart  and  particularly  causing 
an  inability  to  move  the  eyelids;  loss  of  sight;  eyes  wide  open} 
pupils  dilated,  pulse  regular  and  full,  skin  natural  and  healthy  in 
color ;  on  others,  a  moist  perspiration  covers  the  whole  body.  In 
larger  doses  it  causes  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  a  peculiar  giddiness 
or  swimming  of  the  head,  disturbed  vision,  a  brief  stupor  or  sleep- 
iness or  a  general  muscular  debility,  and  a  feelhng  of  inability  to 
move  or  speak,  with  syncope  in  some  cases,  but  without  the  mental 
impression  which  accompanies  intoxication  ;  the  countenance  has  a 
peculiar  expression.  The  circulation,  respiration,  and  animal  form- 
ation of  warmth  as  a  general  rule,  are  not  influenced  in  such  a  con- 
siderable degree  as  by  veratrum  viride ;  its  effects  are  more  slowly 
and  safer  produced  and  its  sedative  powers  not  so  decidedly  marked. 
I  found  that  under  the  influence  of  the  gelseminum  the  pulse  sinks 
in  the  beginning  under  the  normal  (even  to  twenty  or  forty  stroked 
below  the  same  in  a  minute),  but  after  a  short  time  it  rises  to  the 
normal,  or  even  goes  beyond  the  same.  From  small  doses  I  ob- 
served mostly  the  reduction  to  a  very  considerable  degree,  while 
larger  doses  occasion  less  reduction  of  the  pulse ;  by  very  large 
doses  (fatal)  is  the  pulse  just  from  the  beginning  on  the  ascend, 
without  any  preceding  reduction.  The  temperature  of  the  body 
is  reduced  by  the  gelseminum  in  proportion  to  the  descend  intensity 
of  effect  In  repeated  trials  and  observation  in  regard  to  the  effect 
upon  the  cutis,  I  foimd  small  doses  more  active,  larger  ones  oc- 
casion less  perspiration,  nay,  even  a  perfect  dryness,  which  increases 
considerably  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  administered.  Twice  I  ob- 
served 9  slight  erythema,  by  the  dryness  of  the  mouth  and  larynx. 
In  the  case  of  one  young  man,  who  was  not  very  stout  but  never 
had  been  sick,  thirty  drops  four  times  a  day  caused  a  feeling  of 
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coldness  and  dullness ;  larger  ones,  heat  without  chiUness,  which 
was  followed  the  next  day  by  a  perfect  coldness,  debility  and  re- 
laxation. He  would  not  take  anything  to  relieve  him.  The  nexit 
dav  he  felt  greatly  relieved. 

1  remarked,  prior,  that  gelseminum,  when  applied  to  the  eye, 
causes  dilatation  of  the  pupil ;  the  same  influence  has  the  internal 
administration  also  produced.  As  soon  as  the  resorption  of  the 
remedy  takes  place,  we  observe  the  dilatation  and  farthermore, 
immovableness  of  the  pupiL  Herewith  is  combined  a  disturbance 
of  the  power  of  sight ;  every  object  seems  as  if  covered  with  a 
gauze  (veil),  wrapped  up  as  in  a  log,  and  darkness  increases  with 
eveiy  dose.  All  this  however,  soon  passes  off,  by  some  in  a  short 
time ;  with  others  it  lasts  longer.  In  the  case  of  many  the  eye  is 
insensible  to  the  light 

The  relaxing  effect  of  the  gelseminum  by  no  means  corresponds 
with  its  mental  influence  as  it  produces  relaxation  even  when  the 
liead  remains  unaffected.  The  general  condition  of  the  muscular 
and  nervous  prostration  will  last  for  hours,  even  for  days  if  the 
proper  antidote  is  not  given.  In  still  larger  doses,  gelseminum  dis- 
tvirbs  seriously  some  of  the  physiological-chemical  processes  of  life, 
perhaps  producing  a  partial  paralysis  of  the  medulla  spinalis  and 
thereof  tiie  medulla  oblongata  and  of  the  nervous  centres,  and 
partly  by  its  influence  on  the  circulation  and  respiration.  Cramps 
sometime  set  in  and  if  the  spasm  is  of  the  glottis,  it  thus  produces 
death.  Gelseminum  doubtless,  in  some  way  affects  the  organs  of 
assimilation ;  particularly  depresses  the  organs  of  respiration,  in- 
terrupting the  functions  of  circulation  and  the  oxygenation  of  the 
1:)lood,  and  also  the  elimination  of  carbon  and  hydrogen  .from  the 
"blood.  The  wliole  of  the  processes  of  what  has  been  called  v^- 
et^ble  life  is  entirely  disturbed,  or  those  functions  which  depends 
upon  the  ax^vity  and  health  of  the  ganglionic  nervous  system,  and 
which  we  know  hold  intimate  relations  with  the  function  of  circu- 
latipn  and  assimilation.  £[ence,  it  makes  the  blood  less  nutritious 
88  well  a9  retards  assimilation.  The  heart  loses  its  power,  the 
poise  its  i&equencv  aind  resistance,  and  hence  follows  debility  with 
inipurity  of  the  blood.  The  activity  of  the  organs  of  respi- 
jpitic)!!  ginks  witli  the  depression  of  the  heart,  so  that  along  with 
|he  lessened  pulse  there  is  observed  a  reduced  force  and  frequency 
of  respiration  and  a  corresponding  depression  of  the  temperature 
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of  the  body.  Hands  and  feet  are  icy  cold.  In  one  of  my  trials, 
on  a  young  man  it  caused  a  partial  laming  of  the  sphincters  for 
some  time.  The  internal  administration  of  ether  and  the  application, 
of  tincture  of  arnica  removed  it 

{To  he  Continued.) 
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ELIXIRS    OF    CALISAYA   AND    CALISAYA    AND 

IRON. 


BY  X.   TONBB,   M.  D.,   ALBANY,   N.   Y. 


The  cinchona  barks  are  obtained  from  trees,  or  tall  shrubs,  which  are  found 
only  in  South  America,  in  the  higher  regions  of  the  Andes.  The  cinchonf|0 
bdong  to  the  natural  order  OinehonacecB  and  to  Pendria  Monogynia  of  Lin- 
siBUS.  Their  virtues  are  reported  to  have  been  discovered  by  the  IndiaQa,  • 
about  the  year  1500.  The  story  is,  that  an  Indian,  while  sick  of  the  fever, 
drank  of  the  waters  of  a  lake  in  Peru,  and  soon  recovered,  and  that  subse- 
quently so  many  were  cured  by  the  same  means  when  afflicted  similarly,  that 
the  water  came  to  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  fever  panacea.  On  m* 
vestigation,  it  was  found  the  water  owed  its  healing  powers  to  the  bark  of 
these  trees,  which  had  been  torn  up  in  great  abundance  by  an  earthquake  and 
&llen  into  it. 

Various  appellations,  from  time  to  time,  have  been  assigned  to  the  cincho- 
na tribe,  in  honor  of  the  individuals  who  introduc«d  it  into  their  respective 
countries,  or  sold  it  as  a  secret  nostrum.  Introduced  into  Europe  by  the 
Jesuits,  it  was  called  Jesuits'*  Barh,  or  Powder;  brought  to  Rome  by  a  Car- 
dinal after  him  it  received  the  epithet  Cardinal  del  Lugo''s  Powder ;  while 
in  France  it  might  have  been  heard  of  as  Talbor^s  Powders  and  English  Ren^ 
edy,  on  account  of  its  eminently  successful  employment  as  a  nostrum  in  the 
hands  of  Sir  Robert  Talbor.  But  the  systematic  designation  cinchona  was 
applied  to  the  genus  of  trees  producing  it  by  Linnseus,  in  1742,  in  honor  of 
the  Spanish  Viceroy ^s  lady,  the  Countess  de  Chincon,  who  was  cured  of  fever 
by  it  in  Lima,  about  1638.  She  w^s  among  the  first  to  test  its  febrifuge 
virtues. 

The  officinal  Peruvian  barks  are  cinchona  flava^  cinchona  pallada,  and  cin- 
ckona  rubra.  Their  proximate  principles  or  constituents  are  numerous,  but 
the  most  important  are  quinia^  einehonia^  quinoidia,  and  quinidia^  which  exist 
in  combination  with  kinic  and  red  cinchortanic  acids. 

The  yellow  bark  is  very  bitter,  almost  free  from  astringency,  and  is  com- 
paratively rich  in  quinia.  According  to  analysis  (Waring),  one  hundred 
grains  of  the  crude  material  should  yield  not  less  than  two  grains  of  this 
alkaloid.    The  chief  active  principle  of  the  pale  bark  is  cinchonine.    Two 
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hundred  grains  should  yield  not  less  than  two  grains  of  alkaloids.  The  red 
liark  possesses  quinine  and  cinchonine  in  about  equal  proportions;  one  hun" 
dred  grains  should  yield  not  less  than  two  grains  of  alkaloids. 

All  the  varieties  possess  tonic,  astringent,  and  antiperiodic  properties  and 
are  of  all  medicines  of  their  class,  the  most  powerful  and  uniform  in  their 
action.  Their  medicinal  utility  depends  upon  the  proportion  in  which  the 
alkaloids  are  present  in  them.  As  the  calisaya  cinchona  contains  the  greatest 
quantity  of  quinia,  and  the  least  amount  of  the  astringent  principle,  this 
species  receives  the  most  favor  with  physicians  as  an  antiperiodic  and  tonic. 

The  action  or  mode  of  action  of  the  calisaya  is  similar  to  the  action  on 
the  animal  system  of  either  of  the  other  varieties,  whether  in  its  tonic,  anti- 
periodic  or  sedative  action.  Its  action  upon  the  nervous  system  is  often 
evinced  by  a  sens 3  of  tension,  of  fullness,  or  slight  pain  in  the  head,  or  sing- 
ing in  the  head,  which  are  always  experienced  by  many  individuals,  when 
brought  completely  under  its  influence.  In  the  system  generally  it  acts  in 
some  way  which  we  don't  fully  understand,  correcting  those  influences  which 
are  probably  at  work  during  the  respective  stages  of  intermission.  In  the 
stomach,  the  bark  excites  in  a  short  time  warmth  in  the  epigastrium,  which 
in  Some  becomes  communicated  to  the  neighboring  parts. 

Though  possessing  a  three-fold  power,  bark  owes  its  world-wide  reputation 
to  its  antiperiodic  property ;  yet  it  is  not  employed  in  the  "intermittents" 
alone.  It  may  be  used  with  benefit  in  all  morbid  conditions  of  the  system, 
whatever  may  be  the  peculiar  modifications,  in  which  a  permanent  corrobo- 
rant effect  is  desirable,  provided  the  stomach  be  in  a  proper  state  for  its 
reception. 

The  physician,  contending,  as  he  frequently  has  to  do,  in  the  peculiar  class 
of  cases  to  which  this  drug  adapts  itself,  with  stomachs  easily  rovolted  by 
the  grosser  and  bulkier  medicines,  meets  with  insurmountable  objections  in 
the  crude  material ;  objections,  too,  which  have  thrown  many  a  valuable  in- 
strument to  combat  diseases  into  disuse,  practically.  1.  The  bark  is  intensely 
bitter.  This  property  renders  it,  per  se,  obnoxious  to  most  patients.  2.  The 
dose  required  to  be  given  in  order  to  produce  the  desired  effect  is  eiiormom^ 
giving  rise,  sometimes,  to  painful  and  intractable  disturbances  of  the  diges- 
tive apparatus.  As  a  tonic,  the  advised  dose  is  from  thirty  to  sixty  grains; 
as  an  antiperiodic,  the  quantity,  necessary  to  prevent  the  retiu^n  of  the  par- 
oxysms, varies  from  one  to  eight  drachms,  according  to  whether  the  attack 
is  simple  or  pernicious,  w^hether  the  patient  is  treated  in  or  at  a  distance  from 
a  miasmatic  locality. 

These  objections  have  led  the  profession,  through  Pharmaceutists,  to  reduce 
it  to  a  concentrated  and  palatable  remedy,  which  comes  to  us  from  the  ma- 
nipulations and  processes  of  the  laboratory  in  the  form  of  an  elixir.  The 
Elixir  of  Calisaya^  as  prepared  by  Tilden  &  Co.,  Pharmaceutists,  New  Leb- 
anon, N.  Y.,  is  certainly  an  elegant  medicine,  a  tonic  of  paramount  excellence 

So  far  as  our  observation  extends,  it  has  the  confidence  of  the  profession* 
and  deservedly  so.    In  all  the  diseases  and  complaints  in  which  the  crude 
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calisaya  is  beneficial,  the  Elixir  proves  an  agreeable  tonic,  invigorating  the 
system;  improving  the  appetite,  and  restoring  strength  to  the  weak  and  de- 
bilitated. In  low  or  typhoid  forms  of  disi  ase,  in  which  no  inflammation 
exists,  or  that  which  does  exist  has  been  moderated  l)y  proper  remedies,  or 
passed  into  the  suppurative  stage,  this  drug  is  often  of  the  greatest  advant- 
age in  supporting  the  system  till  the  morbid  action  ceases.  Hence  its  use  in 
the  latter  stages  of  typhus  gravior,  in  malignant  scarlatina,  measles,  small- 
pox, in  carbuncles  ana  gangrenous  erysipelas,  and  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
system  is  exhausted  under  large  purulent  discharges,  and  the  tendencyof  the 
affection  is  toward  recovery.  As  a  tonic  there  is  hardly  a  disease  or  com- 
plaint connected  with  debility  in  which  this  elixir  may  not  be  employed  with 
advantage.  No  better  tonic  is  recommended  in  scrofula,  dropsy,  in  obstinate 
cutaneous  affections,  chorea,  and  certain  forms  of  dyspepsia — invigorating 
the  system,  improving  the  appetite,  and  restoring  strength  to  the  weak  and 
debilitated.  The  strength  of  the  preparation  made  by  Tilden  &  Co.,  con- 
tains forty  grains  of  the  bark  to  the  ounce.  Were  we  called  upon  to  rec- 
ommend a  vegetable  tonic,  we  should  unhesitatingly  commend  to  all  physi- 
cians the  Elixir  of  Calisaya  prepared  l)y  the  above  named  pharmaceutists. 
"We  have  used  it  in  our  own  practice  with  uniformly  gratifying  results,  hav- 
ing never  known  it  to  disappoint. 

The  Elixir  of  Calisaya  and  Iron  is  another  (excellent  tonic.  It  is  prepared 
by  the  same  house,  and  contains  in  every  fluid  ounce  thirty  grains  of  calisaya 
and  twelve  grains  of  iron.  The  iron  which  enters  into  this  preparation  is 
the  pyrophosphate,  acceptable  to  the  most  delicate  stomach,  easily  assimi- 
lated, and  has  no  tendency  to  pervert  the  intestinal  secretions,  which  is  the 
result  of  most  chalybeates.  This  preparation  is  particularly  beneficial  in 
nearly  every  case  of  debility  partaking  of  the  anromic  condition,  in  leucocy- 
themia  w^hen  there  is  a  deficiency  of  ha?matine  in  theblo  od  corpuscles.  In 
many  cases^  of  defective  osseous  formation  and  nervous  degeneration,  no 
more  available  adjuvant  has  been  suggested. 

Words  seem  too  tame  to  adequately  portray  the  advantages  these  two  val- 
uable preparations  possess  over  the  crude  materials.  We  are  confident  when 
once  the  physician  uses  these  elixirs,  ^e  will  never  think  his  medical  Armen- 
tarium  complete  without  them. —  Chicago  Med.  Journal. 


♦  ■»• 


DYSENTERY  TREATED  BY  NUX  VOMICA. 


BY  WM.    M.   CORNELL,    M.   D.,   LL.D. 


Br.  Miner  :  I  have  not  forgotten  my  promise  to  write  out  for  your  val- 
uable Journal  those  cases  of  disease  of  the  throat  and  lungs,  treated  by 
inhalation  of  atomized  fluids,  which  I  promised  you,  but  circumstances  have 
hitherto  prevented.    You  have  noticed  in  the  medical  journals  lately,  tho 
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treittmant  of  dysentery  hy  n/ux  vomica^  as  thoagh  it  were  something  ne^. 
But,  in  this  respect,  "  the  thing  that  is,  is  that  which  has  beeh.^^ 

In  1848, 1  attended  and  reported  the  following  cases,  which  may  be  found 
in  the  fourth  volume,  p.  295,  of  the  Charleston  (S,  0.)  Medical  Journal, 
published  in  1849.  It  may  be  useful  to  re-publish  them  in  your  Journal.  I 
i^ay  add,  I  have  treated  dysentery  in  the  same  way  ever  since,  now  twenty 
years. 

T^n  C4ues  of  Epidemic  Dyeentery  siieeeasfuUy  treated  by  Nnx  Vomica^, 
— ^In  August,  September,  and  the  early  part  of  October,  1848,  the  dysentery, 
prevailed  more  in  the  vicmity  of  Boston,  and  proved  more  fatal  than  it  had 

been  for  many  years.    In  the  village  of  8 ,  where  I  was  spending  my 

nights,  at  this  season,  it  was  very  prevalent,  and  in  many  cases  proved  fataL 
The  usual  remedies  seemed  to  produce  no  good  effect.  The  disease  ran  a 
rapid  course  into  a  putrid  stage,  and  death  ensued.  This  was,  more  espec- 
ially, the  case  witli  children,  among  whom  it  prevailed  more  than  among, 
adults.  Almost  all  who  were  atti  eked  between  the  ages  of  six  months  and, 
four  years,  died. 

The  town  of  8 ,  though  elevated  several  hundred  feet  above  the  level 

of  the  sea,  lies  nevertl^eless,  in  a  valley,  and  the  reflection  of  the  sun  froni 
the  surrounding  hills  produced  a  hig£  temperature  during  the  day,  and  the 
evaporation  from  stagnant  water  in  the  valley  lowered  the  temperature  much 
at  night.  There  was  often  a  difference  of  twenty  degrees  between  the  day, 
and  the  night.  This,  in  my  opinion,  accounted  for  the  prevalence  of  the 
disease.  I  think  such  locations  much  more  liable  to  dysentery  than  those 
where  the  thermometer  shows  but  a  little  difference  between  the  day  and, 
the  night. 

The  following  was  the  general  course  of  the  symptoms — there  were,  how- 
ever, some  sporadic  variations :  At  the  first,  slight  chills,  soon  followed  by  a 
low  grade  of  fever ;  a  hard,  frequent  jerking,  though  not  full  puls^ ;  frequent 
discharges  of  blood  and  mucous,  with  griping  pains  in  the  bowels,  and  con- 
stant pain  in  the  loins ;  no  pain  in  the  head,  skin  rough  and  dry ;  urine  high 
colored  and  scanty.  The  colon  and  rectum  seemed  to  be  the  chief  seat  of 
the  disease.  There  was  little  or  no  bile  mingled  with  the  stools.  With  the 
children,  especially,  the  disease  ran  speedily  into  a  putrid  type.  All  the 
medicines  usually  employed  in  dysentery — castor  oil  and  laudanum,  opium 
and  ipecac,  acetate  of  lead,  kino,  sulphate  of  magnesia,  sulphate  of  soda, 
tartrate  of  potassa  and  soda,  comp.  powder  of  jalap,  and  the  whole  range 
of  diaphoretics,  wild  strawberry,  black  berry,  etc.,  all  were  tried,  but  appar- 
ently did  no  good.  The  physician  of  the  village  said  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
called  to  a  case,  for  they  all  died. 

In  this  state  of  things,  I  was  led  to  look  around  for  some  other  medicine, 
and  turning  over  all  the  books  of  my  medical  library — not  a  very  small  one 
—I  hit  upon  the  following  passage  in  the  first  volume  of  John  Samstrong's 
works,  of  London,  p.  419;  "A  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Qeorge  Vaut,  of  J^wicbf 
has  tried  a  remedy  in  dysentery  for  sixteen  years,  in  about  two  hundred  caaefi^. 
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and  the  result  has  been  successful,  and  so  remarkably  uniform,  that  I  feel  it 
ray  duty  to  mention  the  treatment  here.  (This  was  to  his  medical  class.) 
This  gentleman  gives  in  dysentery,  or  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane 
about  the  colon,  seven  grains  of  nux  vomica  thrice,  daily.  It  neither  purges 
nor  constipates,  but  removes  the  inflammation,  and  healthy  evacuations 
follow.  Mi.  Vaut,  who  resides  in  London,  bears  similar  testimony  to  the 
value  of  this  remedy,  and  I  strongly  recommend  it  to  your  notice.  I  shall 
certainly  try  it  in  the  next  case  I  meet  with.  It  seems  to  operate  as  a  sort 
of  specific.  It  was  first  mentioned  by  Hagstrem,  and  has  been  very  much 
neglected  since  his  day." 

Upon  reading  the  above,  I  immediately  determined,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces above  stated,  to  make  trial  of  the  nux.  I  did  so,  and  gave  it  in  the  full 
dose  of  seven  grains,  thrice,  daily,  to  adults,  and  firom  one  to  four  grains  to 
children,  in  proportion  to  their  ages.  The  result  was  most  happy.  Kot  a 
patient  who  was  treated  with  this  medicine  died.  It  was  prescribed  in  ten 
cases,  within  three  or  four  weeks,  and  all  recovered.  No  cathartic  medicine 
was  given,  except  teaspoonful  doses  of  hitartrate  ofpotaasa  in  a  few  cases. 

It  would  be  presumption  to  say  that  this  medicine  is  a  perfect  specific  fbr 
dysentery  in  all  cases.  Indeed,  I  am  &r  from  having  much  confidence  in 
specifics  generally ;  but,  I  am  constrained  to  say,  that  the  above  named  med- 
icine altogether  exceeded  my  expectations,  and  I  earnestly  recommend  a 
trial  of  it  in  dysentery. 

I  had  one  case  of  which  I  almoin  despaired  before  using  the  nux.  But 
the  patient  recovered  under  its  use.  I  hope  the  profession  will  give  this 
medicine  fair  trial.  I  tried  the  strychnine,  but  it  did  not  succeed  so  well  as^ 
the  nux. — Buffalo  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


-♦-►• 


ON  THE'  PHYSIOLOO-ICAL  ACTION    AND    THER- 
APEUTICAL   USES    OF    CONIUM. 


BY  DR.   J.   HARLEY, 

Assistant  Physician  King^s  College  Hospital. 


Physiological  Action, — Hemlock  acts  as  a  depressor  of  the  muscular  move- 
ments, but  the  effect  is  infiuenc^d  by  the  state  of  the  muscles,  whether  they 
are  in  action  or  at  rest.  If  a  vigorous  adult  man  take  five  or  six  fiuid  drachms 
of  the  succus  conii  and  then  start  on  a  long  walk,  in  half  or  three  quarters 
an  hour  he  experiences  a  feeling  of  tiredness,  especially  in  the  knees  and 
hamstrings.  He  may  still  continue  to  walk,  feeling  powerless,  with  some 
giddiness,  and  feeling  of  heaviness  over  his  ^yes ;  i^  an  hi'ur  the  sense  of 
fiitigae  h^  gone,  o%  a^d  in  another  hour  he  is  as  a<^tive  as  ever.  If  five, 
fliij[(i  dr{^h]|qM9;aad  a  half  be  l^aken  and  he  remain.  9^  ];est,  the  eyes  become 
flfijBt  affdpted — ^the  ac^yusting  ftmctipn  is  ijqiterfered  with — ^then  succeed  drow- 
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siness  and  dilitation  of  tlie  pupils,  then  weakness  of  the  legs ;  he  bccotnes 
cold,  pale,  and  tottering ;  the  pulse  is  regular  and  of  undiminished  force  and 
yolume ;  there  is  a  diminution  of  muscular  power  in  every  part  of  the  mus- 
cular system,  and  almost  paralysis  of  the  hamstrings  and  levator  palpebraE;. 
These  symptoms  are  at  their  maximum  about  two  hours  after  taking  the 
dose,  and  have  quite  disappeared  in  three  hours'  and  a  half.  The  succus  was 
administered  to  several  persons  in  doses  of  from  three  fluid  drachms  to  one 
fluid  ounce  with  similar  symptoms,  but  in  doses  short  of  three  or  four  fluid 
drachms  there  is  no  appreciable  symptom.  The  action  is  uniform  and  inva- 
riable in  man  and  in  all  other  animals.  There  is  depression  of  the  motor, 
function  of  the  third  nerve,  a  lazy  movement  of  the  eyes,  and  sometimes 
strabismus,  with  imperfect  adjustrncLt  of  the  refracting  media  of  the  eye. 
The  efiects  are  quite  distinct  from  those  of  alcohol — the  latter  acts  on  the 
motor  system  only  secondarily,  and  does  not  aifect  the  action  of  conium. 
The  full  action  of  hemlock  is  as'.eep  ;  it  is  to  the  corpora  striata,  the  smaller 
nervous  centres,  and  the  whole  of  the  motor  tract,  just  what  opium  is  to  the 
brain — i1  tranquillizes  and  renovates  the  whole  muscular  system.  At  first  it 
appears  to  paralyze  this,  but  it  is  really  a  tonic  for  Dr.  Ilarley  administered 
conium  in  full  doses  for  months,  and  found  the  condition  of  the  bodv  was 
improved.  T'ae  action  of  conium  is  influenced  by  the  muscular  activity 
more  than  by  the  muscular  power.  The  sedentary  with  aljundance  of  strengh 
are  more  affected  than  the  delicate  but  active.  A  delicate  child  will  often  take 
as  much  as  would  reduce  some  strong  men  to  a  tottering  condition.  Hence 
the  dose  of  conium  must  be  proportioned  to  the  degree  of  motor  activity  of 
the  individual,  whether  child  or  adult ;  in  fact,  it  might  almost  be  said  that 
by  conium  we  might  measure  the  bodily  activity  of  the  individual.  Hem- 
lock has  no  pure  cerebral  effects  ;  the  irritability  of  the  spinal  cord  is  dimin- 
ished; there  is  no  evidence  of  distinct  interference  with  the  sensory 
functions. 

Mode  of  Action  oh  the  iSyhtem. — In  thirteen  cases  in  which  it  was  admin- 
istered the  secretion  of  urine  was  in  no  way  altered.  By  acting  on  the  mixed 
urine  of  three  cases,  both  before  and  after  taking  the  drug,  with  potash, 
there  was  in  both  mixtures  a  similar  smell  of  conia;  hence  it  is  not  elimin- 
ated by  the  kidneys,  and  could  not  be  detected  in  the  breath  or  focces.  It 
has  no  direct  action  on  the  sympathetic,  but  nutrition  is  improved.  Pain  in 
cancer  is  diminished,  probably  from  relaxation  of  muscular  fibies,  as  the 
division  of  neighboring  muscular  fibres  relieves  irritable  ulcers.  A  dose  of 
conium  which  falls  far  short  of  physiological  effects  is  of  no  more  use  than 
a  dose  of  two  grains  of  quinine  in  ague.  He  attributed  the  neglect  of 
conium  as  useless,  to  the  administration  of  too  small  doses. 

TTierapeutical  Uses. — There  was  only  time  to  refer  to  its  beneficial  action 
in  the  convulsive  diseases  of  children.  It  is  pre-eminently  a  children's  remedy. 
He  gave  it  to  a  child  one  and  three-quarters  years  old  suffering  f^om  laryn- 
gismus stridulus  and  convulsive  cough  on  excitement;  he  began  with  twenty 
minims,  then  thirty  minims,  forty  minims,  and  increased  it  up  to  two  fluid 
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drachms  and  a  half.  There  was  no  appreciable  effect  till  he  took  forty  or 
fifty  minims.  There  was  one  attack  in  the  first  five  weeks  (T)reviously  one- 
in  two  weeks),  and  the  child  completely  recovered.  In  another  case  there 
was  a  complete  tetanic  condition  of  the  muscles  of  the  feet,  with  hyperses- 
thesia,  drawing  in  of  thumbs,  contraction  of  hamstrings,  &c.,  in  a  child  two 
and  three-fourths  years  old ;  there  were  tetanic  attacks  every  now  ard  then, 
lasting  from  five  minutes  to  several  hours.  It  got  better  imder  the  use  of 
conium,  but  having  omitted  it  for  a  time,  relapsed,  but  on  resuming  it  com- 
pletely recovered. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  March  21,  1868,  jp.  325. 
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Iodoform. — This  substance,  though  rocommended  to  the  profession  sev- 
eral years  ago,  has  but  recently  been  used  to  any  extent.  Chemically  it  is  a 
ter-iodide  of  formyl,  diflering  from  chloroform  only  in  the  substitution  of 
iodme  for  chlorine.  In  appearance  it  very  much  resembles  broken  and  par- 
tially pulverized  roll  sulphur;  its  taste  is  sweet;  it  is  insoluble  in  water,  but 
soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether.  Its  medicinal  qualities  are  tonic,  stimulant* 
alterative,  and  anassthetic,  although  in  the  latter  respect  it  bears  no  compar- 
ison to  chloroform,  except  in  its  local  effects,  which  are  so  marked  as,  when 
applied  by  suppository  to  the  rectum,  to  permit  defecation  without  the' 
knowledge  of  the  patient.     It  is  similar  to  iodine  in  its  therapeutic  uses. 

The  above  remarks  are  made  in  introduction  to  some  extracts  from  the 
Paris  letters  of  the  Philadelphia  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter.  In  the  service  of 
M.  Demarquay,  iodoform  has  been  used  with  remarkable  effect  in  cancer  of 
the  uterus.  A  woman  perfectly  exhausted  with  hemorrhage  and  pain,  and 
I  having  a  basselated  tumor  occupying  the  urerine  orifice,  was  ordered  a  vag- 
inal suppository  of  cocoa  butter  and  iodoform,  two  and  a  half  drachms  of 
the  former  to  eight  gi-ains  of  the  latter,  "  During  four  or  five  days  no  ben- 
efit was  derived  from  this  treatment,  but  on  the  sixth,  the  suppository  was 
pushed  into  a  cavity  of  the  tumor,  and  from  that  day  the  pains  ceased  as  if 
by  enchantment.  Certain  digestive  troubles  disappeared,  the  patient's  ap- 
petite and  sleep  returned,  and  very  soon  she  found  herself  so  completely 
comfortable  that  she  had  no  doubt  of  her  rapid  recovery.  The  suppository 
was  introduced  every  two  days  for  three  months,  and  the  comfort  of  the 
patient  was  undisturbed  to  the  last  moment."  In  another  case  not  yet  ter- 
minated, the  remission  of  suffering  was  as  complete.  Instead  of  the  suppos- 
itory, an  emulsion  of  one  part  of  tincture  of  iodoform  to  four  of  glycerine 
may  be  applied  upon  lint.    Those  applications  should  not  be  made  until  the 
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inflammatory  period  has  passed.  ^^M.  Besnier  employed  finely  pulverized 
iodoform  upon  the  surface  of  fresh  wounds  cicatrizing  slowly,  upon  syphilitic 
ulcerations,  especially  the  soft  chancre,  and  upon  the  open  sur&ce  of  can- 
cers. The  first  application  was  made  uppn  a  soft  chancre  of  the  gland,  and 
Upon  chancres  produced  artificially  on  the^t*  igh  by  inoculation.  The  sharp 
pain  of  these  ulcers  was  manifestly  calmed  by  the  iodoform,  and  cicatrization 
set  in  with  remarkable  rapidity.  Shortly  afterward,  a  patient,  whose  breast 
was  occupied  by  a  vast  cancerous  ulcer,  was  treated  by  daily  applications  of 
the  powder,  and  even  here  a  process  of  cicatrization  commenced,  but  the 
patient  was  subsequently  lost  sight  of.  Still  a  third  case — this,  as  in  the 
first,  a  soft  chancre  of  the  gland — in  which  cicatrization  seemed  obstinately 
delayed,  was  cured  by  application  of  the  iodoform. 

"  M.  Besnier  does  not  venture  to  draw  absolute  conclusions  from  so  small  a 
number  of  facts,  but  he  believes  that  iodoform  should  certainly  always  be 
tried  in  the  various  affections  of  mucous  membranes,  especially  the  nasal 
pharygeal,  and  vaginal ;  in  cancerous  ulcerations  of  the  uterus  and  other 
regions,  and  in  varicose  and  typhoid  ulcerations  of  the  skin." — PcLcific  Med, 
and  Surg,  JoumaL, 

Bbohide  of  Potassium  and  Aktimony  in  PtJKRpERAL  Convulsions. — 
Dr.  T.  K  Simmons  (Philadelpha  Med.  and  Surp,  Reporter)  reports  a  case 
of  violent  puerperal  convulsions,  in  which  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  had 
failed,  cured  by  bromid.  potass,  and  tart.  ant.  et  pot — forty  grains  of  the 
former  with  one  half  grain  of  the  latter  at  first,  and  then  ten  grains  bromide 
with  one-half  grain  ant.  every  hour  or  two  until  six  doses  in  all  had  been 
taken.  The  convulsions  gradually  subsided  and  couvalescence  was  rapid* 
He  recommends  the  same  combination  in  delirium  tremens,  sometimes  addl- 
ing a  small  quantity  of  morphia. — Idem, 

Bismuth  in  Diarrhcea. — The  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Med,  and  Surg- 
Reporter  gives  the  following  advice  to  a  correspondent :  "  In  case  of  chronic 
diarrhoea  in  a  child,  which  has  been  so  obstinate  and  resisted  all  treatment, 
we  would  suggest  that  you  treat  with  large  doses  of  subnitrate  of  bismuth, 
commencing  with  half  an  ounce  a  day  and  increasing  one  drachm  daily  until 
one  ounce  a  day  is  taken.  This  has  succeeded  in  some  remarkably  resistant 
instances." — Idem. 

Glycerine. — The  solvent  power  of  glycerine  upon  several  substances 
commonly  used  in  medicine  and  the  arts,  is  as  follows :  One  part  of  sulphur 
requires  2000  parts  of  glycerine ;  iodine,  100  parts ;  red  iodide  of  mercury, 
340  parts ;  corrosive  sublimate,  14  parts ;  sulphate  of  quinine,  48  parts ; 
tannin  6  parts ;  veratria  96  parts ;  atropia,  50  parts ;  hydrochlorate  of  mor- 
phia, 19  parts;  tartar  emetic,  50  parts;  iodide  of  sulphur,  60  parts;  iodide  of 
potassium,  3  parts ;  sulphide  of  potassium,  10  parts. — Med,  and  Burg,  Be  - 
porper,. 
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GossYPPiuM  AS  AN  Emmbnagogue  AND  Paetubifacibnt. — Dr.  Bellamy, 

of  Columbus,  Ga.,  says  of  the  common  cotton-plant,  gossypium ;  (Atlanta 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal)  ^*  I  am  fUlly  satisfied,  from  the  experiments  and 

impartial  tests  I  have  given  the  remedy,  that  it  is  Ailly  equal,  if  not  superior 
to  ergot  in  promoting  the  various  functions  of  the  uterine  organs.  I  look 
upon  it  as  a  sure,  speedy,  and  safe  remedy,  not  only  for  difficult,  pain^l, 
contracted  labors,  but  also  to  control  all  the  irregularities  of  females,  and  to 
alleviate  their  peculiar  monthly  sufferings.  It  is  very  certain  that  its  effects 
are  so  powerful  upon  the  uterne  system  as  to  produce  miscarriage,  if  admin- 
istered during  pregnancy.  I  feel  that  its  merits  cannot  be  too  highy  extolled, 
and  deem  it  too  valuable  a  remedy  to  remain  hidden  in  the  depths  of  ob- 
scurity. I  consider  it  preferable  to  ergot.  The  proper  time  to  gather  the 
root  is  when  it  is  eld  as  possible,  without  being  injured  by  the  severe  frosts : 
therefore  it  is  best  when  gathered  during  the  months  of  October  and  No- 
vember." 

CuiiABiLiTY  OP  DBLmnm  Trbhbns  by  the  Application  op  the 
Spinal  Ice-bag. — ^In  a  paper  read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  the  College 
of  Physicians  of  Ireland,  Mr.  D.  B.  Hewitt  gave  an  interesting  account  of  a 
case  of  delirium  tremens  treated  succssfully  by  the  spinal  ice-bag,  applied 
irom  the  fourth  cervical  down  to  the  upper  lumbar.  Soon  the  patient  fell 
asleep,  and  slept  soundly  two  houie^  The  patient  immediately  commenced 
to  recover,  the  appetite  returned,  and  a  liberal  diet  was  given  without  stim- 
ulants. The  ice-bag  was  applied  thrice  daily  for  three  days,  during  which 
he  slept  the  greater  part  of  the  Ume.  . 

The  following  phenomena  were  observed  by  Mr.  H :  1.  Sleep  was  the 
iinmediate  consequence.  2.  T^e  disappearance  of  the  tremor^.  8.  The  viais- 
cnlar  action  was  regulated  by  its  use.  4.  Sweating  ceased.  6.  The  temper 
ature  of  the  body  was  increased,  with  a  return  of  the  natural  color  to  the 
fiwje. — Med,  Press  cmd  Circular, — Med,  Record. 

DiPHTHEBiA. — ^Dr.  DeLaskie  Miller  (Chicago  Med,  Journal)  advocates  the 
following  prescription  as  being  anti-septic,  tonic,  restorative  and  eliminative : 

B.    Tr.  Ferri  Chloridi  I     --  _.. 

Potas.CWorat.      ]    ^ '^ij. 

Morph.  Muriat gr.  j. 

Ac.  Muriatic  Dil 3^. 

Aq.  Distill |ij. 

Syrupi S  iij. 

A  teaspoonful  should  be  given  every  second  or  third  hour ;  or,  in  severe 
cases,  every  hour  without  dilution.  It  also  makes  an  efficient  local  applica^ 
tidn. — Med.  Record. 

Sulphate  of  Zinc  in  Dtbpbpsia. — ^Dr.  Gillespie  recomm^dstheuse  of 
the  sulphate  of  zinc  in  dyspepsia  in  doses  of  half  a  grain  gradually  increased 
to  two  grains,  three  times  a  day,  combined  with  opium  or  hyoscyamus,  at 
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the  same  time  regulating  the  diet.    He  thinks  this  drug  "  as  safe  and  sure  as 
quinine  in  intermittents." — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. — Idem. 

m  ■ 

Pruritus  Vulv^. — Prof.  Maughs  has  found  hyd.  ch.  cor.  gij.-ij.  h.  tr. 
cantharid.  |  i.  an  efficient  remedy  for  this  and  other  forms  of  pruritus  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  genitals. — Med.  Record. 

Earache. — Dr.  D.  D.  Spear  recommends  the  tr.  of  digitalis  in  this  affec- 
tion. His  recommendation  is  to  drop  one  or  two  drops  into  the  ear  and  then 
exclude  the  air  with  a  piece  of  dry  cotton. — Biehmond  and  Louisville  Med. 
Journal. — Idem. 
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BY   THEODORE   C.   MILLER,   M.   D. 
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Etherial  Oil  of  Sassafras  in  Intermittents. — Eleven 
cases  of  intermittents  whicli  resisted  the  common  course  of  med- 
ication with  quinia,  came  under  my  treatment,  and  I  gave  oil  of 
sassafras  from  two  to  four  drops  four  times  daily  during  the  opyg- 
nesia.  I  succeeded  in  eight  cases :  the  other  three  resisting,  I  gave 
the  following  with  quinia : 

1^.     Olei  Sassafras    -                 .                 -        -         3i. 
Opii  Deodoriz.  Fluid     ....  3  i 

SulpL  Deltheris, 3  i. 

M.  S.     From  twenty  to  thirty  drops  four  times  daily. 

Euphorbia  Ipecacuanha  in  Intermittents. — ^In  several 
cases  of  obstinate  intermittents  I  have  prescribed  the  fluid  extract 
of  the  American  ipecacuanha  with  much  success,  so  that  it  caused 
neither  nausea  or  vomiting. 

GiLLENiA  Trifoliata  IN  INTERMITTENTS. — Under  the  same 
conditions  as  above  I  gave  the  fluid  extract  of  Indian  physic  to 
five  drops  four  times  daily,  causing  a  permanent  cure.  , 

•    Carbolic  Acid  in  Intermittents. — In  some  cases  of  inter- 
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mittents  I  gave  one  drop  of  caxbolic  acid  in  pill  form,  in  the 
Quotodian  and  Tertian  form,  with  great  successl 

Liquor  Bismuth  in  Intermittents. — This  liquor  in  combi- 
nation with  qninia  is  highly  valuable  in  intermittents. 

Elixir  Calisaya,  Iron  and  Bismuth;  Elixir  Calisaya, 
Iron  and  Strychnia;  Elixir  Protoxide  6f  Iron  anp 
QuiNiA. — I  have  made  repeated  trials  with  these  preparations  in 
stubborn  cases  of  interaiittents  and  I  succeeded  admirably. 

Syrup  of  Iodide  of  Lime  in  Chronic  Catarrh  of  the 
Mucous  Coat  of  the  Stomach. — I  tried  syrup  of  iodide  of 
lime  in  two  cases  after  the  patients  had  been  emaciated  to  a  *'  skel- 
eton.'^     The  results  were  all  I  could  desire. 

Elixir  Iodide  of  Lime  and  Protoxide  of  Iron  in  Ob- 
stinate Chronic  Vomiting. — In  a  very  bad  case  of  this  kind  I 
restored  the  patient  entirely  with  the  above  remedy. 

Bismuth  Valerianate  in  Intermittent^ — Combined  with 
belladonna  and  quinia  I  found  it  excellent  in  stubborn  cases  of  the 
Quartan  type. 

After  Treatment  for  Intermittents. — 

5t.     Fluid  Extract  Aven's  Boot,        .        -  -         ^j 
"          "      Orange  Peel,     -        -        -        -     5j 

Distilled  Water  of  Calamus,       -         ■  -         5  viiss 
Fluid  Extract  of  Wild*  CheiTy,      -         -         -     5  ss 
M.  S.     One  tablespoonfiil  every  three  houra. 
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The  publication  of  this  work  has  been  unavoidably  delayed.  We 
had  hoped  to  have  it  ready  for  distribution  early  in  November, 
as  stated  in  Prospectus.  It  is  now  in  Press  and  will  be  issued  the 
early  part  of  December. 


SPRING  NO.  6,  OF  HOT  SPRINGS,  ARK. 

P.  H.  Ellsworth,  physician  and  surgeon,  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  sends  us 
the  following  analysis  of  the  solid  constituents  of  the  water  of  Spring  No. 
6,  temperature  148**  F.;  made  by  E.  H.  Larkins,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  18, 1859. 
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Mineral  constituents  %%  grains  per  gallon. 
Per  centage. 

Silicic  acid .* 24.74 

Sesquioxide  oi  iron .•; . . . : 1.21 

Alumina * 5.15 

Lime . ; 28.83 

Magnesia ; 73 

Chlorine 07 

Carbonic  acid ...../....;,..::.. 21.56 

Organic  matter 8.81 

Water. T ^      1.72 

Sulphuric  acid 4.4^ 

Potassa 1.46 

Soda. • 2.01 

Total..    .....;. ...:... .100.00 

ST.  LOUIS  COLLEGE  OP  PHARMACY. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Course  of  In8tru9tion  in  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Phar- 
macy opened  on  the  first  of  the  present  month  and  will  continue  till  Marcfi 
1, 1869. 

T^e  Faculty  is  composed  of  the  followinjg  gentleman : 

D.  F.  PoTTSSB,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Botany,  and  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

HUBBBT  PRIMM,  PH.   D., 

Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Pharmacy. 

F.  MoAnsLB,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Chemistry. 

JuilTiN  Stkeb,  M.  D., 
Assistant  and  Professor  of' Pharmacy  and  Chemistry. 

Tickets  for  the  entire  Course ^ $80.00 

Matriculation  Fee  (paid  but  once) 2.00 

Graduating  Fee , 5.00 

The  Record  of  this  institution  in  aJSbrding  every  facility  to  students  in  the 
pursidt  of  their  studies,  in  talented  instructors,  in  museum  and  cabinet,  !h 
chemical  and  philosophical  apparatus,  in  fine,  in  ereryiidng  tMt  teifdB  to- 
wards the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  pharmaceulical  education,  reoinn- 
inends  it  to  the  attention  of  evexy-  student  entering  upon  thestudy  of 
pharmacy. 

Correspondents  will  oblige  by  w^ting  plainly  their  Namu^  ^P'^ 
Cowiity  and  State,  We  are  frequenUy  unable  to  answer  letters  beoavsi 
these  are  omitted. 


THE 


mtml  ffil 


OSVOTXB   TO 


KiTEBIA  MEDIOA,  FHAttlfAOT  AKD  OHEMIS^T. 


tdtmi 


Nor:  &  ±)fic. 


bios.  11  &  18. 


■  > 


A9^ 


l(i»;Mli|ii: 


CHIMAPHILA   UMBEaUl^T^. 


BT  JOSEPH  BAT18,  X.  D. 


Natxtral  Obdeb,  Mncaceoe,  of  DecandoUe 

IdiKSfey  placed  it  in  the  Katural  Order  Pyrolacca^ 

Sexual  System,  Decandria  Monogynia. 

SYKONTMS.-01iimapliilaB  vel  chimopMlae  lunbellataB  folia,  chiin- 
apLilse  coiymbosae  folia,  pyrote,  pyrola  uinbellataa' folia,  wintier- 
green,  uinbellated  wintergreen,  prince's  pine,  ground  boUy,  eta 

Descriptioit.     Generic   Character. — Calyx,  5-parted,-    petaLsj, 

5 ;  antbers  beaked,   with  two  pores  at  tbe  base  before,  and  at 

the  top  after  the  opening  of  the  flower;  style  immersed;  stigma 

thick)  orbiculate;  capsule  5-celled,  dehiscent  at  the  angles  near 

the  summit 
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Specific  Character. -Flowers  corymbed  or  umbellakJ,  white, 
appear  in  June  and  July.  Top  and  root  perennial  Rhizome 
woody,  creeping.  Stems  ascending,  somewhat  angular,  marked 
with  the  scars  of  former  leaves.  Leaves  serrate,  unifoiTily  gre^n, 
wedge-lanceolate,  with  an  acute  base ;  scape,  corymbed ;  filaments, 
glabrous. 

Habitat — This  plant  is  indigenous  in  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  Asia  and  America, 

History. — The  leaves  of  chimaphila  are  said  to  have  long  been 
used  by  the  Indians  of  this  continent,  and  from  them  the  Ameri- 
can physician  was  induced  to  employ  them.  Dr.  Lee  observes 
that  "  this  plant  seems  to  have  been  extensively  employed  by  the 
Lidians  in  a  variety  of  diseases  before  it  was  adopted  by  the  med- 
ical- profession."  He  gives  us  to  understand  that  they  employed 
it  chiefly  in  the  very  cases  in  which  it  is  used  at  the  present  day, 
viz :  scrofula,  dropsy,  rheumatism,  and  affections  of  the  kidneys 
and  urinary  passages.  The  first  regular  treatise  respecting  this 
Dlant  is  said  to  have  been  a  thesis  of  Dr.  Mitchell,  published  in 
the  year  1803  (Dimglison.)  In  Canada,  Dr.  D.  says :  "  It  is  said 
to  have  been  long  used  in  diseases  of  the  urinary  passages,  espec- 
ially calculus."  Dr.  Somerville  published  a  paper  upon  the  prop- 
erties and  employment  of  this  agent  in  1814 ;  from  that  date  the 
mrdioine  has  been  much  employed,  and  its  virtues  generally  re- 
cognized. Several  years  since  it  was  admitted  into  the  pharmaco- 
poeia of  the  United  States. 

Part  Used. — All  parts  of  the  plant  are  endowed  with  active 
properties.    The  leaves  and  stems  are  kept  in  the  shops. 

pROPERTiEa — The  whole  plant  is  astringent,  tonic,  and  diuretic. 
It  is  spoken  of  as  increasing  the  appetite,  improving  the  digestion, 
and  manifesting  its  action  upon  the  secretions  of  the  kidneya 
The  urine  under  its  use  becomes  dark  and  has  the  peculiar  odor  of 
the  plant,  showing  that  the  actiye  principles  are  absorbed  into  the 
system.  It  not  only  increases  the  secretions  of  urine,  but  retains 
its  influence  upon  the  kidneys  for  some  tuna  Dr.  Somerville  says 
"it  occasionally  acts  as  a  tonic,  and  in  all  cases  is  free  from  those  of- 
fensive and  even  deleterious  qualities  which  frequently  interdict 
the  application  of  some  of  the  most  powerful  diuretics."  In  many 
respects  it  closely  resembles  uva  ursi,  and  one  agent  may  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  other ;    but  the  chimaphila  is  the  more  acceptable 
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to  the  stomach.     It  contams  tannic  and  perhaps  gallic  acids,  and 

eighteen  per  cent  of  extractive  (Waring.)    Dr.  Lee,  in  v.  1,  p.  290, 

of  the  JouBNAL  OF  Mateeia  Medica,  has  given  the  chemical 

composition  or  analysis  of  this  plant     According  to  this,  in  seven 

thousand  parts,  we  have: — 

"  Organic  matter,     ...        -        6488. 

Inorganic,  -        -        -  .        -      612. 


7000 

Per  cent 

Gum  and  albumen, 280.08  3.286 

Sugar, 181.28  2.589 

Starch, 33.92  0.484 

Extractive, 349.92  4.998 

Tannin,       -        - 347.28  4.961 

Particular  principles, 1002.68  14.295 

Chlorophyl, 444.00  6.342 

Soluble  salts, -      82.88  L184 

Insoluble  " 429.12  6.130 

ligneous,  &a, 38.998  65.731 


7000.00    100.000 

There  is  a  peculiar  bitter  principle  in  this  plant  as  well  83  the 

other  specie&    C.  maculata  (spotted  wintergreen)  to  which  the 

name  chimaphilin  may  be  given.    It  is  included  among  the  'par- 

ticTilar '  principles  or  *  extractive '  in  the  above  aqalysia" 

Therapeutic  UsEa  Dbopsy. — ^Dr.  Bigelow  prefers  the  genus 
pyrola  for  this  plant  rather  than  chimaphila.  He  observes  in  v.  2, 
p.  22,  of  his  Matebia  Medica  :  "  The  diuretic  properties  of  the 
pyrola  umbellata,  seem  to  have  been  fully  illustrated  by  Dr.  W, 
Somerville  in  a  paper  on  this  vegetable,  published  in  the  fifth  vol- 
ume of  the  London  Medico-Chirurgical  transactiona  The  facts 
presented  by  this  physician  (says  Dr.  Bigelow)  afford  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  power  of  this  medicine  to  promote  the  renal  ex- 
cretions, and  to  afford  relief  to  patients  afficted  with  dropsy  in  its 
various  forma  The  most  distinguished  case  presented  by  him,  is 
that  of  Sir  •James  Craig,  the  British  governor  in  Canada,  who  was 
laboring  under  a  general  dropsy  of  hydrothorax  anasarca  and  as- 
cites, and  which  was  combined  with  different  organic  diseases 


< 

824  The  Journal  of  Maieria  Medico. 

especiallj  of  the  liver.     After  having  tried  with  little  or  temporary 
success,  almost  every  variety  of  ditiretic  and  cathartic  medidnes, 
and  submitted  twice  to  the  operatibn  yf  lapping,  the  patient  had 
recourse  to  a  strong  infiision  of  the  pyrola,  in  the  quantity  of  a 
pint  every  twenty-four  hours.     Although  the  case  altogether  was 
an  unpromising  one,  yet  the  plant  gave  relief  not  only  in  the  first 
biit  in  the  subsequent  instances  of  its  use.     It  increased  the  urinal 
discharge,  and  at  the  same  time  produced  an  augmentation  of 
strength  and  an  invigorated  appetite."    Numerous  other  cases  of 
this  aflfection  are  related  in  Dr.  Somerville^s  paper,  in  which  the 
chimaphila  was  administered  by  himself  and  by  other  physicians 
with  decided  advantage.     Dr.  Satterly  and  Dr.  Marcet  added  their 
observations  to  the  testimonies  in  its  fevor.     Dr.  Wolfe,  as  quoted 
by  Dr.  Bigelow,  lias  given  one  satisfisictoiy  case  of  the  utility  of 
this  agent  in  a^ites.     Dr.  Dunglison,  in  his  New  Bemedies,  p.  196, 
remJK^liS :   "  Experiments  which  have  been  made  in  the  Blirger- 
hps;6ltial,  at  Pedth,  and  which  have  been  collected  by  St  Eochus, 
and  published  by  Windisch,  the  director  of  the  hospital,  9xe  ex- 
tremdy  fevorable  to  the  chimaphila.    Within  two  years,  nearly 
two  Kiindred  dropsical  cases  are  said  to  have  been  radically  cured 
by  it     Windkch  recommends  it  most  strongly  to  the  attention  of 
his  colleagues ;  he  asserts  it  to  be  one  of  the  best  diuretics  we  pos- 
sess';:  that  it  does  not  impair  digestion,  moderately  accelerates  the 


drculaticiii ;  gently  encourages  the  action  of  the  bowels,  and  pow- 
erfully augments  the  urinary  secretion ;  that  the  patients  williiigly 
take  it,  arid  thiat  it  induces  no  nausea."  According  to  this  author 
it  was  admimstered  mth  advantage  in  dropsies  unaccompanied  hj 
fever,  and  not  dependant  upon  organic  miscbief,  upon  "  corruption 
of  the  humors  or  paralysis  of  the  lymphatic  texturea"  In  Perei- 
ra's 'Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by  Wood,  the  Medical  Bot- 
any of  Great  Britain,  by  Stephenson  and  J.  M.  Churchill,  P.  L.  S., 
and  Waring's  Practical  Therapeutics,  may  be  found  many  valuable 
notices  of  this  plant  in  the  treatment  of  dropsy.  Chimaphilin,  its 
active  principle,  has  been  highly  extolled  by  Dr.  Coe,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  dropsy  and  various  other  diseases.  He  considers  three 
grains  the  average  dose  of  the  chimaphilin.  He  assures  us  that 
he  sets  a  high  estimate  upon  the  alterative  power  of  this  remedy, 
as  his  opinion  is  based  upon  experience.  He  observes :  "  This- 
remedy  has  been  found  of  mucli  utility  in  the  treatment  of  dropsy 
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particul^Iy  asplte%, .  It^eeema  to  »f^.vi  tUs.Qoinpl^il^i^it^ie^^iHfiae 
pma^r  as  the  ^jipjppsin,  by  g|enecBij,i),A4,iiot  byjflpeci|<^l^i»p«srtic 
%(H)r^ipn.  Itey^uQjis  rfto^rp  Apparent, ia  cwj^  <^gip}>^,j|^ 
<;t¥.ac<»inx){HDl^,yrit^  an.ipif^^  of  tlied^fi^ve 

^  nutrifive  flj^tefli,  and  d^ljilily.  .I^.Ii^eMi.Cjas^ 
jsipnio^g.th^  appetite,,  d^ges^pfti^id,as8Ji94l4jtipj»,  andg^j^fJJBa- 

#ting  ab^^pii  and  depiw^tion,  ,Jji%it?e^to«^tp|jdiqBWeit 
vm  be ady^i^geoi^,  q^^ined ^otlier of  tbe c<»c«^^,^ 
laeidiQines  suited  to  thi^  f^tr^^  p£  the  .case.  .  TJb^  m  dropi^ppf 
ib9  a^KLomen,  and  gene^ral  anasarca,  we  should  coinbine  it  with 
ihe  ampel9i)8i^i. 

9/Cl^i|j^hilini   ...    ,  , 

,  ,¥ix,,^d  4ivi4€iintOitv,qlYte,pQ^(^^  J)fSiG^^oufi,,pymifm4o 
^hom^,    If  ^ioi?e  of  %,stiyia»JLw^   pi9il9^'.wre.jB«^^ 
^iil^  a44,  sk  portion  of  sanguinarin  to  the  abbre^    l!!he  fonoaiilft 

would  Btab^.tt^^/^ 

$.  Ch&n^^,  ^..,,. 

Anij>eloB9iB, «ft,a» 

SanguiiwHTP,;       ..  ..;-..    ..        '.    .  '.     m.^.  vm 

hjd^thorax  or  dropsy  of  the  chest,  we  should  combine  it  wxtfi 
italin. 
9-  Ch^philin, ,^S)i] 

Digitalin,  -^     "  .,.  -        ':        '  gJ^^ft        i; 

Tritxirate thoroughly  togetheraod diYfd^  ii^o  ten  poyrdeT9>  Qiie 
of  these  may  be.  given  eveyy.  five  hours  until  a  percept j.ble  ip^- 
pp^sion  is  made  upon  the  system  in  soipe  way,  either  uppn  tb(9 
pulsQ,  kidneys,  or  respiration,  and  then  at  longer  intervals,  apd 
continued  until  the  symptoms  are  removed,  or  there  is  obvious  difr 
agreement  of  the  remedy.  In  administering  this  prescription  parr 
ticular  care  should  be  taken  to  neutralize  undue  acidity  of  the 
stomach.  As  a  general  thing  it  will  be  better  to  combine  a  few 
grains  of  supercarbonate  of  soda  with  each  dose.  Other  diuretics, 
as  the  eupatorin  purpu,  lupulin,  populin,  senecin,  eta,  may  be 
joined  with  chimaphilin  at  the  option  of  the  practitioner."  Dr, 
Lee  remarks,  in  the  Journal  qf  Materia  Medica,  v.  1,  p.  291 : 
**  We  have  employed  it  (chimaphila)  to  a  considerable  extent  fof 
many  years,  especially  in  the  treatment  of  dropsical  aflfections, 
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in  broken  down  constitutions  and  intemperate  subjects,  and  "gener- 
ally with  manifest  advantage."  Dr.  L.  says  it  has  tended  to  carry 
off  the  dropsical  accumulations,  while  at  the  same  time,  it  imparted 
tone  and  vigor  to  the  digestive  system.  He  affirms  that  its  altera- 
tive properties  entitle  it  to  a  high  place  among  our  indigenous  rem^ 
edies,  independent  of  its  other  therapeutical  powers.  Dr.  Copland 
remarks  that  the  pyrola  umbellata  is  a  highly  useful  article  in 
atonic  dropsy,  attended  with  debility  of  the  digestive  organs ;  pos- 
sessing tonic  and  diuretic  properties  (Dictionary  of  Practical  Med- 
icine, T.  1,  p.  708.)  The  causes  of  dropsy  are  vjarious,  different 
organs  of  the  system  being  diseased,  may  culminate  in  this  mal- 
ady ;  thus  we  have  cardiac,  renal, ,  ovarian,  uterine,  hepatic,  and 
lymphatic  dropsies,  eta  Diseases  of  the  veins,  arteries,  capillaries, 
lungs,  peritonasimi,  spleen,  eta,  may  be  complicated  with  dropsy. 
A  correct  view  of  the  pathological  condition  of  various  organs 
occasioning  dropsy,  must  convince  any  one  of  the  impropriety  of 
looking  for  specifics  for  the  cure  of  this  malady.  Many  complica- 
tions frequently,  wUl  be  found  associated  with  the  disease,  which 
baffle  every  mode  of  treatment  There  are  many  cases  in  which 
diuretics,  tonics  and  alteratives  will  be  found  of  essential  service, 
and  in  the  treatment  of  which  the  chimaphila  will  be  found  to 
afford  as  much  relief  as  any  other  agent  that  can  be  devised. 
Hhbumatism.— The  properties  of  chimaphila  are  somewhat  anala- 
gous  to  those  of  cimicifuga,  and  Jiave  been  found  in  some  respects  to 
coincide  with  uva  ursi  It  is  used  in  many  of  the  diseases  for  which 
those  agents  are  recommended,  and  has  a  wider  range  in  its  applica- 
tion than  most  other  remedies.  If  we  accept  the  view,  held  by  most 
pathologists,  that  the  cause  of  rheumatism  is  to  be  attributed  to  a 
wofenes  rmyrU  existing  in  the  blood,  then  this  agent  commends  it- 
self to  our  consideration  for  its  depurating  properties.  Many  have 
used  it  in  this  disease  and  speak  highly  of  its  value  Dr.  Stills 
says  that  drug  was  used  by  the  aborigines  and  early  settlers  of 
America  as  a  remedy  for  rheumatism  and  for  nephritic  disorders. 
The  former,  he  remarks,  applied  the  bruised  leaves  to  the  aflTected 
joints,  while  they  administered  a  hot  decoction  of  the  plant,  so  as 
to  excite  perspiration.  They  were  also  in  the  habit  of  using  it  for 
all  disorders  in  which  the  secretion  of  urine  was  diminished.  Dr. 
Ives,  as  quoted  by  Stills,  says ;  "  It  will  be  granted  by  all  who  are 
fiuniliar  with  its  operation,  that  as  a  diuretic  it  has  unquestionable 
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merit,  and  that  like  uva  wrsi^  it  will  frequently  mitigate  symptoms 
of  gravel,  and  strangury  proceeding  from  other  causes."     Many 
physicians  have  adopted  the  alkalinie  treatment  for  the  cure  of 
rheumatism.     This  plan  is  said  to  secure  the  patient  from  any  heart 
Section  as  well  as  abridge  the  duration  of  the  diseasa    This  plan  of 
treatment  need  not  preclude  the  use  of  vegetable  diuretics  as  valua- 
ble adjuvanta     In  most  cases  in  which  the  alkaline  treatment  is 
adopted,  this  class  of  remedies  should  be  witheldas  soon  as  the  secre- 
tions of  the  kidneys  cease  to  give  e  7idence  of  acid  test     The  further 
continuance  having  a  direct  influence  to  debilitate  the  patient     At 
this  point  the  vegetable  diuretics  should  take  the  place  of  the  al- 
kalies and  the  chimaphila  will  be  found  to  display  its  properties  as 
a  valuable  alterative  and  diuretic.     Should  the  urine  subsequently 
disclose  the  acid  test,  some  of  the  alkalies  may  be  resumed,  and 
alternated  with  the  pipsissewa.     It  will  be  found  useful  in  some 
cases  to  combine  this  agent  with  colchicum,  should  this  prove  too 
exhausting  by  its  effects  on  the  bowels  or  otherwise,  use  the^  black 
eohosh  or  the  caulophyllum  thahctroides  with  the  chimaphila.    Dr. 
King  speaks  of  this  agent  as  especially  useful  in  chronic  rheuma- 
tism.   Dr.  Waring  says :  "In  chronic  rheumatism,  tlie  leaves,  exter- 
nally applied  to  the  seat  of  pain,  are  stated  to  afford  great  relief  by 
their  rubefacient  action."    The  fluid  extract,  in  such  cases,  will  be 
found  useful  as  an  external  application.     Dr.  Coe,  in  speaking  of 
flie  employment  of  chimaphilin  says :  *^  Chronic  rheumatism  has 
been  frequently  relieved  and  cured  by  this  remedy."    He  advises 
that  from  five  to  ten  grains  may  be  given  three  times  per  day. 
While  using  this  he  would  keep  the  bowels  in  a  soluble  condition 
by  the  use  of  podophyllin,  leptandrin  euonymin,  eta     The  chim- 
aphilin, he  says,  should  be  alternated  with  other  alteratives,  as 
more  satisfactory  results  will  be  obtained  as  a  general  tiling,  by  al- 
ternation than  by  combination.     He  proceeds:    "Yet  there  are 
circumstances  and  conditions  when  combinations  will  meet  the 
indications  with  greater  certainty  and  promptitude.     For  instance, 
in  the  treatment  of  rheumatism,  ulcers,  and  other  diseases  attended 
with  a  cold,  languid  condition  of  the  system,  viscidity  of  the  se- 
cretions, etc.,  joined  with  stimulants,  such  as  the  xanthoxylin,  san- 
guinarin,  or  phytolaccin,  it  will  be  rendered  much  more  active." 
In  his  closing  remarks  upon  this  agent.  Dr.  0.  observes :  "  As  an 
alterative  and  as  a  remedy  in  rheumatism,  gouty  or  gravelly  affec- 
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tions,  chronic  .cough,  and  droppical  disease  it  nugr  af^  1^*^^,^ 
relieii  upon  with  confidence  as  an  anxiKaiy,  if  not  aa  a  lad^ssd 
TOmedy."    Concentrated  medicines  offer  many  inducements  £x 


ej;pected;from  the  crude  material  • . 

(jQNoiBRHCKA- — Obimaphilin  is  paid  to  be  y^?y  wji^i^bfe  i% 
ireatin^t  of  gonorrhoea,  sjyh^  aiid  mi^curi^  (^|^^  1 
inore  crude  forms  of,  the  plant  have  also  l>een  used  iok  Hxe  diuxu^f 
ifliis  malady-.  Dr.  Ives  sajs  that  he  hsw  given  th(Q  cbinmj^J^ 
nately  with  uvaursim  AoTTiafum,  the  effect  of  severe  ap^^^^ 
continue|d  gonorrhoea!  inflammation,  witii  the  pjost  obyiq^)bj^ 
Dr. /Wolf,  as  quoted  by  Bigelow,  found  it  to.alj^yi^t^  alt9g^^ 
m€\  jardpr  urinsB  attendant  on  gpno^hoea.  Dr.  King^  u|i£[>m^ , ' 
Ib(1s6,  tjiat  this  agent  has  been  a4yantageous  in  the  treajl|mj^ut,<^f  t 
d&eas^.  Pereira  gives  his  testimony  in  favor  of  this^  drug,  m ,  a 
{^ection«  He  says  that  '^  it  has  occasionally  alleviajto^  ^^^  '^i^ilF 
of  liaainaturia,  ischuria,  djsury,  and  gonorrhoea,"  In  oas^s  w1)^ 
inicturition  becomes  frequent  or  painful,  or  where  the  iirine  d^^- 
its  IhucuSj  the  use  of  this  agent  will  afford  relief  It  Vf^j,^^y:fff. 
in,  conjunction  with  cubebs,  coniunij  or  i nfjti f\ (^nfju^^^ 


Various  diuretics  have  been  prescribed  for  this  dises^^e,  Jiuit  the 
Ipssewa  will  be  found  as  ^^  as  aiy  oi^r^^ini^ 

Scrofula. -The  treatment  of  scrofula,  faithMly  reQoirded,.:^^]?!  tf^p 
dawn  of  medical  science  up  to  the  eightecAth  century,  woi4d  be,  j|i 
history  replete  with  human  delusion.  Superstitions,  aided  by  cbarp^i 
incantations,  the  royal  touch,  or  the  seventh  son  of  a  seventh. spn, 
eta,  would  appear  to  have  been  more  potent,  than  all  the  revelatioiis 
of  science.  This,  is  a  disease,  over  which,  medical  science  of  the 
present  day,  is  still  unable  to  triumph.  The  ,preparatiQU3,  of  iodine, 
says  Dr.  Copland,  are  among  the  most  efficacious  remedies  ;whi^ 
can  be. prescribed  for  scrofula,  when  judiciously  administered ;Wd 
combined;  but,  when  improperly, employed,  tbey.piay  be  ii^.Qs)t;i!n. 
jurious.  Balinan,  a^  quoted  by  Waring,  ."§tii^9,.thi^t;,iia,,^rpf 
he  has  seen  phosphoric  acid  exercise  a  very  benefickl  effect  in  B^ 
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, ;nm|ibor,  of  caajes :  and  that  he  doea  not;  heaita^xtp  Ski»^  ^ij 
asA^the^cjgjeutic  agent,  it  ml\  be  found  in  no^de^ree  iqfepkijito 
jfj^mc^  cod  Kver  oU^  Waring  stat^  that  pi|*i3siwa 

if^xM ? :P9P?^^ >^ Wfi*P. ?^?^^y f<^.4iW J^ftWy-  Dr.; 4i i4. Ia©e 
'^Mi^  391  "In 

|Bi|^ftiJa  it,(oWmftpbila),vrill:ia??e- 

fel'II^SJ^^  th^  pi^titioner,  specially  ^when  aid©(J  .by  chaiybeftt^ 
^4  sp^^N?  W^?F^^^"  Pr.  Wppd  as  qiiotc^  by  Dr.  L.,  dte»sto$^ 
that  ill. wch  aiffections  he  has  found  few  remepies.mQir©  efiBoacriQU^. 
"JEte  in^dly^  s^^  and  tpnic  p^ppertiea":   Pt,.  W.  r^srtM*^ 

**  adapt  it  a4nuxa]^ly  4q  the  treatment  ofthq  ^r0fiilQH9  oaohe^dl^ 
i^^]l^)49bia£^n^tla^ty  of  tbetis^u^  and  (lability  ofr>tbQ.|i8a;)^ona 
(^  %  l^iese  two  remedial  influences ;  while  tfe©  oluiwic  Qba^acl^ 
4^>tbf  affection  Kj^  thaV;tljie  predication  shpUldj  be_i  gentle,  iix 
j^er„that  it  may  j^lwg.  stjB^ii^ed  with^  iiymy  to  die  c«:gaapiii. 
^;.tjlj|3.jearlier  ste^^  of  the  disease,  I  fe^v;?  h^n  in  .thee  habits  ^£ 
^lljgi^  iteu9^-a<s^KnA3ywiati?e  tadoepr  thiife 

a  w^k,  andj  in  awnw  c!as(Ej3,  lu^y^  h^d  j:fiqaJW»e  fiao  to  t^ 
r)3eatei^  but,W-nia»y  in^ta^iifc^th^  pipiliwpwavb^  been  tlie 
j^jmcsdy^mftiiily  i^  on.  It  has  s^mjeditQ  toQ;tp.©s^roi^ 
i^le  alterative  inj9;i^ence  i]xs(»t)f^l%;  i^depeii^^ntly  of  ita  a^tiingetnc^ 
fidi,^mc  powers;  butit  ia^e^sA^^elydifl^ 
^f^Qtiona.  of  this  JIdnd,  between  tb^  course  of  oature^and  the  eS^ 
of^  remedies,  so  thgt  it  i§.  proper  to,  speak  of  the  latt€(r  with  &KlQii9 
yypme.  Fully  aw^re  of  the  necessity  of  the  cautipjOi  I  ajQ^ill 
fi^.opiiuon^as  the, result  of  conside^ble  experience,  that  pi{^j|$^wa 
4^5eryes  to  rank  next  to  cod  liver  oil,  and  the  preparations,  bf 
iodine  in  the  treatment  of  scrofiila^  and  may  often  be  usefully  com- 
bined with  one  or  both  of  these  remedies.  In  order  that  its  full 
effectb  may  be  obtained,  it  should  be  long  continued,  with  inters 
ruptions  now  and  then,  should  any  considerable  degree  of  fever 
supervene.  In  cases  attended  with  ulcers  of  an  indolent  or  flabby 
character,  it  nmy  be  used  with  advantage  in  decoction  as  a  wash, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  is  administered  internally."  Dr.  Lee  re- 
marks, that  he  made  this  quotation  in  order  to  express  his  entire 
con^dence  in  th^  opinions  so  strongly  set  fqrth.  Pereira's  mat.  med. 
a^.t^^rape^tip^^  by  Woodi  p.  5S0,  has  the  following  remarks: 
"  Wcioan  p^ajdUy,.b^  a  tonic  thk  remedy  may  be  useful 

in  various  forms  of  scroftila.     But  it  has  beien  supposed  by  some  to 
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possess  almost  specific  powers ;  and  in  America  its  reputation  is  so 
high,  that  in  the  provinces  it  acquired  the  title  of  *'  King's  cura" 
"  Dr.  Paris,  (as  quoted  by  Wood)  states  that  an  irregular  practition- 
er, who  has  persuaded  a  numhei*  of  persons  in  this  metropolis  that 
he  possesses  remedies  obtained  from  the  American  Indians,  hj 
which  he  is  enabled  to  cure  scrofula  in  its  worst  forms,"  relies  for 
success  on  chimaphila"  He  (Pereira)  says :  **  In  some  ill-conditioned 
scrofulous  ulcers  pyrola  is  used  in  the  form  of  a  wasL*'  In  some 
cases  the  ferrated  wine  of  wild  cherry,  alternated  with  the  chim- 
aphila,  will  be  foimd  of  signal  efficacy.  In  Germany,  this  plant 
has  been  used  for  a  long  time  in  a  variety  of  diseasea 

Albuminuria. — This  malady  is  said  to  occur  more  frequently 
in  males  than  in  females.  It  often  is  found  in  the  sequel  of  scar- 
latina Albuminuria  exempts  no  period  of  life  from  its  ravages. 
Its  causes  are  various,  among  which,  intemperance  appears  con- 
spicuous. Dr.  Flint  remarks :  "  Exclusive  of  the  cases  in  which  it 
is  a  sequel  of  scarlatina,  it  occurs  in  various  pathological  connec- 
tions, it  is  an  occasional  sequel  of  diphtheria.  It  sometimes  occurs 
during  the  development  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  in  the  course 
of  articular  rheumatism,  in  cases  of  typhoid  and  typhus  fever, 
erysipelas,  measles,  and  epidemic  cholera"  The  danger,  in  this 
malady,  is  from  uraemia  and  the  complications  which  are  liable  to 
occur.  Exclusive  of  these,  the  prognosis  may  be  considered  favor- 
able. Dr.  Lee  remarks  in  the  Journal  Mat.  Med.  vol.  1.  p.  291 : 
"  In  albuminaria,  also,  its  (chimaphila)  effects  have  proved  decidedly 
beneficial,  and  in  some  cases  curativa"  In  albuminaria,  the  red 
globules  ot  the  blood  indicate  impoverishment  for  the  improve- 
ment of  which,  the  tincture  of  the  perchloride  of  iron  will  be 
feund  highly  beneficial  This  remedy,  alternated  with  a  free  use 
of  the  chimaphila,  will  in  many  instances  afford  marked  relief 

Chronic  Cutaneous  ERUPriONa — ^Dr.  Ives,  as  mentioned  by 
Stills,  states  that  in  some  cases  this  remedy  has  appeared  of  service 
in  chronic  cutaneous  eruptions.  Dr.  King  testifies  to  its  use  in 
these  cases  as  follows :  "  In  many  cutaneous  diseases,  it  has  proved 
very  efficacious." 

Intermittent  Fever. — ^Dr.  StiUd  observes :  "  It  has  also  been 
successfully  used  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fever,  of  chronic 
diarrhoea,  leucorrhcea,  and  gleet"  In  some  cpses  of  this  affection, 
this  agent  will  be  foimd  a  valuable  adjuvant  alternated  with  iron, 
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quinine,  or  the  bark  of  the  corniis  florida,  or  that  of  the  liriodendron 
tulipifera.  The  late  Prof  Mitchell,  of  New  York,  as  quoted  by 
Prof.  Lee,  made  this  plant  the  subject  of  his  inaugural  thesis,  (PhiL- 
1803)  in  which  he  relates  many  cases  of  intermittent  fever  effect- 
ually cured  by  it 

Typhus  Fever — Prof  Lee  observes  in  the  Jour,  of  Materia 
Medica,  v.  1.  p.  292  :  "  During  the  revolutionary  war,  the  pipais- 
sewa  was  used  extensively  by  the  army  surgeons  as  a  tonic  and 
diaphoretic  in  typhus  fever." 

There  are  numerous  instances  in  the  treatment  of  this  fever,  in 
which  diaphoretics  and  diuretics  are  indicated,  and  those  too  of 
tonic  properties ;  in  such  cases,  the  use  of  this  agent  will  be  found 
Ufleftil,  possessing,  as  it  does,  all  the  necessary  qualities,  without  any 
direct  debilitating  results.  Other  essential  remedies  may  be  con- 
tinued during  the  use  of  this  agent 

BLasMATURiA. — Dr.  Ives  asserts  that  he  has  given  the  chimaphila, 
alternately  with  uva  ursij  in  hcemaiurta,  the  effect  of  severe  and 
long-continued  gonorrhoeal  inflammation,  with  the  most  obvious 
benefit. 

.  NfiPHRrns. — Dr,  Bigelow  states  that  nephritis,  strangury,  and 
other  diseases  of  the  genito-urinary  organs  are  greatly  relieved  by 
the  use  of  this  remedy.  He  observes,  that  in  strangury,  the  pyrola 
IB  entitled  to  attention  and  confidence.  Stills  says  that  chimaphila 
was  used  by  the  aborigines  and  early  settlers  of  America  as  a 
remedy  for  nephritic  disorders.  This  affection  may  occur  as  acute 
or  chronic,  it  may  be  associated  with  atrophy  or  hypertrophy  of  the 
kidneys,  when  it  assumes  the  chronic  fonn.  The  disease  may  ex- 
tend to  the  investing  membrane  of  the  kidneys. 

Copland  says :  "  Nephritis  in  the  female  is  a  less  fi'equent  and 
less  dangerous  disease  than  in  the  male,  but  it  is  often  more  dificult 
6f  detection,  in  the  chronic  forms  especially ;  and  it  is  liable  to  be 
mistaken  for  affections  of  the  uterine  organs,  with  which,  also,  it  is 
occasionally  compHcated. "  Diuretic  remedies  are  plainly  indicated, 
in  some  stages,  in  most  forms  of  nephritis  though  they  are  by  no 
means,  to  be  used  to  the  exclusion  of  other  agents. 

Chimaphila  promisas  to  afford  as  much  relief  in  this  malady  as 
any  other  agent  in  the  list  of  diuretics.  Should  the  disease  be 
complicated  with  rheumatism,  the  pipsissewa  should  be  ad- 
ministered in  conjunction  with  colchicum,  blue  or  black  cohosh, 
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or  with  some  of  the  alkaline.  reme4ies.    Cachectic.  nephritiaJra^ 

M^lienily  is  associated  witl^  tfonchitis,  and  this  is  said  bj  (^dpl^d 

tb  be  one  of  the  most  frequent  affections  consequent  uj^ 

'disease.     Pneumonia  also  occurs  as  a  secondary  complication  in  uus 

form  of  nephritis,     In  either  qf  these,  coj^plicatioi;is,  after  the  inr 

fliiiamation  of  the  respiratory  organs  is!  ^ubduedi  the  p j^la  .;i?iiy^ 
fouiid  valuable     ShoiilS  the  coitoplication  of  the  lUngs  assiimo^a 

chrome  form,  the  prunus  vii^ihiana  should  be  associated.  MrWi ' 

chimaphila     Should  there  be  any  cardiac  comJ>lications,  pet^jy^ 

tko  better  perscription  could  be  made,  than  some  of  theprepairafiona 

bf  wild  cherry  alternated  with  pipsSssewa.     Dr.  Wolf,  a  G^rtniSi 

irnter  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Bigelow:  "Has  rej)brted  a  nutafe ^o£ 

^b^es  of  ischuria  and  dysuria,  arising  from  various  ca,uises,  ill  wl^iji 

ttie  pyrola,  given  in  infusion,  produced  ^je  most  evident  reliefj  ii)L& 

took  precedence  of  a  variety  of  remedies  which  had  been  til^** 

His  inellibd  of  administering  it  was  to  give  a  table  spOQtffdl  6^  a 

e^ton^  ihftiision,  with  a  little  syrup,  every  hbur.    In  all  the 

Ji^  hais  detaSled,  says  Dr.  Bigelbw,  small  as  the  dose  was,  it 

relief  in  a  very  short  tima     The  use  of  this  agent  is  said  to  cB- 

xilihi&lSihic  acid  in  the  urine     Windich,  when  associate  ^th. 

Bergen  Hospital  recommended  this  plant  most  strongly  to  his 

Il^%ues ;  he  asserts  it  to  be  one  of  the  best  diuretics  we 

i^t  it  does  not  impair  digestion;  moderately  accelerates  the  <fi- 

eulation;  gently  encourages  the  action  of  the  bowels,  and  t>ow^- 

folly  augments  the  uriniuy  secretions ;  that  the  patients  wijl^niriy 

take  it  and  that  it  produces  no  nausea.     Dunglison  in  his  wo^ 

entitled  new  remedies,  on  page  196,  says:  "In  febrile  conditiotis 

and  in  inflammatoiy  dikthesis,  it  is  said  to  have  been  alwaya.in- 

jurious,  as  well  as  when  it  was  administered  prior  to  the  resolution 

of  obstructions  remaining  after  long  protracted  intermittents ;  but 

when  these  are  removed,  and  no  excitement  exists,  more  ac-cording 

to  Windisch,  is  to  be  expected  from  it  than  from  any  other  ageU^ 

and,  he  advises  that  careful  trials  should  be  made  with  it  in  tbcJ 

proper  cases.     He  advises  also,  that  its  use  should  be  persevered  in, 

in  order  that  good  effects  may  be  derived  from  it" 

In  his  own  private  and  public  practice,  Dr.  Dunglison  assures  ' 
us,  that  he  has  frequently  administerd  chimaphila,  and  has  found  it 
serviceable,  where  a  tonic-diuretic  was  indicated. 

Were  this  agent    imported,  at  a    great    expense  from  some 
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foreign  clime,  with  tlie  same  amount  of  testimony  that  it  now  has 
to  commend  it  to  the  profession,  prohably  but  very  few  physicians 
would  be  found  who  were  not  well  acquainted  with  its  use  in  the 
various  diseases  in  which  it  has  been  advised,  and  would  join  in 
lauding  it  for  the  same. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract    -        -        -        Dose,  1  dram. 

SoM        "  .        .        -  10  to  20  grains. 

Pills,  three  grains  eacL 

INFUSION  OP  PRINCESS  PINB. 

Fluid  Extract,    •        -        -        -        -        1  ounce. 

"Water, 1  pint 

Dose— Two  ounces. 

INFUSION  OP  PBINGB'S  PINB  AND  SBNNA. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Prinoe's  Pii^e,  -        6  drama 

**         "           Seppa^         -  -        -    ?    " 

Water,      -        -        -        -        -  -       12  ounc^a 

DoSB — ^Half  to  one  ounce. 

STBUP  OF  PBINCI^'S  PIKB. 

Fluid  Extract,  -        -        -        -        -        4  ounces. 
Syrtip,  -        ....  12      » 

DoSB,  hidf^^unce  {Wm.  Procter. 
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This  valuable  alkaloid  has  already  been  found  in  at  least  six  of 
our  natural  orders  of  indigeneous  plants,  and  ten  species.  The 
Eydrastis  Canadensis^  Berber  is  Vulgaris,  and  the  Coptis  Trifolia  con- 
tain this  principle  in  probably  the  largest  quantities,  and  as  it  is 
an  excellent  substitute  for  quinine,  probably  the  best  hitherto  dis- 
covered, and  one,  also,  not  very  difficult  of  extraction,  its  import- 
ance will  readily  be  perceived.  There  is  very  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  berberina  is  one  of  the  most  widely  diffused  organic  al- 
kalies  in  the  whole  vegetable  kingdom,  and  that  it  exists    in 
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largo  numbers  of  plants,  in  which  it  has  not  been  detected.  Our 
analytic  chemists  could  not  render  our  profession  a  better  service 
than  prosecuting  their  researches  in  this  direction ;  for  the  time 
may  not  be  distant,  owing  to  the  increasing  scarcity  of  quinine, 
when  this  article  will  be  our  principal  tonic  and  anti-periodic 

In  regard  to  the  physiological  effects  and  therapeutical  proper- 
ties of  Berberinay  I  have  not  as  yet  had  sufficient  experience  to  ena- 
ble me  to  form  a  very  accurate  opinion,  when  compared  with  cin- 
chona bark  and  quinia.  From  what  I  have  observed,  however,  I 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt,  whatever,  that  it  produces  its  tonic 
and  febrifuge  effects  with  less  tendency  to  cause  head-ache,  giddi- 
ness, and  ringing  in  the  ears,  than  quinine,  and  that  it  can  be  ad- 
ministered with  advantage  to  many  patients  with  whom  the  latter 
disagrees.  Pereira  thinks  that  it  is  inferior  to  quinine  in  febrifuge 
and  anti-periodic  power.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  there  is 
very  little  difference  between  them  in  these  respects.  As  a  gen- 
eral tonic  and  stomachic,  in  atonic  dyspepsia,  general  debility,  or 
convalesence  fix>m  protracted,  or  low  fonns  of  disease,  it  is  one  of 
the  most  admirable  remedies  in  the  whole  materia  medica.  As  a 
remedy  for  intermittent  neuralgias  and  head-aches,  also,  it  is  un- 
surpassed. In  scrofulous  affections,  in  combination  with  some 
chalybeate,  it  produces  the  most  decided  benefit,  and,  eyen  given 
alone,  it  is  superior  to  most  other  tonics.  Given  in  the  latter 
stages  of  phthisis,  it  promptly  arrests  the  colliquative  sweats  and 
diarrhoea ;  improves  llie  appetite,  and  gives  tone  and  energy  to  all 
the  vital  functions.  I  trust  that  this  article  will  soon  be  more  ex- 
tensively used  by  physicians  than  it  is  at  present 
The  best  preparation,  undoubtedly,  is  the  Suh-Sulphate  of  Berberine^ 
which  may  be  obtained  from  the  berberis  coptis,  or  podophyllum 
root,  by  the  same  process  as  is  described  by  Prof  Mayer,  in  the 
American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  for  1863,  p.  97.  By  treating  the 
aqueous  extract  of  these  roots  with  82  per  cent  alcohol,  .distilling 
it  oft*  in  a  cool  place,  and  purifying  it  by  reciystallization,  it  may 
be  obtained  in  a  very  pure  state — obtained  in  this  way  it  occurs  in 
fine  yellow  needles,  containing  about  10  or  12  per  cent  of  the  wa- 
ter of  crystallization,  ten  of  which  may  be  expelled  by  a  heat  of 
212°  F.  The  taste  is  strongly  bitter ;  it  is  easily  soluble  in  boil- 
ing alcohol,  and  water,  and  insoluble  in  ether.  The  English  Berbe- 
rina  usually   occurs  in  brownish-yellow,   thin,   glistening  scales, 
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which  lorm  a  yellow  powder,  and  by  incmeration  leaves  a  mere 
trace  of  ash  only.  This  is  slightly  soluble  in  cold  water,  has  a 
very  persistent,  bitter  taste;  the  watery  solution  is  turbid,  requir- 
ing a  few  drops  of  sulphuric  acid  to  form  a  clear  solution.  This 
article  is  extensively  used  in  British  army  practice  in  the  East  and 
West  Indies,  as  a  substitute  for  quinine ;  and  as  its  price  is  gener- 
ally about  one-half  that  of  the  latter,  a  considerable  saving  is  af- 
fected. It  is  generally  given  in  doses  of  from  one  to  three  grains 
as  an  ordinary  tonic,  and  five  to  twenty  as  a  febrifuge  and  anti- 
periodic.  It  may  be  used  in  form  of  pill,  or  in  solution,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Sub-sulphate  of  Beberine,      -         -         -         3  ss. 

DUuted  Sulphuric  Acid,         -         -         -         nixxv. 

Syrup,  -       ^ 5j. 

Tincture  of  Orange  Peel,       -        -         -         5j. 

Water,         .:--..         ^{y^ 

Dose,  one  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day. 

I  have  given  the  general  mode  of  obtaining  this  substance.     To 
be  more  particular,  the  bark  of  the  root  of  the  berberis  (barberry) 
may  first  be  boiled  with  a  solution  of  carbonate  of  soda  to  remove 
the  tannin  and  coloring  matter ;  then  boil  it  with  water  acidulated 
with  sulphuric  acid,  decolorize  the  solution  by  animal  charcoal, 
concentrate,  filter  and  finally  evaporate  in  flat,  open  vessels,  avoid- 
ing an  excess  of  acid  in  order  to  prevent  charring  or  evaporation. 
The  above  process  would  form  a  sulphate  of  berberina.     What  is 
called  hydrastin  by  the  Eclectics,  is  the  muriate  ofberberin^  HD.  H 
CI,  {Am,  Jour,  Phar.,  1862)  and  is  obtained  fix)m  concentrated  in- 
fiisions  of  plants  containing  this  alkaloid,  by  precipitating  with  an 
excess  of  muriatic  acid,  and  recrystallizing  fi-om  hot  alcohol.   This 
occurs  in  bright  yellow  crystals,  and  contains  five  equivalents  of 
water  of  crystalhzation,  which,  as  before,  is  expelled  by  a  heat  of 
boiling  water.     Under  the  name  of  hydrastin,  this  substance  is 
now  pretty  extensively  used,  not  only  by  Eclectics,  but  also  by 
r^ular  practitioners,  as  a  tonic,  for  all  purposes  for  which  such 
remedies  are  usually  given,  and  especially  for  that  diseased  condi- 
tion of  the  stomach,  produced  by  the  excessive  use  of  alcoholic 
liquors.     In  such  cases,  it  probably  has  as  much  specific  power,  in 
removing  the  morbid  condition,  as  the  oxid  of  zinc,  which  has 
been  so  highly  lauded.     For  this  purpose,  we  would  recommend 
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it  to  be  given  in  six  grain  doses,  three  times  a  day  for  two  weeks,' 
and  afterwards  in  two  and  three  grain  doses. 

In  regard  to  the  other  alkaloid,  hydrastia,  or  berbina,  discovered 
in  this  root  by  Professor  Durand,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1850,  {Am, 
Jour.  Phar.,  vol.  28,  p.  118,)  we  know,  as  yet,  but  little.  This 
principle  is,  probably,  associated  with  Berberina  in  all  those  plants 
where  the  latter  has  been  discovered,  just  as  quinine  is  associated 
with  burcine,  and  cinchonine  in  cinchona,  or  morphia  with  the 
other  narcotic  alkaloids  in  the  poppy.  An  easy  mode  of  obtaining^ 
this  principle,  is,  to  make  a  saturated  tincture  of  the  bark  of  tbe 
root  of  the  berberis  (barberry),  mix  with  one-eighth  of  water,  dis- 
til off  the  alcohol,  evaporate  the  filtrate,  and  ciystallize  out  the 
Berberina^  then  precipitate  the  mother  liquor  by  carbonate  of  soda, 
and  heat  the  precipitate  with  sulphuric  aci^  and  animal  clutrcoaL 
Thus  produced,  the  berberina  {Jiydrastid)  is  a  white  powder,  colored 
brown  by  sunlight,  bitter  to  the  taste,  nearly  insoluble  in  water^ 
soluble  in  alcohol,  ether,  Mid  fixed  and  volatile  oils.  The  sailfe 
are  bitter,  colorless,  and  arystallizable.  It  yet  remains  to  be  dii- 
cov^ered  wliat  relations  ihese  alkaloids  bear  to  ^udi  other,  ahdwlikt 
tire  curative  powers  of  the  latter  may  be.  The  proBabilify  iS^  tKiA 
they  Ksemble  each  other  in  therapeutical  properties,  very  tnucH'Mi 
quima  and  oinchomisk  do.  Furlber  experim^enfe  on  these' jK>iirl8 
are  very  much  needed. 
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ATBOPIA  IN  POISONING-  BY  QPITJWt. 


BY   BEKJ.    B.    WILSON,   M.    D., 

Profe^Bor  of  Surgery  in  the  "WomaffCB  Medical   College  of  PMladel^hia, 


For  the  information  of  those  who  may  be  called  upon  to  treat  narcot 
ism,  resulting  from  over-doi^es  of  opium  or  its  preparations,  I  will  nar- 
rate the  particulars  of  a  case  of  which  I  was  cognizant,  in  which  one- 
quarter  of  a  grain  of  atropia  was  administered  hypodermically  at  a 
dose,  not  only  without  producing  death,  but  with  marked  effect  in  ahat 
ing  the  symptoms  of  opiate  poisoning  which  existed  at  the  time. 

The  patient  had  been  receiving  hypodermic  injections  of  one-quarter 
of  a  grain  of  sulphate  of  morphia  at  intervals.  Within  a  short  period 
after  receiving  the  last  dose,  which  must  have  been  somewhat  larger 


Atrapia  in  Poisoning  by  OpiuftL  887 
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Aaq  the  preceding  one,  she  became  comatose,  with  a  suffused  and  pur- 
ple countenance,  stertorous  respiration,  contracted  pupil  and  complete 
insensibility.  The  stertorous  breathing  was  strongly  marked;  in  &ct, 
the  patient  almost  ceased  to  breathe,  the  intervals  being  lengthened  out 
one-fourth  of  a  minute  or  nearly  so. 

A  quarter  of  a  grain  of  atropia  dissolved  in  a  little  water  was  atr 
this  time  thrown  into  the  arm  with  a  hypodermic  syringe  with  the 
following  effects : — 

The  pupils  were  quickly  (almost  instantly)  fully  dilated,  with  com- 
plete insensibility  to  light.  The  stertorous  breathing  ceased,  and  was 
replaced  by  a  quick,  hurried,  almost  gasping  respiration.  The  face  be- 
came pale  and  cold,  the  pulse  hurried,  jerking  and  feeble,  running  up 
from  160  to  170.  The  muscular  relaxation  was  extreme,  and  insensibility 
complete,  except  a  slight  occasional  twitching  of  the  eyelids,  upon  tbo 
admission  of  light  or  other  stimulus ;  and  a  sucking  motion  of  the 
tongue,  such  as  is  common  in  young  infants  during  sleep.  After  an 
hour  the  face  became  much  swollen,  and  the  skin  white,  shining  and  al- 
most transparent.  Pretty  soon  the  characteristic  eruption  of  belladon- 
na made  its  appearance  upon  the  face  and  neck,  interspersed  with 
patches  of  pallid  and  swollen  skin  as  before  spoken  of.  These  symp- 
toms persisted  from  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  imtil  past  midnight, 
before  any  appreciable  change  occurred.  The  first  apparent  improve* 
ment  in  the  patient's  condition  was  manifested  by  feeble  eflbrts  at  de- 
glutition, and  by  other  slight  voluntary  muscular  action.  Afterward 
the  last  gradually  faded,  the  pulse  became  somewhat  less  frequent,  and 
the  patient  gradually  regained  hei;  consciousness.  No  other  untoward 
circumstance  occurred,  and  she  gradually  convalesced  from  the  effects 
of  both  poisons.  There  remained,  however,  a  peculiar  spasmodic  con- 
traction of  the  extension  muscles  of  the  limbs ;  more  marked  in  one 
leg  than  in  the  other,  drawing  the  toes  backward  on  the  dorsum  of  the 
foot,  and  giving  much  pain  and  distress  to  the  patient.  A  spasmodic 
cough,  constantly  recurring  and  very  distressing,  was  also  present 
These  symptoms,  with  a  sense  of  numbness  [at  the  ends  of  the  fingers 
and  toes,  and  considerable  dilatation  of  the  pupils  continued  for  several 
days  and  abated  very  gradually.  The  nervous  system  of  the  patient 
seemed  to  have  received  a  profound  impression,  and  a  peculiar  excite- 
ment and  irritability  of  mind  and  disposition  was  manifest  in  a  striking 
degree  at  first,  and  continued  after  all  the  other  effects  had  passed  away. 

The  only  treatment  used  was  the  application  of  stimulants  externally 
and  by  enema..    Cloths  moistened  with  alcohol  were  wrapped  i- )  I 
the  limbs  and  laid  upon  the  breast  of  the  patient,  and  a  dessert  spoonful 
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of  brandy  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water  was  thrown  into  t!;c  bowl 
every  half  hour,  and  afterward  every  hour.     Stimulants  were  afterward 
given  internally  as  soon  as  the  patient  could  swallow. 
'  The  practical  inferences  from  this  case  are  that  belladonna  and  its 
preparations  are  safe  in  much  larger  doses  thaw  those  in  which  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  administer  them,  at  least  they  can  be  used  in  these 
large  doses  safely,  when  the  system  is  under  the  influence  of  opium  or 
its  preparations.     Secondly,  the  well-known  antidotal  properties   are 
strongly  confirmed  ;  the  symptoms  of  opiate  narcotism,  though  existing 
in  a  marked  degree,  being  in  this  instance  promptly  and  efficiently  « 
abated.     And  thirdly,  it  appears  evident  for  many  reasons  that  atropta 
is  the  best  form,  and  the  hypodermic  method  the  best  avenue  in  which 
to  administer  this  antidote.     These  reasons  will  be  at  once  apparent  to 
every  physician.     The  action  of  the  remedy  just  administered  is  imme- 
diate,  being  delayed  only  by  the  short  time  required  for  its  absorbtion, 
and  the  making  the  round  of  the  circulation.     It  may  in  this  way  be  re- 
sorted to  though  the  patient  be  moribund,  or  even  in  articulo  mortis 
and  with  some  hope  on  account  of  the  promptness  and  efficiency  of  its 
action.     It  matters  not  that  the  patient  is  speechless,  incapable  of  swal- 
lowing, or  in  fact  stupid,  or  actively  comatose,  the  medicine  can  still  b© 
easily  and  quickly  administered,  iind  almost  immediately  produces  its 
characteristic  effects,  and  it  can  be  repeated  from  time  to  time  until  the 
patient  gets  better,  or  more  decided  symptoms  are  produced. 

Should  I  be  called  to  a  case  of  opium  poisoning,  I  should  not  hesi- 
tate to  administer  one-sixteenth  to  one-tenth  of  a  grain  of  atropia  faypo- 
dermically ,  and  repeat  the  dose  every  half  hour  or  hour,  either  until  the 
.  patient  was  relieved,  or  symptoms  of  the  action  of  the  remedy  were 
present.  This,  together  with  a  free  evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the 
stomach  and  the  washing  it  out,  will  doubtless  save  many  cases  of  pois- 
oning by  opium,  which  would,  under  other  circumstances,  be  entirelj 
beyond  the  reach  of  art. 
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PUS  FORMATIONS. 


In  the  course  of  an  instructive  paper  on  "  Progress  in  Pathology,"  im 
the  Western  Jour,  of  Med,^  Dr.  James  F.  Hibbard  gives  the  foUowiug 
summary  on  this  subject :  '^  Two  leading  theories  are  enteitained 
relation  to  suppurative  inflammation.  1.  The  plasma  of  the  blood  ia 
supposed  to  be  exuded  into  the  part  inflamed,  and  this  serves  as  a 
blastema  in  which  originate  cells  that  degenerate,  and  floating  in  a  li 
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quor  puris  constitutor's  pus,  This  is  the  teaching  of  the  most  eminent 
British  pathologists,  and  perhaps  the  Vienna  school  of  Germans.  2.  The 
cells  of  the  connective  tissue  multiply  by  proliferation,  and  then,  instead 

• 

of  developing  into  tissue  proper,  tliey  degenerate  into  pus  globules,  the 
more  fluid  parts  of  the  blood  exude  through  the  cells,  and  serve  as  the 
liquor  puris.  Ihis  is  the  doctrine  of  Virchow  and  the  Berlin  school  of 
German  pathologists. 

"Virchow  also  declared  that  neither  the  microscope  nor  chemistry 
showed  any  difference  between  pus  corpuscles  and  the  white  corpuscles' 
of  the  blood,  and  that  we  could  only  determine  whether  they  belonged 
to  one  or  the  other  class  by  ascertaining  whether  they  were  inside  or 
outside  the  blood  vessels. 

"  He  also  announced  the  existence  of,  and  pictured  certain  juice-bear 
ing  canals  in  connective  tissue,*  which  gave  passage  to  a  colorless  fluid 
from  the  blood,  that  nourished  parts  devoid  of  blood-vessels  proper, 
e.  g.  the  cornea,  intervascular  spaces,  etc. 

"  Certain  German  philosophers  have  apparently  convinced  the  world 
at  last  that  an  exterior  limiting  membrane  is  not  an  essential  part  of  a 
cell.  They  instance  the  amoeba  which  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  scale  of 
animal  existence,  and  which  consists  of  a  lump  of  homogeneous  proto- 
plasma.  It  takes  its  nourishment  by  causing  the  particle  of  organio 
substance  it  is  about  to  eat,  to  sink  into  its  substance  at  any  point ;  or 
perhaps  it  would  be  more  nearly  correct  to  say,  that  it  laps  itself  around 
its  food,  and  having  absorbed  from  the  aliment  what  it  can  use  as  nutri- 
ment,  unfolds  itself  and  permits  the  residue  to  escape.  It  possesses  the 
power  of  locomotion  by  virtue  of  sending  out  a  prolongation  of  its  sub- 
stance, or  several  such  prolongations,  attaching  one  to  some  supporting 
point,  and  then  following  to  that  point  with  its  whole  body. 

"  It  has  also  been  conceded  that  pus  corpuscles  and  blood  corpuscles 
(both  colored  and  white)  are  simple  lumps  of  protoplasms  without  cell- 
membrane.  This  latter  point  has  been  insisted  on  for  many  years  \}j 
Prof.  Dalton  in  our  own  country,  and  by  Beale  in  England. 

"  Recklinghausen  discovered  that  pus  corpuscles,  in  their  normal  con- 
dition, have  the  same  vital  power  of  altering  their  shape  and  changing 
their  position  that  is  possessed  by  the  amoeba,  and  these  phenomena 
ar6  accomplished  by  the  same  process. 

'  *'  Haeckel  ascertained  that  the  white  corpusples  of  the  blood  have  a 
similar  vital  endowment.   Thus  we  seem  to  arrive  at  the  fact  that  these 


♦  A  recent  writer  In  the  Medical  R«cf>rd  {^ves  Recklin<?hausei^  credit  for  first  having  proclaimecl 
these  cacals  iu  1SC2,  Lu  Viixhow  treats  of  thtm  at  some  length  in  his  work  published  in  1S53. 
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morphological  elements  of  the  human  frame  have  a  vitality  of  their 
owUf  correspondihg  to  that  of  the  simplest  animal  creation/ 

''  Cohnheim,  by  observation  on  inflamed  corneee  of  frogs,  determined^ 
first,  that  pus  corpuscles  are  not  transformed  connective  tissue  cells,  as 
supposed  by  Virchow ;  and,  secondly,  that  they  are  not  made  in  the 
oomea  at  all,  but  first  accumulate  at  the  border  of  the  cornea  in  con*- 
nection  with  congested  blood- vessels,  and  then  are  presently  transferred 
to  the  inflamed  point  in  the  cornea,  leaving  the  margin  clear  of  them. 

**  Certain  pigments,  aniline  blue  for  instance,  injected  into  the  circu- 
lation of  frogs,  will  color  the  white  corpuscles  of  the  blood  and  no  other 
texture.  Cohnheim  found  when  he  thus  colored  the  white  blood  cor- 
puscles of  a  frog,  and  then  produced  keratitis,  that  the  pus  corpuscles 
that  accumulated  on  the  margin  of  the  cornea  were  also  blue,  and  that 
they  were  transmitted  from  this  situation  to  the  inflamed  spot  through 
the  juice  canals  already  spoken  of.  Here,  then,  was  demonstrated  the 
important  &ct  that  pus  corpuscles  were  white  blood  corpuscles  in  an 
abnormal  situation.  No  wonder  Virchow  could  find  no  microscopical 
or  chemical  difierence  between  them. 

"  The  next  step  was  to  determine  how  these  colorless  corpuscles  of  the 
blood  accomplished  their  migration  from  the  interior  of  the  blood-ves- 
sels to  the  point  of  inflammation.  To  carry  out  this  purpose  observa- 
tions were  transferred  from  the  cornea  of  the  frog  to  his  mesentery, 
and  afber  all  the  necessary  preparations  were  made  and  precautions 
taken — ^and  they  were  numerous  and  intricate-^the  following  phenome- 
na were  established  :  the  mesentery  being  excited  to  inflammation,  the 
arteries  dilate  to  double  their  original  size,  the  current  of  blood  is  re 
tarded,  and  colorless  corpuscles  line  the  interior  of  the  arterial  walls. 
This  condition  of  the  arteries  remains  during  the  continuance  of  the  in- 

fla>nmation. 

''  Next  the  veins  also  enlarge  to  double  their  normal  caliber,  and 

have  the  white  corpuscles  form  a  motionless  layer  against  the  interior 
of  their  walls,  while  the  red  corpuscles  continue  in  a  laggard  stream 
along  their  centre.  After  awhile  a  white  corpuscle  sends  out  a  prolon* 
gation  against  the  wall  of  the  vessel  whidi  seems  to  push  the  wall  be- 
fore it,  making  a  protuberance  on  the  wall's  exterior.  This  protuber- 
ance  continues  to  enlarge,  soon  becomes  pear-shaped  and  attached  to 
the  vessel  only  by  a  slender  pedicle,  and  when  this  separates  there  is  a^ 
white  corpuscle  outside  the  vein,  with  one  or  several  projections,  and 
no  perceptible  opening  through  which  it  came.  Nevertheless,  Oed- 
mansson  discovered  stomata  in  the  walls  of  the  blood-vessels,  and 
Aeby  and  Ouerbach  found  the  same  in  the  walls  of  the  capillaries,  and 
it  is  by  these  that  the  active  globules  find  their  way  out. 
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"  This  transudation  continues  around  the  venous  surface  until  there  are 
several  rows  of  contractile  colorless  corpuscles  on  the  outside  of  the 
vessels,  and  still  they  continue  to  penetrate  its  walls. 

"  After  the  arteries  and  veins  have  been  in  these  conditions  some . 
time,  the  capillaries  also  enlarge  to  some  extent.  In  a  part  of  them  the 
current  of  the  blood  continues  normal,  in  another  part  it  is  retarded, 
while  in  the  remainder  there  is  complete  stasis.  Where  the  blood  is 
only  retarded  in  the  capillaries  the  white  corpuscles  penetrate  their 
walls  as  in  the  case  of  the  veins,  and  in  addition  a  few  of  the  red  cor- 
puscles also  follow  the  same  course.  Within  twenty -four  hours  the 
whole  field  of  observation  becomes  opaque,  the  once  transparent  mesen- 
tery being  infiltrated,  as  it  were,  with  pus  corpuscles  which  gradually 
make  their  appearance  on  the  surface  through  the  canals  of  the  connect- 
ing tissue,  still  keeping  up  their  amoeboid  movements,  and  with  the  in- 
flammatory products  making  the  ordinary  purulent  deposit  of  serous  ^ 
inflammution. 

"  Cohnheim  experimented  not  only  on  frogs,  but  also  on  rabbits  and 
oats  as  well,  and  with  like  results.  Koster,  Volkmann,  Hering,  and 
others,  have  pursued  the  same  line  of  investigation  as  Cohnheim,  and 
altogether  they  appear  to  have  established  that  in  all  suppuration  the 
entire  product  of  pus  corpuscles  are  but  the  migrated  white  corpuscles 
of  the  blood,  and  this,  whether  the  pus  is  formed  in  an  abcess,  on  serous 
surfaces,  or  on  mucous  membranes. 

"  In  answer  to  the  querv  that  every  one  is  doubtless  about  to  make 
as  to  how  the  large  amount  of  pus  corpuscles  in  extensive  suppurating 
surfaces  can  be  furnished  by  the  blood  when  that  fluid  contains  but  a 
small  percentage  of  this  morphological  element,  it  is  answered  that  in 
acute  inflammation  the  lymphatic  glands  and  spleen  become  hypersBmio 
and  very  active,  and  afford  a  large  and  rapid  supply  of  colorless  cor- 
puscles to  the  general  circulation." — Dental  Cosmos, 
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CRANIOLOaY. 


The  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  says :  "  Profess6r  Huxley  has  dealt 
a  blow  at  all  ethnological  systems  in  which  the  shape  of  the  skull  is 
erected  into  the  principal  standard  by  which  the  position  and  affinities 
of  a  race  are  to  be  judged.  In  a  speech  he  delivered  at  the  Prehistoric 
Congress  at  Norwich,  he  lays  it  down  that  the  skull  is  by  no  means  the 
^Ast  test  of  distinction.     Take,  for  instance,  he  says,  a  peasant  from 
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8w4)den  and  another  from  the  black  forei^t — both  handsome/ stalwart 
jAen,  and  both  manifestly  members  of  the  same  race — and  yoo  Will  find 
their  skulls  as  distinct  as  possible,  one  long  and  the  other  broad.  This 
characteristics  on  which  he  relies  ar^  complexion,  hair  and  eyes. 

"*  Guided  by  these,  mankind  may  be  divided  into — 1.  The  Austra- 
loid  type,  of  which  the  complexion  varies  from  dark  to  chocolate,  the 
eyes  are  black,  and  the  hair  long  and  wavy.  2.  The  Negroid  type,  in 
which  the  complexion  runs  down  to  absolute  blackness,  the  eyes  are 
dark,  and  the  hair  crisp  and  woolly.  3.  The  Mongoloid,  in  which  the 
skin  is  yellowish  or  olive,  the  eyes  black,  and  the  hair  straight  and 
lanky.  4.  The  Xanthochroid  or  BJondc,  which  has  fair  skin,  showing 
through  it  the  pink  tinge  of  the  blood,  jellow  hair  and  blue  eyes.  In 
the  two  latter  of  these  types  the  skull  is  variable,  in  the  two  former  it 
is  invariably  long.  The  Mongoloid  and  the  Xanthochroid  races  present 
no  special  difficulties  in  their  geographical  distribution.  The  former 
have  spread  from  Northern  Asia  all  over  the  two  Americas;  the  Xan- 
thochroid have  emerged  from  the  Himalaya  and  the  Caucasus,  to  cover 
large  continuous  tracts  of  Asia  and  Europe.  But  the  other  two  types 
present  singular  geographical  anomalies.  The  Austral oid  type  is  found 
only  in  the  mainland  of  Australia,  far  away  in  Central  India,  in  some 
tribes  of  the  Deccan,  and  again  in  the  ancient  Eg)  ptians,  as  depicted 
on  their  monuments.  The  Negroid  type,  whose  home  is  Africa — but 
only  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara — is  only  found  again  at  a  vast  distance 
in  Malacca,  in  the  Andaman  islands,  and  in  a  line  runnin-i  round  Aus- 
tralia, and  including  Papua,  the  Fiji  Islands,  and  Tasmania.  Whence 
this  singular  distribution  ?  Does  it  not  point  to  a  vastly  remote  time, 
when  these  distant  localities,  between  which  there  now  rolls  a  vast 
ocean,  were  parts  of  one  tropical  continent  ?  And  if  so,  does  it  not 
throw  back  the  appearance  of  man  upon  the  globe  to  an  era  immeasur- 
ably more  remote  than  has  ever  yet  been  assigned  to  it  by  the  boldest 
speculators  V  " — Demtal  Cosmos. 
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[Seloctions  from  the  Annuaire  de  Therapeutique,  for  1868] 
Translated  by  GEO.  B.  WALTON,  M.  D. 

Sulphate  of  Soda  for  Ramoval  of  Spots  on  the  Cornea, 

(De  Luca.) 

It  occurred  to  me  that  the  sulphate  of  soda,  which  has  the  property 
of  maintaining  the  fibrin  of  the  blood  in  solution,  might  act  favorably 
upon  the  eye,  by  causing  spots  upon  the  cornea  to  disappear. 


/ 
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:  Ao€ordki|^7, 1  employied  the  sulphate  of  soda  in  very  fbie  polrde)^ ; 
The  head  of  the  patient  is  placed  almost  horizontally^  and  then  a  smal) 
quantity  of  the  powder  is  let  fall  upon  the  globe  of  the  eye.    The  pow* ; 
der  is  dissolved  by  the  liquids  of  the  eye.    The  results  pbtallied  by  this : 
method  are  satisfactory,  for  after  a  few  dnys'  treatment,  the  spots  com- 
mence  to  disappear.     After  the  usage  of  this  powder,  in  this  manner 
twice  a  day,  patients  that  could  not  see  at  all  before,  are  able,  not  only 
to  distinguish  light,  but  to  perceive  movements. 

Patients  submitted  to  this  treatment  feel  a  very  agreeable,  cool  sen- 
sation when  the  powder  is  dissolving  in  the  eye. 

Nitrate  of  Potassa  in  Mentagra.— (i'.  Stewart.) 

The  nitrate  of  potassa  has  been  successful  in  all  the  cases  of  sycosis 
menti  that  1  have  lately  treated.  The  action  of  this  agent  is  njore  rapid 
and  more  certain  than  any  other  that  I  have  seen  used.  In  a  few  Jays 
I  have  cured  serious  cases  that  have  resisted  other  treatment  for  some 
weeks.  I  use  a  saturated  aqueous  solution  of  the  salt,  Avith  Aviiich  the 
pustules  are  thoroughly  moistened  throe  or  four  times  a  day.  If  the 
solution  causes  much  smarting,  it  should  be  diluted  until  the  patient 
can  tolerate  it.  A  concentrated  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa  can  be 
employed  with  equal  success. 

Rubefacient  and  Anodyne  Lininient.--(^«!/«?<^) 
The  English  liniment,  which  has  been  brought  so  much  in  vogue  by 
M.  le  due  de  Morny,  reddens  the  skin   in  a  few   minutes,  and   readily 
calms  neuralgic  pain.     It  has  been  analyzed  by  M.  Mayet,  who  finds  it 
composed  as  f(>lIows : — 

IJ. — Liquor  Ammonia — ^25  do^n^es 5  iss, 

.  Chloroform, 3  i. 

Camphor, ^  iss, 

Tr.  Opium, |  ss, 

Alcohol — 90  degrees, |  iii,  and  3  vi.-^M. 

A  piece  of  flannel  is  moistened  with  this  liquid,  and  applied  to  the 
part  of  the  body  where  it  is  desired  to  produce  revulsion. 

Ether  Spray  in  Epilation. 
This  is  a  simple  application  of  Richardson's  invention,  that  certainly 
must  be  very  satisfactory  to  patients  who  must  undergo  this  painful 
operation.  Says  M.  Horand:  ''By  the  aid  of  local  anaesthesia  we 
have  been  able  to  perform  epilation  without  pain  on  patients  afflicted 
with  favus,  sycosis  aud  impetigo." 

Ether  Spray  on  the  Vertebral  Column  in  Chorea, 
A  little  child  of  7  years,  pupil  of  the  Orphanage  of  TEnfant  Jesus, 
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entered  the  hospital,  because  of  a  very  marked  chorea,  which  showed 
itself  for  the  second  time  in  two  years.  After  having  employed  all 
means,  tonic  and  antispasmodic,  M.  Xubelski  anaesthetized  the  spinal 
column  by  means  of  a  current  of  sulphuric  ether  spray  projected  by  tlie 
apparatus  used  by  dentists,  the  two  points  being  placed  on  either  side 
of  the  column.  After  two  affusions  of  three  to  five  minutes  each,  the 
disordered  movements  lessened,  and  soon  assumed  their  normal  char- 
acter. 

Bichromate  of  Potassa  in  Syphilis.— (i>o?&eaM.) 

Several  observers  have  praised  the  bichromate  of  potassa  in  syphilis. 
Here  are  the  foots  that  M.  Dolbeau  adds  to  the  therapeutics  of  this 
agent  : 

"In  1865,  says  lie,  when  I  was  Surgeon  of  the  Lourcine  Hospital,  I 
had  under  my  charge  two  wards.  In  the  first,  all  the  women  w;ei5B 
treated  by  the  bichromate  of  potassa,  intus  et  extra.  In  the  second,  the 
liquor  of  Van  Sweitpn  was  given.  All  the  syphilitics  were  equi^j 
freed  from  their  symptoms,  perhaps  those  who  took  the  biohromate  ijf 
potassa,  recovered  a  little  more  slowly. 

"When  the  Lourcine  patients  go  out  of  the  hospital,  and  are  attack^ 
by  new  symptoms,  it  is  very  rarely,  indeed,  that  they  do  not  pre^99$ 
themselves  at  the  hospital  for  treatment.  We  can,  therefore,  with 
some  confidence,  consult  the  hospital  register  to  determine  approxi- 
matively  the  number  of  relapses. 

"  One  hundred  and  thirty-one  patients  were  treated  in  my  service  v^ 
the  year  1865.  Of  this  number,  eighty  were  subjected  to  mercurial 
treatment,  and  of  these,  forty-four  have  since  been  readmitted  for  trej^tr 
ment.  Forty -four  relapses  in  eighty  is  a  little  more  than  half.  Fifty- 
one  were  treated  with  the  bichromate  of  potassa,  and  of  this  number 
thirty  have  returned. 

To  well  appreciate  these  facts,  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  into  ac- 
count the  duration  of  treatment,  which  is  extremely  variable  according 
to  the  case.     I  give  the  figures  as  I  have  collected  them. 

"  Do  not  think  my  conclusions  are  favorable  to  the  employment  of 
the  bichromate  of  potassa.  No.  I  still  rest  in  doubt.  But  this  I  will 
affirm,  that  the  employment  of  this  medication  has  been  without  ii^cpn- 
venience ;  that  it  has  not  prevented  the  disappearanre  of  the  symptoms ; 
and  that  its  trial  can  be  recommended. 

"  I  terminate  by  placing  the  question  in  this  form  : — 

"  1st.  Either  the  bichromate  of  potassa  is  an  an ti -syphilitic,  or  it ,13 
without  action  in  syphilis. 

"2d.  If  the  bichromate  of  potassa  is  an  anti- syphilitic,  it  is  prefera- 
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ble  to  mercury,  which  has  multiple  inconveniences ;  but,  if  the  bichro- 
mate  of  potassa  is  without  action  in  syphilis,  we  ai^e  forced  to  the  con- 
clusion that  this  disease,  left  to  itself,  follows  a  course  of  evolution,  and 
^ts  well  spontaneously,  without  the  mterventiou  of  mercurial  prepara- 
tions." 

Of  the  Employflient  of  Sulphites  and  H3rposTilphites. 

(J.  Polli^  of  Milan.) 

These  salts,  since  the  investigations  of  M.  PoUi,  have  been  employed  : 
'     1st.  In   dressing  ill  conditioned   wounds,  ichorous,  gangrenous  and 
phagedenic,  in  which  cases  they  purify  the  surface,  and  facilitate  cicatrix 
zation. 

2d.  In  eruptive  fevers  as  Rubeola,  Scarlatina,  Variola,  Erysipelas, 
tjjiey  simplify  the  course,  and  prevent  untoward  sequelse. 

3d.  In  marsh,  intermittent,  or  paludal  fevers. 

4th,  In  epidemic  or  contagious  typhoid  fevers. 

6th.     In  fevers  due  to  purulent  or  putrid  absorption,   (npsocomi^, 
puerperal,  and  from  dissection  wounds.) 

.6th.  In  veterinary  medicine, ai^  in  carbuncles  at^d  tyjhoid  fevers  of- 
homed  animals,  and  in  the  glanders  of  horses. 

'  The  treatment  consists  in  giving,  during  the  twenty-four  hours,  thi^e^ 
or  four  drachms  of  the  sulphite  of  magnesia  in  divided  doses  of  aboi^t 
tiWo  scruples  each ;  or  give  four  or  five  drachms  of  the  sulphite  of  sojcla 
in  twenty- four  hours  in  divided  doses,  in  solution  with  syrup,  or  in  ane- 
ipas.  The  hyposulphite  of  magnesia  and  soda,  and  especially  the  lat- 
ter, are  somewhat  cathartic.  They  act  only  as  anti  fermentatives  when 
they  are  transformed  in  the  circulation  into  sulphites  and  bisulphites. 
Thus  the  hyposulphites  are  only  secondary  in  antizymotic  treatment, 
and  it  is  only  when  given  in  small  doses  and  for  a  long  time  continued, 
that  they  act  with  efficacy,  as  do  the  sulphites. —  Cincinnati  Lancet  and 
Observer, 
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SYCOSIS,  AND  ITS  TREATMENT. 


BT  WM.  MASON  TURNER,  M.  D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 


This  affection  of  the  skin,  known  in  English  as  Sycosis  or  Barber^s 
Itchy  in  French  as  Si/cose^  in  German  as  FeiywarzeUy  in  Italian  as  fiTy- 
eosSy  in  Spanish  as  Sycosis^  may  be  defined  as  an  afiection  of  the  pilous 
ibllides  characterized  by  a  successive  eruption  of  small,  sharp  pointed 


SM 


1 

Ttke  .JcurmU  of  McUmria,  Jteckoa^ 


pustules,  scattered  or-  disposed  in  groups,  oyer  the  .obiD)  the  vpper  Aif$ 
OTer  the  sab-maxillary  region,  and  the  lateral- portions  of  the  face.  Dr^ 
Wood  says:  "In  other  words,  it  is  confined  to  the  hairy  portions- of 
the  face,"  including,  of  course,  the  eyebrows. 

,  It  corresponds  to  the  dartre  pustuleuse  mentagxf^  of  Alibert  (Nysten. 
Dictionnaire  Med,).  The  affections  with  which  it  may  be  confounded 
most  generally,  are  ecthyma  and  syphilitic  pustules.  Other  diseases 
of  the  iskm  may  be  mistaken  fur  sycosis,  but  the  differential  diognosis 
between  it  and  the  forms  of  skin  affections,  is  the  most  difficult,  gener- 
ally speaking. 

From  ecthyma,  it  may  be  told  by  the  greater  size  of  the  pustules  of 
the  former — and  by  the  larger,  thicker,  and  more  adhesive  crust  noted 
in  that  disease.  From  syphilitic  pustules  it  may  be  recognised  by  the 
fact  that  the  latter  (syphilitic  pustules)  are  without  the  heat  and  pain 
of  the  disorder  under  consideration,  are  also  flatter,  slower  in  their 
march,  surrounded  by  a  copper  colored  border,  and  situated  in  other 
portions  of  the  face  besides  the  hairy  parts.     (Wood.) 

By  the  best  authority,  barber's  itch  is  not  considered  contagious, 
though  some  prominent  men  in  the  medical  world  have  vigorously  up- 
held that  idea.  M.  Fovillo  is  certain  that  he  saw  a  number  of  cases, 
in  w^hich  the  disorder  had  been  transmitted  by  the  use  of  one  razor, 
with  which  a  man  suffering  from  the  affection  had  been  sometime  be- 
fore shaved.  M.  Gruby  thinks  that  the  disorder  is  due  to  a  crypto- 
gam in  the  beard.  M.  Bazin,  that  in  the  ordinary  run  of  cases,  it  is  at- 
tributable to  a  microscopic  plant  growing  bet^veen  the  hair  and  the 
capsule,  in  the  hair  capsule,  hence  his  name  for  this  plant  is  tinea  sycosa^ 
It  was  formerly  thought  that  is  was  due  simply  to  filth,  and  looseness 
of  habit,  but  this  idea  has  long  since  exploded.  I,  myself,  have  seen  it 
in  persons  most  exemplary,  even  fastidious  in  personal  habits.  I  have 
seen  it  in  the  eye-brows  of  delicate  women  and  children,  where  to  sus- 
pect debauchery  or  filth  would  be  simply  an  absurdity.  In  my  opin- 
ion, the  scrofulous  diathesis  has  most  to  do  with  it.  The  exciting  caus- 
es, of  course,  are  any  local  irritation,  or  whatever  may  occasion  an  hab- 
itual and  undue  flow  of  blood  to  the  parts — the  follicles  then  being 
&rced,  we  might  say,  to  a  speedy  germination,  or,  more  properly,  mat* 
uration.  Hence  it  occurs  most  frequently  in  men,  and  in  men  who 
shave  frequently  w  ith  insufficient  soap,  and  badly  set  razors.  And  so 
experience  teaches  us. 

Barber's  Itch  has  been  known  for  centuries  upon  centuries,  and  in  itsf 
treatment,  has  proved  itscif,  of  old  as  of  to  day.  exceedingly  obstinate 
and  vexatious — a  great  deal  of  this  being   due  to  the  impatience  of  the 
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•iibjeetiilider>  treatment  As  it  is  u&sightly,  »nd  suggestive,  say  wlial 
"we  ZQajj  of  filth,  and  oftentimes  of  somethitig  worse,  the  patient  is  very 
latnrally,  -whether  not  guilty  or  guilty  of  the  "soft  impeachme;^t,"  aiii- 
Sous  to  get  rid  of  the  disfigurement,  fbr,  so  far  as  pain  and  suffering  is 
eoncemed,  it  can,  in  the  generality  of  cases,  scarcely  be  dignified  by  the 
title  of  a  disease.  Whatever  then  may  tend  to  throw  light  on  the  affec- 
tion so  far  as  regards  its  treatment,  should  be  both  interesting  and  ac- 
ceptable.    It  is  the  aim  of  this  paper  to  meet  that  point,  briefly. 

Ambrose  Tardieu — ^good  authority — says :  "  Mentagra  (or  sycosis) 
is  an  affection  which  has  been  known  from  ancient  times  (Pliny)  and 
reported  to  be  contagious,  but  without  sufficient  proofs.  It  consists  of 
a  successive  eruption  of  small,  pointed  pustules,  on  the  upper  lip,  the 
chin,  and,  generally  speaking,  those  parts  occupied  by  the  beard.  An 
exudation  which  is  not  slow  in  forming  more  or  less  extensive  crusts, 
succeeds  these  pustules.  During  the  progress  of  the  disorder,  the  skiA 
become^  swollen,  and  covered  with  tuberculous  pimples,  upon  which 
new  pustules  develope,  and  which  showing  red  and  crusty  sufaces,  give 
to  the  face  a  hideous  and  characteristic  aspect.  The  hair  (beard)  are 
destroyed  more  or  k  ss. 

"  Mentagra  is  in  general  of  a  long  duration,  and  has  a  marked  ten- 
dency to  return.  The  beard  should  be  trimmed  and  the  razor  avoided. 
Emollient  applications,  mild  alteratives,  aided  by  laxatives,  and  an  ap- 
propriate regimen,  constitute  the  most  successful  means  of  treatment." 
— Manuel  de  Pathologie  et  de  Clinique  Medicahs,  par  Amhroise  Pardieu, 

The  celebrated  Piorry,  in  his  own  peculiar  style,  says:  "Among  in- 
dividuals whose  beard  is  stiff  and  thick — among  those  who  shave  badly, 
too  oflen,  too  close,  and  in  the  wrong  direction,  or  with  razors  which 
are  not  well  sharpened ;  among  persons  again,  who  do  not  use  enough 
soap  foam,  or  who  make  a  practice  of  dusting  their  faces  with  irritating 
cosmetics,  we  often  see,  on  the  chin,  on  the  lips,  or  on  the  cheeks,  little 
red  elevations  similar  to  those  to  which  reference  has  been  before^ 
made,  but  with  this  difference,  that  we  see  in  their  cientre  a  hair  recent' 
ly  cut.  When  shaving  is  repeated  the  inflamamtion  continues ;  the 
beard  dragged  by  the  razor  irritates  the  bottom  of  the  cavity  where  it 
is  formed,  and  the  corresponding  trichadenes,  become  in  twenty-four  oi^ 
thirty -six  hours,  the  seat  of  small  abcesses.  These  pus- like  formations 
are  raised,  elevating  the  epiderm,  opening  and  forming  scabs,  below 
which  is  a  small  excavation,  which,  if  the  disease  persists,  ulcerates. 
Finally,  chronic  conditions  are  the  result,  such  for  example  as  conges- 
tion^ ulcerations,  indurations,  fistules,  hypertrophies,  atrophies,  eta* 
— Traite  de  Medecine  Pratique,  par  P.  A.  Piorry. 
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P Lorry's  treatment  is,  for  the  most  part  in  ordinary  cases,  topipal^. 
'itti3  the  remedy  "the  pointed  stick  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  applied  cau- 
fidusly  but  thoroughly. 

Dr.  Wood  says,  that  especial  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  general 
health  of  the  patient,  and  his  habits  so  regulated  as  not  to  act  as  excit- 
ant causes.  Bleeding  and  moderate  purging  according  to  condition  o 
patient — blue  mass  or  calomel  in  small  doses,  followed  by  saline  ca 
tshartics.  He  recommends  tonics  in  chronic  cases,  and  sometimes,  very 
cautiously,  Donovan's  solution.  Ssissors,  and  not  the  razor,  should  be 
used — the  latter  abjured.  Locally  he  recommends  demulcent  lotions 
at  first',  as  the  complaint  advances,  more  stimulant  preparations,  such 
as  diluted  alcohol,  diluted  spirits  lavender,  cologne  water,  a  solution 
corrosive  sublimate  in  alcohol  and  water,  and  the  different  ointmentfl, 
etc.,  etc. 

Among  the  best  local  applications  for  barber's  itch,  I  beg  leave  taap- 
j^nd  the  following  : 

I.  The  Sulphuric  Acid  Ointment  of  Bragnatelli,  which  is — 

5     01.  Oliv I  viij. 

Add  gradually,  constantly  stirring, 

Acid  Sulphur |  v. 

Let  it  stand  a  day,  wash  it  well  with  tepid  water  until  it  will  not  red* 
den  litmus  paper.      Use  it  very  delicately  once  a  day — ^small  porti(% 

II.  The  Chlorine  Water  of  Augustin,  which  is — 

5     Chlorine  Water 5  i. 

Lard .* |  viij, 

M,     Rub  well,  and  apply  at  night. 

III.  The  Lime  Ointment  of  Ravino,  which  is — 

.  5     Lime 3  i. 

Linseed  Oil §  iij. 

Mucilage  of  Quince  Seeds |  ij. 

M.,  and  apply  at  night. 

IV.  The  Lime  Ointment  of  the  Ferrara  Ph.,  which  is — 
Q     Calcis  and  Sulphuris aa  |  ij. 

Sodse  Murias |  i. 

^  Adeps ,  3i. 

01.  Olive 3ij. 

M.    S.     As  a  friction  at  night.  ' 

¥;     The  Lotion  of  the  Corrosive  Sublimate  of  Good,  whidi  ii 

5     Hydrarg.  chlor.  corros 3  i. 

AqucB  Distillat ^  I  vj. 
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Bolye  bene,  et  adde, 

Ammon.  Murias. 3  )j. 

Potass.  Nitras |  ss. 

Dissolve.     Use  as  a  wash,  once  (at  nigbt). 
VI.     Ointment  of  Carbonate  of  Potassa  of  Brera,  which  ii 

]^     Potass.  Carb y §  i. 

Sulphur §  ij. 

Adeps I  iv. 

M.     Apply  at  night. 
(This  is  likewise  one  of  the  best  ointments  ever  used   in  commoii 
seabies.     It  is  as  "old  as  the  hills,"  but  none  the  worse  for  "a'  that"). 

VIL  Mixture  of  Sulphuret  of  Sodium  and  Sal  Ammoniac  of  Van 
Hont,  which  is — 

5     Sodii  Sulphuret 3  i. 

Ammon.  Mur gr.  L. 

Dissolve  each  in  six  ounces  of  water ;  mix  the  solutions,  having  first 
filtered  them.     Use  lightly  as  a  wash. 

The  above  preparations  will  be  found  very  good  in  the  treatment  of 
sycosis  topically.  "^They  have  been  used  considerably  already,  and  f€fs 
one  I  know  their  value.  I  should  say  that  each  of  the  above  has  also 
be^  used  with  great  effect  in  scabies. 

But  for  my  part — and  I  now  come  to  what  experience  has  taught  me, 
I  much  prefer  the  following  line  of  treatment,  which  I  have  never  yet 
had  to  fail  in  a  single  instance. 

Last  summer  and  fall  I  had  a  good  many  well-defined  cases  of  syco- 
sis. The  affection  seemed  almost  epidemic,  and  for  several  reasons  I 
was  led  to  believe  that  it  was  contagious.  However,  be  that  "as' it  may.. 
For  some  days  my  remedies  were  unsuccessful — and  put  sadly  to  it !  I 
-went  to  the  books.  Result  no  better.  I  then  hit  on  the  following,[for 
which,  so  far  as  I  know,  I  am  alone  responsible. 

In  the  first  place,  be  the  condition  of  the  system  what  it  was,  I  order- 
ed trial : 

5^     Potass,  chlorid 3  ij. 

Syr.  Sarsaparil.  Co |  iv. 

Hydr.  Chlor.  Corros gr.  ^. 

M.     S.     A  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 
I  continued  this  one  week,  and  then  directed  to-wit : 

5     Cold  Infus.  Rad.  Columbse §  iv. 

Tinct.  Guaiac |  i. 

Sodas  Bicarb 3  ij, 

Aqtise  Menth |  ij. 
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Solve  bene  et  adde, 

Syr.  Sacch ^5  'J- 

M.     S.     Tablespoonful  four  times  a  daj. 
At  the  same  time  I  directed  that  the  face  should  be  clipped  clean  of 
the  beard  with  curved  scissors — washed  several  times  a  day  with  pure 
sapo.  hispan,  and  during  the  day,  the  inflamed  parts  anointed  with — 

5     Glycerine •  |  ss. 

Elix.  Opii 3  iis.    M. 

At  night,  the  face  again  tjiorowghly  washed  with  soap  (Castile)  and 
warm  water,  and  afterwards  with  a  solution  of  sodso  bicarb.,  and  then 
applied  thoroughly  the  following  ointment : 

5     Unguent  Hydr.  -Nitrat 3  i. 

Unguent  lodin.  Co.   3  ij. 

Unguent  Picis  Liquid 3  viss. 

Morph.  Sulph grs.  ij. 

Sodaj  Bicarb 3  i. 

M.  Tere  bene.  S.  Apply  at  night,  well. 
Now,  compatible  or  incompatible,  the  above  ointment,  with  the  iiv* 
ternal  treatment  as  given  before — ^a  most  magical — to  m«  as  a  practi- 
tioner, delightful  effect  followed.  Never,  after  that,  had  I  any  trouble 
whatsoever  with  sycosis.  And  before  I  close,  I  would  state  that  I  hav^ 
found  the  above  excellent  treatment  in  acne  adolesoens. 
•  For  what  the  above  is  worth,  I  give  it  to  the  profession. — New  Or* 
leans  Jour,  of  Medicine. 

TREATMENT  OF  NEURALGIA, 


Dr.  William  A.  Hammond,  in  a  lecture  delivered  at  the  Bellevue- 
Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York,  reported  in  the  New  York  Medi- 
cal Gazette,  for  April  25th,  1868,  recommends  in  the  treatment  of  neu- 
ralgia to  give  tonics :  the  best  of  the  minerals  is  iron,  the  best  of  the 
▼egetables,  quinine,  and  they  may  be  advantageously  combined.  For 
eradicating  the  tendency  to  the  disease  the  quinine  should  be  given  in 
frequent  small  doses.;  not  more  than  two  grains,  even  half  a  grain  is 
often  sufficient,  with  one  or  two  grains  of  iron.  The  quinine  may  be 
used  subcutaneously.  L  have  used  an  etherial  solution,  and  have  been , 
pleased  with  its  working.  A  dose  of  one  or  two  grains  once  a  day  is 
sufficient,  as  it  is  all  absorbed  and  none  goes  off  in  fsBces,  as  it  does  if 
given  by  the  mouth  even  in  very  small  doses.  This  I  have  proven  bj 
experiment.     Of  course  arsenic  may  be  used  as  a  succcdaneum. 


r 
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A  remed;  wbigh  at  ono  time  enjoyed  great  reputation,  is  belIadonn&. 
Some  years  ago  Mr,  TumbuU  published  a  large  number  of  cases,  ail 
of  which  had  been  successfully  treated  with  this  agent.  This  great  uni- 
formity of  success  laid  the  report  open  tp  suspicion,  cither  that  thei-8 
had  boon  a  mistalte  in  diagnosis,  or  that  the  reporter  was  misrepresent- 
ing. Nevertheless,  a  good  extract  of  belladonna  is  a  very  efficient' 
drug  against  neuralgia.  I  have  not  used  atropia  much,  because  I  have 
found  some  specimens  quite  inert,  and  because  if  it  he  good  the  dose  is 
Tery  small  and  difficult  to  graduate.  The  use  of  belladonna  is  chiefly 
to  change  the  habit  of  the  system,  and  you  may  begin  with  doses  of 
one-fourtii  of  a  grain  and  increase  as  necessary.  It  acts  in  some  un- 
known way  upon  the  nervous  system  ;  very  probably,  partly  by  con- 
tracting the  capillaries,  just  as  it  does  in  diseases  of  the  spinal  cordj 
but  this  is  not  its  only  action,  for  ergot,  which  has  still  greater  power 
over  the  capillaries,  does  not  influence  neuralgia  so  favorably. 

The  hypophosphites  may  be  given  in  doses  of  from  ten  Co  twenty 
grains,  or  of  a  drachm  of  the  syrup.  '  They  act  hy  setting  free  phospho- 
rus in  the  stomach.  They  are  less  eflicaciotis,  but  less  offensive  than 
the  pure  phosphorus.  If  the  latter  be  used  the  dose  is  from  one  sixti- 
eth to  one  fortieth  of  a  grain. 

.  ■  Tkt  Stlief  of  the  Paroxysm. — ^The  patient  will  generally  submit  to 
any  infliction  if  it  gives  a  reasonable  hope  of  alleviation  of  the  pain.  I 
remember  to  have  seen  s  woman  in  the  West  whose  face  had  been 
shockingly  scarred  by  the  application  of  a  hot  poker  for  facial  neural- 
gia. You  may  use  first,  subcutaneous  injections  of  morphia.  Former- 
\j  it  vBs  thought  necessary  to  make  the  injection  near  the  painful  point, 
and  thus  sometimes  accidents  occurred,  such  as  supra- orbital  abscess. 
Tou  should  always  avoid  the  face  for  subcutaneous  injection;  a  good 
point  ia  the  inside  of  the  arm  in  the  loose  vascalar  shin.  Three  or 
four  drops,  containing  the  eighth  of  a  grain,  are  generally  sufficient, 
though  if  the  pain  be  severe  a  very  much  larger  quantity  may  he  given, 
and  I  should  advise  you  always  to  give  enough,  so  as  not  to  be  obliged 
to  repeat  the  operation. 

Next  in  value  probably  is  aconite.  If  you  simply  rub  with  a  rag 
the  tincture  upon  the  painful  point  till  pricking  is  felt,  its  internal  use 
is  unnecessary,  I  once  caused  temporary  paralysis  of  the  arm  inalady 
by  too  free  an  application  of  the  tincture.  Chloroform,  internally,  ex 
temally,  or  by  inhalation,  not  carried  to  the  degree  of  insensibility. 
Beyond  the  immediate  relief  repetition  of  the  inhalation  may  break  up 
the  paroxysm. 

You  may  also  successfully  use  galvanism  for  the  relief  of  the  parnx- 
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ysm,  and  for  breaking  up  the  habit  of  the  disease.  So  far  as  my  ei^ 
rience  extends,  both  objects  are  best  aoconiplished  through  the  use  df 
the  direct  galvanic  current.  For  the  first  apply  the  poles  so  th^t  the 
position  is  n?ar  the  seat  of  the  greatest  pain,  and  pass  the  current  coh" 
tinuouslyf  for  several  minutes.  To  change  the  habit  of  the  system,  aj>» 
ply  one  pole  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  the  other  over  the  course  (k 
each  systemic  nerve,  moving  it  along  the  neck.  Duchenne  thinks  yoa 
can  generally  relieve  neuralgia  by  Faradization.  I  have  not  been  so 
uniformly  successful,  yet  I  think  you  will  often  effect  a  cure  by  the  ap- 
plications I  have  mentioned. 

As  a  last  resort  you  have  the  surgical  remedy  of  division  of  the 
Qerve.  Formerly  the  blunder  of  dividing  the  facial,  or  motor  nerve 
was  committed.  Of  late  some  quite  difficult  operations  have  been  per-: 
formed,  such  as  the  section  of  the  inferior  maxillary  and  supra  orbital 
nerves.  If  you  resort  to  such  an  expedient  be  sure  to  excise  a  portion, 
say  a  fiflh  of  an  inch,  as  simple  division  does  not  prevent  the  reunion 
of  the  nerve.    The  regulation  of  the  diet  should  be  the  same  as  for  the 

diseases  of  which  I  have  already  spoken.  The  use  of  tea  I  think  gener^ 
ally  aggravates  neuralgia ;  while  coffee  on  the  contrary  does  not,  but  if 

strong  is  often  of  service.     You  will  therefore  do  well  to  interdict  the 

use  of  the  former. — Half-  Yearly  Cqnipendium, 
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TREATMENT  OP  DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART. 


Dr.  S.  O-  Habershon,  in  an  interesting  paper  in  the  volume  of  Chty*s 
Hospital  EeportSy  lays  down  seven  principles  of  treatment  in  all  cases  of 
heasrt  disease.  * 

The^r^^  is,  as  far  as  possible,  to  lessen  its  work ;  and  this  may,  to 
some  extent,  be  effected  by  mechanical  rest,  by  a  recumbent  position, 
and  by  the  avoidance  of  sudden  changes  of  temperature. 

The  second  is  to  insure  regularity  of  actiony  by  avoiding  mental  ex- 
oltement,  by  guarding  against  indigestion,  and  by  never  allowing  con- 
stipation to  continue. 

The  third  is  to  lessen  distension,  especially  the  right  side  of  the  heart, 
by  purgatives,  diuretics,  and  by  mechanically  diminishing  the  quantity 
of  fluid  in  circulation. 

The  fourth  is  the  preventive  of  syncope.  With  this  view,  sudden 
muscular  movements  must  be  avoided  ;  stimulants  may  be  required,  as 
ammonia,  brandy,  etc. ;  and  sedatives  must  be  with-held  or  cautiously 
administered. ' 
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The  fifth  is  to  strengthen  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  heart,  by  suita- 
ble nourishment,  a  bracing  air,  if  other  conditions  'allow  ;  chalybeate 
medicines,  and  if  the  patient  be  exhausted  by  want  of  sleep,  this  symp- 
tom must,  if  possible,  be  relieved. 

The  sixth  is  to  prevent  fibrillation  ©f  the  blood.  For  this  purpose 
earbonate  of  ammonia  will  often  be  useful ;  other  alkalies,  as  potash, 
soda,  and  their  salts,  may  be  beneficial,  but,  if  long  continued  in  con- 
siderable doses,  Dr.  H.  says,  they  depress  tbe  action  of  the  heart.  The 
acetate  and  iodide  of  potash  may  be  advantageously  combined  with  the 
earbonate  of  ammonia,  or  perhaps  the  hydro- chlorate  of  ammonia. 

The  B^ventk  is  to  prevent  secondary  complications,  and  to  relieve 
them  when  produced.  These  complications  are— -1st,  broncho-pneumo- 
nia and  pleuritic  effusion ;  2d,  pulmonary  apoplexy  and  other  hemor- 
rhages ;  3d,  visceral  engorgement,  hepatic  and  renal  congestions,  with 
ascites  and  anasarca.  By  freely  acting  on  the  bowels,  the  portal  con- 
gestion is  greatly  diminished,  and  the  liver  is  enabled  to  act  in  a  nor- 
mal manner.  Thus  a  free  merciirlal  purge  is  of  great  value.  The  kid- 
neys may  be  excited  to  a  more  vigorous  action  by  a  oombinatioa  <^ 
mercarial  medicine  with  squill  and  with  digitalis,  when  tite  latter  can 
be  borne.  SiJivation  should  be  avoided.  Diuretics  are  useful.  Ad 
e£bctual  way  of  diminishing  the  anasarca  is  by  puncturing  the  skin  on 
Ike  thighs.  Hie  pulmonary  engorgement  is  sometimes  greatly  reduc- 
ed by  applying  cupipin^glasses  between  the  shoulders,  or  by  the  i^li- 
^tion  of  a  blister  to  the  chest. — i^.  0.  Jomr,  0/  M$d. 


-•-*- 


OF 

Therapeutics   and   IJCateria   IJCedica. 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis. — {  University  pf  Pennsylvania^  Medical  CHn- 
•«. — Service  of  Dr.  T.  G.  Smith.) — A  sallow,  debilitated  Icoking  wo- 
man— bright  eyes,  and  sharp  fkee  with  anxious  expression.  Dullness 
nnder  the  right  clavicle — also  in  the  same  locality,  feeble  respiration, 
acd  a  dec'ded  click  at  the  end  of  each  inspiration.  Suffers  firom  a  con- 
stant cough,  and  has  colliquative  sweats.  Also  irritation  of  pulse  and 
a  diarrhoea.  The  menstrual  flow  has  some  time  since  ceas^,  though 
the  woman  is  quite  young.  Lower  down  in  the  same  lung  we  find 
moist  rales.     This  case  is   diagonised  as   the  beginning   of  the  second 
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ttage  of  pkthisit  pulmonalis.  Cessation  of  the  menses  u"''"i'  such 
circumstances  is  a  very  common  occurrence,  and  is  regarded  &s  a  fine 
diagnostic  symptom. 

The  treatment  is  to  arrest  the  irritating  and  debiliUting  cciigh— to 
improve  the  constitution  and  to  arrest  the  diarrhcea.  In  regard  to  the 
latter,  the  following,  in  this  woman's  case,  is  about  the  best  remedy 
that  we  may  employ  ; 

5     Bismuth  Subnit 3  i. 

Ossii.  Puiv gr.  'ij- 

■Sacch.  Lactia gr.  xii. 

M.  Ft.  pulv.  dv.  in  cht.  No.  xii.— S.  one  t.  d.  Before  meals. 
Sacch.  lac  is  much  better  than  ordinary   sacch.  alb.,  not  only  as  a 
treatment,  but  for  other  reasons  also. 

Several  cough  mixtures  present  themselves.  Cough  mixtures  should 
not  be  used  unless  imperatively  demanded — for  they  have  a  tendenoy 
to  impair  tone  of  stomach.  In  this  case  they  are  undoubtedly  indicat- 
ed. One  of  my  best,  and  the  simplest,  is  equal  parts  of  syrup  iactuca- 
rine,  and  syrup  wild  cherry,  given  in  3  ij  doses  several  limes  a  day. 
Or — the  following  : 

^     Potass.  Cyanide gr.  iij. 

Moiph.  Sulphas gr.  iss. 

Acettum  Distil f.  3  ii. 

Syr.  Tolu fl.  3  iii, 

M.-9.  3  i.  td.  This  shall  bo  given  to  this  woman. 
At  present  no  tonic,  of  iron,  or  bark,  etc.,  shall  bo  exhibited.  The 
diet  must  be  light,  but  nourishing — for  n  time,  the  food  chiefly  faraua- 
cous.  Occasionally  good  surloin  beef  well  cooked.  She  shall  kavo  the 
city  for  a  while,  for  better  air — and. after  a  while  come  back.  At  pres- 
ent we  are  non-committal  as  to  prognosis — though  generally  speaking, 
it  is  unfavorable. — N.  P.  Jotit.  of  Med. 

loniDE  OF  Potassium  is  OESTiirciios  of  toe  LACnitvMAL  Oak 
[Bulletii  de  Thcrap.,  Jan.  30,  ISCS.]— Dr.  A.  De  Boauf^irt  claims 
in  a  number  of  casts  of  engorgement  of  the  lachrymal  sac,  and  of  ob- 
struction more  or  less  complete  of  its  duct,  ho  has  I'c-lLuved  or  cured 
nis  patients  by  the  uio  of  iodide  of  potassium,  in  doses  of  from  fou 
fiftten  grains.  Dr.  .Rcaufort  attributes  the  cflicacy  of  the  iodido  lo  its 
local  action,  the  iodide  being  largely  excreted  by  the  tears,  and  thus 
coming  in  direct  contact  with  the  diseased  parts.  lie  attributes  a 
liar  action  and  like  benedcial  results  to  the  iodide  in  affections  of  tiie 
mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus.     In   these  casee,  howt^tr,  ) ' 
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neoesaary  to  employ  the  remedy  in  lai^er  doses,  6fteen  to  ihitty 
gratas,  and  oonliuue  its  administration  for  a  longer  time. — If.  T.  Mtd. 
Journal. — JV.  0.  Jour,  of  Medicine. 


Anomalous  Effkotb  of  Atkopise. — In  the  curretit  number  of  the 
"Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital  Reports,"  Mr.  George  Lawaon 
calls  attention  to  some  of  the  anomalous  effVcts  of  atropine  upon  the 
eye.  In  aevtrral  cases  he  has  found  the  sulphate  of  atropia,  so  useful  in 
general  as  s  sedative,  act  as  a  direct  irritant,  and  in  two  which  he  re- 
lates ye  ry  troublesome  symptoms  resulted.  In  one  there  was,  acute 
ooniunctivilis,  lasting  several  days  ;  iu  th'i  olher.  eryaipelua  of  the  lids, 
spreading  to  the  face  and  head,  was  exci-.'d  on  two  occasions,  a  period 
of  six  month.4  intervening.  The  irritative  effects  occasionally  witness- 
ed from  the  use  of  at-olulion  of  sulphate  of  atropia  have  b.ieii  general- 
ly ascribed  to  the  presence  of  some  free  acid  in  the  solution,  but  Mr, 
Lawson  doubts  the  truth  of  this  explanation. 

lie  believes  that  when  atropine  acts  thus  as  an  irritant,  or  produooa 
peculiar  and  distressing  symptoms,  it  is  due  to  some  idiosyncrasy  on 
the  part  of  the  patient,  which  lenders  him  intolerant  of  the  alkaloid  or 
of  its  salt",  and,  in  some  cases,  of  any  preparation  whatever  of  bella- 
donna.— Idem.  • 

Os  TUB  Mode  and  A dmtnist ratios  op  PnosPHORtra  and  of  its  Ef- 
fects IB  Small  Doses. — For  internal  administration.  Dr.  G.  Dejardin 
BeaumiTlz  recommends  one  gramme  of  Phosphorus  to  be  dissolved  in 
one  thousand  grammes  of  chloroform;  this  solution  is  eut'luseJ  iu  gel- 
tin  capsules  (perlos),  each  of  which  should  contain  ten  CL^iti^rarames 
of  the  soluliun.  To  guard  against  the  action  of  light,  Mp-iiiL-s  should 
ha  coli>red,  Iu  admm  steriug  the  capsules,  one  should  bi;  tilvi-u  on  the 
firot  dty,  two  on  the  second,  three  on  the  third,  the  dose  L.^iii;,'  ineroaa- 
cd  by  oaooipidle  diily,  u:itil  soma  signs  of  di^s'Taiigcu^i'iit  ut  the  di- 
gestive orgfiiL.^^,  C)ii^:;y  pjius,  vomiting  or  diarrhosa  ot:i;ii[- ;  the  phos- 
phorus is  thun  intermitted,  to  be  agaia  ro.-nimed,  after  an  interval  of 
several  days,  on  their  compkte  subsiJciict',  being  careful  always  to  re- 
commence with  small  dos  s.  Dr.  Dujardin  Bcaumcitz  has  cai-ried  the 
dose  aa  high  as  ten  capsiiles. 

Givett  i!i  ■^rnall  do ies,  phosphorus  produces  great  excitement  of  the 
nervous  sysbem,  increase  of  muscular  activity,  exhilaration  of  the  spir- 
its, md  Borri  ■times  oxcitemeat  of  the  genital  organs,  without  causing 
any  decided  etfecta  upon  the  circulation  or  the  temperature. — Idem. 
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Digitalis. — Dr.  J.  D.  Brown  reJatt'S  six  cases  in  the  Medical  Tim^i 
and  Gazette,  for  January  25,  1868,  in  which  he  used  digitalis  in  the 
form  of  poultice  in  the  suppression  of  urina  He  made  me  of  the 
fresh  leaves,  dried  leaves,  or  the  tincture  mixed  with  flaxseed.  All  the 
cases  obstinately  resisted  all  other  remedies,  and  it  was  only  after 
waiting  three  or  four  days  that  the  remedy  was  tried.  In  each  case  se- 
cretion of  urine  was  obtained.  The  first  case  terminated  fatally  on  ac- 
count  of  lack  of  care  in  the  use  of  the  remedy  ;  after  a  suppression  of 
nine  days  duration  the  drug  was  used,  an^  from  4  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m., 
tlie  patient  passed  enough  urine  to  fill  ''eight  ordinary- sized  chamber 
Tessels,  and  was  still  making  it"  Another  case  was  relieved,  but  sup- 
pression recurring,  she  was  neglected  by  her  attendants,  and  died.  Hie 
other  four  cases  recovered. 

The  rules  of  management  must  depend  on  the  pulse.  1  have  sewi  no 
good  results  till  the  pulse  fell  in  number ;  it  matters  not  fr<»a  what 
figure ;  &11  it  must  before  any  change  occurs.  I  would  strongly  advise 
60  at  a  standard  from  a  high  number ;  40  or  50  from  a  lower  figure — 
■ay  from  80.  Judging  from  the  ofi^Msts  on  the  circulation,  we  cannbt 
lose  si^ht  of  the  fact  tJiat  the  arrest  of  eeoretien  depends  en  capillary 
congestion,  whidi  in  turh  might,  by  pressure,  paralyze  the  nerves.  The 
Act,  however,  remains,  that  we  compel  the  kindey  to  resume  its  fWno- 
tions  by  diminishing  the  force  of  the  dreuHrtion,  lessening  the  quantitj 
of  blood  by  allowing  a  much  longer  interval  between  each  new  •rrivsL 
^8tnui|ge,  too,  it  18  that  in  four  cases  the  attack  commenced  suddenly^ 
like  a  fit  of  stone,  anj,  in  reality,  s^ne  came  away  in  each  case. 

*  *  *  *  I^  ^  ^'^  supposed  that  it  will  succeed  in  aU 
um4b  of  ^t  mysterious  disease ;  but  it  is  dear  that  it  has  a  ppw^riiil 
influence  over  the  renal  secretions,  and  if  cardully  watdied,  taking  the 
pulse  as  a  guide,  no  mischief  need  be  feared. — Idmn, 

Gltoeriitb  and  Yolk  of  Egos. — ^Four  parts,  by  weight,  of  yolk  of 
egg,  rubbed  in  a  mortar  with  five  parts  of  glycerine,  according  to  the 
Philadelphia  Journal  of  Pharmacy^  gives  a  preparation  of  great  value 
as  an  unguent  for  application  to  broken  surfaces  of  the  skin,  .of  all 
kinds.  The  compound  has  a  horny-like  consistence,  is  unctuous  like 
fatty  substance,  but  over  which  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  quiekly 
removed  by  water.  It  is  unalterable,  a  specimen  having  been  exposed 
to  the  air  for  three  years  unchanged.  Applied  to  the  skin,  it  forms  a 
varnish  which  effectually  excludes  the  air,  and  prevents  its  irritating  ef- 
fects. These  prop**rties  render  it  serviceable  for  erysipelas  and  cuta- 
neous affections,  of  which  it  allays  the  action. — Idem, 
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EuxiR  OF  Vitriol  and  Tavkik  as  a  Hjemobtatio. — ^The  combination 
of  elixir  of  vitriol  and  tannic  acid  has  proved,  upon  trial,  a  very  con- 
venient hsemostatic  for  dental  use.  It  has  been  found  very  effective  i^ 
internal  as  well  as  external  hsemorrhages,  and  is  more  agreeable,  when 
applied  to  the  mouth,  than  many  ot  the  agents  possessing  like  prpper- 
ties.  By  its  application  a  violent  haemorrhage  following  excision  of 
the  tonsils  was  immediately  and  permanently  arrested.  It  is  also  ef- 
fective in  diarrhoea  where  astringents  are  indicated.  We  recommend 
this  preparation  for  heemorrhages  following  the  extraction  of  teeth^  in 
two  cases  of  which  we  have  successfully  used  it. — Am,  Journal  a/Den' 
tal  Science, 

Rationalb  of  Arssnio  in  Skik  0I8BASSS. — The  Scientific  American 
suggests  that  arsenic  acts  in  skin  diseases  by  poisoning  the  parasites, 
now  supposed  to  be  their  cause.     It  says  : 

"  Arsenic,  and  its  oxides,  arsenious  acid,  As  03,  arsenic  acid,  As  05, 
and  its  saUs  are  all  highly  poisonous.     When  take^x  into  the  stomacli 
they  are  not  assimilated,  but  are  absorbed  and  div-^tributed  through  the 
entire  system.     When   taken  in  extremely  small  doses,  no  inconven- 
ience is  ielt  by  the  patient;  it  is  eliminated  as  fast  as  it  is  supplied. 
But  if  the  dose  be  increased,  poisonous  effects  will  be  produced,  be 
cause  the  system  cannot  clear  itself  of  the  noxious  matter  wiih  suffi- 
cient rapidity.     The  eyelids  present  a  puffed  appearanoe,  which  is  an  * 
indication  that  the  remedy  has  aooumulated,  and  that  its  further  ad- 
ministration M^ould  inconvenience   and  endanger  the  patient.     Now  at 
this  stage  the  poison  is  equally   distributed,  in  a  state  of  extreme  sub- 
division, ^nd  its  elimination   takes  place  largely  through  the  pores  of 
the  skin,  each  of  which  is  a  nidus  for  a  parasitic  growth,  and  here  be- 
coming  mixed  with   the  pabulum  which  nourishes  the  parasite,  it,  by 
actual  poisoning,  destroys  the  cause  of  the  mischief.'' — Idem. 

Bromide  of  Potassium  in  Hooping  Cough. — Dr.  De  Beaufort  [B  ull. 
Gen,  de  Tkerttp.)  usesl^romide  of  p(»tasMum,  sjrup  of  bulFam  of  Tolu, 
and   au  alcoholic  preparation  of  aconite,  com biiitid  together;  and   by  " 
the  aid  of  those  three   remedies  he    has  seen   this    affection  cured     in 
twelve  days  on  the  average. — Idem. 


OiNTMBNT  FOR  Prurigo. — Dr.  Charvet  has  found  the    following 

nearly  infallible  cure  for  prurigr»,  after  an  experience  of  twenty  years? 

Axunge,  simple  or  camphorated,         -         -         6 
Citrine  Ointment,       .         .         .         .         - 


I  ^T^  I  Mix.  ' 
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A  siTtall  quABtity  of  this  Bhonld  be  spread  in  a  thia  layer  over  the 
aficcted  surfiice,  aud  gives  almost  instantaneous  relitif.  The  dilution  of 
the  citrine  oinlment  in  this  preparation  prevents  the  inconvenient  and 
permanent  staining  of  linen  which  is  otherwise  caused. — Bull,  Gen.  dt 
Therap.,  Aug.  30,  p.  180.— 7rfem. 

Sulphate  o?  Manoai'shb  in  Chobba. — Dr.  Hammond  (A'^.  Y.  MttL 
OuMtle)  mentions  two  cases  of  chorea  treated  by  him  with  this  reme- 
dy after  other  treatment  had  failed.  One  was  a  girl,  fourteen  years 
old,  who  took  five  grains  three  times  a  day  ;  the  other  a  boy  of  fif- 
teen, who  used  the  iodinized  cod-oil  in  addition.  In  the  giti,  ircin  had 
disturbed  the  head  and  Btumach.  The  therapeutic  actim  of  the  two 
articles  is  said  to  be  analogous,  as  they  both  exist  in  the  blocd,  which 
contains,  in  an  adult,  16  grains  of  iron,  and  1.05  of  manganeae. — Idem. 

Ptrethrom  for  SoanisB. — The  Pacific  Med  and  Surg.  Jonrnalsa^i: 
"Flea  powder"  is  composed  of  the  flowers  and  leaves  of /"yreiAn/m 
Soseum,  and  probably  of  P.  Camoaum,  very  finely  powdered.  It  is 
not  commonly  fatal  to  insects,  but  appears  to  annoy  and  stupefy  them. 
If  the  article  be  recent  and  properly  prepared,  it  is  decidedly  efHcacious. 
When  scattered  in  the  track  of  ants,  it  is  said  to  drive  them  away  with 
certainty.  A  druggist  of  this  city  informs  us  that  he  keeps  bis  store 
almost  entirely  free  from  flies  by  dusting  it  occasionally  on  the  walla 
and  windows,  in  places  where  they  are  accustomed  to  alight.  The 
.  insects  disappear  when  they  get  the  powder  in  contact  with  their  bodies. 
It  is  said  that  when  burnt  in  small  quantities,  in  a  chamber  aflected 
with  muaquitoes,  it  destroys  them  or  drives  them  away.  A  tincture  of 
the  plant,  made  with  dilute  alcohol,  is  recommeded  as  a  cure  for  scabies. 
The  application  is  stud  to  ^ve  prompt  relief  from  itching. — Med.  and 
Surg,  Reporter.  I 

Aktidotx  for  Aconite. — "  In  the  London  Lancet  for  July,  1656,  w« 
find  a  paper  on  the  poison  of  aconite,  by  Dr.  Headland,  « hich  embod- 
ies all  that  is  important  on  that  subject  After  stating  cases  to  shov 
how  small  a  dose  of  aconite — viz.,  fifteen  drops — haa  proved  nearly 
&tal,  be  closes  with  a  brief  summary  of  the  treatment.  As  soon  as 
tlia  poisoning  is  suspected  a  lai^e  quantity  ot  animal  charooal  U 
•dministered.  The  aconite  is  quickly  taken  up  and  obstinately  retained 
bj  this  ageot.  Dr.  H.  thinks  an  ennetio  of  zino  should,  be  given  after 
the  eharooal,  and  not  in  the  first  instance.  Then  he  advises  the  free  use 
ot  Iffandy  and  aromdnia."— Jfa(«rM  Mtdiea  trnd-Theraptutiet,  hf  Tkoa. 
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Chbmistut  oj  the  Osseous  Tissue  in  Men  and  Animals. — Although 
none  of  the  animal  tissues  have  been  more  thoroughly  examined  by 
chemists  than  the  bones,  there  are  still  several  points  on  which  there  is 
considerable  discrepancy  of  opinion.  In  order,  if  possible,  to  clear 
away  these  differences.  Dr.  Zalesky  has  instituted  a  series  of  analyses 
of  the  bones  of  men  and  various  animals  in  the  Tubingen  Labratory, 
under  the  superintendence  of  Professor  Hoppe-Seyler.  The  following 
are  the  most  important  of  his  conclusions  : 

**1.  The  ratio  of  the  inorganic  to  the  organic  constituents  ol  bones  is 
so  nearly  constant  that  any  discrepancy  may  be  accounted  for  by  tlie 
more  or  less  perfect  separation  of  tendinous  fibres,  vessels,  etc. 

"2.  The  relative  quantity  of  each  of  the  individual  constituents  of 
the  bone  ash — as  CaO,  MgO,  PO^,  CO9,  ClCa,  FlCa — may  be  regarded 
as  constant  in  man  and  the  animals  which  he  examined. 

"3.  Excepting  in  the  carapace  of  testudo  ^ractf,  a  chlorine  compound, 
which  is  insoluble  in  cold  water,  is  found  in  all  bones. 

"4.  The  quantities  of  chlorine  and  fluorine  are  in  all  bones  nearly  the 
same,  the  fluorine  slightly  preponderating.  The  quantity  of  fluorine 
found  by  Dr.  Zalesky  was  considerably  less  than  that  found  by  preced- 
ing chemists,  the  mean  quantity  of  FlCa  in  the  bone-ash  of  the  ox  being 
0*616,  in  that  of  man  0*47,  and  that  of  the  tortoise  0  419  per  cent. 

"5.  An  augmentation  of  either  the  lime  or  the  phosphoric  acid  con- 
tained in  the  food  exerts  no  constant  influence  on  the  ratio  of  the  organ- 
ic to  th«  in'»rganic  substance  of  the  bones,  or  on  the  ratio  of  the  lime  to 
the  phosphoric  acid." — Denial  Cosmos, 


Phosphor-Poisoninq. — Drs.  Fournier  and  Orlliver  lately  brought 
before  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Hospitals  of  Paris  the  case  of  a  girl 
aged  fourteen,  who  for  the  last  four  years  had  been  employed  in  a  luci- 
fer  match  manufactory.  She  was  admitt<?d  into  the  Hotel  Dieu  on  the 
8d  of  March,  1867,  with  considerable  swelling  of  half  the  face,  and  fetid 
and  sanguineous  salivation,  and  died  three  days  afterward.  She  had 
been  ill  only  for  about  four  days,  first  complaining  of  pain  in  the  jaw, 
«nd  inability  to  open  her  mouth.  The  symptoms  had  rapidly  increas- 
ed, and  when  she  entered  the  hospital  the  prostration  was  lilreadj 
alarming.  This  typhoid  state  increased  in  spite  of  activt^  remedies,  and 
«lie  died  as  just  stated.  Of  course  this  was  only  the  first  stage  of  ne- 
erosia,  which j  by  its  seyerity,  proved  fatal.  The  lower  maxilla  could 
not  be  examined. — Id0m, 
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Sulphurous  Aun>  in  tbx  Trkatuxht  or  PiRoeie  is  sti^ttiglf  re- 
commended bj  Dr.  Liwson.  In  tvery  iiutanct,  ke  atierlt,  in  lekiek  it 
lias  been  employed,  it  ?uu,  in  a  very  short  lime,  eomplettly  arrtatad  tKt 
^attr-hnitk  iecrelion.  It  chocks  the  excessive  secretion,  stops  the 
TomitiDg,  aod  lessuiis  the  epigastric  dragging  pain  so  oltett  compUined 
of.  Dr.  L  considers,  provisionally,  thnt  its  good  effects  are  due  to  tha 
production  of  ozone  and  the  destruction  of  vegetable  germs. 
-  The  doses  of  the  acid  (B,  P.)  vary  from  mxxx  to  3  j  three  times  a 
i&y,  shortly  before  meals.  Bitter  infusions  may  be  employed  as  a  ve- 
hicle, but  plain  distilled  water  is  be-st. — The  Praetitloner,  September, 
1868. 
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PRACTICAL    NOTES. 


r   THSOIIOBS    □.     taLLStt,    M.    t 


li       Pliiirt  Evfsi-r,  Quassia ^  m 

.    .Aq    Calcis J  Ti 

Aq.  Menth.  Pip 5  ij 

Syr,  Cort,  A  urant ^  ss 

M.    S    -Evfiry  two  h'.i-rB  one  table^poonful, 

R  .     Fluid  Extract  Qussui* J  ea 

"       Rfa--i 3ij 

Aq-  CiMiaioon 5  tI 

Syr.         "  3  Si 

M.    ft.— One  tables pooii fill    thren   tin.eB  daily   one 
hour  ^efure    eating. 

fj      Flui.l  Kxtract  QuaBsia ^  fs 

"       Caulophylli 3  ij 

Aq.  Oi.rt.  Aiirrtnt 5  ii 

9Jr.  (^..rt.   Aurann f  ss 

M.    S. — Every  two  hours  one  tablespoonfijl .  ■  ■ 


/ 


ti 
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9     Fioid  Bxtract  Quassia J  ss 

«  "       Calisaya  B^k. 3ii 

Aq.  Cort  Aurant ^  yi 

HofTman's  Anodyne 3  i 

Syr.  PruBus  Virgin |  iss 

M.    8. — Every  two  hours  one  tablespoonful. 

Q     Fluid  Extract  Taraxaci ^  sa 

"  "     Gentianee 3  i 

«  «     Coptis  Trifolia 3  ij 

Aq.  Cort.  Aurant 5  ^i 

Liq.  Anodyn.  HofFm 3  ij 

Syr.  Cinnamom ^  ss 

M.  8.-— Pive  times  daily  one  tablespoonful. 

9     Fluid  Ext.  Artem.  Absynlh 

"     Ptelea  Trifiolat®.  .*: aa  §  ss 

"     Corydalis  Formosa 3  ij 

Potaesfe  Subcarb 3  iij 

Aq.  Mentb.  Pip 5  ^i 

Fluid  Ext.  Cort.  Aurant ^  ss 

M.   S.— «A  tablespoonful  four  limes  daily. 

]J     Fluid  Extract  Colombo 5  ss 

"     Cornus  Florida 3  ij 

"     Cascarillse 3  i 

Aq.  Cort.  Aurant ^\\ 

M.   S. — Four  times  dail  v  one  tablespoonful. 

3      Fluid  Ext.  Calisaya  Bark |  ss 

"     Cinnamom 3  ij 

**     C)  predium 3  iij       .  ^ 

Aq.  Cinnamom |  vi 

Syr.  Cinnamom |  ss 

M.   S. — Four  times  daily  one  tablespoonful. 

3      Fluid  Ext.  Cinchona J  ss 

"     Dipt^^rix  OdoratfiB 3  i 

Euonymus 3  ij 

Aq.  Cort.   Aurant ^y\ 

Syr.     *'  **     f  88 

VL    S* — One  table8{>oonful  four  times  daily. 

Q     Fluid  Ext.  Gentianae 3  ij 

**         "     Eupatorium  Perfol 3  iss 


It 
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Fluid  Ext.  Geum  BivalR 3ss 

Aq.  Calami ^^ 

Syr.       "     (vel.FI.  Ext.) §  to 

b. — One  tableepoonful  fmr  times  daily. 

3     Fluid  Extract  Hydrastis  Canad g  sb 

"  "     Trills  Versicolorig 3  bb 

Aq.  Sassafras ^  vi 

Fluid  Extract  Sassafrae J  sb 

3. — 0  ne  tablespoonful  four  times  daily. 

B      Fluid  Extract  Populi  Tremuloid J  as 

"  "     Prunii 3  i 

"  "     Pyrethr,  Parthen 3  m 

Aq.  Zingiberis |  vl 

V-       •"         !" 

S.  — Oae  tablespoonful  four  times  daily. 

IN   DTBPBPBIA   WITH   CONSTIPATION. 

5     Fluid  Extract  Rhei Jbb 

"  "    EuooymouB 3iij 

Aq.  CTmnamom J  vi 

Syr.  "        ;  81 

S.  —  One  tablespoonlul  every  two  hours. 

18    DTBPEPSIA    WITH     TORPOR. 

gi     Fluid  Extract  Abaynth |  bb 

"  "     Xanthoxyli 3  ij 

"  "     Geum  Rivale 3  i 

Aq.  ZiDgerberis %\i 

sy-       "       I- 

S, — One  tableBpoonful  four  times  daily. 

B     Fluid  Extract  Rhei 3  iij 

"  "      Stryb.  Ignatia 3n 

Aq.  Cinn&mom 5  vi 

»}'■     "     5- 

8. — One  tablespoonful  four  times  daily. 

B     Fluid  Extract  Rhei 3  ij 

Aq.  Cort.  Aurant. . , 5  It 

Sodn  Bicarb |  |j 

Syr.  Cort.  Aurant |ii 

B. — Every  two  boura  one  tablespoonful. 

9     Fluid  Extract  Ajari  Carnad.. 3 ii). 

«  «    Calami . : ....Si 


Pharmacy. 

Flaid  Extract  Cinnamom J  bb 

"  "      Xanthoxjli. . : 3  iss 

Aq.  Cort.  Aurant e  yi 

Sjr-     "  "      < jss 

M,  8. — Ever>  two'  hours  one  tableapoonful, 

IN    FROBOPALOU. 

5     Musk ,  . . . .   gr.  vi 

Podophylini 

Antimonii gr.  iij 

Sach.  LactiB 31 

M.  F.  Pulv. — Divide  into  six  equal  parte. 

3     Sem.  Hyoso.  Pulv 31 

"      Aniei.   Pulv Qij 

Ext,    Valeriante 3  i 

F.  pil.  GO. 
8. — Every  two  hours  two  to  four  pills, 
5     Sem.  StramoD.  Pulv. 
Fol.   Belladounffl  Pulv. 

Cinchoniw  Sulph aa  31 

Morph.  Sulph gr.  iv 

Pulv.  Acacia,  q.  b. 
F.  pil.  60. 
8.— Twice  dwly  from  two  to  three  pillB, 

Fluid  Ext.  Stramonii 3  ■ 

"       "     Belladonnn 3  ** 

TincL    Geleeminii 5  'J- 

8. — Every  four  hours  thirty  drops. 

Q     Solid  Ext.  Stramonii,  BelladoDnce oa  31 

Solve  in. 

Unot.  Gelseminii S  iij 

Apply   externally. 

IK   CATARRH   OF  TBS  ESSPIRATORT   OKCURa. 

B     Fluid  Ext.  Senega 3  itj 

"        "    Asolep.  TuberoMB 3  ij 

A^.   Foeniouli I  vi 

Syr.        "        5*. 

If.  8.-ET«ry  one  to  two  hours  one  Ublaapoonful. 
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B     Fluid  Ext  Seneg© 54 

Aq.  Anise ^yj 

Ammou  Muriat. 

Ext.  Liquorioe aa  3  ij 

Vini  LobelisB 3  i 

M.   8. — Every  one  to  two  hours  one  UblespooninL 

5      Fluid  Ext.  Senegas §  ss 

"    Plete« 3  ij 

Aq.  Foeniculi 5  ^ 

Syr.         "*         5  S8 

"    Ipecac 5  •* 

M.   8. — Every  one  to  two  hours  one  tablespoonful. 

9      Fluid  Ext,  Senegfie §88 

**       "      Saiiguinari«e .• 3  ij 

*'       "       Prunii  Virg 3  iij 

Aq.  Font |  vi 

S>r.  Tolutani. . .  .\  '. . : f  i 

M.    S. — Every  one  to  two  h«>ur8  one  table^pot^nful. 

^      Fluid  Ext.  Senega) |  8s 

*•         ''    SqI.  Dukamarse 3  ij 

"    TusftiJlago 3  iij 

Aq.  Anisi |  vi 

Syr.  Senega* |  88 

M.    S. — Every  one  to  two  hours  one  tubleepoonful. 
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FERRATED  WINE  OF  WILD  CFIERRY. 


Seldom  have  we  originated  and  given  to  the  mi'dical  profession » 
preparation  of  more  merit  than  this;  never  one  which  in  so  short  time 
gained  more  popularity.  It  seems  to  fill  a  place  which  other  combin*- 
tions,  vaunted  for  similar  purposes,  have  failed  to  reach.  Its  exten-. 
sive  application  and  promptness  in  o^m  bating  diseases  and  their  oom- 
plications,  are    attested  by    scores  of  eniitiently    successful  physiciana' 

'     .    .      .        .  M 
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Letters  are  daily  received  by  us,  thanking  us  for  Hid  com- 
binatioii  And  speaking  of  the  good  it  is  doin|:,  mi  .J  the 
uttiarKtioii  it  gives  to  patients  :  it  is  Ui  ua  ex<%edingl^  g^alit,v  i)>g  and 
amply  repays  us  for  the  labor  of  long  uxperiments  to  make  ili"  comhi- 
Dstion  coiDptete  and  perfect  in  medical  results  aod  ))hysieal  upprarance 
ud  taste. 

We  regret  Ibat  an  article  so  emlncEitly  valuable  and  populiir  should 
w  sarly  suETar  any  prejudice  6y  tnbslittdions  as  will  be  seen  by  the  fol- ' 
lowing  extract  Irom  a  letter  received  by  us  from  a  promir«Dt  physi- 
naa. 

"1  wiah  you  would  send  me  one  dozen  of  your  Ferrated  Wine  of 
Wild  Chorry.  T  with  it  for  the  purnose  of  knowing  that  I  [irFscribe 
tke  pure  article  itself;  and  I  shtuld  tike  to  know  whether  th?  Ferrated 
Wine  of  Wild  Cherry  made  by  eompounding  together  Fluid  Extract 
•f  Wild  Cherry,  Iron  and  Wine  is  the  sam*  as  that  made  ia  your  e«- 
labliahment.  Oar  druggists  make  it  as  it  is  called  for,  and  1  know  nty 
patisBts  call  it  rather  disagreeable  te  Itht."  We  replied  thiit  the  pro- 
•Mses  of  produetton  are  differoit  tM  UU>  and  the  articles  diastmilar  in 
their  oheniical  reactions,  physical  appearance  and  taste.  Such  as 
We  bees  sbovn  us  have  an  i*h/  taste  an^  color,  while  our  preparation 
his  a  haadaome  celor  and  pleasant  flavor.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  iha 
cupidity  of  the  dealer  should  induce  him  to  stake  up  such  ■.'ompounds 
ud  pass  them  off  as  the  bmd*  and  as  efficient  as  uiother  article  bearinf 
ue  atiDo  Kame.  They  do  this  without  reflectinf;  that  the  effect  is  not 
sooAned  to  them,  to  tha  phjaieian,  to  the  patient  or  to  the  particutsir 
vtiola  itaolf.  It  is  much  more  extended  in  iU  results.  It  net  only  in- 
jnrsa  us  but  rfr«ots  upon  them.  A  physioiaa  sails  for  Ferrat^^  Wine 
of  Wild  Cherry  or  sends  his  patients  for  it,  atVr  having  administered 
•nr  artiele  witb  satiafaotory  reanlte;  an  extemporaneous  article  is  sup- 
plied with  same  name,  or  put  into  our  bottles  with  label  oh,  it  is  used, 
does  not  produce  the  desired  effect,  and  the  patients  say  It  is  diKagree- 
a1>le  to  take;  the  physician  then  examines  it-,  detects  ilx  spurious 
diaraotar,  and  denounces  it  and  likewise  us  for  having  iDiptmed  upon 
him  by  introducing  one  article  and  as  ^oen  as  introduced  ch^ti'ging  the 
character  and  quality.  He  ceaaea  to  u^e  it,  liis  patients  tMiUflcinii  the 
arKolo  to  thsir  friends,  our  general  reputation  auflera  as  well  aa  the.  sale 
•fall  articles  to  whii.'h  our  naiiie  is  atta<jhaii.  The  dis]wns!ir  nerceiving 
the  avil  he  has  done,  the  bad  humor  of  the  doctor  and  failing  to  eniightan 
him  the  censure  rests  on  us  perhaps  fir  all  time.  Tiiis  is  not  an  over- 
drawn picture.  We  have  incurred  just  this  and  have  tracfd  it  to  Ita 
a«uroe  and   exposed  it  where  "  tinkered"  up  oxtraois  ha  ve  l.iit'ti    sold 
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as  ours  and  our  bottles  diluted  and  refilled.  We  have  therefore  re- 
ferred to  this  subject  only  to  ask  the  physician  to  particularize  in  his 
order,  and  to  say,  for  the  protection  of  the  profession  as  well  as  our- 
selves, we  secured  a  copy  right  for  the  name  and  label  at  the  tiiae  we 
originated  it,  and  we  hope  every  one  will  advise  us,  if  he  is  unable  to 
obtain  this  article,  and  we  will  place  it  within  his  reach. 


HYDROCYANATE  OF  IRON  IN  EPILEPSY. 


No.  701,  Marshall  Street,  ) 
Richmond,  Va.,  Nov.   18,  1868.  J 

Messrs.  Tilden  <k  Co.; — 

I  promised  when  I  last  ordered  the  Hjdrooyanate 
of  Iron  that  I  would  report  to  you  the  result  of  my  experience  in  the 
usot  of  this  medicine  in  epilepsy. 

I  have  used  it  recently  in  two  cases  ;  two  of  long  standing  and  two 
of  recent  occurrence ;  the  latter  cases  appear  now  entirely  cured. 

One  of  the  chronic  cases  in  which  I  have  used  this  Iron,  has  from 
tame  to  time  for  the  past  eight  years  been  under  my  medical  treat- 
ment. I  had  used  the  various  remedies  known  to  our  profession,  but 
with  no  success.  More  than  a  year  since  I  was  induced  to  try  the  Hy- 
drocyanate  of  Iron,  and  so  prompt  and  efficient  has  been  its  action  that 
I  can  now  report  that  the  disease  is  abating  and  that  the  attacks  are 
becoming  less  frequent  and  violent.  The  boy*s  intellect  is  becoming 
clearer  and  he  now  goes  to  school  (from  which  he  has  been  kept  for  two 
years  on  this  account)  and  he  learns  rapidly.  In  1861,  I  saw  him  in 
several  attacks  of  such  severity  that  L  feared  he  would  be  an  imbecile 
for  life,  and  I  so  expressed  myself  to  his  mother. 

The  other  chronic  case  is  that  of  a  young  lady  eighteen  years  of  age. 
For  two  years  she  was  treated  by  country  physicians,  but  receiving  no 
benefit,  applied  to  me  for  assistance.  She  has  been  under  my  care  the 
past  two  months.  I  permitted  her  to  return  home  a  short  time  since, 
and  sent  v,'it!i  her  a  box  of  pilh  of  lr,ni  and  Valerian,  one  half  grain 
of  Iron  ai:d  two  grains  of  powdered  Valerian,  to  take  one  twice  a 
day,  I  reccuN'cd  a  letter  fVom  her  father  inforniitig  me  that  she  has 
improved. 

I  am  nov7  treating  a  gc?itleman  from  ^Tarjland  for  this  disease  with 
the  Ilydrocyanate  of  Iron  and  powdered  Valerian  according  to  Dr.  Mc- 
Gugin's  formula,  and  will  report  my  success  in  his  case. 

Very  truly, 

Pbtsrfibld  Trkut,  M.  D. 


CHLOROFORM  AND- FLUID  EXTRACT  SQUILLS  IN   BRON- 
CHITIS AND  PNEUMONIA. 

Bkoww's  Mills,  EIarkisoh  Co.,  West  Va. 
MsseRB  Editors  of  Journal  Materia  Medica  : 
I  find  iu  my  practice  without  aoy  exception,  the  intertsl  use  of 
chloroform  to  bo  the  most  appropriate  remedy  in  Bronchitie  aiid  Pneu- 
monia. J  find  in  a  number  of  eases  of  bolh  tho  above  diseases,  that 
they  are  cut  sliort  from  6  to  10  days  by  this  treatment;  tbe  dose  1  gen- 
eraly  give  is  xx  gtts  in  emulsion  of  Syrupus  ScillRi  with  Aeiieia,  every 
3  or  4  hours,  It  appears  to  act  by  stimulating  the  air  pasau^ts,  and 
then  by  the  aid  of  the  Squill  to  promote  expectoration. 

YOORB  &0. 

\V.  Ellis  Hill.  ' 

SCUTELLARIA   LATERIFLORA  AND  SUBNITRATE  OF  BIS- 
MUTH IN  CHRONIC  DYSENTERY. 

Martinsville,  Clibton  Co.,  Ohio,  Deo.  8,  1868. 

MEsene.  Tildek  &  Co.: 

I  have  recently  used  your  fluid  extract  of  Scutellaria  Lateriflora  (SouU- 
cap)  in  conjunction  with  Subaitrato  of  bismuth  in  chronio  dysentery 
occurring  in  a  child  of  two  years  old.  It  was  all  I  wished  or  oould  expect. 
On  diamissirg  the  case  I  left  §  sa  of  Syrup  Iodide  of  Iron  to  be  given 
in  doges  of  3  to  5  drops  threw  times  a  day,  and  in  a  short  time  the  little 
one's  lace  was  of  a  good  color,  the  picture  of  good  health.  My  im- 
pression is  that  physicians  should  give  more  of  the  Iodide  to  iul'anfs  and 
not  leave  thorn  to  straggle  along  as  best  they  can  after  an  atuie  attack 
of  bowel  diseases.  When  I  look  back  and  see  how  we  "dosed"  those 
little  ones  with  a  tablcspoonful  of  oflensivo  medicines  I  then  feel  thank- 
ful that  we  have  such  Fid.  Extracts  now,  and  I  am  under  obligations  to 
you  for  your  great  labor  in  preparing  such  medicines  thatcrm  he  given 
to  children  without  having,  to  hol.i  them.  I  remain  Genllcjnijii, 
Your  most  obt,  servt,  &c. 

S.  B.  JvoKiKs  M.  D. 

ANTIDOTES  FOR  GELSEMINUM.     . 

Wine,  Camphor,  Ether,  Aromatic  Spiris  of  Ammonia,  Etherial  Oila 
Utd  Coffee  are  ready  and  efficitnt  instruments  for  combfUiug  the  eC- 
feoti  of  an  overdose  of  Gelseminum. 
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THE  PHYSICIAN'S  DIARY,  FOR  1869. 


The  Ph/isician^s  Diary,  published  at  thU  office,  is  now  raady  for  de- 

irer/.  In  the  eomplLation  of  this  work,  oar  aim  has  been  %o  studj  the 

wants  of  the  ph/sioian  in  oountj  and  oitj  practice,  and  to  exclude  a 

irrevalent  matter  that  did  not  directly  facilitate  the  performance  «jf  his 

daily  routine  of  duties.     In  successive  editions  we  shall  endeayor  te 

make  such  additions  and  improrements  as  may  from  time  to  time  1m 

suggested. 
The  following  are  the  contents  and  di«tinguisking  features  :  J 

Calendar. 

Phases  of  the  Moon. 

Table  of  Signs. 

Medicinal  Preparations- 
Extracts, 

Pills  and  Granules, 
Chemicals, 
Pharmaceuticals, 
Alkaloids  and  Resinoids. 

l|ew  Medicines. 

Table  of  Ineompatibles. 

EobKMis  and  their  Antidotes. 

llarsball  HalPs  Ready  Method  in  AqAy^ 

Tbermometry  in  Diseases. 

Hie  Pulse. 

Ho^  to  Onduate  Doses  for  ChildreiL 

Abbreviations  used  in  Prescriptions. 

Medicinal  Weights  and  Measures. 

If  ormal  Human  Weights  and  Measurements. 

Memoranda  of  Medicines  Wanted. 

Visiting  List  and  Record.  ^ 

Obstetric  Calendar. 

Obstetric  Record. 

Monthly  Memoranda. 

Vaocination  Record. 

Record  of  Deaths. 

Nurses. 

List  of  Things  Lent. 

Cash  Record. 

General  Memoranda. 
Price  One  Dollar,  including  postage.     Orders  should  be  addresed  te 
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•^f- 


Ow^fg^  to  fti^  ip^ttfficient  supply  of  back  numbeni  of  the  Journal  9J 
M^t^ry^  Me^ka  tp  meet  the  demands  of  the  many  enquiries  ooncerning 
pajr^ular  ai:ticles  which  have  been  referred  to  at  length  in  it^  and  for 
thQ  purpose  of  conveying  the  information  so  often  solicited  in  regard  tQ, 
our  mQdioinal  preparations  in  general,  we  issue  this  publication,  as  a 
Sup^ement^  appending  many  tables  desirable  and  valuable  to  the  pro- 
feoaipn. 

The  first  edition  was  published  some  two  years  ago,  since  which  time 
we  hav^e  added  largely  to  our  catalogue  of  medicines,  and  we  now  pre- 
seat  the  profession  a,  carefully  revised  and  enlarged  edition.  We  hav0 
purposed  to  have  it  contain  a  comprehensive  summary  of  the  action 
and  uses  of  all  our  various  drugs,  simple  and  compound,  and  in  every 
grafde  of  combination;  and  they  comprise  a  large  class  of  the  most  ap 
proved  agents  in  the  materia  medica,  the  most  popular  as  well  as  effi- 
cient instruments  for  combating  disease,  including,  also,  several  combi 
nations  and  valuable  medicines,  which  are  as  yet  comparatively  new,  but 
whose  promptness  of  action  and  agreeableness,  in  a  word,  whose  remedial 
and  practical  utility  havie  been  so  highly  recommended  as  to  give  them  a 
prominent  place  among  therapeutical  agents.  We  have  also  stated  the 
dose  of  each  article,  and  when  deemed  important,  the  most  palpable 
oontra-indications,  incompatibles,  and  antidotes.  Our  prime  object  haa 
been  to  place  before  the  physician's  eye  the  varied  medicinal  applica- 
tion of  each  remedy,  and  to  reduce  to  the  smallest  possible  bulk. 

Perhaps  there  has  been  no  time  since  we  began  the  publication  of  the 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica  when  it  was  more  sought  for  or  read  than 
at  present.  The  inducements  which  exist  under  the  present  state  of 
affi^irs  for  the  debasement  of  medical  substances  generally  demand  in- 
creased care  on  the  part  of  dealers  in  medicines,  as  well  as  on  the  part 
of  the  Profession  great  discrimination  against  deception  and  fraud, 
more  particularly  in  their  preparation,  into  which  enter  materials  of  high 
co^  and  which  are  frequently  ofiered  at  a  cost  less  than  the  material 
can  be  piyirchased  for. 


If*  PRX7A0B. 

'  A  reoent  artidle  in  the  Druggists*  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette, 
and  New  York  Medical  Journal,  bearing  particularly  upon  these  points, 
being  of  interest  to  the  Profession,  we  give  entire : 

"  It  is  curious  to  compare  the  prices  current  as  issued  by  the  various 
manufacturers  of  what,  in  contradistinction  to  Chemicals,  are  called 
Pharmaceuticals.  Take,  for  instance,  the  class  of  Fluid  Extracts,  one 
list  before  u^  quotes  Fluid  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla  (Comp.)  at  $2.85 
per  lb. ;  another  quotes  the  same  at  $1.25.  One  quotes  Fluid  Extract 
of  Buchu  at  $3.25,  another  the  same  at  $1.25,  and  so  on,  the  prices 
varying  from  twice  to  three  times  as  much  on  one  list  as  another. 
Now,  a  fluid  extract,  according  to  every  acknowledged  authority,  in 
made,  with  a  very  few  well-known  exceptions,  of  such  strength  that  for 
every  troy  ounce  of  the  drug  there  must  be  just  a  fluid  ounce  of  the 
Fluid  Extract.  This  is  the  strength  prescribed  by  the  U.  S.  Pharmaco- 
poeia, and  that  which  of  course  forms  the  basis  of  their  employment  in 
the  treatment  of  disease,  and  especially  in  making  the  other  prepara- 
tions of  the  same  drug.  Where  a  troy  ounce  of  a  drug  is  used  in  mak- 
ing a  pint  of  its  syrup,  a  fluid  ounce  of  its  fluid  extract  added  to  fifteen 
fluid  ounces  of  simple  syrup,  would  be  expected  to  furnish  a  pint  of 
syrup  of  corresponding  strength.  So  simple  and  easy  is  this  method  of 
preparing  the  weaker  liquid  preparations  used  in  medicine,  that  it  ia 
now  very  much  resorted  to  by  Pharmaceutists  and  Physicians,  and  is 
recognized  in  several  instances  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  What,  then,  is 
the  reason  that  Fluid  Extracts  differ  so  greatly  in  price  from  different 
makers  ?  Is  it  because  some  possess  facilities  for  milking  them  so  much 
cheaper  than  others,  or  must  wo  look  for  other  causes  ?  Tliis,  we  think, 
can  be  answered  conclusively  thus : — Throwing  out  of  view  the  exact 
processes  laid  down  in  tlie  Pharmacopa3i{i,  to  which  some  manufacturers 
conscientiously  adhere,  there  are  only  two  considerations  which  can 
materially  affect  the  economy  of  extraction  of  drugs — these  are  the 
completeness  of  the  means  of  pressure  and  of  the  recovery  of  the  excess 
of  alcohol   employed.     At  the  present  enormous  cost  of  alcohol  it  is 

ssential  that  not  a  drop  shall  be  wasted  to  secure  an  economical  result; 
hence  most  skillful  percolation  must  be  resorted  to,  connected  with 
pressure  for  securing  every  drop  of  the  percolate,  and  then  well  adjusted 
apparatus  for  distillation  must  be  used  in  concentrating  the  liquid. 
These  requirements  are  met,  perhaps,  by  all  the  leading  manufacturers, 
aifd  yet  this  great  disparity  in  prices.  The  true  reason  is,  undoubtedly, 
that  some  few  manufacturers  make  these  preparations  of  full  strength, 
while  the  majority  wholly  ignore  the  standards  of  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
and    sell  preparations  of  just  such  strength  as  suits  themselves.     We 
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will  not  ask  whetiier  this  is  justifiable  on  the  professional  ethics,  but  we 
put  it  to  the  reader  whether  it  is  dealing  justly  toward  that  very  large 
class  of  purchasers  who  are  led  by  names,  with  very  little  knowledge 
as  to  the  real  merits  of  a  preparation.  If  a  fluid  extract  may  represent 
one-fourth  its  weight  of  a  drug,  or  may  be  equal  to  its  own  weight, 
according  to  the  whim  of  the  maker,  what  value  can  it  have  in  any 
rational  scheme  of  medicine  ?  As  to  the  interest  of  the  purchaser,  it 
evidently  lies  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases,  in  getting  the  best.  If  a 
man  will  ignore  the  standards  of  good  practice  in  his  manipulations, 
what  confidence  can  one  have  in  his  fairness  in  business  transactions  1 
On  the  other  hand,  inflexible  honesty  in  manufacturing  indicates  a  sim- 
ilar principle  in  dealing.  We  should  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  over 
these  obvious  points,  but  for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  an 
invariable  rule  which  may  be  applied  to  these  price  currents.  When  a 
Fluid  Extract  is  offered  at  a  given  price,  let  the  buyer  count  up  the 
cost  of  the  drug,  remembering  that  a  pint  will  take  sixteen  troy  ounces 
(equal  to  a  commercial  pound  and  two  ounces),  with  the  menstruum, 
almost  always  alcoholic,  and  which  by  every  process  is  liable  to  some 
waste,  and  the  sum  of  these  items  will  be  the  minimum  cost  of  the 
preparations.  To  get  at  the  fair  selling  price,  a  margin  must  be  added 
for  fiiel  and  labor,  and  a  profit  of  not  less  than  twenty  per  cent  to  the 
manufacturer.  If  the  jfrice  quoted  falls  much  below  this,  depend  upon 
it,  there  is  a  deficiency  somewhere,  and  the  apparent  cheapness  does  not 
imply  economy  to  the  purchaser." 

The  results  of  Oompetition  in  the  manufacture  of  medicines  frequently 
leads  on  to  a  kind  of  rivalry  which  can  only  be  sustained  by  low  prices 
and  adulteration.  Pure  remedies  can  not  be  sold  for  the  same  as  im- 
pure ones.  Those  who  offer  medicines  at  reduced  prices  make  their 
profits  by  adding  often  worthless  articles,  or  articles  that  chemically 
change  the  action  and  power  of  remedies  to  such  an  extent  that  disap- 
pointment must  necessarily  follow  their  exhibition.  The  character  of 
the  manufacturer  must  secure  character  for  his  preparations.  The 
profession  should  obtain  abetter  and  more  critical  knowledge  of  the  vari- 
ous manvfacturers,  that  due  weight  may  be  given  to  the  names  associated 
with  the  prepai^ations  thei/  use^  and  should  then  be  more  careful  to  observe 
thai  the  authenticated  label  of  the  manufacturer  is  affixed.  The  dis- 
honest manufacturer,  no  less  than  the  itinerant  doctor,  the  quack  or 
charlatan,  is  an  impostor.  Both  by  a  system  of  false  assurances, 
often  obtain  possession  of  the  business  which  legitimately  and  hu- 
manely belongs  to  the  man  of  science  and  honest  purposes. 

77ie  price  of  Medicines  should  be  a  minor  consideration  with  the 


phjsici^.  His  dominant  object  should  be  to  obt^^in  pure  drugs,  and 
such  can  not  be  obtained  at  the  low  prices  quoted  by  sqme  manufactu- 
rers, as  the  crude  articles  themselves  actually  often  cost  more  than  the  , 
preparations  do  after  they  have  passed  through  the  expensive  manipula- 
tions and  processes  of  the  laboratory.  Yet  it  is  not  unfrequently  the 
case  that  physicians  are  startled  at  the  apparent  difference  in  the  price, 
and  are  influenced  too  much  in  their  decision  in  favor  of  the  cheap  arti- 
cles, forgetting  that  they  may  not  only  be  entirely  worthless,  but  that 
*  the  efiects  of  the  uncertainty  and  bad  quality  of  these  substances  are 
transmitted  directly  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  in  failing  to  fulfill 
the  indications  to  their  use  they  not  only  bring  distrust  and  discredit 
upon  both  the  science  and  art  of  medicine,  but  also  tend  directly  to 
foster  and.  uphold  the  quackeries  and  nostrums  of  the  day  in  many  ways; 
forgetting  that  perhaps  one-fourth  the  quantity  of  the  best  preparation 
would  answer  their  purpose  at  a  less  actual  cost,  and  at  the  same 
time  would  promote  their  reputation  for  success  and  skill. 

On  ike  purity  of  Medicines  are  pending  numerous  and  important 
issues,  such  as  affect  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician,  the 
interest  of  his  patients,  the  mitigation  and  cure  of  disease,  the  hope  and 
expectation  of  anxious  friends,  and  even  in  many  instances  life  itself. 
Every  medicinal  agent  used  for  the  mitigation  or  cure  of  disease  should 
be  given  free  from  any  adulteration.  This  subject  presents  a  common 
interest  for  the  contemplation  of  the  profession.  Much  of  a  physician's 
success  in  obtaining  and  retaining  a  practice  must,  necessarily,  depend 
upon  the  purity  of  the  agents  he  employs.  If  they  are  spurious,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  action  and  power  are  deficient,  the  practitioner 
must  be  disappointed  in  the  treatment  of  maladies,  and  the  result  will 
almost  invariably  be  that  the  patit^nt  and  friends  will  be  disappointed 
in  the  medical  attendant,  and  he  will  be  discharged  and  another  called 
to  administer  in  his  stead. 

The  effects  of  impure  drugs  are  not  limited  to  the  physician  and  his 
confiding  patrons,  or  even  his  patients'  friends.  Communities  have  an 
interest  at  stake,  and  the  circumstances  may  be  such  that  the  doctor 
may  have  a  public  verdict  against  him,  and  his  reputation,  however 
good,  however  meritorious  and  hard-earned,  destroyed  simply  by  the 
exhibition  of  adulterated  medicines. 

There  are  other  issues  pending,  such  as  protracted  disease  and  in- 
creased sufferings,  and  the  loss  of  life  plainly  to  be  attributed  to  this^ 
sole  cause.  The  laws  of  our  land  are  framed  for  the  punishment  of 
fraud  and  its  suppression,  but  no  law  has  yet  been  passed  adequate  to 
suppress  this  alarming  and  increasing  one,  the  adulteration  of  medi- 
cines. 
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A  couhteneit  curre&cj  has  laws  for  iU  proliiHti^n,  and  punishii^^t 
of  th^  ofiending.  parties,  but  this  is  not  the  case 'with  spurious  or  fSki* 
tious.  drugs.  And  yet  the  man,  who  stands  convieGsd  for  makitig  and 
jpassing  counterfeit  money,  has  not  committed  a  crime  that  should  be 
mentioned  in  relation  to  its  guilt  and  moral  turpitude,  when  contrasted 
with  that  of  manufacturing  and  vending  impure  medicines.  The  foi^er 
has  aimed  only  to  defraud  in  money — the  latter  not  only  takes  your 
money  but  protracts  the  sufferings  of  disease  that  finally  end  in  prema- 
ture dissolution. 

As  health  constitutes  the  crowning  blessing  of  life,  without  which 
wealth,  applause,  and  fame  sink  into  absolute  insignificance ;  so  that 
system  of  deception  that  aims  directly  or  indirectly  at  the  destruction 
of  the  citadel  of  health  may  in  all  truth  be  said  to  constitute  the  "  ne 
plvs  ultra^^  of  fraudulent  transactions,  and  to  merit  a  general  rebuke. 
This  is  a  matter  that  comes  home  to  us  all.  There  is  no  oiie  of  us  who 
can  claim  exemption  fix)m  the  evils  growing  out  of  the  deterioration 
and  debasement  of  medical  substances. 

Every  plant  in  the  materia  medica  possesses  some  specific  or  g^tfetal 
medicinal  principle  upon  which  its  value,  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  de- 
pends. The  various  forms  in  which  medicines  are  prepared  give 
evidence  of  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  most  appropriate  and 
effective  mode  of  administering  them,  arid  no  one  class  of  pharmaccititio 
j^reparationS  can  be  used  exclusively  in  medical  practice  to  the  rejection 
of  all  others.  Their  remedial  properties  are  due  to  some  one  or  more 
active  principles.  The  preservation  and  presentation  of  these,  in  an 
unaltered  state,  in  all  preparations,  should  be  the  aim  and  purpose  of 
the  manipulator.  The  processes  by  which  they  are  obtained,  preserved 
and  made  available  to  fulfill  the  conditions  of  their  administration,  are 
important  points  of  consideration  to  the  medical  practitioner. 

The  substance  or  crude  material  should  in  all  cases  be  analyzed,  and 
its  relation  to  a  standard  quality  ascertained,  because  it  is  a  well  as- 
certained fact  that  plants  grown  in  different  localities,  upon  moist  or 
dry  soils,  lowlands  or  uplands,  or  collected  early  or  late  in  the  season, 
vary  in  their  proximate  principles. 

To  overcome  these  contingencies  as  far  as  |)0ssible,  we  cultivate 
extensively  the  most  important  plants.  By  the  analysis  of  a  particular 
article,  and  the  soil  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  grow  it,  the  nutriment 
necessary  to  its  perfect  development  is  determined.  Principal  attiong 
these  are  the  narcotics,  as  hyoscyaiinus,  belladonna,  stifalnonium,  digita- 
lis, dsc.    All  these  are  limited  to  a  certain  state  or  condition  of  grditrth 


for  manufacturing  purposes^  and  are  used  in  the  recent  state.  As  many 
of  the  principles  of  plants  are  of  a  volatile  and  delicate  nature,  readily 
injured  by  heat,  causing  a  conversion  of  fixed  soluble  principles  into 
insoluble  and  inert  compounds,  we  early  adopted  the  process  of  evapo- 
ration at  a  low  temperature  in  receivers  from  which  the  air  is^  exhausted 
by  an  air  pump. 

Solid  or  Pilular  Extracts  should  represent  all  the  active  medid- 
nal  principles  of  the  plant  from  whence  they  are  derived.  These  may 
be  an  alkaloid,  resinoid,  acid,  volatile  or  fixed  oil,  oleo-resin,  or  a  neutral 
principle,  (without  acid  or  alkaline  reaction),  separate  or  combined,  and 
should  be  preserved  in  their  natural  relations,  so  that  the  therapeutical 
efiect  shall  be  the  same  as  the  crude  material.  By  an  accurate  analysis 
of  the  plant,  the  menstruum  and  manipulation  can  be  adapted  to  the 
peculiar  characteristics  of  its  active  constituents,  and  their  preservation 
by  evaporation  in  a  vacuum  rendered  more  certainly  than  by  any  other 
known  process.  They  may  be  of  the  pilular  consistence,  or  by  further 
drying,  brought  to  a  powdered  state,  and  in  that  form  present  all  the 
active  medicinal  or  positive  medical  constituents  of  the  plant  in  a  very 
concentrated  form. 

Inferior  or  sophisticated  preparations  consist  chiefly  in  the  employ- 
ment of  crude* materials  rejected  as  imfit  for  any  other  purpose,  either 
old  or  worm  eaten — the  admixture  of  gum  and  starch  to  give  the 
required  consistence,  or  keep  up  the  general  average  of  production,  or 
as  one  of  many  instances,  the  use  of  cichorium  intybus  for  leontodon 
taraxacum,  or  solanum  nigrum  for  atropa  belladonna. 

Fluid  Extracts  vary  from  the  preceding  class  in  degree  of  concen- 
tration. The  general  principles  observed  in  their  preparation  are  the 
same,  but  the  process  by  which  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  plant 
are  exhibited  in  the  fluid  form,  admits  of  the  preparation  being  made  of 
any  required  standard  of  strength,  definite  and  uniform  as  regards  the 
amount  of  active  medicinal  principles  represented  by  any  given  quan- 
tity, held  in  solution  so  as  to  form  clear  preparations.  Conceding  ^tiwf 
extracts  to  be  made  from  materials  of  standard  quality,  and  by  processes 
calculated  to  exhibit  the  activity  of  the  plant,  they  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  practitioner  by  supplying  a  strength  of  preparation  inter- 
mediate between  the  solid  extract  and  the  tincture — ^avoid  the  unneces- 
ary  bulk  of  infusions — the  uncertainty  of  decoctions — ^the  stimulation 
modifying  the  therapeutical  action  of  many  tinctures — ^are  with  great 
ftcility  taken  into  the  system,  requiring  little  or  no  digestion — ^act  as 
Yoon  as  administered,  and  when  immediate  efiect  of  medicine  is  desired. 
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are  the. best  forms  in  which  it  can  be  employed.  The  physician  is 
enabled  to  regulate  the  dose  with  greater  ease  and  certainty)  and  for 
convenience  in  calculating  doses,  they  are  generally  made  of  the 
strength  of  one  pound  of  tho  drug  to  one  pint  of  fluid — are  capable  of 
ready  combination,  or  of  converting  into  tinctures, 'syrups  and  infusions 
for  purposes  of  further  combination. 

Alkaloids  and  Resinoids. — ^They  purport  to  be  the  active  principles 
of  the  plants,  an<l  have  the  same  nlation  to  the  plants  whence  they  are 
derived,  that  quinia  does  to  the  cinrhonas,  and  morphia  to  opium.  The 
alkaloids  posst  ss  all  and  the  same  properties  with  the  mineral  alkalies; 
they  crystalize,  turn  red,  blue  litmus  paper,  and  combining  with  acids 
form  perfectly  defined  salts.  The  discovery  of  these  principles,  ordi- 
arily  designated  resinoids,  is  more  recent,  and  only  up  to  a  certain 
point  do  they  possess  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  resips,  Jalapin 
forms  an  exception.  Many  of  these  agents,  styled  indifferently  alka- 
loids or  retinoids,  do  not  present  any  marked  acid  or  alkaline  character- 
istics, such  ns  piperine,  asparngrne,  (//t/cyrrhizine,  d'c.  These  substances 
are  more  numerous  than  the  resins,  properly  so-called. 

It  is  often  necessary  when  these  principles  have  been  reduced,  to 
combine  with  them  suga'-  of  milk  or  the  powder  of  the  same  drug,  to 
secure  an  impalpable  powder,  because  they  are  often  oleagii.ous  in  their 
character.  This  fact,  when  it  occurs,  is  distinctly  stated  upon  the  bottle, 
and  the  quantity  always  increased  in  proportion  to  the  admixture,  that 
each  bottle  shall  contain  one  ounce  of  the  active  principle.   • 

These  agents  are  subject  to  mueh  adulteration;  but  the  tests  are  sim- 
ple and  easy.  Concentrated  prepa  ations  proper^  or  alkaloid  and  resin* 
'nds,  should  be  carefully  distinguished  from  the  alcoholic  and  hydro^ 
alcoholic  extracts,  dried  and  po\sdered,  of  which  large  quantities  are 
being  made  and  sold  for  them.  However  convenient  and  va'uable 
they  may  be  as  a  class,  they  are  preparations  which  should  be  sod  at 
only  a  small  advance  from  the  cost  of  the  solid  extracts;  and  it  is  due 
to  the  physician  that  he  understands  definitely  whether  he  is  adminis- 
tering the  medicinal  principles  of  a  drug  in  an  isolated  form,  or  in  the 
form  of  a  powdered  solid  extract — at  the  same  time  he  should  not  bo 
charged  the  price  of  the  former  whil<»  dispensing  the  latter. 
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AoonitTim  Napellns.    , 

The  aconite  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  reli- 
able of  the  acro-narcoties.  Its  action  on  the  nervous  systmi  in 
medicinal  doses  is  that  of  a  direct  sedatiy a  It  differs  &om  opium 
and  its  preparations,  in  being  more  concentrated  and  uniform  in 
its  action  and  possesses  another  advantage  in  its  freedom  from  any 
tendency  to  unduly  excite  the  nervous  system,  or  to  produce  con- 
stipatio£.  Aeonite  gives  gpod  restilte  i£  almost  the  entire  lange 
of  neuralgio  affections,  and  in  those  obscure  complications  of  rheu- 
matism and  neuralgia,  in  which  there  is  freedom  from  local  or 
constitutional  trouble,  independent  of  the  nervous  derangement 
It  is  much  emj)loyed  in  the  treatment  of  gout,  scrofrila,  seoonda- 
jy  syphUis,  sdrrhus  and  certain  cutaneous  diseases,  amaurosis, 
paralysis,  epilepsy,  intermittent  fevers,  diseases  of  the  heart,  in 
inflammation  oi  the  brain  and  its  meninges,  of  the  throat,  of  the 
lungs  and  pleura,  peritoneum,  intestinal  mucous  membrane, 
whether  attended  with  dysenterv  or  diarrhea,  in  erysipelas,  acute 
comeitis  and  conjunctivitis  &c.  Dr.  Preston  says :  "  I  have  used  it 
for  five  years,  during  which  time  I  have  repeatedly  exhibited  it 
in  various  neural^s&j  and  other  neuropathic  diseases,  and  have 

et  to  find  a  case  it  did  not  cure."    Dr.  Stewart,  of  Peekskill,  N. 

^.,  writes:  ^'In  acute  rheumatism  it  is  a  valuable  remedy  given 
in  conjimction  with  vin.  colch.  sem.,  in  the  dose  of  five  minims  of 
&e  former  to  half  a  dram  of  the  latter.  It  is  almost  my  main  re- 
liance in  that  disease."    It  should  be  administered  wim  caution, 


? 
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and  for  greater  accuracy  the  fluid  extract  should  be  diluted.    See 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  Nov.  1866. 

Chntra-indications,  —  Chlorotic,  anaemic  and  paralytic  aflfectiona 
Great  depression  of  nervous  enei«y  and  brain,  of  the  vital  powers. 
Hemorrhagic  irritability  and  feebleness  of  the  circulation.  Me- 
chanical impediment  to  the  passage  of  the  blood,  particularly 
through  the  neart  and  lungs. 

PRBPARATIOlfS. 

Fluid  Extract.  •. Dose.  2  to  8  drops. 

Solid      "       '^    i  to  1  grain. 

Pills,  igrain, "    1  to  4. 

"    i     "     "    1  to  2. 

**   1      "     • "    1  to  2. 

^*  of  Aoooitiiie*  1-60  part  of  a  graiQ, *^    %. 

Achillea  MiUefolmm. 

{Yarrow,) 

Mild  aromatic  tonic,  anti-spasmodic  and  astringent  Employed 
inintermittents,  flatulent  colic  and  nervous  affections,  for  the  sup- 

{)ression  of  hemorrhages  and  of  profase  mucous  discharges,  and  m 
ow  forms  of  exanthematous  fevers  with  diflBcult  eruptions. 

PEBSPARAWN. 

FbiidiAitmflil* l>mHiMilimmi. 

Alaus   Rubra; 

{Tag  Alder.) 

Alteratire^  emetic,  and  astringent  Useful  in  scrofula)  seoG^adb* 
ly  syphiUfl,  and  several  forms  of  cutaneous  disease.  Its  asfcria- 
gent  properties  render  it  useftd  in  hematuria,  and  otha?  hemor^ 
nisige&  The  abivdn  possesses  alterative,  tonic,  and  astringent 
powers,  and  is  recommended  in  herpes,  syphilis,  scorbutus,  sewfc 
la,  impetigo,  &c    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voli  1. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose^  1  to  2  drains. 

Ainnin. "    1  to  8  grains. 


rt. 


Angelica  AtroptirptLrea. 

{Angdioa  JSooi), 

AromatiC|  stimulant  carminative  and  diuretic;  used  in  flatoleot 

colic,  heart-bum,  in  diseases  of  the  urinary  o^ans  and  pagaiT^ 

dfopsy  a9  a  diuretic  with  uva  t^^^z,  and  eupatorium  ^r^revmi 
and  as  a  popular  remedy  to  promote  menstruation. 


Fluid  Extract , Dose,  i  to  1  dnun. 

Anthemis  Nobilis. 

{Giamamile.) 

Tonic,  altei^tive  and  ejnetic.  Given  in  small  doses  its  tonic 
and  alterative  properties  a^e  manifest;  in  lai;ge  ones  it  is  emetia: 
Il^sed  in  dyspepsia,  intermittent  and  typhus  fevers,  for  fiatuleaoei 
colic,  spasms  of  the  stomach,  hysteria,  nervous  disease^,  and  i^ 
painful  dysmenorrhea.  It  improves  the  digestive  organs,  and  m 
recommended  as  an  anti-periooic,  and  as  an  agent  for  preventiiig 
suppurations  in  phlegmonous  erysipelas  and  in  phthisin.  l£ 
O^nam  affirms  of  it  the  great  virtue  of  preventing  suppuiationft 
when  the  evil  has  not  advanced  too  fisu*,  and  of  drying  them  UB» 
where  they  have  existed  for  a  long  time.  He  says :  "  Ohmnc^pilSt 
in  large  doses  will  be  indicated  in  the  prevalent  diathe^  of  am- 
pmation,  in  puerperal  fever,  in  plegmonoqa  erysipela^^in  fa^}^ 
in  m^  case  in  wiiich  it  is  desired  to  prev^t  tpo  ajbundp^t  or  tflft^ 
Ipjj^^pontinu^  siippur»tions," 

PIUSPAItATI0K9. 

WjaiA  Bxtract .Doa^  i  to     1  dii^ 

S^lid      "      "    ito   20graip8» 

PSils,  Sgnans. "    1  to     4. 

{BiUer  Boot) 

iterative,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  emetic,  tonip.  and  laii^n^ve* 
Taloal^le  in  the  treatment  of  chronic,  hepatic  affections,  dysp^ 
si^  amenorrhea^  rheumatism,  syphilitic  aSGactions,  scrofula,  jauii* 
dice  and  dropsy.  In  doses  of  forty  to  siztv  grains  of  the  root 
pidverized,  it  promptly  produces  emesis^  with  little  previous  nau« 
sea.  The  e:s:tract  may  oe  given  in  from  two  to  six  grain  doses^ 
and  repeated  as  circumstances  nught  require.  See  Jourpal  o£ 
Materia  Medica,  Oct,  1866. 

PBBPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extraot Dose,  tonio,  10  to  20  drops. 

"        "       "  diaphoretic,  16  to  26  drop«| 

*'        **       **  en^etic,  i  to  1  drjim. 

S<did      "       "  ^toSgraiiMU 

Amaymni "  ftoa      '* 

Pmnoif  Apocymn,  Ignin, "  lto2. 

'*      Extract  Apocynum,  2  grains. . .  *^  1  to  4 


4t  %VnLKMXVT  TO  THS 

Apop3niimi  CannabinxinL 

{Indian  Hemp,) 

Tonic,  alteratiye,  powerful  emeUKsathartic,  diaphoretici  expecto- 
lant)  inducing  a  tenaency  to  sleepi  Independent  of  the  exhaustiom 
Wnsequent  upon  vomiting.  The  evacuations  brought  on  by  it 
tt6  laige,  feculent,  watery,  and  are  succeeded  by  perspiration.  It 
iff  a  most  powerful  hydra^ogue,  cathartic,  and  muretia 

It  acts  so  powerfully  m  draining  the  system,  that  Dr.  Bush 
called  it  the  "v^etable  trocar."  XS*.  Valentine  Mott  used  it  in 
dropsy,  among  his  clinical  patients.  It  is  suited  to  tonic  dropsy, 
1)eing  too  active  for  cases  of  an  atonic  character,  where  iron  is  ad- 
Tisable. 

.  Dr.  Knapp  gave  it  in  intermittent  fever,  pneumonic  affections, 
dysentery,  and  as  an  alterative  in  enteritis.  As  a  tonic,  it  is  ad- 
jnirably  calculated  to  improve  the  tone  of  the  digestive  apparatus^ 
and  through  this  medium  produces  a  corresponding  effect  upon 
ihe  genenu  s;^stem. 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Griscom :  "  The 
in^an  hemp,  when  taken  internally,  appears  to  have  four  differ- 
Cnt  and  disttact  operations  upon  the  system :  1st,  as  an  emetic  ; 
2d,  as  a  purgative ;  8d,  as  a  sudorinc ;  4tii,  as  a  diuretic.  Each 
of  these  effects  it  produces  almost  invariably.  Its  first  operation, 
when  taken  into  the  stomach,  is  that  of  procfucing  nausea,  if  given 
in  sufficient  (juantity  (which  need  not  be  large),  and  if  this  is  in- 
CEteased,  vomiting  will  be  the  result  It  very  soon  evinces  its  ac- 
tion upon  tiie  peristaltic  motions  of  the  prima  via,  by  producing 
copious  feculent  and  water]^  discharges,  particularly  the  latter; 
whic^  action,  when  once  excited,  is  very  easily  continued  by  the 
occasional  administration  of  a  wineglass-fiil  of  the  infusion.  The 
next  operation  of  tiiis  remedy  is  upon  the  skin,  when  it  displaj« 
its  sudorific  properties  often  in  a  very  remarkable  manner.  Oopi- 
ous  persjnration  almost  invariably  follows  its  exhibition,  to  which 
effect  is,  in  a  great  measure,  attributed  by  some,  the  powerfiil  in- 
fluence it  exercises  over  the  various  forms  of  dropsy.  The  activi- 
ty of  its  diuretic  properties  does  not  appear  to  be  so  great  in  many- 
instances  as  in  others.  In  some  cases,  the  urinary  secretion,  al- 
tihoufi^h  somewhat  increased  in  quantity,  is  not  such  as  to  be  com- 
menLate  with  the  effect  produced  on  the  disease  hj  the  exHbi- 
tion  of  the  medidna  In  other  instances,  its  diuretic  operation 
has  been  more  manifest,  causing  very  profiise  discharges  of  urine, 
and  in  a  very  short  tinie  relieving  the  overloaded  tissues  of  theS 
litirden," 

In  typhoid  fever,  during  the  convalescing  stages,  it  is  used  in 
combination  with  hydrastin  or  gentian.  The  wine  of  apocynum 
il  an  excellent  foi^m  for  administering  this  remedy  in  cases  of 
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dropsy,  in  that  while  apocynum  is  producing  its  peculiar  effecti^ 
Ihe  wvM  both  assists  it  by  its  tonic  properties  and  keeps  up  iha 
vigor  of  the  system.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  Aug.,  1861, 
Oct,  1866. 

PRSPAXATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract i Dom,  tonic,      5  to  15  drops. 

**        "      "    emetic,  20  to  80      " 

SoUd      "      "  Ito    5grains. 

Pm«,lgraiii "  1    to  S 

Aralia 


t 


{Dwarf  Elder.) 


Sudorific,  diuretic,  and  alteratire.  Is  regarded  as  very  valua* 
ble  in  dropsy,  gravel,  and  in  suppression  of  urine.  Dr.  Jreck,  of 
Mass.,  recommends  it  as  a  diuretic  in  dropsy,  particularly  so  as 
more  acceptable  to  the  stomach  than  other  remedies  of  the  same 
dass. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Aralia  Raceznosa. 

(f^pikenard,) 

Alterative  and  gently  stimulant.    Used  in  cutaneous,  rheumatie 
and  syphilitic  affections,  and  in  pulmonary  diseases. 
.    Reco^euded  as  haidng  been  admiuistered  with  conaidemble 
success  in  dropsies. 

Michaux  cites  it  as  sudorific.    Dr.  Sarrazin  makes  mention  of 
it  as  very  useful  as  a  cataplasm  in  inveterate  ulcers. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  3  drams. 


■^ 


Arotostaphylos  Uva  Ursi, 

{Uva  Ursi.) 

Astringent,  tonic  and  diuretic.  As  an  astringent,  it  is  appli- 
cable to  aU  the  purposes  for  which  astringents  are  used,  as  in 
chronic  diarrhea  and  dj^senterv,  diabetes  and  menorrhagia.  Its 
principal  ui|e,  however,  is  in  chronic  affections  of  the  Kidneys 
and  urinary  passages,  in  vesical  catarrh,  chronic  gonorrheal 
igleet,  leucorrhea,  incontinence  of  urine,  strangury,  and  in  excci^ 
sive  mucous  discharges.    In  gonorrhea,  with  bloody  and  mu- 


/' 
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P0U8  disdiarges,  and  pain  in  the  vesical  regioc}  Jit  speedily  alldj^s 
,4ijl  flxese  unpleasant  symptoms.  Dr.  Harris,  of  Fayette,  Alabama^ 
prefers  it  to  eigot^  in  its  property  of  -promoting  uterine  contrac- 
tion. Dr.  De  Beauvais  says  he  has  seen,  among  other  faots,  the 
v/oa  ursi  arrest,  in  a  young  hysterical  woman,  in  about  half  an 
hour  frcmi  the  first  dose,  -a  very  severe  vesical  teneffl:nufi.  The 
same  thing  occurred  with  a  person  with  homorrhoids,  blenorrha- 
gia,  and  varices  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  For  further  remarks, 
see  Journal  of  Materia  Medica  for  1858,  and  1859. 

Incompatibles.  —  Salts  of  iron  and  lead,  gelatin,  tartar  emetic, 
nitrate  of  silver,  and  in&igion  of  yellow  cinchona. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to    1  dram. 

SoUd      "       "     6tol5grams. 

Pffls,  -2  grains : » *     •2  to  '  t . 


AristolocMa  Serpentarla. 

{Snahe  Boot) 

Stimulant,  tonic,  diaphoretic  and  diuretic.  In  typhoid  febrile 
conditions,  in  cases  where  active  stimuktion  can  not  te  borne; 
it  will  be  found  very  available.  As  a  gargle,  it  is  valuable  in 
malignant  sore  throat.  In  dyspepsia,  it  has  been  employed  as  a 
tonic,  and  has  proved  useful  in  amenorrhea.  Sydenham  men- 
tioned serpentaria  as  a  remedy  for  intermittent  fever.  Some  at- 
tribute to  it  anthelmintic  properties.  It  has  been  employed  as 
a  diaphoretico-diuretic  in  rfieumatism. 

Dr.  Qeo.  D.  Wheldon  speaks  highly  of  its  alterative  pr^r- 
ties  in  certain  cutaneous  diseases. 

It  is  said  to  fiidd  much  to  the  efficacy  of  cinchona.  '  3ee  JeWtial 
of  Materia  Medieisi,  June,  1880. 

PHEPABAISON. 

Ktdd  Extinct : ;Doee,  i'  to  i  dttin. 


Arnica  Montana. 

{Arnica.) 

The  first  eflfect  from  the  operation  of  this  medicine  is  an  irrita- 
tion of  the  digestive  organs,  marked  by  a  sense  of  laeaviness^in 
the  epigastric  region,  .nausea,  and  sometimes  vomiting,  ^butihese 
goon -pass  off  if  the  medicine  is  persisted  in,  in  moderate  dosea 
The. second  effect  is  manifest  on  the  skin,  and  the  entiire  ut^rvoofl 
jBysi^m,  by  headache,  more  or  less  severe,  by  spatoiodic  ^mp^- 
ments,  tingling  and^ricking  of  the  Iknbs,  and 'a  sort  of  coAtrac- 


JOUEN^AIi  OF  MATERIA  MBDICA.  7 

tion  in  the  respiral^ory  musicftes.  It  is  a  y^tj  ^ergetic  stimulant. 
In  small  doses,  it  accelerates  the  pulse,  promotes  perspiration,  in- 
creases the  secretions  of  the  kidneys,  &c.  In  Germany,  it  is  used 
as  a  stimulant  in  typhoid  fever  and  other  adynamif  febrile  dis- 
^ms,  in  chronic  palsj  and  amenorrhea ;  also  as  a  tonic  in  rheu- 
mailism,  and  as  a  tome  and  diuretic  in  the  asthenic  forms  of  drop- 
By.  It  has  proved  very  useful  in  intermittent  lever,  also  in  nyc- 
talopia and  amaurosis,  and  in  that  disordered  condition  of  the 
system  which  succeeds  concussion  of  the  brain  from  falls  and 
blows.  It  has  been  recommended  in  diarrhea,  dysentery,  neph- 
ritis, gout,  chlorosis  and  diseases  where  there  is  debility,  tor- 
por or  inactivity  of  function. 

Externally,  it  is,used  in  the  form  of  a  fomentation,  or  diluted 
tincture  or  nuid  extract  to  prevent  or  discuss  local  inflammation, 
and  to  prevent  ecchymosis. 

See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

Antidotes. — ^Vegetable  acids  are  recommended  to  counteract  its 
poisonous  effects. 

Gontra-indicaiions. — Inflammatory  and  hemorrhagic  diathesis, 
latemal  congestion. 

Incompaiibles. — Sulphates  of  iron  and  zinc,  acetate  of  lead,  mine- 
ral acids,  &c. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract \ Dose,  10  to  60  drops. 


Artemisia  Absinthium. 

( Wormwood,) 

Anthelmintic,  tonic  and  narcotic.  Used  in  intermittent  fever, 
jaundice,  and  for  worms.  It  is  also  used  to  promote  the  appetite 
m  atonic  dyspepsia,  amenorrhea,  chronic  leucorrhea,  obstinate 
diarrhea,  etc.  Combined  with  a  fixed  alkaline  salt,  it  proves 
powerfully  diuretic.  Externally  it  is  useful  in  fomentations  for 
bruises  and  local  inflammations,  and  has  been  advised  as  an  ex- 
ternal application  in  chronic  affections  of  the  abdominal  viscera, 
either  in  the  form  of  tincture,  infusion  or  poultice.  Said  also  to 
possess  emmenagogue  properties. 

Incompatible. — Sulphate  of  iron  and  zinc,  acetate  of  lead,  ni- 
trate of  silver,  tartar  emetic. 

^  PBBPARATIONS. 

Mviid  Extract Dose,  6  to  iO  drops. 

Sidlia       '"      ' "    3to   B-graine. 
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ArtemeBia  AbrotaatuxL 

{SouthermDood) 

a 

*-  Tonio  aiit{-spasmodic.  Exni)lo7ed  in  iatormittents  to  promote 
the  appetite,  in  atonio  dyspepsia,  and  in  debilitated  conoition  of 
the  digestive  organs.  Formerly  employed  with  success  to  expel 
worms,  to  prevent  their  formation  and  development ;  well  wortu  a 
trialjin  visceral  obstructions,  jaundi(»,  and  hypochondriasis. 

PBEPABATIOK. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  30  to  60  drops. 


Artemisia  Vulgaris* 

{Mugwort) 

Anthelmintic,  tonic,  and  deobstruent ;  is  reputed  beneficial  in 
epilepsy,  hysteria,  and  amenorrhoea.  Employed  often  as  an  em- 
menagogue,  and  in  intermittent  fevers ;  externally  used  in  fo- 
mentations for  bruises  and  local  inflammations. 

Dr.  Burdach,  of  Germany,  some  years  since,  recommended  this 
agent  to  the  profession,  as  potent  in  epilepsy. 

Dr.  Neumeister,  of  Ameburg,  has  used  mugwort,  in  connec- 
tion with  assafcetida,  with*  marked  success,  in  chorea. 

It  is  pronounced,  by  some,  efficient  in  the  convulsive  diseases 
of  childhood 

PREPAEATI02r. 

I 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  20  to  40  drops. 


Aspidinm  Felix  Ms . 

{Male  Fern.) 

Its  specific  property  is  anthelmintic.  The  accounts  of  its  effi- 
cacy in  the  treatment  of  tapeworm  are  too  numerous  to  admit  of 
any  reasonable  doubt  on  the  subject  Dr.  Peschier  stated  that 
in  the  course  of  nine  months  150  tape  worms  had  been  expelled 
by  the  extract  Dr.  Ebers  found  it  completely  .successful  in 
eight  cases.  M.  Ronsel  never  found  it  to  fail  Its  use  should 
be  followed  by  a  purgative. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Solid  Extract .D68e, «  to  16  ^ajiw. 

Pills,  2  grains "     4  to    7. 
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Asolepias  Incamata. 

(  White  Indian  HenipJ) 

Alterative,  diaphoretic,  and  diuretic.  Dr.  Wm.  Hauser,  of 
Georgia,  has  used  it  with  the  happiest  results  in  many  forms  of 
fever,  but  regards  it  especially,  as  equal  to  anything  now  known, 
in  .the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis.  He  has  used  it  witli 
litile  regard  to  the  stage  of  the  disease,  and  with  the  best  succes& 
Prof  TuUy  recommends  it  in  catarrh,  asthma,  Byphilis,  rheuma- 
tism,  and  worms.    Eeputed  by  many  to  be  emetic  and  cathartia 

I>^.King  regards  it  as  posiessin/ anthehnintic  properties;  re- 
commends  it  also,  as  useful  in  chronic  mucous  diseases  of  stomach; 
proclaims  it  decidedly  a  valuable  therapeutical  agent,  and  worthy 
of  further  trial  and  investigation.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
Oct,  1861. 

PRXPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  Dose,  20  to  40  drops. 

Solid       "      "       3  to   6  grains.     * 


Asolepias  Tuberosa. 

{Pleurisy  Boot) 

Diaphoretic,  expectorant,  carminative,  diuretic,  tonic  and  anti- 
spasmodic. XJsed  in  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  catarrh,  febrile  dis- 
eases, acute  rheumatism  and  dysentery.  Useful  in  indigestion, 
and  in  all  cases  of  flatus  in  adults  and  children.  It  is  said  that  a 
number  of  cases  of  prolapsus  uteri  have  been  cured  under  the  use 
of  one  ounce  of  pleurisy  root  mixed  with  half  an  ounce  of  the 
root  of  aletris  farinosa,  and  given,  in  dram  doses,  three  times  a  day. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  prescribed  in  catarrh,  bronchitis  and  other 
pulmonary  complaints,  where  it  was  necessary  to  determine  to  the 
skin,  and  at  the  same  time  promote  free  expectoration,  with  fa- 
vorable effect.  Dr.  Parker,  of  Massachusetts,  employed  it  for 
twenty  years  in  dysentery,  and  had  the  greatest  confidence  in 
its  powers.  A  pill  composed  of  equal  parts  of  asclepidin  and 
dioscorein,  will  be  found  very  beneficial  in  flatulency,  borboryg- 
mi,  and  where  persons  are  subject  to  flatulent  or  bilious  colic. 
See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  Oct.  1861. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Ruid  Extract .Doee,  i  to  2  drams. 

Asclepidin "    I  to  5  grains. 

Pills  of  Asdepidin,  1  grain *'     I  to  5. 
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Atropa  BelladcMUata. 

^         {Belladonna^ 

Eemedial  Employment. — 'rumors, — There  is  abundant  evi- 
dence in  favor  of  its  efficacy  in  discussing  glandular  affeoticHis, 
particularly  in  engorgements  of  the  breasts,  and  in  scrofulous  tu- 
mors and  swellings  of  the  joints;  employed  both  intemalfy 
and  externally.  In  Braithwaite^s  Eetrospect,  Part  38,  p.  176, 
it  is  recommended  in  the  form  of  an  ointment  as  a  convenient 
application  to  carbuncles  or  boils.  Dubois  remarks  that  bella- 
donna alleviates,  more  than  any  other  remedy,  the  pains  of  can- 
cer, and  cures  sometimes,  if  not  cancer,  diseases  closely  resem-  ■ 
bling  it. 

.f^ralgia. — M.  Trouseau  employed  belladonna  successfully 
in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  He  administered  the  extract  in 
one-fifth  of  a  grain  every  hour  until  vertigo  was  produced.  Then 
the  frequency  of  the  doses  is  to  be  diminished,  but  their  impres- 
sion ought  to  be  maintained  for  several  days,  or  until  no  trace 
of  the  attack  remains.  Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Nottingham,  pre- 
fibribedthis  agent  three  times  a  day,  beginning  with  one-quarter 
of  a  grain,  gradually  increasing  the  dose  to  one  grain.  Copland 
says  that  belladonna  is  one  of  the  most  successful  remedies  for  the 
relief  and  cure  of  this  class  of  diseases. 

It  will  be  found  advantageous  many  times,  to  give  it  in  combi- 
nation with  quinine,  or  with  some  of  the  preparations  of  iron.  It 
is  recommended  to  be  employed  internally  and  externally.  Dr. 
Hunt  has  an  excellent  paper  on  this  disease,  in  Bbaithwaite's 
Eetrospect,  Part  10,  and  his  main  reliance  for  a  cure  is  belladonna. 

Spasmodic  Diseases, — ^^Belladonna  relieves  the  pain  consequeilt 
upon  spasm  of  the  sphincter  ani  muscle.  Dupuytben  employed 
this  ointment  combined  with  acetate  of  lead,  and  presumed  that 
its  efficacy  depended  upon  its  direct  power  of  preventing  con- 
striction of  the  sphincter.  It  will  be  found  valuable  in  convul- 
sions, spasms,  epilepsy,  puerperal  convulsions,  whooping  cough, 
chorea,  mania,  paralysis,  amaurosis,  rheumatism,  gout,  dysmen- 
orrhea, obstinate  intermittents,  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  and  jgfll 
diseases  in  which  the  nervous  system  is  involved. 

Spasm  of  the  urethra  is  also  stated  to  have  been  overcome, 
BO  as  to  permit  the  escape  of  calculi  from  the  bladder,  by  means  df 
friction  with  extract  of  belladonna  upon  the  perineum. 

Incontinence  of  Urine. — ^MoRAND,  Trousseau,  Blache,  Bre- 
TONNBAU,  Broke,  Hutchinson,  Hewson,  and  Condie  attest  to 
its  efficacy  in  curing  this  infirmity.  The  Medical  Times  and 
Gazette  also,  make  favorable  allusion  to  its  use  in  this  connection. 

Whooping  Oomgh, — Give  to  a  child  three  years  old,  afflicted 
with  this   malady,  three  drops  of  fluid  extract  of  belladonna 
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three  times  a  day.  Increase  or  diminish  the  dose  to  correspond 
to  the  age  or  susceptibility  of  the  patient.  By^  adding  half  a  grain 
of  sulphate  of  zinc  to  each  dose,  or  a  drop  '  or  two  of  nitric  adid, 
ike  cure  will  be  more  speedily  accomplished.  Let  the  effect  on 
the  eye  be  the  index  for  graduating  the  dose. 

Constipation. — Trousseau  deckres  belladonna  to  be  the  reme- 
dy par  excellence  for  habitual  constipation.  Give  it,  in  doses  of  a 
auarter  of  a  grain,  two  or  three  times  in  twenty '•four  hours. 
loPLAND  recommends  small  doses  of  belladonna  in  alvine  ob- 
structions. 

Strangulated  Hernia. — In  spasmodic  affections  in  which  there 
is  paroxysmal  muscular  contractions,  belladonna  has  bisen  benefi- 
cially employed.  David  reports  two  cases  in  which  the  internal 
use  of  this  remedy  led  to  the  reduction  of  strangtilated  hernia, 
"which  seemed  to  demand  an  operation.  He  gave  half  a  grain  of 
the  extract  every  half  hour.  In  one  case  three,  and  in  the  other 
four  doses  were  taken.  In  the  Gazette  Hebdomaire,  is  reported 
a  case  of  inguinal  hernia,  which  was  relieved  after  taxis  had  failed, 
by  the  administration  of  the  extract  of  belladonna  in  three  or  four 
grain  doses  every  half  hour.  The  tincture  of  belladonna  wad 
also  employed  locally  by  means  of  a  flax-seed  poultice. 

'Dysmenorrhea. — Give  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of  extract  of  bella- 
donna with  one  grain  of  sulphate  of  mnc  every  two  or  three 
hemrs  until  the  pain  ceases.  Increase  ^he  dose  if  necessary.  Ap- 
ply it  also  externally  in  the  shape  of  a  pkster  of  the  simple  ex- 
tract spread  on  adhesive  plaster. 

Rigidity  of  the  Uterus  during  Labor. — This  may  readily  be  con- 
trolled by  an  ointment  made  of  belladonna  and  lard,  and.  witii 
the  finger  apply  it  to  the  mouth  of  the  uterus.  In  the  American 
Med.  Monthly  may  be  found  a  paper  of  B.  F.  Barker's  on  'bel- 
ladonna shortening  labor.  Dr.  Barker  gives  a  table  of  one  htrn- 
dred  and  forjy-seven  oases  of  labor,  in  which  this  remedy  had 
been  used  for  dilating  the  os  externum  by  comparatively  pain- 
less contractions. 

Laryngitis. — ^Dr.  Stills  says  that  this  agent  applied  to  a  blis- 
tered surface  appears  to  have  belen  promptlv  and  completely  ef- 
ficient in.  some  cases  of  laryngitis  which  displayed  more  or  less  of 
a  spasmodic  element.  Give  it  internally  m  this  complaint,  in 
deses  of  half  a  grain  of  the  extract  once  in  six  hours. 

Tetanus. — ^Dr.  Hutohinson  has  reported  many  oases  of  trati- 
matic  tetanus  cured  by  the  extract  of  belladonna.  Dr.  H.  re- 
ports that  the  specific  action  of  the  medicine  upon  the  pupils 
was  followed  by  an  abatement  of  the  spasms,  but  this  wasnot 
until  the  dose  was  increased  from  half^a  -grain  to  u  grain  of  the 
extract  every  three  hours  to  four  grains  every  two  hours.  It  wite 
then  gradually  diminished. 
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Epilepsy. — Should  be  continued  for  months  in  doses  snfficienilj 
large  to  manifest  the  specific  effect  of  the  remedy  upon  the  pu- 
pils. 

Intolerance  of  Light. — ^Lisfbano  treated  six  cases  of  excessive 
sensibility  to  light,  by  a  local  application  of  the  extract  of  bel- 
ladonna applied  around  the  orbit ;  some  of  the  cases  were  chronic 
conjunctivitis,  and  others  acute. 

Dr.  Jacob  has  some  valuable  suggestions  relative  to  ophthal- 
mic cases  in  Bbatthwaite's,  Part  18,  p.  811.  He  speaks  highly 
in  favor  of  the  use  of  belladonna. 

Salivation. — Q-ive  the  belladonna  three  times  a  day.  Dose, — 
half  a  grain  of  the  extract. 

Incontinence  of  Fcecal  Matter. — ^Dr.  Bichabd  reported  the  case 
of  a  boy  suffering  from  this  affection,  which  had  resisted  all  the 
agents  usually  recommended.  He  prescribed  the  syrup  of  bella- 
donna internally,  and  placed  a  suppository  coated  with  belladonna 
pomade  in  the  rectum.  Two  days  after  the  commencement  of 
this  treatment,  the  child  had  no  more  involuntary  stools,  and  was 
cured  of  the  infirmity.  The  same  treatment  was  subsequently 
employed  for  the  like  inconvenience  and  with  satisfactory  results. 

Jjead  Golic. — With  this  agent  most  cases  have  been  relieved, 
from  the  first  to  the  third  day.  Bbaithwaite's,  Part  24,  p.  116 ; 
also  London  Journal  of  Medicine,  Aug.  1851,  p.  721. 

Midwifery. — R.  P.  Stephens  has  published  a  paper  in  the  Bos- 
ton Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  80,  p.  501,  in  which  several 
cases  are  reported  of  the  beneficial  results  of  belladonna  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject. 

Chorea. — ^Numerous  cases  might  be  instanced  showing  the  ben- 
eficial effects  of  belladonna  in  this  harrassing  complaint  The 
highest  authority  for  its  use  may  be  found  in  most  of  our  Amer- 
ican Medical  Journals,  also  in  those  of  Europe. 

To  Arrest  the  Mammary  Secretions. — Mr.  GoOLDEN*,  in  1856,  re- 
ported his  successful  use  of  belladonna  in  arresting  the  secre- 
tion of  milk.  His  statement  was  speedily  confirmed  by  Drs.  WlL- 
LEY,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Burrows,  of  Liverpool;  Harris,  of 
Ottawa ;  Bacon,  Blythman,  Newman  and  others. 

Prophylactic  against  Scarlatina. — ^Grive  two  or  three  drops  of 
fluid  extract  of  belladonna  two  times  a  day.  Continue  its  use 
during  the  time  the  epidemic  remains.  Should  it  be  found  neces- 
sary to  continue  the  use  of  the  agent  over  two  weeks,  diminish 
the  dose. 

Poisoning  by  Opium. — See  the  writings  of  Stille,  And£RS0K| 
MusSEY  and  others. 

Therapeutic  Properties  of  Belladonna. — Conclusions  of 
M.  Dubois. — 
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1.  That  belladonna  is  not  without  efficacy  in  phlegnuud®,  ea* 
pecially  in  those  of  the  globe  of  the  eye. 

2.  That  it  is  the  best  remedy  known  in  the  photophobia  which 
80  firequiently  accompanies  inflammation,  of  the  eye. 

S.  That  its  power  as  a  prophylactic  in  scarlatina  can  hardly  be 
contested. 

4.  That  it  sometimes  cures  certain  hemorrhages,  as  haemoptysis, 
hsBmatemesis,  and  metrorrhagia. 

5.  That  it  is  a  remedy  par  excellence  for  neuralgia,  for  whoop- 
ing cough  and  most  of  the  neuroses. 

6.  That  it  is  a  remedy  par  excellence  to  combat  pain,  especially 
when  external. 

7.  That  it  alleviates  more  than  any  other  remedy  the  pains 
of  cancer,  and  cures  sometimes,  if  not  cancer,  diseases  closefy  re- 
sembling it. 

8.  That  it  can  be  advantageousljr  employed  in  spasmodic  con- 
traction and  occlusion  of  tne  pupil ;  to  produce  procidencia  of 
the  iris,  and  to  break  up  adhesions ;  to  prevent  the  inflammation 
of  the  iris  so  frequent  after  this  operation ;  to  maintain  dilitation 
of  the  pupil,  and  to  diminish  the  chances  of  adhesions  after  the 
operation  of  couching ;  to  prevent  secondary  cataitu^t ;  to  re-es- 
tablish vision,  temporarily  at  least,  when  the  lens  is  opaque  in  the 
center,  or  when  there  are  opacities  of  the  cornea ;  to  assist  the 
diagnosis  in  some  diseases  of  the  eye. 

9.  That  it  is  of  real  efficacy  in  some  cases  of  strangulated  her- 
nia. 

10.  That  its  proj)erty  in  facilitating  labor  in  spasmodic  con- 
striction of  the  uterine  neck  is  powenul  and  incoDtestible. 

11.  That  it  produces  advantageous  results  in  some  cases  of  fis- 
sure of  the  anus. 

12.  That  its  employment  may  be  more  or  less  useful  in  spas- 
modic constriction  of  the  bowels,  in  constipation,  in  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  rectum,  of  the  anus,  and  of  the  vulva ;  in  phi- 
mosis and  paraphimosis,  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  urethra,  re- 
tention of  urine,  strangury,  spasmodic  stricture  of  the  larynx  and 
aesophagus ;  in  blepharospasm,  incontinence  of  urine,  nephritic 
colic,  hemorrhoids,  &c. 

Finally,  that  belladonna  should  be  placed  in  the  first  rank  of 
medicinal  substances.  For  fuller  statements  of  its  properties,  see 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  for  August  and  September,  1858 — 
Prof  Lee,  June,  1860— Dr.  Bates,  Sept,  1862. 

Antidotes. — The  remedies  recommended  are,  stomach  pump,  io- 
dine, emetics,  purgatives,  cold  application  to  the  head ;  in  the  com- 
atose stages,  ammonia  internally,  vdth  external  stimulants. 
incomjoo^'frJe^.-Alkalies,  tannin,  vegetable  astringents  and  opium* 
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FluidJExtaraot. D<we,  6 to  10  cLk^.. 

Solid        "     "    ito    1  grain. 

Pms,igrain "    Ito    4. 

"    ^     "     *     1  tq    2. 

"    1     "     "    Ito    2. 

"     of  Atropia,  ift^  grain "    Ito    2. 


AurantitLm  Cortex. 

{Orange  Peel) 

Orange  peel  is  a  mild  tonic,  carminative  and  stomachic, 
but  is  seldom  used  alone.  It  is  employed  to  flavor  other  medi- 
cines, to  correct  their  nauseating  tendencies,  and  to  assist  liieii 
stimulant  impression  on  the  stomach.  It  is  a  very  useful  addi- 
tion to  bitter  infusions,  tinctures  or  decoctions. 
Incompatibles, — Infusion  of  bark,  sulphate  of  iron,  lime  watear. 

PEEPARATION. 

Fluid  Extraot Do9e,  i  to  2  dram^^ 


Be^tisia  Tinotoria. 

{Wild  Indigo,) 

Its  antiseptic  properties  give  it  a  medicinal  character,  thoug||v^ 
it  is  in  addition,  sub-astringent,  cathartic,  and  emetic.  It  acts 
powerfully  on  the  glandular  and  nervous  system,  increasing  aU 
the  glandular  secretions,  and  arousing  the  liver  especially  to  a 
normal  action.  It  is  usefiil  in  scarlatina,  typhus  fever,  and  in  that 
state  of  the  system  attending  gangrene,  or  mortification.  In. 
threatened  or  existing  mortification,  it  is  extremely  useful  as  ajj. 
internal  or  external  remedy.  The  decoction  is  an  exjcellent  apr 
plication  as  a  wash  or  gargle  to  malignant  ulcerous  sore  mouth 
and  throat,  mercurial  sore  mouth,  scrofulous  or  syphilitic  ophliuJ- 
mia,  erysipelatous  ulcers,  gangrenous  ulcers,  sore  nipples,  &c. 
The  baptism^  combined  with  leptandririj  podophylUn,  quinia^ 
or  ctmicifugm,  in  diseases  where  these  agents  are  indicated,  will 
be  found  valuable  in  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers,  and  all  diseases 
of  the  typhoid  character,  when  administered  internally. 

PABPAJ^TIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  i  dram. 

Baptisin **    i  to  i  grain. 


r 


Barosma  CDenata  (Diosma^Crenata.)* 

Stimulant,  diuretic,  antispasmodic  and  tonic.  Useful  in  all  dis- 
eases of  the  urinary  organs  attended  vrith  increased  uric  acid; 
in  irritation  of  the  bladder  and  urethra  attending  gravel,  in  ca- 
tarrh of  the  urinary  bladder,  and  incontinence  of  urine  connect- 
ed with  diseased  prostate,  in  dyspepsia,  dropsy,  cutaneous  af- 
fections and  chronic  rheumatism. 

By  many  physicians  it  is  regarded  as  valuable  in  all  diseases 
of  the  sexual  organs,  even  of  long  standing ;  in  constitutional  de- 
bility, incident  to  secret  habits  of  the  young. 

Buchu  is  pleasant  in  its  taste,  efficient  in  its  action,  and  can  be 
used  in  all  cases  with  perfect  safety.  It  is  a  moderate  excitant, 
diuretic,  and  tonic,  and  is  said  to  have  affi)rded  essential  service 
in  chronic  cases  of  rheumatism  and  gout  Acting  on  the  urinary 
flecnetion,  the  Airine  is  separated  in  larger  quantities,  and  exhales 
an.  aromatic  odor.      See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  5. 

Buobu  Compound. 

This  combination  of  huchu^  juniper  berries^  uva.  ursi,  and  cu- 
hets,  has  been  employed  with  decided  success  in  diseases  of  the 
uipinary  oi^ap^s  to  whicJ;!  it  has  a  peculiar  and  specific  direction, 
li  may  be  used  in  cases  when  buchu  alone  would  be  used 
— to  arrest  excessive  discharges  from  the  urethra ;  in  the  treat- 
ment of  gonorrhoea  and  ffleet,  in  chronic  bronchial  inflammation, 
in  ulcerations  of  the  kidneys,  bladder,  and  urinary  passages,  &a 
It  is  mUd  in  its  operation,  and  pleasant,  forming  an  agreeable 
and  safe  remedy  in  these  complaints. 

BBBBAHA/EIONS; 

Fluid  Extract  of  Buchu '.Dose,  i  to  2  drams. 

"•       "  "         Compound "     J  to  2  drams. 


Benzoin  OdorifernnL 

{Fever  BusL) 

Aromatic,  tonic,  and  stimulant;  has  been  verv  successfully 
employed  in  the  treatment  of  ague  and  typhoid  K)rms  of  fever, 
and  is  useful  as  a  refiigerant  mk  exhilarant  in  other  forms,  for 
allaying  excessive  heat  and  uneasiness  It  is  used  warm  to  pro- 
duce diaphoresis. 

Fluid  Extract .' Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 
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Berberis  YiLlj^aFiB. 

(Barberry.) 

Tonic  laxative.  Used  in  cases  where  tonics  are  indicated — in 
jaundice,  chronic  dianrhea  and  dysentery,  cholera  infantum ;  ser-' 
viceable  as  a  wash  or  gargle  in  apthous  sore  mouth  and  in  opthal- 
mia.  Griffith  says  it  acts  like  rhubarb,  and  with  equal  prompt- 
ness and  activity. 

PREPASAnON. 

Floid  Extract Dote,  i  to  I  dram. 


Canella   Alba. 

{GaneUa.) 

Canella  is  a  usefal  aromatic  stimulant  and  tonic.  Tak6n  in 
small  doses,  it  determines  heat  to  the  epigastrium,  and  augments 
the  digestive  forces :  then,  secondarily,  it  occasions  constipation, 
and  acts  in  a  stimulating  manner  on  the  whole  system,  and  par- 
ticularly when  administered  in  considerable  quantities.  This 
medicine  is  seldom  employed  alone,  but,  joined  with  other  tonio 
and  stimulating  substances,  is  administered  with  advantage  in 
cases  of  atonv  of  the  stomach,  chronic  diarrhea,  and  also  in  the 
last  stages  of  adynamic  and  ataxic  fevers. 

The  use  of  this  mediciae  has  been  much  boasted  of  in  some 
cases  of  vomiting  not  dependent  on  organic  lesion  of  the  stomach. 
It  is  a  useful  adjunct  in  atonic  diarrhea.  It  is  employed  to  inask 
the  odor  and  taste  of  other  medicines ;  and  vath  this  design,  as 
also  as  a  tonic,  it  enters  into  a  great  variety  of  compound  pre- 
parations. Associated  with  aloes^  it  has  been  largely  used  as  an 
emmenagogue.  It  may  be  used  with  decided  advantage  in  dys- 
pepsia, debility,  and  in  other  diseases,  when  a  warm  aromatic  is 
mdicated.  In  the  treatment  of  scurvy,  canella  has  gained  consid- 
erable reputation.  Internally  used  as  an  adjunct  to  resinous  ca- 
thartics, lor  a  carminative. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  15to30dropfl. 


Cannabis  Indica. 

{Indian  Hemp,) 

Narcotic,  nervine  and  anaesthetic,  also  hypnotia    The  Chinese 
were  acquainted  with  its  use  as  an  amesthetic  as  early  83  the 
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third  century  of  the  Christiaii  era,  and  a  celebrated  Chinese  phj* 
mdan  is  saia  to  have  operated  on  his  patients  after  haying  ren* 
dered  them  insensible  by  a  preparation  of  wine  and  hemp  pow- 
der. This  a^nt  has  been  chiefly  employed  in  spasmooic  and 
painful  affections,  and  in  several  of  these  its  curative  powers  are 
Unquestionable. 

Tetanus, — The  cases  of  this  affection  recorded  by  Dr.  O'Shaugh- 
KESSY  demonstrate,  as  the  author  remarks,  that  when  given  boldly 
in  large  doses,  the  resin  ot  hemp  is  capable  of  arresting  the  pro- 
gress of  this  formidable  disease,  and  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases 
of  effecting  a  perfect  cure.  Prof.  Miller,  of  Edinburgh,  says ; 
"  My  own  experience  speaks  loudly  in  fiavor  of  hemp.  I  can 
now  record  three  fortunate  cases  under  its  use,  all  traumatic  te- 
tanus." Two  cases  of  trismus  nascentium  are  reported  by  Dr.  P. 
C.  Gaillard,  and  of  the  traumatic  form  of  tetanus ;  one  case  by 
Mr.  Skues,  one  by  Mr.  Cock,  and  one  by  Dr.  Bailey,  as  cured 
by  cannabis. 

Neuralgia. — In  this  disease  the  preparations  of  hemp  have  been 
found  to  palliate,  and  in  not  a  few  instances  to  effect  a  perfect 
cure.  Dr.  Donovan  has  reported  many  cures;  Dr.  C.  B.  WiL- 
UAHS,  Dr.  Clendinning  and  Sir  James  Murray  many  more.  . 

Bheumatism. — The  action  of  cannabis  appears  to  have  been  sal- 
utary in  this  disease. 

Chrrea. — Dr.  C.  B.  Williams  says  that  cannabis  palliated  the 
action  of  the  muscles.  Dr.  Carrigan  has  publishea  three  cases, 
one  of  which  was  inveterate,  but  all  of  them  cured  by  this 
agent  ^ 

Hypnotic. — ^Dr.  A.  Christian  recommends  this  article  where 
opium,  from  long  continued  use,  has  ceased  to  produce  its  proper 
enects.  He  mentions  a  case'  in  which  cannabis  entirely  allayed 
the  intense  itching  of  eczema,  while  the  patient  continued  under 
its  effects,  and  procured  for  him  refreshing  sleep  which  no  other 
means  could  obtain. 

Delirium  Tremens. — Cannabis  has  been  employed  with  satisfac- 
tory effects  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  See  Journal  of  Mate- 
ria Medica,  vol  8,  p.  180. 

PBXPAIUTIONS. 

Flutd  Extract .* Bose,  5  to  10  drop*. 

SoUd      " "     Ito   2grama 

Fills  of  Cannabis  Indica,  i  grain, "     3  to   4. 

"  "  1    "    "     Ito   2. 

ft 

Capsiciixzi  Annuuni. 

{Cayenne  Pepper.) 

Cayenne  Pepper  ia  a  powerful  stimulant^  producing,  when 

% 
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flwallowed,  sense  of  heat  in  the  stomach,  and  a  general  glpw  oyei 
the  body,  withqnt  any  narcotic  effect.  It  is  much  employed  aa  a . 
condiment,  ana  proves  highly  usefdl  in  correcting  the  flatulent 
tendency  of  certain  vegetables,  and  aiding  their  digestion-  As  sn 
medicine,  it  is  useful  in  cases  of  enfeebled  and  languid  stomach, 
and  is  occasionally  prescribed  in  dyspepsia  and  atonic  gout,  par- 
ticularly when  attended  with  much  flatulence,  or  occurring  in  per- 
sons of  intemperate  habits.  It  has  been  used  with  success,  com- 
bined with  quinine,  in  cases  of  intermittent  and  low  form  of  fever. 
Small  doses  have  been  recommended  to  be  administered  internal- 
ly as  a  cure  for  piles. 

Its  most  important  application,  hojp^ever,  is  in  the  •  treatment  of 
liahgnant  sore  throat  and  scarlet  fever,  in  which  it  is  used  both 
internally  and  as  a  gargle.  It  has  been  used  in  spasmodic  affec- 
tions, passive  hemorrhages,  especially  uterine,  and  when  combined 
with  the  compound  powder  of  ipecacuunha,  will,  in  many  instances, 
promptly  arrest  hemorrhage  after  parturition. 

Contra-iridications, — Acute  fevers.  Acute'inflammation,  particu- 
l$rly  of  the  genito- urinary  organs. 

imompamles, — Corrosive  sublimate,  acetate  of  leads,  nitrate  of 
silver,  sulphates  of  iron>  zinc,  and  copper,  carboi^ates  of  t^  alk^- 
lieSf 

PBBPABATIOMS. 

Fluid  BxtraOi Doge^  5  to. 16  droiM. .. 

Prils,    1     grain, ^'    1  to    2. 

Cassia  Acutifolia. 

Senna  i^  an,  aptive  hydragogue  cathartic.  Its  nauseous  taste  is? 
di£«uised  by  giving  it  m  strong  coffee,  or  by  the  addition  of  milk 
and  sugar.  Senna  possesses  but  one  specific  action,  thatof  a.puTr 
gative ;  in  which  respect  it  is  so  certam,  so  manageable,  and  so 
convaodent,  that  few  remedies  have  ^ven  better  satisfiiction  or  ace 
held  in  higher  repute.  Its  action  is  chiefly  on  the  smaller  intes- 
tines, increasing  their  mucous  secretions,  as  well  as  their  peristal- 
tic motions,  and  producing  loose  brown  evacuations.  It  is  well 
adapted  for  those  cases  wmch  require  an  active  and  certain  purga- 
tive, with  a. moderate  stimulus  to  the^bdcmiinal  and  pelvic  vis- 
cera. Thus  in  constipaiion  and  inactivity  of  the  aUmentary  canal 
requiring  the  continued  or  fi:eq,uent  use  of  pur^tives — in  worms 
— ^m  determination  of  blood^to  the  bead — and  in  very  many  other 
cases  that  readily  suggest  thenjselves,  it  answers  an  excellent  pur- 
poee. 

Its  peculiaritjr  of  npt-l^yiijig^tbe  bpwels  cpijfiii^d:  re^derH  ii  a 
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valuable  medicine  in  such  ca^ea  Sen^^  is  seldom  given  alone, 
but  along  with  some  corrective  of  its  griping  qualities,  or  else  as- 
sociated with  other  purgatives.  The  fluid  extract  is  the  most  con- 
centrated and  active  of  all  of  the  preparations  of  this  medioinCi 
and  in  combination  with  epsom  saUsj  manna  and  fennel  scecl$^ 
known  as  the  black  draughty  is  the  most  efficient  mode  of  admin- 
istering this  medicine. 

It  forms  an  excellent  purgative  for  children  in  doses  of  flui- 
dram,  while  the  syrup  is  admirably  well  adapted  for  in&nts,  and 
msff  be  prescribed  in  same  quantity. 

la  atonic  dyspepsia,  particularly  when  attended  by  constipation, 
^  mixture  oi  equal  parts  of  the  extract  of  senna  and  gentian, 
proves  eminently  serviceable.  It  proves  an  efficient  purgative  in 
Atonic  duodenal  dyspepsia.  In  bihous  derangements,  a  judicious 
vm  of  a  mild  mercurial,  and  the  tetract  of  senna  is  recommended, 
in  many  instances,  as  a  safe  and  reliable  plan  of  treatment 

It  is  a  prompt,  efficient,  and  safe  purgative,  well  calculated  for 
fevers  ana  febrile  complaints,  and  otheir  cases  where  a  decidedf 
though  not  violent  impression  is  desired.  Smna  is  contra-indi- 
cated in  an  inflammatory  condition  of  the  alimentary  canalj  hemov- 
rhoids^  prolapeus  anij  Jtc, 

Senna  Compound. 

This  is  a  preparation  of  senna,  jalap. and  mandrahe,  vxUk  aro- 
maiics.  It  operates  as  a. mild  but  sure  cathartic,  and  aa  an  alteia- 
tLve. 

Senna  and  Jalap« 

The  virtues  that  are  claimed  for  this  preparation  are,  that  it  be- 
comes a  manageable  and  reliable  purgative.  The  irritant  eff^sts 
of  jalap  are,  to  a  great  degree,  counteracted  hj  the  more  kindly 
operation  of  senna.  This  compound  is  applicable  in  all  ca^ 
were  it  is  desirable  to  produce  a  powerrul  iiiflueuce  on  md 
bowels,  or  to  obtain  copious  evacuations.  See  Journal  of  Materia 
Medica,  v.  5,  p.  201. 

Incom^tibies, — ^Strong  acids,  carbonates  of  the  alkalies,  tarjar 
emetic,  lime-water,  salts  of  iron,  silver,  and  lead,  corrosive  subli^ 
mate,  infusion  of  yellow  bark,  &c. 

PREFAB  ATIONS. 

Fluid  £i^ct  oi  Senna^ Dose,  1  to  2  drama 

**  "        aqueous, "  1  to  2      " 

«  **        andJakp, "  ito  1      " 

"  «       and  DandeUon, "  1  to  2     " 

•«  "       and  Pink  root, "  *to  1      " 

»  "       and  Rhubarb, "  *to  1      ** 

Soljd  Ibtraat, "  Sto8 grains. 

PflK     '*      Senna^  2  giwns, <'  lim^ 
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CejihsBlis  Ipecacnanha. 

(Jpecacttanha.) 

Emetic,  expectorant  and  diaphoretic.  Alterative,  in  small  doses. 
Some  authors  suppose  it  to  possess  narcotic  properties.  In  dosea 
of  one-quarter  of  a  grain  to  one-half,  it  acts  as  a  tonic. 

Diseases  of  the  Luvgs,—^lt  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  acute  bron- 
chitis. The  symptoms  which  indicate  its  use  are  a  short,  ticklings 
paroxysmal  and  spasmodic  cough,  to  relieve  which,  small  and  re* 
peated  doses,  (half  a  grain  every  hour),  are  the  most  effectual.  This 
medicine  is  one  of  the  safest  and  most  efficient  in  suffocative  ca- 
tarrh, and  can  be  used  with  confidence,  either  in  old  age  or  infan- 
cy. The  paroxysmal  and  spasmodic  cough  and  whooping  cough 
are  sometimes  rendered  much  milder  by  its  use. 

Diseases  of  the  StoTnach  and  Bowels. — Daubenton  recommended 
minute  doses  of  ipecacuanha  to  be  taken  in  the  morning  fasting, 
for  therelief  of  gastric  debility,  and  constipation  upon  want  of  en- 
ergy in  the  intestines.  Fothergill  recommended  this  agent  in 
diarrhea.  It  has  been  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  remedy  for  dysen 
tery. 

hemorrhages. — Writers  of  distinction  ascribe  efficient  haemos- 
tatic virtues  to  this  medicine.  Mangetus  imputes  to  a  dose  of 
one  dram  of  ipecacuanha  the  subsidence  of  an  alarming  hemor- 
rhage fix)m  the  womb,  which  preceded  the  expulsion  of  the  ovum 
in  a  case  of  abortion.  Dr.  Osbobne,  of  Dublin,  says  that  the  treat- 
ment of  simple  menorrhagia  by  ipecacuanha  has  never  yet  failed 
in  his  hands,  and  that  he  has  also  found  it  successful  in  epistaxis. 
Gases  of  its  success  in  haemoptysis  and  menorrhagia  are  mentioned 
by  Frakk.  In  intermittent  fevers  of  a  bilious  type,  and  still 
more  in  the  bilious  and  remittent  fevers,  the  administration  of  a 
fiiir  emetic  dose  of  ipecacuanha  at  the  outset  of  the  disease,  and 
even  for  two  or  more  successive  days,  forms  perhaps,  the  surest 
method  of  moderating  the  violence  and  shortening  the  duration 
of  the  attack.  It  also  prepares  the  way  for  a  successful  adminis- 
tration of  cinchona. 

Ipecac  and  Seneka. 

This  combination  is  administered  with  decidedly  beneficial  re- 
sults. The  action  of  ipecac,  by  this  ingredient,  is  rendered  more 
energetic  and  serviceable.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  4. 

Incompaiibks. — ^Vegetable  astringents,  acetate  of  lead,  Ac. 

PBEPASLATION& 

iiukiKxtiuot.. .!..::.........;..... .Dose,  I5^p^^!??*'fl^^^^ 

FiUsofIp»c«ci  graiii.,..^..-....^..., ^«^,. IXm^  llot. 
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Fflkiof  SoTer'a  Powder  (^  gr.  Opium,  ^  gr.  Ipecac,  1  gr.  Solp.  PotaahX 
Two  grains  [equal  to  &  grains  Dover^s  Powder.] . . .  Dose,  2  to  6. 

PQIb  of  Dover's  Powder,  (1  gr.  Opium,  1  gr.  Ipecac,  2  grs.  8ulp.  Potash,) 

Four  grains,  [equal  to  10  grains  Dover's  Powder] . . .  Dose,  1  to  3. 

^    of  Ipecac  and  Squill,  3  grains. . . ., "     2  to  3. 

Pltud  Ext,  comp..  Ipecac  and  SSeneka  (Dr.  Jadraon's),  Dose,  itoX  dram. 


Chelidonium  Majus« 

{Garden  Celandine.) 

Oelandihe  is  stimulating,  aperient,  diuretic,  and  sudorific ;  it  is 
tised  in  hepatic  affections,  and  is  supposed  to  exert  a  special  influ- 
ence on  the  spleen.  Applied  in  the  form  of  a  wash  or  poultice  in 
scrofulous  and  cutaneous  diseases  and  piles ;  also  to  indolent  ul- 
cers, fungous  growths,  &a  As  a  drastic  hydragogue,  it  is  fuUy 
equal  to  gamboge: 

PRBPARATIOITB. 

Fliud  Extract Dose,  10  to  20  dropfl^ 

SoUd       **     "      StolOgraina. 


Ohelone  GHabra. 

{Balmony.) 

Especially  valuable  in  jaundice  and  hepatic  diseases ;  likewise 
lor  the  removal  of  worms.  Used  as  a  tonic,  in  small  doses,  in 
dyspepsia,  debility  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  during  convales- 
cence from  febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases.  As  a  tonic  ita 
influence  seems  to  be  ej:pended  principally  upon  the  digestive 
apparatus,  increasing  the  appetite,  promoting  digestion,  and  as- 
similation, improving  the  condition  of  the  blood,  in  both  volume 
and  quality,    bee  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Oheloniu. "     1  to  2  grains. 


Ohenopodium  Anthelminticum. 

(  Wormseed) 

Wonnseed  is  one  of  our  most  efficient  indigenous  anthelminticfli 
and  is  thought  to  be  particularly  adapted  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
round  worms  in  children.  A  dose  or  it  is  usually  given  before 
break&st  in  the  morning,  and  at  bedtime  in  the  evening,  for  tituret 
or  four  days  successively,  and  then  followed  by  some  brisk  o^ 
thartia    By  some  writers  this  variety  is  regarded  as  equal  to  0» 
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AmhrosoMes,  or   C.  Bbtrysin^  in  catarrh  and  humeral  asthma,  as 
an  expectorant 

Qmtra^ndications. — ^Fevers,  according  to  Dr.  Dewees. 

PBSPARATIOM. 

Fluid  Extract , Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


ChiTnaphila  XTmbGllata. 

{Pipsisseioa.     Princess  Pine.) 

Diuretic,  tonic,  alterative  and  astringent 

This  plant  is  in  some  places  vulgarly  known  as  ground-holly, 
wintergreen,  American  wintergreen,  pipsissewa,  king's  cure,  Prin- 
ce's pine,  rheumatism-weed,  and  herbe-apisser-the  latter  from  its  re- 
cognized diuretic  qualities.  It  is  allied  to  the  uva  ursi  in  botani- 
cal as  well  as  in  medicinal  qualities. 

The .  extract  taken  internally  acts  as  an  agreeable  tonic ;  it  pro- 
motes the  action  of  the  secreting  organs,  more  especially  the  tid- 
neys,  over  which,  indeed,  it  has  appeared  to  exercise  a  specific  in- 
fluence, increasing  the  quantity  of  the  urine,  and  beneficially  in- 
fluencing several  forms  of  chronic  nephritic  disease ;  it  has  been 
employed  in  dropsy,  chronic  affections  of  the  urinary  organs,  and 
ill  scrofula,  in  wnich  last  its  reputation  is  so  high  that  it  has  ob- 
tained the  title  of  King's  Cure.     (Pereira) 

Dr.  Somerville  found  chimaphila  very  usefal  as  a  diuretic  evacu- 
ant  in  several  cases  of  dropsy,  which  appear  to  have  depended 
upon  organic  and  incurable  lesions,  and  ke  refers  to  similar  cases 
treated  by  Satterly  and  Marcet  Dr.  Chapman  regarded  it  as  dis- 
tinguished for  the  activity  and  certainty  of  its  diuretic  operation, 
wMle  it  acted  on  the  stomach  as  a  tonic.  Atonic  and  cachectic 
dropsy  will  be  benefited  by  its  use.  Chimaphila  was  used  by 
the  aoorigines  and  early  settlers  of  America  as  a  remedy  for  rhu- 
matism,  and  for  nephritic  disorders.  Dr.  Ives  says :  "  It  will  be 
granted  by  all  who  are  familiar  with  its  operation,  that  as  a  diu- 
retic, it  has  unquestionable  merit,  and  that,  like  uva  ursi,  it  will 
frequently  mitigate  symptoms  of  gravel,  and  strangury  proceed- 
ing from  other  causes.  1  have  given  it,  alternately  with  uva  ursi, 
in  naematuria,  the  effect  of  severe  and  long  continued  inflamma- 
tion with  the  most  obvious  benefit  This  writer  states  that  it  is 
best  suited  to  open,  scrofulous  ulcers,  for  which  the  decoction 
itoay  be  used  internally,  and  also  externally  as  a  wash.  Dr.  Iv6^ 
states  that  in  some  instances  it  has  appeared  to  be  of  service  in 
<9m>nic  cutaneous  affections.  It  is  esjpeciallyusefal  in  scrofida, 
cj^nic  rheumatic,  and  nephritic  affectiona  The  decoction  aIon6 
Ittis  cured  ascites,  and  has  been  advantageous  in  strangury,  chrottte 
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?;onorrhea,  diarrhea,  gleet,  leucorrhea,  and  catarrh  of  the  bladder, 
t  is  best  adapted  to  those  dropsical  cases  which  are  accompanied 
with  much  debility  and  loss  of  appetite.  In  urinary  disorders, 
it  may  be  nsed  as  a  substitute  for  uva  ursi,  to  which  it  is  prefer- 
able, on  account  of  being  less  offensive  to  the  stomach.     (K.) 

It  is  highly  esteemed  by  some  practitioners  as  a  remedy  in 
scrofula,  both  before  and  after  the  occurrence  of  salivation ;  it 
has  proved  highly  advantageous  in  obstinate  ill-conditioned  ul- 
cers and  cutaneous  eruptions,  supposed  to  be  connected  with  a. 
^strumous  diathesis.     (  W.) 

The  following  statements  of  the  effects  on  the  economy  in  dis- 
ease, are  taken  from  Dunglison's  New  Eemedies : — In  Cianada  it- 
is  said  to  have  been  long  employed  in  diseases  of  the  urinary  pas- 
sages, especially  calculus ;  m  dropsy,  and  in  chronic  gout  and 
rheumatism,  its  effect  appearing  to  resemble,  but  not  to  exceed  those 
ascribed  to  uva  ursi  Somer ville  and  Barton  extol  it  as  an  excellent 
diuretic  in  different  forms  of  dysuria,  and  in  dropsies,  especially  such 
as  succeed  to  acute  diseases;  in  nephralgia,  as  a  palliative,  espe- 
cially when  the  paroxysms  are  occasioned  by  gravel  which  has^ 
accumulated  in  the  kidneys ;  and  even  in  vesical  calculus.  Eadiusi 
found  it  especially  serviceable  in  dropsy,  gout,  rheumatism,  an4 
in  inordinate  activity  of  the  secretory  functions  of  the  mucous 
membranes — chronic  catarrh,  phthisis,  pituosa,  &c.  According  to 
him,  it  is  contra-indicated  where  there  is  much  fever,  disposition 
to  diarrhea,  gastricism,  and  great  debility  of  stomach.  Windiscb 
asserts  it  to  be  one  of  the  best  diuretics  we  possess ;  that  it  does 
not  impair  digestion ;  moderately  accelerates  the  circulation ; 
gently  encourages  the  action  of  the  bowels,  and  powerfully  aug- 
menls  the  urinary  secretion.  It  was  administered  with  advantage 
in  dropsies  unaccompanied  by  fever,  and  not  dependent  upon  or- 
ganic mischief,  upon  "corruption  of  the  humors,  or  paralysis  of 
file  lymphatic  textures."  In  febrile  conditions  and  inflammatorj 
diathesis^  it  is  said  to  have  been  always  injurious^  as  loell  as  when  it 
was  administered  prior  to  the  resolution  of  obstructions  remaining  af- 
ter long  protra/ited  intermittents ;  but  when  these  are  removed, 
and  no  excitement  exists,  more,  according  to  Windsch,  is 
to  be  expected  from  it  tban  from  any  other  agent,  and  he  strongly 
advises  that  careful  trials  should  be  made  with  it  in  the  proper 
Cases.  He  advises,  also,  that  its  use  be  persevered  in,  in  order 
tiiat  good  effects  may  be  derived  from  it  See  JoumaJ  of  Materia 
'idedica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATIOltfS. 

Fluid  Sxtraet Dose,  1  dram. 

'      Solid       "       *•  10  to  20  grains. 

Pills,       "        Chiinaphila,  3  grains, **    3  to    6. 


9i  aUFPLKKBKT  TO  IHS 

CSimioiftLga  Bacemosa. 

{Njoch  Cohosh — Bkbck  Snake  Boot) 

This  ifl  an  active,  powerful  and  useful  remedy,  and  appearrto 
fulfill  a  great  number  of  indications.  It  possesses  an  undoubted 
influence  over  the  nervous  system,  and  has  been  successfully  used 
in  chorea,  periodical  convulsions,  epilepsy,  nervous  excitability, 
asthma,  pertussis,  delirium  tremens,  and  many  spasmodic  affec- 
tions ;  in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  cough,  acute  rheumatism,  neuralgia, 
phlegmasia  dolens,  amenorrhea,  dysmenorrhea,  leucorrhea  and 
other  uterine  affections.  Its  tonic  and  anti-periodic  virtues  are 
well  marked  in  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers.  It  is  very  use- 
ful in  other  febrile  and  exanthematous  diseases,  especially  among 
children,  where  there  exists  a  strong  tendency  to  cerebral  irrita- 
tion and  congestion.  It  lessens  the  force  and  frequency  of  the 
Sulse.  In  febrile  diseases,  it  frequently  produces  diaphoresis  and 
iuresis.  In  doses  of  one  dram  of  the  tincture,  repeated  every 
hour,  it  effected  thorough  cures  of  ophthalmitis  conjunctiva  without 
the  aid  of  any  local  application.  As  a  partus  accelerator,  it  may 
be  substituted  fot  ergot.  It  is  anti  periodic.  It  exerts  a  tonic  in- 
fluence over  both  the  serous  and  mucous  tissues  of  the  system, 
and  will  be  found  useful  in  a  majority  of  chronic  diseases.  It  is 
useful  in  the  treatment  of  small  pox,  in  which  it  should  be  given 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  aisease.  It  is  said  to  divest  it  of 
its  malignant  character.  It  has  been  pre-eminently  successful  in 
the  treatment  of  chorea. 

The  cimicifugin  is  anti-spasmodic,  tonic,  diaphoretic,  expecto- 
rant, alterative,  narcotic,  and  ecbolic. 

Clwrea, — Dr.  Hildreth,  Beadle,  Physio  and  others  report  many 
cases  illustrative  of  the  potency  of  this  medicine  in  chorea,  while 
Dr.  Wood's  testimony  is,  that  he  administered  it  in  a  case  of  cho- 
rea, which  rapidly  recovered  under  its  use,  after  a  failure  of  pur- 
gatives and  metallic  tonics. 

Pulmonary  Complaints, — ^It  was  claimed  by  Dr.  Gardner  as  a 
valuable  remedy  in  phthisis,  and  by  Dr.  Wheeler,  as  especially 
aerviceable  in  protracted  and  obstinate  cough.  Its  remedial  ef- 
fects, in  these  cases,  are  attributed  by  Dr.  Wood  to  its  sedative 
properties. 

Rheumatism, — In  this  malady,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  it  is 
used  with  eminent  success.  Drs.  Johnson  and  Davis  declare  the 
curative  power  of  cimicifuga,  in  the  early  stages  of  this  malady, 
to  be  no  less  than  the  preventive  virtue  of  vaccination  in  variola. 

Cases  of  puerperal  hypochondriasis  and  depression  are  men- 
tioned as  yielding,  rapidly,  to  this  remedy;  while  again,  by  it* 
advocates,  it  is  claimed  to  be  an  important  adjuvant  in  protrao- 
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ted  labor.    Dr.  Btandige  deems  the  saturated  tincture,  as  a  local 
application  in  opUthalmia,  superior  to  any  other  treatment 

Black  Cohosh  Compound* 

The  ingredients  which  enter  into  this  compound  are  black  co- 
hosh^ wild  cherry^  ipecac^  liquorice  and  senega.  It  is  alterative, 
expectorant  and  tonic,  and  stimulates  most  of  the  secretions.  Its 
specific  influence  on  the  lungs  is  marked,  lessening  the  frequency 
and  severity  of  cough ;  rendering  breathing  less  laborious,  and 
diminishing  the  frequency  of  the  pulse.  It  proves  very  beneficial 
in  hepatic  diseases,  dyspepsia  and  pulmonary  diseases.  This  com- 
pound is  of  service  to  promote  the  appetite,  and  the  early  estab- 
lishment of  the  functions  of  the  system  to  their  normal  stata  Tho 
Jotency  of  cohosh,  to  fulfill  many  indications,  is  greatly  enhanced 
y  this  preparation.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vola  2, 3,  and  & 

PRBPARATIOKS. 

i  Flaid  Bxtraot  of  Black  Oohosh Dose,  i  to  2  drams. 

1  "  •*  Compound "     i  to  I       ** 

Solid      "       '....     "     4to8graini. 

Cimkafugin ?••••.• ^     1  to  €     ** 

Pills  of  Oimicifugin,  1  grain ^     Itoi. 

i  **    Kxt  Oimidfuga,  2  grain •*     2  to  4. 


Cinchona. 

{^Peruvian  Bark) 

> 

Cinchona  is  tonic,  and  somewhat  astringent,  and,  topically,  an- 
tiseptic. It  has  succeeded  well  in  cases  of  debility,  from  exhaust- 
ing and  protracted  diseases,  and  in  that  languid  and  prostrate  con- 
dition of  the  system  prevalent  during  the  heat  of  spring  and  sum- 
mer months,  when  a  general  tonic  is  necessary. 

Valuable  in  functional  derangements  of  the  stomach,  improving 
digestion,  and  invigorating  the  nervous  and  muscular  systems  in 
diseases  of  general  debility,  and  in  convalescence  from  exhausting 
diseases.  As  a  tonic  it  will  be  found  of  advantage  in  measles, 
small-pox,  scarlatina,  during  the  absence  of  fever  or  inflammatioUi 
also  in  cases  when  the  system  is  exhausted  by  purulent  discharges. 
It  may  likewise  be  used  in  all  chronic  diseases  attended  with  d^ 
bilty,  as  scrofula,  dropsy,  obstinate  cutaneous  diseases,  &c.  To 
obtain  the  anti  periodic  influence,  the  red  and  yellow  barks  aro 
considered  superior  to  the  pale,  while  the  pale  is  preferred  as  a 
tonia 

Cinchoiia  Compound,  (U.  S.  P.) 

ikfmpoimdeAof  Ginchona^  Orange  Peel,  (hntian^  SerpmtariOf  Chvea^  and  Bed  SamnJIan^ 

This  combination  of  tonics  has  met  with  the  entire  approba- 
tion of  aU  who  have  used  it,  in  cases  of  debility  arising  from  the 


^  StTPPIilEPIfENT  TO  THE 

IreAkening  and  exhaustion  of  the  hot  season,  in  dyspepsia,  and  in 
that  debilitated  condition  of  the  system  consequent  to  severe  sick- 
ness, as  well  as  accompanying  chronic  complaints. 

In  these  cases  Nature  needs  assistance,  and  only  a  gentle  assis- 
tance, that  she  may  bring  the  system  back  to  its  normal  state,  and 
give  an  increased  vitality  to  the  functions.  In  that  enfeebled 
state  of  the  system  consequent  to  old  age,  a  slight  tonic  stimulant 
ifi  necessary,  and  in  such  cases  the  best  results  have  followed  from 
the  use  of  the  cinchona  compound.  It  is  applicable,  indeed,  to 
all  cases  when  the  cinchona  alone  would  be  administered. 

Tncompatibles. — Tartar  emetic,  salts  of  iron,  lead,  zinc,  and  sil- 
ver ;  alkalies,  all  infusions  containing  tannic  acid  and  gelatin, 
lime,  and  magnesia. 

PRAPAIUTIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Cinchona Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

"            "                "        Compound,  (U.  S.  P.) "  i  to  1  « 

"               ••        Red "  itol  " 

"                "        Oalisaya "  i  to  1  " 

Elixir  Oftlasaja, "  1  to  2  *• 

"            Iron,  Pyrophoephftte "  1  to  2  " 

*•              "and  Bismuth, "  1  to  2  " 

•*             "     and  Strychnia, "  ^  to  1  '* 

Cissampelos  Bareira. 

{Pareira  Brava^ 

Tonic,  diuretic,  and  aperient  Ueedin  the  various  disorders  of 
the  urinary  organs.  Also  recommended  in  calculous  aJBfectionfl^ 
leucorrhea,  dropsy,  rheumatism  and  jaundice.  Pbbeira  says  of 
it  "Its  efficacy  m  certain  maladies  of  the  urinary  organs  indu- 
ces us  to  prescribe  an  almost  spedfic  influence  to  this  root  over 
die  mucous  membranes  lining  the  urinary  passages. 

Dr.  B.  Brodie  extravagantly  praises  its  medical  value  in  the 
treatment  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  bladder.  "  I  am  satis- 
fied," he  remarifs,  "that  it  has  a  great  influence  over  this  disease, 
lessening  very  materially,  the  secretions  of  the  ropy  mucus,  which 
is,  itself,  a  great  evil,  and,  I  believe,  diminishing  the  inflammation 
and  irritabUity  of  the  bladder  also.  It  is  regarded  by  borne  afe 
anti-catarrhaL    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  Dec,  1&58. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  1  dram.  . 


Coocnlus   FalmatxusL 

(  Oohmho,  ) 
Colombo  ro6t  is  bitter,  aromatic,  stotnadhic,  anti-emetic,  and  leil^- 


I! 
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trmgent  Ii  has  been  advised  in  dysentery,  in  scions  diarrheas 
and  bilious  fever&  Combined  with  opium  in  a  small  quantity,  it 
is  usefdl  in  the  treatment  of  obstinate  oolics,  and  as  an  anti-emetio 
for  combating  the  nausea  and  vomiting  which  so  often  accompany 
the  first  periods  of  pregnancy.  Used  in  dyspepsia,  chronic  diar- 
rhea, and  dysenterjr;  in  convalescence  fi-om  febrile  and  inflamma- 
tory diseases,  hectic  fever,  and  in  the  muscular  debility  of  young 
children.  Like  other  strong  bitters,  it  occasionally  checks  the  re- 
mittent and  intermittent  fevers  of  hot  climates.  The  absence  of 
irritating  properties  renders  it  also  an  appropriate  tonic  in  the  hec- 
tic fever  of  phthisis  and  other  kindred  jfiections.  It  is  frequently 
administered  in  combination  with  other  tonics,  aromatics,  mild  ea* 
thartics,  and  antacida  In  dyspepsia  and  vomiting  it  may  be  ^ad- 
vantageously combined  with  the  alkaline  bicarbonates,  as  well  as 
in  debility  with  acidity  of  the  stomach.  See  Journal  of  Mate- 
ria Medica,  vol.  2,  Lee,  on  Colombo. 

Incompatibles, — Ammonia,  lime  water,  mineral  acids,  muriate 
of  iron,  nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  gelatin. 

PREPABi^TIOKS. 

IMd  Extract, Dose  20  to  60  drops. 

SoUd      "        **     4tolOgrajnfl. 

PiUs,  2  graiiiB, ••      2  to    6. 

Colchicam   AxLttonnale. 

(  Meadow  Saffron. ) 

'  Cathartic,  diuretic,  alterative,  emetic  and  sedative.     Used  in 
rheumatism,  gout,  dropsy,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  scarlatina,  gon- 
orrhea, enlarged  prostate,  and  in  neuralgia.    Prof  Hammond,  of 
the  University  oi  Maryland,  in  some  experiments  instituted  upon 
himself  and  others,  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  That  colchicum  increases  the  quantity  of  urine. 

2.  That  it  increases  the  total  amount  of  solid  matters  eliminated. 

3.  That  this  increase  is  mainly  due  to  an  augmentation  of  the 
organic  matter. 

4.  That  the  amount  of  uric  matter  does  not  seem  to  be  affected. 
He  regards  colchicum  as  a  true  depurator  of  the  blood,  hence 

we  have  an  explanation  of  its  good  effects  in  those  blood  diseases, 
gout  and  rheumatism.  Dr.  JoYEUX  considers  good  preparations 
of  colchicum  a  certain  specific  in  gout  and  articular  rheumatism, 
tB  much  so  as  iodine  in  goitre,  or  iron  in  chlorosis.  Dr.  Hol- 
land maintains  that  colchicum  may,  with  care,  be  made  a  pre- 
ventive in  case  of  rheumatism  as  well  as  a  curative  agent.  Dr. 
Todd  lays  down  the  following  rules  for  the  employment  of  this 
agent,  wnich,  it  is  believed,  embody  the  soundest  rules  upon  this 
subject*  
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1.  The  use  of  colchieum  ia  most  applicable  to  th.e  sthenic  form  of 
gout  of  robust  constitutions,  and  in  the  prime  of  life. 

2.  CSolchicum  should  never  be  given  at  the  outset  of  a  paroxysm, 
Qor  until  the  bowels  have  been  duly  acted  upon  by  mild  purgar 
tives. 

5.  The  first  doses  should  be  very  small  and  gradually  increased. 
4.  It  should  always  be  administered,  at  first,  uncombined  with 

any  other  medicine,  until  the  practitioner  has  satisfied  himself 
that  it  does  not  disagree  with  his  patient. 

6.  It  should  not  be  given  in  doses  so  as  to  excite  nauseai 
vomiting  x)r  purging.  These  results  should  be  regarded  as  indi- 
cative of  the  unfavorable  operation  of  the  medicine. 

6.  It  may  be  regarded  as  acting  favorably  when,  under  its  use^ 
the  urine  is  increased  in  quantity,  a  more  abundant  discharge  of 
bile,  and  the  skin  secretes  freely. 

7.  The  effect  should  be  carefully  watched,  as  like  digitalis,  and 
other  medicines,  it  is  apt  to  accumulate  in  the  system. 

Many  English  practitioners  recommend  colchieum  as  almost  a 
specific  in  neuralgia.  Tait,  Bennett  and  others  recommend 
inis  agent  in  scarlatina.  Storck  claims  to  have  used  this  agent 
successfully  in  dropsy.  Di:.  W.  G.  Smith,  of  Port-au-Prince,  re- 
commends colchieum  in  the  treatment  of  tetanus.  The  Lancet, 
1849,  vol.  1,  p.  618,  Dr.  Rowland  had  lately  treated  tonsillitig 
with  colchieum  and  cured  ^every  case  so  treated.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2,  and  4. 

Contra-indications. — Great  debility.  Profuse  diarrhea.  Asthenic 
form  of  gout 

Incompatibles. — Acids  render  the  vinous  tincture  drastic.  Alka- 
lies render  it  milder  in  its  operation. 

PREPARATIOHa 

Fluid  Extract  of  Ck>lchicum  Root, Doae,  3  to  12  dropa. 

"        •'  "         Seed, "    6  to  10      " 

•       Pilla,       "  "        i  grain, ♦*     1  to   3. 


Comptonia   Asplenifolia. 

(  Sweet  Fern,  ) 

Tonic,  astringent  and  alterative.  It  possesses  all  the  propertiea 
of  the  tonic  and  astringent  balsams,  and  is  useful  in  dysentery, 
diarrhea,  haemoptysis,  leucorrhcea.  The  extract  will  be  found  of 
great  efficacy  in  the  irritable  conditions  of  the  intestines.  Barton 
recommends  it  for  diarrhea  and  summer  complaints  of  children* 
See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  Dec,  1859. 

PRCPABAnOK. 

Sxtnct, Dmm^  ^  to  1  cUaau 


JOURVJU*    or  XATSBIA  HSDICl. 

ConinzQ.  MaouIatazzL 

{Poison  Hemlock^) 

Alterative  and  narcotic,  possessing  anodyne,  anti-spaamodic,  de- 
obstruent  and  diuretic  properties. 

The  leaves  of  the  hemlock  are  the  part  employed  in  medicine, 
which,  as  well  as  the  seeds,  owe  their  poisonous  properties  to  a 
substance  which  has  been  variously  designated,  conictne,  conifij 
cicuUne^  and  coneine. 

The  action  of  the  poison  is  exercised  principally  upon  the  spi- 
nal marrow,  and  is  directly  opposed  to  that  of  the  nux  vomica, 
ignatia,  and  their  alkali-sfaychnine. 

Strychnine  irritates  the  spinal  marrow,  produces  violent  and 
pennanent  spasms  of  the  muscles,  and  causes  asphyxia.  Coni- 
cine,  on  the  contrary,  exhausts  the  nervous  energy  of  the  spinal 
marrow,  produces  a  general  muscular  paralysis,  and  by  tiiis  ex- 
haustion produces  asphyxia  equally  with  the  former.  Hemlock, 
given  in  a  small  dose,  causes,  at  first,  light  vertigo,  headache,  and 
nausea ;  the  urinary  and  cutaneous  secretions  are  also  increased* 
In  an  increased  dose  it  acts  like  stupefying  poisons,  causing  drowsi- 
ness, stupor,  delirium,  syncope,  and  sometimes  deatL 

It  is  used  to  promote  sleep,  and  will  be  found  efficacious  in  al- 
laying excessive  action  of  the  heart,  in  hypertrophy  of  this  organ. 
All  affections  attended  with  an  excited  or  excitable  condition  of 
the  nervous  or  vascular  systems,  will  be  benefited  by  its  use. 
Beneficial  in  coughs,  and  in  phthisis,  in  intermittent  fever,  and  in 
neuralgia.  Conium  may  be  combined  to  advantage  with  hydrio- 
date  of  potassa  in  some  cases  of  phthisis  and  strumous  affectionsi 
It  is  highly  recommended  in  chronic  rheumatism,  secondary 
syphilis,  in  scrofulous  tumors,  and  ulcers,  and  in  strumous  ophthal- 
mia.  It  is  contra-indicated,  save  in  conjunction  with  bark  and 
iron,  in  those  forms  of  disease  in  which  cachexy  and  inflamma- 
tory tendency  of  a  low  grade  are  combined,  producing  emaciatioiii 
&a 

Fothergill  strongly  recommends  this  drug  in  the  treatment  of 
neuralgia  and  rheumatism. 

It  has  been  used  with  decided  advantage  in  gonorrhea,  in  vari- 
ous diseases  of  the  skin,  in  the  complicated  derangements  of 
health  attendant  upon  secondary  syphilis,  in  excessive  secretion 
of  milk,  in  pertussis,  asthma,  chronic  catarrh,  and  consumption, 
and  in  various  other  disorders  connected  with  a  general  depraved 
state  of  the  health.  It  is  occasionally  employed  with  the  effect  of 
relieving  or  palliating  the  symptoms,  or  mvorably  modifying  the 
action  ot  other  remedies.  Dr.  Oibsoo,  of  the  University  of  rennsyl* 
vania,  considers  it  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  goitra 
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Conium,  unquestionablyi  proves  ua^ful  in  the  treatment  of  can- 
cer, mitigating  pain,  checking  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and 
sometimes  affectmg  a  radical  and  permanent  cnra  The  less  ma- 
Hgnant  may,  with  safety,  be  said  to  be  under  its  control.  Dr.  S. 
W.  Williams,  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  has  treated  many  cases  of  dis- 
eased mammary  glands  successfally.  Some  of  his  cases  are  de- 
scribed as  real  open  cancers.  Dr.  raris  recommends  conium  as  a 
valuable  palliative  in  bronchitis,  (chronic),  and  in  irritable  states 
of  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane.  Dr.  Dewees  observes  that 
the  most  successful  medicine  which  he  has  used  in  menorrhagia, 
is  the  extract  of  conium.  Dr.  Waring  adds,  the  internal  and  ex- 
ternal application  of  this  medicine  is  attended  with  excellent  ef- 
fects in  syphilitic  ulcerations. 

But  whatever  preparation  be  administered,  or  for  whatever  com- 
plaint prescribed,  the  dose  should  be  gradually  increased  until  un- 
equivocal symptoms  of  its  operation  are  manifest,  and  then,  and 
not  before,  should  the  daily  increase  be  suspended  or  diminished 
In  no  other  manner  is  it  possible  to  have  any  assurance  that  the 

S reparation  employed  is  really  active.     See  Journal  of  Materia 
[edica,  vol.  4 

Antidotes. — Vinegar  is  recommended  as    an  antidote.     The 
stomach  to  be  properly  evacuated  before  administering  it 
Incompalibles. — Strong  acids,  alkalies,  tannin,  &c. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  5  to  20  drops. 

Solid        "      '. "ito  If  grama 


Pills  of  Coniatn,  J  grain, 

4(  (( 


Bud  Ipecaxs  (Ui  S.  P.)  1  gj»ia„ . . 


grams. 

2  to  6. 
Ito  &. 
1  to  2; 

3  to  5. 


Convallaria   Mtiltiflora. 

(  (fiant  Solomon^ 8  Seal ) 

Tonic,  mucilaffinous  and  mildly  astringent  Valuable  in  leu- 
Gorrhea,  m^orrhagia,  female  debility  and  pectoral  affections,  a^ 
in  piles.  It  will  be  found  of  great  efficacy  in  irritable  conditions 
of  me  intestines,  as  well  as  in  chronic  inflammation  of  these  parts. 
Useful  in  the  treatment  of  erysipelas  and  cutaneous  affections.  A 
large  dose  will  produce  emesis  and  act  as  a  oathartia 

PSEPARATXOIF.. 

fluid  Bxtracki. P^w^  3:to  adroffL^ 


JOURNA^i  OF  HA^i^^.  MW>f 0A.  ^  \ 

Coptis   TrifolJA. 

(  Gold    Thread  ) 

.  Simple  tonic  bitter.  Closely  resembliug  quassia  in  properties, 
aoEid  is  used  when  a  pure,  simple,  tonic  bitter  is  desired.  Also  as  a 
Ipoal  application  in  apthous,  and  other  ulcerations  of  the  moutk 
Also  very  useful  in  atonic  dyspepsia,  and  loss  of  appetite.  See 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2. 

PREPARATION. 

Kxiid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 


'^m-^m^—^'^ 


Comns  Florida. 

» 

(  Boxwood,  )         . 

This  well-known  plant  possesses  tonic  and  anti-intermittent  pro- 
perties, very  nearly  allied  to  those  of  cinchona ;  in  periodic  fe- 
vers, it  is  one  of  our  most  valuable  indigenous  planta  Dr.  Gregg 
states  that,  "after  employing  it  for  twenty-three  years  in  the  treat- 
ment of  intermittent  fevers,  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  infe- 
rior to  Peruvian  Bark."  Prof.  Barton  says:  "It  may  be  asserted 
with  entire  safety,  that  as  yet  there  has  not  been  discovered  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  any  vegetable  so  eflPectually  to  an- 
swer tiie  purpose  of  Peruvian  bark  in  the  management  of  in- 
tennittent  fevers^  as  comus  florida."  Bbekle  states  that  thirty- 
ftre  grains  of  boxwood  bark  are  equal  to  thirty  of  cinchona. 

It  may  be  used  in  all  cases  where  quintet  is  indicated  and  can 
not  be  administered,  owing  to  idiosyncrasy,  &c.,  or  when  it  can  not 
be  obtained  pure.  Its  internal  use  increases  the  force  and  frequen- 
cy of  the  pulse,  and  elevates  the  temperature  of  the  body.  It  may 
be  used  with  advantage  in  all  ca^es  where  tonics  are  required,  in 
periodical  fevers,  typhoid  fevers,  &c.  The  comin  is  much  used  as 
a  substitute  for  quinia,  and  may  be  variously  combined  with  xan- 
ihoxylinj  myridn,  salidn^  hydrastin^  podophyllin^  or  extract  of 
cimicifuga^  in  the  diflferent  affections  for  which  it  is  administered 
See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PIUBPARATIONS. 

Fluid ;Sxtraot...... Doae,  ^to   2  draiiii& 

SoUd      "      "    Stoiagraiiuk 

Oomin, "    ItolO      " 

Pills  o(  Bxtraoi  of  Oorniis,  8  grains, "    3  to    6. 

"       Ooroin,  2  graiBfl, - "    1  to   5. 


•^" 


Formosa. 

(  Twrhey   Oyrn.^ 

Tonic,  diuretic,  and  alterativa    The  remedial  properties  of  this 
plant  are  held  in  very  high  repute  by  all  Eclectic  practitioner?.  With 
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tonic  powers  of  great  vatiie,  it  combiBee  eneigetio  alterative  and 
Teeolvent  powers.  It  has  been  employed  with  marked  success  in 
the  treatment  of  syphilis,  with  podophyllin.  Its  use  in  such  cases 
should  be  persevered  in,  and  occasionally  alternated  with  stilUn- 
giaj  phytolaccin,  or  other  alteratives.  In  cases  of  cutaneous  af- 
fections, its  use  is  reputed  9S  highly  satisfactory.  In  scrofula^ 
particularly  when  accompanied  with  feeble  digestion  and  poverty 
of  the  blood  it  is  highly  recommended ;  also  for  dropsy,  general 
debility,  gravel,  in  aifections  of  the  urinary  organs,  in  atonic  gleet^ 
passive  leucorrhoea,  catarrhal  aifections  of  the  bladder,  inconti- 
nence of  urine,  it  is  reported  as  serviceable 

PREPABATIOK& 

Fluid  Extract, Doee,  10  to  40  drops. 

OorjdallD, **      ^to    1  grain. 


Croons   Sativus, 

{Scrffrcn,) 

Saffron  is  cordial,  anodyne,  emmenagogue  and  diaphoretic  In 
moderate  doses,  it  stimulates  the  stomach,  and  in  large  quantitiee 
it  excites  the  vascular  system ;  moreover,  it  seems  to  have  a  spe- 
cific influence  on  the  cerebro-spinal  system,  as  it  affects,  it  is  said^ 
the  mental  faculties.  It  is  frequently  used  to  assist,  in  eruption  of 
exanthematous  diseases.  Has  been  of  benefit  in  amenorrhoea,  dya- 
menorrhoea,  chlorosi^^  hysteria,  and  in  suppression  of  the  locmal 
discharge. 

t  FREPABATIOll. 

Fluid  Extract, ,. Bom,  20  to60dn>iNk 


Croton   ElexLteria. 

(  Cascarilla, ) 

Aromatic  and  tonic,  employed  when  a  pleasant  and  gentiystim' 
ulant  tonic  is  desirable ;  as  in  dyspepsia,  chroii^c  diarrhea  and 
dysentery,  flatulent  cohc,  and  other  cases  of  debility  of  the  stom- 
ach and  bowels.  It  is  sometimes  advantageously  combined  with 
the  more  powerful  bitters.  CascariUa  counteracts  the  tendency 
of  cinchona  to  proudce  nausea 

Incompatibles. — T<ime  water,  sulphate  of  iron  and  zinc.  Infu- 
sions Contarning  tannic  or  gallic  acid 

PRIPARi.TKO]C 

Fliud  Bztraot^     BoH^  SO  to  60  dv0^ 


> 


JOVBNAJL  OF  HATSKU  HSPICA.  ^ 

I 

HydragpgnCf  c^lhartia  It  is  emptloyed  in  passive  dK^)flP7,'  iiir 
oeitebtol  denuDfiQm^ats,  and  lor  the  i>urpose  ot  overcomiDg  toinptd' 
Qfoditipns  of  me  biliary  and  digestive  system.  Its  irritant  effect 
tipon  the  rectum  may  influence  the  uterus  by  sympathy  of  con- 
tiguity, and  thus  provoke  menstruation.  It  may  be  used  in  mo- 
derate doses  in  all  diseases  where  catharsis  is  indicated.  TThe  ad- 
ditioti  of  extract  of  hyoscyamus  will  deprive  it  of  its  harsh  and 
griping  efiect 

Ifieompa^ks. — ^Fixed  alkalies,  sulphate  of  irto,  mtrat^  of  sil- 
ver,  acetate  oi  lead,  &a 

|k>Kd    Extract  Oolocynth.  Used  in  oompouods.  Dose,  5  to  16  grainA. 

**  "  **      Compound, \Dose,  2  to  30  gralni. 

PiOsof  **  and  Blue  Pill,  3  grains, .. .     "    2  to   3. 

*''  "  iH  **     Calomel,  2grs.,  ...     "    2to   3. 

•  •.  •*'         Sgrains, •«    ato  «i 

M  M  Mr       aBdHyeecyamu8(U.  S.  P-,) 

3  grains, "    I  to    6'. 

*'  •'  «* '       toad  Podbphyffin,  3  grs., . .     "    1  td   2. 

«  •'  -        aiid  Ipecac^  3  graSD8»....     **    3  to   6c 


Gnrcxmia  Langa. 

I^Sktilatit  atomatic  tonic;  used  especially  in  jaundice  t^ 
ti^itdh;  also  eiimloyed  in  debilitated  states  of  the  dtbmachi  inter- 
]dsitt6tit  fever,  and  dropsy. 

Fhdd  BxtTMti DoBe,i2  to  3  dfitt&^ 

QjFpiipeditim  Pabescenar 

{Ladi^^  Slipper,) 

Tonic,  diaphorelae,  sedative,  nervine,  slightly  narcotic,  and  atttK 
ijptemodic ;  usefttl  in  hysteria,  chorea,  nervous  headache,  and  alf 
cases  of  nervous  irritability.  Dr.  R  P.  Stevens  considered  it 
quite  equal  to  vahriaru  Dr.  IVES  employed  it  in  a  variety  of 
nervous  diseases,'  and  has  known  it  to  cure  epilepsy.  The  com- 
plaints especially  mentioned  by  him  are  hypochondriasis,  neural- 
gia, and  morbid  sensitiveness  of  the  nervous  system  generally,  es- 
pecially of  the  eya  It  is  held  in  high  estimation  in  some  parts; 
in  domestic  practice,  as  a  sedative  and  anti  spasmodic 

The  <^y|mpedin  is  a  good  sfubsttitute  for  EngHsh-  vctkriati^  tmS 
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is  preferred  by  some.  Employed  in  some  neuralgic  affectionfli 
hysteria  and  a  deranged  condition  of  the  whole  nervous  system. 
Produces  sleep,  without  any  stupefying  effect  It  is  often  mora 
beneficial  upon  the  nervous  system  than  hyoscyamuSy  strychnine 
and  other  narcotics,  producing  relief  when  they  will  not  Excel- 
lent in  allaying  intestinal  irritation,  when  unaccompanied  by 
active  inflammation.  Advantageously  combined  with  extract  of 
lettuce. 

PRJEPABATIONB. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  ^  to    1  dram. 

Solid       '»       **      4toX6graiiia.       * 

Cjpripedin, "      2  to    4       " 

PiUs  of  Extract  Cypripedium,  2  grains, '<      S  to   6. 


Datura  Stramonium. 

{2hom  Apple.) 

A  well-known  anodyne,  narcotic,  anti-spasmodic.  The  proper- 
ties of  datura  resemble  those .  of  atropia.  In  long,  continued  or 
laige  doses,  stramonium  causes  dilatation  of  the  pupil ;  also  if  the 
extract  is  applied  to  the  eyebrows  or  tetnples — ^great  disturbance 
of  the  cerebiil  functions,  delirium  and  death.  It  will  often  act  as 
an  anodyne  and  narcotic  when  opium  and  belladanna  fail  Dr. 
Chapman  regards  this  agent  as  more  efficaoious  in  melancholia 
than  in  any  other  form  of  mental  derangement.  Dr.  Woodard, 
late  superintendent  of  the  Massachusetts  Lunatic  Hospital,  re- 
garded stramonium  as  of  essential  service  in  the  treatment  of  insan- 
ity with  epilepsy.  Dr.  Burrows  found  one  grain  of  the  extract 
to  produce  sleep  in  furious  mania,  when  other  narcotics  had  failed^ 
Of  fifty-five  cases  collected  Ipy  Dr.  Bayle,  a  majority  were  bene- 
fited by  its  usa 

Bfpilepsy. — ^Dr.  FiSHER  found  it  useftil  in  those  cases  which  are 
diurnal  or  have  regular  returna  Dr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  cel- 
ebrated its  virtues  in  this  disease,  more  than  half  a  century  ago. 
Dr.  TuLLY  prescribed  it  for  epilepsy  with  more  confidence  than 
any  other  article  in  the  materia  medica.  '  He  directs  this  class  of 
patients  to  continue  its  use,  for  months  after  the  paroxysms  are  sus- 
pended, as  a  prophylactic.  The  patient  should  be  fully  under  its 
influence ;  the  effect  upon  the  pupil  should  be  the  test ;  and  if 
kept  dilated  for  a  year,  they  would  return  to  their  normal  size  by 
j^spending  the  medicina  Most  patients  require  some  preparation 
of  tron  in  the  treatment  of  this  diseasa 

Dr.  Frost  relates  the  case  of  a  young  lady  who  was  cured  in 
six  weeks  of  chorea ;  and  the  experience  of  a  large  number  of 
physicians  is  that  no  single  remedy  will  be  found  equal  to  it  in 
1^  disease.    It  will  be  found  advantageous  to  combine  purga- 
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tives,  or  give  it  in  conjunction  with  iron,  oxyde  of  zinc,  opium^ 
iannahis,  cimidjuga  &c., 

Dr.  King,  of  Suffield,  Conn.,  has  reported  two  cases  which  he' 
regarded  as  meningitis,  the  cure  of  which  was  evidently  due  to 
stramonium. 

Spasmodic  Asthma, — ^Dr.  BiGELOW  says:  "It  would  not  be  dit 
ficult  to  designate  individuals  in  Boston  and  vicinity,  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  employing  stramonium  with  unfailing  relief  in  the 
paroxysms  of  this  distressing  complaint."  Pages  might  be  filled 
showing  the  importance  of  this  drug  in  the  treatment  of  asthma, 
and  scores  of  names  of  physicians  in  this  country  and  Europe 
might  be  cited  as  recommending  its  use. 

Abortion. — JoHN  KiNG,  M.  D.,  says  that  it  is  superior  to  any- 
thing else  for  preventing  abortion. .  Its  efficacy  has  Tbeen  tested  m 
a  number  of  instances. 

Dysmenorrhcea, — ^Eberlb  says  by  exhibiting  from  twenty  to 
thirty  drops  of  the  officinal  tincture,  three  times  a  day  for  two  or 
three  days,  immediately  preceding  the  period  of  the  menses,  the 
i3istressing  pain  attending  this  period  will,  in  some  instances,  be 
entirely  prevented.  He  has  known  it  eflFect  a  perfect  cure.  Dn' 
A.  T.  Thompson  found  half-grain  doses  of  the  extract  in  combi- 
nation with  Plummer^s  pill  and  digitalis,  extremely  useful  in  the 
flame  affection.    Dr.  Chapman  used  it  successfiilly  in  this  disease.' 

Betention  of  Urine, — If  it  depend  upon  inflammation  about  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  it  may  sometimes  be  overcome  without 
catheterism,  by  applying  the  extract  with  moist  heat  externally. 
Good  results  have  followed  its  application  in  urethral'  stricture. 

Rheumatism, — Many  authors  might  be  cited  if  necessary  in  con- 
firmation of  its  efficacy  in  this  complaint,  both  internally  and  ex- 
ternally. M.  Trousseau  declares  that  he  has  derived  advantages 
from  stramonium  in  rheumatism,  which  no  other  agent  appeared 
capable  of  affording.  Dr.  Stille  remarks:  "There  is  no 
xeason  why,  in  external  applications  at  least,  stramonium  should 
not  take  the  place  of  more  expensive  and  often  less  pure  narco- 
tics, in  the  treatment  of  every  kind  of  painful  affection.  So  com- 
mon, and  at  the  same  time  so  powerful  an  agent,  deserves  more 
attention  from  American  physicians  than  it  has  hitherto  received| 
and  of  which  any  published  evidence  can  be  found." 

Hemorrhoids. — Among  the  local  uses  of  stramonium,  none  equak 
it,  in  imparting  comfort,  so  much  as  its  employment  in  piles,  and 
other  kindred  affections  of  the  rectum.  An  ointment  competed 
of  the  extract  of  stramonium  and  lead  cerate  in  equal  parts  is  an 
almost  infallible  remedy  for  the  intolerable  itching  and  burning 
li^hich  pUes,  vermicular  ascarides,  etc.,  occasion ;  it  forms  also,  a 
very  soothing  application  in  fissure  of  the  anus ;  also  in  nympno- 
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ikiaaia;  in  fonn  of  ointment,  to  lessen  venetroal  ex^itemeni.     Soli 
Jonrnal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol  2,  and  4 

AjhUdoiBa, — ^Evacuation  of  the  stomach  bj  emetics  or  stomack 
pomp,  after  which,  vinegar  and  water  may  be  administered,  f81- 
Ifltwed  by  mucilaginous  drinks,  with  strong  coffee^  and  other  stima- 
laling  cordial,  according  to  the  prostration. 

IkcQmpotibles. — Caustic,  fixed  alkalies,  or  soda  and  potash ; 
tb^r  have. been  known  to  destroy  its  narcotic  powers. 

Fluid  Extract *•...  DoM^  6  to  .20  drdpa* 

Solid        *•    "     ito    Igiain. 

Knajigrain,. ••     1  to   2, 

*    1    « "     Ito   J. 


{Foocghve.) 

It  possesses  narcotic,  diuretic,  and  sedative  properties ;  and  ia 
of  the  most  valuable  known  medicinea  for  the  purpose  of  r^ 
facing  the  action  of  the  heart,  for  producing  action  of  the  absorb* 
^tSj.as  a  diuretic,  and  for  producing  specific  action  ov^  the  oeie-i 
tko-spinal  system. 

Thkbap£UTIC  U8S& — In  dropsy,  ascites,  anasarca,  and  hydro- 
thorax,  it  has  proved  a  powerful  and  ef&cacious  remedy,  partica-i 
Isarly  if  combined  with  mercury^  MquiUs,  and  the  sesqui-^arbonatt 
of  amTnoma,  The  fluid  extract  in  such  cases  should  oe  made  ior 
to  an  infiision  It  is  more  serviceable  in  dropsy  arising  .fiom  dis- 
^MCiof  the  liv^  and  other  viscera. 

JDropsjf  after  Fever, — In  chronic  dropsical  affections^  in  anasarca^ 
Wd  oed^na,.  attended  with  debility,  and  occurring  after  scarlet  Coc 
Tiir.  Br.  Holland  considers  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  sin- 
fj^  combination  more  effectual  than  digUalis  and  tincLferri  se$^ 
gini-AMoridi.  In  diseases  of  the  heart  it  is  a  remedy  of  great  valr 
ue.  Dr.  Mui^K  considers  that  it  acts  upon  the  heart  in  two  ways: 
by  depressing  the  circulatory  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmooia 
when  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  exists^  whether  complicated  with 
other  diseases  or  not,  it  exercises  a  powerful  and  beneficial  de- 
pressing action.  When  there  is  an  irritable,  state  of  the  hearty 
attended  with  palpitations,  irregularity,  &a,  it  exercises  its  anti- 
spasmodic power. 
...  In  aneurism,  Dr.  Hope  found  it  eminently  useful. 

In  asthma,  connected  with  disease  <>f  the  heart,  in  spasmodic 
^thma,  it  has  proved  of  excellent  hcrvire.  In  insanity  and  mania 
it  is  advised  by  a  large  number  of  physicians.  In  the  Medical 
Times  and  Gazette,  Dr.  Francis  E.  Cavey,  of  Guernsey,  men- 
tions several  cases  of  delirium  tremens  successfully  treated  with 
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digitalis,  after  entire  failure  of  the  opium  treatment.  He  gave  the 
tincture  in  half  ounce  doses,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  gin,  and 
in  every  case  found  one  dose  sufficient 

Iq  epilepsy,  and  epileptic  mania,  it  has  been  nsed  with  decSftift 
.ieffect. 

Dr.  Pebeira  considers  that  the  danger  of  its  aconmulatory  fJif- 
fects  in  the  system,  has  been  over-stated,  and  Dr.  Garrod  explain 
its  cumulative  character  as  follows :  "  That  considerable  weaken- 
ing of  the  heart's  action  may  occur  without  any  very  evideflt 
symptom  being  produced ;  but  if  this  is  increased  above  a  certain 
point,  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  the  circulation,  then 
all  the  symptoms  are  likely  to  be  rapidly  and  dangerously  mani- 
fested. It  possesses  a  two-fold  action  :  the  one  a  sedative,  the  otli- 
er^  diuretic.  These  two  actions  are  said  never  to  occur  simulta- 
neously ;  if  it  acts  as  a  sedative,  it  produces  no  diuresis,  and  vice 
versa ;  and  if  either  of  these  effects  be  obtained  in  a  kindly  man« 
ner,  the  patient  may  be  considered  safe  from  any  dangerous  ef- 
fects." 

The  active  principle,  digitalin^  is  much  used  in  the  same  caseis 
where  digitalis  has  been  recommended — in  doses  from  m  to  jtof 
a  grain.  It  is  one  of  those  remedies  which  should  not  be  admin- 
istered without  an  accurate  knowledge  of  their  properties.  Sq0 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  4,  and  5. 

Antidotes.  —  Its  poisonous  effects  are  best  counteracted  by  n 
speedy  evacuation  of  the  stomach  by  warm  drinks,  togetherwith 
sinapisms  to  wrists  and  ankles.  The  emesis  should  be  followed  by 
a  free  use  of  wine,  brandy,  ammonia,  and  other  stimulants. 

Incompacibles, — ^Salts  of  iron  and  lead ;  tannin,  and  vegetable 
astringents. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  5  to  10  drops.    * 

Solid      **       •'     i  to    1  grain 

Pills  of  Digitalin.  ^  grain •*      1  to    % 

"      Extract  Di(iitalif»,  i  grain '♦     1  to    8. 

"  **  "   and  Squill,  U.  S.  P.,  2  gra.,     "     2  to  4. 


Diosoorea  Villosa. 

{WOd  Yam.) 

Anti-spasmodic.  It  is  represented  as  very  efficacious  in  biliow 
«Olic,  efficient,  in  itself,  to  control  the  most  severe  and  obstiMrtB 
attacks  of  this  disease,  giving  prompt  and  permanent  relief  ^t 
will  ^Iso  allay  nausea,  cramps  and  painful  spasmodic  affectioiMiiitf 
iiie  bowels.  The  tincture  is  said  to  be  a  valuable  expoetOMil 
n4  diaphoretic. 
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The  active  principle,  dioscorein,  says  Dr.  King,  is  as  mucli  a 
specific  in  bilious  colic,  as  quinia  in  intermittents.  Four  grains 
of  dioscorein,  in  one  tablespoonful  of  brandy,  are  reported  by  the 
Bame  author,  to  have  given  prompt  relief  in  an  obstinate  case,  which 
was  pronounced  hopeless  by  several  physicians ;  and  repeatecl 
once  after  an  interim  of  about  twenty  minutes,  to  have  effected  a 
..permanent  cure  The  extract  of  wild  yam  combined  with  the 
extract  of  comits  proves  eminently  serviceable  in  nausea. and 
vomiting  of  pregnant  women.  Combined  with  the  extract  ofgm* 
ger  and  asclqyidin  it  is  recommended  useful  in  flatulency. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose  5  to  30  drops. 

DioscoreiD **    1  to    2  grains. 


Dipterix  Odorata, 

{Tonqua,) 

Tonqua  bean  is  the  fruit  or  seed  of  a  large  tree  indigenous 
to  the  province  of  Guiana.  The  bean  has  a  strong,  agreeable, 
aromatic  odor,  and  a  bitterish,  aromatic  taste. 

The  tonqua  bean  is  employed  chiefly  to  flavor  other  medicines^ 

and  for  perfumery. 

« 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract To  be  tised  at  discretioD. 


;a3a  Repens, 

(Trailing  Arbutus, — Oravel  Plant,) 

Diuretic  and  astringent 

It  proves  highly  beneficial  in  lithic  acid  gravel,  and  all  diseases 

of  the  urinary  organa     This  plant  possesses  properties  allied  to 

those   of    the  uva    ursi  —  acting    in  an    especial  manner  on 

the    kidneys  and  the  membranes  of  the   bladder  and  urethra. 

It  is    thought    to  have    emmenagogue  properties  in    cases    of 

amenorrhcea  occurring  in  scrofulous  constitutions.     When  the 

Tiva  ursi  and  buchu   have  produced  unpleasant  symptoms,  in 

cases  of  irritated  action  in  the  bladder  ana  urethra,  the    arbutus 

has  produced  an  alleviation  of   the  symptoms,   and  sometimes 

•entire  removal  of  the  disease.     It  has  been  recommended  as  a 

'  yemedy  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  cure  of  Bright's  disease  of  the 

pfcidneys,  or  any  disease  accompanied  with  albuminous  urine.     A 

cai^  of  anasarca  and  ascites,  with  cough,  was  treated  with  digiia- 

1i$^    squiU^    terebinOiinates^    asdepias^   and    ikQ  spirits    of   nitroui 
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€ther,  without  benefit  The  urine  was  found  to  contairj  a  great 
quantity  of  albumen.  The  patient  was  put  upon  the  free  use  of 
tne  decoction  of  the  arbutus,  to  the  rejection  of  all  other  medi- 
cines ;  the  albumen  soon  disappeared  fi-om  the  urine,  and  the  pa- 
tient recovered. 

It  is  pronounced  by  many  superior  to  tiva  ursij  or  foreign  buchu^ 
and  to  succeed  in  producing  the  desired  effect,  when  these  have 
signally  faded.  Its  anti-lithic  propeiiies  arc  of  a  passive,  rather 
than  an  active  character,  preventing  the  accumulation  of  princi- 
ples calculated  to  produce  a  precipitation  of  calculous  matter.  The 
^uid  extract  is  recommended  by  Dr.  King  as  an  elegant  preparr* 
tion  in  all  urinary  difficulties.  It  is  sometimes  employed  with  ad- 
Vantage  in  diarrhoea  and  bowel  complaints  of  children. 

PREPARATION, 
f 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


Erechtliites  Hieracifolina 

{Fire    Weed) 

Tonic,  astringent,  and  alterative.  Has  reputation  in  diseases  of 
the  mucous  tissues  of  the  lungs,  stomach,  and  bowels,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  cholera  and  dysentery,  and  in  the  summer  complaints  of 
children.  In  lai^e  doses  it  acts  as  an  acrid  emeto-cathartic'  It 
seems  to  possess  analogous  prooerties  with  erigeron^  turpentine^ 
and  copaiba.  It  acts  as  a  powerful  irritant  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  digestive  and  urinary  organs,  and  in  the  same  manner 
upon  the  blood  vessels.  A  spiritous  extract  has  been  highly  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Wyeth,  in  the  treatment  of  cholera  and  dysentery  j 
in  the  latter  disease,  promptly  arresting  the  muco-gangrenous  dis- 
charges, relieving  pain,  and  effecting  a  speedy  cure.  It  has  long 
had  a  popular  contidence  as  almost  a  specific  for  all  active  hemor- 
rhages. It  has  also  been  found  useful  in  spasms  of  stomach  and 
bowels,  hysteria,  and  diarrhoea  of  pregnant  female& 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  i  to  1  dratz^ 


ExLomymus  Atropurpureua 

(  Wahoo.) 

This  plant  is  spoken  of  as  possessing  tonic,  hydi*agogue,  diuretic 
and  anti-periodic  virtues.  Dr.  Twyman,  of  Missouri,  says  he  ha3 
found  the  effects  of  this  drug  resemble  those  of  rhubarb,  rather 
than  of  a  hydragogue,  and  recommends  its  use  as  an  alterative  in 
hepatic  derangementR     It  has  been  employed  with  very  favorable 
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results  in  dropsy,  in  which  complaint  the  fluid  extract  forma  a 
..convenient  preparation.    The  mildness  and  different  properties,  tf 
this  plant  indicate  its  use  in  several  functional  disturbancea    "Sfii 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol  2. 

PRBPABATION. 

Fluid  Extract, PqS9,  1  to  1  dnima. 

Eupatoritun  PerfoUatujn. 

{Bonesei.) 

A  warm  infusion,  prepared  fix)m  the  fluid  extract  of  ^hi^.j^ift^ 
is  emetic,  sudorific,  and  diaphoretic ;  the  cold  infusion  is  a  tomoaiiijl. 
febrifuge.  It  has  been  repeatedly  prescribed  with  advaniage>i|i 
rheumatism,  typhoid  pneumonia,  catarrhs,  dropsy,  and  many 
forms  of  fever.  This  plant  is  extensively  employed  by  the  ne- 
groes on  the  Southern  plantations  as  a  tonic  and  diaphoretic  in 
colds  and  fevers,  and  in  the  typhoid  pneumonia  so  prevalent 
among  thenu  Says  Pobcheb:  "In  a  few  cases  which  havo 
come  under  my  observation,  we  have  found  this  and  the  polygala 
senega  convenient  and  usefiil  prescriptions  in  this  disease :  the  lat- 
ter, with  tartar  emetic  solution^  to  promote  expectoration ;  ^nd 
the  former,  with  flaxseed  tea^  as  a  stimulant  diaphoretic ;  cora- 
.bining  them  with  spirits  of  turpentine,  when  it  has  assumed  ii 
typhoid  form."  Prom  its  action  on  the  capillaries,  it  has  been  x^ 
commended  in  chronic  cutaneous  diseases. 

PBEPARATIOISS. 

ifluid  Extract Dose,  1  to   3  drams. 

SoUd     *'       "     6  to  20  grains, 

Eupatorin  ...    "     1  to    3        " 

Eupurpurin **     3  to  4:        ** 

Pills.  2  grains **     2  to    fi. 

Enpatorinm  PnrpiireunL 

{Queen  of  the  Meadow.) 

The  root  is  bitter,  astringent,  stimulant,  and  powerfully  diuretia 
Useful  in  all  diseases  of  the  urinary  organ?,  dropsy,  rheuraatism, 
gout,  and  female  weaknesses  and  obstructions.  It  is  thought  by. 
some  to  be  a  solvent  of  the  stone,  and  esteemed  an  unfailing  rem- 
edy in  gravelly  complaints. 

Dr.  ScUDDBR  writes:  "  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  this  a^nt 
exerts  a  specific  influence  upon  the  kidneys,  increasing;  the  <]^uaa- 
jtity  of  urine  secreted,  and,  to  some  degree,  the  amount  of  soU^ 
excreted  in  it.  It  has  been  employed  m  atonic  drppsies,  $hron]^ 
nephritis,  catarrh  us  vesicae  attended  with  ulceration;  chrpnip  jrti* 
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lation  of  the  bladder,  attended  with  increased  mucous  secretion. 
Jt  has  also  been  successfiiUv  employed  in  hasmaturia,  gleet,  leucor- 
riioea  and  other  forms  of  female  weakness,  and  in  rheumatism  and 
gout.  It  is  a  popular  remedy  in  gravel,  and  said  by  some  to  pos* 
Bess  solvent  powers ;  although  we  can  not  award  it  any  positijr^ 
powers  of  that  kind,  yet,  as  it  increases  the  amount  of  water  ex- 
creted, which  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  solvent  for  stone, 
and  always  allays  irritation  of  the  bladder,  we  must  consider  it  at 
least  the  equal  of  uva  ur&i  and  chimaphila.  We  have  used  the 
eupurpurm,  and  consider  it 'among  our  most  efficient  curative 
agents  in  diseases  of  the  kidneys,  bladder  and  urethra.  In  ono 
Case  of  marked  albuminuria,  when  other  agents  had  failed  to  pro- 
duce any  relief,  the  continued  use  of  this  remedy  for  two  weeks 
entii'ely  relieved  the  patient.  In  two  ca«es  of  diabetes  insipidus^ 
dts  use  was  attended  with  the  same  results.  We  have  alt^o  em- 
ployed it  in  incontinence  o/*wn*ne,  especially  in  children,  with  good 
effects.  It  is  of  the  most  importance,  however,  in  allaying  irrita- 
tion of  the  bladder ;  in  many  cases  of  this  kind  caused  by  dis- 
placement or  chronic  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  or  arising  during 
or  after  pregnancy,  we  have  obtained  more  benefit  from  its  u^e 
than  any  other  agent." 

PREPARATIONS. 

Flaid  Extract Dose,  1  to  3  drams. 

Eupurpurin **     3  to  4  grains. 


Gralium  Aparine. 

{Cleavers.) 

A  valuable  refrigerant  and  diuretic,  possessing  aperient  aod 
jfliti-scorbutic  properties.  Has  been  used  in  dropsy,  congestion  of 
^leen  and  scrofula.  It  will  be  found  very  beneficial  in  manj 
.diseases  of  the  urinary  organs,  suppression  of  urine,  gravel,  calcu- 
lus, nephritis,  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  and  burning  pain  ao- 
fiompanying  micturition  in  gonorrhea. 

Cbntra-indications, — Diseases  of  a  passive  character  on  accouut 
pf  its  refrigerant  and  sedative  effects  on  thesystenj,  but  maybe 
«$^ed  in  fevers  and  all  acute  diseases. 

ft 

f  PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Do^e,  1  to  2  jdrams. 


Q^ultheiia  t^ocnmbens. 

{Winteryreen.) 
W*Pt!Br^??j  i^  arpm^tic,  i^timul^t^imd  «it)ri^gj^AV    IthftJ  be» 
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employed  with  benefit  in  chronic  mucous  discharges,  in  dysen- 
tery, amenorrhea,  and  other  fluxes,  and  with  a  view  of  increasing 
lactation-     The  chief  use  is  io  impai't  an  agreeable  flavor  to  uh- 

Salatable  syrups  and  other  preparations.     See  Journal  of  Materia 
[edica,  vol.  1. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


Q-elseminum  Sempervirens. 

{Yellow  Jessamine,) 

.  Nervine,  anti-spasmodic,  febrifuge,  and  by  some  claimed  to  be 
narcotic.  Efficacious  in  nervous  and  bilious  headache,  coldsi 
pneumonia,  hemorrhages,  leucorrhea,  chorea,  ague-cake,  and  in 
fevers.  Some  recommend  its  use  in  acute  rheumatism  and  lA 
pleurisy.  Iq  convulsions,  its  eifecta  have  been  very  satisfactory. 
It  reduces  the  circulation  and  frequency  of  respirations,  promotes 
perspiration  and  the  secretions  generally,  and  while  it  relaxes  all 
the  muscles,  it  relieves,  by  its  action  on  the  general  system,  all 
cense  of  pain. — (Dr.  J.  A  Mayes.)  It  is  said  to  be  capable  of 
subduing,  in  from  two  to  twenty-four  hours,  and  without  the  least 
possible  injury  to  the  patient,  the  most  formidable  and  complicat- 
ed fevers  incident  to  our  climate,  quieting  nervous  irritability 
and  excitement,  equalizing  the  circulation,  promoting  perspira- 
tion and  rectifying  the  secretions  without  nausea,  vomiting  or 
purging,  and  is  also  adapted  to  all  stages  of  disease. 

The  gelseminum  possesses  a  most  perfect  control  over  the  nerv- 
ous system,  and  is  an  unrivalled  febrifuge,  which  appears  to  de- 
{)end  upon  its  relaxing  and  spasmodic  properties.  "Its  physio- 
ogical  effects  are  dimness  of  the  vision,  double-sightedness,  inabil- 
ity to  open  the  eyelids,  stiffness  of  the  jaws,  general  muscular  de- 
bility, and  complete  prostration.  These  soon  pass  off,  however, 
on  withholding?  its  use,  leaving  the  patient  comfortable  and  re- 
freshed."— A.  M.  Nash.  **It  will  suspend  and  hold  in  check 
muscular  irribitxility  and  nervous  excitement,  with  more  force  and 
power  than  any  known  remedy.  It  performs  its  wonder-working 
cures,  in  all  febrile  diseases,  without  exciting  either  nausea,  vom- 
iting, or  purging.  When  enough  has  been  given  to  produce  its 
apeciftc  effect,  the  eye  is  dimmed,  the  vision  clouded  and  doubled| 
the  head  light  and  dizzy.  There  is  danger  of  carrying  it  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  suspend  involuntary  muscular  action,  and  when 
this  is  the  case,  death  must  ensue." — F.  D.  Hill.  "  It  may  bo 
used  in  all  species  of  fevers,  nervous  and  bilious  headacha 
colds,  pneumonia,  ague-cake,  asthma,  chronic  rheumatism^  and 
many  other  diseases,  though  it  is  in  fevers,  especially,  in  which  iti 
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efficacy  has  been  mostly  observed.'*  Dr.  Miller  writes:  "I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  gelseminum  will  cut  short  typhoicj,  fever, 
when  given  early  in  the  disease,  and  even  when  of  ten  days' 
standing."  Dr.  McGill  writes:  "In  typhoid  pneumonia  I  alter- 
nate the  gelseminum  with  quinine  and  capsicum^  and  have  nev- 
er known  it  to  fail  in  affording  permanent  relief."  The  activ- 
principle,  gelsemtninj  satisfies  all  the  indications  of  the  plant,  and 
is  especially  adapted  to  be  used  as  an  adjuvant  to  other  medicines, 
or  with  them  in  combination.  It  is  a  remedy  that  should  bo 
given  with  care. 

For  a  full  statement  of  its  physiological  and  medicinal  propertiefl| 
with  cases  in  practice  where  it  has  been  used,  see  Journal  of  Ma- 
teria Medica,  for  1858,  1860,  and  1866.  . 

Antidotes. — When  an  over-dose  has  been  taken,  the  proper  anti- 
dotes are  brandy,  quinine,  or  arom.  spts.  of  ammonia,  and  when 
indicated,  tinct.  opii. 

PBEPARilTIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  3  to  20  drops. 

Gelseminin : "     i  to    2  grains. 


G^entiana  Lutea. 

{Gentian,) 

Gentian  possesses,  in  a  high  degree,  the  tonic  powers  which  car- 
acterize  the  simple  bitters.  It  excites  the  appetite,  invigorates  di- 
gestion, moderately  increases  the  temperature  of  the  body  and  the 
force  of  the  circulation,  and  operates,  in  fact,  as  a  general  corrobo- 
rant. It  acts  without  causing  any  astringency ;  indeed,  is  occa- 
sionally laxative.  It  may  be  used  in  all  cases  of  pure  debility  of 
the  digestive  organs,  or  where  a  general  tonic  impression  is  re- 
quired. Dyspepsia,  gout,  amenorrhoea,  hysteria,  scrofula,  inter- 
mittent fevers,  diarrhea,  worms,  are  among  the  many  affections 
in  which  it  proves  useful ;  but  it  is  the  condition  of  the  stomach 
and  the  system  generally,  not  the  name  of  the  disease,  which  must 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  prescribing  it 

Gentian  Compomid. 

This  preparation  is  composed  of  gentian,  orange  peel,  chves, 
canella  and  red  saunders.  An  agreeable  tonic,  ple^«aiit  to  the 
taste,  seldom  proving  obnoxious  to  the  stomach.  The  medicinal 
■virtues  of  the  several  ingredients  of  this  compound  are  too  well 
known  to  need  any  lengthy  notice  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
vol  2. 

Contraindications, — ^Febrile  disorders.  Inflammatory  conditions 
of  the  gastrointestinal  membrane. 
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PBBPARATI0N8. 

Flnid  JBxtcuctof  GieQtiaD .Dose,  i  to   1  dsaoL 

»        *•  **  Compound... •*    J  to    1      " 

SoW       •*         •*  **    8  to  16    gndas. 

PUlB.       *•  "  2  grains **    2  to    % 

G-^ranium  Macnlatum. 

{Orcmesbill.) 

Astringent  and  tonic.  As  an  astringent  it  contains  consideis* 
bly  more  tannin  than  kino,  and  may  be  employed  in  all  cases 
fWhere  astriugents  are  indicated.  It  is  a  superior  agent  in  the  first 
stages  of  dysentery,  diarrhea,  and  cholera  morbus.  It  is  eflSca- 
cious  in  the  treatment  of  hemorrhages,  hematuria,  menorrbagia^ 
leucorrhea,  gleet,  diabetes,  &c.  The  tincture  is  an  excellent  local 
application  in  sore  throat  and  ulceration  of  the  mouth.  In  colliq- 
uative diarrhea  it  answers  an  excellent  purpose,  either  alone  or  ia 
combination  with  quinine.  It  may  be  applied  to  ulcers  external- 
ly, and  in  combination  with  cjum  and  gum  arable,  it  is  a  good  ap- 
plication to  bleeding  wounds  and  in  epistaxis.  Grood  as  a  wash 
and  'gargle  in  relaxation  of  the  uvula^  and  affections  of  the  mouth 
and  throat,  as  well  as  an  injection  in  leucorrhea  and  gleet.  The 
absence  of  unpleasant  taste,  and  of  all  other  offensive  qualities, 
retidersit  peculiarly  serviceable  in  the  cases  of  infants,  and  of  per- 
jBons  of  delicate  stomachs.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  lbo9. 

'  PBEPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to    1  dram. 

Solid      "        "     8  to  16  grains. 

Geraniin    **     1  to    6       " 

Pills  of  Geraniin,  I  grain ^*     1  to    5. 

Extract  Geranium,  2  grains **     2  to    6. 


ii 


Geum  iRivale. 

{Averi's  RooL) 

Tonic  and  astringent.  There  are  a  great  variety  of  diseases 
"which  are  beneficially  treated  by  this  agent.  The  success  which 
80  uniformly  attends  its  use,  places  its  rank  high  in  therapeutics. 
Among  the  functional  and  organic  derangements  in  which  its  em- 
|>loyment  is  indicated,  are  passive  and  chronic  hemon-hages,.  chroii,- 
dc  xuarrhea  and  dysentery,  dyspepsia,  leucorrhea,  congestion  of  tW 
Abdominal  viscera,  intermittents,  Sm.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Mod- 
ioa,  voL  1. 

PBEPA&ATION. 

Fluid  Rxtraet, , . .  .Po9e,  |  to  1  dram. 


auienia  Tlrifbliata. 

Emetic^  cathartic^  sifidorific,  and  expectorant  In  8mall'd<)se8it 
iistonio  and  debbstment^  resembles  ipecac  in  its  mode  of .  actioiu> 
Tins  a^ot  has  been  used  with,  considerable  success  in  amenorrhea^ 
ibeumatism^  dropsy^  habitual  costiveness,  dyspepsia^  worms  and 
in  intermittent&  In  all  cases  where  the  object  is  to  produce  ^nn 
esis,  it  is  recommended  as  a  safe  and  efficacious^  medicine.  la 
l&ige  and  o&'  repeated  doses,  it  may  cause  hyperemesis  and  hy- 
percatharsis.  Particulairly  spoken  of  as^  a  tonic  in  torpid  ooiv^ 
mtiona  of  the  stomaok 

PREPARAtlON. 

Fluid  Extnust. Doeei,4  to^l9^dlr«|plii 


GUycyrrMza  Q^labra. 

{Liqtuynce.) 

Liquorice  is  an  agreeable  demulcent  and  expectorant  TKo 
extract  is  widely  employed  as  a  corrigent  in  the  preparation  of 
many  unpalatable  medicines.  It  is  a  palatable,  pleasant,  as  welt 
asa  remedial  drug,  in  catarrhal  affections  of  the  throat,  cough^ 
hoarseness,  pulmonary  and  hectic  cases  attiended  with  thirst  IH 
bronchial  affections  it  is  particularly  recommended  aa  iisefiiL 

PREPARATION. 

Fkiid  Exilrset. DbB«,  1  Uif^A  dndna 


Gtossypium  Herbacetim. 

{(htton  Boot) 

The  emmenagogtte  property  is  its  characteristic,  acting  with  sui 
much  efficiency  and  more  safety  than  ergot ;  operating  without 
pain  or  gastric  disturbance ;  producing  no  other  effect  than  the 
excitation  of  the  menstrual  secretion,  excepting,  perhaps,  some  de- 
gree of  anodyne  influence. 

Mr.  Shaw,  of  Tennessee,  writing  to  the  NashviUe  Journal^  says : 
**  I  consider  this  root  one  of  the  very  best  emmenagogued  of  the 
materia  medica,  and  I  think  it  should  be  so  classed.  It  produces 
the  most  salutary  efft^ct  in  dysmenorrhea ;  it  acts  as  an  anodyne 
in  allaying  the  pain,  and  as  an  emmenagogue  in  aiding  or  augment- 
ing menstruation ;  its  action  is  very  speedy ;  after  its  exhibition 
in  this  case,  it  produces  an  effect  which,  indeed,  appears  almost 
natural,  that  is,  almost  without  pain ;  the  patient,  after  its  exhib- 


^.  SUFPLEHSm'  TO  THS 

itioD,  feels  but  little  inconvenience  from  pain,  which  soon  sub- 
BideSy  and  menstruation  is  immediately  augmented,  without  accele- 
ration of  the  pulse  or  gastric  uneasiness.  There  are  few  other  em- 
tuenagogues  that  can  claim  this  feature. 

"^5  a  parturient  agent,  I  think  it  superior  to  ergot  in  one  sense 
of  the  word,  and  in  another,  about  its  equal — its  action  being  about 
as  prompt  as  that  of  ergot,  and  attended  with  much  less  danger. 
It  causes  neither  gastric  distress,  nor  acceleration  of  the  pulse ;  if 
it  does,  it  is  not  perceptible ;  both  of  which  are  occasioned  by  er- 
got to  some  extent. 

"  I  have  witnessed  its  action  in  retained  placenta  with  good  ef- 
fect, which  was  an  expulsion  of  the  mass  in  about  twenty  minutes 
after  the  exhibition  of  the  first  dose.  It  may  be  proper  to  say, 
that  I  gave  two  doses  before  the  placenta  was  thrown  off.  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  safer  as  a  parturient  agent  or  an  emmenagogue,  or  at 
least  as  safe,  as  any  other  article  of  the  materia  medica." 

Dr.  BoNCHELLE  regarded  it  as  an  excellent  emmenagogue,  and 
not  inferior  to  ergot  in  promoting,  uterine  contraction.  He  stated 
that  it  was  habitually  and  effectually  resorted  to  by  the  slaves  of 
the  South  for  producing  abortion,  and  this  too,  without  seriously 
affecting  the  general  health. 

"  Tincture  of  the  cotton  root  as  a  tonic. — There  is  a  condition  of 
the  system,  in  which  this  tincture  acts  as  p.  valuable  restorative. 
These  cases  are  of  a  leuco-phlegmatic  temperament  ot  both  sexes, 
but  it  is  to  the  female  sex  that  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
reader.  Where  there  is  general  bad  health,  accompanied  with, 
tardy  menstruation,  I  have  used  it  with  the  happiest  effect ;  in  a 
few  cases  of  emansio  mensium,  caused  by  anaemia,  where  the  pa- 
tient was  troubled  with  pains  in  the  loins  and  giddiness  of  the 
head,  with  a  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs,  such  as  anorex- 
ia, accompanied  with  an  uneasy  depressed  feeling  at  the  scrobic- 
ulus  cordis,  every  month,  which .  was  promptly  relieved  by  the 
tincture,  but  not  with  the  effect  of  producing  the  menstrual  flux, 
which  was  afterwards  produced  by  the  decoction,  I  find  it  neces- 
sary to  continue  the  tincture  from  two  to  four  weeks," 

The  danger  in  administering  ergot  prevents  its  use,  even  wheu 
its  specific  effects  seem  to  be  called  for.  K  these  specific  effects 
can  be  obtained  by  the  use  of  the  cotton  root,  and  tnis  too,  with- 
out liability  of  injury  to  the  general  system — and  these  have  been 
attributed  to  it — the  profession  would  do  well  to  give  it  a  thorough 
and  extensive  trial.    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  3  and  6. 

FBXPAftAnOV. 

FkiidKztno^ Dose»  idrami^ 
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Hssmatoxylpn  Camx>ec]ilanum. 

{Logwood,) 

Tonic  and  astringent,  without  any  irritating  properties.  It  does 
not  constipate  nor  so  readily  disorder  the  digestive  organs  as  many 
other  astringents,  hence  its  use  may  be  continued  for  a  longer 
period.  It  may  be  employed  as  an  astringent  to  control  diarrhea 
and  other  fluxes,  hemorrhages  and  excessive  night  sweats.  The 
mildness  of  this  drug  gives  it  a  preference  over  many  others  in 
the  treatment  of  the  diarrheas  of  children. 

When  the  constitution  is  broken  down  by  disease,  dissipation  or 
the  excessive  use  of  mercury,  the  extract  of  logwood,  used  freely 
in  connection  with  other  treatment,  will  be  found  highly  bene- 
ficial. In  chronic  diarrheas  and  dysenteries,  it  not  only  gives  tone 
to  the  digestive  organs,  but  to  the  system  generally,  fir.  Percival 
employed  it  to  restrain  profuse  sweating  in  phthisis.  Dr.  Churchill 
speaks  favorably  of  logwood  both  as  an  internal  and  local  appli- 
cation in  the  treatment  of  leucorrhea,  mentioning  many  cases  of 
improvement  and  recovery.  In  cancer  and  gangrene  an  ointment 
of  the  extract  (Ext  Ha3m.,  Adipis  aa  §  ss),  proves  serviceable. 

Incompatibles, — Mineral  acids,  alum,  sulphates  of  iron  and  cop- 
per, tartar  emetic,  acetate  of  lead. 

PREPARATIONS^ 

Fluid  Extract, Dose  i  to    1  dram.  • 

Solid       "  "    6  to  80  grains. 

puis,      "       2  grains    "    3  to    6. 

Hamamelis  Yirginica. 

{Witdi  HazeL) 

Tonic,  astringent,  sedative  and  discutient  Witch  hazel  is  used 
in  hemoptysis,  hematemesis,  and  other  hemorrhages,  as  well  as  in 
dysentery,  diarrhea  and  excessive,  mucous  discharges.  In  incipi- 
ent phthisis  it  exercises  a  palliative  and  beneficial  influence.  It 
is  said  to  be  very  efficient,  in  the  form  of  a'  wash,  in  external  in- 
flammations, painful  tumors,  hemorrhoidal  affections,  and  ophthal- 
mias    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  1. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Helianthemxun  Canadense* 

{FrosiioorL) 
Astringent,  aromatic  bitter  tonic,  and  highly  anti-acrofuloua 
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The  latterpropeitjr  hd^s  cMefljr  given  it  a  rettiedial  vlftue  and  rep- 
utation. Dr.  Ives  of  New  Haven,  Ot,  recommends  it  to  the  pro- 
fession as  eminently  serviceable  in  the  treatment  of  scrofula.  The 
late  Dr.  Parish^  Philadelphia,  has  employed  it,  inteiiiiftlly,  ijAth 
g0od  suceeds  in  sorofolous  a£[k;tions  of  the  eyes.  Dr.  TyW,  df 
Sew  Haven,  Ct,  published  a  pamphlet,  in  which  he  states,- htf> 
found  it  very  reliable  in  scrofula,  diarrhea,  and  secondary  syphn 
ills,  as  a  gargle  in  scarlatina,  and  a  wash  in  prurigo. 

It  may  be  used  in  form  of  syrup,  decoction  or  fluid  essli^itt' 
The  latter  preparation  is  pronouneea  the  best 

PKBPARAnON. 

Fluid  fiidtrad. .' DoAe;  1  to^ 


Helleborus  Niger. 

(Black  Hellebore.) 

Black  hellebore  is  a  drastic  hydragogae,  possessed  of  emtnetilti 
gogue  powers,  which  by  some  are  ascribed  to  a  specific  tenderK^^ 
to  the  uterus,  by  others  are  supposed  to  depend  solely  on  the  pui!«*' 
gative  property.  In  over-doses  it  produces  inflammation  of  the 
gastric  and  intestinal  mucous  membranes,  with  violent  vonritiiig^ 
hypercatharsis,  vertigo,  cramp,  and  convulsions,  which  sometimes 
end  in  death.  In  medicinal  doses  it  is  a  drastic  cathartic,  diuretic, 
antiielmintic,  and  emmenagogue.  This  medicine  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  the  ancients,  who  employed  it  in  mania,  melancholy, 
amenorrhea,  dropsy,  epilepsy,  various  cutaneous  affections,  and 
verminous  diseases.  It  is  atpreseat  hichlv  esteemed  by  some 
practitioners  as  an  emmenagogue.  Dr.  Mead  considered  it  supe- 
rior to  all  other  medicines -belonging  to  this  class, 

PBEPARiETIONS. 

FfoidlSztraet. Dob6,  10  to  20  dropi: 

8c^d      •*      "      1  to   6  gmina: 

RUb,  1  grain, "      1  to   5. 

Helonias  Dioica. 

{UnicorrL) 

• 

Tonic,  diuretic  and  vermifuge.  It  is  beneficial  in  dyspepsia, 
loss  of  appetite  and  colic.  It  exercises  a  marked  curative  influ- 
ence on  diseases  of  the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  leucorrhea, 
amenorrhea,  dysmenorrhea,  and  predisposition  to  miscarriage. 
Prof.  Ives  recommends  it  as  efficient  in  checking  nausea  and 
vomiting.  EcboHc  properties  have  also  been  ascribed  to  this  medi- 
cina 
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Dr,  Braman  considers  it  particularly  applicable  to  such  dis- 
orders as  have  their  origin  in  atony  of  the  generative  organs  of 
the  sexes,  particularly  the  female.  He  praises  its  efficacy  as  fol- 
lows: "  In  leucorrhea  I  consider  it  invaluable.  I  use  it  with  a 
confidence  I  attach  to  no  other  medicine.  Under  its  influence,  the 
patient,  whose  life  has  been  almost  a  burden,  revives,  her  uncom- 
fortable sensations  vanish,  and  ultimately  an  entire  recoverv  oi 
health  and  strength  is  established.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
vol.  2. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, » Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Helonin "     -i^  to  1   grain. 


Hepatica  Americana. 

{Liverwort,) 

Liverwort  is  a  very  mild  demulcent  tonic,  and  astringent  Sup- 
posed by  some  to  possess  diuretic  and  deobstruent  virtues.  It  has 
been  employed  with  success  in  lactic,  hepatic  and  pulmonary  com- 
plaints ;  and  attracted  considerable  attention  as  a  remedy  in  hemo- 
ptysis, and  deep  seated  coughs.  This  drug  may  be  administered 
with  advantage  in  the  incipient  or  convalescent  stages  of  diaiThea 
and  dysentery. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  2  to  3  drama. 


Hnmiilus  Lupnlus. 

{Hops,) 

Tonic,  hypnotic,  febrifuge,  antilithic,  and  anthelmintic. 

It  has  a  tendency  to  produce  sleep  and  relieve  pain,  and  may  be 
used  when  opiates  arc  inadmissible.  It  has  been  highly  recom- 
mended in  diseases  of  general  or  local  debility,  asso'jiated  with 
morbid  vigilance,  or  other  nervous  derangement.  The  complaints 
in  which*it  has  been  found  most  useful  are  dyspepsia,  and  the  ner- 
vous tremors,  wakefulness  and  the  delirium  of  drunkards.  It  is 
thought  to  be  a  specific  in  removing  asthmatic  pains,  without  in- 
creasing the  secretions.  It  is  employed  to  allay  the  distressing 
symptoms  of  phthisis.  It  it  is  given  with  good  effect  as  a  stom- 
achic, in  inappetency  and  weakness  of  the  digestive  organs.  Some- 
times it  causes  diuresis,  and  is  said  to  correct  lithic  acid  deposits. 
The  lupulin  is  useful  in  after-pains,  to  prevent  chordee,  to  suppress 
veneral  desires,  and  to  allay  the  pain  attendant  on  gonorrheal  dis- 
ease.   It  is  used  in  delirium  tremens,  and  watchfulness  m  connec- 
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tion  with  nervous  irritation,  anxiety,  or  exhaustion ;  it  does  not 
disoriier  the  stomach  nor  cause  constipation,  as  does  opium.       \ 

PKBPAKATIONS. 


• 


Fluid   J^xtract Dose,  ^  to    1  dram. 

g'oUd  "       "      6  to  20  grains. 

Lupulin, '<      6  to  10       •* 

Liipulin  Pills,  3  grains, "      2  to    3. 


Hydrangea  A]x)rescens. 

(ITyd'ranfjca) 

Dr.  EoFF  says  the  leaves  of  hydrangea  are  tonic,  sialagogue, 
catliyrtic  aud  diuretic. 

This  pl-^nt  wis  iritrodncod  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  by 
Dr.  Butler,  of  Barlint^Lon,  N.  J.,  as  a  remed}^  for  the  removal  of 
calcuiM?,  or  gravelly  deposits  in  the  bladder.  The  effect  the  rem- 
edy seems  capable  of  producing,  is  removing,  by  its  own  specific 
action,  from  the  bladder,  sucli  deposits  as  may  be  contained  in 
that  viseus,  provided  they  are  snitdl  enough  to  pass  the  uretbra. 
It  has  seemed  also  to  have  the  power  of  relieving  the  excruciating 
pain  attendant  on  the  passage  of  a  calculus  through  the  ureter. 
The  power  of  curing  stone  in  the  bladder  does  not  appear  to  be 
claimed  for  it ;  it  is  only  when  the  deposits  are  small,  when  in 
that  form  of  disease  known  as  gravel,  that  it  is  an  efficient  remedy; 
tben,  by  removing  the  nucleus,  wliicli  if  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
organ,  would  increase  in  sizo  and  form  stone,  the  disease  is  averted. 
In  an  over-dose  it  produces  unpleasant  symptoms,  such  as  dizzi- 
ness of  the  head,  oppression  of  tiic  chs'st,  &e.  The  root  appears 
to  contain  a  larcfo  amount  of  mu-ihiire,  which  serves  as  a  valuable 
deniU'Cent,  and  direct! \^  alleviat..'S  tlu'  ex^'ru''i:iting  pain  which  ao- 
eorn].)aTii' s  the  pj>sr'.ge  of  the  ca^.culi  tlir>iigh  the  ureter,  at  the 
saii'io  tiirio  favoiing  the  cxpalsiv«^  power  of  tJie  bladder  to  free  it- 
self n-oni  foreign  substanre.-;.  Dr.  ]^/[onkiir,  of  Baltimore,  sa.ys: 
''I  re<7:trd  the  In'-dnaigea,  in  propi-^rl>^  so]"(;?C'l  ci?^^,  assure  in  its 
Tthird((i(e  iujr'ac'j  as  ice  oikvj  exn.v^s  of  atiy  oiher  rne/Juyd  siibslance. 
In  the  lio.i]H^al  he  directed  its  use  in  m'ii:ous  irritation  of  the  blad- 
der in  iijii'd  people,  chronic  gleet,  and,  in  a  very  difficult  condition 
to  cure,  the  prostrate  mucous  emissions;  and  the  rejjort  was  favor- 
able to  its  use." 

Dr.  Bates  has  treated  several  cases  of  lithiasis  with  the  hydran- 
gea, and  with  the  beat  success.  In  each  case  a  number  of  calculi 
passed  from  the  patients  upon  the  use  of  this  agent. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Hxtract Doae,  1  to  2  drama. 
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Hydrastis  Canadensis. 

{Oolden  Seal.) 

• 

Its  principal  mediciiKil  quality  is  a  powerful,  bitter  tonic,  high- 
ly useful  in  all  cases  of  (3(^bility  und  loss  of  appetite.  In  this  re- 
spect it  has  an  iiicronsini^  n^piitiition  among  medicd.1  writera  It 
appears  to  have  a  spcicilic  stimiiiating  effect  upon  the  mucous 
memhrcue  bcyoad  wliat  would  fallow  the  use  of  a  simple  tonic. 
As  a  tonic  it  has  boon  saveossCulb/  usoil  in  dj'spepsia,  chronic  af- 
fectioos  of  the  mneo;::^  (HKits  -u' the  stonirich,  cry  si  pcbis,  remittent 
and  inter  mitt  iit  f»n^:rs,  lyi)]iold  fovor,  torpor  of  tlie  liver,  and 
general  cases  rcqmriiig  a  t()i.i". 

In  chrvnic  diaiibca  and  dysetttciy,  eC'Ribincd  with   gcrarnam^ 
it   lias   givoii  >atisrcujii"n  ;  a'So,  in  combination  witli //cvfrniVr/n  as 
a  valuable  iiijociion  in  gleet,  vmronij,  gonorrhea,  and  leueorihea; 
likewi^^'e  in  inOammaliun  ajal  ui^-jredion  of  the  internal  coating  of 
the  bladder. 

The  active  mcvlicul  projycrtics  of  the  plant  are  due  to  a  resinoid 
principle  called  Icc/dra.'^liN^  and  to  an  alkaloid  principle  •  called  A^^- 
drastina. 

The  two  principles  ap[)ear,  by  tlie  testimony  of  medical  writ/Crs, 
who  have  given  the  subject  attention,  to  possess  somewhat  differ- 
ent properties.  In  th(3  as-^x-iatod  state  the  effect  should  be  the 
same  as  is  ob^.crvcd  IVoni  tlio  u.-e  of  the  root  The  resinoid  pos- 
sesses, to  a  larger  extent,  tac  tonic  and  all  the  laxative  properties 
of  the  root,  but  docs  not  seem  to  exorcise  the  peculiar  curative 
power  over  the  ulcrraied  mucous  surfaces,  (which  is  one  of  the 
characteris{i«'S  of  iia^  ]>ari  ,),  as  tliC  alkaloid.  To  the  alkahud  is 
-due  the  anti-p?ri';vlic  ['r'v)[M-rt/u:s  oi'  llio,  plant.  The  two  principles 
avSsociated,  and  knowii  as  u^.f-i-ul,  i:n.!v)iibiedl3''  are  better  aJapt..d 
to  the  genorcd  piirj.'o^  ■-  !«>■.' wli^.li  lb  3  loot  ^\euld  have  been  ad- 
ministered, iind  ihvi'.  lO.:-  ;.»  LiK'  g.  -i.-i\tl  \van!r^of  the  profossion; 
but  for  those;  ca..-art  \\\h  .0  lii';  ,-•■  .ebbt  clW.jl  of  the  alkaloid  is  de- 
sired, it  sh(;;'k.!  b(;  \\^i-i\  .noi  .',  a\  I  fi'.-e  from  any  ni(Kli[yinguir'\:ts 
othv;r  elemcals  mi<j,]il;  orodia-e.  Tn?.  a^'kaloid  is  of  a  beautiful 
yellow  color,  and  as  a,n  iniii  ]).;rli'.liv,  is  claimed  to  be  wnthontan 
equa.l,  excepting  sulpliat-.'  ol.'  cpiiiiine,  and  as  having  a  much  more 
extensive  range  of  a|)})li(:aUon,  and  possessing  other  virtues  of 
great  importance  in  the  treatmciit  of  fevers. 

The  resinoid  and  alkaloid  combined,  possessing  tonic  and  laxa- 
tive properties,  are  indicated  in  the  treatment  of  habitual  costivo- 
ness,  and  is  often,  in  chronic  cases,  combined  with  lepiandrin^ 
xanihoxylin^  and  asclepm^  administered  in  pilJsof  two  grains,  taken 
every  night     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  April,  1860. 
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PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  2  drams. 

Solid        "        "  2  to  5  grains. 

Hydrastin  (resinoid), *. .  "  ^  to  5     t." 

(neutral), ♦'  2  to  6^  " 

(alkaloid), "  1  to  6       « 

Piila  of  Hydiastio,  (neutral),  1  gr., "  2  to  6. 

"      Uydi  astina,  1  gr., "  1  to  5. 


Hyoscyamiis  Niger. 

{Henhane,) 

Henbane  is  a  powerful  narcotic.  In  medicinal  doses  it  is  ano- 
dyne, hypnotic,  calmative  and  anti-spasmodic  ;  allaying  pain,  sooth- 
ing excitability,  inducing  sleep  and  arresting  spasm.  It  does  not 
f)roduce  constipation  like  opium,  but  lias  a  tendency  to  act  as  a 
axative.  Used  in  chronic  cough,  irritation  of  the  urinary  organs 
and  inflammatory  cases  attended  with  excitability;  employed  with 
advantage  in  painful  spasmodic  affections,  hysteria,  rheumatism 
and  gout ;  also,  combined  with  colocynth^  in  painters'  colic  and 
mania;  it  is  also  used  externally  to  allay  the  irritation  of  very- 
sensitive  parts,  and  the  infusion  dropped  into  the  eye,  dilates  the 
pupil  like  belladonna.  It  is  employed  as  an  anodyne,  soporific, 
anti  spasmodic,  and  sedative,  in  caseswhere  opium  would  disagree ; 
it  is  also  used  in  fomentations,  as  a  topical  sedative  and  anodjne. 
Neuralgic  and  spasmodic  affections,  rheumatism,  gout,  hysteria, 
and  various  pectoral  diseases,  as  catarrh,  pertussis,  asthma,  phthi- 
sis, &c.,  are  among  those  in  which  it  is  most  frequently  prescribed. 
It  is  much  used  in  connection  with  griping  cathartics,  the  disa- 
greeable effects  of  which  it  is  thought  to  counteract 

Dr.  Ilall  highl}^  lauds  this  plant  in  the  treatment  of  delirium 
and  irritable  condition  of  the  nervous  system  dependent  on  the 
loss  of  blood.  Dr.  King  remarks:  "It  is  feeble  as  an  anodyne, 
feebler  as  a  so])orific  ;  but  not  poppy  nor  niandagora  soothe 
so  "uncxceptionably  as  henbane."  In  over-doses  henbane  is  dan- 
gerously poisonous.  It  powerfully  aflects  the  brain,  producing 
disordered  vision,  loss  of  speech,  convulsion-^,  arterial  prostra- 
tion, pamlysis,  distress  in  the  bowels,  and  other  hippocratieal 
symptoms,  which*  often  prove  fatal.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medi- 
ca,  vol.  1  and  4. 

Antidotes, — Emetics,  stomach-pump,  stimulants,  galvanism,   and 
acids  are  the  principal  remedies  to  counteract  its  poisonous  effects. 
Incovipatihles. — Acetate  of  lead,  nitrate  of  silver,  sulphate  ot 
iron,  tannin,  and  the  vegetable  astringents. 
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PREPARATIONS.. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  10  to  20  drops. 

Solid        *'      ''        i  to,  1  grain. 

Il3'0scyamin "        -2r  to    ^     *' 

Pills  of  Extract  Hyoicyamus,  1  grain "        2  to    4. 

*♦  "''  V   ''     ''        1  to    3. 

"  1     "     "        1  to    2. 

HyDericTini  Perforatum. 

«/      .Ik. 

{Johmiuort,) 

Astringent,  sedative  and  diuretic.  Among  the  complaints  for 
wliicli  it  may  bo  vised  are  .su])[)rcssioti  of  urine,  chronic  urinary 
affections,  diarrlioa,  dvL^eutery,  worms,  jaundice,  monorrhagia,  hys- 
teria, nervous  derangeinentLi,  ]ie;uo[)tysis,  and  other  hemorrhages. 
It  may  be  employed  v/ith  advantage,  externally,  to  dispel  hard 
tumors,  caked  breasts,  ecchymosis,  etc. 

Its  medicinal  agency  was  held  in  high  repute,  especially  among 
the  ancients ;  though,  perhaps,  chiefly  regarded  as  a  remedy  in 
wounds  and  bruises,  lor  which  it  was  employed,  both  externally 
and  internally.      See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  1. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  draw. 

Inula  Helenium. 

{Eleccimpane.) 

Aromatic  stimulant  and  tonic.  It  has  also  diuretic,  diaphoretiO| 
emmenagogue  and  expectorant  properties.  Formerly  it  was  employ* 
ed  in  complaints  peculiar  to  females,  and  is  now  used  considerably 
in  amenorrhea. 

The  chief  use  of  elecampane  is  in  pulmonary  affections,  hepa- 
tic derangements,  atonic  state  of  the  digestive  organs,  dyspepsia, 
and  general  debility.  Ilsdoobstniont  properties  have  been  widely 
recomized  in  its  admiuistnition  iu  chronic  en'2:ori>:oment  of  theab- 
dominal  viscera,  and  dropsy,  vvhicli  so  often  follows. 
4vHighly  reconinieuded,  both  as  dn  external  and  internal  applica- 
tion in  tetter,  psora,  and  other  diseases  of  the  skin. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract •.  . .  .  Dose,  -J  to  1  dram. 

IpomoBa  Jalapa. 

{JalajJ.) 
Cathartic.     Jalap  holds  a  place  as  a  purgative  between  garnioge 
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and  sennay  and  re6emble8  scdmmony  in  its  actions.  The  t-endenoy 
of  jalap  to  gripe  and  nauseate  may  l)C  obviated  by  combining  with 
the  dose  a  grain  or  two  of  corn^phor^  or  three  grains  of  cloves. 
Camphor  is  said  not  only  to  lessen  tlie  griping  tendency,  but  also 
to  augment  its  purgative  operation.  It  is  well  adapted  to  relieve 
certain  forms  of  constipation.  In  constipation  depending  upon 
atony  of  the  intestines,  yaZap,  in  combination  with  a  carminative 
or  calomel  may  be  given  with  advantage. 

Many  cases  are  on  record  to  attest  the  wtues  of  jalap  as  a 
vermifuge  for  tape- worms,  as  well  as  lumbrici.  As  early  as  1788 
Block  made  use  of  this,  in  conjunction  with  other  medicines,  as  a 
vermifuge.  Bremser  says  that  jalap  is  indisputably  one  of  the 
most  powerful  and  efficient  purgatives,  and  one,  which,  perhaps, 
beyond  all  others,  has  the  most  decided  anthelmintic  property. 

It  is  not  equalled  by  any  medicine  of  its  class  in  the  power  of 
eradicating  dropsical  effusions,  and  of  ciu'ing  those  indr^pendent  of 
organic  lesion.     Combined  with  bi-fartraie  of  potassa    it  forms  a 
Bafe  and  certain  hydragogue  cathartia 

In  diseases  of  the  brain,  jalap  is  recommended  on  the  principle 
of  contra-irritation,  to  relieve  the  congestion.  As  a  vennifuge,  it 
is  particularly  well  adapted  for  children.  But  for  whatever  indi- 
cation it  may  be  prescribed,  more  satisfactory  results  follow  its  ad- 
ministrationy  when  it  is  combined  with  caloTnel  See  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica,  vol  2. 

Contra-indications. — Inflammation  of  the  alimentary  canal  and 
pelvic  organs.  During  pregnancy  and  the  catamenial  periods. 

PREPARATIONS. 

fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Solid      "      *'     3to8gramfc 

Jalapin "     llo  3       - 

Iris  Florentina. 

Possesses  cathartic  and  diuretic  properties,  and  in  large  doee« 
acls  as  an  emetia 

The  earlier  writers  favor  on-is  in  the  treatment  of  constipation, 
and  atony  of  the  digestive  organs ;  in  dropsical  affections,  and  in 
purulent  discliargcs  from  the  uretliral  mucous  membrane.  It  is 
pleasant  to  the  taste,  Ufid  forms  an  uno^"jectionable  medicine.  The 
root  has  been  used  to  conceal  obnoxious  breath,  and  enters  into  the 
composition  of  many  tooth  powders.  Chiefly  employed  now  in  com- 
pounds, on  account  of  the  j)leasant  odor  it  imparts. 

PREPARATION. 

Flaid  Extract To  be  used  at  disonetioo. 


I 
I 
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Iris  Versicolor. 

{Bhie  Flag.) 

Blue  flag  is  cathartic,  alterative,  siMlagogiie,  anthelrnint^c,  and 
draretic.  Useful  in  dropsy,  anasarca,  hydrothorax,  in  chronic  he- 
patic, renal  and  splenic  affections.  In  scrofula  and  sypliilis,  whether 
primary  or  secondary,  it  acts  as  a  powerful  and  cfficarious  agent, 
and  may  be  used  al(^ne,  or  combined  with  mandrake^  poke^  black 
cohosh^  and  other  alteratives.  In  chronic  rlnnim.iti.sni,  mercurio- 
syphilis,  dyspepsia,  tape-worm,  gonorrhea,  It-ucorrhea,  dysmenor- 
rnea,  and  constipation,  it  has  been  used  with  j^ositive  a'}v,'int:u-'e, 
either  alone,  or  in  combination  with  other  agents.  '''I'he  rH>t  of 
the  blue  flag  extends  its  influence  through  ev^ry  p;nt  of  Th(.'  sys- 
tem;  in  small  doses,  and  repeatiH  at  short  inter va I j^,  ii  serfns  to 
act  more  particularly  on  the  glanduhir  system,  exciting  ilu  m  to  a 
discharge  of  their  respectiv*^  offices;  in  l^rge  dos-s  it  ^  v:«cuates 
and  exhausts  the  system,  acting  on  the  liver,  a?id  tlie  ;dimentary 
canal  throughout. '  A  combination  of  iridin^  ptxlaphyUin^  and 
SDcmtkoxylin,  or  corydalin^  is  a  most  powerfiil  and  certain  remedy 
for  syphilis,  either  primary  or  secondary,  and  will  be  found  very 
useful  in  scrofiila.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  March,  1859. 

PKEPARATI0N8. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  20  to  (50  drops. 

■  Solid       "       "       1  to    4  grainj. 

Iridin, "        i  to    6      " 

Pills  of  Extract  Iris  Versicolor,  1  grain  . . . ., "        1  to    4. 

Pills  of  Iridin,  \   grain, **        1  to    6. 

Jnglans  Cinerea. 

(BattemvV) 

Butternut  is  one  of  the  mildest  and  most  efficient  laxatives  in 
the  materia  medica  Stills  says  it  is  peculiarly  a])pli(':ii)le  as  an 
aperient  in  habitual  costiveness,  inasmuch  as  it  dcx^s  not  leave  the 
liowels  in  a  confined  state.  Wood  says  it  is  higlily  c^steeniod  im 
dysentery.  A  strong  decoction  has  been  much  nsed,  as  a  tloiucis- 
tic  remeay,  in  intermiltents  and  remittents,  and  in  other  diseases 
attended  with  congestion  of  tlie  abdominrd  viscera.  It  is  espe- 
cially adapted  Xo  cases  of  [labitnal  consti])ation,  dysentery  and  bil- 
ious constitutions. 

It  o}X)rates  without  pain,  irrit^ition  or  subsequent  diibility  of  the 

alimentarv  canal,  and  has  somewhat  of  the   cathartic  (•haract(.'r  ot 
*»  '  .... 

rhvharb,  but  without  inducing  constipation  after  its  action. 

PREPAllATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to    *i  (Iniins. 

Solid         "        "     5  to  20  grains. 

Jmglandin **     I  to    5       *' 
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Junipems  Communis. 

{JanijJer  Btrnes.) 

Stomachic,  carminative,  and  diuretic.  The  extract  is  found  to 
stimuLtto  the  appetite  and  digestion.  The  oil  is  one  of  the  most 
powerful  diureti'.'s  in  tli^^  injiteria  medica,  and,  if  long  continued, 
produces  ii'i'itatiDn  of  tlie  urinary  oi'gans,  strangury,  &e. 

The.  1)riTies  net  as  a  liealthful  stimul^uit  in  chronic  alfections  of 
the  bladder,  and,  partieuhu'ly,  when  the  tone  of  tliis  organ  is  im- 
paired, in(luc.ii,g  a  retention  of  urine.  The}-  are  employed  with 
ad\%ant:ig(^  in  gonorrhea,  gleet,  ieucorrhea.,  and  scorbutic  diseasea 
In  cruscs  wlu^r^'  colds  and  inactivity  have  w^eakened  the  action  of 
the  kidneys  and  the  skiki,  junij^er  berries  are  especially  recom- 
mended l.>y  Kiether,  to  prevent  eutaneous  eruptions  and  abdomi- 
nal deningeni'jiits.  Tjieir  diuretic  and  healing  cjualities  prove 
ben<iicial  in  difiicidty  of  voiding  smallcalculi,  and  in  purulent 
secretions  caused  by  their  presence. 

Juniper  is  })raise(l  by  Kictlier  in  scarlatinous  dropsy,  and  very 
favorably  s})oken  of  by  Swieten  in  ascites  and  anasarca.  Eeported 
to  be  useful  in  scurv}',  and  by  many,  employed  as  a  "purilier  of 
the  blood.'* 

Contra-iyidicatioris, — Inllammatory  conditions  of  the  system.  Ir- 
ritated states  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  apparatus.  Congestign 
and  active  dlseiises  of  the  pelvic  viscera 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drama. 


Jnniperus  Sabina. 

{Savin.) 

Enirnrnagogue,  diuretic,  diapbon^tic,  autbelmintic  and  abortive. 
Si'mtv.  irnes  used  for  worms,  with  y>?>2 A:  and  senna.  Savin  is  par- 
ticul  I riy  Ciilh  d  for  in  cnses  for  whu.th  utfrih'^  stimulants  are  ap- 
pro|)r!<d(',  ]>u'  as  it  is  }>rrha['S  the  n\<)<t  poworfil  agent  of  the  class, 
it  niiis'd^- i  iivmnspuctly  us'd.  Nrarly  all  writers  nf  enlarged  ex- 
peri('nee  roniuir  in  attributing  to  the  medicine  very  decided  eni- 
menai2:v)G:u;*  ])Ovv«ts.     Accordin^f  to  Cullex,  savin    shows  a  more 

Eownl'ul  <]r':r,r!]iinat!<>n  ■  to  th-.Mi'trus  than  any  other  plant  he 
ad  (Muploytd.  Thccases  of  amenorrhea  to  which  it  seems  most 
approprKitt.'  are  ascribed  by  VoGT,  <.'S  persons  of  a  torpid  and  re- 
laxes! constitution,  and  disposed  to  mucous  accumulations  and 
blcnnonhtal  disvharge>  ;  in  otlier  words,  where  there  )s  general  at- 
ony of  the  s\stvm  in  which  the  uurus  participates,  and  of  which 
the  capital  sign  is  hucorrhea,  occurring  exclusively  or  in  an  aggra- 
vate<l  degree  about  the  catamenial  period.     Under  the^e  circum- 
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stanoes,  Pereira  declares  that  savin  is  the  most  certain  and  power- 
ful ernmenagogue  of  the  whole  materia  medica.  Kopp  recem- ' 
raendod  savin  as  a  very  effVctnal  refuedy  for  dvvsmenorrhea. 
He  usually  prescrilxd  it  in  conjnnotioh  witli  borax,  and  when 
there  was  a  great  want  of  tone  m  thv;  s^-sieni,  a'^'led  /;r/rZ;,  iron 
and  other  toni(i  medicines.  lie  states  aho  that  it  acts  as  an  ex- 
citant of  tlie  venereal  propen-ity,  and  relieves  men(jr)]ia^i:i,  de- 
S ending  upon  chronic  passive  congestion  contiiiuing  cifter  delivery. 
[.  Aran  s;vys,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  this  powerful  cnirnena- 
gogue  has  tln^.  property  of  suspending  uterine  heni')rrhrig;\<.  Siv- 
in  has  also  been  used  successfully  for  the  relief  of  atonic  gout 
and  rheumatism  of  long  standing,  and  oecurrin^r  in  per«.)ns  of  a 
cold  phlegmatic  ttMnperamcnt.  Friction  of  the  airet:ted  jo'nls  with 
oil  of  savin,  or  with  an  infu.^ion  of  the  tops  of  the  })lant,  or  with 
savin  ointmcait,  or  iluid  extract,  may  bo  employed. 

Dr.  Chapman  strongh'  recommended  it  in  chronic  Theumatism; 
and  it  is  employed  in  Germany,  both  internally  and  externally,  in 
chronic  gout.  In  over-dose^  it  is  capable  of  producing  damjerous 
g astro-intestinal  inflammation^  and  should  therejore  be  vsed  loiih  cau- 
tion. In  no  case  should  it  be  employed  when  much  general  or  local  ex- 
citem^ent  exists.  In  pregnancy  it  should  always  be  given  with  much 
caution;  though  it  has  recently  been  recommended  as  an  eflfective 
remedy  in  certain  forms  of  menorrhagia,  and  is  asserted  to  prove 
occasionally  useful  in  preventing  threatened  abortion. 


PREPARATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract, Dose,  10  to  30  drop& 

SoFid       *"       "        1  to    5  grainfl. 

Pills,  1  grain, "        1  to    6. 


Krameria  Triandra. 

{RhaXany.) 

Pow('rful  astringent,  combiricd  with  Ionic  properties.  EmpIo3'cd 
internally  with  a({v^•ulta^e  in  menorrhagia,  In  matrme^-is,  });!S>ive 
hem<.»rrhages,  chronic  diarrhea,  Icucorrhca,  chronic  nine ais  dis- 
charges, colliquative  persjtiration,  and  incontinence  of  urine.  It 
may  bo  employed  with  success  as  a  styptic  in  e[)istaxis,  hemor- 
rhage from  the  cavity  of  an  extracted  tooth,  or  the  surface  (^f  a 
wound,  and  as  a  local  application  to  prolapsus  ani,l]ssnre  of  the 
anus  and  leucorrhea.  As  an  application  to  spongy  and  bleeding 
gums,  the  following  rccipie  will  be  found  unsurpassed:  Tcdce  of 
prepared  chalk  and  powdeied  cinchona  equal  parts,  combine  them 
with  equal  parts  of  the  fluid  extract  of  rhatany  and  tincture  of 
nYiyrrh  m  quantity  sufHcierit  to  form  a  paste.  Use  daily  with  a 
brufih.     Its  styptic  influence  has  arrested  the  flow  of  blood  in  he- 
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moptyj^ia,  ^H^mjlarii,  (lysont/»rv,  uterine  flooding,  &c.  In  soften- 
ing of  the  lisvsu^s  of  tKt'  }i'.^ait.,  in  the  dilations  of  the  ventricles  of 
that  visGUs,  this  a^{*nfc  is  said  to  r>e  employed  with  confidence. 
WherevT  i-  is  d- -si  red  tn  efF'Ct  the  contraction  of  the  tissues  of 
an  organ,  to  Jtrouse  <jr  inmuvSe  the  tone,  the  vigor  of  the  tissues, 
to  comb: J t  atony  or  rel;xat!'>n  of  any  surAiee  or  organic  appara- 
tus, tlie  us(j  of  rhatany  can  be  resorted  to  with  confidence.  As 
an  application  to  burns,  ulcers,  and  blisters  on  the  skin,  this  agent 
effects  a  decrease  of  pain  with  a  marvelous  rapidity.  S^e  Journal 
of  Materia  Medic;i,  July,  1866. 

IncomjpaWjles, — Mineral  acids,  lime-water,  solutions  of  the  salts 
of  iron,  of  the   acetate  of   lead  and  iodine ;   solutions   containing 
gelatin. 

Contra-indicaiions. — Inflammatory  states  of  the  alimentary  tube. 
Obstinate  constipation- 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  ^  to    1  dram. 

Solid        ♦*       »»     6  to  30  grains. 

Pills,  1    grain "      3  to  10. 

Lactnca  Sativa. 

{LettiLce.) 

Calmative,  hypnotic,  and  diaphoretia  It  may  bo  given  as  a 
substitute  for  opium  in  checking  diarrheas,  allaying  cough,  and 
diminishing  pain  in  rheumatism.  It  is  to  be  preferred  to  opium 
in  many  cases  on  account  of  its  freedom  from  any  unpleasant 
after-effects,  as  constipation,  excitement  of  the  brain,  &c.  Dn 
Duncan  speaks  in  favor  of  its  influence  in  phthisis,  as  effective  in 
allaying  cough.  Dr.  Waring  relates  an  obstinate  case  of  sper- 
matorrhea, which  was  cured  in  fourteen  days  by  this  agent  Two 
f  rains,  gradually  increased  to  eight,  were  administered  daily.  It 
as  also  been  employed,  with  good  results,  in  gout  and  insanity. 

PRBPARATIOXS. 

Fluid  Extract Doso,  ^  to  2  drama. 

Solid      "        "      2  to  6  grains. 

Pilte,  2  grains ' "      1  to  3. 


Lappa  Minor.    (Artium  Lapi)a.) 

{Burdock.) 

Burdock  is  considered  aperient,  diaphoretic,  and  sudorific,  with- 
out irritating  properties.  It  has  been  recommended  in  gouty^ 
aoorbutic,  venereal,  rheumatic,  scrofulous,  leprous,  and  nephritic 
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affections.     Sir  Eobert  Walpole  praised  it  as  a  gout  medicine,  and 
others  have  considered  it  an  excellent  substitute  for  sarsaparilla. 

The  utility  of  burdock  is  especially  estabishedin  the  treatment 
of  diseases  of  the  skin,  though  in  some  sections  it  is  a  popular 
remedy  for  ague  and  general  debility. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dew©,  1  to     2  drams. 

Solid     "        "     5  to   20  ^ains. 

Pills  2   grraina, "     1  to     6     " 

Lauras   Sassafras. 

{Sassafras,) 

A  warm  stimulant,  alterative,  diaphoretic  and  diuretic  Sassa» 
fras  is  employed  as  a  sudorific  and  alterative  in  rheumatic,  cuta- 
neous, and  venereal  diseases,  in  syphilitic  and  strumous  affections. 
It  is  rarely  used  alone,  but  in  combination  with  sarsa2yarilla  or 
guiacum, 

(}mtra-indicati(ms,-'-Sthemc  inflammatory  and  febrile  conditions 
of  the  system. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract lto2  drams. 

Leontice  Tlialictroides.     (Oaulophylltim  ThaL) 

{Blue  Cohosh,) 

Blue  cohosh  is  possessed  of  emmenagogue,  parturient,  and  anti- 
spasmodic properties.  While  it  is  a  valuable  agent  in  all  chronic 
uterine  diseases  appearing  to  exert  an  especial  influence  on  the 
uterus,  it  has  also  been  successfully  employed  in  rheumatism, 
dropsy,  colic,  cramps,  hiccough,  epilepsy,  hysteria,  &c.  The 
extract  of  blue  cohosh  is  preferable  to  ergot  for  expediting 
delivery,  in  all  those  cases  where  the  delay  is  owing  to  debility, 
or  want  of  uterine  nervous  energy,  or  is  the  result  of  fatigue. 
Used  as  a  wash  for  the  apthous  sore  mouth  and  throat,  combined 
with  equal  parts  of  hydra^tis  canadensis, 

Caulophyllin,  the  active  principle  of  the  blue  cohosh,  exerts  a 
direct  influence  on  the  uterus,  acting  according  to  tiie  periods  in 
which  it  is  employed,  as  an  alterative,  ufceriqe  tonic,  and  parturient. 
A  combination  of  equal  parts  of  c^ndoj^InjUin^  cimicifagia^  and 
carbonate  of  ammonia^  will  be  found  espooially  vahiable  in  the 
more  common  unhealthy  conditions  of  the  uterus  and  its  append- 
ages, and  in  epilepsy,  hysteria,  rheumatism,  and  dropsy,  in  which 
diseases  it  has  been  recommended  as  an  anti  spasmodic.  See  Jour- 
nal of  Materia  Medica,  Sept,  1861. 
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Incoynp-itihliis. — Ssilh  of  Iron  ;  acjtate  of   lead;   gcktiii;  mine- 
ral acids,  h^•. 


r;!ii;nc!L':io;^'n,  ivirviiio,  -l;!!'  s;i;-ii')  l-.i, anil  lax'iitiva  Itia  oven 
pro:r)im  ■c-l  by  wmio  iiM  s'^-orior  to  iiiy  othor  ivuscily,  in  aup- 
j)iT;->:<;:i  Io.;!ira.  ami  :ihi'.'iio)t!!" \  from  'jolds.  Tlie  cMi'at.'t  made  in- 
to ;i  nM!-.!i  iTiriision  -lioiiM  (>o  nscil. 

Mo:.!icr'.yijrt  is  rcconiitioiidol  in  norvOiU  co:ii[)I;iinU.  in  irritable 
liabitt,  (.Iclirium  troni'^ni,  in  a'l  cliroiiio  (]i.-i(i:nc-i  jittciirliid  with. 
re:^tle■^HllOS^,  w.il^efulncsr^,  (list,Lii'bc!l  sbcp,  spinal  irritation,  neural- 
gic pains,  and  liver  affections. 


Leptandra  Virginica. 

{Culver's  Root.) 

This  u^ent  is  peculiarly  appliuiblc  to  bilious  and  typhoid  fovers, 
causing  disehurgos  of  a  blauk,  tarry,  anrl  morbid  character,  with- 
out dt'biiit'iting  the  tone  of  the  bnwols,  or  of  the  general  system. 
It  biiHiioi'ii  i;iu:i;essfidiy  employed  in  l.'prosy  and  ojiclu'Ctic  d' 
and  \u  lil'.x's  in  thoso  iii-tin  -.ca  in  ly  pi'^' 
fliiene;  On  t'ii>  bili;iry  iipp.imtiH.  As  ; 
small  diw.s,  i'.is  vahtiible  iii  d\.i|)';ii-.i,',  r 
with  ail  inactiv.i  condjliou  ..f  l,li.>.  bv.T.  : 
b(>w,!s;  lik.iwisj  in  all  fuii'.aion.d  di.v:. 
rem;ivkoi. 

L'pLundiin,  tlit;  r<:sinoii«  [vrinciplc  of  l^'ptandra,  is  a  powerful 
chul-igi'L^m.,  with  but  «li,^li[r  liixiitiVJ  iiillueiiue;  except  given  in 
largi?  di;,-i..H,  its  i^alh  irtio  j)ow.'r.s  aiM  very  feeble.  It  is  OQe  of  tha 
most  effiivHiious  and  ip.'.poit-.uit  timong  iho^e.  pwuliar  to  eclectic 
praeti'-i',  buiiig  tlie  only  known  mi^dicina  tli^ic  -  Hiciently  stimu- 
lat-a  mA  .■ur^'ets  the  li.-paiic  rteer.;tioii3,  and  functional  derange- 
ments of  Lhe  liv.T,  without  dvb  litating  th;  system  by  oopioua  al- 
vine  evaeuatious.     It  may  bj  salely  aud  cffijuciously  employed  in 


;My  I,. 

owin!<  to  it3  ia- 

aiid  tonic,   in 

j.,ii,-,ll,» 

wliori  comiccted 

„1  t.,i,,i, 

.Ilia  Jobilltated 

ra  ,.]■  tl,^ 

livfi,  as  ab3T6 
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the  treatment  of  diarrhea,  cholera  infantum,  some  forms  of  dys- 
pepsia, typhoid  fever,  and  all  diseases  connected  with  biliary  de- 
ran  t^ements. 

/*This  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  cathartic.  It  is  aperient,  al- 
terative, and  tonic.  Its  eifects  on  the  liver  are  peculiar.  While 
it  acts  freely  upon  the  livtT,  instead  of  purging,  it  seems  only  to 
change  the  discharges  from  the  light  and  watery  or  slimy  condition, 
to  a  darker  and  apparently  bilious  state,  rendering  them  more  and 
more  consistent  until  they  become  perfectly  natural,  without  hav- 
ing been  arrested  at  any  time  entirely,  or  at  any  time  aggravated. 
It  at  the  same  time  seems  to  act  as  a  tonic,  restoring  the  tone  of 
the  stomach  and  increasing  the  strength  and  activity  of  digestion. 
It  is  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  dyspepsia." 

When  in  combination  witb  2^odo2jhyllin  it  forms  an  exceedingly 
valuable  and  elFcctive  alterative  and  cholagogue.  There  is  not  a 
better  ehoh^goguc  preparation  known  in  medicine  than  the  com- 
bination o[  podo'phyllin  and  l^ptcmdrm.^^  For  other  remarks  on 
this  last  combiuatiofi,  see  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  March,  1858. 

PKEPAKATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

LeptMndrin, "    i-  to  1  grain  in  acuto  cases. 

"  '♦  •  1  to  2      "in  chronio    " 

Pills  of  Loptandrin,  ono  graiu, "     1  to  2. 

Liatris  Spicata. 

{Butlon  Snake  Boot.) 

Tonic,  diaphoretic,  alterativ^e  and  diuretic,  with  emmenagogue 
and  stimulant  properties.  Liatris,  in  the  form  of  decoction  or 
extract,  is  very  elhcacious  in  gonorrhea,  gleet  and  nephritic  dis- 
eases ;  useful  in  gravel  and  dropsy.  It  loi'ms  an  excellent  gar- 
gle in  sore  throat  .Reputed  beneficial  in  scrofula,  dyHinenor- 
]"h(  a,  amenorrhea,  after-pains,  etc.  Said  to  be  berielicial  in 
Briglit\s  disease,  in  connection  with  lycojyus  virrfmicus  and  al- 
Itiriiifarinosa. 

PIIEPARATIOXP. 

Fluid  Extracu Dose,  1  to  2  drams, 

Licii  riu "     4  to  8  grains. 

Ligusticum  Levisticnm. 

{Lovafje.) 

Stimulant  aromatic,  and  has  been  employed  as  a  carminative 
and  diaphoretic.  The  root,  stem,  leaves,  and  seeds  have  all  been 
employed  in  medicine.      The  root  and  seeds  are  the  most  es- 
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teeraefl.  The  extract  of  the  root  acts  upon  the  urinary  organs, 
increasing  the  flow  of  urine,  and  is  sometimes  efficacious  in  bring- 
ing away  gravel.  The  medical  qualities  of  lovage  have  made  the 
drug  available  in  removing  visceral  obstructions,  dispelling  flatu- 
lency, increasing  perspiration,  and  in  the  treatment  of  jaundice. 
It  is  often  abided  to  purgative  preparations,  on  account  of  its  aro- 
matic cjuiriliiutive  properties. 

PIIEPAR.ATTON. 

FIq-mI  Kxt;v,.cl Dose,  I  to  1  dram. 


Liriodendron  Tulipifera. 

{Whlk-Woofl) 

Liriodcridrnii  is  an  aronuitic,  stimulant  tonic  with  diaphoretic 
pro|)'/rLics.  It  lius  been  used  as  a  h^iibstiti-ito  for  Peruvian  bark, 
prov(nl  beiicficijil  in  inti^nnittcnta  chronic  rheumatism,  dyspepsia 
and  c)^]i('.v  coniplciints,  complicated  with  general  atony  of  the  sys- 
tem. Combined  v/ith  a  small  qu[i;jtity  of  lafid^mnm^  it  is  pro- 
nouiK-ed  circotual  in  hysteria,  and  said  to  be  advantageously 
ciiipLyed  to  abate  hectic  fevers,  night-sweats,  colliquative  diar- 
rhea of  phthisis.     See  Jouriial  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Ex'tract Doso  -J  to  1  dram. 


Lobelia  InfLata. 

{Lobelia.) 

Lobelia  is  cr.ietic,  nau-^eanf,  expectorant,  relaxant,  sedative, 
aiiti-.-p:i<ir.o(iic  juiJ  cliaplioreli.,  ;u^o  narcotic.  Wh';n  taken  in  a 
suni*..'  it  (I.--./  to  acL  as  .'lii  ernrt''.,  tlu^e  appciiirs  to  h-d  a  greater 
d";  III '.id  ^n'luf  ih.;  vital  po'uciis  tluni  boui  the  acnon  of  ip-^cacu- 
fijila.  It  p.'c.-i  ,'l>iy  i.*k.  .s  .-i  tshiyrter  ti/n  •  to  pro-luce  ew^s■^s',  than 
tilt.'.  loA,  ircUi-.d  anii;.!e,  :nid,  as  far  a-^  my  observation  has  extended, 
G[.. r..i.s  iiri,  Ij  ;,s  iriiiaiy — .'cielion  o.'curs  as  readily — the  pulse 
fis^inii^.s  I'i's:  vigwr  —  a  copious  warm  f)i'r?pirati('n  takes  place, 
and  \]u'  |tr...-iv'.;t  ilicls  a  glow  over  tlie  sarfaco  of  tlie  Vjody.  Prof. 
Dl.U]^'^■-o■•i  .r-ays  It  is  an  ao-o-'/mrcolf'c.  "  Narcotics  are  a^^ents  which. 
fust  e\'ciie  a.;d  then  diminish  nervous  action,  and,  in  sufficient 
doses,  stupefy." 

In  regard  to  the  caution  which  should  be  observed  in  adminis- 
tering l()bejia.  Dr.  Waring  remarks  as  follows:  "It  is  always  ad- 
visable to  commence  with  small  doses,  and  increase  them  as  the 
patient  is  able  to  bear  the  medicine,  discontinuing  its  use  if  it  cause 
nausea,  intermittent  pulse,  or  great  depression." 

It  is  said  to  have  been  suc<*eBsf  ully  employed  in  incipient  phthi- 
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sis,  hemoptjeis,  and  other  hemorrhages;  it  allays  irritation,  dimin- 
ishes the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  lessenvS  cough.  It  acts  some- 
what like  digitalis  in  abating  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  but  is 
devoid  of  the  dangerous  effects  rt^^^ulting  from  the  u.se  of  that 
agent.  Dr.  Cutler,  of  Mnssachaset\^,  usfd  it  r>i:ect>sfii]ly  in 
asthmo.  Dr  Btgelow  quota's  Dr.  Eaxi)AT>l  iif  stp.tin.tr  that  it  is 
as  successful  in  a>tb.ino  as  any  arti'.-lf  thnf.  h(.'  h:.<  trit^d.  and  that 
he  has  found  it  to  ninovc^  t]i<»  j\-!rox'  ^,nl.-^in  a  'jli(;rt  U\v...\  and  re- 
store tlie  p^'tient  to  quit  tude  niA    n  r>t. 

Dr.  Elligtson-,  of  Etiglar,-],  states  tliat  it  is  by  fir  thebf^st  medi- 
cine in  spasmodic  brcathii^o-  ln^  was  acqufii  uted  wi tlj.  "  Wi ^h  nmii y," 
says  Dr.  E.,  ^'it  acts  j-.s  a  clMrm  in  r'-ll-m  •,  and  in  b.Mior  twenty 
minutes  thev  will  be  ceru'-'llv  reJif'-ve'  so  tii'it<i!l  t\u)  oLlur  n  m'^- 
dies,  used  in  this  d.sfas-.  vsr  no.li'i),:  \vh'-"i  <-oni}):!"eil  wit'i  it."  A 
very  similar  opin'^^n  is  f^nt  /luivied  '.-v  Mr.  Bov/ImI,  who  pio^es- 
ses  to  have  Injd  miu.'h  e\:H.*ri-n(c  in  ■  s  ls<'.  A<voidir'i  t. ;  his 
statement,  many  are  n'li  'wd  or<l;:v.':i--^  <.'''  ili.'  b'.^ait  in  \  slioit  lime 
by  the  use  of  this  n;:.'ent.  it.  is  in  th  •  }]ip;ht  st  d<';rr**('  b<Mielicial, 
even  in  r^^g.^i .  dis^'jjsf.s  of  tli.  linig  its  ••!:'.  It  is  s:!i(llhil:  nothing 
approaches  tlu^  dinx-t  ai'd  spct-ilie  ac*i"n  of  lobelia  upon  th?;  mo- 
tor nerves  of  respiratioih  Said  to  be  more  s])e*'dy  und  more  cer- 
tain in  its  operation  than  digitalis,  and  m-'-re  direct  than  ipecaca- 
unha,  SCHLESIER  thinks  it  can  not  \>^  sufheiently  commend'd  in 
spasmodic  asthma.  Andrews,  Moekllt,  and  Todd  liold  to 
nearly  the  same  opinion.  In  s])asmodicor  stridulous  kryngitis,  lo- 
belia perfectly  fuliil Is  the  conditions  of  cure. 

A  writer  in  the  Sttihoseope  s.ivr; :  "  Alchouirh  I  have  '^rcn  it 
given  in  enormous  drs  s,  and  iu  n:any  insta'iCcs  injudiriously,  I 
have  never  seen  it  produc-i^  mMvo^iisin,  and  it  cert*  vAy  docs  not  ir- 
ritate the  storuich  as  mneh  as  ip'"<  aciinnija.  I  li'ivo  se*M)  pjj^ons 
who  h"d  takeii  lai^-rv*  (hs-,  s,  and  it.  fdh.  d  to  prodj.<:o  ct'i'^is-i'M^ro 
certainly  was  eonsid'  :•;d)^^  i  rostnron — aiid  1  I':;Vf'  '■.']\".  i'^ce'*  anv 
evil  elf' cts  p'odueed  hy  it  v,  li'ch  nr';-,'.\t  iiot  haiV  1  :  r-i,  p.  odn^'rd 
by  any  other  fmetie.  of  ;.1j...  :-  ni'^-  (  ^-.-■,^',  in  pfoj,  -'•[;.  ■i-d?  '^.  >•  s,  rnd 
in  ihe  same  eiu:ni:ist:.nr"  s.  I  w-  r.-  i'dfc  d  <<>  ■(  v  it,  'n.-.n  ti!  •  }•■.(> 
omm'-ndjitien  ol'  :  nth<>u'-:.  in  a  ea.-v  i>  .-  :-i;  (  <':>  :■  i'n  .-.  .[  f  m.d 
it  nioic  etV^  eUial  in  i-.'lax'i-g  ll.o  -]u..-:m,  red  ur  ;'.  c;!!'.:)  in  ■•^k[' 
fects  than   ariVtl.ii'iz;  d;-".     It  woidd   ficqiuiiMy  ]».''Vi'  1) '-lefieial 

«^  *  -^  Lai 

given  in  dram  (h  s-.  b,  so  as  1(/  ivuir!.  ate  ar.d  not  pi-  d.i.e^'  <  niesis.  If 
desirable  to  produce  eniCv-is,  from  li^'f  to  one  ounce  ef  the  tincture 
may  be  given.  Pjof.  Wood  says  he  has  dvrivtd  mo>"e  advantage 
from  it  in  that  disease  than  from  any  other  smglc  rtmedy.  The 
same  author  admits  it  may  do  good  in  chronic  bronchitis,  attended 
with  dyspnoea;  and  I  can  add  my  testimony  to  his,  and  say  that 
I  "have  derived  considerable  benefit  fiom  its  use  in  the  same  dis- 
ease, especially  in   children.     I  think  it  ought  to  supei-sede  the 
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use  of  tobaoco  eneraeta  for  the  purpose  of  relaxing  the  system, 
for  the  reduction  of  luxations  and  strangulated  hernia-  It  is  cer- 
tainly nota^  dangerous,  tmd  is  equally  as  efficacious.  In  laryn- 
gismus striduhis,  as  well  as  bronchitis,  tracheitis,  pertussis,  associ- 
ated or  not  with  other  remedies,  good  may  be  expected  from  its 
use;  so  also  ri  pneumonia,  when  tir,  antunony,  or  ij)eacuanha are 
contra-indicated  from  irritation  and  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  stomach,  small  doses  may  be  given  eveiy  hour  or  two 
to  induce  nausea. 

Lobelia  Compound. 

Loljelia^  hloodroot  anU  skunk  caJ)hage  enter  into  the  compos- 
ition of  this  preparation.  It  possesses  antispasmodic,  narcotic, 
stimulant  and  expectorant  pro[)erties.  Is  favorably  spoken  of  in 
chronic  catarrh,  and  bronchitis,  hysteria,  and  pulmonary  com- 
plaints, and  to  subdue  asthmatic  spasms.  There  arc  few  cases  in 
which  either  ingredient  is  indicated,  that  this  compound  does  not 
claim  the  preierence. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  expectorant, 10  to  60  drop53. 

"  **  **         emetic, J  to    1  drain. 

"     (comp.,)       "      i  to    1     ** 

Lobelin, i  to  1^  grains. 


Lycopns   Virginioua 

{Bagleweed,) 

Sedative,  tonic,  astringent  and  narcotic.  Used  successfully  ia 
incipient  phthisis,  hemoptysis  and  other  hemorrhages.  It  allays 
irritation,  diminishes  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  lessens  cougli. 
It  acts  somewhat  like  digitalis  in  abating  the  vclocitj^  of  the  pulse, 
and  is  devoid  of  the  dangerous  eflects  resulting  from  the  use  of 
that  drug.  Said  to  have  cured  diabetes  when  all  other  means 
were  useless.  Beneficial  in  chronic  diarrhea,  and  dysentery,  in- 
termitlcnts,  &c.  It  has  bi'cn  known  to  arrest  epistaxis  when  all 
other  reuiedies  failed.  The  late  Pr-jf  lialincsque  remarked:  "I 
consid(ir  the  buglcweod  a  vciy  good  substitute  for  all  narcotics, 
prussic  acid  and  oven  bleeding,  since  it  ])roduce3  the  same  state  of 
the  pulse  and  arb^rial  system  without  inducing  any  debility,  or 
acting  on  the  heart  and  brain  in  any  injurious  manner."  May  be 
used  in  humoral  asthma,  and  chronic  diarrhea. 

PREPARATION. 

FluidExtract, Dose,  1  to  2  (tAtn 
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MarrxLbixLm   Vulgare. 

(  Horehound, ) 

Stimulant  tonic,  expectorant,  and  diuretic.  It  is  used  in  the 
form  of  syrup,  in  coughs,  colds,  chronic  catarrh,  asthma,  and  all 
pulmonary  affections.  The  fluid  extract  made  into  a  warm  infu- 
sion will  produce  diaphoresis  and,  sometimes,  diuresis ;  has  been 
used  with  benefit  in  jaundice,  hoarseness,  amenorrhea,  and  hys- 
teria. The  extract  is  an  excellent  tonic  in  some  forms  of  dys- 
pepsia, acts  as  a  vermifuge,  and  will  be  found  efficacious  in 
checking  mercurial  ptyalism.  In  large  doses  it  purges.  It  is  ap- 
plicable to  all  cases  of  gastric  atony,  and  appears  to  have  a  special 
relation  to  the  respiratory  mucous  memoranes.  Much  benefit, 
Bavs  Dr.  A.  T.  Thompson,  has  been  produced  by  it  in  catarrh,  in 
which  there  is  much  cough,  with  copious  excretions  of  mucus, 
nocturnal  sweats,  and  great  prostration. 

The  warm  infusion  is  an  excellent  palliative  in  phthisis  and 
peripneumonia. 

PBEPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to    1  dram. 

Solid        "       "    6  to  10  grains. 

Fills,  2  grains "    2  to  6. 

Mentha  Piperita. 

{Peppermint.) 

Aromatic  stimulant,  carminative  and  stomachic.  It  is  the  most 
pleasant  of  all  the  mints ;  employed  in  medicine  for  several  pur- 
poses, principally  to  expel  flatus,  to  cover  the  unpleasant  taste  of 
other  medicines,  and  to  relieve  nausea,  and  griping  pains  of  the 
idimentarv  canal. 

The  oil  of  peppermint  has  been  recommended  in  puerperal 
fevers,  by  M.  Dove.  He  employed,  with  satisfactoir  results,  thirty 
to  forty  minims,  in  divided  doses,  in  the  twenty -four  hours,  A 
Stimulating  aperient  preceded  its  usa 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

Mentha  Viridis. 

(J^armint) 

Aromatic  carminative,  antispasmodic  and  stimulant.  It  is 
employed  in  flatulence,  and  to  relieve  the  pain  of  colic,  and 
considered  a  specific  in  allaying    nausea  and  vomiting.    The 
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fluid  extract  is  beneficial  in  higb  color  <3t  scaalding  urine,  difficult 
micturition,  &c.     The  tincture  has  been  found  serviceable  in  gon- 

fonorrhea,  strangury,  gravel,  and  as  a  local  application  to  pain^l 
emorrhoids. 

Its  principal  employment  is  for  its  febrifiige  and  diuretic  vir- 
tues. Pronounced  superior  io  jp^permint  as  a  febrifuge.  Thfe 
fluid  extract  made  into  a  warm  infusion  may  be  used  freely. 

Incompatibles, — Sulphate  of  iron,  nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  wt 
tckdj  &c. 

'PttKPlEATIOK. 

Fluli)  Extract Ddfld,  1  to  3  drami. 


iCyxica  deriifera. 

ISifild  astringent  and  stimulant  In  large  doses  it  is  -liable  to 
produce  emesis.  It  may  also  poBsess  fexpootorant  properties,  an- 
nected  with  its  acridness.  This  agent  is  considerably  ea^0mA 
by  a  class  of  physicians  in  the  management  of  strumous  coia- 
plaints,  jaundice,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  other  diseases  where 
an  a^ringfent  stimtiltot  is  needed  Dr.  Fahnestock'spea]^'''t%hlT 
of  its  efficiency  in  dysentery.  The  citmct  ptoves  very  bfehen- 
cial  as  a  gargle  and  injection,  in  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
throat,  leucorrhea,  &c. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to    2  drama. 

MyriclD, **     2  to  10  gralna. 


M3rrioa  Ghtle. 

{Sweet  QaU.) 

Acrid  stimulant,  and  astringent  In  large  ddSBS,  ih)r6Wtt'*fci 
emetic,  over-buideniaSg  the  stomiich  with  Btimiilits,  1^  e*thw5t 
Iftis  been  administered  With  ben^^flt  in  aJlurltea,  dytentery,  a«M 
diseases  where  'astnngettt  ^imfttlants  li*e  ^SAdidal^  It  has^liK> 
been  recommended  as  a  vermifti^,  bokh  te'iin  lat^wilil  ttttd  i^*t«r- 
nal  application. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Doae,  i  to  1  dram. 


ITdpeta  Cataria. 

Diaphoretic  and  ^miiiitttiVe,  *!iti^aJtfi6dic,  ^e«imettlig*Kt»«  a^d 
<Burefcic.  In  tr&i*m  iiifiitf bin  4he  ^klfriiet  i»  ttefed  in'  febrifedtoeaW*, 
^  a  diaphoretic,  «tnd  to  allajr  ^6!D*iilfiive  'kt^tito  tod  '^WS^JJ^ 
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sleep ;  it  is  also  given  as  a  carminative  and  anti<spasmodic  in  ^ 
flatulent  colic  of  children.  As  an  emmenagogue  or  uterine  tomC| 
it  has  proved  decidedly  beneficial  in  amenorrhea  and  dysmenor- 
rhea, and  has  likewise  been  successfully  employed  in  asthma,  l^g- 
teria  and  flatulent  colic  of  infants^ 

The  flaid  extract  of  catnip  and  saffron  in  the  form  of  a  ^anii 
infusion  is  a  very  populai*  remedy  in  colds  and  exanthematpiM 
diseases,  to  which  the  young  are  subjects  The  fluid  exiract  p» 
catmp^  valerian^  sculhap,  forms  an  excellent  ^ent  in  nervoushoad- 
ache,  restlessness  and  nervous  irritability.  This  agent  somQlim^ 
proves  efficacious  in  reistoring  the  menstrual  dood  after  ofiier  .i^eiji- 
edies  have  failed. 

Fluid  Extract DoBe,  2  lo  i  dsmm- 


NpmphcBa  Odorata. 

{Lay,   Whifys.) 

Astringent,  demulcent,  anodyne,  alterative,  anti-scrofiiloitt. 

It  is  a  popular  remedy  in  all  bowel  complaints,  and  emplpyeil 
as  an  astringent  in  gleet,  fluor  albus,  etc.  V  ery  beneficial  m  scro- 
fiila,  and,  combined  with  wild  chtTn/,  in  bronchial  affections.  A 
case  of  uterine  cancer,  which  had  obstinately  resisted  all  medicftl 
treatment,  is  mentioned  bv  Dr.  King,  as  having  been  perm^aeiit)y 
cured  by  the  fi-ee  use  of  the  root 

I  Matson  recommends  it  as  a  gargle  in  sore  throat  There  ia 
scarcely  anv  vegetable,  says  Bigelow,  which  affords  more  de(^<^ 
evidence  oi  astringency  than  the  root  of  this  plant;  formerly  cele- 
brated as  an  antaphrodisiac,  and  a  remedy  in  morbid  didGaai|ge& 
See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PRBPIBATIOX. 

Moid  Sxtract Dose,  J  to  1  dfMBL 


Opium. 

The  great  variety  of  indications  fulfilled  by  the  use  Qt  Qpivm^ 
and  its  extensive  applicabiHty  to  the  cure  of  disease,  have  in- 
corporated it  into  almost  every  practice  of  medicine.  It  is  in  ila 
primary  action,  excitant,  speedily  relieving  pain;  oc^ble  beyoufcd 
any  other  narcotic  of  producing  sleep ;  powerfully  anti-?^pagWiQdi«; 
possesses  the  power  of  allaying,  local  and  general  irritation;  Mip- 
presses  morbid  discharges;  and  in  combination  with  sm^ 4i0000 
of  emetic  medicines,  is  preemineiitly  a  diaphoretic 

"  Topically  it  is  a  dnect  stimulant  and  indirecft  sedative  of  ihb 
nervous,  muscular,  and    vascular  systema     A  moderate  doBOi 
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taken  while  in  health,  augments  the  volume  and  velocity  of  the 
pulse,  increases  the  heat  of  the  surface,  gives  energy  to  the  mus- 
cles, renders  the  mind  more  acute,  and  produces  a  general  excite- 
tnent  of  the  whole  system." 

Dr.  Waring  remarks  as  follows  on  the  use  of  opium :  "  Some 
persons  are  peculiarly  susceptible  to  the  use  of  opium,  and  are 
unable  to  take  even  the  smallest  dose  without  its  occasioning  de- 
lirium, a  high  state  of  nervous  imtability,  vomiting,  diarrhea, 
&c.  Where  this  idiosyncrasy  exists,  opium  should  not  be  given, 
unless  more  than  ordinary  circumstances  demand  it  When, 
however,  its  exhibition  is  necessary  in  these  subjects,  it  is  some- 
times tolerated,  if  given  in  the  form  of  an  enema ;  or,  if  given  by 
mouth,  a  few  grains  of  capsicum  will  be  found  to  allay  the  vom- 
iting, and  the  addition  of  camphor,  or  tartar  emetic,  will  in  a  great 
measure  obviate  the  irritability.  As  a  general  rule,  however, 
opium  should  not  be  given  in  any  form  in  these  cases. 

Infants  and  young  children  bear  the  exhibition  of  opium  badly. 

Numerous  are  the  instances  on  recoid  in  which  iwo  or  thrte 
drops  of  laudanum  have  produced  fatal  results  ir  young  children  ; 
and  opium  in  every  form  should  be  avoided,  unless  it  is  impera- 
tively called  for,  and  should  never  be  given  without  the  greatest 
caution.  It  should  be  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  prescribe  opiates  for  children,  those  preparations  whoso 
strength  is  regulated  by  a  certain  standard  sh(/uld  be  prefer)  ed  to 
those  whose  strength  is  variable  and  uncertain.  Thus,  tinctuia 
opii,  tinctura  camphorse  cum  opio,  and  Dover's  Powder,  are  pie- 
ferable  to  syrup  of  poppies^  the  strength  of  which  is  very  variable. 

Those  pcKons  who  are  unaccustomed  to  opium  require  a  much 
smaller  quantity  of  the  drug,  to  produce  a  certain  efiect,  than  those 
who  are  habituated  to  its  use. 

Combination  with  other  drugs  greatly  modifies  the  action  ot 
opium.  Ipecacuanha  increases  its  action  on  the  skin;  mercurials 
ODviate  its  constipating  influence ;  and  tartar  emetic  lessens  the 
action  which  it  would  other^ivise  esccite  in  the  neivous  system. 

When  a  large  dose  of  opium  has  teen  administered,«nn  the  pa- 
tient is  still  suffering  intense  pain,  how  long  should  we  wait  belore 
it  would  be  considered  safe  to  repeat  it  ?  This  question,  put  by 
Dr.  GriflBn,  is  answered  by  him,  that  half  an  hour  is  the  limit  with- 
in which  crude  opium  will  be  found  to  manifest  its  effects  ;  and 
that  the  dose  may  be  safely  repeated,  if  the  pain  or  spasm  be  not 
relieved,  however  often  it  may  be  given.  The  liquid  prepaiationa 
of  opium  act  rather  sooner  than  the  solid  di-ug. 

When  opium  is  given  for  the  rehef  of  pain,  particularly  of  a 
periodical  character,  a  third  part  of  the  dose  which  was  required 
to  relieve  the  paroxysm  is  required  to  prevent  its  recun^enca  In 
fict,  a  moderate  dose  given  in  the  interval  will  sometimes  prevent 
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the  aocesaion  of  the  fit,  when  no  quantity,  however  great,  can  con- 
larol  it,  after  it  has  once  set  in. 

When  opium  or  opiates  have  been  given  for  any  length  of  time, 
or  in  large  doses,  a  period  of  exhaustion  and  sinking  almost  in- 
variably ensues  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  after  the  drug 
has  been  discontinued.  A  great  amount  of  exhaustion  and  sink- 
ing has  been  observed  to  follow  the  omission  of  even  a  very  re-, 
duced  dose,  particularly  in  children.  A  little  nourishment,  or. 
some  slight  stimulant,  is  here  necessary. 

An  over-dose  of  opium  will  produce  effects  very  similar  to. 
those  of  an  under-dose.  Where  a  restless  night  has  resulted  frbia. 
an  over-dose  having  been  given,  sound  sleep  may  occur  next  night 
without  any  opium  whatever.  Again,  if  the  doses  of  opium  giveu 
with  advantage  during  the  existence  of  inflammation  be  continued 
wlien  this  has  subsided,  stupor,  or  troubled  sleep,  according  to 
the  degree  of  surplus  opium  given,  will  result. 

In  order  to  procure  sleep,  opium  should  be  given  an  hour  or  two. 
before  the  usual  hour  of  retiring  to  rest,  in  order  to  allow  the  stage 
of  excitement  to  pass  off  previous  to  that  time. 

When  from  irritability  of  the  stomach,  or  some  other  cause^^ 
opium  can  not  be  administered  by  mouth,  it  may  often  be  advan- 
tag  'ously  administered  in  the  form  of  enema ;  a  larger  dose,  a 
third  or  half  larger,  is  required  when  it  is  exhibited  in  the  latter 
mode.  It  may  also  prove  of  the  highest  service  when  applied  ex- 
ternally in  allaying  pain,  irritation,  and  inordinate  action,  not  only 
of  the  skin,  but  of  the  subjacent  tissues. 

As  a  diaphoretic,  opium  is  best  combined  with  ipecacuanha. 

Opiam  is  either  contra-indicated^  or  shoiM  be  given  with  caution^ 
in  Vie fdbwinj  dates:     1.  In  cerebral  affections  occurring  in  per- 
sons of  a  plethoric  habit,  and  where  congestion  of  the  vessels  ot 
the  brain  is  suspected.     2.  In  acute  sthenic  inflammation  in  ple- 
thoric subjects,  previous  to  the  employment  of  depletion.     3.  la 
pulmonary  affections,  when   the  cough  is  dry  ani  hard,  and  the. 
expectoration  is  diflicult  and  scanty.     4.  In  affections  of  mucous 
membranes  of  the  air-passages,  attended  with  copious  secretion. 
In  such  conditions  the  narcotizing  influence  of  opium,  by  dimin-. 
ishing  the  respiratory  function,  has  often  prove  1  fatal.     5.  In  mor- 
bid stales  of  the  body,  where  venous  congestion  is  evident      6. 
Whilst  the  urine  is  scanty  and  high-colorel     Alkalies  should,  m. 
such  a  case,  be  gonerally  administered  first;  but  if  the  symptoms 
be  urgent,  an  I  opium  is  imperatively  called  for,  it  should  be  giveu 
in  combination  with  alkalies.      7.  During  pregnancy.      Dr.  Den- 
man  states  that  he  is  persuaded  that  the  frequent  use  of  opiates 
by  pregnant  women  is  prejudicial  to  the  foetus,     8.  In  fevers  and 
other  morbid  states,  accompanied  by  contraction  of  the  pupils. 
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Opium,  Aqueous. 

{Opium^  Aqueous.) 

On  some  constitutions,  opium  produces  peculiar  eftects,  widely 
different  from  its  usual  mode  of  operation ;  such  as  great  sick- 
ness and  vomiting,  restlessness,  headache,  delirium,  and  even 
obstinate  wakefulness.  The  secretions,  all  of  them,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  that  from  the  skin,  are  either  suspended  or  diminished 
after  the  administration  of  opium.  These  general  ill  effecte  of 
opium  are  owing  to  the  presence  of  certain  deleterious  principles 
contained  in  it,  and  which,  when  extracted  from  the  drug,  do  not 
Retract  from  its  specific  and  highly  remedial  qualities.  This  pre- 
paration is  the  pure  aqueous  extract  of  opium,  with  those  princi- 
jSes  separated  from  it  which  are  productive  of  the  injurious  ef- 
fects of  its  usual  administration. 

The  aqueous  solution  possesses  all  the  anodyne,  sedative,  and 
antispasmodic  effects  of  opium,  and  of  the  various  preparations  of 
Ais  well  known  and  useful  medicine,  and  is  superior  to  any 
before  the  public.  It  is  the  result  of  many  years  observation  and 
Study  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  in  the  country,  and 
was  used  in  a  long  and  extensive  practice. 

It  is  a  very  pleasant  anodyne  and  anti-spasmodic,  much  used  to 
Idlay  cough  in  chronic  catarrh,  asthma,  consumption,  &c. ;  to  re- 
lieve nausea  and  slight  pains  in  the  stomach  and  bowels ;  to  check 
diarrhea ;  and  in  infantile  cases  to  procure  sleep. 

It  may  be  used  when  the  crude  drug  usually  would  be.  It  is 
of  the  strength  of  laudanum,  and  may  be  given  in  similar  doses. 

Many  physicians  have  long  used  an  empirical  aqueous  solution, 
and  differing  only  from  the  officinal  solution,  in  mode  of  prepara- 
fion. 

Kepose  is  usually  induced  by  the  minimum  dose,  but  in  obsti- 
nate irritation,  the  dose  can  be  repeated  several  times  with  safety. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  tnis  preparation  are,  that  con- 
fJtipation  and  unpleasant  consequences  following  the  administra- 
tion of  opium  in  its  ordinary  forms  are  wholly  or  nearly  avoided. 

ThiB  preparation  may  be  administered  as  an  anodyne  or  to  in- 
duce rest,  when  opium  itself  can  not  be  prescribed  with  safety. 

IncompaJtibles. — Ammonia,  carbonates  of  potassa  and  soda,  nit- 
rate of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  salts  of  copper,  iron  and  zinc,  astrin- 
gent infusions,  &c. 

PREPARATIONS. 

fihiid  Extract,  (for  infants), Dose,  3  to  10  dro||L 

*»  (foradults), "   16  to  60     " 

Papaver  Somnifennn. 

{Poppy,) 
Poppy  capsules,  though  similar  in  their  effects  to  optum,  are 
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much  weaker  in  their  action.  They  are  used  in  decoction,  emul- 
sion, syrup  or  extract  to  calm  irritation,  relieve  pain  and  promote 
rest  The  decoction  forms  a  common  fomentation,  which  is  ap- 
plied to  bums,  inflamed  or  excoriated  parts.  Over  ordinary  opi- 
ates the  syrup  has  the  positive  advantage  of  a  less  disagreeable 

PBEPARATION& 

• 

S%]jd  ExtrfiQt D3S9,  i  to    1  dram. 

Sriid       "'    "     atolOgrains. 

B^teaggrws "     2to   6. 

Ph3rtola'CQa  Deoandra. 

(Poke.) 

Smetic,  cathartic,  alterative,  atiti herpetic,  and  somewliat  nar* 
^tic.    In  doses  of  from  one  to  five  grams  it  acts  as  an  alterative. 

The  extrax)t  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  the  removal  of  thoge 
severe  pains  attending  mercurio-syphilitic  affections,  in  which  it 
is  more  beneficial  than  opium.  It  is  said  to  have  been  success- 
felly  employed  in  chronic  rheumatism  and  in  hemorrhoids. 

Its  emetic  action  is  characterized  by  slowness,  not  producing 
any  special  effect  till  some  time  after  it  has  been  taken,  and  then 
continuing  to  act  for  a  considerable  time  upon  the  stomach  and 
l)owels.  This  action  is  not  attended  with  much  pain  or  spasm, 
but  narcotic  effects  have  been  observed,  such  as  drowsinesp,  verti- 
go, and  dimness  of  vision.  In  small  doses  it  partakes  of  altera- 
tive powers,  exciting  the  whole  glandular  system,  and  producing 
highly  beneficial  results  in  syphilitic,  scrofulous,  rheumatic,  ana 
6ijitaneous  diseases. 

The  root  roasted  in  hot  ashes  until  soft,  and  then  mashed  and 
applied  as  a  poultice,  is  unrivaled  in  felons  and  humors  of  vari- 
ous kinds.  It  discusses  them  rapidly,  or  if  too  far  advanced,  hastens 
their  suppuration. 

It  is  said  to  have  been  used  with  good  effect  in  paralysis  ot  th^ 
intestines.  The  ointment  has  been  employed  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  the  treatment  of  felons,  sanious  ulcers,  cutaneous  erup- 
tions, itch,  hemorrhoids,  and  cancer.  In  this  last  disease,  Dr^ 
Bone  combined  it  with  gunpowder.  It  is  asserted  that  poke  is  a 
sure  cure  for  syphilis  in  .all  its  stages,  without  the  use  of  mercury. 

The  phytolaccin  of  Tilden's,  which  seems  to  be  the  chief  active 
principle,  is  now  used  successfullv  as  an  alterative  tonic  in  doses 
of  from  one-fourth  to  one  grain. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Doss,  10  to  30  drops. 

Solid         "       "       1  to    4  grains. 

Pby,tolficcio, r *'      J  to    1       *' 


n  bupfejEMskt  to  tbm 

Pills  of  Phytolacca,  1  grain Dose,  1  to  4. 

"     Phytolaccin,  i  "     "    1  to  2. 


Pinus  Canadensis. 

{Hemlock,) 

This  is  a  common  forest  tree,  found  in  great  abundance  in  the  Brit- 
ish Provinces,  in  North  AmericS,,  and  in  most  of  the  New  England 
States,  and  also  in  the  mountainous  regions  of  the  Middle  StatesL 
The  bark  contains  a  large  amount  of  tannin,  and  is  extensively 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  leather.  The  whole  plant  contains  an 
oleo-resinous  substance,  which  is  manifest  by  its  fragrant  exhala- 
tions. The  extract,  furnished  from  the  bark,  is  a  valuable  remedy 
in  the  treatment  of  chronic  diarrhea,  in  the  last  stages  of  dysen- 
tery,*^and  cholera  infantum.  The  valuable  astringent  properties 
have  suggested  its  employment  in  hemorrhoids,  menorrnagia,  &c., 
as  well  as  in  many  other  cases,  in  which  matico,  tannin,  and 
rhatany  have  been  ably  defended. 

PREPABATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Piper  AngnstifolJTiTn. 

(Matzco.) 

Aromatic,  tonic,  stimulant,  and  styptic.  Its  therapeutical 
agency  is  highly  recommended  in  hemoptysis,  hematemesis,  dysen- 
tery and  hematuria,  in  doses  of  one  dram  of  the  powdered  leaves^ 
or  one  fluid  dram  of  the  fluid  extract  four  times  a  day.  Hem- 
orrhage from  the  nose  or  uterus  has  been  arrested  by  the  internal 
administration  of  matico,  after  other  remedies  had  completely 
failed  to  control  the  bleeding.  As  an  internal  remedy  it  has  also 
been  successfully  employed  in  diseases  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
as  gonorrhea,  leucorrhea,  menorrhagia,  catarrh  of  the  bladder, 
hemorhoids  and  epistaxis. 

The  leaves  form  a  superior  medicinal  styptic  for  arresting  hem- 
orrhage from  wounds,  leech-bites,  &c.  The  downy  part  of  th© 
leaf  is  said  to  be  the  most  active  part  Also  applied  to  ulcers. 
Its  essential  oil  is  recommended  m  the  treatment  of  gonorrhea. 
See  Journal  oi.  Materia  Medica,  vol.  5. 

PREPARATION. 

Kliiid  Extract Dose,  4  to  2  drama 


Piper   CubebaD. 

(Cubebs.) 
Cubebs  is  a  well  tried  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhea. 
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It  is  aromatic,  pungent,  stimulant^  and  pargative,  and  acts  as  & 
specific  in  arresting  gonorrheal  discharges.  It  has  also  been  given 
in  leucorrhea,  cystirrhea,  abscess  of  the  prostate  gland,  piles,  and 
chronic  bronchial  inflammation.  The  use  of  cubebs  is  contra-in- 
dicated during  a  high  inflammatory  condition,  and  is  advised  to 
be  used  in  gonorrhea  only  when  the  inflammatiou  is  confined  to 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra.  Dr.  Dieters  extols  theusd 
of  cubebs  in  involuntary  micturition,  or  incontinence  of  urine, 
given  in  tolerably  large  doses  twice  a  day,  for  from  three  to  eight 
weeks.  It  is  highly  valued  by  many  practitioners  in  the  blennor- 
rhea of  females,  as  well  as  in  leucorrhea.  It  has  the  power  of 
arresting  excessive  discharges  from  the  urethra. 

« 
PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Cubebs, Dose,  i  to  H  drams. 

*•       *»  **     Ethereal, **  1  to  2        " 

Solid      "  »*  2  to  20  grains. 

Pills  of  Extract  Oubeb^s  2  grams, **  1  to    6. 

**  "  and  Copaiba,  3  %r» *♦  2  to    4. 

"  '•       Copaiba,  and  Cit.  Fron,  3  gr.  "  I  to    4. 

**  "  and  Alum,  3  grains, **  2  to    4. 

•*  "    and  Ext.  Rhatany  and  Iron, .  "  1  to    8. 

Pil)er  Nigrum, 

{Black  Pepper!) 

Black  Pepper  is  a  warm  carminative  stimulant  It  appears,  itt 
common  with  cubebs,  to  exercise  a  specific  influence  on  the  mu- 
cous membranes  of  the  rectum  and  genito-urinary  organs.  In 
large  doses,  it  produces  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  and  acts  aa 
an  irritant  poison.  Its  chief  medicinal  application  is  to  excite  tho 
languid  stomach  and  correct  flatulence.  In  intermittent  fever, 
when  the  stomach  is  not  duly  susceptible  to  the  action  of  quinia,  aa 
sometimes  in  drunkards,  pepper  may  be  found  a  useful  adjuvant 
to  the  more  powerful  febrifuge. 

Dyspeptic  persons  have  been  greatly  benefited,  and  sometimes 
cured  by  the  use  of  pepper  alona  Cases  of  gonorrhea  are  men- 
tioned, in  which  this  remedy  proved  eflectual. 

Dr.  Brodie  advises  the  persistent  use  of  this  drug  in  chroniq 
cases  of  hemon^hoids  occurring  in  old  persons,  or  proceeding  from 
debility.     An  aperient  should  occasionally  be  given. 

Conira-indications. — Inflammation  of  the  rectum  and  intestinea 

Incompatibles. — Vegetable  astringents. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Flnid  Extract Doso,  10  to  20  drope. 

Pills  oi  Piperin,  i  grain "       2  to   4. 


Podophyllum  Peltatum. 

{Mandrake,) 

Mandrake  is  cathartic,  emetic,  altera^bive,  anthelmintic,  hydi?^ 
gogue  and  sialagogae. 

The  root  of  podophyllum  is  a  sure  and  active  cathartic,  in  whi^ 
^Iira43ter  it  deserves  a  high  rank  among  our  indigenous  producx-^ 
ligna.  We  have  no  native  plant  that  answers  better  tiie  commc^ 
ff^rpose  cy£  jalapy  aloes  and  rhubarb^  and  which  is  more  safe  ani^ 
mildin  itsop^ation.  It  acts  principally  a^  a  cathartic;  dru^^ 
i^iso  as*  an  emetic^  if  taken  in  quantity ;  laxcUivej  if  thedosa(9  admm^ 
istered  are  moderate.  It  promotes  glandulaor  action,  exeHing  uimh 
a  powerful  influence  on  the  condition  of  the  cutaneous  tissue,  and 
regulates  the  circulatory  system. 

As  a  deobstruent,  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  our  materia 
medica,  acting  through  and  upon  all  the  tissues  of  the  system, 
and  its  aetion  continues  for  a  long  time.  In  bilious  and  typjioid 
febrile  diseases,  it  is  very  valuable  as  a  cathartic,  or  emetico- 
cathartic,  often  breaking  up  the  disease  at  once. 

A  moderate  use  of  the  podophyllum  is  effectual  in  chronic  he- 
patitis ;  and,  indeed,  all  cafi<^  of  hopa,tie  derangement,  whether  of 
short  or  long  standing,  are  overcome  by  this  treatment. 

There  is  not  its  superior  in  the  whole  range  of  medicines,  arous- 
ing the  liver  to  a  more  healthy  action,  increasing  the  flow  of  bile, 
and  keeping  up  these  actions  longer  than  any  other  agent  with, 
which  we  are  acquainted  In  alterative  doses,  it  has  been  found 
exceedingly  valuable  in  scrofula,  syphilitic  diseases,  rheumatism^ 
Ac.  In  constipation,  it  acts  upon  the  bowels,  without  disposing 
them  to  subsequent  costivenesa  It  has  likewise  been  founa  very 
beneficial  in  dysmenorrhea,  amenorrhea,  incontinence  of  urine, 
worms,  and  some  affections  of  the  bladder. 

It  promotes  free  action  of  the  kidneys,  arousing  the  absorbents, 
being  a  regulator  of  all  secretions,  so  far  as  any  one  medicine  can 
be,  and  exerts  a  complete  influence  over  the  pathologic  condition 
of  the  blood,  preventing  its  strong  determination  to  any  part  where 
eongestion  or  incipient  inflammation  would  be  produced — as,  for 
instance,  in  the  brain.  In  intermittent  fevers,  in  inflammation  of 
the  brain,  and  in  dropsical  affections,  it  has  been  used  with  marked 
success,  acting  as  a  powerful  cholagogue  and  deobstruent,  at  the 
same  time  restoring  and  equalizing  the  circulation.  It  has  been 
deemed  advisable  by  some  physicians,  to  give  in  connection  i/srith 
Ae  podophyllum  some  slight  cathartic,  as  the  bitartrate  of  po- 
tassa,  if  speedy  action  is  desirable, 

PODOPHVLLIN,  the  active  principle  of  Mandrake, — This  is  an  al- 
terative and  cathartic,  and  acts  in  many  respects  like  mercurial 
preparatiQns.     It  rouses  the  liver  to  vigorous  action,  stimulates 
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tbe  kidneys,  promotes  expectoi^ation,  augments  the  glandular  fuuo- 
tions,  and  cleanses  the  canal  of  all  imtating  substances.  Its  range 
of  application  is,  perhaps,  more  extensive  than  any  other  cathartic 
medicine.  Very  much  might  be  said  in  regard  to  its  merits  and 
m^ode  of  application. 

It  exerts  a  favorable  influence  on  the  cutaneous  tunctions,  pro- 
ducing and  maintaining  a  constant  moisture  of  the  skin.  It  pro* 
duces  ptyalism  in  some  persons,  and  is  said  to  produce  a  pow«r* 
fill  and  lasting  impression  upon  the  glandular  system  and  secretory, 
oigans,  unequalled  by  any  other  article. 

It  is  .useful  in  scrofulous  diseases,  hepatic  affections,  dysnidUr 
orrhea,  gonorrhea;  also  administered  beneficially  in  jaundie^^^ 
dropsy,  dysentery,  diarrhea,  bilious,  remittent,  and  intermittiGMlJl 
jfigvers,  typhoid  fever,  and  all  glandular  enlargements.  Whea  in 
combination  with  leptandrin,  it  foi*ms  an  exceedingly  valuftb^ 
and  elective  alterative  and  cholagogue.  There  is  not  a  bettisfi 
oholagogue  preparation  known  in  medicine  thajQ  'the  combias^tjLoA 
of  podophyllin  and  leptandria  For  further  illustration  of  th^ 
properties  of  podophyllum  and  leptandra,  see  Journal  of  Ma^nfih 
medica,  March,.  June,  July,  18q8, 

Podophyllum  Compound. 

The  c5onstituents  of  this  compound  are  mandrake^  senna  and 
jqilap,.  It  acts  as  an  antibilious  purgative  ;  and  may  be  used  ia 
cases  where  the  object  is  to  produce  prompt  and  copious  evacua- 
tion, where  an  active  impression  is  required  to  remove  from  tha 
intestinal  tube  irritating  substances. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fhiid  Extract Dope,  ^  to    1  dram. 

"      Compound "  i  to    2     " 

Solid        "       "  3  to  12  grains. 

Podophyllin ., "  -^  to    f  and  1  to  2  gre. 

puis  of  Podophyllin,  ^  grain "  2  to    4. 

"      Kxt,  Podophyllum,  1  grain "  3  to    8. 

"     Podophyllum  and  Blue  Mass,  3  grs. "  1  to    2. 

Polygala  Senega. 

{Sendca.) 

This  plant  is  an  active  stimulant,  increasing  the  force  of  Urn 
carculation,  especially  that  of  the  pulmonary  vessels ;  it  has  been 
foond  very  useful  in  typhoid  inflammation  of  the  lunga  Dr. 
Brandreth,  of  Liverpool,  has  derived  great  service  from  its  em- 
ployment, in  cases  of  lethargy,  in  the  torm  of  an  extract,  com- 
bined with  carbonate  of  ammonia.  It  has  been  given  in  hydi'opio 
cases ;  and  as  it  sometimes  promotes  plentiful  discharges  by  urine, 
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stool,  and  perspiration,  it  is  frequently  the  means  of  removing  the 
disease  B,wdr  tne  ordinary  cathartics,  diuretics,  and  hydr.)gjgae» 
have  failed.  Dr.  Milna  spoke  highly  of  th3  decojti  m,  joined  with 
hi-tartrate  of  potash,  in  dropsy.  Dr.  Percival  administered  it  in 
hydrops  pectoris.  It  has  been  employed  in  nervous  affections  and 
hectic  fever,  in  hydrothorax,  from  its  stimula*;ing  effect  on  the  kid- 
neys, and  in  diseases  of  the  lungs,  from  its  augmenting  the  absorb- 
ent forces.  In  pneumonia,  after  bleeding,  and  in  the  typhoid 
stage,  it  is  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  promoting  expectoration  ; 
at  an  earlier  period,  it  is  too  stimulating.  Dr.  Bru  found  it  emi- 
nently useful  in  the  asthma  of  old  people,  and  in  the  latter  stages 
ot  croup  ;  and  Dr.  Chapman  found  it  efficacious  in  recent  cases  of 
amenorrhcea 

Seneka  may  be  given,  as  Dr.  Chapman  judiciously  advised,  in 
typhoid  pneumonia,  in  the  decline  of  the  ordinary  form  of  the  dis- 
ease, or  when  it  £ittacks  old  or  feeble  persons.  It  is  d  ^ci  ledly  bene- 
ficial in  subacute  and  chronic  inflammation  of  the  bronchia,  and 
in  bronchorrhoea  It  is  considered  by  some  as  one  of  the  most 
active  and  certain  emmenagogues.  Some  of  the  German  writers 
attribute  to  this  article  a  very  problematical  influence  over  scrofu- 
lous inflammations  of  the  conjunctiva,  cornea,  &c.,  includmg  those 
which  involve  a  rheumatic  or  gouty  element 

Dr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  extravagantly  praises  seneka,  as  a 
remedy  for  croup,  representing  it  as  being  capable,  unassisted  by 
other  remedies,  of  removing  the  alarming  disease.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  6. 

Contra-indtcalions.  —  All    active  inflammatory  conditions,   es- 
pecially of  the  lungs. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  20  lo  40  drops. 


Polygomim  Punctatum. 

{Water  Pepper.) 

Water  pepper  possesses  stimulant,  diuretic,  emmenagogue  and 
diaphoretic  properties ;  highly  recommended  in  amenorrhea.  Dr. 
Eberle  testifies  that  he  employed  it  in  twenty  cases,  and  was  never 
more  successful.  Dr.  Ogiee,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  published  many 
cases  of  catamenial  suppression,  in  which  water-pepper  proved 
eminently  serviceable. 

In  combination  with  sulphate  of  iron  and  gum  myrrhj  it  is 
said  to  have  cured  epilepsy — ^probably  dependent  on  so  Jie  uteri le 
derangement  The  infusion  in  coli  water,  whicli  may  be  read- 
ily prepared  from  the  fluid  extract,  has  been  found  serviceable  in 
gravel,  colds  and  coughs,  and  mixed  with  wheat  bran,  in  bowel 
complaints. 


JOURNAL  OF  ICATKBIA  MBDICA.  77 

.  Antiseptic  and  vesicant  virtues  are  also  claimed  for  it  Sim* 
mered  in  water  and  vinegar,  it  has  proved  useful  in  gangrenous,  or 
mortified  conditions.  The  extract  in  the  form  of  infusion  or  fo- 
mentation has  been  beneficially  applied  in  chronic  ulcers  and 
hemorrhoidal  tumors,  alsoa  wash  in  chronic  erysipelatous  inflam-*, 
mations,  and  as  a  fomentation  in  tympanitis  and  flatulent  colia 
The  infusion  in  cold  water  is  recommended  in  ptyalism. 

PREPARATION& 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  10  to  60  drops. 

Solid      *'       "       2to    3grains. 


Populns  Tremuloides. 

{Poplar,) 

Poplar  possesses  tonic  and  febrifuge  properties.  It  may  be  used 
with  beneficial  results  in  intermittents,  remittents,  impaired  di- 

Sestion,  chronic  diarrhea,  and  in  cases  where  the  system  has  been 
ebilitateA 

This  agent  has  proved  serviceable  as  a  diuretic,  and  employed 
with  considerable  success  in  gonorrhea,  gleet  and  many  other  uri- 
nary aftefctions.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2. 

PREPARATIONS. 

%  Fluid  Kztract Dose,  i  to  1  dram.  * 

Vi*pulin "    4  to  8  grains. 


Prinos  Verticillatus. 

{Black  Alder.) 

Tonic,  alterative,  astringent,  and  as  a  local  application,  stimu- 
lant Recommended  in  intermittent  fevers,  diarrhea  and  other 
diseases,  connected  with  debility,  especially  mortification  and 
gangrene.  It  is  a  popular  remeay  in  gangrenous  or  flabby  and 
ill  conditioned  ulcers,  and  in  chronic  cutaneous  eruptions,  given 
internally ;  applied  externally  in  form  of  wash  or  poultica 

It  has  been  employed  with  good  effect  in  jaundice,  also  obtained 
considerable  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  dropsy.  The  medi- 
cinal reputation  of  prinos  are  so  highly  valued  that  it  has  become 
an  ingredient  of  several  syrups.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medicdi, 
vol.  1. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 


Pronus  Virgirdana, 

{Wild  Cherry.) 
Uniting  with  a  tonic  power  the  property  of  quieting  irritation 


Y8  strppLEirtWr  ro  Tia^ 

and  diminishing  nervou'?  excitability,  it  is  adapted  to  cases  whcT3 
Ihe  digestire  powers  are  impaired  with  general  local  irritation  ex- 
isting at  the  same  time. 

It  is  useful  in  all  diseases  where  it  is  of  importance  to  impart 
teii'cttv,^and  yet,  to  avoid  any  undue  excitement  of  the  heaft 
«ii  d  blood-TCBsels,  as  for  instance,  daring  the  first  stage  of  ooa- 
valescence  from  inflammatory  attacks,  and  in  many  palmonary 
diseases.  Its  uses  are  indicated  in  all  cases  requiring  the  use  of 
a  general  tonic,  particularly  in  cases  of  the  impairment  of  the  eon- 
fftitutibh  by  dyspepsia,  indigestion,  &c. ;  in  dyispepsia  attended 
with  neuralgic  symptoms,  and  general  debility  following  inflam- 
matory fevers ;  in  diseases  in  which  debility  of  the  system  is  united 
with  general  local  irritation. 

On  account  of  its  gently  astrineent  properties  united  with  its  se- 
dative action,  it  has  been  found  nig^ly  benefioial  in  complaifiits  in- 
eid^tt  to  t^e  summer  months,  in  diarrhea,  ohronic  diarrhea, ^iod 
la  preventing  the  weakness  and  rdaxotion  of  the  bowek  iriudi 
produce  them. 

Wild  Gh&ny 


Wild  cherry^  horehound,  lettuce,  verairum  and  hloodrooty  form 
this  compound.  It  is  admirably  well  adapted  to  those  debilitated 
states  of  the  system  complicated  with  nervous  irritability  and 
cougL  It  operates  with  magical  efficacy  in  the  convalesce&t  sta- 
ges of  inflammatory  attacks,  and  pulmonary  a£S9ction& 

PBEPABATIOirS. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Wild  Cherry, Dose,  2  to  4  drams. 

"  "  Ootnpotmd **    ito2       " 

PniDin, "    3  to  6  grains. 

Wine  of  Wild  Cherry, "    1  to  ^hIimis. 

Feimted  WIno  of  WiW  Cherry, **    lto4     ** 

Ptelea  Trifoliata. 

{Ptdea) 

Pare,  unirriteting  tonic  Used  in  intermittent  and  remittent 
fevers,  and  all  eases  where  tonics  are  indicated.  It  is  twom- 
teended  in  asthma  and  pubnonary  affections,  and  stated  to  be 
tolen^tod  by  the  stomach,  when  other  tonics  are  rejected.  It^vids 
tone  to  the  appetite,  stimulates  the  stomach  to  healthy  action,  Q,tA 
promotes  the  early  re-establi^mieiit  of  digestioa 

Professor  J.  D.  Jones  claims  for  this  medicine  soothing  influ- 
ences when  applied  to  mucous  membranes,  and  states  that  he  has 
derived  great  benefit  firom  its  use  in  convalescence  from  fevers, 
and  debidity  connected  with  gastro-enteric  irritation. 

PRRPABATIONS. 

Flutd  Bxtraot ..Doee,  16  to  40  droj^ 


FtLlm&tt&i^a  Offiertnalis. 

{LtmgiaorL) 

Deflatdceiit  and  muGilaginous*  It  may  be  used  in  all  dases 
'irtk^te  this  tjrpe  of  ^igen-fes  is  indicated.  Employed  in  catarrhal  aiM 
"IfittoChial  affections,  consumption,  hemoptysis,  tubercular  diatheste 
Had  pulmonary  disorders  genetally. 

PBBPARATTON. 

Fluid  Extract Done,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Pyrethrum  Partheninm. 

{Feverfew.) 

Tonic,  carminative,  emmenagogue,  vennifuge  and  stimulant 
'^e  fluid  extract  made  into  a  warm  infusion  is  an  excellent 
yfeWaedy  in  colds,  'flatulency,  worms,  in-egular  menstruation^  hyste- 
irta,  suppression  of  urine,  and  in  some  febiile  disea^^es.  The  c6itt 
inftision  or  extract  makes  a  valuable  tonic.  The  ex.tract  of  fever- 
few in  conjunction  with  the  compound  spirits  of  lavender,  forma 
a  Very  efficient  medicine  in  hysteria  and  flatulency. 

PEBl^AftATION. 

¥kdd  Extract Doee,  7  to  1  dra^a. 

■  ■         I    ■■■■■■ 

Quercus  Alba. 

{White    Oak) 

White  oaik  bark  is  somewhat  tonic,  powerfully  astringent,  and 
antiseptic.  Used  with  advantage  in  intermittent  fever,  obstinate 
chronic  diarrhea,  chronic  mucous  discharges,  and  in  certain  fornus 
of  passive  hemorrhages ;  likewise  in  phthisis,  and  diseases  attended 
trith  great  prostration,  colliquative  sweats,  &c.  It  will  be  found 
vmy  serviceable  when  administered  to  sickly  and  debilitated  chil- 
dren, and  in  severe  diarrheas,  particularly  when  the  result  of  fe- 
veto.  Aromatics,  and  sometimes  eastor-oil  are  essential  adjuvants 
ki  dysenteric  and  diarrhetic  cuses.  Drs.  Ballard  and  Garrod  statup^ 
Aat  they  know  of  few  "remedies  more  useful  in  leuoorrhea  THe 
dec5C)ction  forms  ati  excellent  gargle  for  relaxed  uvula  and  tacftte 
tiiroat,'at)d  an  astringent  injection  for  leucorrhea,  pmlapsuaiuii, 
hemnorrhoids,  &a    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica.  vol.  1. 

PlBtBPAlUTIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  ^  to    1  dram. 

Solid       "     *'  10  to  20  graina. 

Pilla,  2  gnOna. "     5  to  10. 


8#  fiUPPLEHBNT  TO  THE 

Rhaxzixiiis  Cathartiotis. 

(Bitd^thom,) 

Hydra^gue  cathartic  It  was  formerly  held  in  high  esteem  for 
its  remedial  virtues  in  the  treatment  of  dropsy,  gout  and  rheuma- 
tism. It  is  used  mainly  as  a  syrup,  adjuvant  to  hydragogue  or 
diuretic  mixtures.  Buckthorn  possess  s  griping  qualities,  and 
should  always  be  administered  in  combination  with  carminativea 

PBEPARATION. 

Fhud  Extract Doee,  Idnun. 


Khenm  Palmatnm. 

(Rhubarb,) 

The  medicinal  properties  of  rhubarb  are  peculiar  and  valuabia 
Its  most  remarkable  peculiarity  is  the  union  of  the  cathartic  aod 
astriogent  power,  the  latter  not  interfering  with  the  former,  as  the 
purgative  eflFect  precedes  the  astringent  Prom  its  mildness  it  is 
an  appropriate  laxative  in  mild  cases  of  diarrhea,  chronic  diarrheas 
and  dysentery,  by  fir-^t  evacuating  any  irritaing  matter  contained 
in  the  bowels,  and  afterwards  acting  as  an  astringent.  Also  in 
convalescence  from  exhausting  diseases,  enfeebled  condition  of  tho 
bowels,  dyspepsia  attended  with  constipation,  and  scrofulous  en- 
largement of  the  lymphatic  glands.  It  is  one  of  the  best  laxatives 
for  general  use  in  infancy,  lor  it  is  not  apt  to  act  with  unexpected 
violence,  and  its  tonic  and  astringent  virtues  rvinder  it  peculiarly 
fit  for  the  treatment  of  infantile  eases  attended  with  enfeebled  di- 
gestion and  irritation  of  the  alimentary  canal,  as  well  as  in  a  va- 
riety of  children's  complaints,  as  cholera  infantum,  summer  com- 
plaints, &c. 

In  nervous  and  putrid  fevers  it  is  preferable  to  saline  and  other 
purgatives.  Dr.  S.  Jackson,  late  of  Northumberland,  speaks  of 
rhubarb  as  a  remedy  of  surprb-ing  efficacy  in  piles,  when  laxa- 
tives aro  needed.  He  directs  a  piece  about  ten  grains  in  weight 
to  be  chewed,  or  rather  slowly  dissolved  in  the  mouth  every  nighty 
or  less  frequently  according  to  the  degree  of  constipation  present. 
Deocer  recommended  this  agent  in  all  stages  of  dysentery  as  abun- 
dantly able  to  effect  the  cure  alone.  Powdered  rbubarb  has  been 
recommended  by  Home  as  an  application  to  old  and  indolent  ul« 
cers  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  their  granulation.  The  fluid 
extract  is  a  safe  and  convenient  preparation  in  most  cases  where 
a  laxative  is  indicated. 

Rhubarb  and  Senna. 
A  combination  of  rhubarb  and  senna  is  suggested,  instead  of 


r 
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the  use  of  either  of  the  simple  extracts  iu  cases  where  a  simple 
cathartic  is  required.  By  the  union  of  these  drugs  in  the  concen- 
trated form  of  a  fluid  extract^  and  in  due  proportion,  a  cathartic  is 
obtained  which  is  safe,  unattended  by  unpleasant  symptoms,  and 
not  followed  by  constipation.  The  cases  where  a  simple  cathartic 
is  needed  are  so  numerous,  that  the  preparation  will  be  found  use- 
ful to  physicians,  and  a  good  family  medicine  for  travellers  and 
others  who  resort  to  this  kind  of  purgative  habitually. 

Rhubarb  Aromatic. 

An  agreeable,  warming,  digestive  purgative.  Its  use  is  attended 
with  the  happiest  results,  strengthening  and  exciting  the  action  of 
the  stomach,  and  imparting  tone  to  the  digestive  functions  gen- 
erally. 

Rhubarb  alone  is  inadvisable  in  cases  of  habitual  constipation,  on 
cuxount  of  its  subsequent  asti^ngent  effect. — Pereira, 

Incompatibles. — Strong  acids,  lime-water,  sulphates  of  iron  and 
zinc,  tartar  emetic,  bichloride  of  mercury,  vegetable  astringenta 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract  Rhubarb Dose,  i  to    1  dram. 

"  ♦*  "        Aromatic, "    i  to    1      " 

"  *'  ''        and  Senna, "    4  to    1       " 

Solid       «♦  "    2  to    lOgrs. 

Pills         "        Rhubarb,  1  grain, "    2  to    6. 

"  **  "  and  Magnesia,  2  grs., "      1  to    4. 

*♦  **  "  and  Iron,  (U.  S.  P.)  3  grs.,..  "      2  to    3. 

"  Rhubarb  Compound,  (U.  S.  P.)  4  grs., "     2  to    5. 

**  Extract  Rhubarb  and  Blue  Mass,  3  grs., "     1  to    2. 

Rhus  Glabrnm. 

« 

{Sumac.) 

Astringent  and  refrigerant,  and,  to  an  extent,  febrifuge.  It  has 
been  found  valuable  in  gonorrhea,  leuchorrhea,  diarrhea,  dysentery, 
hectic  fever  and  scrofula.  The  infusion,  as  a  gargle,  is  considered 
almost  a  specific  in  the  sore  throat  attending  mercurial  salivation ; 
and  is  much  used  internally  ^n  mercurial  diseases.  Syphilitic  af- 
fections are  said  to  be  much  benefited  by  a  fi:ee  use  of  sumac  in 
combination  with  the  barks  of  slippery  elm  and  white  pine.  A 
poultice  of  the  bark  applied  to  ulcers  and  gangrenous  conditions, 
claims  attention  for  its  antiseptic  properties.  The  infusion,  sweet- 
ened with  honey,  is  serviceable  in  the  same  way,  for  cleansing  the 
mouth  in  putrid  fevers.  It  is  a  cooling  drink  in  ulceration  of  the 
throat     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1. 

PBKPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  1  to  2  drama. 

Bhusin "     1  to  2  grains. 

6 
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Bubus  Villosus. 

{Blaclcberry,) 

This  is  a  tonic,  aromatic  stimulant,  and  strong  astringent,  has 
been  long  a  favorite  domestic  remedy  in  bowel  affections,  and  may 
be  employed  with  great  advantage  in  cases  of  diarrhea  from  re- 
laxation of  the  bowels,  whether  in  children  or  adults.  Bigelow 
-considers  it  a  powerful  astringent,  and  is  satisfied  of  its  efficacy  in 
cases  in  which  the  vegetable  astringents  are  found  serviceable. 
Dr.  Chapman  speaks  highly  of  it  in  the  declining  stage  of  dysen- 
tery, after  the  symptoms  of  active  inflammation  are  removed ;  he 
asserts  that  nothing  in  his  hands  had  done  so  much  to  check  the 
inordinate  discharges  in  cholera  infantum — two  or  three  doses  suf- 
ficing to  bind  up  the  bowels.  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  also  the  Journal  of  Rational  Medicine,  also  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica,  &c.,  have  published  accounts  of  this  agent,  as  pro- 
ducing extraordinary  cures  in  chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery,  in 
cases  where  all  other  remedies  had  failed,  and  in  the  shortest  pos- 
sible time.  It  is  well  adapted  to  relaxed  conditions  generaJlv  of 
the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane,  to  passive  hemorrhage  uova 
the  stomach,  bowels,  and  to  atonic  dyspepsia.  In  atonic  diarrheas 
•of  children,  especially  is  it  worthy  of  notice. 

Blackberry  is  said  to  exert  an  influence  over  the  uterus  during 
parturition,  exciting  its  contraction  when  other  remedies  have  faileoL 

The  compound  syrup  with  aromatics,*  recommended  by  Stirg. 
'Gen'l.  Finlay,  for  use  in  the  atony  in  chronic  diarrhea,  is  an  ex- 
•cellent  form  for  its  use.     See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol  1. 


PREPAKATI0N8. 


Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

Solid        "       "    4  to  6  grains. 

Pills,  3  grains, "    2  to8. 

Rumex  CrlspuB. 

{Ydhw  Bock,) 

Astri^ent  and  gently  tonic,  and  is  supposed  to  poasiessan  al- 
teralive  property.  It  is  said  to  have  proved  useful  in' scrofula  aod 
ayphilis.  The  extract  is  astringents  alterative,  and  tonic,  unitiEig 
a  laxative  power  with  these,  and  reseoaabling  rhuhmb  in  its  mode 
of  operation.  It  is  considered  eminently  usefulin  scorbutic,  ficm- 
ftdous,  scirrhous,  and  syphilitic  affections,  leprosy, 'elephantiasis, 
&C.  Dr.  Salsbury  speats  of  its  employment  in  cutaneous  erup- 
tions, and  as  having  attracted  considerable  attention  in  the 
treatment  of  itch.    An  ointment  of  rumex  x^rispus  and  root-bark 
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ofcelastrus  scandens  is  confidently  affirmed  by  others,  to  form  an 
infallible  remedy  for  this  disorder. 

Induration  of  Ldver. — The  fluid  extract  of  rumex  crispvs^  in 
combination  with  a  small  quantity  of  the  fluid  extract  of  beUa- 
dofMia^  is  useful  in  such  indications,  when  complicated  with  jauU" 
dice,  and  causing  dyspepsia  or  palpitation  of  the  heart 

Immediate  effects  must  not  be  expected  to  follow  the  use  of 
$hi3  agent.  Recently  it  has  been  used  quite  extensively,  in  gyr- 
Tips  and .  extracts. 

PREPABATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract. Dose,  1  to  2  drams. 

SoUd        "      :.     "     4  to  8  grains.* 

Rumin "     4to8      " 

Pills  of  Solid  Extract,  2  grains "     1  to  2. 

Ruta  Graveolens. 

iJRhue,) 

Emm^enagogue,  ecbolic,  anthelmintic,  and  anti-spasmodic.  This 
.agent  has  been  successfully  employed  in  flatulency,  colic,  hysteria, 
epilepsy,  many  nervous  disorders,  and  nervous  disturbances  caused 
by  worms.  Dr.  Thompson  found  an  enema  of  the  strong  infusion 
of  service  in  convulsions  of  children,  arising  from  flatulency.-  It 
should  he  administered^  in  evei^yform^  with  caution.  In  large  qiLfm- 
iitieSj  it  operates  as  a  narcotico-acrid  poison. 

If  administered  during  pregnancy,  it  is  very  liable  to  produce  jt^b- 
ortion,  accompanied  with  gastro-enteritis  and  cerebral  disturbances. 
In  moderate  doses,  this  a^ent  proves  an  emmenagogue,  while  in  large 
^eSj  it  determines  irritation  of  the  uterus, 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extra($t Dose,  15  to  60  drops. 

Solid      "        •"•Sito    4graixis.» 

Pills,  2  grains "      1  to    2. 

Sabbatia  Annularis. 

{Oentuary  Bed,) 

An  excellent,  pure,  bitter  tonic,  without  astringency. 

Bigelow  readily  attests  its  utility ;  and  Eberle  considers  it  o^e 
of  the  most  reliable  of  the  tonic  remedies.  Employed  in  fell  peri- 
odic febrile  diseases,  both  as  a  prophylactic  andf  a  remedy ;  useful 
in  dyspepsia  and  convalescence  from  fevers ;  but  principally  to 
invigorate  the  stomach  and  alimentary  canal. 

The  fluid  extract  made  into  a  warm  infusion  has  received  con- 
siderable notoriety  for  discussing  worms,  and  for  restoring  the 
menstrual  secretions.    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2. 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  itol  dram. 


Si  8UPPLBMBKT  TO  THX 

J9airLbuoxLS  Canadensis. 

{Elder  Flowers,) 

The  fluid  extract  of  the  flowers  when  made  into  a  warm  infii- 
gion  is  diaphoretic  and  gently  stimulant ;  in  cold  infnsion,  diu- 
retic, alterative  and  cooling. 

Elder  flowers  may  be  used  in  all  diseases  requiring  such  action^ 
as  in  hepatic  derangements  of  children,  erysipelatous  diseases,  &a 

In  erysipelas,  elder  flowers  both  as  a  laxative  and  cooling  med- 
icine, aife  exceedingly  valuable. 

PBEFABATION. 

Fluid  Extract i  to  I  dram. 


Sangninaria  Canadensis. 

(BJoodroot) 

Acrid  emetic,  with  narcotic  and  stimulant  properties,  expecto- 
rant, sudorific,  alterative,  emmenagogue,  tonic,  antiseptic,  deter- 
gent, escharotic  and  errhine,  according  to  the  mode  in  which  it  is 
employed.    It  is  actively  stimulant  in  its  primary  operations. 

In  small  doses,  it  excites  the  stomach,  and  accelerates  the  cir- 
culation; more  largely  given,  produces  nausea  and  consequent 
depression  of  the  pulse  ;  and  in  me  full  dose  occasions  active  vom- 
iting. The  effects  of  an  over-dose  are  violent  emesis,  faintness,  a 
burning  sensation  in  the  stomach,  vertigo,  tormentiDg  thirst,  dim- 
ness of  vision,  and  alarmiDg  prostration. 

The  powder,  applied  to  fungus  growths,  and  indolent  ulcers, 
proves  of  utility,  removing  the  former  by  its  escharotic  action, 
and  creating  in  the  latter  a  new  and  healthy  energy.  The  fluid 
extlact  made  into  an  infusion  with  vinegar  has  been  found  val- 
uable in  removing  ringworms,  warts,  &c. 

"  Bloodroot  has  been  given  in  typhoid  pneumonia,  catarrh,  per- 
tussis, croup,  phthisis,  pneumonitis,  scarlatina,  rheumatism,  jaun- 
dice, dyspepsia,  hydrothorax,  and  some  other  affections,  either  as 
an  emetic,  nauseant  or  alterative,  and  its  virtues  are  highly  praised 
by  many  judicious  practitioners.  Dr.  Mothershead,  of  IndiaDap- 
olis,  speaks  in  the  strongest  terms  of  its  efficacy  as  an  excitant  to 
the  liver,  given  in  alterative  doses."  Dr.  R.  G.  Jennings  has  found 
it  more  efficient  as  a  gargle  in  scarlatina  than  any  other  that  he 
has  employed.  Of  the  sanguinarin,  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Lee  says ,  "  It 
acts  very  beneficially  in  chronic  bronchial  and  hepatic  affections. 
It  seems  to  stimulate  all  the  secretions,  and  will  doubtless,  prove 
a  useful  general  alterative."  Dr.  Bianch,  of  S.  C,  has  employed 
bloodroot  in  croup,  and  prefers  it  to  any  other  single  remedy  : 
and,  by  persisting  in  it  till  emesis  is  produced,  he  is  of  opinion 
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that  it  prevents  the  formation  of  the  diptheritic  membranes.    Soo 
Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vols.  5  and  6. 

(hntra-mdicaiions, — All  states  of  high  general  excitement  or 
active,  local  inflammation. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  6  to  15  and  40  to  60  drops. 

SoUd        "       "  i  to  li  and  2i  to   6  grains. 

Sanguinarina, **  1-30  to  1-10  grain. 

Sanguinarin, **  i to    land   ito   2      ** 

Pills  of  Sanguinaria,  \  grain, ^'  1  to    3.  ^ 

"  "        1         "     "  Ito    6, 

"    Sanguinarin,  \     "      .....' "  1  to    4. 

•*  "  1       "      "  Ito    2. 


Scilla  Maritima. 

{SqiiilVj 

Squill  i«  expectorant,  diuretic,  and  in  large  doses,  emetic  and 
purgative.  It  is  seldom  used  as  an  emetic  or  cathartic,  on  account 
of  its  uncertainty  in  producing  these  effects.  It  is  used  as  a  diu-  , 
retic  in  dropsies,  and  in  chronic  pulmonary  affections,  such  as 
chronic  catarrh,  humid  asthma,  winter  cough,  &c. ;  it  is  also  em- 
ployed as  an  expectorant.  As  an  expectorant  it  is  used  both  in 
cases  of  deficient  and  superabundant  secretion  from  the  bronchial 
mucous  membrane.  Troublesome  vomiting  or  purging  caused  by 
squill  is  beat  corrected  by  opium.  It  is  contra-indicated,  where 
there  is  much  inflammation  or  vascular  excitement  It  will  bo 
found  useful  in  chronic  bronchitis  complicating  emphvsema,  and 
in  all  the  forms  of  chronic  and  subacute  catarrh.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  most  usually  combined  with  senega.  It  is  also 
much  employed  as  an  ingredient  in  the  compound  syrup  ofsquilL 
which  is  so  popular  a  remedy  in  spasmodic  croup.  In  the  decline 
of  spasmodic  and  even  membranous  croup,  squill  may  be  of  ser- 
vice in  promoting  secretions  from  laryngeal  mucous  membrana 

As  a  diuretic,  few  medicines  excel  it,  and  hence  it  is  in  univer- 
sal use  for  all  forms  of  dropsy.  Sometimes  it  produces  a  rapid 
evacuation  of  the  water  by  vomiting  and  purging ;  this  is  partic- 
ularly the  case  when  it  is  associated  with  tartar  emetic,  or  with  sa- 
line cathartics.  As  a  general  rulQ,  it  is  given  in  combination  with 
digitalis  and  blue  mass^  (of  each,  one  grain  three  or  four  times  a 
day.)  The  calomel  is  supposed  to  excite  absorption,  while  the 
squill  increases  the  secretory  action  of  the  kidneys.  In  order  to 
lessen  its  injurious  action  on  the  stomach,  it  may  be  conjoined 
v^ith  the  aromatic  spirit  ofarmnonia.  In  the  hydrocele  of  youn^ 
subjects,  says  Dr.  Waring,  a  radical  cure  has  occasionally  been  ef- 
fected by  the  local  external  application  of  acetum  scillae.  It  causes 
desquamation  and  subsequent  absorption  of  the  fluid.     A  salve 
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made  with  powdered  squill  was  anciently  used  as  a  remedy  f<» 
warts,  and  some  modern  writers  vouch  for  its  eflBcacy. 

When  nsed  alone,  its  diuretic  effects  are  seldom  observed,  if 
purging  or  emesis  is  produced,  and  consequently,  when  the  first 
of  these  effects  be  desired,  the  medicine  should  be  given  in  small 
doses,  and  discontinued  on  occurrence  of  nausea.  In  dysuria,  says 
Dr.  Waring,  I  have  used  a  combination  of  acetum  scillse,  (fluid 
cjxtract  one  ounce,  diluted  acetic  acid  eight  ounces,)  sp.  ether  nit, 
in  equal  parts,  with  more  uniform  success,  than  any  other  internal 
remedy.  Of  this  mixture,  3  ss  in  aq.  anisic  fl  J  ij,  may  be  repeat- 
ed every  hour. 

Squill  CompoTind. 

Squill  compound  is  composed  of  squill  and  seneka.  The  prop- 
erties of  these  agents  are  nearly  identical  and,  in  a  conjoined  state, 
become  eminently  valuable  in  catarrhal  and  bronchial  affections 
attended  with  dencient  or  excessive  secretions,  and  in  some  drop- 
sical conditions. 

Incompatibles, — Lime  water,  alk$.line  carbonates,  nitrate  of  sil* 
•  ver,  ^etate  of  lead. 

!Fliild  Extract  Squill, Dose,  expectorant  and  dittretic,-  3  to    6  dr^pft* 

**  "        "       "    emetic, 12  to  24     ** 

*'  «        "      Compound"     10  tc  20      " 

Pillfi'SqulUComp.,  (U.  S.  P.,)  3  grs, DoSe,   2  US   Z. 

«      "        "  and  Ipecac,  (tJ.  S.  P  )  3  grs "       2  ^    S. 

Scutellaria  Lateriflora. 

{Scullcap.) 

ScuUcap  ranks  among  the  most  valuable  of  its  class^ — ^nervineft 
Itrf  action  is  said  not  to  be  immediate,  but  to  follow  its  persisted 
usa  It  can  be  given  to  all  classes,  in  almost  any  stage  of  disea^^ 
with  safety.  It  possesses  not  only  a  remarkable  power  of  control- 
ling nervous  excitability,  as  manifested  in  patients  of  an  irritable 
temperament  when  fatigued,  over-excited,  or  suffering  from  slight 
physical  derangements.  But  its  most  valuable  properties  are  de- 
veloped in  several  cases,  as  when  the  most  active  and  potent 
iheahs  are  required  in  dehrium  tremens,  tic-douloreux,  St  Viturfii 
dance,  convulsions,  tetanus,  as  well  as  the  ordinary  diseases  of  tite 
nerves.  Those,  who  have  long  used  the  plant,  claim  for  it  tonio 
properties,  which  give  strength  as  well  as  quiet  to  the  system ;  sa- 
dorific  and  diuretic  powers,  and  that  it  never  leaves  the  system  in 
an  excited  and  irritable  condition  when  its. effects  have  passed  off, 
Ite  often  occurs  with  other  nervines. 

This  article  has  proved  especially  useful  in  choreisij  convulsiona^ 
tar^mois,  intermittent  fever,  neuralgia,  and  all  nervous  affections 
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In  delirium  tremens,  using  it  freely  will  soon  produce  a  calm  sleep. 
Where  teething  has  impaired  the  health  of  children,  it  may  be 
given  with  advantage.  In  all  cases  of  nervous  excifci^ility,  rest- 
lessness or  wakefulness,  attended  with  acute  or  chronic  diseases,  or 
from  other  causes,  it  may  be  taken  freely  with  every  expectation 
<rf  beneficial  results. 

Dr.  Bates,  in  a  communication  to  the  Boston  Medical  Journal, 
says  he  has  used  it  with  general  success  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases attended  with  nervous  irritation,  irritability,  restlessness,  &a 
In  the  treatment  of  children  it  is  invaluable  for  allaying  theae 
symptoms.  The  dose  is  a  teaspoonful,  repeated  as  often  as  the  cir- 
etomstances  or  indications  require.  It  may  be  relied  upon  in  some 
fbtms  of  hysteria.  Patients  convalescing  from  typhoid  feverg, 
pn/eumonitis,  arthritis,  &c.,  or  any  disease,  with  thosr  symptoms, 
will  be  shortly  relieved  by  one  or  two  teaspoonfuls  of  this  prepar- 
ation. I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  those,  who  give  it  a  fair 
^  trial,  will  find  it  efficient  in  the  treatment  of  many  diseases,  for  the 
ilBlief  of  which  small  doses  of  opium  are  frequently  given,  without 
amy  of  .its  unpleasant  consequences. 

PRCP  A  RATIONS. 


Fluid  Extract  of  Scullcap Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 

*^  **        Compound **     i  to  1 

•        Scutellarin **      2  to  6  grains. 

Pills  of  Scutellarin,  1  grain **     2  to  6. 

Secale  Cereale.    (Secale  Comutum.)  • 

{Ergot ^  Spurred  err  Smut  Rye,) 

Narcotic,  styptic,  and  ecbolic.  Used  on  account  of  its  power 
of  promoting  uterine  contraction  in  languid  natural  labors.  Ad- 
ministered to  facilitate  abortion  when  it  has  commenced,  also  to 
check  utpirine  hemorrhage  in  the  gravid  or  non-gravid  state.  It 
has  proved  serviceable  in  hemorrhage  from  "other  organs,  iis  the 
lungs,  stomach,  and  in  retained  placenta.  It  has  been  recommended 
in  small  doses  in  painful  dismerion^hea,  where  menjbranous  shreds 
pass  oflF;  also  in  gonorrhea,  gleet,  chnmic  dian*heaand  dysentery, 
paraplegia,  paralysis  or  debility  of  the  bladder,  and  of  the  re -mm, 
spermatorrhea,  hysteria  and  intermittent  fevei*. 

A  dangerous  poison  if  taken  into  the  body  mixed  ^vith  food, 
producing  violent  spasmodic  convulsions,  and  dry  gangrene;  if 
taken  in  very  large  doses,  giddiness,  headache,  and  flushed  face 
are  produced,  together  with  pain  and  spasms  in  the  stomach,  nau- 
sea and  vomiting,  with  colic,  purging,  and  a  >ense  of  weight  and 
weariness  of  the  limbs:  in  pregnant  women  it  is  found  to  excite 
uterine  action  in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  bringing  on  abortion, 
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or  fecilitating  parturition ;  hence,  ergot  is  called  by  Dr.  Pereira,  a 
parturifacient  In  medicine  it  is  extensively  employed  to  pro- 
mote uterine  pains  during  the  process  of  parturition,  to  produce  tte 
expulsion  of  the  placenta,  contraction  of  the  uterus,  and  to  stop 
uterine  hemorrhaga  To  a  more  limited  extent  it  has  been  use^ 
and,  as  it  is  said,  with  advantage,  in  epistaxis,  hemoptysis,  hema- 
turia, and  hematemesis,  to  expel  clots  and  polypus  from  the  uterus, 
leucorrhea,  puerperal  convulsions,  and  amenorrhea. 

Dr.  Montgomery,  of  Madras,  speaks  in  favor  of  the  ethereal 
preparation  of  ergot  In  the  American  Medical  Monthly ^  Dr.  O. 
H.  Smith  says  that  he  looks  upon  ergot  as  almost  a  specific  fof 
mania-a-potu.  He  gave  the  tinct  in  half  teaspoonful  doses.  Prot 
Baker  states  that  he  never  knew  ergot  to  fail  in  giving  relief  to  re- 
tention of  urine  after  labor. 

Dr.  Meigs  advises  that  it  should  be  given  at  the  moment,  or 
just  after  parturition,  in  order  to  secure  a  permanent  contraction 
of  the  uterus,  especially  in  women  subject  to  hemorrhaga  Dr. 
C.  L.  Mitchell  used  ergot,  satisfactorily,  in  spermatorrhea,  admin- 
istering it  daily  in  doses  of  one-half  dram  to  a  dram.  See  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  3  and  6. 

Chntra-indicattonk — Rigidity  of  the  uterus,  deformity  of  pelvis ; 
mal-prcsentation ;  serious  obstacles  to  delivery,  morbid  adhesion 
of  placenta,  &a 

PREPARATIOK. 

Fluid  Extract,  Ethoroal Dose,  ^  to  I  dram 


Senecio  Aurens. 

{fAfe  Root) 

A  certain  diuretic  and  diaphoretic.  Life  root  has  proved  an 
excellent  medicine  in  gravel  and  other  urinary  affections,  either 
alone,  or  given  in  combination  with  other  diuretics;  and^ssaidto 
be  a  specnfic  in  strangury.  Tlie  extract  is  a  powerful  emmena- 
gogae,  wlien  given  in  the  form  of  warm  infusion. 

Li  fe  root  possesses  pectoral  and  tonio  properties  also ;  may  be 
given  with  advantage  in  pulmonary  and  hepatic  affections.  As  a 
nervine,  said  to  be  efficacious  in  allaying  nervous  irritation  of  the 
system  generally,  more  particularly  for  syphilitic  and  irritative 
cough. 

In  the  treatment  of  female  diseases,  it  is  deemed  a  most  valua- 
ble remedy. 


PREPARATION'S. 


Fluid  Extract Dose,  |  to  1  dram. 

Senecin *'      3  to  6  gnduiL 
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Simamba  Excelsa. 

{Quassia.) 

Bitter  tonic  and  stomachic,  febrifuge  and  aijthelmintia     Quas- 
'  fiia  possesses  many  advantages  over  other  vegetable  bitters ;  it  is 

'  free  from  all  constipating  properties ;  it  is  purely  tonic,  invigo- 

rating the  digestive  organs,  with  very  little  increase  of  circulation, 
I  or  increase  of  animal  heat    It  is  used  sometimes  in  remittent  and 

intermittent  fevers,  likewise  in  dyspepsia,  debility  from  exhaust- 
ing diseases,  and  is  advantageous  as  an  anthelmintic. 
I  Dr.  Lettsom  states  that  he  has  administered  quassia  with  emi- 

nent success,  in  low  remittent  and  nervous  fevers,  and,  that  too, 
after  cinchona  had  failed  him.  It  is  strongly  recommended,  by 
the  same  authority,  in  the  advanced  stage  of  diarrhea.  Dr.  War- 
ing regards  it  as  almost  a  specific  against  lumbrici ;  the  extract 
must  be  given  three  or  four  days  consecutively,  and  then  followed 
by  a  brisk  purga 

Incompatibles, — Nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  &G. 

PBBPAKiiT10N& 

Fluid  Extract Do«e,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Solid        "       "      2to6grainii. 

pais,  1  grain •*         3  to  6. 

Smilax  Officinalis. 

{Sarsapurilku) 

Sarsaparilla  is  generally  considered  as  an  alterative,  although 
Stated  by  some  to  possess  diuretic,  diaphoretic  and  emetic  properties. 

This  agent  possesses  a  high  reputation  as  an  alterative,  in  the 
treatment  of  chronic  rheumatism,  scrofulous  affections,  cutaneouB 
aflections,  inveterate  syphilis,  pseudo-syphilis,  syphiloid  diseases , 
generally,  and  struma  in  all  its  forms. 

It  possesses  the  power  of  purifying  the  blood,  regulating  the 
secretions,  and  comporting  as  a  general  alterative  It  will  be 
found  to  be  highly  advantageous  in  the  treatment  of  that  shattered 
state  of  the  system  which  oftentimes  follows  an  imprudent  use  of 
mercury  in  syphilitic  affections,  as  also  in  that  depraved  condition 
of  the  general  health  to  which  it  is  difficult  to  apply  a  name. 

It  has  also  been  advised  in  chronic  rheumatism,  cutaneous  dis- 
eases, passive  and  general  dropsy,  gonorrheal  neuralgia,  and  other 
depraved  conditions  of  the  system,  where  an  alterative  is  required. 

Inayiupatibles. — Infusion  of  galls,  lime-water,  acetate  of  lead. 

Sarsaparilla    Compound. 

In  this  compouDd  sarsaparilla  is  conjoined  with  Prince's  pine^ 
^{quorice^  mezereon,  bossafras^  yellow  dock^  and  bittersweet 
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It  possesses  the  power  of  increasing  the  secretions  generally, 
and  may  be  employed  with  much  confidence  in  those  cachectic 
conditions  of  the  body  dependent  on  cutaneous  diseases,  scorbutus, 
syphilis,  ulcers,  &3. 

Sarsapanlla   and   Daudelion. 

Altemtive  and  moderately  tonic  and  aperient.  The  uses  of  thi» 
compound  will  readily  be  suggested. 

PRBPABATION& 

Fluid  Extraet  of  Soraapaiilla,  Rio  Negro Dose,  1  dram. 

**  "  Compound,  (U.  S.  P.,). . . .  "  1      " 

♦*  "  aad  Dandelion, "  1      " 

Solid  liztract  of  Saraaparilla,  American, **  8  to  20  gnoimj 

•*  "  "         Oompound,...  "  5  to  2a      ** 

"  "  Rio  Kegro,  "  6  to  20      " 

•*  "  "         Compound, "  6  to  20      •• 

PiBB  of  each  of  the  Sofid  Extracts,  3  grains, **  2to    5. 

Solanum  Dolcamsra. 

(  BrMerstveet ) 

Narcotic,  alterative,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  and  slightly  tonia 
Dulcamara  has  been  chiefly  used  in  cutaneous  and  syphilitic  dis- » 
eases,  rheumatic  and  cachectic  aflfections,  ill-conditioned  ulcers, 
scrofula,  indurations  from  milk,  leuchorrhea,  jaundice,  and  ob- 
structed menstruation ;  but  it  is  now  mainly  confined  to  the  treat- 
ment of  cutaneous  eruptions,  particularly  those  of  a  scaly  charac- 
ter, as  lepra,  psoriasis,  and  ptjrriasis.  In  these  complaints  it  is  of- 
ten beneficial,  especially  with  minute  doses  of  the  antimoniala  It 
is  said  to  have  been  beneficially  employed  in  chronic  rheumatism, 
and  chronic  catarrh.  When  taken  in  over-doses  it  proiluces  nau- 
,sea,  vomiting,  vertigo,  and  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles.  With 
many  persons,  the  face  and  hands  become  purplish,  and  the  circu- 
lation depressed  while  under  its  influence.  Antaphrodisiac  pro- 
perties are  claimed  for  it,  and  it  has  proved  useful  in  mania,  in 
which  the  venereal  functions  were  strongly  excited.  Equal  parts 
of  solanum^  rumex^  and  sttUtngid,  made  into  a  syrup,  form  a  val^ 
uable  preparation  for  scrofulous  affections,  as  well  as  syphilitia 
It  is  employed  externally  in  the  form  of  ointment,  as  a  discu- 
tient  to  painful  tumors,  also  to  some  forms  of  cutaneous  diseases, 
ulcers,  and  erysipelatous  affections.  It  has  been  thought  to  be 
most  evidently  useful  in  those  cases  of  pulmonary  diseases,  which 
have  followed  directly  upon  the  sudden  disappearance  of  a  cutane- 
ous eruption.  To  its  sedative  virtues  may  be  ascribed  its  efficiency 
in  rendering  coughing  less  frequent  and  severe ;  in  allaying  the 
spasmodic  action  produced  by  emphysema  and  whooping-cough, 
and  its  reputed  curing  of  certain  cases  of  phthisis. 
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The  most  inveterate  cases,  says  Gardner,  of  pustular,  vesicular, 
as  well  as  scaly  eruptions,  yield  to  its  influence,  when  persevering- 
ly  administered.  Its  utility  in  chronic  eczema,  acne,  impetigo  df 
j&ce,  and  ecthyma  vulgare,  in  persons  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  is 
highly  recommended. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  ^  to  1  dram. 

Solid         **       "    8  to  8  grains. 

Pills,   2   grains, "     2  to  4. 

Solidago  Odora. 

{Golden  Bod) 

The  extract  is  aromatic,  moderately  stimulant  and  carminative ; 
and  diaphoretic  when  given  in  warm  infiision.  It  may  be  used 
to  relieve  pain  arising  from  flatulency,  to  allay  nausea,  and  to 
masque'  the  taste  or  correct  the  operation  of  unpleasant  medi- 
cines, such  as  laudanum,  castor  oil,  etc.  Sometimes  ettiployed  ad 
atti  astringent  in  dysentery  and  ulceration  of  the  intestines,  diarrhea 
and  cholera  morbus. 

PBSPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, , .. . Dose  -jI^  to  1  dram. 

Spigelia   Majllandica. 

{Pink  Boot) 

This  plant  is  a  well-known  indigenous  anthelmintic,  possessed 
of  narcotic  and  cathartic  powers.  Dr.  Barton  found  it  also  useful 
in  the  fevers  of  children,  not  proceeding  from  verminous  irritation, 
as  from  those,  for  instance,  consequent  upon  hydrocephalus. 
When  a  full  dose  is  given  at  night,  it  is  well  to  follow  it  by  a 
purge  in  the  morning.  It  is  usup,lly  combined  with  senna  or 
some  other  cathartic,  to  insure  its  action  on  the  bowels.  The  pink 
root  compound  is  composed  of  the  same  ingi*edients  as  those  that 
enter  into  the  well-known  worm  tea,         » 

In  large  doses  it  is  apt  to  purge,  and  likewise  produce  symptoms 
of  narcotism,  exciting  the  circulation,  determining  the  blood  to 
the  brain,  giving  rise  to  vertigo,  dimness  of  vision,  dilated  pupils, 
spasms  of  the  facial  muscles,  and  sometimes  even  causing  con- 
vulsions. Spasmodic  movements  of  the  eyelids  are  among  its 
most  common  attendants.  These  narcotic  effects  are  less  liable  to 
«ccur  when  the  medicine  purges,  and  are  entirely  obviated  by 
combining  it  with  cathartics.  Barton  long  ago,  said  "It  may  be 
doubted  whether  there  is  in  the  whole  series  of  anthelmintics  yet 
known  a  morO  efficacious  remedy  against  worms. ' '  Dewees  styles 
it  "The  most  decidedly  efficacious  remedy."  Eberle  says  "It 
seldom  fails." 
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•  It  appears  to  act  strictly  as  a  vermicide.  Dr.  Pereira's  testimo- 
ny in  favor  of  spigelia,  particularly  against  lumbrici,  is  very  strong. 
Though  popularly  deemed  dangerous,  he  states,  of  the  many  hun- 
dred cases  in  which  he  employed  it,  in  no  one  instance  did  he  wit- 
ness any  unpleasant  consequencea 

Stilld  adds  that  the  alterative  and  tonic  effects  of  this  medicine 
are  not  as  fully  appreciated  as  they  deserve  to  ba 

Spigelia  and    Senna. 

This  fluid  extract  is  a  very  agreeable  and  grateful  medicine; 
possessing  both  purgative  and  anthelmintic  properties.  The  doso 
for  an  adult  is  from  two  to  four  drams.  It  is  a  popular  and  ef&- 
cient  draft  for  children  troubled  with  worms  and  torpidity  of  tha 
bowels. 

Spigelia    Compound. 

Composed  of  pink  root^  senna,  savin,  and  manna.  Active  ca- 
thartic and  vermifuge.  This  compound  is  decidedly  a  pleasant 
and  efl&cient  medicine,  in  those  states  of  the  system  produced  by 
worms,  which  resemble  infantile  remittents,  and  other  febrile  dis- 
eases. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Plaid  Extract  of  Pink  Root, Dose,  i  to  1^  drams. 

"  "  Compound "     i  to  2        " 

and  Senna "     i  to  1        '' 


ii  t( 


Spiraea   Tomentosa. 

{Hardhack.) 

Hardback  is  tonic  and  astringent  It  is  regarded  as  an  excellent 
medicine  in  diarrhea,  cholera  infantum,  and  other  complaints  in 
which  astringents  are  indicated.  It  possesses  one  advantage  over 
many  agents  of  its  class,  in  that  it  is  less  apt  to  disagree  with  the 
stomach.  As  a  tonic,  it  may  be  given  with  benefit  in  cases  oi 
debility,  with  want  of  appetite.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
voL  1. 

PREPARATION 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  4  to  20  drops. 

SoUd       "        «     2  to    Sgraina. 

Pills,  2  grrains, **     1  to    4. 

Statice    Oaroliniana. 

{Marsh   Rosemary.) 

Statice  is  powerfully  astringent  In  large  doses  it  acts  as  an 
emetic,  and  in  smaller  quantities,  as  a  powerful  expectorant ;  it 
also  possesses  considerable  antiseptic  power. 
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It  may  be  used  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  kino  and  catechu 
are  given ;  good  application  in  aphthous  and  ulcerative  affections 
of  the  mouth  and  fauces.  It  is  said  to  be  highly  useful  in  cy- 
nanche  maligna,  both  as  an  internal  and  local  remedy. 

Dr.  Balie?,  of  Massachusetts,  found  it  highly  serviceable  in  this 
disease.  It  is  also  given  with  advantage  in  S.  Anginosa,  and  in 
apthous  fevers  attendant  on  dysentery. 

Prof  V.  Mott,  from  experimental  knowledge,  confidently 
speaks  (rf  its  service  in  chronic  dysentery  after  the  inflammatory 
symptoms  had  subsided.  Drs.  Bigelow  and  E.  Parish  make 
fevorable  mention  of  it  in  the  same  complaint 

Maybe  employed  in  the  form  of  extract,  infusion  or  decoction. 
It  will  be  found  efficacious  in  diarrhea  and  dysentery,  particularly 
in  the  latter  stages.  The  decoction  is  useful  as  an  injection  in 
chroaio  gonorrhea,  gleet,  leucorrhea,  prolapsus  ani  and  uteri, 
and  in  some  ophthalmic  affections.  See  Journal  of  Materia.  Med- 
ica,  oL  1. 

PREPABATION& 

Fluid  Extract^ Dose,  16  to  40  drope. 

StiUingia  Sylvatioa. 

{SiilUngia.) 

In  large  doses,  it  is  emetic  and  cathartic ;  in  small  doses,  altera- 
tive, with  marked  influence  over  the  secretions,  which  is  unsur- 
passed by  any  other  known  alterative.  It  was  first  introduced  to 
the  notice  of  the  profession  by  Dr.  T.  Y.  Simons  of  South  Carohna, 
as  a  valuable  alterative  remedy  in  syphilitic  affections  and  others 
ordinarily  requiring  the  use  of  mercuiy.  From  the  reports  of 
those  who  have  given  it  a  trial,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  of  its 
valuable  properties ;  indeed,its  friends  claim  for  it  no  rival  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom,  in  the  treatment  of  secondary  syphilis,  scrofu- 
la, cutaneous  diseases,  chronic  hepatic  affections,  and  other  com- 
plaints ordinarily  benefited  by  alteratives. 

It  seems  to  act  prominently  upon  the  glandular  and  cutaneous 
system ;  and  in  the  treatment  of  glandular  enlargements,  it  is  usu 
ally  combined  with  tonic  and  other  agents  capable  of  equalizin- 
the  nervous  circulation.  In  scorbutic  affections,  in  combination 
with  Phytolacca^  rumex^  and  blue  flagy  it  has  given  great  satis- 
faction. 

In  the  form  of  fluid  extract,  combined  with  oils  of  anise  or  car- 
aioay^  it  has  been  found  very  beneficial  in  chronic  laryngeal  and 
bronchial  affections,  and  in  leucorrhoea. 

As  an  external  stimulating  application,  the  oil  will  be  foimd 
valuable  in  many  instances. 

One  drop  of  it  placed  upon  the  tongue,  and  repeated  three  or 
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four  times  a  day,  is  reported  to  have  proved  suocessftil  in  cuses 
of  severe  croup. 

Stillingia  Compound. 
A  compound  fluid  extract  is  prepared,  containing  stilUngia^  iur- 
key  carUy  hluefldg^  Princes  piTie^  prickly  ash,  bittersweet,  C07iiu7n  and 
ginger,  and  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  potent  remedies  in  all 
chronic  diseases.  It  fulfills  most  of  the  indications  of  mercury. 
Eminently  fitted  for  the  legion  of  disorders  which  require  altera- 
tive treatment  The  office  of  prickly  ash  is  to  stimulate  and  im- 
part strength  to  mucous  tissues ;  to  give  increased  vitality  to  t^e 
system  generally. 

PHBPARATIONS 


Fluid  Extract  of  Stillingia Dose,  5  to  16  drops. 

**  "         Compound **    ^  to    1  dram. 

StilUngin '*    §  to    6  grains. 

Pills  of  Stillingin,  1  grain "    2  to    5. 

Stryclinos  Ignatii. 

{Ignatia  Amard- — Sl  Ignatius  Bean,) 

The  ignatia  i»  allied,  both  in  botanic  and  medical  properties,  to 
the  nux  vomica,  strychnia  being  the  active  principle  of  each. 

The  specific  use  of  the  ignatia  may  be  stated  thus  : — ^It  has  a 
tonic,  stmiulating  effect  on  all  the  organs  under  the  influence  of 
the  ganglionic  system  of  nerves,  by  its  acting  directly  upon  them, 
exciting  and  equalizing  their  weaKcned  and  disturbed  action,  and 
consequently  restoring  to  their  equilibrium  the  digestive  func- 
tions. 

That  condition  of  the  body,  indicated  by  a  great  number  and 
variety  of  symptoms  called  dyspepsia,  is  clearly  dependent  upon 
weakened  and  imperfect  action  of  the  digestive  organs.  The  or- 
gan of  the  digestive  apparatus,  in  conseauence  of  its  direct  expo- 
sure to  so  many  irritating  substances,  ana  its  intimate  sympath^c 
communications,  is  affected  with  many  forms  of  suoacute  and 
chronic  gastric  irritation,  and  inflammation,  giving  rise  to  general 
weakness  uneasiness  of  body,  and  a  host  of  distressing  sensations, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  moral  and  intellectual  faculties  are,  in 
their  turn,  liable  to  be  affected  by  these  disordered  jRinctiona 
The  stomach  and  duodenum  are  the  most  eminent  of  the  digestive 
organs,  and  these  are  connected  together,  as  well  as  combined 
with  all  their  congeries  appropriated  to  the  perfect  elaboration  of 
the  nutritive  and  sustaining  principles  of  the  economy,  by  the 

mglionary  system  of  nerves.  The  stomach  is  the  centre  of  the 
iigestive  apparatus,  and  owes  this  character  to  its  intimate  union 
with  the  great  solar  plexus,  the  centre  of  the  brain  if  it  may  be 
BO  termed,  of  the  gawglionary  system,  regulating  the  nutritive 
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fonctioDS.  It  is  very  clear,  therefore,  that  excesses  of  any  kind, 
Or  modes  of  life,  that  do  not  give  these  organs  their  appropriajfce 
play,  or  weaken  it  by  over-action,  and  so,  in  either  case,  destroy- 
ing the  equilibriam  of  the  functions,  must  tend,  to  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  to  deaden  the  action  of  this  entire  system  of  nerves. 
in  connection  with  this  fact,  we  have  it  clearly  shown,  by  experi- 
jnent,  that  the  strychnine  combinations  act  mainly,  if  not  exclu- 
sively, on  this  system,  of  nerves ;  and  the  philosophic  adaption  of 
ike  remedy  to  the  disease  is  evident  in  the  numerous  symptoms 
evincing  a  derangement  of  the  digestive  apparatus  in  the  oases  of 
persons  having  been  overcome,  and  the  system  restored  to  a 
wealthy  tone  by  the  use  of  the  ignatia. 

The  ignatia  appears  to  be  used  quite  indiscriminatey  in  the 
oountries  where  it  is  a  native,  though  how  far,  beyond  what  h^B 
been  stated,  it  is  useful  as  a  remedial  agent  remains  to  be  shown 
ffx>m  the  experiments  of  our  hospital  and  other  practitioners. 
The  large  amount  of  strychnia  in  the  ignatia  calls  for  great  care 
in  administering  it,  and  also  for  especial  attention  on  the  part  of 
the  profession  towards  discovering  some  available  antidote  for  the 
poison  when  taken  in  the  pure  alkali  or  in  its  combinations. 
OUve  oil^  lardj  and  morphine  have  been  iised,  as  also  chlorine^ 
bromine  and  iodine^  in  the  endeavor  to  form  an  insoluble  salt  with 
the  strychnia ;  but  the  absolute  necessity  of  immediate  action  has 

S*  ven  these  antidotes  only  indifferent  success.     See  Journal  Materia 
edica,  March,  1858. 

PKBPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  5  to  10  drops. 

Solid        **       "     i  to  li  grains. 

Pills,  i  grain, **     1  to    8. 

Strychnos  Nux  Vomica. 

{Nux  Vomica,) 

Possesses  tonic  and  other  properties.  It  exerts  its  influence 
principally  on  the  cerebral  svstem,  and  the  nerves  of  motion,  prob- 
ably through  the  medium  of  the  spinal  marrow. 

Paralysis, — The  first  suggestion  of  this  remedy  for  paralysis 
was  made  by  Fouquier,  in  1811.  His  experience  taught  him  \haX 
it  mTist  be  used  with  great  circumspection  in  paralysis  depending 
on  lesions  of  the  brain  or  spinal  marrow,  and  that  its  power  was 
chiefly  manifested  in  functional  forms  of  the  disease,  or  peripheral 
paralysis,  produced  by  venereal  excesses,  abuse  of  opium,  alcoholic 
intoxication,  lead  poisoning,  anger,  fright,  gout,  and  rheumatism, 
concussion  of  the  spinal  marrow,  hysteria,  &c.  As  early  as 
1828,    Andbal  showed  its  power    in  lead  palsy.      In    1830 
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Dr.  Geddings,  of  South  Carolina,  reported  several  cases  of  pa- 
ralysis fix)m  drunkenness  cured  by  this  medicine.  In  the  same 
year,  Dr.  J.  L.  Bardsley  published  an  account  of  his  success  in 
a  large  number  of  paralytic  cases,  pointing  out  its  peculiar  value  in 
those  cases  unconnected  with  lesions  of  the  nervous  centres,  and 
especially  in  paraplegia.  The  administi'ation  of  strychnia  in 
paralytic  affections  should  be  very  cautiously  conducted.  Begin- 
ning with  one-twentieth,  or  from  that  to  one-twelfth  of  a  grain 
daily,  the  dose  may  be  gradually  increased  until  some  jerking  or 
tension  is  felt  in  tne  paralyzed  muscles.  At  this  point  the  agent 
may  be  suspended,  or  its  quantity  diminished. 

Amaurosis, — Dr.  Middlemore,  of  Birmingham,  also  Short, 
LiSTON,  Guthrie,  &c.,  recommend  this  agent  in  amaurosis.  Dr. 
M.  found  but  slight  advantage  from  its  internal  use,  but  preferred 
its  endermic  application  to  a  blistered  surface  above  the  eyebrow. 
He  commencea  with  the  daily  application  of  a  quarter  of  a  grain, 
and  gradually  increased  this  quantity  to  two  grains,  keeping  the 
blister  open  by  a  dressing  of  savin  cerata  Petrequin  cured 
several  cases  under  similar  conditions. 

Prolapsus  of  the  Rectum, — ScHWARTZ  used  in  this  complaint^ 
the  extract  of  nux  vomica  with  great  advantage,  both  for  children 
and  adults.  For  the  former,  he  dissolved  two  grains  in  two  drams 
of  water,  and  of  this  solution  gave  two  or  three  drops  to  infants, 
and  from  six  to  fifteen  drops  to  older  children.  Duchaussot 
used  strychnia  with  perfect  success  in  a  case  of  four  years  stand- 
ing. Mr.  A.  Johnson  effected  a  cure  by  applying  one  six- 
teenth of  a  grain  of  strychnia  upon  a  blistered  surface  over  the 
coccyx.  KocH,  of  Stuttgart,  was  successful  in  a  case  of  fifteen 
years  duration,  by  means  of  injections  of  cold  water  contain- 
ing twelve  drops  of  the  tincture  of  nux  vomica* .  This  remedy  is 
said  to  be  useful  for  incontinence  of  urine,  and  retention  of  urina 
Sexual  impotence  has  been  successfully  treated  with  strychnia 
In  chorea,  there  is  strong  evidence  of  its  anti-spasmodic  virtues. 
Numerous  cases  of  chorea  are  reported  as  having  been  cured  by 
this  agent  In  epilepsy,  nux  vomica  was  asserted,  in  the  time  of 
Murray,  to  be  a  valuable  remedy.  Spasm  of  the  oesophagus  is 
reported  as  cured  by  this  drug.  Several  authors  recommend  nux 
vomica  in  intermittent  fever.  In  many  forms  of  dyspepsia,  this 
medicine  is  extremely  useful. 

Oonsiipation. — "Nux  vomica,"  says  Dr.  Copland,  " has  been 
useful  in  cases  depending  on  deficient  tone  of  the  muscular  coat  of 
the  large  bowels,  in  combination  with  a  pill  of  aloes  and  myrrh, 
or  with  the  compound  extract  of  colocyntJi"  Trousseau  recom- 
mends strychnia  particularly  for  the  sluggishness  of  the  bowels 
which  affects  old  persons,  or  those  who  have  become  prematurely 
feeble,  and  whose  digestion  is  consequently  sluggish  and  laborious. 


WBBBfiE  <mirBft&  tiiese  sfcatements,  adding  tliat  minute  doses  act 
ai(j>re  efficiently  than  laiger  ones.  HohoIiLB  is  stated  not  only  to 
liave  ijelieved,  or  removed,  by  its  means,  impacted  faeces,  but  act- 
tjjrily  to  have  relieved  stmngulateji  hernia,  when  the  necessity  of 
an  operation  seemed  inevitable.  SoPEz's  testimony  is  siimlar. 
The  tonic  influence,  of  this  agent  upon  the  bowels  is  manifest  in 
some  forms  of  dvsentery.  Eecamier  prescribed  it  with  advan- 
tage in  chronic  diarrhoea.  Nux  vomica  was  long  "recommended 
as  a  remedy  for  lumbrid,  associated  with  drastic  cathartics. 

Antidotes. — Morphia  is  probably  the  best  Camphor  and  sweet 
oil  have  been  advised  as  antidotes,  but  further  investigations  are 
required  before  they  can  confidently  be  relied  upon.  M.  Duclos 
States  that  under  the  influence  of  positive  electocity,  the  symp- 
toms of  poisoning  by  strychnia  increase,  while  they^lessen,  or  cease 
altogether,  when  negative  electi^city  is  applied — King. 

PREPARATIONS 

Fluid  Extract Dose,  5  to  15  di*ops. 

Solid       " "     ito    1  grain. 

Pills,  i  grain, **     1  to    2. 

Symphyttmi   Officinale. 

{Comfrey.) 

Comfrey  is  demulcent,  and  somewhat  astringent 
The  therapeutic  effects  of  comfrey  are  due  to  its  mucilaginous 
properties,  which  act  upon  mucous  membanea  Internally,  it  is 
employed  with  markedly  good  effects  in  pulmonary  aha  other 
complaints  in  which  these  tissues  are  implicated.  Ijt  belongs  to 
that  class  of  agents,  by  which  scrofolous  and  anaemic  conditions 
are  beneficially  treated. 

Useful  in  dian*hea,  dysentery,  coughs,  hemoptysis,^other  pulmo- 
nary affections,  and  in  leucorrhea  and  female  debility. 

.    PRKPARATIOK. 

Fhud  BztrtKit, ^ Dose,  2  to  4.clrama 

Symplocarpus  iFoBtidus. 

{SlmrJc   QMage.) 

Skunk  eabbs^  is  stimulant,  anti^spasmodic,  and  narcoiiCi 

In  large  doses,  it  will  occasion  nausea,  v<»mtiBg,  vartigoaad 

dimii^s  of  vision.     The  root  is  officinal,  though  the  se^dB^and 

loots  are  equally  powerful ;  possessing  when  fresh,  an  aeid  tai^. 

The  leaves,  when  bruised,  form  a  very  good  stimtdating'tf^ 

piioSKtion'  to  blislem. 
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It  Was  introduced  at  first  as  a  remedy  for  asthma,  and  it  has  since 
been  considered  an  excellent  remedy  in  catarrh,  chronic  cou'ghs, 
hysteric  paroxysms,  dropsy,  rheumatism,  and  even  epilepsy. 

Its  expectorant  qualities  have  rendere<l  it  useful  in  wnooping- 
Oough,  and  pulmonary  affections. 

PBKPARATIONS. 

JPlaid  Extract^ Dose,  20  to  80  drops. 


Tanacetnm  Vulgare. 

(Tansy.) 

Aromatic  tonic,  and  anthelmintia  In  the  warm  infusion,  posses- 
sing hoth  emmenagogue  and  diaphoretic  properties. 

Some  authors  claim  for  tansy  a  moderate  stimulance  to  the  ali- 
mentanr  tube.  In  over-doses,  baneful  consequences  follow  its  use. 
In  small  doses,  it  will  be  found  useful  in  convalescence  from  ex- 
hausting diseases,  in  hysteria,  and  dyspepsia  complicated  with 
flatulency.  The  vinous  preparation  is  said  to  be  beneficial  in 
strangury,  and  in  debility  of  the  kidneya 

Tansjr  is  regarded  especially  serviceable  in.  worms.  Dubois, 
Burgeois,  and  Geoffrey  attest  its  real  value  as  a  vermifuge.  Hoff- 
mann deems  an  enema  of  milk  and  tansy  as  one  of  the  best 
means  of  destroying  ascarides.  Dubois  relates  a  case  of  taenia 
which  was  cured  by  this  drug.  Schenkius,*  bv  its  use,  produced 
the  expulsion  of  more  than  one  hundred  lumbricL  Among  other 
complaints  in  which  its  remedial  virtues  have  been  tested,  are 
jrheumatism,  gout,  irregular  or  suppressed  menstruation. 

PREPARATION. 

JPluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1  dram. 


Taraxacum  Dens-Leonis. 

{Dandelion.) 

One  of  the  most  valuable  properties  of  dandelion  consists  in  its- 
local  action  on  the  liver;  a  torpid  state  of  this  organ  produces 
those  symptoms  which  are  known  as  bilious.  A  disordered  state 
of  the  Uver  is  intimately  related  to  that  most  common  of  all  dis- 
eases, dyspepsia.  The  bile,  which  is  naturally  stimulus  in  pro- 
moting peristaltic  action  of  the  bowels,  is  increased  when  defi- 
cient, and  improved  when  vitiated;  various  medical  authors 
mention  its  use  and  success  in  deranged  conditions  of  the  diges- 
tire  organs  connected  witii  an  abnormal  state  of  the  liver,  and  in 
diopsical  effusions  arising  firom  the  same  causa 

A  peculiar  nervous  susceptibility  common  among  dyspeptics^. 
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eaused  by.  the  action  of  unhealthy  acrid  bile  upon  the  irritable 
mucous  surface  of  the  bowels,  in  which  a  variety  of  distressing 
apprehensions  occur,  such  as  sudden  death,  approaching  illness,  or 
ffreat  personal  danger,  together  witb  an  utter  inability  of  fixing 
3ie  attention  upon  any  subject,  or  engaging  in  any  thing  that  de- 
mands exertion,  may  be  relieved  or  entirely  cured  by  a  faithful 
use  of  the  extract 

Its  use  in  jaundice  has  been  highly  extolled  by  inany  writers  of 
established  reputation,  and  is  sustained  by  the  experience  of  phys- 
icians of  the  present  day. 

As  an  apenent  it  acts  gently  and  without  weakening  the  system. 

In  promoting  healthy  secretions  and  restoring  the  various  fano- 
lions  of  the  system  to  a  state  of  health  and  vigor,  it  is  unsurpassed 
by  any  other  medicinal  agent 

Taraxacom  and  Senna. 

This  preparation  is  in  favor  with  many  practitioners  as  an  anti'- 
bilious  purgative.  It  is  used  successfally  with  children,  readily 
taken  by  them,  seldom  producing  pain  or  nausea,  and  not  likely 
to  cause  constipation-  This  extract  is  largely  employed  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  castor  oil. 

Taraxactun  Comx)OTind. 

• 

Compound  of  dandelion^  mandraJce  and  conium.  This  com- 
pound appears  to  be  indicated  in  a  large  number  of  .widely  di- 
versified  complaints,  such  as  torpidity  of  the  liver,  bowels,  and  of 
secretions  and  functions  generally,  in  syphilis,  cutaneous  and 
strumous  affections,  and  when  a  salutary  cnange  in  any  disease 
is  to  be  produced  only  gradually  and  that  too  without  any  sensible 
evacuations. 

IncompcUibles. — ^Bichloride  and  chloride  of  mercury,  sulpbate 
of  iron,  nitrate  of  silver,  acetate  of  lead,  infiision  of  gaUs,  &c. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Flaid  Extract  of  Dandelion, Dose,   1  to   2  drams. 

Solid        "  **  "     10  to  50  grains. 

Fluid       "  "         and  Senna, "       1  to   2  drams. 

*♦  *•  •*  Compound, ♦•       1  to    2      •• 

Pills,  8  grwns, "      3  to   «. 

Thymus   Vulgaris. 

{Thyme.) 

Aromatic  tonic,  emmenagogue,  carminative,  and  anti-spafimodic 
Itisregardedofservic©  in  hysteria,  dysmenorrhea,  flatufence,  arid 
cephalalgia.  Th^me  is  beneficial  in  an  irritable  and  weak  etate 
of  the  stomach,  in  convalescence  from  exhausting  diseasea 


}P0  SUFFLEMEHT  TO  THS 

It  promotes  the  appetite  and   fiiw)rs  the  early  reestabliabment 
of  ^gesUoiL 

Flaid  IBxtrsuSt, Dose,  i  to  1   dram 


Trillitmi  Pendnltun. 

{BethrooU) 

Bethroot  ia  astringent,  tonic  and  antiseptic.  Tannin^  and  bitter 
extractivejare  two  of  its  active  ingredients,  to  which  its  remedial 
effects  are  probably  owing.  Dr.  Lee*  says  of  trillium.  "  It  is  one 
of  our  most  valuable  tonic-astringent  alteratives,  and  especially 
Beneficial  in  most  cases  of  passive,  atonic  hemorrhage". 

Successfully  employed  in  hemoptysis,  hematuria,  metiorrhagia, 
uterine  hemorrhage,  leucorrhea,  cough,  asthma,  difficult  breathing, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  used  by  the  Indian  women  to  promote 
mrturition-  An  extract  of  equal  parts  of  bethroot  and  bugle 
nfis  been  highly  reconamended  in  diabetes. 

Internaland  external  applications  are  found  efficient  in  chronic 
iHucous  dischargea  The  root  made  into  a  poultice  proves  of 
service,  to  promote  healthy  action  of  indolent  and  ill-conditioned 
ulcers,  and  to  check  gangrene.  See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  voL  1. 

PREPARATIONS. 

IHttid  Sxtract, Dose,  1  to  3  drams. 

MUm, "     4  to  8  jpftdns. 


Trifolium   Pratense. 

{Bed  Clover.) 

The  extract  is  highly  recommended  in  cancerous  ulcers  of  eTery 
kind,  and  deep,  ragged-edged,  and  otherwise  badly  conditioned 
bums.  It  possesses,  to  a  great  degree,  soothiijg  properties,  and 
promotes  healthy  granulation. 

PREPARATION. 

<S6lift  Bztract, To  be  used  at  discretlozL 


Tussilago  Parfera. 

{Oolisfoot) 

Coltsfoot  may  be  regarded  as  emollient,  and  demulcent,  slightiy 
tonic,  and  possessing,  somewhat,  expectorant  properties.     . 
IJJ^The  extract  has  been  found  useftLlin  coughs,  asthma,  whooping- 
COTlgh,  and  the  pulmonary  affections,  acute  and  chronic 

It  is  pronounced,  by  many,  serviceable  in  scrofula,  in  which 
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coxaplaintr  it  is   recommended  by.Cullen.    The powd^i^iUaed 
externally  in  the  form-  of  a  poultice,  to  scrojFiilous  sores.; . 

PBBPABA'nOy. 

•     FUud  Extract, Dose,  i  tp  1  dram. 

Valeriana  Offtcinalis. 

{Yalman.y 

Valerian  is  tonic  in  its  .action,  anti-spasmodic,  and  calmative;  f 
subdues  unusual  and  convulsive  excitement  of  the  system^  ^th- 
out  exerting  narcotic  effects.  Wherever  there  is  irrejgular  neir^o^w 
aotion,  if  unconnected  with  inflammation  or  excited  condition  oifj 
the  system,  valerian  is  useful  in  subduing  it  It  has  been  use4' 
in.  intermittent  fever,  in  combination  with  cinchona ;  a$  also  it  iSf 
a.dininistered  in  the  restlessness  and  irritability  occurring  in  hya^. 
tjerical  constitutions,  in  the  morbid  vigilance  of  fevers,  in  epilepsjf  ^ 
hemicra^nia,  hysteria,  and  hypochondriasis.  In  large  doses,  it  pro*] 
duces  a^  sense  of  heaviness,  and  dull  pain  in  the  head,  with  othfir. 
effects  indicating  nervous  disturbance* 

The  unpleasant  taste  of  valerian  is  completely  masqued  bj., 
cinnamon^  Dr.  Copland  says,  this  drug  proves  very  efficient  in .. 
the  treatment  of  mania,,  melancholy  &a,  and  especially  so,  when- 

Sese  complaints  are  complicate'd  with  hysterical  or  haUucinatojgj^r 
Fections...   A  combination  of  vaZenon  with  oce^o^    of  (vmmomo^t 
or  hyoseyamus  is  mentioned  by  the  same  author  as  beneficjial  in 
the  above  cerebral  derangements,  particularly,  after  appropriate* 
eyacuationa 

The  valerianate  of  iron  is  a  nervo-tonic,  and  will  be  found 
serviceable  in  nervous  disorders,  hysteria,  chorea,  neuralgia,  chlo^- 
rosis,  and  ansemic  conditions  with  excitability  or  irritability  of  the 
nervous  system.  Valerianate  of  quinia  is  tonic,  febrifuge,  and. 
amative,  and  may  be  employed  similarly  with  the  tartrate  of  ju^r 
fiia.and  morphia,    * 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  i  to  1^  drama. 

SoUd        "      "     3  to  10  grains. 

Pills,  2  grains, "     2  to    5. 

Veratmm    Viride. 

{American  Hellebore,) 

Emetic,  alterative  expectorant,  diaphoretic,  nervine,  and  artcorirt. 
al. sedative.  The  late  Prof.  Tully,  of  New  Haven,  regardedvite 
as.  an  excellent  substitute , for  colchicum,  in  gouty,  neuralgic,  ancL'] 
rheumatic  affections,  to  which  disease  it  is  well  adapted.     It  is 
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a^d  to  increase  most  of  the  cecretionR  "The  veratrum  viride,** 
Bays  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  "  is  fast  becoming 
a  staple  article  of  the  materia  medica,  and  its  uses  are  every  day 
more  developed"  It  reduces  the  frequency  and  force  of  the  pulse 
with  more  certainty  than  any  other  agent  now  in  usa  The  fluid 
extract  is  regarded  as  the  blest  form  for  administration.  It  has 
been  more  extensively  employed  in  pneumonia  than  perhaps, 
any  other  disease.  Said  to  be  advantageous  in  pleurisy.  In  acute 
rheumatism,  according  to  Osgood,  it  is  more  efficacious  than  any 
other  remedy,  if  administered  so  as  to  sustain  its  impression,  and 
at  first  without  producing  nausea.  Dr.  Norwood  says :  "  We  rely 
on  veratrum  as  the  remedy  in  typhoid  fever,  and  administer  'it 
frith  every  assurance  of  success.*'  His  plan  is  to  reduce  the  pulse 
to  between  fifty-five  and  seventy-five  oeats  a  minute,  and  Keep 
it  at  the  point  desired  night  and  day.  **  By  this  kind  of  reduc- 
tion the  feDrile  and  inflammatory  symptoms  vanish,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  kept  quiet,  tranquil  and  comfortable.  *•  Osgood  recommen- 
oed  this  agent  in  nervous  asthma,  atid  not  only  in  cases  which  art 
firee  fix)m  organic  complication,  but  in  some  also  in  which  emphy- 
lema  and  organic  diseases  of  the  heart  coexist,  as  well  as  in  tnose 
of  nervous  palpitation  of  this  organ.  A  case  of  puerpjeral  ma- 
nia is  reported  oy  Dr.  A-  B.  Clark,  in  which  the  remissions  and 
exacerbations  of  the  disease  clearly  coincided  with  the  administra- 
tion and  suspension  of  the  hellebore*  This  agent  is  also  reported  to 
have  been  used  with  advantage  for  influenza,  gout,  femoral  anem- 
rittm,  dysentery,  jaundice,  ana  puerperal  peritonitia 

Dr.  COLEQROVE  has  pubhshed  the  result  of  his  trials  with  vera- 
tram  in  pneumonia,  and  the  results  are  fitvorableto  its  employ- 
jbent  He  says :  "  I  regard  it  as  a  safe  remedy  in  the  hands  of  a 
careful  physician."  Dr.  EnosHoyt,  of  Farmingham,  writes:  "Have 
Tised  the  veratrum  viride  in  theapoplexy  of  aged  people  and  those 
<jf  enfeebled  health,  and  find  it  better  than  blood  letting,  as  the 
recovery  is  better.  Have  given  as  high  doses  as  twenty  to  forty- 
drops  in  four  cases  that  came  under  my  care,  wbich  resulted  in  re- 
covery, which  was  heroical  tpeatment"  He  thinks  he  has  derived ' 
much  benefit  from  its  use  in  scarlatina,  and  he  learned  while  at 
the  South  that  the  physicians  there  were  using  it  with  good  re- 
eults  in  the  same  disease.  "  Where  arterial  excitement  needs  re- 
ducing it  is  decidedly  better  thati  digitalis,  I  like  it  in  measles, 
pertussis,  andparotidea." — (From  American  Medical  Monthly.) 

A  committee,  appointed  to  examine  the  claims  of  veratrum,  after 
great  labor  and  research,  and  after  comparing  the  experience  of  a 
number  of  physicians  who  had,  at  their  request,  experimented 
with  it,  say  that  veratrum  viride  is  one  of  our  best  (if  not  the  best), 
arterial  sedatives.  It  has  been  used  by  thousands  of  physicians 
fdll^  cbmpetent  io  make  observations  with  discrimination  and 
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sound  judgment  The  strongest  and  most  conclusive  testimony 
relative  to  its  great  value  comes  from  those  who  have  used  it  the 
most,  and  who-  are,  therefore,  the  best  prepared  to  express  an 
opinion.  Some  of  them  feel  as  though  they  could  not  get  along 
Ydthout  it,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  with  it  they  have 
saved  patients  whom  they  think  they  must  have  lost  without  it 
This  committee  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  among  all  the  cases 
that  have  been  recorded  throughout  this  whole  country,  not  a  * 
single  instance  can  be  mentioned  where  serious  harm  has  been 
wrought  by  its  use.  Of  which  of  our  other  potent  remedies  can 
this  be  s^id  ?  The  committee  add  :  **It  matters  little  who  now 
becomes  skeptical  in  respect  to  the  great  value  of  veratrum  as  a 
medicinal  agent  It  has  been  used  extensively  and  has  vindicate! 
the  reputation  given  it,  to  the  satisfaction  and  admiration  of  in* 
telligent  men  all  over  the  country,  and  supplied  a  want  that  nothing 
else  has  done." 

The  chief  diseases  in  which  it  was  employed  by  those  reporting 
in  answer  to  the  request  of  the  committee,  were  pleurisy,  pneu» 
monia,  scarlet  and  remittent  fevers,  measles,  asthma,  convulsion}^ 
ovaritis,  metritis,  affections  of  the  breasts,  and,  in  fact,  in  most  of 
the  cases  in  which  excessive  heart  action  indicated  a  sedative  re* 
laxant  Did  the  medicine  never  fail,  it  would  indeed,  be  a  specific 
But  the  experience  of  the  whole  medical  world  tells  us  that  no 
specific  has  yet  been  discovered.  The  use  of  veratrum  will  show 
tnat  it  is  as  certain  of  producing  its  peculiar  eflfects  as  calomel,  or« 
any  other  agent  of  the  materia  medica.  D.  L.  McGuGiN,  M.  U., 
(President  Faculty  Medical  Department,  Iowa  University),  re- 
marks :  "  I  am  satisfied  with  the  declaration  that  we  possess  nO 
remedial  agent  so  potent  in  the  control  of  a  certain  class  of  morbid 
manifestationa  In  a  certain  class  of  cases  in  which  it  is  indicated, 
we  can  use  it  as  an  instrument  by  which  we  can  take  hold  of  the 
heart,  as  with  our  hands — restrain  its  action,  arid  continue  to  keep 
it  under  control."  A.  F.  Pattee,  M.  D.,  remarks:  "The  indica- 
tions which  veratrum  viride  seems  to  be  capable  of  fulfilling  are 
numerou&  As  a  sedative,  no  other  medicine  is  equal  to  it,  reducing 
a  pulse  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  beats  to  seventy  in  from  three 
to  four  hours.  The  preparations  most  used  at  present  are  the  fluid  . 
extract  and  tinctura  I  prefer  the  fluid  extract,  as  prepared  by 
TUden  &  Co."    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  1, 8,  4,  and  5k 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid  Extract, Dose,  1  to  3  and  9  drops. 


Verbena    Hastata. 

{Vervain,) 
Tonic,  emetic,  expectorant,  and  sudorific.     The  .extract  made 


IM  wpnsnm  to  thk. 

iutoa  wann  infusion  proves  benefidal  iniatennitteats^  aliioaaesiafc 
colds  aiid  obstructed  menstruation,  The  extract  is  reoommendedk 
s^^  verj  good  touic  in  csuaes  of  debility^  auorexia  eto^  psoAouuoodi 
Ts^luaible  in  scrofiila,  gravel  und  worms. 

As  a  soothing  and  palliative  expectorant,  it  may  be  empIojFodr 
in  catji^h^  bronchial  affections  axm  pulmonary  cusorders. 

PREpABATJOJl. 

fluid  Kxtract, Do6e»  i  inKl  dam.  ^ 


Viburnum  Opultia 

(  Oram/p-bark,) 

•  Cramp-bark  is  a  powerful  anti-spasmodic,  a  perv^ersion,  among' 
practitioners,  of  the  name  high-cranberry  bark,  in  consequenee^ 
of  this  property. 

1 1t  is  very  efficacious  in  relaxing  cramps  and  spasms,  asthma, 
hiyiSteri^,  cramps  of  females  during  pregnancy,  highly  beneficial- 
ip  corivulsidns  of  pregnancy  and  parturition,  and  here  it  is  said  to 
Be  a  prophylactic,  if  administered  daily  for  the  last  two  or  three 
months  of  gestation.  A  poultice  of  this  agent  may  prove  em- 
inently useful  in  indolent  and  malignant  ulcers.  Much  benefit 
has  beer  derived  from  a  local  application  in  inflammation  and 
swelling  of  throat  attending  scarlatina  maligna,  and  in  other  disr 
•ases. 

I  PltEPAllATIOM. 

Fluid  Kxtract, Dose,  1  to  2. 


I  Xanthoxylum  Praxineum. 

{Prickly  Ash) 

^Stimulant,  tonic,  alterative,  and  sialogogue,  producing  when' 
swallowed,  a  sense  of  heat  in  the  stoiaadi,  with  more  or  Jess  gen- 
eral arterial  excitement,  and  a  tendency  to  diaphoresis.  It-is  thought 
to  resemble  mezerecm  and  guwdjc  in  its  remedial  action,  ana  is 
jgiveii  in  the  same  complaints.  It  is  used  as  a  stimulant  in  languijj- 
Btates  of  the  system,  and  as  a  sialogogue  in  paralysis  of  the  tongue 
and  mouth.  It  has  proved  highly  beneficial  in  chronic  rheuma- 
tisaa,  colic,  syphilis,  hepatic  derangements,  and  wherever  a  stimu-i 
lant  or  alterative  treatment  is  required.  Combined  with  equal  parts 
of  hlH4i  jUxg  and  mandrake.^  it  will  be  found  useful  in  the  treatment 
of  scrofulous,  syphilitic  and  other  diseases,  where  there  is  a  want  of 
susceptibility  to  the  influence  of  other  alterative  agents.  The 
mixture  must  be  given  in  small  doses,  and  repeated  at  short  inter- 
vals. Externally,  it  forms  an  excellent  stimulating  application  to 
indolent^  and  malignant  ulcers.      Prickly  ash  berries  are  stimu- 
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lA»ro«rmi.natiTe,  and  aati-spasmodic,  acting  especiaHy  on  mucQ^ 
tiftraes.'  OomlHned  yrithphytolacca  decandra^  in  tte  fonn  of  tincture,^ 
thOT  are  said  to  be  invaluable  in  chronic  rheumatism,  and  tertitiaiy 
sypnilis.  The  tincture  is  useful  in  many  nervous  diseases,  spasj^ 
modic  aflfections  of  the  bowels,  flatulencj^,  and  in  diarrhea  itc 
tympanitic  affections  of  the  bowels  during  peritoneal  inflamma- 
Uofi,  it  is  a  safe  and  efficient  remedy.  It  has  been  used  success- 
fully in  Asiatic  cholera.  It  is  said  to  have  a  favorable  effect  uppn^ 
th&^ecretions  of  the  kidneya  In  small  doses,  it  has  proved  tignlyj 
bdn^ficial  ip  indigestion.  It  is  thought  to  be  unsafe  for  pregnanSr 
^^ifitalesby  some,  while  others  consider  it  useful,  and  contend  th^t 
llipy  «re  less  liable  to  abortion  if  they  use  this  agent  Some  advo- 
cate-its use  in  asthma,  chronic  affectons  of  the  bladder  and  utg^ 
rus,  in  Bright*&  disease  of  kidneys,i  chronic  gout  of  the  joints, 
scrofiilous  affections,  neuralgia,  hystteria,  cherea,  epilepsy,  typhua 
and  typhoid  fevers,  &c.  It  is  said  to  have  bieen  used  exclusivelv  in 
place  of  quinine  as  a  tonic,  with  good  success.  * 

In  low  forms  of  fevers,  xanthoxylum  has  been  found  a  very 
important  and  valuable  stimulant  tonic.  Xanthoxylum  may  bo 
used  in  all  cases  where  it  is  desired  to  stimulate  and  strengthen 
mucous  tissues.  Where  a  stmulating  tonic  is  required  for  children 
after  diarrhea,  dysentery,  or  other  debilitating  diseases,  a  com- 
bination of  hydrastin  with  xanihoxylin^  will  admirably  fulfill  the 
indicationa    See  Journal  of  Materia  Medica,  vol.  2,  3  and  6. 


PREPARATIONS,  . 


Fluid  Extract, Dose,  15  to  45  drops. 

Xanthoxylin, » "       2  to    6  grfiin9. 

Pillfl  of  Xanthoxjlin,  1  prrain, "       2  to    6. 

Zingiber    Officinale. 

(Ginger,) 

Ginger  isy  beyond  question,  the  most  valuable  and  grateful 
stfaaulant,  tonic,  and  carminative,  we  possess.  Indeed,  its  value 
as  a  universally  domestic  medicine  is  too  well  known  to  need  any 
remarks.  We  give  briefly  the  circumstances  in  which  it  has 
been  beneficially  used. 

During  the  oppressive  heat  of  the  summer  months,  when  the 
system  is  prostrated"  or  exhausted  by  fatigue,  and  requires  a  stim- 
tuant,  no  preparation  can  equal  its  efficacy.  In  the  early  stages 
of  cholera,  cholera  morbus,  diarrhea,  and  summer  complaints,  it 
naay  be  regarded  as  almost  a  specific,  in  preventing  the  weakness 
and  relaxation  of  the  bowels  which  produce  diarrl^ea. 

"Prepared  with  rhubarb,"  says  Dr.  King,  "few  articles  are  more 
valuable  in  cholera  morbus,  and  cholera  infantum." 
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From  loss  of  appetite,  weakness  of  tlie  digestive  organs,  nausea 
distress  of  the  stomach,  cold,  flatulent  colic,  and  a  predisposition 
to  dyspepsia,  a  few  drops  will  afford  relief 

As  a  gargle  for  sore  throat,  as  an  external  application  for 
rheumatism,  gout,  ague  in  the  face,  &c. 

"It.  is  particularly  valuable  to  travellers,  who  are  exposed  to 
complaints  of  the  bowels,  arising  from  change  of  climate  and  ex- 
posure, or  from  the  use  of  unwholesome  water." 

It  is  much  used  to  masque  nauseous  drugs,  and  to  prevent 
their  tendency  to  produce  tormina;  very  important  adjuvant  to 
Btrong  purgatives,  moderating  their  violence.  A  local  lipplication 
of  the  concentrated  tiiicture  (one  part  of  ginger  and  two  of  proof 
spirits),  over  the  whole  forehead  has  been  attended  with  remark- 
able success  in  myopia. 

PftEPARATIOir. 

Fhaid  Bztraot, Dose,  i  to  1  i  dram. 


•—- 


PILULE 


»♦• 


AoOUitiXld.    One  sixtieth  part  of  a  gram. 

Propertibs. — The  active  j)rinciple  of  aconite,  to  which  refer. 

Doee, — One. 
Aconitd.    One  fourth,  one  lialf,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — Its  action  on  the  nervous  system  is  that  of  a 
direct  sedativa  Valuable  in  neuropathic  diseases,  rheum- 
tism,  gout,  scro^la,  secondary  syphilis,  certain  cutaneous  dis* 
eases,  &c.     See  Aconitum  Napellus,  page  1. 

Dose,  (i  grain)— One  to  twa 
AloetiO.     PA  Aloea.  U.  8.  P. 

ftoS^e.    \^^P«^  Fan,Kmfa«. 

Properties. — Cathartic  and  tonic.  Recommended  in  dys- 
pepsia, amenorrhea,  habitual  constipation ;  ordinarily  where 
cathartics  are  indicated.  All  the  varieties  of  aloes  operate  very 
slowly  but  certainly,  and  have  a  peculiar  affinity  for  the  large 
intestinea     Aloes  naa  a  decided  tendency  to  the  uterine  sjs- 
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tern.  It  is  useful  in  jaundice,  in  the  treatment  of  ascarides, 
and  is  more  frequently  employed  tlian  any  other  remedy  in 
amenorrhea.  Aloes  is  contra-indicated  by  the  existence  of 
hemorrhoids,  and  is  obviously  unsuitable,  unless  modified  by 
combination,  to  the  treatment  of  inflammatory  diseasea 

In  the  Aloeticipi\\  the  soap  diminishes  the  liability  of  the 
aloes  to  irritate  the  rectum. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 

Aloes  and  Assafoetida.     Pii-  ^^oes  et  Assa/oeHdce,   U.  8  F. 

Aloes,  *] 

Assafoetida,     V  equal  parts.     Four  grains. 

Soap,  Oas.,     J 

Properties. — Cathartic  with  stimulant  and  carminative  pro- 
perties.    Applicable  to  costiveness  attended  with  flatulence 
and  debility  of  the  digestive  organs. 
Dose, — Two  to  five. 


i-Four  grama. 


Aloes  and  Iron.    -P*i  -4^6*  et  Ferri. 

Aloes  Sooty 
.    Oonium,  Ext,  aa  i  part, 
Iron,  Sulphate, 
Ginger,  Jamaica,  aa  I  part. 

PROPERTiEa — The  laxative  power  of  aloes  is  increased,  and 
its  tendencv  to  irritate  isjdiminished  by  the  combination  with 
sulphate  of  iron.  Usefiil  in  constipation  with  debility  of  the 
stomach,  especially  when  attended  with  amenofrhea. 

Dose, — One  lo  four. 

Aloes  and  Mastich. 

Properties. — See  Dinner  PiU^  Lady  Webster's, 

Dose, — One  to  three. 

» 

Aloes  .and  Myrrh,   ph  aims  et  Myrriw.    u.  s,  P. 

Aloes 

Myrrh,  V  Four  grains. 


Soct.,  2  parts,  ) 
a,  aa  1  part,      ) 


Saffron 

Properties. — Purgative  and  emmenagogue.     Employed 
a  warm  stimulant  cathartic,  in  general  debility  attended  with 
constipation,  and  retention   or  suppression  of   the  menaea 
(Wood.) 

Dose, — Three  to  fiye. 

Aloes  and  Ext.  Gentian.  ' 

Properties. — See  Oentian  Ccnnpound, 

Dose, — One  to  five. 
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AinmoziiTini  Bromide.   One  grain. 

PBOjPERTlEa — Has  especial  reference  to  functioual  nervous 
dishes,  paiiicularly  of  the  ganglionic  system.  This  com- 
position has  been  found  decidedly  oeneficial  in  epilepsy,  and 
stpimous  ophthalmia  in  the  young.  Dr.  Gibb  adrmnistered 
it  successfully  in  these  aflfectiotis,  in  doses  varying  fix>m  one 
to  ten  grains,  three  times  a  day.  Recommended  in  chorea, 
whooping  cough,  and  cases  oi  diseased  and  irritated  mucous 
membranes. 

Dose, — Two  to  five. 

Anderson's  Scots'. 

Aloes,  Soct.,  ]  • 
Oil  AnniSj     J 

PROPERTiEa — Antibilious  and  purgativa  It  is  an  excellent 
piU  for  promoting  the  biliary  secretions^  and  uniting  an  alteiSA 
tive  with  its  purgative  action. 

Dose, — One  to  three. ' 
AnthemiS.     Two  grains. 

Properties. — Mild  tonic.  In  small  doses  acceptable  and 
corroborant  to  the  stomack     See  Anthemis  Nobilis,  page  8. 

Dose, — One  to  six. 

Antibilious. 

m^Smi' fgrainf  "^  (  ^^^  «id  three-fourths  gnuns. 

PROPERTiES.-I)rastio  hy  dijagogue  cathartic.    By  this  combi- 
nation we  have  the  purgative  energy  of  colocynth  without  its 
.  violence.      Recommended  in  dropsical  affections,  hepatic  de- 
rangements, in  cases  where  a  brisk  cathartic  is  indicated 

Dose, — One  to  four. 

Antimonil  Compound,  ^.  iS^-  P- 

PROPERTiEa — See  Calomel  Compound. 

Dose, — One  to  two. 
ApOCynmn.      Two  grains. 

Properties.  — Promotes  excretion  Has  been  beneficially 
employed  in  liver  and  stomach  affections,  intennittents,  aoick 
the  low  stage  of  typhoid  fevers.  See  Apocynum  Androsaemi- 
folium,  page  8. 

Doise, — One  to  four. 
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Aperient, 

Bart.  Nux  Vomica,       i  gr.   "] 
*'  Hyoscyamus,         i    "    J^Two  and  fiye-sixths  grains. 
"  Oolocynth  Comp.,  3    "    J 

PROPERTiEa — ^Promotes  excretion.  Employed  in  confirmed 
torpor  of  the  bowels.  ,  Ext  hyoscyamus  prevents  tOInIl4i^ 
mttiout  impairing  ;the  energy  of  the  other  ingredients. 

Dose,— One  to  two. 
AXBenioUS  Acid.      One  thirty-second  part  of  a  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — ^Alterative  and  febriiuge.    The  principald»- 
eases  in  which  it  is  principally  exhibited  are^  scirfhus   and- 
eancer,  anomalous  ulcers,  mtermittent  fever,  chonic  rheuma- 
tism, particularly  that  form  of  it  attended  with  pains  in  the 
bones,  hemicrania  and  periodical  headache. 

The  administration  should  at  once  be  stopped,  when  it  pro- 
duces swelling  of  the  face  and  eyelids,  and  disorder  of  the 
digestive  organs. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 
ASSafeetida.    ^H  Assafixttda.  U.  S.  p.    Four  grains. 

Propertied— Powerfdl  anti-spasmodic,  moderate  stimulant, 
efficient  expectorant  and  feeble  laxative.  The  disagreeable 
taste  and  odor  are  concealed  by  the  sugar  coating.  It  appears 
to  exert  a  special  action  on  the  nervous  system,  but  it  acts 
also  very  powerfully  on  the  digestive  apparatus,  Physicians 
have  employed  it  against  the  various  forms  of  hysteria.  It 
has  been  employed  in  hypochondria,  in  asthma,  and  spas- 
modic bronchitis,  in  all  the  nervous  maladies  of  the  respira- 
tory organs,  in  flatulent  colic  with  constipation.  It  is  also 
anthelmintic,  and  taken  in  small  doses,  it  assists  the  funct- 
ions of  the  stomach.  It  is  highly  usefiil  in  spasmodic  pecto- 
ral affections,  such  as  whooping  cough,  and  asthma,  and  in 
certain  infantile  coughs  and  catarrhs,  complicated  with  ner- 
vous disorder,|[or  with  a  disposition  of  the  system  to  sink. 

Dose, — Two  to  four. 

AssafcBtida  and  Iron.  ph.  Atfo^oeHim  ^  ^)i^.    cr.  s.  p. 

Assafoetida;  >  grs.     )  m.,^  ^o;„c. 
Snlph.  ofSon,  igr.  f^^  ^^^• 

-Properties. — ^Hase^ecial  reference  to  spasmodic  afiSsetions 
.  dependent  on  general  debility  of  the  system,  and  disorders 
attended  with  immoderate  discharges. 

Dose, — ^Two  to  four. 

Assafoetida  and  Bhei. 


Assafoetida, 

Bhei,  \  equal  parts.    Three  grains. 

Iron,  by  hydrogen, 


} 
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PROPEBTIE& — Anti -spasmodic,  tonic  and  laxative  combiua- 
tion. 

Dose, — Two  to  six. 
Atropia.     One  sixtieth  part  of  a  grain. 

Properties. — ^This  alkaloid  possesses  the  properties  of  atro- 
pa  belladonna  in  a  concentrated  form.     See  page  10. 

Dose, — One  to  two. 
JBdlladomia,    One-fourth,  ©ne-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — ^Narcotic,  possessing  diaphoretic  and  dinretio 
properties,  and  somewhat  disposed  to  act  upon  the  bowels. 
V  aluable  in  neuralgia,  convulsions,  spasms,  and  all  painful 
conditions  of  the  nervous  system.  Is  used  as  a  prophylactic 
in  scarlatina     See  Atropa  feelladonna,  page  10. 

Dose,  \i  grain] — On©  to  four; 

Bismuth,  Subnitrate.    Two  grains. 

Properties.— Anti-spasmodic,  absorbent,  and  slightly  seda- 
'  tive  and  astringent     Principally  employed  in  painful  aflfect- 
ions  of  the  stomach,  such  as  cardialgia,  pyrosis  and  gastro- 
dynia ;  in  spasmodic  diseases ;  and  in  dysentery  and  diarrhea- 
Dose, — Two  to  four. 
< 

Bismuth,  Subcarbonate.    Three  grains. 

Properties.  —  Tonic  and  sedative.  Recommended  in  the 
treatment  of  gastralgia,  attended  with  acrid  tongue,  laborious 
digestion,  acid  eructations  and  spasmodic  vomiting.  Has  the 
advantage  over  the  nitrate  in  that  it  is  more  readily  tolerated 
by  the  stomach,  more  susceptible  of  being  dissolved  in  the 
gastric  juice,  more  potent  to  neutralize  the  excess  of  acid  in 
the  stomach,  and  produces  no  constipating  effects. 

Dose, — One  to  three  just  before  meals. 
B1tI6  Pill.    Pii-  BydrargyrL     U.  S.  P.    Two  and  one-half,  and  five  grains 

Properties.— Alterative,  sialogogue  and  purgative.  Less  ir- 
ritating than  the  other  mercurials.  It  is  employed  in  consti- 
pation, biliary  derangements,  syphilitic  diseases,  and  when- 
ever the  influence  qi  mercury  is  desirabla  With  a  view  to 
the  alterative  effect  upon  the  digestive  organs,  one  pill  may 
be. given  every  night,  or  every  other  night,  at  bed-time,  and 
followed  in  the  morning,  if  the  bowels  should  not  be  opened, 
by  a  small  dose  of  laxative  medicina  From  five  to  fifteen 
grains  of  the  mass  are  occasionally  given  as  a  cathartic,  in 
cases  requiring  a  peculiar  impression  upon  the  liver;  but> 
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when  tised  for  this  purpose,  it  should  always-  either  be 
combined  with,  or  speedily  followed  by,  a  more  certain  pur- 
gativa 

Dose     i  2^  ^^'  ^^^  ^  ^'^'^• 
i^oee,.    -J  5      u  OfiQ  to  two. 


Blue  Fill  Compound. 

Blue  Pill,  1  gr.  ) 

Opii,  i  gr,         >-  One  and  throe-quarter  grains. 

Ipecac,  i  gr.     ) 

PitOPERTiES.  —  This  combination  so  modifies  the  action  of 
blue  pill,  as  to  render  it  a  more  satisfactory^  laxative  and  al- 
terativa  The  base  is  more  energetic,  while  its  after-effeda 
are  less  objectionable. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 

Blue  Pill  and  Podophyllin,    Throe  grains, 

PROPERTiEa — See  Podophyllin  and  Blu6  FilL 

Dose, — One  to  two. 
Cdlomel.    One-half,  one,  two,  three,  and  five  grains. 

Pkoperties.— Calomel  is  the  most  valuable  of  the  mercurial 
•  preparations,  uniting  with  the  general  properties  of  the  mercu- 
rials those  of  a  purgative  and  anthelmintic.  Whether  the 
object  be  to  bring  the  system  under  the  general  influence  of 
mercury,  or  to  produce  its  alterative  action  upon  the  hepatic 
or  other  secretory  functions,  calomel  is  superior  to  all  other 
preparations,  on  account  of  both  its  certainty  and  mildness. 

It  is  peculiarly  useful  in  the  commencement  of  bilious  fe- 
vers, in  hepatitis,  jaundice,  bilious  and  painter's  colic,  dysen- 
tery, especially  that  of  the  tropical  climates,  and  all  other  af- 
fections attended  with  congestion  of  the  portal  system^  or 
torpidity  of  the  hepatic  function.  It  is  often  added  in  small 
quantities  to  purgative  combinations,  with  a  view  to  its  in- 
fluence on  the  liver. 

CalOXUel  Compound.    (Plummer*8.)    pa  Calomdomoa  Compontfi^  U,  S,  P. 
Three  grains. 

Properties. — ^Alterative,  well  adapted  to  the  treatment  of 
chronic  rheumatism,  and  of  scaly  and  other  eruptive  diseases 
of  the  skin,  especially  when  accompanied  with  a  syphilitic 
taint 

Dose, —  One  to  two* 

Calomel  and  Opium. 


PROPKKPiKa-The  degree  of  irritation  wtioh  ordii^arilj  fol- 
lows the  administration  of  pure  calomel  is  diminished,  while 
its  laxative  power  is  increased  by  tlais  combination. 

Dose, — One  to  three. 

Calomel  aiid  Bhei,  Ext. 

Oalomel,  ^  gr.  \ 

''^'^^^-  Oomp..  i  gr.  [  9^0  and  a  half  grainB. 
"   Hyoscyamus,  J  gr.  ) 

Propbrties. — ^A  safe  and  reliable  pill  in  habitual  constipa- 
tion.    Its  nse  is  unattended  by  any  unpleasant  results. 

Doee, — ^Two  to  four. 

Calomel  and  Compound  Colocynth,  Ext. 

K'S^o^ySh  Comp.,  2*  gra.    }  Three  and  a  halt  grains. 

Properties. — Employed  in  costiveness  and  torpid  state  ot 
the  bowels  and  liver.  Possesses  properties  similar  Jto  colo- 
cynth comp.  and  blue  piU. 

Dose, — Two  to  four. 

Camphor  and  Opium. 

Properties.  —  Anodyne,  diaphoretic,  sedative  and  anti- 
spasmodic. Camphor  is  said  to  lessen  the  chance  of  idiosyn- 
cratic effects  of  opium.  This  combination  is  serviceable  iu 
hysteria,  nymphomania  and  all  irritation  of  the  sexual  oigana. 
Dose, — One  to  two. 

Cannabis  Indica.    One-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties.  —  Supposed  to  exert  an  influence  on  both  the 
brain  and  spinal  cord.  It  is  very  efficient  in  checking  cougt 
and  cramp,  and  removing  langour  and  anxiety.  See  Canna- 
bis Indica,  page  16. 

Dose,  {^  grain), — Two  to  four. 
Capsicum.     One  grain. 

Properties. — In  small  doses  it  produces  warmthin  the  stom- 
ach, promotes  digestion,  and  stBOixdates  the  geuilo^iiiinary 
organs-     See  Capsicum  Annuum,  page  17.  . 

Dose, — One  to  two. 

Cathartic.    ^H-  CaiharUcce  Composite.     XJ.  S,P. 
Ext.  Colocynth,  Oomp., 

Gamboge, 
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Y  Three  grains. 

I 


Properties.  —  This  preparation  is  intended  to  represent 
nuijieroiis  cathartics,  and  calculated  for  a  wide  range  of  ap- 
plication. The  operation  of  the  several  ingredients,  though 
singly  drastic,  is  rendered  mild  in  a  state  of  combination  with- . 
out  losing  any  of  its  purgative  power.  P^i-ticularly  adapted 
to  the  early  stages  of  bilious  fevers,  to  hepatitis,  jaundice,  and 
all  those  derangements  of  the  alimentary  cangil^  or  of  the 
general  health,  which  depend  on  congestion  of  the  portal  cir- 
cle. 

Dose, — One  to  Pour. 

Cathartic  Improved. 

Ext.  Colocynth,  Comp.,  "^ 

"    Jalap, 
Podophyllin, 
Leptandrin,  , 

Ext,  Hyoscyamua, 

"    Gentian, 
#         Oil  Peppermint. 

PRoPERTiEa — Formula  first  appeared  in  the  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica.  The  Improved  Compound  Cathartic  is  a  re- 
liable purgative,  mild  and  speedy  in  its  operation,  possesses 
superior  alterative  properties,  regulates  the  biliary  secretions, 
and  thoroughly  cleanses  the  alimentary  canaL 

The  numerous  testimonials  received  in  reference  to  the 
action  of  this  pill  agree  in  saying,  that  while  it  is  not  vio- 
lently drastic,  it  is  thorough  in  its  action,  not  weakening"  the 
system  by  hasty  and  drenching  discharges,  but  acting  as  a 
superior  alterative ;  at  the  same  time  being  certain  and  effect- 
ive in  its  action  on  the  liver.  This  has  everywhere  been  the 
testimony  in  reference  to  the  action  of  podophyllin  and  lep- 
tandrin, namely,  certainty  in  their  cholagogue,  purgative,  and 
alterative  action,  unaccompanied  by  haste  or  violence.    • 

Possesses  the  purgative,  alterative  and  cholagogue  proper- 
ties of  the  U.  S.  P.  Compound  Cathartic,  at  l£e  same  tmre' 
not  being  open  to  the  popular  objection  of  including  calomel 
in  its  composition ;  and  as  a  substitute  for  the  U.  Si  P.  pill, 
it  is  confidently  recommended  to  the  profession.        * 

Dose — One  to  Three. 

Clidmaphila,  Ext.   Thre^grAlna. 

PROPERTiEa — ^It  has  proved  very  effieacious  in  many  cu- 
taneous diseases,  scrofula,  chronic  rheumatism,  chronic  nephri- 
tic, urinary  and  dropsical  affectiona      See  Chimaphila  T%i-' 
bellata,  page  22. 

Dose— Three  to  six 
8 
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Ghinoidine.    Two  grains. 

Chinoidine  resembles  qulnia  in  its  medical  properties,  oo- 
casionally  eflective,  where  the  salts  of  quinia,  from  long  use^ 
have  become  i)owerless.  Some  even  claim  for  it  a  superiority 
over  all  other  preparations  of  cinchona. 

Dose — One  to  Three. 

Chinoidine  Compound. 

Chinoidine,  2  grs.,  \ 

Fern  Sulphate,  Exsic,  1  gr.  V  Three  nnd  a  half  grains. 

Piperini,  i  gr.  ) 

Properties. — This  union  of  well-known  tonics  will  be 
found  useful  in  chlorosis,  and  in  anaemic  conditions,  in  some 
types  of  amenorrhea ;  and  generally  where  the  system  lacks 
vital  energy,  and  the  blood  is  impoverished 

Dose— One  to  Two. 
Cimicifugin.    One  grain. 

PROPERTiEa  —  "  Tonic,  alterative,  nervine,  anti-periodic^ 
with  an  especial  affiinity  for  the  uterua  Used  in  intermit- 
tent fevers,  periodic  disorders,  leucorrhea,  menorrhagia,  dys- 
menorrhea, amenorrhea,  sterility,  rheumatism,  scrofula,  and 
Srolapsus  uteri,  not  accompanied  by  an  inflammatory  con- 
ition  of  that  organ  or  its  ligaments.  It  has  also  been  used 
with  success  in  gleet,  gonorrhea  and  dyspepsia."  See  Cimici- 
fuga  Bacemosa,  page  24. 

Dose — One  to  Four, 
*Ginohona,    Sulphate.    One  and  a  half,  and  three  grains. 

PROPERTiEa — Possesses  nearly  the  same  remedial  virtues 
as  sulphate  of  quinia.    Efficient  as  a  tonic  and  anti-periodia 

Pose. — One  to  Four. 

Oochia. 

Coloc]mth  Gomp.,  ^ 

Aloes,  I 

Gamboge,  V  Three  graixuk 

Scanunony,  I 

Potafisa  Sulph.  J 

PROPERTiEa — ^Actively  cathartia  Sulphate  potassa  estab- 
lishes a  more  perfect  diwsion  of  the  aloes  and  scammonj. 

Doee. — One  to  Three. 
Oodeia.    One  sixteenth  part  of  a  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — ^In  the  hands  of  M.  Barbier,  of  Amiens,  it 

relieved  painful  aftiections  having  their  origin  in  the  great 

sympathetic.    It  neither  affected  the  circulation,  disturbed 

*    mgeation,  or  produced  constipation  Dr.  Aran,  of  Paris,  deems 
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it.not.  inferior  to  morphia,  in  its  efficiency  to  relieve  pain  aud 
secure  undisturbed  rest,  though  it  must  be  given -m  larger 
doses.  As  respects  intensity  of  action,  Magendie  compares 
©ne  grain  of  Codeia  with  half  a  grain  of  morphia.  Two 
grains  induced,  besides  sleep,  vertigo,  nausea,  and  even  vom- 
iting; but  this  dose  succeeded  like  a  charm  in  cases  of  neu- 
ralgia faciei,  and  in  sciatica,  that  had  resisted  the  most  valu- 
ed agents.  Dr.  Miranda  has  published  the  results  of  his  ex- 
perience with  codeia  in  what  he  calls  powerful  nervous  irrita- 
tions of  the  mucous  membranes  of  me  stomach,  and  he  af- 
firms that  by  it  he  cured  eleven  cases.  It  has  been  used  with 
great  advantage  in  several  bad  cases  of  dyspepsia. 

Dose. — On©  to  Four. 
Cdchicom,  Ext.    One  half  grain. 

Properties. — Sedative,  and  appears  to  have  the  power  of 
increasing  all  the  secretions.  Colchicum  is  considered  inval- 
uable in  the  treatment  of  gout  and  rheumatism,  especiallV 
when  these  affections  assume  a  neuralgic  character.  See  Col- 
chicum Autumnale,  page  27. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Colocynth  Compound,  Ext.   Three  grains. 

Properties. — Produces  prompt  and  free  alvine  evacua- 
tions.    Exhibited  beneficially  in  hepatic  derangements. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Six. 

Colocynth  Compound,  Ext.,  and  Blue  Pill. 

Colocynth  Comp.,  2i  grs.,  >  ^.  . 

Blue  Pill,  i  gr.  ]  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 

Properties.  —  An  excellent  alterative  and  cholagogue 
combination. 
Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Colocynth  Compound  and  Ipecac.   Three  grains. 

Properties. — The  modification  produced  by  a  union  with 
ipecac  renders  the  action  of  colocynth  compound  more  ener- 
getic, and  also  less  severe.  A  favorite  pill  with  many  to  re* 
move  visceral  obstructions.. 

Doee. — Two  to  Four. 

Colocynth  Compound  and  Hyoscyamus.     PH  Coloeytuhidia  §i 

Syoscyamif  U.  8.  P,    Three  grmna. 

Properties. — Compound  extract  of  colocynth  is  said  to 
be  almost  entirely  deprived  of  its  griping  tendency  by  com* 


m^  SUFPLBMIBKnS'  TO  TUB 

bimng  it  mth  hyoscyamiis,  without  suffering  any  impairment 
of  its  purgative  power, 
Dosa-rOne  to  Six. 

Colocyntli  Compound  and  PodophyiHn.   Three  grains. 

PR0PEBTIE& — Antibilious  cathartic.  A  potent  substitute 
for  calomel  where  some  idiosyncrasy  of  constitution  or  pre- 
judice interdicts  the  use  of  the  latter  agent 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Colocynth  Compound  and  Calomel.   Three  grains. 

Properties. — Possesses  properties  analogous  to  Coloc3Tith 
Compound  and  Blue  Pill. 

Dose. — Two  to  Three. 
Conium,   iExt.     One-fonrth,  one-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — Narcotic  and  alterative.  Conium  is  admin- 
istered in  a  variety  of  complaints  to  alleviate  pain.  By  some 
it  is  supposed  to  possess  a  curative  influence  over  malignant 
tumors.  Beneficial  in  chronic  rheumatic  affections ;  in  all 
excitable  conditions  of  the  nervous  and  vascular  system.  See 
Conium  Maculatum,  page  29. 

Dose. — (i  grain)  Two  to  Six. 

Conium  and  Ipecao-.  cr.  s.  p.   One  gram. 

Properties. — Conium  is  regarded  by  some  physicians, 
more  serviceable  when  united  with  ipecac. 

Dose. — Three  toPive. 

Cook's  PiU. 

AloeS)  1  gr.,  \ 

Calomel,  i  gr.,  (  ,«,  . 

Rhei,  1  gr.,  f  ^^^®®  ^^^^• 

Soap,  i  gr,  ) 

PROPERTLsa — ^Laxative  and  alterative.  A  very  popitlsr 
pill  on  the  plantations  through  the  South. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Gdpaiba,  Pure  Solidified.   Four  grains. 

Properties. — ^Diuretic.  Efficient  in  chronic  diseases  of 
the  mucous  membranes.  It  operates  by  exciting  a  new  and 
healthy  action  on  irritated  mucous  sur&ces.  In  small  doses 
it  improves  the  digestion,  and  in  larger  doses  it  occasions 
nausea  and  alvine  dejections.  It  has  an  especial  action  on 
*  the  genito-urinal  membranes.  Hence  proceeds  its  principal 
•   •  Tiseincombating  the  hemorrhagic  fluxes,  and  it  is,  with  cubebs, 
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tte  specific  for  these  diseases.  It  is  administered  both  at  tlift 
outset  as  well  as  when  the  inflammatory  sytnptoinjs  have  sub- 
sided. Oopaiba  prevents  nocturnal  erections,  the  pain  and 
inflammation  in  gonorrhea,  as  well  as,  and  oflicn  bettedr  thazt 
antiphlogistics.  M.  Eibes  asserts  that  copaiba  has  never  fiiiled 
against  the  symptoms  provoked  by  the  spontaneous  suppres- 
sion of  the  gonorrhea,  psirticularly  when  the  symptoms  were 
developed  a  little  time  after  the  suppression  of  the  discharge, 
and  when  the  remedy  was  instantly  employed ;  in  such  cases 
the  gonorrhea  and  the  symptoms  have  invariably  never  re- 
turned. 

Dose. — Two  to  Five. 

Ctopalba  Compound. 

PiL  Oopaiba, 
Resin  Guiac, 
Fern  Git, 
Oleo^resiiif  Gubeb. 

Properties. — ^Unites  a  gentle  but  efficient  chalybeate  with 
powerfiil  diuretics.  This  pill  is  prefen^  by  many  to  any 
other  in  the  treatment  of  gleet,  gonorrhea,  and  that  class  of 
diseases. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Oopaiba  and  Cubebs,  Ext. 

pa.  Oopaiba,  2  grs.,  )  ^^^         ... 

Oleo-resin,  Gubeb,  1  grain.    ]  ^^^^  S^™^' 

PROPERTiEa — Produces  effects  similar  with  copaiba  purCi 
and  given  in  the  same  type  of  disorders. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 

Oopaiba,  Ext.  Cubebs  and  Citrate  Iron.   Three  grains.     . 
Properties. — ^Similar  to  copaiba  compound. 

Dose. — One  to  Four. 
Oomin.    Two  grams. 

Properties. — It  may  be  used  in  all  cases  where  quinine  ii 
indicated.     The  active  principle  of  Comus  Florida. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
(SCYnXLS  Florida,  Ext.    Two  grains. 

PROPERTiEa  —  Tonic,  astringent  and  highly  sliMisdantb 
Used  with  advantage  in  typhoid,  and  periodical  fevers,  in  all 
cases  where  tonics  are  advised.    See  Cornus  Florida,  page  SL 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Five. 
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Corrosive  SublilXiatO.    One-sixteenth,  and  one-oigbth  part  of  a  grain. 

Properties. —  Alterative  in  cutaneous,  scrofiilous  and 
rheumatic  diseases,  nervous  disorders,  diseases  of  the  bones, 
&a,  obstinate  prurigo,  acne,  and  other  eruptions  of  the  fiuje. 
Generally  employed  in  syphilitic  maladies. 

Dose. — (^  grain)  One  to  Two. 
Oubebs  Ext.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — Cubebs  are  stimulant,  exercising  a  decided 
influence  over  the  urinary  apparatua     Have  been  successfully  • 
administered  in  gonorrhea,  leucorrhea,  and  also  been  found  of 
service  in  chronic  bronchitis,  laryngitis,  and  dyspepsia.     Seo 
Piper  Cubeba,  page  72. 

Dose. — One  to  Six. 
Cubebs  and  Alum.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — Alum  is  stated  greatly  to  increase  the  effi- 
cacy of  cubebs.     (Witring.) 

Doee. — ^Two  to  Four,      .  •         » 

Cubebs,  Ext.,  Rhatany  and  Iron. 

Ext  Cubebs,    1^  grs. ) 
**     Rhatnay,  i    **    >  Three  graina. 
Iron,  Sulphate.  1    "    ) 

PROPERTiEa — Stimulant,  astringent  and  tenia  This  com- 
bination appears  to  be  indicated  in  mucous  discharges,  incon- 
tinence of  urine,  &c.  The  type  of  fluxes  will  readily  bd 
suggested  to  which  this  combination  is  peculiarly  adapted. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Cypripedium,  Ext.   Two  grams. 

Properties. — Useful  in  hysteria,  chorea,  nervous  head- 
ache, and  all  cases  of  nervous  irritability.  See  Cypripedium 
page  88. 

Doae. — ^Two  to  Six. 
DigitaliH.    One-thirty-seoond  part  of  a  grain. 

Properties. — The  amorphous  principle  of  Digitalis  Pur- 
purea, and  eflfects  the  system  similarly.  Exercises  a  powerftJ 
sedative  influence  on  the  circulatory  and  nen^ous  system* 
and  particularly  on  the  generative  organs.  The  potency  of 
this  concentrated  principle  necessitates  care  and  prudence  in 
the  administmtion. 

Dose. — One  to  Two, 
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Digitalis,    Ext.    One-half  grain. 

Properties. — Sedative  and  diuretic.  The  former  ^apts 
it  to  cases  in  which  the  action  of  the  heart  requires  it  to  do 
controlled,  the  latter  renders  it  invaluable  in  dropsical  aflfec- 
tions.  The  two  actions  never  occur  simultaneously.  If  ei* 
ther  of  these  effects  be  readily  obtained,  there  is  no  danger  of 
its  accumulating  in  the  system.  Employed  in  dropsy,  dis- 
eases of  the  heart,  aneurism,  epilepsy,  &c.  See  Digitalis  Pur- 
purea, page  36. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Dinner  Pill.    (Lady  Webster's.) 

AloeSf  Soct.,         ^ 

Gum  Mastich,        >•  Three  gr^p& 

Rose  LeaveSi  ) 

Properties. — A  favorite  pill  in  indigestion,  dyspepsia,  and 
constipation. 

Dose.— One  to  Three. 
Elaterium.    (Clutterbucl^s.)    One-eighth  grain.  * 

Propertied — ^Blaterium  is  a  drastic  purgative.  Its  nau* 
seating  and  griping  tendency  is  counteracted  by  a  combina* 
tion  with  capsicum  or  ginger.  Applicable  in  cases  reauiring 
very  copious  evacuations,  as  in  the  treatment  of  passive  drop- 
sies, especially  in  ascites  and  hydrothorax,  as  a  revulsive  in 
cerebral  affections,  and  whenever  a  hydragogue  or  revellent 
effect  is  indicated- 
Dose. — One  to  Twa 

Q'SUnbOge    Compound.    -P*^.  Gcmibogia  ComposUa^  U.  S.  P»    Three  graixA. 

Qamboge,  \ 

Aloes,  Soct,  (  rr^^A  /»..a{»o 

Ginger,  JanJaica,      f  ^^^  ^^"^ 
Soap,  ; 

Properties. — An  active  purgative  pilL 

Dose. — Three  to  Kve. 
Gentian,    Ext.    Three  grainB. 

P^iOPERTiES. — Tonic.  Promotes  the  appetite,  invigorates 
digestion,  and  acts  as  a  general  corroborant  SeeGentiana  Lu- 
tea,  page  43. 

Dose.— Two  to  Slx. 

Gtontian    Compound.    JPd-  Omtiana  Compositor  u.  s.  p. 
Ext.  Gentian, 

Oil  Canu., 


:  Two  and  a  half  gratiuk 
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PropertieSw — A  laxative  to  the  ooiuitipatiQiis  of  sodentj^f 
and  dyspeptic  persons. 

Doae. — One  to  Five. 
0«raniiXl.     One  grain. 

Properties. — May  be  employed  for  aU  purposes  to  which 
astringent  pilular  medicines  are  applicabla  See  GBranimn 
Maculatum,  page  44. 

Dose.— One  to  Five. 

Hellebore,  Black,  Ext.   One  e^ain. 

Properties. — Hellebore,  in  medicinal  doses,  is  alterativ% 
drastic  cathartic,  emmenagogue  and  anthelmintia  See  Bblle- 
borus  Niger,  page  48. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 

Hooper's   Female  Pills. 

Aloes,  Soct, 
Iron,  Sulphate, 
Ezt  Blacl(  Hellebore, 
Myrrh  y 

c  Soap, 
Canella,. 
Ginger,  Jamaica, 

Properties. —  Extensively  used  for  their  emmenagogue 
properties. 

Doso. — One  to  Three. 

Hydrastin,   Alkaloid.    One  grain. 

Propkuties. — Laxative,  cholagogue,  alterative,  resolvent^ 
,  tonic,  diuretic  and  antiseptic,  with  an  especial  action  on  diar 
eased  mucous  tissues.  It  acts  upon  the  liver  with  a  certainly 
and  eificacy  that  few  drug's  possess.  As  a  cholagogue  and 
doobstruent,  it  is  said  to  have  few  equals.  In  splenetic,  mes- 
enteric, and  abdominal  visceral  affections  generally,  in  scrof- 
ula, glandular  and  cutaneous ''diseases,  debility,  chronic  diar- 
rhea and  dysentery,  constipation,  and  in  all  morbid  dischar- 
ges ;  it  is  a  remedy  whose  utility  is  attested  by  the  liighegt 
autliorit}'.     See  Hydrastis  Canadensis,  page  51. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 

Hydrastin,    Besinoid.    One  grain. 

Properties. — This  resinoid  principle  has  properties  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  preceding  alkaloid,  but  is  too  stimulating 
in  ceilain^  irritable  and  inflamed  states  of  the  mucous  mem* 
branes.  When  torpor  and  coldness  of  the  system  occur,  and 
when  there  are  exudations  of  plastic  lymph,  the  influence  of 
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this  medicme  appears  to  be  imperatively  demanded.   It  should 
'^"    not  be  employed  in  cases  of  inflamed  mucous  linings  of  the 
lK>wels,  as  it  IS  then  liable  to  be  attended  with  tenesmic  and 
coliky  pains,  and  other  troublesome  conditions. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Six. 
HyO>SCyazXltLSJ    "Ext,    One-fourth,  one  half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties.— Narcotic,  anodyne  and  anti-spasmodic.  OahioB 
and  sooths  any  irritation  of  the  system,  allays  pain  and  re- 
M^v^  spasms.  Its  use  is  unattended  by  the  unpleasant  aft^ 
e&dcta  which  usually  accompany  the  administration  of  opium, 

Dose. — (i  grain)  Two  io  Four. 
Ignatia,  Sxt.    One-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — ^Very  similar  to  nux  vomica,  but  more  en- 
ei^etic.  XJsefiil  in  nervous  debility,  amenorrhea,  chlorosis, 
and  epitepsy.     See  Ignatia  Amara,  page  94. 

Dose.— {i  grain)  One  to  Three. 
XOdlner.    One-eighth  grain. 

Properties. — Principally  employed  in  diseases  of  the  ab- 
sorbent and  glandular  systems,  all  dfiseases  of  an  hyi)ertrophi- 
cal,  strumous  or  cachectic  character. 

Dose. — One  to  Pour.  S 

Iodoform   and   Iron. 

Properties. — Possesses  tonic,  an ti- septic  and  anti-spas- 
modic virtues,  serviceable  to  arrest  the  progress  of  phthisis, 
highly  recommended  as  an  alterative  in  the  treatment  of  ob- 
stinate skin  diseases,  scrofulous  enlargement  of  the  glands, 
and  old  cases  of  bronchocele. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 
Ipecac,  Ext.    One-fourth  grain. 

Properties. — f  pecac,  in  one-fourth  grain  doses,  acts  as  a 
tonic,  invigorating  digestion,  promoting  the  appetite,  and  is 
useful  in  some  forms  of  dyspepsia  Half  grain  doses,  adminis- 
tered every  three  or  four  houi^s,  produce  perspu-atioii,  and 
are  beneficial  in  febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases.  Sqc  Ce- 
pheelis  Ipecachuanha,  page  20. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Ipecac  and   Opium.  , 

Opium,   1  part, 

Ipecac,  1       "  J.  One  gprain,  equal  to  2|  grains  Dover's  Powder. 

Potass.  Sulphate,  8  parts. 
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Properties. — ^An  admirable  anodyne  diaphoretio,  not  sur- 
passed perhaps  by  any  other  combination  in  the  po\^er  of 
promoting  perspiration 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Six. 

Ipecaxs  and  OpilUH.  Two  grama,  equal  to  Five  grains  Dover's  Powder, 

Ipecac  and  Opiunx.  ^'our  gnuDS,  equal  to  Ten  grains  Dover*s  Powder. 

Ipecac  and  Squills.  -P»i  Jpecacuhancs  et  ScUIcb,  U.  S.  P,    Three  grains. 

Properties. — ^A '  mild  expectorant  medicine  for  children 
when  threatened  with  an  attack  of  croup ;  and  beneficial  in 
catarrh,  bronchia,  and  that  class  of  complaints,  when  a  gentlt 
expectorant  stimulant  is  required. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Three. 
Ilidin.    One-half,  and  one  grain. 

Propertied — The  oleo-resiiuous  principle  of  blue  flag,  ca- 
thartic, alterative,  sialagogue,  diuretic  and  vermifuge.    See 
Iris  Versicolor,  page  55. 

Dose. — (i  grain)  One  to  Six. 

Iron   and  Aloes. 

Properties. — See  Aloes  and  htm. 

Iron,   Citrate.    Two  grains. 

Properties. —  Highly  esteemed  ferruginous  preparatioa 
Suitable  for  children  in  ordinary  cases  of  debility* 

Dose. — Two  to  Three. 

Iron,   Citrate,  and    Quinine,  Citrate.   One,  and  two  grain*. 

Propertied — ^Valuable  tonia  A  convenient  form  for  ad- 
ministering quinine  and  iron  in  combination.  Admirably 
adapted  for  children  and  delicate  femalea 

Dose. — (1  grain.) — ^Two  to  Six. 

Iron,  Citrate,  and  Strychnia,  Citrate. 

Properties. — Chalybeate  and  tonia  May  be  given  xa 
dyspepsia  when  there  is  want  of  appetite,  and  constipation,  in 
paralysis,  amenorrhea,  &c. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 


Iron,  Compound.   -P*^-  Fwtx  Composum,   xj,  s,  p. 

Myrrh^  J 

Soda  Carb.,      V  Three  grains. 

Iron,  Sulph.,  ..) 
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Properties. — This  pill  is  used  principally  as  an  enimena- 
gogue^  and  antihectic  tonic. 

Dose. — ^Twoto  Six. 
Iron,     Carbonate  (VaUefs  FormtUa.)    Tlire6  grains. 

Properties. — Particularly  useful  in  chlorosis,  ammorrhea, 
and  other  female  complaints.  Vallet's  preparation  is  the  best 
to  produce  the  alterative  effects  of  iron. 

Dose. — Thro©  to  Ten, 

Xroni  'Carbonate  of,  and  Manganese.  Three  grain*. 

Properties. —  Tonic  and  alterative.  It  is  asserted  that 
cases  of  anaemia,  which  had  resisted  the  administration  of 
iron  alone,  yielded  rapidly  to  the*  combination  of  this  metal 
with  manganese.  *'In  confirmation  of  this  statement,"  saya 
Speer,  "  I  may  say  that  in  two  cases  which  lately  came  under 
my  notice,  the  one  of  chlorotic  anemia,  with  amenorrhea,  the 
other  of  uncomplicated  traumatic  anemia,  both  of  long  stand- 
ing, the  saccharine  carbonate  of  iron  and  manganese  succeed- 
ed entirely,  after  iron  alone  had  failed,  In  each  of  these 
.cases,  its  effects  upon  the  composition  of  tlie  blood  and 
through  this  upon  the  general  health,  were  extremely  rapid, 
thus  affording  a  contrast  to  the  effects  of  the  simple  prepara- 
tions of  iron,  which,  even  when  mo'st  successful,  are  usually 
slow  in  their  operation,** 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Iron,  Hydrocyanate.   One-haif  grain. 

Properties. — Valuable  in  epilepsy,  neuralgia,  and  nervous 
affections  genarally.  These  pills  have  been  known  to  effect 
permanent  cures  of  epileptic  paroxysms  after  a  total  failure 
of  other  remedies  usually  prescribed.  The  utility  of  hydro- 
cyanate of  iron  in  epileptic  spasms,  and  the  consequent  de- 
spondency and  gloomy  feelings,  is  strongly  supported  t)y  Dr. 
McGugin,  Professor  in  the  Iowa  Medical  tJollege. 

Dose,  to  prevent  the  return  of  epileptic  spasms,  1  night 
and  morning ;  for  neuralgaic  and  nervous  affections,  1  every 
three  hours,  increasing  according  to  the  indications. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Iron  and  Iodoform.   Two  grains. 

Properties.— &e  Iodoform  and  Iron, 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 
Iron,  Lactate.     One  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — Possesses  the  general  medical  properties  of 
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the  ferroginouB  preparationfl.  Has  a  marked  efiBsct  in  increas- 
ing the  appetite.  Efficacious  in  ckloro«B,  with  or  without 
amenorrhea. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Iron,  Phosphate.   TwograiM. 

Propebties. — Advised  in  cancerous  afFecfcions.  Pdtent  to 
invigorate  and  restore  the  vital  powers.  Beneficial  in  febrile 
diseases,  rickets,  diabetes  and  ansBmic  diseases. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 

» 

Iron,  Pyro-Phosphate.    Oaa  grain. 

Properties. — ^Blood    restorative,    tonic    and   alterativa 
Superior  medicinal  virtues  are  claimed  for  it 
Dose. — ^Twoto  Fivie. 

I^On,  Protiodide.    One  grain. 

Properties. — ^Tonic,  alterative,  diuretic  and  emmena- 
gogae.  Sharpens  the  appetite,  promotes  digestion,  and  occa- 
sionally  pfoves  laxative.  Ohiefly  employed  in  scrofulous  af- 
fections, swellings  of  the  cervical  glands,  visceral  obstructions 
attended  with  deficient  action,  chlorosis,  atonic  amenorrheai 
and  leucorrhea. 

Dose. — Two  to  Four. 
Iron,   Queyenne's.    {By  Hydrogen.)    One,  and  two  grain«. 

Properties. — Employed  in  anaBinia,  chlorosis,  amenor- 
rhea, chorea,  and  enlargement  of  the  spleen  following  inter- 
mittent fever.  Its  general  mode  of  action  is  to  improve  the 
quality  of  impoverished  blood. 

Dose. — Three  to  Six. 
Iron  and  Strychnia.     Two  and  oneHsixtieth  grains. 

Properties. — Beneficial  in  dyspepsia,  when  there  is  want 
of  appetite,  constipation,  and  a  sensation  of  weight  in  the 
epigastrium  after  eating.  Strychnia  J  appears  to  overcome 
constipation  by  its  peristaltic  action  on  the  portal  circle, 
while  iron  gives  tone  to  the  system. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Iron,    Sulphate,   SxsiO.    Pil-  Ferri  Suiphatis.    U.  S.  P.     Four  grains. 

Properties. — As  an  astringent  in  diseases  attended  with 
immoderate  discharges,  such  as  passive  hemorrhages,  diabe- 
tes, leucorrhea,  gleet ;  as  a  tonic  m  dyspepsia,  and  in  the  de- 
bility following  protracted  diseases. 

Doae. — 0ns  to  Five. 


Iron,  Valerianate.   One  grain. 

PBOPERTiEa — Tonic,  anti-spasmodic.  The  valerianate  of 
iron  proves  an  efficacious  remedy  in  hysterical  aflfections, 
and  is  particularly  valuable  when  these  disorders  are  accom- 
panied with  chlorosis. 

Dose. — One  to  Two, 
JaJap.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Jalap  in  small  doses  is  aperient  and  laxa- 
tive, in  large  doses  an  active  but  safe  and  convenient  purga- 
tive.    See  Jalapa  Ipomoea,  page  63. 

Dose. — One  to  Six. 
Jalapin.     One  grain. 

Properties. —  The  active  principle  of  Jalap,  to  which 
refer. 

Dose. — One/to  Two. 
Kennes.     One-fourth  grain. 

Properties. — Recommended  as  an  invaluable  medicine  in 
childbed  fevers,  to  promote  diaphoresis,  and  to  reduce  the 
force  of  the  circulation. 

Dose. — Two  to  Four. 
Krameria,   Ext.     {Bhatany.)    Two  grains. 

Properties. — One  of  the  most  active  vegetable  astrin- 
gents. Used  in  diarrheas,  dysentery  and  passive  hemor- 
rhages. 

Dose. — ^One  to  Five 
Ijactnca,  Ext.    Twograi^a 

Properties. — Quiets  nervous  irritation,  produces  sleep 
and  allays  cough.     See  Lactuca  Sativus,  page  58. 

Dose. — One  to  Three 
Leptandrin.    One  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — "  The  eflfect  of  laptandrin  is  gentiy  to  excite 
tiie  liver  without  producing  the  least  irritation  of  me  bowels. 
It  does  not  purge  at  all,  and  even  its  laxative  effect  is  very 
slight,  while  on  the  stomach  it  acts  as  a  decided  tonic,  hence 
it  is  most  valuable  in  diarrhea  and  chronic  dysentery^  when  the 
stools  are  destitute  of  bile,  and  the  mucous  membrane  is  irri- 
table. In  torpidity  of  the  liver  it  is  thought  to  be  superior  to 
Blue  PilL" — Waring.     See  Leptandra  Virginica,  page  60. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
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Lieptandrin  Compound. 

Leptandrin,         ) 

Irisin,  V  Ono  and  three-eighth  grains. 

Podophyllin,        ) 

Properties. — Has  been  exhibited  with  good  eflfects  in 
liver  affections,  obstinate  constipation,  or  when  an  active  im- 
pression is  demanded.  Will  be  found  useful  in  dysentery, 
rheumatism,  chronic  visceral  obstructions,  glandular  diseases, 
&c. 

Doses. — One  to  Four. 
XittpTllill.     Three  grains. 

Propertied — ^Lupulin  is  regarded  as  possessing  no  incon- 
siderable' power  to  control  delirium  tremens  and  watchful- 
ness m  connection  with  nervous  irritation,  anxiety  and  ex- 
haustion.    See  Humulus  Lupulus,  page  49. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Three. 

Ma.gziesia,  Calcined.   Two  grains. 

Properties. — Antacid  and  laxative ;  much  used  in  dys- 
pepsia, sick  headache,  gout  and  other  complaints  attended 
with  sour  stomach  and  constipation. 

Dose. — Two  to  Five. 

Magnesia  and  Hhei. 

Propertied — An  excellent  combination  in  constipation 
and  dyspepsia. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Mercury,  Protiodide.    One-fourth  grain. 

Propertied — Has  been  given  with  eminent  success  in 
scrofula  and  syphilis,  especially  when  they  occur  conjoined, 
and  is  regarded  a  superior  remedy  in  these  affections.  It 
should  never  be  given  in  conjunction  with  iodide  of  potas- 
ium.  Dr.  Schedel  reniarks,  **0f  its  good  effects,  too  much 
can  not  be  said."  ^ 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Mercury,   Red.    Iodide.    One-sixteenth  grain. 

Properties. — Employed  in  similar  diseases  with  the  pro- 
tiodide, in  scrofula  and  scrofulous  syphilis,  but  is  much  more 
active.  Dr.  Fuller  of  London,  attests  its  utility  in  rheuma- 
tism dependent  on  a  syphilitic  taint ; — ^in  epilepsy  brought 
on  by  injuries  to  the  head. 

Dose. — One  to  Four. 
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Mercury,  Iodide,  and  OpiL 

Iodide,  1  grain    j.  One  and  one-third  grain. 
Opii,i  grain.      )  ® 

Properties. — Alterative  and  stimulant  The  advantage 
ofxonjoining  opiates  with  mercury  is  to  counteract  the  ten- 
dency of  the  last  named  agent  to  irritate  the  mucous  mem- 
branes of  the  stomach  and  bowels  in  irritable  subjects. 

Dose. — ^One  to  Throe. 

Morpliia»  Acetate.   One-eighth  grain. 

Properties. — Anodyne  and  soporific.  Exerts  similar  ef- 
fects upon  the  system  as  the  other  salts  of  morphia,  and  some 
practitioners  give  it  the  preferenca  Morphia  itself  is  the  chief 
if  not  the  exclusive  narcotic  principle  of  opium,  from  which, 
however,  it  differs  somewhat  in  its  mode  of  action. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Morphia,  Sulpliate.     One-eighth  grain. 

Properties. — The  sulphate  of  morphia  is  applicable  to  all 
cases  when  the  object  is  to  relieve  pain,  quiet  restlessness, 
promote  sleep,  or  allay  nervous  irritation  in  any  shape.  It 
has  the  anodyne,  soporific  and  diaphoretic  properties  of  opi- 
um, but  is  less  stimulant,  less  disposed  to  constipate  the  bow- 
els, and  less  apt  to  leave  behind  headache,  nausea  or 
other  unpleasant  effects. 

Dose. — (^  grain)  Two  to  Four. 

Morphia,   Valerianate.    One-eighth  grain. 

Properties. — Morphia  neutralized  with  Valerianic  acid. 
This  salt  is  used  to  some  extent  in  nervous  diseases,  restless- 
ness, in  fevers,  &c. 

Dose. — ^One  to  Three. 

Morphia  Compound. 

Morphia,  Sul'phate,  ^  gr. 

Tart.  Pot.  and  Ant,  ^  gr.    J-  Three-fourths  of  a  g^ain. 

Calomel,  i  gr. 

Properties. — ^Tonic,  diaphoretic  and  alterative.  Employ- 
ed in  febrile  diseases,  especially  of  the  thoracic  organs. 

Doae. — Two  to  Pour. 


i 


Nitrate  of  Silver.    One-fourth  grain. 

Propertied — Tonic,  anti-spasmodic  and  sedative.  Em- 
ployed in  epilepsv,  chorea,  angina  pectoris,  and  other  spas- 
modic affections,  it  has  the  reputation  of  exerting  a  beneficial 
irfluence  inferior  to  no  other  remedy  in  gastralgia,  pyrosis, 
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chronic  gastritis  and  diarrhea  of  phthisis.  It  possesses  a  wide 
range  of  application. 

Doae. — One  to  Two. 
NtlX  Vomica,  Sxt.     One-eighth,  and  one-fourth  graixL  # 

Properties. — Increases  the  action  of  the  various  excreting 
organs.  Principally  used  when  there  is  want  of  nervous  en- 
ergy, in  the  treatment  of  paraplegia,  local  palsies,  or  of  the 
bladder,  amuarosis,  spermatorrhea,  &c 

Doso. — One  to  Two. 
OpiXUn.     One  gRiin. 

Properties. — Narcotic  and  stimulant,  and  acts  under  dif- 
ferent circumstances  as  a  diaphoretic,  febrifuge  and  anti-spas- 
modic. 

Dose. — One  to  Four. 

Opium  and  Acetate  Lead. 

Acetate  of  Lead,  1  gr.      j  ^^^  ^^^°^- 

Properties. — Advantageous  in  hemorrhages,  attended 
witli  great  constifcutional  excitement 

Dose. — Que  to  Three. 

Opium  and  Camphor. 

Opium,  1  gr.,       )  ^,  . 

Camphor,  2  grs.  f  "^^'^^^  ^^^^* 

Properties. — Anodyne  and  sedativa  An  effective  prep- 
aration to  allay  pain,  and  promote  rest 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Opium,  Camphor  and  Tannin. 

Opium,  i  gr.,  ) 

Camphor,  1  gr.,  V  Three  and  one-fourth  graiius. 

Tannm,  2  grs.  ) 

Properties. — ^Astringent,  united  with  sedative  and  sooth- 
ing tendencies.  May  be  used  in  diabetes,  to  arrest  excessive 
perspiration,  and  in  chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery. 

•  Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Phytolaooin.     One-half  grain. 

Properties. — Extolled  as  an  alterative  in  svphilitio,  sciof- 
ulous,  rheumatic  and  cutaneous  diseases.  See  Phytolacca 
Decandra,  page  71. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
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PodOphyUam,  Sxt.    (Mandrake.)    One  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — Hydragogue  and  deobstruent,  and  in  small 
doses  alterative.      Valuable  in    many  chronic  complaints. 
Will  often  break  np  bilious  and  typhoid  febrile  diseases,  if 
administered  in  sufficient  quantities  in  the  early  stages  of 
these  complaints.     See  Podophyllum  Peltatum,  page  74. 

Dose. — Three  to  Eight 
Podophyllin.     One-half,  and  one  grain. 

Propeiities. — A  popular  and  active  purgative.  Eemark- 
ably  small  doses  will  atlect  some  persons,  producing  prompt 
and  abundant  evacuations.  To  ensure  its  action  on  an  acid 
stomach,  alkalies  should  previously  be  administered  to  neu- 
tralize tbe  acid.     See  Podophyllum^Peltatum,  page  74. 

Dose. — {^  grain)  One  to  Two. 
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Podophyllin  Compound. 

Podophyllin,  i<^  gr., 

Ext.  Hyoscyanius,  -J-  gr.,  J-  One  grain. 

'*     iNux  Vomica,  ^  gr. 

Properties.* — Reliable  purgative,  acting  on  the  bowels 
promptly,  and  unattended  by  the  disagreeable  sequelae  which 
invariably  follow  the  administration  of  cathartic  medicinea 
Too  much  can  not  be  said  in  favor  of  this  combination. 

Dose. — One  to  two. 

Podophyllin  and  Blue  Pill. 

Podophyllin,  i  gr.,      )  ^,  . 

Blue  Pill,   2i  gr.,       f  -^"^®®  8^^^^* 

Properties. — An  excellent  alterative  and  cholagogue 
combination. . 

Doso. — One  to  T*wo. 
Poppy,  Ext.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — Possesses  properties  analogous  to  opium, 
but  in  an  inferior  degree.  See  Papaver  Somniferum,  page 
70. 

DoBO. — ^Two  to  Pour. 

Potass.,  Tartrate  of  and  Iron.   Two  grains. 

Properties. — Combines, the  cooling  purgative  qualities  of 
the  tartrate,  with  the  tonic  properties  of  the  iron. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 
Fata88.,  Iodide.    Two  grains. 

PitopsRTiss. — Useful  in  scrofaloua  affections,  and  is  one 
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of  the  best  alterative  remedies  in  mercurlo-STpbllitid  0Mr 
throat. 

Dose. — Que  to  Five. 
"Potass.,  Bromide.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Cases  of  enlarged  spleen  and  liver,  swellings 
of  the  lymphatic  glands,  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  second- 
ary syphilis  and  epilepsy  have  been  treated  successfully  by 
this  preparation.  It  is  considered  a  very  superior  antaph»>^ 
disiac. 
Dose. — Three  to  Six. 

Qttiniixe,   Sulphate.    One-fourth,  one,  two,  and  three  gralM 

PftoPERTiESb — "Produces  upon  the  system,  so  far  asean  bo 
judged  from  observation,  the  same  effects  as  Peruvian  bark, 
without  being  so  apt  to  nauseate  and  oppress  the  stomach. 
It  has  the  advantage  over  that  remedy,  not  only  that  it  is 
more  easily  administered  in  large  doses,  and  more  readily  re- 
tained by  the  stomach,  but  that,  in  cases  which  require  an 
impression  to  be  made  through  the  rectum  or  the  skin,  it  is 
inuch  more  effectual ;  because  from  the  smallness  of  the 
bttlk,  it  is  more  readily  retained  in  the  former  case,  and  ittore 
i^peedily  absorbed  in  the  latter. 

Dofte.^^[l  grain.]  Onfe  to  Six. 

Qninine   Compound. 

Quinine,  Sulphate,  1  gr,,  ) 

Iron,  by  Hydrogen,  1  gr.,  V  Two  and  one-thirty-seoond  gralas. 

Arseniou3  Acid,  1-32  gr.  ) 

PBOPERTiEa — A  usefiil  preparation  in  aU  diseases  attend- 
ed with  symptoms  of  periomcity. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Quinine,  Sulphate  and  Ext.  Belladonna. 

Propebties. — These  pills  appear  to  be  indicated  in  case* 
of  great  prostration,  complicated  with  nervous  irritation, 
generally  where  it  is  desired  to  obtain  the  combined  in- 
fluence of  an  anodyne^  or  'calBaative^  and  tenia 

now. — One  to  "Poux, 

Qninine  and  tt6tL 

Quinine,  1  gr.,  )  ^   ^^ 

Iron,  by  Hydrogen,  1  gr.       )         » 

PftOf^EBTXJE&-^To^e  :8Ad  chalybfata    Bea^m^  4a  weak 
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conditions  dependent  on  a  deficiency  of  red  blood  cotptlM' 
cles. 

Dose. — One  to  Four, 


Qxdnine,  Iron  and  Strychnia. 

Quinine,  1  gr.  ) 

Iron,  Oarb.,  Yallet^s,  2  grs.     >  Three  and  one-sixtieth  i^raina. 

Strychnia  Sulpb.,  1-60  gr,,      ) 

Properties. — Blood  restorative,  tonic  and  nervine  stinltt- 
lant  A  convenient  mode  of  administering  in  combination, 
quinine,  Vallet^s  preparation  atid  strychnia.  May  be  employ- 
ed in  atonic  dyspepsia,  in  some  types  of  paralysis*,  chorea 
and  amenorrhea. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 

Quinine,  Valerianate.   One-haif  grain. 

Properties. — Anti-periodic  and  anti-spasmodic.  Prof  I. 
G.  Jones  extravagantly  lauds  it  in  hemicrania,  in  febrile  and 
and  other  disorders,  to  control  restlessness,  wakefiilnesa,  and 
nervous  irritability.  Particularly  useful  in  intermittent 
neuralgia.  Claimed  to  produce  less  nervous  disorder  than 
the  sulphate. 

Dose. — One  to  Three, 
QnaSSia,  Ext.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Stomachic,  tonic  and  febrifuge.  It  posses- 
ses advantages  over  most  other  vegetable  tonics,  in  that 
it  does  not  produce  constipation,  increase  of  animal  or  arte- 
rial excitement    See  Simaruba  Excelsa,  page  89. 

*Do80. — Three  to  Five. 
Rhei,    Ext.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Rhubarb  is  cathartic  and  astringent  Is 
much  used  as  a  laxative  for  infants.  In  small  doses  it  ap« 
pears  to  invigorate  the  powers  of  digestion.  Rhubarb  claims 
the  preference  to  all  other  medicines  in  cases  where  the  stom- 
ach is  enfeebled  or  the  bowels  relaxed,  and  at  the  same  time 
a  gentle  cathartic  is  required.  See  Rheum  Pabnatunii 
page  80. 
Do^. — Two  to  Kx 

Bbei    Pi*.  -R^  ^.  s.  P, 

Properties.^— Yaluiible  in  habitual  constipation*  6oap 
appears  to  counteract  the  astringent  effects  of  mubarb. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
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Bhei,  Ert.  CompotincL .  i**^  5*«»  Componta  cr.  s.  p. 

Bhei,  Ext,  2  gra.,  1 

MTOh  \*CT^''         f  ^^^^  °°^  one-half  grains. 
Oil  Peppermint,       ) 

Properties. — ^Wann  tonic  laxative.     Useful  in  costive- 
ness,  with  debility  of  the  stomach- 

Bose. — Two  to  Fiye. 

Rhei,  Ext.  and  Blue  Pill. 

Rhei,  Ext.,  ) 

Blue  Pill,  >  Four  grains. 

Soda,  CarlDonate,         ) 

Properties. — Alterative,  cholagogue  j^and  slightly  laxa- 
tive. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 


Rhei  and    Iron.     Three  grains. 

Properties. — Combines  the  properties  of  a  superior  tonic 
and  laxative ;  and  is  well  adapted  to  those  conditions  in 
which  there  is  loss  of  appetite  and  strength  complicated  with 
constipation,  or  even  a  relaxed  state  of  the  bowels  requiring 
a  gentle  cathartic. 

Do£0, — Two  to  Three. 

Bheumatic. 

Ext  Colocynth,  Compound,  H  grs.,      \ 

'        ;;    S^^^^i'^'  ^^^'  ^  ^''  >  Three  and  one-sixth  graina. 

"    Hyoscyami,  i  gr.,  /■*«%»  «"^*  «"«  0*^1*1  5i«i«. 

Calomel,  ^  gr.,  ) 

Properties. — An  admirable  compound  pill  for  rheumatic 
aflfectiona  If  given  in  the  early  stages,  it  will  often  check 
the  progress  of  this  disease  and  avert  its  painful  adherents. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
SsmtOHixi.    One-half  grain. 

Properties. — The  exclusive  anthelmintic  principle  of 
A.  Santonica  Has  been  widely  used  in  Europe  for,  its  ver- 
mifuge properties. 

Dr.  Waring  says,  "In  cases  of  ascarides  lumbricoides, 
santonin  is  invaluable.  Its  efficacy  has  been  attested  by  all 
who  have  recorded  their  experience  in  its  use.  My  own  ex- 
perience with  it,  which  has  been  very  extensive,  has  been 
most  satisfiictory."  An  aperient  is  advised  a  few  hours  after 
the  last  dose  of  Santonin.  Dr.  Chipperfield  says  there  should 
be  an  interim  of  eight  hours  between  the  doses,  and  not  more 
thui  three  doses  should  be  administered  in  successioni  nor 


JOUBNAL  OF   MATERIA  MSDICA«  lit 

should  it  be  re-employed  within  an  interval  of  two  or  threo 
days. 

Dr.  Waring  still  further  remarks:  "In  chorea,  ejjilepsy, 
hysteria,  and  in  many  nervous  and  convulsive  affections  m 
women  and  children,  santonin,  in  my  practice,  has  very  iro- 
quently  disclosed  the  unsuspected  cause  of  the  affection,  viz,, 
worms." 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four. 
SangUinaria,    Ext.     {Bloodroot.)    One-half-grain. 

PROPERTiEa — In  small  doses  it  stimulates  the  digestive 
organs,  and  increases  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries^ 
while  a  free  use  produces  a  sedative  influence  on  the  heart. 
Has  been  found  useful  in  torpid  conditions  of  the  liver,  in 
scrofulous  pneumonia,  rheumatism,  jaundice,  &c.  See  San* 
guinaria  Canadensis,  page  84. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
SaXXgUinarin.    One-half)  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — Same  as  blood  root* 

Dose. — (^  grain)  One  to  Four;  (1  grain)  One  to  Two. 
Sarsaparilla,    Ext.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — Ong  of  the  most  highly  useful  alteratives  in 
the  materia  medica*  Unless  properly  prepared  it  will  prove 
inert 

Dose. — Two  to  Fiye. 
Savin.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Emmenagogue  and  ecbolic.    Savin  operates 
actively  on  the  uterine  system.     Caution  is  demanded  in  it0 
*  exhibition.     See  Juniperus  Sabina,  page  56.' 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 
Senna,  Ext.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — A  reliable  and  convenient  cathartic.  Indi- 
cated in  all  conditions,  when  the  object  is  to  produce  a  slight 
impression  on  the  bowels.     See  Cassia  Acutifolia,  page  18, 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Soap  and  OpiTim.    PH  Sapanis  ComposUas,     U»  S,  F.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — A  convenient  form  for  administering  opium 
in  small  quantities. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 

Soda,   Bi-Carbonate.   Four  grains. 

Properties. — ^This  salt  has  the  general  medical  properticB 
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.of  the  carbonate,  but  is  less  irritating.  It  is  often  resorted  to 
in  calculous  cases,  characterized  by  excess  of  uric  acid.  It 
has  been  given  in  infantile  croup,  with  apparent  advantage 
in  promoting  the  expulsion  of  the  false  membrane.  Dr.  Le- 
mam  has  proposed  it  as  an  antiphlogistic  remedy  in  the  treat- 
•  ment  of  pneumonia,  croup,  and  membranous  angbia,  suppos- 
ing it  to  act  on  the  principle  of  removing  from  the  blood  the 
excess  of  fibrine,  which  exists  in  that  liquid  in  inflammatioa 
According  to  M.  Jeaunel,  the  use  of  bicarbonate  of  Soda  les- 
sens the  sugar  in.  the  urine  of  diabetic  patienta 

Pose. — Two  to  Five. 
•gmijll   Compound.    -P*^.  SdUcB  CompositcB.     U.  8.  P.    Three  graina. 

PROPERTiEa — Applicable  to  the  treatoient  of  chronic  affec- 
tions of  the  bronchial  membrane. 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Three. 
StiUingin.    One  grain. 

Properties. — Exerts  an  influence  over  the  secreting  fimc- 
tions  unsurpassed  .by  any  other  known  alterative.  Has  al- 
most a  specific. action  in  syphilitic  aftections,  and  is  a  remedy 
of  much  importance  in  scrofulous,  hepatic  and  cutaneous  dis- 
eases. 

Pose. — ^Twoto  Five.  ^ 

Strychnia.    One  forty-eighth,  one  thirty-second,  and  one-sixteenth  gx;ain. 

Properties. — Strychnia  is  used  in  hemiplegia,  paraplegia, 
partial  paralysis  of  particular  joints  or  muscles,  and  of  the 
bladder.  It  has  likewise  been  used  in  neuralgia,  epilepsy, 
ague,  amenorrhea,  dysentery,  rheumatism,  syphilitic  osteoco- 
pi  and  obstinate  constipation.  Dr.  Pereira  has  seen  it  service- 
able in  that  shaking  or  trembling  action  of  the  muscles,  which 
is  produced  by  habitual  constipation.  In  asthma  it  has  been 
prescribed  in  very  minute  doses.  It  has  also  proved  success- 
ful in  tic-douloureux,  ^nd  in  nervous  headaches,  in  dyspep- 
sia, chorea,  catalepsy,  gleet  and  diabetes. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Straxnonium,   Sxt.     One-half,  and  one  grain. 

Properties. — Anodyne,  anti-spasmodic ;  will  prove  useM 
in  those  cases  where  opium  is  indicated  but  interdicted  by 
some  idiosyncrasy  of  constitution. 

Dose. — (i  grain)  One  to  Two. 
Tartar   Emetic.    One-fonrth  gram. 

PROPERTiEa— One-fourth   grain,  repeated  every  two  or 
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...  thi^e^houra  produces  nausea  and  diaphoresis,  for  which  pnr- 
.  .  :  'pose  it  is  used  in  febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases,  especially 
^  of  the  thoracic  organs.  Employed  as  an  emetic  at  the  com- 
mencement of  fevers,  especially  those  of  an  intermittent  and 
bilious  character;  in  jaundice,  whooping-cough  and  eroup; 
and  in  several  diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  such  as  mama^ 
amaurosis,  tic-douloureux,  &c. 

Dose. — One  to  Two. 
Taraxacum,    Ext.    Three  grains. 

Properties. — An  excellent  remedy  to  remove  torpor  and 
engorgement  of  the  liver.  One  of  the  most  valuable  prop- 
erties of  dandelion  consists  in  its  local  action  on  the  liver:  a 
torpid  state  of  this  organ  produces  those  symptoms  which 
are  known  as  bilious. 

A  disordered  state  of  the  liver  is  intimately  related  to  that 
most  common  of  all  diseases,  dyspepsia.  The  bile,  which  is 
nature  s  stimulus  in  promoting  peristaltic  action  of  the  bow- 
els, is  increased  when  deficient,  and  improved  when  vitiated ; 
various  medical  authors  mention  its  use  and  success  in  de- 
ranged conditions  of  the  digestive  organs  connected  with  an 
abnormal  state  of  the  liver,  and  in  dropsical  eftusions  arising 
fpom  the  same  cause. 

A  peculiar  nervous  susceptibility  common  among  dyspep- 
tics, caused  by  the  action  of  unhealthy  acrid  bile  upon  the  ir- 
ritable mucous  surface  of  the  bowels,  in  which  a  variety  of 
distressing  apprehensions  occur,  such  as  sudden  death,  ap- 
proaching illness,  or  of  great  personal  danger,  together  with 
an  utter  inability  of  fixing  the  attention  upon  any  subject,  or 
engaging  in  any  thing  that  demands  exertion,  may  be  reliev- 
ed or  entirely  cuned  by  a  faithful  use  of  the  extract.  Its  use 
m  jaundice  has  been  highly  extolled  by  many  writers  of  estab- 
lished reputation,  and  its  use  is  sustained  by  the  experience 
of  physicians  of  the  present  day.     As  an  aperient,  it  acts 

fently  and  without  weakening  the  system.  In  promoting 
ealthy  secretions, "and  restoring  the  various  functions'  of  the 
system  to  a  state  of  health  and  vigor,  it  is  unsurpassed  by 
any  other  medicinal  agent  See  Taraxacum  Dens-Leonig, 
page  98. 

Dofie.— Three  to  Shw 
Tannin.     One  grain. 

Properties. — "  Tannin  is  a  useful  remedy  in  most  forms 
of  hemorrhage,  after  a  suflScient  reduction  of  arterial  action  by 
depletory  measures.  In  diarrhea,  it  is  probably  more  benen- 
cisu  than  ordinary  astringents,  as  less  liable  to  irritate  the 
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Stomach  and  bowela  It  has  been  found  benefioial  incoUi* 
quative  sweats,  in  cases  of  chronic  catarrh  with  excessive  and 
debilitating  expectoration,  in  the  ^vanced  stages  of  whoop- 
ing-cough and  cystirrhea." 

Dose. — ^Two  to  Four, 

Triplex. 

Aloes,  £xt.,  two  parts,  | 
Podophyllin,  >  Three  grains. 

Blue  Mass,  aa  1  part    ) 

Properties. — ^Potent  antibilious  combination.  The  most 
satisfactory  results  follow  its  administration  in  the  incipient- 
stages  of  fevers. 

Dose. — Two  to  Four. 
Uva    Ursi,    Ext.     Two  grains. 

Properties. — ^The  assertions  in  regard  to  the  properties  of 
this  plant  are  contradictory.  By  some  it  is  claimed  to  have 
a  special  direction  to  the  urinary  organs,  while  by  others  its 
peculiar  effects  Jire  ascribed  to  its  astringent  and  tonic  pow- 
ers. But  whatever  may  be  its  properties  or  its  mode  of  action, 
it  is  undoubtedly  useful  in  chronic  diarrhea,  dysenteiy,  men- 
orrhagia,  diabetes,  iji  chronic  affections  of  the  bladder  and 
urinary  apparatus,  chronic  genorrhea,  strangury,  fluor  albus, 
&c.  it  is  also  thought  to  be  highly  antilithic.  The  pills 
may  be  administered  two  or  three  times  a  day.  See  Arctos- 
taphylos  Uva  Ursi,  page  5. 

Dose.-^One  to  Soven. 

Valerian,  Ext.    Two  grains. 

Properties. — Stimulant  tonic  and  anti-spasraodia  Dr. 
Waring  says,  ''  It  ranks  in  efficacy  next  to  assafoetida,  and 
is  said  to  be  a  useful  adjunct  to  cinchona  in  inter  mi  ttents."  * 
This  agent  has  proved  eminently  useful  in  hysterical  head- 
aches, hysteria,  mania,  melancholia  and  in  some  types  of  de- 
lirium tremens.     See  Valeriana  Officinalis,  page  100. 

Dose. — One  to  Five. 

Valerianate  of  Ammonia.    One  grain. 

Properties. — PiUs  of  this  salt  are  highly  commended  in 
nervous  irritability,  epilepsy,  chorea,  headache  and  neural- 
gia. 

Dose. — Two  to  Six. 

Valerianate  of  Iron.    One  grain. 

Properties. — See  Iron^  Valerianate. 
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Valerianate  of  Morphia.   One-eig^th  grain. 

Properties. — See  Morphia^  Vakrianaie. 
Valerianate  of  Quinia.   One-haif  grain. 

Properties. — See  Quinine^  Valerianate. 

Valerianate  of  Zinc.   One  grain. 

PROPERTiEa — An  important  and  efficient  remedy  in  neu- 
ralgia, nervous  headache,  hysteria  and  other  painful  diseases 
which  have  their  origin  in  nervous  derangements. 

Doae. — One. 
Veratria.    One  thirty-second  part  of  a  grain. 

Properties. — Has  been  employed  chiefly  in  gout,  rheum- 
atism and  neuralgia;  also  in  various  nervous  affections,  as 
paralysis,  whooping-cough,  epilepsy,  hysteria,  and  disorders 
dependent  upon  spinal  irritatiorL     See  Veratrum,  page  101. 

Dose. — One  to  Three. 
Veratrum  Viride.     One-fourth,  and  one-half  grain. 

Properties. — Prof.  TuUy  regards  veratrum  eminently  effi- 
cacious in  the  management  of  gout,  rheumatism,  much  supe- 
rior to  colchicum.  Dr.  Tui-nbull  has  found  it  useful  also  in 
diseases  of  the  heart,  particularly  those  of  a  functional  char- 
acter. It  has  been  most  efficacious  in  nervous  diseases,  such 
as  neuralgia,  prosopalgia  and  ischias.  Ebers  found  advan- 
tage from  its  use  in  chorea,  hypochondriasis  and  hysteria 
«  M.  Piddagnel  affirms  that  he  succeeded  in  curing  acute  artic- 
ular rheumatism  by  it  in  seven  or  eight  days.  See  Veratrum 
Viride,  page  101. 

Doae. — (i  grain)  One  to  Twa 
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CI1EMICA.I.S 


AND 


PHARMACEUTICAL     PREPARATIONS. 


-^-»    ^    ■  I 


Acid,  Carbolic. 

GrystalSy  Pure  and  Solution. 

Carbolic  acid  is  an  escharotic  stimulant,  rubefe-cient  and  anti- 
septia  It  possesses  very  important  disinfecting  deodorising,  and 
antiseptic  powers.  Its  specitic  action  upon  all  organic  and  inor- 
ganic matter  preserves  it  from  putre&ction  and  decay.  In  addition 
to  these  properties  it  acts  when  locally  applied,  as  an  escharotic^ 
or  diluted,  as  a  stimulant;  when  given  internally  it  resembles 
Creasote  in  its  power  of  allaying  several  forms  of  vomiting  and 
gastric  irritability.  Dr.  Godfrey  found  benefit  from  its  use  in 
vomiting  in  pregnancy,  flatulency  of  old  age,  diarrhoea,  putrid  dis- 
charges from  the  mouth,  throat,  ears,  rectum  and  vagina.  It  is 
used  as  a  gargle  in  stomatitis,  aphthae,  diphtheria  andulcerated^ore 
throat,  as  a  wash  in  ill-conditioned  ulcei's,  sloughing  wounds,  can- 
eerous  ulcerations,  fetid  perspiration  of  feet,  or  as  a  disinfectant 
for  faecal  matter,  contagion  of  sick  room,  cesspools,  &c.  This  ^id 
applied  to  hemorrhoid  is  said  to  congeal  the  contents  of  the  sac, 
and  finally  to  corrugate  and  obliterate  it  entirelv.  Used  in  the 
form  of  an  ointment  or  strong  solution,  it  speedily  cures  scabies, 
and  destroys  psora  insects,  pediculi  of  every  type. 

In  the  Boston  Medical  and  ^Surgical  Journal,  vol.  69,  will  be 
found  a  communication  taken  from  the  London  Lancet,  in  which 
the  therapeutic  properties  of  carbolic  acid  are  ably  defended  by 
Grace  Calvert,  P.  H.  D.,  F.  R  S.  He  quotes  extensively  from  Thom- 
as Turner,  an  eminent  British  surgeon,  regarding  its  superior  vir- 
tues in  diphtheria,  ulcers,  fistulsB  and  hemorrhoids  A  mixture  is 
advised  by  Dr.  Turner,  of  two  drams  of  pure  solution  carbolic 
acid  in  one  dram  of  liquor  potassae  and  half  a  pint  of  water,  in 
cases  where  it  is  desirable  to  employ  the  acid  in  a  less  diluted  state 
than  the  aqueous  solution,  and  yet  not  in  itsftiU  strength  as  acaua- 
tic.  Dr.  C.  gave  it  very  successftdly  in  one  or  two  cases  of  intes- 
tinal worms,  in  doses  oi  a  teaspoonfiil  of  the  aqueous  solution  in  a 
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tumbler  of  water,  morning  and  evening.  He  cjalls  attention  to  a 
gevere  caae  of  sloughing  which  was  checked  by  an  external  appli- 
cation of  the  acid,  and  cites  authority  to  prove  its  ability  to  promote 
granulation  and  hasten  the  healing  of  the  wounds. .  '     .  -    • 

Dose,  one  drop  of  the  deliquesced  acid,  largely  diluted  in  water, 
or  in  the  form  of  pill,  may  be  given,  or  one  teaspoonful  of  th© 
solution. 


Acid,  Chromic. 

Chromic  acid  is  a  powerful  caustic.  It  is  much  used  as  an  cs- 
charotic  in  syphilitic  vegetations,  in  ulcerations,  condylomata, 
warts  and  morbid  growths.  Dr.  Heller  and  others  attest  its  effic^^- 
cy  where  a  deeply  penetrating,  gradual  caustic  is  indicated.  Dr. 
Marshall  found  it  effective  for  removing  wails  and  other  morbid 
growths  from  the  genital  organs.  It  is  also  used  for  obliterating 
external  hemorrhoids  It  is  said  to  be  less  painful  than  other 
caustics ;  acts  as  a  rapid  solvent  of  organic  matter. 

The  utility  of  chromic  acid  in  syphilitic  vegetations  is  attested  by 
Mr.  Hairon,  {AnnaiUs  Occulistique).  He  asseiis  he  has  employ ai 
it  with  marked  success,  and  also  recommends  it  for  ceitain  forms 
of  granular  eyelid.  "However,"  says  the  Annailes  Occulutique^ 
"its  application,  whether  to  these  syphilitic  vegetations  or  to  fun- 
gous granulations  of  the  conjunctiva,  is  never  attended  with  pain 
or  reaction,  notwithstanding  the  rapid  destruction  of  tissue  that 
takes  place." 

Ammonia, 

Thn  salts  of  ammonia  constitute  some  of  the  most  valuable 
agents  in  the  materia  medica,  and  ai^e  applicable  in  the  treatment 
of  a  variety  of  diseases.  Many  of  them  are  classed  among  our 
most  reliable  alteratives,  others  as  stimulants,  all  possessing,  in  a 
high  degi'ce,  antacid,  anti-spasmodic  and  alexipharmic  properties. 
According  to  Dr.  B.  W.  Kichaixison,  the  blood  contains  ammonia 
as  a  normal  constituent,  and  the  coagulation  of  the  blood  depends 
on  the  evolution  of  this  principle.  Dr.  O.  Ward  claims  they  have 
the  power  of  dissolving  the  blood  corpuscles,  j^nd  the  protein  tex- 
tures generally ;  and  **  while  their  primary  action  is  stimulant,  their 
remote  operation  is  sedative,  resolvent  and  attenuant,  implying  the 
power  of  carrying  the  products  of  inflammation  out  of  the  system." 
-According  to  the  theory  of  Dr.  Richardson,  a  superalkaline  stai^ 
of  the  blood,  as  observed  in  diseases  of  a  typhoid  type  and  sup* 
pressed  action  of  the  kidneys,  contra-indicates  the  use  of  this  agent 
br.  Waring  remarks  as  follows  on  the  utility  of  ammonia :  *'  It  is 
most  useful  in  all  cases  when  the  fluidity  oi  the  blood  and  plastid 
tissues  are  required ;  in  all  cases  of  the  inflammatory  type  when 


140  BUPPUOnSNT  TO  THB 

fibrin  is  in  excess,  and  when  there  ifl  rapid  oxidation ;  in  cases  of 
induration  of  the  tissues ;  and  it  may  be  given  as  the  other  alka* 
lies,  when  acidity  of  the  secretions  is  a  prominent  symptom,  as  in 
acute  rheumatism. 

**  Salts  of  ammonia,  with  a  vegetable  acid,  such  as  the  citrate  or 
nitrate,  exert  no  influences  in  producing  an  alterative  condition  of 
the  urine.  The  ammonia  is  either  oxidized  and  converted  into 
nitric  acid,  or  more  probably  eliminated  by  the  skin  and  mucous 
membranes.     It  does  not  pass  throug;h  the  renal  organs." 

The  vapor  of  ammonia  is  a  nervine  stimulant,  the  efficiency  of 
which  is  best  seen  in  syncope,  and  is  also  beneficial  in  the  incipi- 
ent stages  of  coryza,  tonsillitis,  and  even  pulmonary  catarrh.  Ex- 
temally  ammonia  is  useful  as  a  counter-irritant,  and  the  ammonia- 
ted  liniment  may  be  beneficially  applied  to  relieve  frost-bite.  Am- 
monia is  the  basis  of  the  following  preparations : 

Ammonia,  Aqua  Fortior.— The  gas  constitutes  26  per  cent 
of  the  solution.  This  preparation  ot  ammonia  is  too  strong  for 
medicinal  use  in  its  undiluted  state.  Its  principal  employment  is 
externally  as  ambefacient,  vesicant,  and  caustic.  Applicable  in 
the  arts  to  photography,  &c. 

Ammonia,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  of.— Valerianate  of  ammonia 
is  a  powerful  nervine  stimulant  and  an ti- spasmodic.  Its  efficacy 
in  neuralgia  Las  been  attested  by  several  writera  M.  Declat,  of 
Paris,  fin-^t  called  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  use  of 
this  agent  in  neuralgia,  and  what  his  experience  demonstrated 
concerning  its  curative  influence  in  this  disorder,  has  since  been 
confirmed  by  abundant  authority.  Dr.  O'Connor  recorded  several 
cases  illustrative  of  its  highly  beue6cial  eflects  in  this  disordered 
state  of  the  nerves.  Stilld  adds:  "M.  Ddclat  has  published  an 
account  of  the  efficacy  of  valerianate  of  ammonia  in  facial  neural- 
gia, which  had  for  years  resisted  every  other  known  ti^eatment,  both 
local  and  general." 

Over  simple,  so  called,  nervous  headaches,  it  is  said  to  exercise 
more  control  than  any  other  remedy. 

Its  popularity  and  efficiency  in  neuralgia  suggested  its  employ- 
ment in  some  tj^es  of  chorea,  epilepsy,  hysteiia,  nervous  irritabil- 
ity, and  in  allied  affiictions;  and  in  these  diseases  it  has  acquired 
a  wide  and  merited  celebrity,  seldom  disappointing  expectationa 
Its  influence  over  epilepsy  deserves  more  than  passing  attention,  for 
many  cases  could  be  cited  where  epileptics  received  great  benefit 
£rom  its  use. 

In  neuralgic  paroxysms,  supervening  intense  choroiditis,  when 
tiie  system  has  been  reduced  by  depletion  and  low  diet,  it  has 
been  Known  to  give  relief,  produce  tmnquil  sleep,  and  improve  the 


JOURNAL  OF  MATISU  MKDICA«  141 

appetite,  and  that  too  when  sulphate  of  quinine  seemed  merely  to 
exasperate  the  pain. 

The  elixir  presents  the  preparation  in  a  pleasant  and  agreeable 
form  of  administration,  without  materially  altering  the  effects  of 
tliese  agents  when  crudely  combined.  It  may  be  said  to  possess 
all  the  medicinal  utility  of  Pierlot's  Solution  of  Valerianate  of 
Ammonia,  without  being  open  to  the  objection  of  being  so  disa- 
greeable both  in  taste  and  odor,  an  objection  of  no  little  consid- 
eration with  the  physician,  contending,  lus  he  often  must  in  diseases, 
with  stomachs  easily  revolted  by  anything  bonJering  on  the 
offensive  in  medicine,  an  objection  too,  which  h;is  thrown  many  a 
valuable  instrument  to  combat  disease  into  practical  disuse. 

Ever  since  the  valei innate  of  ammonia  became  introduced  into 
medicine,  and  its  utility  fairly  established,  the  profession  has  called 
for  some  form  of  extiibition  to  masque  its  oticLsiveness,  which 
demand  is  satisfied  in  the  elixir. 

Another  agreeable  mode  of  administration  is  in  the  form  of 
pills  coated  so  as  conceal  all  disagreeable  odor. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  fluid  dram. 

Ammonia  and  Quinia,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  of.— lliis  prep- 
aration contains  the  nervine  stimulant  and  anti  spasmodic  properties 
of  valerianate  oi  ammonia  together  with  the  anti  periodic  virtues 
of  valerianate  of  quinia.     The  former  is  eminently  applicable  in 
neuralgia,  hysteria,  epilepsy,  and  kindred  affections,  and  has  re- 
ceived high  encomiums  for  its  promptness  of  action  in  controlling 
this  class  of  disorders.     The  valerianate  of  quinia  is  tonic,  febri- 
fuge and  sedative,  and  is  pronounced  by  some  to  be  a  more  power- 
ful anti-periodic  than  the  sulphate,  even  when  given  in  smaller. 
doses,  to  act  more  kindly,  and  not  liable  to  occasion  the  same 
neuropathic  phenomena.     It  has  been  employed  with  signal  sue- . 
cess  in  intermittent  or  remittent  fever,  and  here  observed  to  give . 
at  least  temporary  relief  alter  the  sulphate  of  quinia  had  proved 
abortive  and  some  of  the  most  vaunted  remedies,  useless^. 

By  this  combination  we  have  an  agent  whose  therapeutical  in- 
fluence is  that  both  of  a  well  known  and  highly  efficient  nervine 
stimulant,  anti  spasmodic  and  anti-periodic.  » 

This  elixir  may  be  used  in  debility  attended  with  nervous  dis- 
orders, intermittent  neuralgia,  hemicrania,  and  in  febrile  or  other 
dl<^eases,  to  remove  resdessness,  wakefulness,  and  nervous  irrita- 
bility. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  valerianate  of  ammonia; 
and  one-fourth  grain  of  valerianate  of  quinia. 

DodO,  one-half  to  one  dram  repeated  several  times  a  day,  accord* 
ing  to  indicatiosa  > 
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Ammonia  and  Strychnia,  Elixir  of  Valerianate  of.— -Neurotio 
tooic  and  stimulant.  The  medicines  whicli  enter  into  this  combina- 
tion are  severally  potent  and  multiform  in  their  action,  and  indi- 
vidually have  been  extensively  used  in  the  multifarious  forms  in 
which  the  neuroses  are  developed,  and  with  so  uniformly  gi-atifying 
results,  as  to  give  them  a  very  wide  celebrity  in  combating  nervous 
maladies  and  their  concomitant  symptoms,  and  in  the  combined 
state  are  said  to  possess  marvellous  virtues.  The  most  un- 
pleasant, annoying  and  painful  nervous  complaints  are  oftentimes 
traced  directly  to  atony  of  the  gastric  secretory  glands  and  impair- 
ment of  the  entire  digestive  apparatus.  This  elixi  r  is  recommended 
for  such  morbid  states.  It  not  only  temporarily  reduces  excitabil- 
ity, pacifies  the  nerves  which  give  rise  to  the  multitude  of  sympa- 
thetic pains,  but  promotes  integrity  of  action  and  imparts  tone  to 
the  nerves  which  controls  the  functions  of  the  prirnce  via),  where 
resides  the  prim  iry  cause  of  the  disorder,  and  thus  effects  a  per- 
manent cure. 

In  hysterical  affections,  sleeplessness,  sick  headache,  flushes  of 
heat  in  the  face,  burning  of  the  hands,  inability  to  fix  the  attention 
long  on  any  particular  subject,  and  in  the  distressing  and  often 
intractable  symptoms  of  dj^spepsia,  it  will  prove  of  much  service. 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  two  grains  of  valerianate  of  ammonia 
and  one  sixteenth  grain  of  valerianate  of  strychnia. 

Dose,  one  half  to  one  dram,  repeated  as  often  as  indications 
require. 

Ammonia,  H3rpopliospliite  of, — Stimulant  tonic.  It  is  one  of 
the  agents  recommended  in  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculo- 
gi&  The  employment  of  this  remedy  is  indicated  in  that  class  of 
maladies  characterized  by  a  want  of  nervous  tone  and  integrity, 
and  in  some  types  of  mental  aberrance  and  defective  osseous  form- 
ation. In  most  cases  of  languor  and  debility,  restlessness  and 
spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles  associated  with  atony  of  the 
nervous  system,  much  benefit  may  be  expected  from  it 

Dose,  ten  to  thirty  graina 

Ammonia,  Oxalate  of —The  Oxalate  will  admit  of  quite  an 
extensive  range  in  its  application.  In  some  stages  of  typhoid  fe- 
ver, when  a  mild  alterative  would  appear  indicated,  this  agent  will 
be  found  useful.  It  may  be  employed  in  most  diseases  6f  atony 
with  a  prospect  of  success.  It  nas  acquired  some  reputation  ia 
eruptive  fevers,  such  as  scarlatina  and  rubiola  It  is  said  to  be 
XHsenil  in  leucorrhea,  gleet,  chronic  sore  throat,  &a 

Ammonia,  Phosphate  of.— The  phosphate  of  ammonia  was  iirlio- 
duced  into  medicine  by  Dr.  Buckler  of  Baltimorey  in  the  year 
1846,  as  an  agent  of  much  value  to  combat  gout  and  rheumatism. 
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His  theory  was  that  it  deeomposes  the  insoluble  urate  of  soda, 
which  is  the  probable  basis  of  gouty  and  rheumatic  concretions^ 
and  leads  to  the  formation  of  two  soluble  salts,  phosphate  of  soda 
aad  urate  of  ammonia,  which  may  be  readily  eliminated  by  th6 
secretions.  Stills  remarks,  "Dr.  Edwards,  in  England,  used  it 
with  great  success  in  almost  every  variety  of  gout  and  rheumsi- 
tism,  both  prior  to  the  development  of  the  inflammatory  stage  and 
after  its  partial  subsidence."  "This  remedy  was  fairly  tried  in 
aoute  and  sub-acute  rheumatic  cases,  by  Dr.  Pepper,  at  the  Penn- 
sylrania  Hospital,  and  patients  recovered  under  its  use,  sometimes, 
when  other  plans  of  treatment  had  failed."  Its  employment  is  also 

3[)oken  of  to  prevent  the  formation  of  calculi.    It  may  be  given  in 
oses  of  from  three  to  twenty  grains^  three  times  a  day,  diluted  in 
water. 

Ammonia,  Spirits  of. — Spirits  of  ammonia  are  stimulant,  anti- 
spasmodic, and  alexipharmic.  Ammonia  is  adapted  for  speedily 
rousing  the  action  of  the  vascular  and  respiratory  systems  and  for 
the  prompt  alleviation  of  spasms.  As  an  internal  and  external 
remedy  to  obviate  the  sequelae  of  the  bile  of  rabid  animals,  ven- 
omous insects  and  reptiles,  its  power  is  well  known.  By  way  of 
inhalation,  it  is  administered  when  it  is  desired  to  make  a  strong 
impression  on  the  nervous  system,  in  cephalalgia,  hemicrania,  and 
faintness  or  collapse.  Ammoniacal  intialations  have  been  found 
vory  useful  in  asphyxia,  and  to  prevent  an  attaxjk  of  epilepsy. 

Ammonia,Aromatic  Spirits  of. — Stimulant  and  alexipharmic. 
^  Medicinal  properties  bear  a  close  resemblance  to  those  of  the  simple 
spirits.  It  is  a  weaker  preparation,  and  has  the  preference  with 
physicians  on  account  of  its  gratefal  taste  and  smell. 

In  languor,  syncope,  hysteria,  and  nervous  debility,  ic  proves 
very  serviceable.  In  the  flatulent  colic  of  children  (gutt  ij-v  in 
milk),  it  affords  more  speedy  relief  than  any  other  remedy.  In 
sick  headache,  heartburn  and  acidity  of  the  primae  vise,  it  proves 
speedily  effectual. 

Dose,  thirty  to  sixty  drops,  diluted  with  water. 

Amm.onia,  Valerianate  of,  Crystals. — Particularly  valuable 
in  neuralgia  and  all  nervous  affections.  For  a  more  extended 
notice  of  its  therapeatical  uses,  see  Ammonia^  JSkxir  VahfriMaie 

Bode,  two  to  ^ight  grains,  dissolved  in  water* 


Ammonium,  Bromide  o£ 

Dr.  Gibb,  alluding  to  the  therapeutic  agency  of  this  compound, 
recommends  it  as  an  absorbent  in  glandular  and  other  enlarge- 
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ments ;'  as  especially  fitted  for  functional  nervous  diseases,  and  as 
possessing  no  inconsiderable  power  to  control  affections  of  the  mu- 
cous membranes  and  the  skin.  He  gives  it  a  value  in  epilepsy,  at- 
tributes to  it  an  almost  magical  efficacy  in  some  forms  of  ovaritis, 
favors  its  administration  in  strumous  ophthalmia  in  the  young,  and 
thinks  its  influence  may  be  beneficial  in  corpulency  to  promote 
the  absorbtion  of  adipose  tissue,  and  modify  or  lessen  the  secre- 
tions from  the  oily  sudoriferous  glands.  Cases  of  chorea  and 
whooping-cough  have  been  cured  by  this  drug.  Favorable  men- 
tion is  made  of  its  utility  in  conjunctivitis,  corneitis  and  leucoma. 
It  may  be  given  in  doses  varying  from  two  to  ten  grains,  three 
times  a  day. 

Ammoniuin,  Iodide  of. 

Alterative,  tonic,  anti  syphilitic,  and  sometimes  acting  as  a  diu- 
retic. It  closely  resembles  the  iodide  ot  potassium  but  is  more 
powerful. 

Dr.  Dunglison  observes:  ^*It  was  introduced  into  medical  prac- 
tice by  M.  Biett,  of  Paris,  as  a  valuable  therapeutical  agent  in 
certain  diseases  of  the  skin.  Several  successful  cases  of  its  em- 
ployment in  lepra  and  psoriasis,  by  M.  Biett,  are  given  by  Dr. 
Pennock." 

Dr.  Waring  remarks:  "It  appears  especially  adapted  to 
syphilitic  affections  of  the  skin.  In  syphilitic  affections  it  was 
first  employed  by  Dr.  B.  W.  Richardson,  who  reported  favorably 
of  its  operation.  More  recently  it  has  been  systematically  tried 
by  Dr.  Gamberini,  who  considers :  1.  That  it  is  suitable  for  all  cases 
in  which  the  iodides  of  potassium  and  sodium  are  employed.  2. 
That  it  leads  to  a  rapid  cure.  3.  That  there  is  great  tolerance  of 
the  remedy.  4.  That  employed  in  friction  with  olive  oil  (gr.  iij 
ad  01.  §  ij),  it  causes  the  disappearance  cf  nocturnal  syphilitic 
paina  5.  That  under  its  internal  use  indurations  consecutive  of 
chancre,  disappear,  as  do  also  indurated  glands  of  the  groin.  6. 
That  arthralgia,  rheumatoid  affections,  periostitis,  enlarged  glands, 
and  papulo- vesicular  eruptions,  are  forms  of  syphiUs  most  readily 
cured  by  this  salt.  7.  The  signs  of  intolerance  are  a  sense  of 
burning  in  the  throat,  and  heat  of  the  stomach,  but  these  rapidly 
disappear  on  the  suspension  of  the  medicine  for  a  couple  of  days. 
It  seems  well  worthy  of  a  more  extended  use. 

"  In  scrofula,  attended  with  glandular  enlargement,  as  incipient 
phthisis,  and  in  chronic  rheumatism.  Dr.  Bichardson  used  the 
iodide  with  advantage.  In  enlarged  tonsils,  he  found  a  solution  of 
the  iodide  (  3  ss)  in  glycerin  (f  5  i)  very  efficacious.  It  was  applied 
at  night  with  a  camel^  hair  brush." 

Dose,  one  to  three  graina 
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Arsenic,  Iodide  o£ 

Alterative  and  tonic.  When  given  internally  it  is  absorbed 
uiib  the  system,  and  is  eliminated  by  the  urine,  saliva  and  p^r? 
gpiration.  It  is  a  powerful  remedy,  and  requires  to  be  given  with 
great  caution.  Dr.  Walshe  pronounces  it  one  of  the  most  yal\j£\rblg 
remedies  in  use  for  cancer.  The  results  of  his  experience  are, 
that  though  it  can  claim  no  decided  curative  powers  for  cancer, 
yet  under  its  administration  pain  of  the  the  tumor  decreases,  and 
the  size  generally  diminishes,  the  enlargement  becomes  suspended, 
and  the  health  of  the  patient  improves.  Dr.  Waring  thus  sums  up 
the  conclusions  of  Dr.  Walshe : — 

"  1.  Given,  in  doses  of  from  le  to  ,j  of  a  grain,  twice  a  day,  two 
hours  after  eating,  the  iodide  of  arsenic  is  well  borne,  and  may 
be  continued  without  risk  for  several  months.  ^ 

"  2.  The  system,  generally,  soon  gives  evidence  of  its  action : 
unusual  palpitation,  with  dryness  of  the  fauces  and  of  the  alimentary: 
canal,  occur ;  sometimes  slight  headache  is  complained  of,  but  this 
is  rare ;  and  I  have  known  the  most  violent  periodic  headache^ 
which  had  affected  a  lady  for  years,  disappear  while  she  was  under 
the  influence  of  this  salt. 

"  3.  The  pain  of  the  tumor  decreases  in  volume. 

"  4.  The  size  of  breast  generally  diminishes ;  and,  if  the  tumor 
itself  does  not  actually  lessen  in  bulk,  I  have  at  least  found  that 
its  enlargement,  previously  more  or  less  active  and  apparent,  be- 
comes, as  far  as  can  be  determined,  suspended. 

"5.  The  general  health  improves." 

Dr.  A.  T.  Thompson  has  employed  this  medicine  with  success, 
in  doses  of  Ar  of  a  grain,  in  lepra,  psoriasis  and  impetigo,  while 
Dr.  Nelligan  claims  there  is  no  better  constitutional  remedy  in 
tinea  capitis. 

He  prescribed  it  in  doses  of  3^  of  a  grain  to  J  for  an  adult, 
and  from  i  to  ^  for  young  children. 

Arsenic  and  Mercury,  Solution  Iodides  of. 

(JDonovarCa  Solution.) 

Each  fluid  dram  contains  Teriodide  of  Arsenic  equal  to  -J-  graiD^ 
of  Arsenious  Acid,  of  Iodide  of  Mercury  equivalent  to  J  grain  of 
the  Peroxide  of  Mercury,  and  f  grain  of  Iodine,  converted  into 
hydriodic  acid. 

Powerful  alterative  particularly  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  vet 
nereal  diseases,  cancerous  diseases,  svcosis,  urticaria  or  nettle  rasl^i 
lepra,  diseases  of  the  scalp,  and  omer  obstinate  cutaneous  aflfeo: 
tions.  A  persistent  use  of  this  medicine  for  rhohths  is  requisite  in 
order  to  dxscQiapliah  the  desired  eSect  Sometimes  it  will  oiccasion 
derangement  of  the  stomach,  confinement  of  the  bowels^  headache. 

10 
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nausea,  mental  disturbances,  and  even  salivation.  When  these 
morbid  symptoms  occur,  the  drug  should  be  discontinued,  and  a 
purgative  adininistered. 

Dose,  five  to  twenty  drops  in  distilled  water,  given  three  times 
a  day. 

Incompatible^, — Acid,  opium,  the  salts  of  morphia,  and  many 

other  salts. 


Bismuth. 

Bismuth  possesses  no  acknowledged  therapeutical  value  in  an 
uncombined  state.  But  the  several  preparations  are  highly  ex- 
tolled and  widely  employed  in  the  painful  affections  of  the  stomach, 
in  inflamed  condition  oi  mucous  surfaces,  and  in  derangements  of 
the  nervous  system.  Each  has  its  able  advocates  to  attest  its 
peculiar  curative  or  remedial  powers. 

Bismuth,  Citrate  of.— This  salt  is  perfectly  soluble  in  water, 
by  the  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  aqua  ammonia :  its  ready  so- 
lubilitv  in  the  stomach  renders  it  more  desirable  for  administration 
than  the  sub-nitrate,  or  perhaps  the  other  salts.  Dose,  two  grains, 
In  substance,  dissolved  in  water  or  syrup,  by  the  addition  of  a 
few  drops  of  aqua  ammonia. 

Bismuth  Liquor,  or  Liquid  Bismuth.— The  advantages  of 
this  preparation  are,  that  the  metal  is  in  a  perfect  state  of  solution ; 
being  a  solution  of  ammoniated  citrate,  it  mixes  with  water  and 
otiier  fluids  without  precipitation.  "  It  allays  pain  in  acute  irrita- 
bility of  the  stomach,  (without  nausea,  or  much  acidity),  especi- 
ally that  which  remains  after  ulceration,"  and  is  the  most  eligible 
form  for  the  administration  of  Bismuth.  Each  fluid  dram  con- 
tains two  grains  of  citrate  of  bismuth. 

Bismuth,  Sub  Caxbouate  of.— Becommended  by  Pro£  Han- 
non  of  Brussels,  as  a  substitute  for  the  nitrate,  who  alleges  for  it  the 
good  qualities  of  the  sub-nitrate,  that  it  is  antacid,  readily  soluble 
m  the  gastric  Juice,  rarely  constipates,  and  ma^  be  employed  for 
a  long  time  without  oppressing  the  stomach ;  it  is  insipid,  excites 
no  repugnance,  and  may  be  taken  before  meals. 

Dr.  Waring  calls  attention  to  this  medicine  in  the  vomiting  of 
children  durmg  dentition,  and  in  the  diarrhea  of  weak  childreni 
remarking,^^'It  may  also  be  employed  with  every  prospect  of  suo- 
sess.''  Dr.  Hannon  thinks  the  sulb-carbonate  is  demanded  in  all 
cases  of  gastralgia  following  ihe  phlegmasia^  of  the  digestive 
organs  when  there  are  acid  or  putrid  erucations,  in  which  there  is  a 
tendency  to  diarrhea  and  spasmodic  vomiting.  The  dose  for  an 
adult  is  from  ten  to  fifteen  grains,  for  children,  two  to  fiva 

Bismuth,  Subnitrate  o£--The  subnitrate  of  bismutii  is  tonio 
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and  anti-spasmodic,  sedative  and  alterative.  In  consequence  of  its 
aootliing  influQnoe  upon  irritated  or  inflamed  mucous  surfaces,  it 
becomes  an  effective  medicine  in  some  forms  of  dyspepsia,  heart- 
burn, painful  affections  of  the  stomach,  such  as  gastralgia,  cardi- 
algia  and  pyrosis ;  also  in  diarrhea  of  typhus  fever,  and  con- 
sumption, and  in  subacute  and  chronic  dysentery. 

Stilld  attributes  to  this  drug  an  almost  specific  power  in  cases  of 
pure  gastralgia,  stating  its  efficacy  becomes  impaired  the  more  the 
disease  is  compUcated  with  other  disorders,  and  that  it  is  necessary 
to  combine  with  it  other  appropriate  remedies  in  the  treatment  of 
individual  cases,  "  vegetable  tonics,  when  digestion  continues  feeble 
after  the  removal  of  the  pain ;  alkaUes  or  magnesia,  when  the  vom^ 
ited  matters  are  intensely  acid,  and  iron  when  evidences  of  anaenda 
exist.  If  constipation  co-exist,  magnesia,  or  small  doses  of  saline 
aperients  should  be  administered." 

**  This  medicine  is  recommended  in  nervous  vomiting,  such  as  that 
of  pregnancy,  and  that  induced  by  cancer  of  the  stomach,  in  those 
forms  of  gastric  derangements  characterized  less  by  acute  than  by 
dull  pain,  or  by  an  excessive  secretion  of  acid  in  tne  stomach,  and 
unnatural  craving  appetite  for  food,  induced  by  a  sense  of  perpet- 
ual sinking  at  the  epigastrium,  or  accompanied  by  a  profuse  secre- 
tion of  gas." 

It  works  by  way  of  eminence  in  those  stages  of  diarrhea,  when  as- 
tringents and  antacids  are  indicated,  and  has  acquired  considerable 
reputation  in  the  treatment  of  dian-hea  consequent  on  phthisis.  Cases 
of  tuberculous  diarrhea  are  recorded  which  succumbed  to  this 
agent  after  the  patient's  life  was  despaired  of,  and  a  failure  of  the 
ordinary  remedies  to  give  relief  It  may  be  administered  in  doses 
of  from  five  to  fifteen  grains,  three  times  a  day. 

Bismuth,  Tannate  of.— This  preparation  combines  the  astrin- 
gency  of  tannin  with  the  sedative  and  tonic  qualities  of  >bismuth. 
Dr.  Capp,  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  Paris,  was  first  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  therapeutics  of  this  new  product 
From  a  consideration  of  the  valuable  properties  of  the  two  de- 
ments— ^ta,nnin  being  a  pure  astringent,  and  bismuth  possessing 
tonic  properties,  and  a  highly  soothing  influence  upon  irritated  or 
inflamed  mucous  surfaces — ^was  suggested  to  him  the  idea  that  a 
combination  might  be  serviceable  in  chronic  diarrhea,  chronic  gas- 
tritis, heartburn,  dyspepsia,  &c.  Subsequently,  experience  with 
this  new  product  proved  the  correctness  of  ms  conclusions,  and 
corroborative  of  them  we  have  the  testimony  of  nearly  all  physi- 
cians who  have  given  it  a  feir  trial.  Several  cases  of  diarrhea  are 
stated  by  Dr.  C,  which  came  under  his  own  observation,  wh^:e 
the  disease  was  not  only  checked,  but  cures  effected,  by  doses  <^ 
two  to  four  gramme*.  Dr.  0.  also  records  twelve  cases,  wnich  otibiet 
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]^y9iciai38  had  treated  Bucoefla&dly  bar:the:adoption  of  fa^  plan  ef 
9iedication.    Gores  were  generallj  effected  in  two  doya 

This  medicine  is  to  all  purposes,  without  taste,  and  the  most 
■ensitiye  and  delicate  constitutions  do  not  object  to  taking  it 

X)o6e,  ten  to  twenty  grains,  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Bismuth,  Valeriaiiate  of.— Sedative,  astringent  and  anti*spas- 
modic.  It  is  valuable  in  neuralgic  affections,  painful  disorders  of 
the  stomach,  chronic  eastralgia  and  nervous  palpitations.  Partic- 
ularly useful  in  gastrodynia  of  hysterical  women,  when  combined 
with  belladonna.  It  may  be  given  in  doses  from  one-half  to  two 
grains,  three  times  a  day. 

Blackberry,  Syrup  of 

The  medical  properties  of  blackberry  are  tonic  and  astringent. 
This  syrup  has  been  used  in  cases  of  diarrhea,  dysentery,  cholera 
infantum,  relaxed  statt;s  of  the  bowels  of  children,  &c.  The  Jour- 
nal of  national  Medicine  contains  a  short  though  valuable  paper 
upon  the  therapeutics  of  the  blackbeny  root,  by  Dr.  Sneed,  of  Cul- 
loden,  Ohio ;  also  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
Dr.  S.  maintains  that  its  usefulness  in  disorders  of  the  bowels  does 
not  depend  principally  upon  the  tannic  acid  it  contains,  but  that  its 
most  powerful  eflects,  in  these  instances,  are  attributable  to  the 
bitter,  stimulant  or  tonic  properties,  distinct  from  its  astringent  ef- 
fects. He  avers  that  a  small  quantity  of  the  fluid  extract,  taken 
into  the  stomach,  increases  the  appetite,  and  at  times,  he  finds,  pro- 
duces a  glow  over  the  surface  of  the  body,  which  induces  him  to 
regard  the  therapeutic  action  rather  as  a  stimulant  than  tonic,  as 
mentioned  by  most  writers.  He  says  that  he  has  found  a  prepara- 
tion of  the  bark  of  the  root  grated,  and  cold  water  applied  to  it 
produces  some  of  the  most  extraordinary  cures  in  chronic  diarrhea 
apd  dysentery,  and  even  in  cases  when  other  medicines  failed, 
aj^d  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  His  preparation,  though  less 
powerful,  is  similar  in  its  action  to  the  fluid  extract,  which  is  the 
most  convenient  form  in  which  it  can  be  used,  as  by  the  addition 
of  cold  water,  the  strength  can  readily  be  made  to  suit  the  emer- 
gency of  any  patient  He  advises  the  administration  of  this  reme- 
dy in  smaU  doses,  five  or  six  times  a  day. 

This  agent  may  be  used  as  a  tonic  or  stimulant,  in  other  diseases 
th^a  those  of  the  bowels.  In  most  cases  of  debility  of  children, 
attended  with  loss  of  appetite,  this  syrup,  persevered  in  for  a  few 
^ys,  will  be  found  highly  advantageous. 

^  This  is  prepared  firom  the  formulaB  of  Surgeon  Gen.  U.  S.  A., 
sQid  was  found  very  efficacious  in  chronic  diarrhea  prevalent  in 
t^e  anny ;  it  is  also  ah  excellent  substitute  for  the  spiced  syrup  at 
rhei,  where  that  remedy  is  deficient  in  astringency. 
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Black  Drop. 

Black  Drop  is  sjnonymous  with  vinegar  of  opmrriy  opii  acetuMi 
This  preparation  disturbs  the  head  less,  distresses  the  stomacK 
less,  and  constipates  the  bowels  less  than  the  cinide  drug,  or  the 
many  preparations  of  opiam.  It  is  of  double  the  strength  of  laud- 
anum, six  and  a  half  minims  containing  the  soluble  parts  of  about 
one  grain  of  opium.  It  exhibits  all  the  anodyne  or  soporific 
properties  of  the  narcotic,  and  may  be  advantageously  used,  in 
many  instances,  when  in  consequence  of  some  idiosyncrasy  in  the 
disease  or  in  the  constitution  ot  the  patient,  opium  itself  or  laud- 
anum is  contraindicated,  because  they  occasion  headache,  nausea 
and  other  disagreeable  sequelae. 

Dose,  one  to  ten  dropa 


Calcium,  Iodide  of. 

This  preparation  possesses  alterative  and  tonic  properties.  The 
January  issue  of  Braithwaite*s  Eetrospect,  of  1S60,  contains  the 
subjoined  short  article  on  the  merits  of  iodide  of  calcium :  *'  This 
salt  is  very  valuable  in  cases  in  which  the  iodide  of  potassium  is 
inadmissible.  It  does  not  occasion  idiosm,  or  resorption  oi  the 
healthy  tissues ;  it  does  not  not  excite  the  circulation,  nor  irritate 
the  stomach  and  bladder,  by  passing  off  too  rapidly  by  the  kidneys. 

"  Its  solution  in  milk  is  perfectly  tasteless.  It  is  particularly 
useful  in  squamous  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  chronic  and  metallic 
poisoning  by  mercury,  lead  and  copper." 

Dose,  one-fourth  of  a  grain  in  solution  three  time  daily. 


Calisaya. 

Calisaya  is  a  species  of  cinchona  known  as  cinchona  flava,  or  • 
yellow  bark.  It  is  tonic,  astringent  and  anti-periodic.  All  the 
cinchona  varieties  possess  similar  therapeutic  uses,  though  their 
utility  depends  on  the  proportion  in  which  the  alkaloids  are  pres- 
ent in  them.  Calisaya  is  almost  free  from  the  astringent  principle,' 
is  very  rich  in  quinia,  and  the  most  highly  esteemed  of  all  the  va- 
rieties of  Peruvian  bark.  It  will  be  found  beneficial  in  all  chronid 
affections  attended  with  periodicity,  great  feebleness,  or  nocturnal 
perspiration,  in  those  cases  where  morbid  discharges  have  reduced 
the  system.  It  appears  to  be  contra-indicated  in  acute  inflamma- 
tion, inflammatory  fevers,  plethora,  active  hemorrhages,  and  in 
all  nervous  or  vascular  irritations. 

Calisaya,  Elixir  of.— Calisaya  constitutes  the  active  agent  of 
this  elegant  aromatic  preparation.  It  is  an  agreeable  and  general 
tonic  in  convalescence  from  disease  in  children  and  feeble  per*' 
sons,   and  prophylactic  against  intermittenta      Its   tonic,   anti- 
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intermittent  and  sedative  properties  render  it  highly  useful  in  a 
great  variety  of  diseases,  and  while  it  is  characteristically  febrifuge, 
It  can  be  used  in  most  cases  where  tonics  are  prescribed.  It  is 
advised  in  adynamic  and  gangrenous  affections,  in  typhoid  fevers 
with  extreme  prostration,  in  passive  hemon-hages  accompanied 
with  great  feebleness,  &c.  It  is  useful  in  the  treatment  of  gout, 
chronic  rheumatism,  scrofula,  and  scorbutic  maladies. 

It  will  be  found  of  great  advantage  in  dyspepsia,  attended  with 
irritation  of  the  stomach ;  in  severe  diarrheas  and  those  that  have 
been  chronic;  in  long  continued  inflammations  of  the  mucous 
membranes,  better  treated  with  tonics  than  anti-phlogistically,  in 
cases  of  convalescence,  when  the  system  is  recovering  from  pros- 
tration ;  and  generally  in  weak  and  prostrated  states  of  the  system, 
particularly  during  summer  months. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  forty  grains  of  true  calisaya  bark. 

Calisaya  and  Iron,  KliYir  of.— This  is  one  of  the  most  ac- 
ceptable tonic  preparations  ever  made.  It  combines  all  the  virtues 
of  the  calisaya  bark  with  the  important  medicines,  iron  and  phos- 
phorus, in  the  form  of  the  pyrophosphate  of  iron,  a  very  mild, 
nearly  tasteless  salt,  acceptable  to  the  most  delicate  stomach, 
easily  assimilated  and  having  no  tendency  to  pervert  the  gastric 
and  intestmal  secretions,  which  ai'e  the  results  of  many^of  the 
chalybeates.  The  iron  and  bark  principles  are  so  combined  in 
this  preparation  as  to  form  a  pleasant  aromatic  cordial,  devoid  of 
any  ferruginous  taste.  It  is  efficient  both  as  a  tonic  and  chalybeate, 
and  applicable  to  a  numerous  class  of  obvious  diseasCvS. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  thui;y  grains  of  calisaya,  and  twelve 
grains  of  iron. 

Calisaya,  Iron  and  Bismuth,  Elixir  of. — This  preparation 
combines  all  the  valuable  properties  of  calisaya  and  iron,  with  those 
of  the  ammonio-citrate  of  bismuth,  and  has  been  used  with  mark- 
ed effect  in  dyspepsia,  anaemia,  female  debility,  as  a  general  tonia 

The  ammonio-citrate  of  bismuth  operates  on  the  system  in 
smaller  doses  than  the  officinal  preparations  and  with  greater  cer- 
tainty and  efficiency,  two  grains  constituting  an  ordinary  dosa  A 
variety  of  cases  will  be  readily  suggested  to  the  physician  by  the 
combination,  in  which  it  can  be  used  with  benefit 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains,  calisaya,  forty  grains;  iron,  eight 
grains ;  citrate  bismuth,  eight  grains. 

Calisaya,  Iron  and  Strychnia,  Elixir  of.—The  combination 
of  strychnia  with  the  valuable  properties  of  the  other  articles  posses- 
ses the  advantage  of  a  larger  adaptation  to  those  cases  of  general 
debility  complicated  with  nervous  difficulties,  as  well  as  to  cases 
attended  with  constipation,  &c.  Strychnia,  by  its  peristaltic  action 
on  the  muscular  coating  of  the  alimentary  tube,  overcomes  torpid- 
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ity  of  the  bowels,  while  irpn  enriches  the  impoverished  blood  with 
red  corpuscles,  and  together  with  calisaya,  gives  increased  tone 
and  vitality  to  the  system  generally. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  one-hundreth  of  a  grain  of  strychnia* 

Cantharidal  Ascetic  Rubefacient. 

A  convenient  and  eiSicient  instrument  to  produce  counter-irrita- 
tion when  it  is  desired  to  occasion  merely  redness  or  inflammation 
of  the  skin.  Offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  ordinary  iiTitants,  such 
as  mustard. 


Cantharidal  Ascetic  Vesicant. 

An  energetic  and  reliable  epispatic.  On  account  of  the  facility 
of  application,  certainty  of  effect,  and  slightness  of  pain,  no  agent 
is  equal  to  cantharides  for  causing  vesication  when  applied  to  the 
skin.  Applicable  to  those  conditions  when  it  is  desirable  to  sub- 
stitute a  mild  and  easily  managed  disease  for  an  internal  and 
intractable  one;  when  a  desiderative  influence  is  required,  and 
the  absorbents,  the  circulation  and  the  whole  system  need  stim- 
ulation and  increased  vigor  by  external  means.  It  is  recom- 
mended to  physicians  as  the  most  prompt  blistering  article  in  use. 


Cantharidal  Collodion. 

"  It  produces  a  blister  in  about  the  same  time  as  the  ordinary 
cerate,  and  has  the  advantages  that  it  is  applied  with  gi^eater  fa- 
cility, is  better  adapted  to  cover  uneven  surfaces,  and  retains  its 
place  with  more  certainty."  On  application,  evaporation  of  the 
ether  takes  place  in  less  than  a  minute,  and  it  may  then  be  re- 
applied if  necessary. 


Cerium,  Oxalate  of. 

Nervine  tonic  and  sedative.     Prof.   Simpson,   of  Edinburgh, 
epeaks  of  it  as  almost  a  specific  in  chorea.     It  has  been  extrava- 

fantly  lauded  in  chronic  vomiting,  and  that  attendant  on  phthisis, 
ysteria,  pyrosis,  and  atonic  dyspepsia;  while  in  the  vomiting  of 
pregnancy  it  has  been  found  more  successful  than  any  other  rem- 
edy. Dr.  Waring  speaks  of  its  therapeutic  uses  as  follows :  ''  In 
chronic  intestinal  eruptions,  a  peculiar  and  intractable  form  of 
disease  for  which  arsenic  and  nitrate  of  silver  are  generally  pre- 
scribed. Dr.  Simpson  employed  the  salt  of  cerium  with  marked 
advantage.  In.  irritable  dyspepsia,  attended  with  gastralgia,  pyro* 
sis,  and  chronic  vomiting,  its  exhibition  was  attended  with  sat- 
isfactory results.  In  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy  it  aifords  prompt 
relief     Further  testimony  in  favor  of  the  oxalate,  especially  in 
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"  In  epilepsy,  chorea,  and  other  allied  convulsive  diseases  in 
the  latter  condition,  is  adduced  by  Dr.  0.  Lea  It  seems  Well* 
worthy  of  further  trials.  ! 

which  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  generally  employed,  it  deserves  a 
trial;  for  as  Prof.  Simpson  remarks,  it  is  certainly  attended  with 
this  advantage,  that  at  the  same  time  it  acts  as  a  sedative  and 
tonic,  its  use  may  be  persevered  in  without  any  fear  of  discolora- 
tion of  the  skin.*' 

Dose,  one  grain  two  or  three  times  daily,  dissolved  in  water. 


Chloroform. 

When  equal  volumes  of  pure  chloroform  and  colorless  sul- 
phuric acid  are  shaken  together  in  a  glass  stoppered  bottle,  there 
should  be  no  color  imparted  to  either  liquid  or  but  a  faint  tinge  of 
color  imparted  to  the  acid  after  twelve  hours  standing^ — neith^ 
should  there  be  any  heat  sensible  to  the  hand  developed  at  the 
time  of  mixing.  Chloroform,  as  it  evaj)orates  from  bibulous 
paper,  should  give  out  little  foreign  odor,  and  that  onlv  as  the  last 
portion  is  passing  off.  Chloroform  should  not  be  used  for  inhala- 
tion without  having  been  subjected  to  these  tests.  No  other 
should  be  used  for  inhalation. 


Collodion  Surgical. 

Useful  in  Wijunds  to  keep  the  edges  together.  It  forms  also,  a 
coating,  and  has  been  applied  in  abrasions  and  burns.  In  opera- 
tive surgery  it  has  been  employed  with  remarkable  success  to 
hasten  tlie  process  of  healing  by  the  first  intention. 


Ether,  Compoiind  Spirits  of 

( HoffmmCa  ^  \  nodyne,) 

Tliis  article  is  strictly  officinal,  it  contains  the  officinal  propor- 
tion of  etherial  oil.  The  commercial  article  ccmtains  a  variable 
proportion  of  etherial  oil.  It  possesses  a  wide  range  in  thera- 
peuticj?.  '*  Hoffman's  Anodyne,"  remarks  Pereira,  "possesses  the 
stimulating  powers  of  ether  with  anodyne  properties.  It  is  a 
verv  useful  rt-medy  in  cases  of  general  unrest^  inability  to  sleep, 
&c.,  depending  on  nervous  irritation  from  pain,  weakness,  or- 
other  causes.  Given  in  combination  with  morphia,  it  aids  it  and 
appears  to  prev^ent  some  of  its  unpleasant  effects.  Hoffman's  An- 
odyne Ls  also  very  useful  as  a  carminative,  probably  exceeding 
in  this  respect  any  of  the  aroniatics.  In  cases  of  flatulence, 
depending  upon  nervous  disturbance  (hysteria,  &c.)  it  is  especially 
usefuL" 

Dr.  Waring  spealcs  of  its  utility  in  spasmodic  affections  of  the 
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bowels,  in  typhus  and  other  low  fevers,  and  in  spasmodic  asthmjj, 
in  combination  with  opjum  or  heniane,  adding:  **In  earache,  ex;- 
posiog  the  ear  to  the  fumes  of  spts.  ether  is  often  attended  with  greari, 
relief.  It  may  be  effected  by  mixing  equal  parts  of  the  vspirits  and 
hot  water  in  a  vial  und  applying  its  aperture  to  the  external  ear. 
Hiccough  is  often  immediately  arrested  by  xx-xxx  minims  of 
spts.  ether  in  drs.  x  of  some  aromatic  water. 

Dose,  one-half  to  one  fluid  dram  in  sweetened  water. 


Hypophosphites. 

Lime;  Soda;  Potassa;  Iron;  Manganese;  Ammonia^, 

These  salts  are  recommended  as  eminently  serviceable  in  the, 
treatment  of  phthisis.     Their  efficacy  is  supposed  to  depend  on  the., 
phosphorus  imparted  to  the  system.     Dr.  Churchill,  of  Paris,  has 
presQribed  them  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis  with  satisfactory  results. 
But  their  utility  does  liot  appear  to  be  limited  to  this  disease. 
•   The  pathology  of  many  diseases  which  have  their  origin  in  the 
nerves  would  indicate  a  diminution  of  the  phosphoric   principle 
and  demand  these  remedicvS.      They  appear  to  be  the  indicated 
agents  in  that  class  of  maladies  characterized  by  a  want  of  nervous 
tone,  and  in  some  types  of  mental  aberrance  they  prove  the  des- 
ideratum.     In  many  cases  of  defective  osseous  formation  and  im- 
pairment of  the  vitixl  power  of  the  whole  system  these  remedies  . 
may  be  employed. 

Phosphorus  constitutes  an  impoitant  element  in  the  human 
economy.  It  is  found  in  the  bmin,  nerves,  blood,  tissues,  &c.,  and 
when  there  exists  a  deficient  quantity  morbid  symptoms  are 
induced,  which  can  be  discussed  only  by  re  supplying  the  system. 
The  hypophosphites  are  now  acknowledged  the  most  direct  medi- 
um of  accomplishing  this  purpose. 

Hypophosphites,  Syrup  of 

,  Goinpounded  of  Liyne^  Soda^  Pota88>z  andiron. 

The  object  of  this  syrup  is  to  meet  the  demands  of  many  com- 
plicated diseases,  which  will  succumb  to  no  single  remedy,  but 
which  i-equire  both  the  phosphoric,  iron,  and  the  alterative  treat- 
ment. Its  medical  employment  appears  to  be  preeminently  suita- 
ble to  some  anaemic  conditions,  conjoined  with  certain  types  of 
low  nervous  vigor;  in  a  few  cases  where  the  system  is  known  as 
"run  down,"  a  debilitated  condition  to  which  it  is  often  difficult  to 
give  a  name,  and  it  is  regarded  as  particularly  beneficial  in  debili- 
ty from  prolonged  lactation.  Mr.  Taylor  used  the  hypophosphites 
with  much  success  in  catarrhal  and  leucorrheal  discharges,  neural- 
gia and  muscular  pains,  simulating  inflammation.     The  deficiency 
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of  pliosphate  of  lime  occasionally  brings  on  fever  of  dentition, 
and  in  this  Mr.  Taylor  employed  tnem  with  marked  success.  The 
iron  element  renders  this  syrup  peculiai'ly  applicable  to  weakly, 
ill -fed  children,  or  atonic  cases  generally. 

Hypophosphites,  Syrap  of 

Lime  and  Soda^ — ChurchilV^, 

The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  vol.  56,  sums  up  tJie 
views  of  Dr.  Churchill  concerning  this  remedy  in  the  following 
words: — 

'*  According  to  Dr.  Churchill,  the  immediate  cause,  or  at  least, 
an  essential  condition  of  the  tuberculous  diathesis  is  a  diminution 
in  the  economy  of  the  amount  of  phosphorus  existing  in  a  state 
capable  of  oxygenation.  The  specific  remedy  for  the  disease  con- 
sists in  the  employment  of  some  preparation  of  phosphorus  which 
offers  the  double  condition  of  being  immediately  assimilable,  and^ 
at  the  same  time,  of  being  in  the  least  possible  degree  of  oxygen- 
ation. The  hypophosphites  of  soda  and  lime  are  the  preparations 
which  appear  to  best  unite  these  two  conditions. 

"  These  salts  may  be  administered  indifferently,  in  doses  varying 
from  two  to  forty-five  grains  daily.  The  maximum  dose  usually 
employed  by  Dr.  Churchill  is  fifteen  grains  daily  for  adults.  Ac- 
cording to  him  they  have  an  immediate  action  on  the  tuberculous 
diathesis,  causing  all  the  genera?  symptoms  to  disappear  with  a  rap- 
idity truly  marvellous.  When  the  morbid  deposit  is  recent,  when 
sofliening  has  only  just  begun,  or  is  not  rapid  in  its  progress,  the 
tubercles  are  absorbed  and  disappear  without  leaving  a  trace.  K 
the  disease  is  of  longer  standing,  and  the  softening  has  considerably 
advanced,  it  sometimes  continues  in  spite  of  the  treatment,  and  the 
issue  of  the  disease  depends  upon  the  anatomical  condition  of  the 
lesion,  upon  its  extent,  and  especially  upon  the  presence  or  ab- 
sence of  comphcations. 

**  Mr.  Churchill  thinks  that  the  hypophosphites  act  in  two  ways; 
on  the  one  hand,  they  reinforce  the  principle,  whatever  it  be,  con- 
stituting the  nervous  power ;  on  the  otiier,  they  are  essentiallj 
blood-generating  in  their  nature,  far  surpassing,  in  this  respect, 
every  thing  hitherto  known.  They  possess  in  a  high  degree  all  the 
therapeutic  eflects  attributed,  by  former  observers  to  phosphorus, 
without  any  of  the  dangers  which  have  caused  that  substance  to 
fell  into  neglect 

"  The  number  of  cases  of  phthisis  treated  by  Mr.  Churchill 
amounts  to  35,  all  of  which  were  in  the  second  or  third  stage 
that  is,  with  tubercles  in  the  process  of  softening,  or  with  cav- 
ities, of  this  number  9  have  been  completely  cured,  in  8  of  which 
the  physicial  signs  have  disappeared,  in  1 1  cases  there  was  great 
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improvemeat,  and    14 -have  died.      One  is  still  under  treatment" 


Hypophosphite  of  Iron,  Syrup  of 

Alterative,  tonic  and  blood-restorer.  Phosphorus  alone  has 
acquired  a  reputation  in  chronic  convulsive  disorders,  and  in  the 
treatment  of  epilepsy.  Given  in  small  doses  it  is  said  to  excite 
the  nervous,  vascular,  and  secretory  organs ;  to  increase  the  full- 
ness and  frequency  of  the  pulse,  to  augment  the  temperature,  to 
heighten  the  mental  faculties  and  the  muscular  powers  &c.  These 
are  some  of  the  resul  ts  which  are  produced  by  phosphorus ;  then  by 
combining  with  it  iron,  we  have  a  valuable  remedy  for  most  cases 
of  anaemia.  The  syrup  of  the  hypophosphite  of  iron  is  an  ex- 
cellent medicine  in  most  cases  when  a  blood  restorer  is  indicated. 

Most  cases  of  debility  requiring  tonics,  alteratives,  or  hsematinics 
tvill  respond  favorably  to  its  use.  The  peculiar  advantage  de- 
rived from  the  hypophosphite  of  iron  above  other  ferruginous 
preparations,  is  that  it  meets  most  ftivorably  the  requirements  of 
the  economy  when  there  exists  a  deficiency  of  phosphorus  that 
should  normally  be  found  in  the  blood,  tissues,  &c.,  accompanied 
with  great  prostration  and  langour.  It  presents  the  system  phos- 
phorus both  in  an  assimilable  and  oxidizable  form,  and  at  the 
same  time  subjects  it  to  the  toning  influence  of  a  chalybeate. 
Dose,  one  to  four  drams,  three  times  a  day. 

Hypophosphite  of  Iron  and  Manganese, 

Synip  of 

Manj^  physicians  consider  this  combination  a  remedy  superior 
to  iron  in  cases  where  this  metal  is  indicated.  Dr.  Speer,  of 
Edinburgh,  introduced  these  two  agents,  to  the  profession,  in  the 
form  of  saccharated  carbonates,  and  extravagantly  praised  the 
remedial  utility  of  the  product,  claiming  as  advantages  absence 
from  the  constipating  tendency  of  some  feriTiginous  preparations 
and  an  action  more  satisfactory  than  either  agent  alone  is  capable 
of  effecting.  His  opinion  has  since  been  confirmed  by  a  large 
number  of  practitioners  and  is  supported  by  testimony  too  strong 
to  be  shaken* 

This  new  preparation  combines  these  same  advantages  and  many 
more  which  have  already  been  enumerated  under  the  head  of  hy- 
pophosphites.  The  wide  range  of  diseases  to  which  it  is  eminent- 
ly adapted  is  so  obvious,  that  an  enumeration  of  the  legion  is  deem- 
ed unnecessary. 

In  an  editorial  of  the  North  American  Medical  Reporter^  May, 
1859,  the  writer  discoursing  on  the  medicinal  value  of  manganese, 
says : — 
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,  "The  functions  of  the  glandular  system,  as  well  as  the  lymphaitG 
are  at  fault  in  consumption,  arising  from  whatever  cau&t,  and 
hence  the  necessity  of  agents  capable  of  influencing  the  functions ; 
otherwise,  the  albumen,  which  is  the  true  starting-point  of  all 
animal  tissues,  will  not  be  appropriated,  and  a  regular  course  of 
starvation  which  constitutes  true  consumption  will  ensue. 

"  It  is  for  this  reason  that  manganese  is  so  important  an  agent 
in  the  treatment  of  consumption.  In  its  action,  manganese  stim- 
ulates the  glandular  system,  and  quickens  the  functions  of  the 
lymphatics  and  lacteals.  Hence,  in  our  opinion,  the  hypophosphite 
of  manganese  is  preferable  to  any  other  of  the  hypophosphites, 
in  the  treatment  of  phthisis  and  tuberculosis." 

What  laudations  are  pronounced  upon  manganese  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  disease  may  with  equally  potent  authority  be  pronoun 
ced  upon  a  combination  of  manganese  and  iron,  for  the  latter  agent 
has  long  been  considered  beneficial  in  this  complaint.     Dose,  one 
dram,  three  times  a  day. 

Hypophosphite  of  Iron  and  Qninia,  Syrup  of. 

The  hypophosphites  have  within  a  few  years  been  brought  into 
notoriety  as  a  remedy  in  tuberculosis,  scroftilous  diseases,  rickets, 
&c.,  and  have  been  recommended  as  a  valuable  medicine  in  many 
cases  of  debility.  By  the  combination  of  iron  and  quinia,  we  have 
a  remedy,  which  acts  promptly  on  the  system  as  a  stimulant  tonic, 
regenerator  of  nervous*  force  and  integrity.. 

In  fatty  degeneration  of  the  brain,  this  agent  will  often  be  found 
useful  as  an  adjuvant  with  other  remedies.  We  know  of  no 
specific  in  phthisis,  yet  we  can  recommend  this  syrup  as  a  valua- 
ble agent  in  cases  where  tonics  and  stimulants  are  indicated  ;  often 
the  appetite  will  be  improved  by  its  use,  the  digestive  functions 
also,  and  the  strength  of  the  patient  increased  while  this  article  is 
being  used :  if  thought  important,  the  cod-liver  oil  may  be  admin- 
istered morning  and  evening. 

Frequently  this  remedy  will  be  found  serviceable  in  the  treat- 
ment of  debility  consequent  upon  typhoid  fevers  and  other  dis- 
eases. In  some  stages  of  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers,  thiS' 
combination  can  be  used  with  advantage.  The  value  of  this  agent 
will  be  held  in  high  estimation  by  the  medical  profession  when 
the  wide  range  of  its  adaption  to  the  treatment  6f  disease  shall 
have  been  fully  tested.  Dose,  one  to  four  drams  three  times  a 
day. 


Iodide  of  Lime. 

"Iodide  of  lime,"   says  Dr.  Talson,    "was  first  introduced  in 
1855.     it  has  been  rapidly  gaining  favor  among  practitioners  as 


a  temedj  of  gred.t  vMue.  It  is  used  in  those  cases  wbere  iodide 
df  potassium  is  indicated,  but  with  more  marked  effects  than 
usually  attend  the  use  of  that  salt  The  lime  and  iodine  are 
held  together  by  a  feeble  affinity,  and  the  salt  will  not  admit  of 
exposure  without  evolving  free  iodine.  The  solution  is  a  color* 
less  and  almost  tasteless  liquid. 

Each  dram  of  the  salt  contains  8^  grains  of  iodine,  and  each 
fluid  ounce  of  the  solution  contains  i  grain  of  iodine.  The  iodine 
in  the  solution  exists  in  the  form  of  iodide  of  calcium  and  iodide 
of  lime.  Acids  decompose  the  solution  and  free  the  iodine,  aiid ' 
hence  the  utility  of  this  form  for  the  administration  of  iodina 
Probably  in  the  state  of  an  oxide,  the  iodide  of  calcium  is  superior 
to  the  iodide  of  potassium  in  several  particulars ; 

"  1st.  The  smallness  of  the  dose,  and  the  minute  state  of  its 
atomic  divisions.  2d.  Not  passing  off  so  quickly  through  the  kid- 
neys. Sd.  Its  ready  combination  with  the  blood  and  tissues,  man- 
ifested by  its  alterative  effects.  4th.  In  being  nearly  tasteless, 
and  therefore  readily  taken  by  children,  5th.  It  is  less  expensiva 
6th.  In  not  producing  either  gastro- enteric  or  vesical  irritation. 

"It  has  been  used  with  much  success  in  throat  diseases,  in  mor- 
bid conditions  of  the  general  system,  in  scrofulous  affections,  in- 
tractable cases  of  neuralgia,  diseases  caused  by  metallic  poisons, 
&c.  The  dose  of  the  salt  is  very  small, — about  J  of  a  grain  given 
in  solution,  two  or  three  times  a  day.  Of  the  solution,  2  to  4 
fluid  drams  may  be  given  as  often." 

Neither  the  salts  nor  the  solution  should  be  exposed  long  to  the 
air.  The  decomposing  effect  of  the  air  may  be  readily  seen  by 
placing  a  small  quantity  of  the  solution  in  a  glass,  ana  blowing 
mto  the  liquor  through  a  tube.     The  product  is  a  carbonate. 

Incompatibles. — Acids,  soluble  carbonates,  and  sulphates. 

Iodide  of  Lime,  Syrup  of. — For  the  convenience  of  admin- 
istration, the  syrup  of  iodide  of  lime  is  recommended ;  it  is  pleasant 
and  readily  taken  even  by  children. 

.  One  of  its  first  effects  is  to  increase  the  appetite,  exhibiting  tonic 
properties.     Children  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis  rapidly  improve 

under  its  aid,  and  it  is  also  particularly  adapted  to  a  large  number 
of  chronic  or  acute  affections  peculiar  to  them.  It  possesses  decided 
alterative  powers,  and  when  alterative  remedies  are  indicated,  it 
can  be  used  without  hesitation. 

Each  fluid  ounce  contains  the  equivalent  of  four  grains  of  io» 
dine. 

Iodide  of  Lime  and  Protoxide  of  Iron,  Syrup  of — ^This 
oombination  is  valuable  for  its  alterative  and  tonic  properties,  and 
differs  from  the  following  only  in  the  absence  of  the  vegetable  tenia 
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It  appears  to  be  indicated  in  those  states  of  the  system  when  the 
want  of  tonicity  and  vitality,  the  depression  of  spirit,  and  nervous 
excitability,  are  dependent  on  diseases  which  require  alterative 
agents. 

One  dram  may  be  given  to  adults,  two  or  three  times  a  day ; 
for  children,  half  the  quantity  constitutes  a  dose. 

Iodide  of  Lime  and  Protoxide  of  Iron,  Elixir  of  —  This 
combination  was  first  suggested  by  Dr.  Dimick,  of  Ypsilanti,  it  is  a 
valuable  tonic  preparation ;  it  strengthens  the  system,  and  is  readily 
retained  upon  tne  stomach. 

As  an  alterative  it  is  claimed  to  have  the  preference  with  patients, 
in  many  instances  to  compare  favorably  with  the  syrup  of  hypo- 
phosphites,  producing  remarkably  beneficial  effects  in  pulmonary 
complaints.  In  some  conditions  it  may  act  as  a  salutary  adjunct 
to  the  hypophosphites. 

Iron. 

The  preparations  of  iron  are  pre-eminently  tonic,  and  peculiarly 
well  fitted  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  blood  when  impoverishea 
from  any  causa  Hence  they  are  used  in  diseases  characterized 
by  debility,  especially  when  the  consequences  of  inordinate  dis- 
charges. The  diseases  in  which  they  are  most  usually  employed 
are  chlorosis,  hysteria,  fluor  albus,  gleet,  rickets,  chorea,  and  all 
passive  hemorrhages.  M.  Coster's  observations  demonstrate  its 
efficacy  in  preventing  the  development  of  tubercular  diseases, 
while  Dr.  Lees  of  Dublin,  has  prescribed  ferruginous  preparations 
in  chronic  forms  of  albuminuria  with  the  happiest  results.  The 
anaemic  aspect  of  patients,  generally,  suffering  fi'om  albuminuria 
points  out  an  intimate  relation  with  an  impoverished  condition  of 
the  blood,  a  symptom  which  is  acknowledged  best  combated  by 
chalybeates.  There  are  several  forms  of  menstrual  derangements 
in  wnich  iron  displays  specific  virtues,  the  most  simple  of  which 
are  menstrual  hemorrhage  and  anaemia.  In  torpor  of  the  uterine 
system,  iron,  in  combination  with  aloetic  laxatives  is  potent  to 
stimulate  and  strengthen  the  functions  of  the  economy. 

There  is  no  one  article  in  the  Materia  Medica,  which  is  of  more 
unquestionable  efficacy,  possesses  a  wider  adaptation  to  diseases 
and  none  that  is  offered  to  the  practitioner  unaer  so  extended  a 
variety  of  preparations.  The  merapeutical  value  or  utility  of 
the  several  varieties  depends  on  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
received  by  the  stomacn,  the  readiness  with  which  they  are  at- 
tacked by  the  gastric  acids,  and  the  base  absorbed  by  the  system. 

Chntra-indicatiana. — ^Vascular  excitement,  plethora,  congestion 
and  inflamjnation. 
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Salts  of  Iron. 

Iron,  Ammonio-Citrate  of.— Tonic  and  haematinic,  po:«ses- 
sing  aromatic  and  carminative  properties.  It  is  especially  fitted 
for  children,  and  those  states  of  the  stomach  too  irritable  to  tolerate 
the  more  powerful  salts.  Agreeableness  of  taste  and  odor  and 
the  degree  of  freedom  from  astringency  it  possesses,  together  with 
extremely  mild  and  soothing  qualities,  constitute  the  gre<at  rec- 
ommendation for  its  use.  Dr.  Waring  pronounces  it  the  most 
preferable  of  all  the  mild  salts  of  iron,'*  while  Dr.  Stills  merely 
calls  it  inferior  to  the  tartrata  Among  its  principal  therapeutical 
uses  are  exhaustion  consiequent  on  protracted  diseases,  anaemic 
and  scrofulous  states  of  children  and  dyspepsia  occurring  in  scrof- 
ulous subjects.     It  may  be  given  in  doses  of  from  five  to  ten  grains. 

Iron  and  Strychnia,  Citrate  of.--Blood-restoKitive,  tonic  and 
nervine  stimulant  The  morbidly  irregular  action  of  the  nervous 
system  is  very  often  traceable  primarily  to  impairment  or  deterior- 
ation of  the  blood  by  the  diminution  of  red  globules,  and  to  meet 
the  demand  of  many  of  these  diseased  manifestations,  there  is  no 
more  efficacious  agent  than  the  citrate  of  iron  and  strychnia.  It 
has  been  successfully  employed  in  some  forms  of  paresis,  chorea 
and  amenon'hea.  Cases  of  atonic  dyspepsia  are  recorded  as  having 
yielded  promptly  to  this  agent  When  the  pathology  of  incon- 
tinence of  urine  or  faecal  matter  is  physical  degeneration,  this  com- 
bination may  be  found  beneficial.  Strychnia,  operating  through 
the  medium  of  the  spinal  man'ow,  produces  rigidity  of  the  sphinc- 
ter ani  and  sphincter  vesicae,  temporarily  overcoming  the  impaired 
muscular  power  and  affording  relief,  while  iron,  together  with  the 
tonic  influence  of  strychnia,  combats  atony,  regenerates  the  system, 
and  establishes  a  radical  cure.  Many  diseases  are  treated  in  vain, 
because  the  aphorism,  sanguis  inoderator  nervorum^  is  lost  sight  of 
entirely  in  their  management  It  combines  one  part  of  strychnia 
to  one  hundred  of  citrate  of  iron.     Dose,  three  to  six  grains. 

Iron  and  Quinine,  Citrate  of. — The  medicinal  properties  and 
action  are  defined  by  Dr.  Waring  as  follows :  "  Blood  restorative, 
tonic  and  anti-perioaic.  It  possesses  the  properties  of  both  iron 
and  quinine  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  children  and  delicate 
iemales,  being  easily  borne  when  the  stronger  salts  are  inadmis- 
sibla"  The  state  in  which  these  drugs  exist  in  this  preparation,  is 
a  commixture  rather  than  a  chemical  combination  and  possesses 
no  intrinsic  value  superior  to  an  extemporaneous  union  of  the 
medicines.  The  therapeutic  uses  of  the  two  drugs  are  vari«i  and 
are  discussed  under  the  appropriate  heads,  a  knowledge  of  which 
win  lead  to  the  determination  of  what  conditions  demand  this  com- 
l>ination.    Dose,  five  to  ten  grains. 
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Iron,  HydrocTanate  of. — ^Like  tKe  many  other  preparations  of 
the  ferruginous  type,  hydrocyanate  of  iron  appears  capable  to 
Bubserve  quite  a  number  of  indications,  tbougn  its  predominant 
value  is  exnibited  in  the  treatment  of  epilepsy.  Professor  t).  L , 
McGugin,  of  the  Iowa  Medical  College,  regarded  it  a  superior  reiii- 
edy  to  combat  epilepsy.  In  the  following  letter  the  Dr.  refers  to 
its  history  and  gives  his  opinion  of  its  utility  based  on  actual  ex- 
perience. 

Keokuk,  Iowa,  July  28,  1868. 
Messrs.  Tilden  &  Co  :— 

I  am  quite  obliged  to  you  for  the  small  package  of  the  "  Hydro- 
cyanate of  Iron"  which  you  so  promptly  prepared  for  and  forward- 
ed to  me,  and  also  for  the  obliging  promise  to  prepare  more. 

I  have  now  an  interesting  case  in  the  person  of  a  young  lady 
who  is  now  under  its  usa  *  It  was  received  so  recently  that  time 
has  not  been  afforded  for  a  trial  of  its  benefits. 

In  1854  an  article  appeared  in  the  French  journals,  translated 
and  published  in  the  journals  of  this  country,  giving  an  account 
of  the  use  of  the  above  preparation  of  iron,  which  was  truly  grati- 
fying in  the  results  from  its  use.  M.  Roux,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  faculty  of  the  Medical  Institution  at  Montpelier,  treated 
six  cases,  all  of  wliich  trials  were  successful.  Another  reported 
cases  which  resulted  as  happily,  although  one  of  them  was  a  case 
of  long  standing  advanced  in  life,  and  the  convulsive  movements 
frequent  and  severe. 

A  case  presented  itself  possessing  unusual  interest,  being  that 
of  a  young  man,  an  only  son,  very  intelligent  and  of  much  promise, 
intellectually  and  morally,  but  as  he  had  been  under  treatment  for 
some  time,  his  condition  was  not  in  the  least  improved. 

I  determined  upon  a  trial  of  the  Hydrocyanate  of  Iron,  as  it 
was  a  case  which  seemed  to  demand  such  a  combination  or  such  a 
remedy.  After  spending  much  time  in  the  search  of  the  article, 
I  failed  to  procure  it,  when  Prof  Procter,  of  Philadelphia,  was  ap- 
plied to,  who  kindly  forwarded  me  a  dram  of  it.  Tnis  I  used  m 
this  case,  and  after  using  it  for  two  months  the  convulsions  subsi- 
ded, and  did  not  reappear  for  many  months,  during  which  time, 
notwithstanding  I  had  written  in  all  directions,  I  was  not  able  to 
procure  more  of  the  drug  until  your  chemist  favored  me  with  a 
small  parcel  which  I  am  now  employing  as  above  stated. 

During  the  period  employed  in  the  use  of  the  remedy  he  ex- 
pressed a  decided  change  in  his  feelings,  for  instead  of  the  despond- 
ency and  gloom  which  had  ■previously  weighed  him  down,  he  was 
now  sprightly  and  hopeful.  The  dread  of  the  return  of  the  parox- 
ysms had  been  measurably  dispelled,  and  he  looked  forward  with 
confidence  to  an  ultimate  and  permanent  recovery.  I  believe  thajt 
could  he  have  continued  the  use  of  the  remedy,  these  fond  hop^ 
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in  which  his  femily  and  friends  largely  participated,  would  haye 
been  realized.  Although  the  epileptic  spasms  have  returned,  thqr 
are  not  so  frequent,  nor  are  they  so  severe.  It  is  for  his  case  that 
I  desire  more  of  the  drug  which  you  have  kindly  promised  me, 
but  I  have  beside  a  few  other  cases  in  which  I  would  be  gratified 
in  being  able  to  use  it 

Shortly  after  the  article  had  been  expended  in  this  case,  I  called 
the  attention  of  the  medical  public  to  it  in  the  Iowa  Medical 
Journal,  of  which  I  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  editors, — ^in  volume 
2d,  No.  2,  185i-55, — ^in  the  hope  that  it  would  arrest  the  attention 
of  my  medical  brethren,  and  that  a  further  trial  would  be  made 
of  it,  as  this  was  manifestly  the  first  case  reported  in  which  it  had 
been  used  in  the  United  States.  It  may  have  been  tried,  but  if  so, 
it  has  not  been  reported  in  any  of  the  journals  of  this  country,  as 
I  have  searched  every  one  carefully  from  that  time  to  the  present 

I  would  be  gratified  to  learn  that  others  had  prescribed  it  in  a 
disease  so  formidable  in  its  character^  and  one  too  which  awakens 
so  much  solicitude,  on  the  part  of  the  patient  himself,  and  by  the 
femily  and  friends,  towards  one  who  is  unfortunate  enough  to  be 
afflicted  with  it  As  I  have  been  recently  written  to  on  the  subject, 
inquiring  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  using  it,  and  that  others  may 
be  tempted  to  try  it,  I  subjoin  the  formula : 

]^.  Hydrocyanate  Ferri,        .        .        .        .         3  j. 

Pulv,  Valerian,  3  ij- 

M.  ft.  pil.  No.  120. 
Sig.  One  nigHt  and  morning. 

Each  pill  contains  half-grain  of  the  hyd.  ferri,  and  one  grain  of 
the  powdered  valerian.  The  dose  may  be  gradually  increased,  so 
that  at  the  end  of  three  months  eight  grains  of  the  medicine  may 
be  taken  daily.  The  longest  term  requiring  the  use  of  the  drug 
was  one  year,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  paroxysms  had  dis- 
appeared entirely.  Other  cases  jrielded  to  four,  six,  and  nine 
months'  usa 

Yours,  &c.,  D.  L.  McGUGIN. 

Besides  being  especially  recommended  In  epilepsy^  and  success- 
fully used  when  other  preparations  of  iron  and  nitrate  of  silver 
had  failed,  it  has  been  recommended  and  used  with  success  in 
chorea,  neuralgia,  and  other  severe  nervous  affections.  M.  M.  Du- 
pay  and  JoUy  used  it  in  the  following  form,  in  neuralgia. 


9-    Hydrocyanate  Iron,        ....      18  graina 
SulpL  Quinine,  .        .        .        .  12 

Ext  Opium, 1 

Conserve  Roses,         ....  q.  & 

Make  12  piUs.    Take  one  every  two  or  three  hours. 

11 
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"  This  gives  one  and  a  half  grains  of  iron  to  each  pill.     A  medi- 
cal writer  suggests  the  following  change : 

J^.   iljdrocyanate  Iron,         ....  18  grains. 

Salph.  Quinine,  ....  12       " 

Ext.  Opium  Aqueous,    ....  1       " 

Ext.  Valerian  ale.,       ....  5       " 

Make  18  pills.  Take  one  every  two  or  three  hours,  increasmg 
according  to  the  indications  of  the  case. 

Its  therapeutical  utility  in  epilepsy  is  still  further  attested  bv 
Br.  G.  S.  Bailey,  a  retired  phj^sician  of  Iowa,  in  a  letter  to  the  edi- 
tors of  the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica^  in  which  he  states  his  only 
son  after  having  been  medicated  for  this  malady  with  all  the  rem- 
edies that  medical  skill  could  suggest,  for  more  than  six  years 
without  success,  was  finally  cured  with  the  hydrocyanate  of  iron, 
by  Dr.  McGugin. 

M.  Fabre,  {Revue  de  Malgaigne^  March,  1858,  p.  1S9\  makes 
mention  of  seven  cases  of  well-marked  epilepsy,  in  which  cures 
were  effected  by  pills  of  this  substance.  Corroborative  of  his 
views  of  its  potency,  he  adduces  the  testimony  of  "  M.  Koux,  of 
BrignoUes,  who  reports  several  successful  cases;  also  of  Dr.  Dila- 
siftuve,  physician  to  the  Bicetre,  and  other  physicians."  He  claima 
for  it  a  powerful  influejice  over  the  functions  of  the  uterus,  and 
Bays  it  has  succeeded  in  some  menstrual  disorders  after  other  chal- 
ybeates  had  failed  him. 

Iron,  Iodide  of.— Tonic,  emmenagogue,  and  absorbent.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  particularly  adapted  for  constitutions  of  a  strumous 
dyscrasia.  Large  doses  are  apt  to  create  nausea  and  unpleasant 
gastric  disturbance,  while  five  to  eight  grain  doses  are  pronounced 
safe  and  reliable.  Notwithstanding  the  issues  of  good  authoritieB 
in  regard  to  its  therapeutic  oj)eration,  it  is  generally  believed  that 
when  the  compound  is  taken  into  the  stomach,  the  system  receives 
the  combined  effect  of  the  two  elementary  constituents,  and  though 
the  iodine  be  rejected,  it  is  not  so  in  sucn  a  degree  as  to  interfere 
with  its  special  therapeutic  operations,  and  for  this  reason  a  peculiai* 
remedial  influence  is  attributed  to  the  iodine. 

It  inay  be  employed  in  many  cases  of  anaemia  associated  with 
phthisis,  glandulat  enlargements  and  strumous  manifestations  gene- 
rally, especially  when  occurring  in  debilitated  and  emaciated  sub- 
jects.' One-half  to  one  dram  of  the  syriip  is  recommeiided  by  Dr. 
W  aring  aS  very  efficacious  in  scrofulous  cases  of  amenorrhea  and 
dvsmenOrrhea ;  he  cites  the  favorable  testimony  of  Drs.  Tumbull, 
"V^illiams,  Thompson,  and  Hanking  in  regard  to  its  use  in  these 
complaints.  Dr.  W.  says  the  iodide  of  iron  has  been  known  to 
effect  a  permanent  cure  of  albuminuria^  in  a  subject  of  "broken 
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down''  constitution.  Among  the  other  purposes  foi*  which  it  may 
be  nsed  are,  phthisis,  chlorosis,  diabetes,  secondary  syphilis,  or^ 
ganic  diseases  of  the  uteras,  chronic  affections  of  the  liver,  &c. 
The  dose  generally  prescribed  is  from  one  to  eight  grains. 

Incompatihles, — Acids,  alkalies  and  their  carbonates,  most  metal- 
lic salts,  vegetable  astringents,  &c. 

Iron,  Lactate  of.— Mild  chalybeate,  possessing  the  general 
properties  and  medicinal  utility  of  other  ferruginous  preparations. 
Some  physipians  claim  for  it  the  superiority,  on  the  ground  that 
the  lactic  acid  is  the  one  that  attacks  the  metal  when  it  has  been  in- 
troduced into  the  human  economy.  By  others  it  has  been  desig- 
nated as  peculiarly  fitted  to  overcome  amenorrhea  and  dysmenar* 
rhea,  and  to  combat  anaemia  and  chlorosis.  In  "  Dunglison's  New 
Remedies,"  can  be  found  abundant  testimony  to  prove  its  efficien- 
cy in  chlorosis.  Dose,  ten  to  twenty  grains  daily,  in  divided 
doses. 

Iron,  Muriate  Tincture  of.— Diuretic,  astringent  and  haema- 
tinic.  It  is  the  most  powerful  of  all  the  iron  compounds,  and 
may  be  used  when  chalybeates  are  required.  Dr.  O.  Reese  deems 
this  the  most  desirable  form  of  iron  for  intestinal  use  in  haematu- 
ria,  while  Dr.  G.  S.  Bird  no  less  highly  speaks  of  its  efficacy  in 
chlorosis.  This  tincture  is  advised  in  albuminuria  and  chylous 
urine.  In  incontinence  of  urine  of  children,  three  drops,  thrice 
daily,  in  combination  with  a  tincture  of  hyoscyamus,  have  pro- 
duced the  most  satisfactory  results.  And  it  is  recommended  aa 
very  useful  in  rentention  of  urine  from  spasmodic  stricture  of  the 
urethra,  in  atonic  hemorrhages  from  the  lungs,  in  proftise  perspira- 
tion of  phthisis,  in  dyspepsia  occurring  in  scrofulous  subjects,  in 
diarrhea  during  the  last  stages  of  fevers,  and  in  severe  cases  of 
dysentery.  Salutary  changes  in  some  forms  of  anaemia  may  be 
confidently  looked  for  from  its  haemostatic  operation.  It  appears 
to  be  applicable  for  internal  hemorrhages  and  fluxes  generally. 

As  a  styptic  there  is  no  remedy  in  more  common  use.  Trouble- 
some hemorrhage  which  ofttimes  succeeds  the  extraction  of  a 
tooth,  is  usually  checked  by  one  application.  It  is  also  very  effi- 
cient as  a  caustic  when  applied  to  venereal  warts,  and  some  physi- 
cians depend  on  it  solely  to  discuss  them.  Dose,  ten  to  thirty 
drops,  diluted  with  water. 

Iron,  Persulphate  ot—iMonseVs  Solution).  Styptic  and  has- 
ihostatic.  It  possesses  the  advantages  over  other -salts  in  being 
less  irritant  and  more  astringent,  and  is  peculiarly  adapted  to 
cases  of  hemorrhage  from  surlaces  in  which  it  is  especially  desira*" 
ble  to  avoid  irritation.  Dr.  H.  H.  Toland,  of  San  Francisco,  Oal^ 
(^Pac^  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  SxjIj^  1858),  says,  "If  apnfieci 
to  a  supeificial  wound  as  soon  as  made,  not  a  drop  of  blooa  'e»« 
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capefl,  and  no  pain  results  from  the  application.  It  acts  bj  pro- 
ducing instantaneous  coagulation  of  tne  blood,  and  will  be  found 
invaluable  in  hemorrhage  from  the  mouth,  nose  and  throat,  when 
it  is  impossible  to  ligate  the  vessel,  and  may  be  equally  effica- 
cious in  alarming  uterine  hemorrhage,  either  active  or  passiva" 

O.  C.  Gibbs,  M.  D.,  of  Frewsbury,  N.  Y.,  used  a  combination  of 
persulphate  of  iron  with  fall  doses  of  opium,  with  remarkable  suc- 
cess in  camp  diarrhea.  Dr.  G.  administered  one  or  two  doses  a 
day,  for  one  or  two  weeks  after  the  disease  was  checked,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  recurrence.  He  administered  the  salt  in  one  to  five 
gram  doses.  This  solution  has  been  recommended  as  an  effica- 
cious styptic  in  hemorrhage  from  the  stomach  and  bowels.  Dose, 
solution,  5  to  15  drops. 

Iron,  Solution  of  Protoxide  of— For  combination  with  elixir 
of  bark.     For  properties  see  Iron^  Elixir  of  Protoxide  of. 

Iron,  Citro-  A  rrnn  oniacal  Pyro-Phosphate  of.— The  prepara- 
tion of  this  article  is  based  upon  the  method  of  M.  G.  Eobiquet. 

It  possesses  marked  advantages  over  the  other  preparations  of 
iron,  ready  assimilation  in  the  system,  and  an  entire  absence  of  any 
tendency  to  disorder  the  stomach  or  bowels.  Persons  of  a  nerv- 
ous delicate  organization,  particulai-ly  females,  who  can  not  tolerate 
iron  in  its  ordinary  forms,  generally  bear  this  well,  and  derive 
great  benefit  from  its  use.  The  introduction  of  iron  into  the  econ- 
omy of  some  constitutions,  far  from  producing  the  desired  result, 
interferes  with  the  nutritive  and  digestive  processes,  stimulates 
impoverishment,  and  occasions  gastric  disturbances,  efl'ects  which 
rarely  follow  the  administration  of  the  pyrophosphate.  UnUke 
other  chalybeates,  though  morbid  action  of  the  system  may  destroy 
its  utility,  it  is  not  so  apt  to  aggravate  the  disorder,  for  the  ameU- 
oration  of  which  it  was  given.  Again,  the  pyro-phosphoric  acid 
gives  to  it  a  value,  possessed  by  no  other  in  the  materia  medica, 
to  combat  many  conditions  in  diseases,  when  the  system  lacks  its 
phosphoric  constituent  in  a  due  proportion.  It  is  particularly  ef- 
ficient in  an  hydrsemic  state  of  the  cii'culation.  Here  the  system 
lacks  nerve  power,  and  the  stimulating  properties  of  the  blood 
their  noiTnal  vital  activity.  Under  these  coriditions  the  adminis- 
tration of  iron  in  its  ordinaiy -forms  is  attended  with  little  or  no 
benefit  This  defective  assimilatory  power  is,  to  some  extent, 
counteracted  by  administering  wine  with  iron,  but  the  pyro- 
phosphate is  regarded  a  superior  excitant,  hence  its  lauded  utility 
in  cases  where  persons  "  have  been  over-workedby  mental  appli- 
cation, and  prostrated  by  disquietude  and  care,  or  have  a  shattered 
neire-power  from  some  constant  source  of  bodily  suffering,  have 
a  thoufiand  anomalous  symptoms  dependent  on  an  imperfectly 
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fenerated  and  distributed  nerve-power,  such  as  wakefiilness,  trem- 
ling,  spasmodic  movements,  palpitations,"  &c. 
While  it  is  mild  and  agreeable  chalybeate,  its  action  on  the  sys- 
tem is  efficient,  and  it  may  be  administered  in  any  form  that  may 
be  desirable,  that  of  pill,  solution  in  water,  syrup  or  elixir.  It  ia 
very  favorably  spoken  of  in  the  treatment  of  rickets  and  diabetes, 
and  has  been  employed  with  marked  success  in  anaemic  diseases. 
Dose,  two  to  three  grains. 

Iron,  Valerianate  of. — Nervo-tonic.     It  has  been  employed 

with  benefit  in  nervous   disorders,   hysteria,  chorea,  neuralgia. 

Anaemic  conditions  complicated  with  irritability  excitability  of 

the  nerves  have  improved  under  the  influence  of  tliis  salt.      Dose 

one  to  two  grains,  repeated  several  times  a  day. 

Elixirs  of  Iron. 

Iron,  Elixir  of  Protoxide  of^ — The  several  preparations  of  iron 
operate  as  a  tonic;  they  elevate  the  pulse,  heighten  the  com- 
plexion, and  promote  the  secretions,  and  are  most  useful  when 
there  is  debility,  relaxation  and  languid  circulation.  The  most 
desirable  is  that  which  is  most  easily  assimilable  and  most  accept- 
able and  pleasant  to  the  patients.  The  protoxide,  to  fulfill  these 
conditions,  is  receiving  high  recommendations,  and  daily  securing 
a  stronger  hold  on  the  confidence  of  the  profession  as  a  remedial 
agency  of  superior  efficacy  in  ordinary  cases  of  prostration  and 
disorderd  lifa  It  is  the  form  of  iron  containing  the  least  of  ox- 
ygen. The  proneness  of  the  protoxide  to  absorb  oxygen  and  to 
pass  into  a  sesquoxide  state  is  partially  counteracted  by  tnis  combina- 
tion, though  the  chemical  affinity  is  weak,  and  when  once  the  elixir 
is  introduced  into  the  system  and  subjected  to  its  modifying  influen- 
ces, decomposition  readily  takes  place  and  the  protoxide  freed  and 
readily  assimilated.  It  is  reliable,  pleasant,  and  very  free  from 
any  disagreeable  taste.  It  is  a  conceded  fact  that  vegetable  tonics 
materially  aid  the  operations  of  iron,  and  in  the  elixir  we  have 
this  adjuvant.  This  preparation  supplies  promptly  to  the  blood 
and  capillaries  the  coloring  matter  necessary  to  give  what  is  termed 
good  red  blood.  It  is  prescribed  for  chlorotic  anaemia,  scrofula, 
chorea,  atonic  dyspepsia,  and  physicians,  who  have  used  it,  attest 
its  promptnass  of  action.  Each  fluid  dram  contains  five  grains  of 
iron. 

Iron,  Protoxide  of  and  Quinia,  Elixir  of. — This  preparation 
combines  all  the  tonic  properties  of  the  iron,  with  the  tonic  and 
antiperiodic  properties  of  quinine,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  chil- 
dren and  delicate  females,  and  is  adapted  to  most  cases  where  iro^ 
would  be  used.  Each  fluid  dram  contains  one-fourth  grain  of 
quinia.     Dose,  one  dram. 
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Iron,  Elixir  of  Pyrophosphate  of. — The  tastelessness  and  ele- 
gant  appearance  of  this  ehxir  give  it  the  preference  in  cases  of 
children  and  persons  of  a  dehcate  nervous  organization  particular- 
ly females,  who  require  hoematinics  but  can  not  take  them  as  or- 
dinarily prepared  without  experiencing  unpleasant  effects.  The 
therapeutical  value  is  more  fully  exhibited  under  head  of  IroUy 
Oitro-Ammonical  Pyrophosphate   of.     Dose,  one  to  two  drams. 

Iron,  Syrup  of  Iodide  of — This  combination  Ls  particularly 
adapted  for  persons  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis.  Prof  S.  R  Percy, 
discoursing  on  its  virtues  in  a  lecture  communicated  to  the 
American  Medical  Tiines^  January  4,  1862,  says : — 

"It  is  more  used  in  the  diseases  of  children  than  in  those  of 
adults.  The  scrofulous  diseases  of  children,  which  are  always 
accompanied  with  an  anaemic  condition  of  the  system,  are  more 
successfully  treated  with  this  article  than  with  any  other  in  the 
materia  medica;  I  have  found  that  when  the  syrup  is  judiciously 
given  in  small  doses  of  one  to  three  drops,  to  scrofulous  and  anae- 
mic children,  it  can  be  tolerated  for  a  long  time,  and  will  continue 
to  be  of  gi*eat  benefit  for  several  weeks,  without  the  necessity  of 
Buspending  its  use  for  a  day.  Children,  with  this  small  dose  re- 
peated three  or  four  times  a  day,  will  improve  rapidly  and  steadily, 
when  they  will  not  do  so  well  if  the  dose  is  increased.  In  the  one 
instance  the  iron  is  all  taken  up  in  the  system,  and  only  passed  off  in 
the  usual  metamorphosis  of  tissue,  and  the  iodine  exerts  its  pecuhar 
action  upon  the  glandular  absorbents,  but  in  the  other  instance  the 
Bait  is  presented  in  larger  quantities  than  are  required  for  the  unme- 
-diate  metamorphoses,  and  it  is  passed  off  to  some  extent  undecom- 
posed,  and  irritates  both  stomach  and  kidneys. 

"  In  nearly  every  form  of  scrofulous  disease,  the  syrup  of  the 
iodide  of  iron  will  be  foxmd  of  great  service ;  for  in  all  of  these 
diseases  you  find  glandular  enlargements,  which  are  benefited  by 
iodine,  and  anaemia  which  is  relieved  by  iron.  I  have  treated 
children  with  tubercular  enlargements  of  the  mesenteric  glands 
with  this  remedy  alone,  when  at  first  sight  a  cure  would  seem 
lb  be  almost  impossible,  and  when  a  change  of  air  and  diet  could 
not  be  provided  In  diseases  of  this  description,  I  prefer  if  possi- 
ble, to  give  the  remedy  in  small  and  very  fi-equently  repeated 
doses,  as  one  drop  every  hour." 

Dr.  Waring  observes :  "  In  scrofulous  enlargements  of  the  lymphat- 
ic glands  in  the  tabes  mesenterica  and  other  forms  of  scrofula^  attended 
with  debility  and  emaciation,  the  iodide  of  iron,  in  the  form  of 
Byrup,  is  a  powerful  and  efficacious  remedy.  It  improves  the  gen- 
eral health,  and  at  the  same  time,  causes  marked  reduction  in  the 
size  of  enlarged  glands." 

A  more  extended  notice  of  the  therapeutical  uses,  for  which  it 
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is  evidently  adapted  may  be  found  under  Iron^  loclich  of.     Dose, 
2  to  40  drops,  diluted  with  water. 

Iron  and  Manganese,  Syrup  of  Iodides  of. — Tonic  and  altera- 
tive. In  simple  anaemia,  resulting  from  obstinate  inteniimittent 
fevers,  prolonged  suppuration,  scrofulous,  syphilitic  and  can- 
cerous affections,  this  syrup  acts  beneficially  and  rapidly,  and 
permanent  effects  may  be  expected.  Manganese,  itself,  closely  re- 
sembles iron  in  its  properties  and  the  above  preparation  is  emi- 
nently applicable  to  that  class  of  diseases  where  a  depurator  of  the 
blood,  a  powerful  tonic  and  active  alterative  are  indicated.  Chlc- 
rosis,  syphilis,  scrofula,  and  many  diseases  of  the  skin,  &c.,  are 
benefited  by  it  It  possesses  all  the  properties  of  the  preceding 
syrup,  together  with  those  of  manganese,  a  remedy  lauded  in  com- 
bination with  iron,,  on  the  ground  that  it  promotes  the  promptness 
of  ax5tion  of  the  latter  and  enhances  its  hsematinic  influence.  In 
it  (manganese)  iodide  of  iron  may  also  receive  an  adjuvant.  Man- 
ganese is  generally  conceded  to  exert  a  peculiar  therapeutical 
influence  over  the  elements  with  which  it  combines,  aside  from  that 
which  belongs  to  it  intrinsically.     Dose,  10  to  SO  drops. 

Iron,  Protoxide  of  with  Iodide  of  Potass.,  Syrup  of —In 
this  preparation  are  combined  a  mild  but  efficacious  chalybeate 
and  valuable  alterative.  In  cases  of  goitre,  strumous  enlargement 
of  the  glands,  strumous  ophthalmia,  leucon-hea,  mercurial  cachexy, 
and  all  tubercular  affections,  chronic  hydrocephalus,  syphilis  and 
syphilitic  affections,  gout,  rheumatism,  arthritic  enlargements,  asth- 
ma,  cutaneous  diseases,  and  in  many  other  diseases  which  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  properties  of  its  elementary  constituents  will  readily 
suggest,  this  compound  will  prove  eminently  serviceable,  enriching 
the  blood,  improving  the  digestion  and  invigorating  the  system 
generally.  It  may  be  employed  in  all  atonic  conditions,  where  the 
iodide  of  potassium  is  indicated.  The  medicinal  property  and  ac- 
tion of  the  Iodide  of  Potassium  are  closely  analogous  to  those 
of  iodine,  the  value  of  which,  as  an  alterative,  is  well  known 
It  is  preferred  by  some  on  the  ground,  that  the  system  sometimes 
responds  more  fiivorably  to  it  than  to  iodine  alone.  Dose,  one-half 
to  one  dram. 

Iron,  Protoxide  of  with  Quinia,  Syrup  of — ^Tonicandfebri. 
fage.  See  iron,  protoxide  of  and  quinia  for  their  respective  value 
as  medicines.  This  combination  may  be  administered  with  much 
confidence  and  assurance  of  success,  in  febrile  relapses,  dyspepsia, 
inertia  or  atony  of  the  several  organs  of  the  body,  general  debility, 
convalescence  from  acute  and  chronic  exhausting  diseases,  some 
types  of  neuralgia,  every  disease  characterized  by  periodicity  and 
fill  conditions  of  the  system  when  quinine  is  suggested  and  yet 
a  chalybeate  is  needed.     Dose,  one  to  two  drama 
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Iron,  Syrup  of  Pyrophosphate  of. — ^For  a  statement  of  the 

remedial  advantages  of  this  chaljrbeate,  see  iron  citro-ammoniaeal 

pyjx)phosphate  of      This  syrup,  is  pleasant  to  the  taste  and  is  more 

•  readily  taken  by  a  class  of  patients  than  the  crystals  or  the  elixir 

even.    Dose,  one  dram. 

Iron,  Syrup  of  Superphosphate  of. — ^Tonic,  deobstment,  and 
hajmatinic.  This  combination  will  be  found  of  service  in  most 
cases  of  anaemia  and  may  be  used  for  the  same  purpose  aa  other 
haematinics.  It  is  recommended  upon  good  authority  as  beneficial 
in  the  treatment  of  diabetes.  In  the  treatment  of  rickets,  this  agent 
deserves  consideration,  combining,  as  it  does,  two  essential  ele- 
ments, necessary  to  build  up  the  healthy  organization  of  the 
system. 

There  might  be  mentioned  numerous  instances  in  which  this  salt 
will  be  found  advantageous.  As  an  alterative  and  blood-restorer, 
it  will  relieve  many  uterine  difficulties,  hepatic  affections,  scrofulous 
diseases,  and  renal  troubles.  Most  of  that  catalogue  of  diseases, 
which  are  frequently  denominated  those  of  debility,  will  respond 
favorably  to  the  judicious  use  of  this  agent     Dose,  one  dram. 

Magnesia,  Citrate  of;  Grramilar  Effervescent 

A  popular  tuid  effective  medicine  when  cooling  aperients  are 
needed,  and  in  large  doses  acts  as  a  mild  cathartic. 

The  effervescing  properties  of  this  elegant  preparation  are  re- 
tained in  granular  form,  preservnng  the  flavor  as  a  palatable  §aHne 
draught- 
As  an  aperient  or  purgative  it  is  pleasant  to  the  taste,  unobjec- 
tionable to  the  most  delicate  organization,  mild  but  certain  in  its 
operation,  and  has  a  popularity  unequalled  by  any  other  of  its 
class  of  medicines.  One  to  two  drams,  dissolved  in  two  fluid 
ouncci?  of  water  act  as  an  aperient  Larger  doses  are  required  to 
produce  a  }>argative  operation. 

Nitrate  of  Silver. 

Nitrate  of  silver  is  tonic,  anti-spasmodic  and  sedative.     It  is 

much  used  as  an  escharotic,  either  in  solution  or  solid.  The  strength 
of  the  solution  should  depend  on  the  condition  of  the  parts  to  which 
k  is  to  be  applied,  and  tlie  character  of  the  affections.  One  fluid 
ounce  of  "water  will  dissolve  from  five  to  eight  grains.  It  has  been, 
applied  with  benefit  to  warts,  ulcers,  fungus  growths,  chancres 
cancram  oris,  fetid  discharges  from  the  ear,  tongue,  guins,  &c. 

As  a  local  application  in  erysipelas,  leucorrhea,  gonorrhea,  gran- 
ulations, excoriations,  stricture  of  the  urethra,  ringworms,  corns, 
and  many  cut^aneous  diseases,  it  has  also  been  employed  with  favor- 
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able  results.  Especially  useful  to  check  the  progress  of  malignant 
erysipelas. 

Much  benefit  has  also  been  derived  from  the  solution  in  venetel 
al  affections  of  the  throat  and  other  throat  difficulties,  here  applied 
by  means  of  a  sponge.  If  the  pain  be  excessive,  it  may  be  ap- 
peased by  a  wash  of  common  salt.  Chloride  of  sodium  converts 
the  nitrate  into  an  insoluble  salt 

In  obstinate  cases  of  diarrhea  of  children,  Dr.  Willshire,  obsei-ves 
Dr.  Waring,  has  used  the  following  foraiula  with  great  succ>ess : — 

1^.    Argent  Nit,          -                 '        *  *        g''-  J* 

Acid  Nitric  Dil.^    ....  Minims,  v. 

Mucilag.  Acac' Syinip,  Simp,  aa,      .  .    f3vj. 
M.  Sumat,  f3j.   4tS  quaque  hor^. 

It  is  recommended  in  gastralgia,  jaundice,  dyspepsia,  diarrhea  of 
phthisis,  in  dysentery,  acute  and  chronic,  and  many  other  diseases 
of  the  abdominal  viscera ;  in  spasmodic  affections,  chorea,  epilepsy, 
hooping  cough  and  asthma.  Certain  rules  should  be  observed  m 
its  administration.     Dose,  one-fourth  to  one-half  grain. 

Phosphates,  Syrap  of 

Compounded  af  Lime^  Soda^  Poiassa  and  Iron — CJiemical  Food, 

This  remedy  has  been  suggested  in  cases  of  debility,  or  consti- 
tutional languor,  where  the  functions  of  the  system  lack  their  nor- 
mal vitality,  and  yet  these  morbid  symptoms  are  traceable  to  no 
one  single  positive  cause.  Its  use,  though,  is  advised  only  in  those 
cases  where  the  simple  syrup  of  phosphate  of  iron  fails  to  bring 
about  the  desired  effect  But  the  value  of  the  several  ingredients 
as  nutritive  tonics  is  too  well  known  to  require  a  lengthy  notice 
of  the  therapeutics  of  the  compound. 

Potassa,  Arsenite,  SoIxLtion.  of. 

(Fowler's  Solution.) 

Arsenic,  from  an  early  date,  has  been  successfully  used  as  an 
anti-periodic.  The  number  of  physicians  of  talent  and  fruitful 
experience,  both  in  America  and  Europe,  who  have  lauded  its 
efficacy  in  intermittent  and  periodic  fevers,  is  too  large  to  leave  a 
shadow  of  a  doubt  of  its  utility  in  those  diseases.  It  is  not  claim- 
ed to  supereede  quinia  in  recent  intermittent  fevers,  but  is  promised 
equal  to  quinia  in  chronic  forms  of  that  affection,  and  to  constitute 
an  invaluable  relay  in  the  small  proportion  of  cases  which  resist 
cinchona  in  all  its  fonns  and  in  every  dose.  Fowler  effected  radi- 
cal cures,  by  the  arsenical  solution,  of  171  out  of  247  cases  of 
"  agues."   Withering  used  the  solution  with  complete  success  in  34 
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out  of  48  cases,  though  in  the  remaining  15  cases  it  failed.  Dr. 
T.  D.  Mitchell  found  other  preparations  besides  Fowler's  solution, 
inefFectoal. 

There  is  a  variety  of  diseases  amenable  to  this  solution,  among 
which  may  be  named  chorea,  neuralgia,  chronic  rheumatism,  in- 
veterate cutaneous  affections,  such  as  chronic  eczema,  psoriasis, 
chronic  impetigo  and  lichen,  and  others.  It  has  also  been  found 
efficacious  in  raenorrhagia.  Stilld  records  the  following  regula- 
tions, which  Mr.  Hunt  claims  should  be  observed  in  the  arsenical 
treatment : — 

1.  The  use  of  arsenic  is  contra-indicated  when  there  is  a  feverish 
state  of  the  system,  a  quick  pulse,  hot  skin,  &;c. 

2.  It  should  never  be  given  on  an  empty  stomach. 

3.  Should  never  be  given  in  increasing  doses.  This  is  a  fiital 
and  almost  universal  mistake. 

4.  The  largest  dose  ever  required  is  five  minims  of  Fowler's  so- 
lution, three  times  a  day. 

5.  This,  if  mixed  with  the  food,  will  not  irritate  the  stomach  or 
bowels,  but  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  or  weeks,  produce  an 
itching  or  smarting  of  the  conjunctiva.  This  membrane  will  ap 
pear  slightly  inflamed,  and  the  lower  eyelid  will  soon  appear  a  ht- 
tle  puffed  or  swollen.  The  cutaneous  disease  will  now  begin  to 
decline,  and  the  dose  must  be  reduced  to  four  minims. 

6.  If  the  conjunctiva  continues  much  inflamed,  the  dose  must 
be  further  reduced,  but  the  conjunctiva  must  be  kept  tender 
throughout  the  whole  course. 

7.  If  the  skin  becomes  more  inflamed,  the  course  must  not  be 
interrupted,  but  a  few  leeches  must  be  applied  to  the  margin  of 
the  diseased  portions,  or  an  occasional  aperient  exhibited. 

8.  The  arsenical  course  must  be  continued  for  as  many  months 
after  the  final  disappearance  of  the  eruption,  as  it  haa  existed 
years  before.     This  will  prove  a  security  against  a  relapsa 

9.  Cutaneous  disorders  treated  in  this  way  seldom  return,  and 
never  severely,  nor  is  there  any  danger  of  metastasis. 

Antidotes, — Free  evacuations  of  the  stomach  by  emetics :  ipecacu- 
anha is  preferred  or  sulphate  of  copper  or  zinc.  The  emesia 
should  be  promoted  by  warm  drinks,  or  other  mixtures,  after 
which  the  hydrated  sesquioxide  of  iron,  or  the  hydrated  sulphurei 
of  iron  should  be  administered  in  large  doses.  The  same  plan  of 
treatment  may  be  pursued  to  combat  poisoning  by  the  preceding 
arsenical  preparation. 

Incompatible^ — Acids,  acidulous  salts,  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and 
its  compounds,  sulphates  of  magnesia,  iron  and  copper ;  chlorides 
of  barium,  calcium  and  iron,  nitrate  of  silver;  alum,  &a 
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Potassa,  Chlorate  of. 

{Chemically  pure.) 

Refrigerant  and  diuretic.  This  medicine  has  been  very  success- 
fully employed  in  scorbutic  and  hepatic  affections,  cancrurn  oris^ 
abscesvses,  boils,  mercurial  salivation,  maternal  stomatitis,  eruptions, 
and  by  some  practitioners  mainly  relied  on  in  scarlatina,  fetid 
*^  breath,  diphtheria,  and  ordinary  cases  of  sore  throat  It  is  ac- 
knowledged a  superior  remedy  in  gangrene  and  ulceration  of  the 
mouth,  destroying  the  disagreeable  odor,  diminishing  the  discharge 
of  saliva,  and  expediting  granulation.  Some  authorities  pronounce 
it  a  sedative  to  the  nervous  and  circulatory  systems,  a  stimulant  to 
the  digestive  and  urinary  organs,  as  well  as  an  alterative  and  stim- 
ulant to  mucous  linings,  on  account  of  which  last  property  it 
appears  to  be  indicated  in  morbid,  and  inordinate  mucous  dis- 
charges. 

Dr.  Watson  Btates  that  one  dram  of  the  salt  dissolved  in  a  pint 
of  water  is  a  beneficial  daily  drink  in  typhoid  fever.  "  Prof.  Lom- 
bard (W.)  otrongly  recommends  the  chlorate  of  potash  in  doses  of 
gr.  XV, — xviij,  every  four  or  six  hours  in  anasarca  and  ascites  after 
typhus  fevei-s.'*  The  desired  object  has  been  accomplished  by  this 
remedy  in  pregnancy,  when  the  results  of  prior  pregnancies  indi- 
cated the  foetus  would  be  either  stillborn  or  very  weakly.  It  may 
be  applied  externally  as  a  wash  or  injection  in  solution  of  six  to 
twenty  grj^ins  to  the  fluid  ounce  of  water.  It  answer  thus  in  affec- 
tions of  the  mouth,  aided  by  internal  administration. 

One  fluid  ounce  of  water  dissolves  about  twenty-five  gi'ains 
No  nicety  need  be  observed  in  the  dose.  As  a  prophylactic  in  sali. 
vation,  small  doses  will  serve. 


Quinia. 

This  is  the  naririe  of  an  alkaloid  obtained  from  the  Pei'uvian 
Bark.  It  was  discovered  in  the  year  1820,  bj  Pelletier  and 
Caventou,  and  has  since  steadily  grown  in  popularity  until  it  now 
takes  its  place  among  the  most  valuable  agents  in  the  materia  medi- 
ca,  and  by  common  consent  is  regarded  "  a  most  important  gift  from 
modern  analytical  chemistry  to  medicine." 

Quinia  is  applicable  to  all  the  diseases  for  which  cinchona  has 
been  long  used  and  celebrated  as  a  tonic,  febrifuge  and  anti-period- 
ic ;  having  all  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  crude  bark  save  its 
astringency.  It  claims  the  preference  to  the  cinide  bark  in  not  being 
open  to  the  objections  of  overloading  the  stomach,  and  bringing  on 
dyspepsia  and  other  derangements  of  the  alimentary  canal,  which 
are  the  results  of  large  doses  in  which  tlie  crude  bark  must  be  ad- 
ministered to  produce  the  desired  effect.  Quinia  is  seldom,  if  ever 
given  alone,  but  generally  in  the  form  of  salt  Its  therapeutic 
uses  are  too  obvious  to  require  enumeration. 


172  BUPPLSXBKT  TO  THE 

Qxuxiia,  Chlorate  of.— This  article  was  introduced  into  medicin6 
within  the  last  year  by  Dr.  Lyons,  of  Dublin,  who  claims  for  it  a 
febrifuge  of  surpassing  potency.  The  record  of  his  experience 
with  this  agent  would  place  it  foremost  in  the  rank  of  remedies  to 
combat  the  graver  forms  of  typhus,  typhoid,  pneumonia,  scarlatina, 
small-pox,  low  plegmonous  mflammation,  and  low  pyrexial  states. 
When  the  heart  is  feeble,  it  is  said  to  possess  an  almost  magical 
eflScacy  in  reducing  yet  sustaining  the  pulsation. 

In  Braithwaites  Retrospect,  Part  54,  page  238,  may  be  found  an 
interesting  communication,  (Copied  from  the  Medical  Press  and 
Circular,  May  30,  1866,  page  562),  on  the  employment  of  this 
new  febrifuge.  A  case  of  scarlatina  anginosa  is  recorded  where 
rapid  defervescence  followed  the  use  of  this  agent  "  The  chlorate 
of  quinia  was  ordered  for  this  patient  in  three  grain  doses  every 
third  hour,  in  addition  to  which  the  tonsils  were  washed  with  a  20 
grain  solution  of  silver,  and  a  gargle,  of  chlorate  of  potash  directed 
to  be  used  frequently  during  the  day.  *  *  *  On  the  fourth 
day  defervescence  was  well  established,  the  pulse  had  fallen  to  80 
(from  130),  the  throat  was  quite  restored  to  a  natural  condition,  and 
the  patient  in  all  respects  convalescent  In  two  other  cases  of  scar- 
latina, but  of  milder  form,  the  chlorate  was  employed  with  very 
satisfactory  results." 

The  writer  also  cites  a  case  of  protracted  typhus  fever  with  diph- 
theria supervening  which  had  proved  rebellious  against  every  other 
plan  of  treatment,  but  which  rapidly  succumbed  to  the  chlorate  of 
quinia  in  connection  with  the  ordinary  local  measures.  The  diph- 
theritic exudations  were  firet  carefully  removed,  after  which  the 
muriated  tincture  of  iron  was  freely  applied  upon  the  affected  sur- 
face, beside  which  the  throat  was  repeatedly  gargled  with  the 
chlorate  of  potash. 

^Thc  patient  was  further  directed  to  take  the  chlorate  of  quinia  m 
about  five  grain  doses  every  third  hour,  accordiDg  to  the  following 
formula : — 

5.     Chloratis  quiniae,    3jss;acidi  pcrclilorici,  3  ij  ;  syrup  au- 
rantii,  §  ij  ;  aquae  distillata),  ad    §  viij.     M. 
.    Sumat  5  ss.  3tiis  horis. 

"  The  gargle  employed  in  this  and  the  previous  ca^e  consisted  of 
two  drachms  of  chlorate  of  potash,  two  drachms  perchloric  acid, 
three  ounces  of  syrup,  and  five  ounces  of  water.  Under  the  use  of 
these  remedies,  the  patient  rapidly  improved,  and  about  the  28th 
day  from  the  first  invasion  of  the  fever  convalescence  began  to  be 
fairly  established,  and  continued  permanent 

"From  the  powerful  oxidising  and  general  stimulating  agency 
of  chloric  acid,  and  the  influence  of  quinia  as  a  nervo-tonic,  Dr. 
Lyons  has  been  led  to  the  idea  of  combining  these  two  remedial 
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agents,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  febrifuge  medicine  of  great 
potency. 

"  From  some  half  dozen  cases  in  which  he  has  as  jret  employed 
this  drug  including  scarlatina,  typhus,  the  diphtheritic  case  abiove 
mentioned,  and  in  low  forms  of  pneumonia,  ur.  Lyons  has  obtained 
results  which  so  tkr  satisfy  him  of  its  efficacy  and  utiUty,  and  he  in- 
vites the  co-operation  of  his  professional  brethren  in  testing  the  value 
of  this  salt  of  quinia  in  low  pyrexial  states." 

The  Medical  Press  and  CkrculaVj  Dec.  19,  1866,  again  says : 
"  Further  experience  of  this  valuable  agent  has  confirmed  the  views 
entertained  oy  its  inventor,  *  *  *  In  a  case  of  low  typhus, 
with  extremely  feeble  heart,  and  pulse  at  144,  the  exhibition  of  a 
ten  grain  dose  brought  the  pulse  down  from  twelve  to  fifteen  beats 
within  an  hour  after  its  administration.  A  case  of  small-pox  was 
treated  with  it  from  the  outset,  in  which  the  pulse  never  ran  above 
ninety.  It  is  usually  administered  by  Dr.  Lyons  in  a  dose  from 
three  to  five  grains  dissolved  by  the  aid  of  the  acid  of  a  like  nimi- 
ber  of  ^rops  of  perchloric  acid." 

Quinia,  Hypophosphite  of. — In  this  combination  we  have  a 
remedy  which  acts  promptly  on  the  system  as  a  stimulant  tonic, 
aud  regenerator  of  nervous  force  and  integrity. 

Quinia,  Tannate  of — Though  applicable  to  the  many  diseases 
for  which  quinia  is  usually  prescribed,  its  specific  value  appears 
manifest  in  nocturnal  sweats.  M.  Delioux,  regards  it  superior  to 
any  other  preparation  of  bark  in  the  management  of  colliquative 
sweats  which  occur  in  phthisis  and  other  diseases.  His  conclusion 
was  the  result  of  a  series  of  experiments  with  the  several  prepara- 
tions of  the  bark.  L'  Union  M^dicale^  No.  43  says:  "  This  agent  is 
supposed  to  be  peculiarly  applicable  to  two  essential  conditions  in 
this  symptom,"  meaning  coUquative  sweats,  "  organic  debility  and 

sriodicity.     M.  Delioux  cites  many  cases  in  support  of  his  views. 

[e  administers  this  agent  in  two  or  three  doses  of  six  or  eight  grains 
during  the  afternoon.  It  is  insipid,  and  causes  neither  wakeftd- 
ness  nor  indigestion." 

Quinia,  Valerianate  of — Nervine,  tonic,  and  febrifuge  It  is 
very  efficacious  in  intermittent  neuralgia,  hemicrania  and  in  those 
disorders  where  a  tonic  and  anti-periodic  influence  is  indicated  and 
the  nerves  also  require  to  be  acted  upon.  For  the  relief  of  wake- 
fulness, restlessness,  and  nervous  irritability.  In  such  states  of  the 
system  there  is  no  better  remedy.     Dose,  one  dram. 

Wine  of  Wild  Cherry. 

In  Braiihwaite's  Retrospect  Part  55,  page  258,  can  be  found  a 
lengthy  communication  on  the  therapeutics  of  prunus  virginianai 
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or  wild  cherry,  {Medical  Times  and  Oazeite^  1867),  by  Dr.  Clifford 
Allbutt,  from  which  the  following  iextracts  are  copied : — 

**(The  Pruims  Virginiana,  or  American  Wild  Cheny,  has  a 
special  power  of  giving  tone  and  calmness  to  the  arterial  system. 
The  rapidity  and  intensity  of  the  heart's  action  are  lessened.) 

"  I  have  found  the  wild  cherry  useful,  not  only  in  cases  of  cardiac 
disturbance,  but  also  of  general  nervous  excitability,  of  "  atonic" 
dyspepsia,  and  of  intestinal  irritability.  It  seems,  however,  to  have 
a  more  special  bearing  upon  the  arterial  nervo-muscular  tissues,  as 
digitalis  also  has,  and  in  proper  cases  it  comes  as  a  valuable  substi- 
tute  for  digitalis,  when  this  medicine  is  ill-borne.  Many  sedatives, 
as  you  are  aware,  tend  to  cause  nausea  or  vomiting  in  those  who 
take  them,  as  do,  for  example,  opium,  chloroform,  tobacco,  and 
many  others.  Digitalis  in  its  degree,  shares  with  them  that  peculi- 
arity ;  and  you  will  find  in  practice  many  persons  who  can  not  bear 
digitalis,  even  in  small  doses,  on  account  of  the  nausea  which  it  caus- 
es in  them.  We  may  often  avoid  this  ill  eflect  by  judicious  exhibi- 
tion and  combination,  but  sometimes  no  care  can  prevent  it.  In 
such  constitutions  or  states  of  disease  the  wild  cherry  is  of  great  val- 
ue. In  doses  under  half  a  drachm  of  the  tincture,  and  imder  one 
ounce  of  the  infusion,  it  is,  so  far  as  I  can  tell,  invariably  well  borne. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  equal  to  digitalis  in  the  special  relief 
which  we  need  in  exti'eme  cases.  It  is,  indeed,  rather  to  be  used  in 
the  continuous  treatment  which  follows  the  removal  of  the  worst 
symptoms.  The  wild  cheiTy  is  not  an  heroic  remedy,  and  yet  it  is 
not  an  insignificant  one.  ^Moreover,  it  is  a  perfectly  safe  one.  I 
have  never  seen  a  case  among  the  many  which  I  have  treated,  where 
the  infusion  or  tincture  of  the  wild  cherry  has  been  followed  by  any 
poisonous  consecjuences.  On  the  contrary,  I  seldom  prescribe  it  in 
suitable  cases  without  receiving  a  spontaneous  tribute  fix)m  my  pa. 
tient  to  the  success  of  the  medicine.  In  doses  larger  than  those  I 
have  mentioned,  however,  I  have  found  that  the  valuable  properties 
of  the  drug  were  not  obtained,  and,  indeed,  that  in  more  than  one 
instance  increased  distress,  and  sometimes  even  sickness,  seemed  to 
result  from  the  use  of  it  When  doses  beginning  at  fifteen  or 
twenty  drops  of  the  tincture  and  half  an  ounce  of  the  cold  infiision 
do  not  make  some  change  for  the  better,  I  now  lay  aside  the  medi- 
cine till  a  more  convenient  season.  Medicines,  like  mortals,  are  not 
at  all  hours  infalUble. 

"  [It  is  in  mitral  regurgitation,  perhaps,  that  the  wild  cherry  iB 
the  most  valuable.  Here  a  sUght  mal-adaptation  may  cause  most 
painful  disturbance.  Steel  is  not  often  admissible  in  any  stage  of 
this  disease.] 

**  J.  G.,  aged  45,  mill-hand,  complains  of  cough,  occasional  blood- 
spitting,  and  of  wearing  pain  in  left  arm ;  also  of  palpitation,  dys- 
pnoea, and  occasional  slight  anasarca      There  is  decided,  but  not 
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unmanageable,  venous  congestion  of  the  viscera,  &c.,  a  poor  and 
irregular  pulse,  and  a  "mitral  regurgitant  murmur."  9.  Infus. 
pruni  virgin.  5j»>  ^^^®  times  a  day.  The  week  following,  the 
patient  paid  a  spontaneous  tribute  to  the  power  of  the  medicine, 
and  in  six  weeks  had  regained  considerable  ease. 

"  I  might  tell  you  of  twenty  such  cases.  In  nearly  all,  the  pa- 
tients were  left  to  give  their  own  opinion,  and  in  addition  to  ease 
at  the  heart,  they  often  expressed  much  pleasure  at  the  restoration 
of  appetite^  Loss  of  appetite,  probably  due  to  congestion  of  the 
eapillaries  of  the  stomach,  and  consequent  suppression  of  gastric 
secretion,  is  a  frequent  symptom  of  heart  disease  afiecting  the  ve- 
nous flow. 

"  I  shall  add  some  observations  on  the  value  of  prunus  virgin- 
iana  in  a  few  other  diseases.  In  chronic  bronchitis,  depending  upon 
or  accompanied  by  valvular  disease  or  dilatation  of  the  chambers  of 
the  heart,  I  have  found  it  of  great  servic.  Such  cases,  are  you 
know,  but  too  common.  In  them  I  always  found  my  best  remedy 
in  digitalis;  I  now  find  the  prunus  virgimana  do  nearly  as  well — -1 
have  often  thought  quite  ^  well — ^in  calming  the  cough  and  so  call- 
ed asthma,  and  it  is  infinitely  preferable  in  that  it  also  improves 
tiie  appetite  and  strength,  and  may  be  given  continuously  and 
fearlessly.  These  patients  are  among  the  crosses  of  the  hospital 
physician;  incurable,  but  capable  of  passing  relief,  they  hang  on 
winter  after  winter,  gasping  forth  their  tale  of  inevitable  sorrowa 

"  In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  in  many  cases  of  the  kind  reme- 
diable by  prunus  virginiana  I  have  tried  other  vegetable  bitters 
with  hydrocyanic  acid  added.  I  have  not  found  this  imitation  to 
Itnswer,  and  I  beheve,  therefore,  that  the  good  effects  of  the  drug 
depend  upon  something  more  than  the  prussic  acid  it  contains." 

From  the  fluid  extract  can  conveniently  be  made  the  wine 
tincture,  or  inftision,  to  suit  the  exigency  of  the  case,  the  prefer- 
ence of  the  physicians,  and  the  constitutional  idiosyncrasy  of  the 
patient 

The  wine  of  wild  cherry  is  scientifically  prepared^  the  process 
being  the  same  as  is  employed  iii  the  preparation  of  the  pure  ex 
tracts,  is  pleasant  and  agreeable,  possessing  a  remedial  utihty,  in 
many  diseases,  of  paramount  importance  to  that  of  any  other  prepa- 
ration of  cherry,  and  is  especially  applicable  in  the  cases  above 
recorded.  It  is  subject  to  no  heat  by  which  the  hydrocyanic  aoid 
is  decomposed,  thus  preserving  the  whole  of  the  sedativeproperties 
and  tonic  virtues  of  the  bark  with  a  portion  of  its  tamiic  astringency, 
hield  in  solution  by  pure  sherry  wme. 

Uniting  with  a  tonic  power  the  property  of  quieting  irritation, 
and  diminishing  nervous  excitability,  it  is  adapted  so  cases  where 
the  digestive  powers  are  impaired  with  general  local  irritation, 
Existing  at  the  same  time.  Its  uses  are  indicated  in  all  cases  re- 
quiring the  use  of  a  general  tonic,  particularly  in  cases  of  the  im- 
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pairment  of  the  constitution  by  dyspepsia,  indigestion,  &c.,  in 
dyspepsia  attended  with  neuralgic  symptoms,  and  general  debility 
atten<fing  inflammatoiy  feveiH 

On  acc3unt  of  its  generally  astringent  properties  united  with  its 
sedative  action,  it  has  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  complaints 
incident  to  the  summer  months,  in  diarrhea,  chronic  diarrhea,  and 
in  preventing  the  weakness  and  relaxation  of  the  bowels  which 
proauce  them.  It  may  be  administered  in  doses  of  a  dram  to  half 
a  wine  glass,  three  times  a  day. 


Ferrated  Wine  of  Wild  Cherry. 

Wild  cherry  in  various  forms  has  long  been  a  favorite  remedy 
with  American  practitioners,  as  well  as  in  domestic  use.  It  is  a 
powerful  tonic,  and  stimulant  on  the  digestive  organs,  calmative 
of  nervous  irritability,  and  an  arterial  sedative.  From  this  combined 
action  it  has  been  found  very  useful  in  a  variety  of  diseases,  or  states 
of  disease,  when  it  is  of  importance  to  impart  tonicity,  and  yet  to 
avoid  any  undue  excitement  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels,  as 
during  the  first  stages  of  convalescence  from  inflanamatory  attacks, 
and  in  many  pulmonary  diseases. 

Although  the  reputation  of  wild  cherry  as  a  medicine  has  been 
long  established,  not  until  recently  have  its  merits  been  properly 
appreciated,  and  we  predict  for  it  a  still  higher  place  in  tnerapeu- 
tics  when  its  properties  shall  be  more  thoroughly  investigated,  and 
its  curative  influence  shall  receive  impartial  judgment  It  posses- 
ses one  great  advantage  as  a  tonic  over  other  agents  of  that  class, 
viz :  its  ability  to  impart  tonicity  to  the  system  without  occasion- 
ing undue  excitement  of  the  cirulatory  system. 

Iron  is  acknowledged  to  be  an  haematinic  of  paramount  importance 
to  all  other  blood-restoratives,  and  pre-eminently  tonic.  There  is 
no  article  in  the  materia  medica  which  is  of  more  unquestionable 
efficacy,  possesses  a  wider  adaptation  to  diseases,  and  none  that 
enters  into  so  great  a  number  of  combinations  to  meet  the  demands 
of  complications  in  diseases. 

In  has  long  been  desired  to  unite  these  important  medicinal 
agents,  which  has  been  accomplished  in  this  preparation,  for  cases 
of  anaemia,  as  well  as  for  cases  of  impatrea  health,  with  much 
nervous  irritabiUty,  when  cinchonas  are  inadmissible,  and  iron  alone 
can  not  be  tolerated,  however  much  the  system  may  need  its  in- 
fluence.  It  is  recommended  with  much  confidence  in  cases  of 
atony  which  often  succeeds  inflammatory  diseases,  dyspepsia, 
scrofula,  and  consumption. 

Pose  one  to  two  drams  three  times  daily. 


JOURNAL  OP  KATSIilA  MEBKliL  1T7 

Zinc. 

Zinc,  Acetate  of.— Astringent  Chiefly  used  in  coUyria  aad  in- 
jections. It  is  rarely  used  as  an  internal  remedy ;  thougli  Dr.  Heer 
(Waring),  recommends  it  in  t^hoid  fevers,  conjoined  with  stimu- 
lants, tonics,  or  anti-spasmodics,  as' the  case  may  require. 

When  astringents  are  required  to  restore  the  mucous  secretions  to 
their  normal  state,  especially  in  gonorrhea  and  ophthalmia,  the 
acetate  of  zinc  plays  an  important  part  One  or  two  grains,  dissolv- 
ed in  an  ounce  of  rose-water,  or  an  ounce  of  mucilage  of  sassafras 
made  with  rose-water,  constitutes  a  very  good  collyrium.  Dose,  as 
a  tonic  and  anti-spasmodic,  one  to  two  grains ;  as  an  emetic,  ten  to 
twenty  grains. 

Zinc,  Chloride  of.— Used  chiefly  as  an  escharotic  in  cancerous 
aflfections,  and  to  ulcers  of  an  anomalous  character ;  it  appears  not 
only  to  destroy  the  diseased  structure,  but  to  excite  a  new  action  to 
the  surrounding  parts. 

Dr.  Stanelli,  {Annali  UniverscUi  de  Medidna)^  used  the  chloride 
with  uniform  success  in  more  than  fifty  cases  oi  tooth-ache,  and  in 
no  one  case  did  he  notice  that  it  had  any  progressive  influence  on 
caries.  His  mode  of  apphcation  was  to  apply  a  small  quantity  to 
the  cavity  of  the  painful  tooth,  with  a  small  hair  pencil,  taking  the 
precaution  careftilly  to  surround  with  cotton  wadding,  and  when  the 
chloride  has  been  applied  to  well  fill  the  cavity  with  the  same  cot- 
ton.   The  mouth  should  finally  be  washed  with  a  little  warm  water. 

A  lotion  of  a  very  weak  solution  has  been  foimd  useful  in  flabby 
scrofulous  ulcerations,  while  two  grains  to  the  fluid  ounce  of  distiu- 
ed  water  has  been  employed  with  good  success  in  atonic  xdcerations 
of  the  feet,  in  syphilitic  ulcers,  and  in  pityriasis,  &c. 

Zinc,  Iodide  of.— Tonic,  astringent,  and  anti  spasmodic.  It  has 
been  exhibited  with  favorable  results  in  spasmodic  manifestations 
occurring  in  persons  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis.  Dr.  Venables  (War- 
ingY  advises  it,  in  one  grain  doses,  repeated  three  times  a  day,  grad- 
ually increased,  in  chronic  diseases  of  the  liver,  especially  in  per- 
sons of  weak,  irritable  habits.  He  deems  it  less  imtative  than  the 
iodide  of  iron,  or  other  metals.  It  has  also  been  used  with  much 
success  in  chorea,  scrofula,  cachexia,  and  some  forms  of  hysteria. 
Dose,  one  grain. 

ZinC|  Lactate  of.— Its  action  is  that  of  a  digestive-and  anti-spas- 
'  modic^  It  also  possesses  anti-lithic  properties.  It  may  be  used 
with  advantage  in  dyspepsia,  and  in  some  conditions  it  appears  to 
be  the  very  remedy  needed  to  improve  the  tone  and  power  of  the 
rtomach.  Dr.  Herpin  introduced  this  preparation  as  a  remedy  in 
epilepsy   His  mode  of  treatment  was  to  b^in  with  two  grains  daily, 
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and  gradually  to  increase  to  ten ;  contitraing  ite  use  &oni  five  to 
twelve  niontlis. 

ZinD,  Phosphate  of. -^It  may  be  adminirtered  in  almost  ev^y. 
case:  of  debility,  supervening  any  disease  unattended  with  inflani'- 
matioii.      It  is  pi'onounced  superior  to  other  salts   of  the   same- 
jnetal  in  the  treatment  of  nervous  diseases ;    and   Dr.    Barnes,  of 
LoBtiJon,  (U.  S.  D.)  "  has  found  it  peculiarljr  useful  in  the  insanity^ 
•occurring  in  the  convalescence  from  fevers,  in  which  he  associated  it 
with  qxiinia,  and  in  epilepsy,   attended  with  disorder  of  the  ute- 
rine functioas."     Ho  also  uses  it,  preferably  to  the  sulpliate  of  zindf 
in   the  sweats  of  phthisis.     Dose,  one  to  three  graina 

Zinc,  Tajinate  of.— Highly  useful  in  affections  of  the  eyes, 
accompanied  with  muco-pumlent  secretians.  Thirty  grains^  in  sia? 
fluid  ounces  of  water  and  one-half  fluid  ounce  of  mucilage^  is  tb« 
flolrent  employed  as  a  wash. 

Ziiic,  Valerianate  of.-— Neuix)tioffi>nic  ai^  anti-spasBMsdia^ 
Thk'Salt  is  beneficial  in  ancmialoTi^  nervous  alfectioEis,:  ailttoded' 
-with  palpitation  of  the  heart,  eonstriotibciof  the  throaty  inn^rvoue^ 
affo^tioBd  which  accompany  ehlorosiSr  nervous  lieadaohe,  <^orei^, 
-&C'  Oases  of  epilepsy  are  recorded  itt  which  cures  were  effeded  hjt 
thiftf^'epaA'ation  oi  zimi  In oemhimiikm^  with  a  small  portaimof 
the  extmet  of  ie^Zcu&nTuiy  itha^cutiedl  fiMingultusi  and  thattoo  ilftavi 
•^  &iixu^  of  the  o!rdinary  ren^ediea 

Gi'^oti  iii  quantities  of  thiiee  quarters  of  a  grain,  two  €r  tilted 
tim<te  a  dav,  it  has  been  known  to  effect  cures  of  idi&patl^! 
&cial  neuralgia,  which  had  for  years  obstinately  resisted  ev^rr 
•other  known  treatment,  botii  loeal  ^id  ge»erfdi  Dunglison  sa^a : ''  m 
las  bpen  chiefly  prescribed  in  facial  neuralgia  and  henucrania^ 
whi^h  have  resisted  the  ordinary  anti-spasmodics  and  anti-periodicss^ 
and'M,  Devay,  in  such  cases,  has  found  it  eminently  successfid.'* 

T%ift  preparation,  of  zinc  is  useful  in  the  conrulsive  afffectiQais  t)f 
youiig  cnildren,  and  in  nervous  aftectiojis  generally. 

Db^  one  half  to  threie  grains  two  at  three  times  a  ddy. 

Arseniated  Bromide  of  PotasBitutL 

The  therapeutics  of  this  preparation  have  received doiisi^evabiB^.^ 
attention  ana  laudation.    Dr.  Chas.  A.  Lee  says :   "I  am  satisfieil 
it  te'^  ittost  valuiaMfe  pa^paratiite.^*    Dtt  Ii.  ElMferg,  t)f  IWn*-  "SR^Sg 
iniit^iimium6atibn  to  the  Jafeffic«*««rf'/!%r^d^i8^.^ 
phfi^  {jSepi  24,  l^Efel^j-speke^f'it-aft  pcuwwtfttg  ''mUt^^eatdmim^ 
orfS^g^iTew^ptoj^ttrti^''    K  a  SJWell,  »i  B:,  in  ^8^iA^'<jmx1^' 
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piwl|iiri's  Iiffi^f  skti^'a^**WttK  thi^  rapidity,  and'  derti,^^^  otitf ' 
exceflfet  tonic  effecte;'*  remarking, 

**  It  presents  to  tlie  profession  a  remedy  concentrated*  and  palata 
bl^,  objects  not  to  be.  disregopded,  when  contending,  as  We  fi^ 
qulfetiy  have  to-  do,  in  the  pectdiar  class  of  cases  to  which  T 
Mkbia  itself,  with  stomachs  easily  revolted  by  the  grosser  aipx 
bidtKier  medicines."  Dr.  S.  has  used  it  in  chronic  intenadttoiite^' 
an^  this  class  of  diseases,  and  says,  "it  haa  suxxjeeded  adminibi3r{^ 
lelfwing  them  more  speedily  atsd  certainly-  than  barks,  ferrugiftV  . 
OTiS;  tonics,  arsenic  or  strychnia."  He  recommends  it  in  seCoil(firjr' 
By^Mis,  occurring  in  persons  of  a  scrofulous  nature;  advises. ii  10  * 
coflibination  with  stitlingia^  in  chlorosis ;  with  sanguinwna^  lA 
"long-standing  cases  of  neuralgia ;"  and  with  crgto^  in  climaoteti^ 
m^orrhagia.     More  authority  could  be  adduced. 

Ddsfe,  8  to  4  drops,  in  a  wine  glasi'  of  water,  twice  daily. 
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Table  Exhibiting  the  Number  o£  Drops  of  Different 
Liquids  Equivalent  to  a  Fluid  Dram. 

Liquid  medicines,  in  8m)llIT'<)ttunt!t!^  ati^  fl%^uen1!^^tiinated  by  d/rapi^ 
which  are  often  incorrectly  considered  equivalent  to  a  minim,  or  the  sixtieth 
part  of  a  fluid  dram.  The  drop  of  water  and  of  watery  fluids  is,  on  an  aver- 
age.about  that  size ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  the  case  with  all  liqilddB.  firici' 
in  ue  same  liquid  the  size  of  the  drop  varies,  according  tp  the  shape  of  tl^e 
Tessel,  ffik!  of  its  mvotfa^  from  which  it  1#  dropped.  The  Mowing  taU^  ibd 
compiled  by  Mr.  E.  Durand,  of  Philadelphia. 

Ai^ adi^Q (crfstftlMt^le) 120  Tih«ttire i^  ed^m^  t6±iliii^^^^ 

Acidk  hydtopyanie  (iB0d&!in8]). 45^  .|^M^  aM  oM^fb. , 

Acif^.oiilvi4Be.. 54  Tifitd^tt^^l:tf'dil<$i4(tt%^hf6n: . . . 

Add,  nitrio . , . . 84  Yin^jto,  tifcttflU^. W^ 

Aeid,  nitric,  diluted,  (1  to  7) 61  Vinegar  of  colcbicum 98 

A^d,  sulphuric »*  Via«ptdP  opium  (black  drop)..*  7$ 

Aoid,  sAl^lunis  4ar6matic) 120  Vinegar  of  squill... 73 

AiSd.8ulpKiblric,4lliite4fftot) 51  Water,  distiUBd...,.,,,., 45 

AIocAol  (rectified  spirit) 138  Water  of  ammoniaTltS^ayi.': ....  64 

Akohol,  difbted  (gim  spint).-. 120  Water  Of  apjTom^W.. .. . ..  4( 

Araenite  of ^otassa;  solution  of ..m  57  Wine  (T^eimFT. t$ 


Cailoroform^ 260  to  300  Wine,antim6ilffl%'. , 72 

Xtlier.  sulplirio ....160  Wine  of  oolofiK^:. ;.........'.  1$ 

Oil  of  anlsMi,  dnnamoiL  doyes,  pepper-  Wine  of  opium 1$ 

aiint^  swift  akvnk^  ACPdliTes 120 


m 


BOntMUBKT  TO  fBX 


Table  of  the  Proportion,  by  Meaanre^  of  Alooliol, 
HEtp.  Gr.  0«826)   Contained  in  100  Parts  of  Different 
•'    Wines  and  Malt  Liqiiors.— By  Brande. 


UflSA  (ftyerage) 25.41 

Baiiin  (aver.) 25.12 

port  (aver.)  22.18 

Karsak  (aver) 29.09 

Ha4eir»  (aver.) 22.27 

Sheny.  (aver.) 19.17 

Tewriffe  (aver.) 19.79 

Calare^ 19.75 

Ladu7ma  Christi 19.70 

White  Oonstantia ^:,  19.75 

Bed  Constantia .' . .  18.92 

Lisbon 18.94 

Malaga  (1666) 18.94 

Bucellas 18.49 

Red  Madeira  (aver.) 20.35 

Cape  Muscat 18.25 

Oape  Madeira  (aver.) 20.51 

Grape  Wine 18.11 

Calcavella  (aver.) 18.65 

Vidonia 19.25 

Alba  i^ora.'. 17.26 

Malaga.; 17.26 

White  Hermitage 17.43 

Bouidllon  (aver.) 18.13 

Claret  (aver.) 15.10 

Malmsey  Madeira 16.40 

Lunel 15.52 

Shiraz 16.52 


Syracuse 15.28 

Santeme. 14M 

Burgundy  (aver.) 14.57 

Hock  (aver.) .18.68 

Hock,  old  in  ca^ 1 .  8.88 

Nice 14.66 

Barsac 18.88 

Tent 18.80 

Champagne,  white 18.80 

Champagne,  red 11.98 

Red  Hermitage 12.82 

Vin  de  grave  (aver) 12.87 

Frontignac 12.79 

C6te  Rotie 12.82 

Gooseberry  wine 11.84 

Currant  wine 20.55 

Tokay 9.88 

Elder  wine 9.87 

Orange  wine  (aver.) 11.26 

Cider  (highest  aver.) 9.87 

Cider  lowest  aver.) 5.21 

Perry  (aver) 7.26 

Mead 7.82 

Burton  ale 8.88 

Brown  stout 6.8|0 

London  porter 4.20 

London  small  beer 1.28 


Table  Exhibiting  the  Composition  of  the  Principal  Natu- 
ral Mineral  Waters  of  Europe  and  the  United  States*^ 

L  Cabbokatsd  Waters,  or  such  as  contain  an  excess  of  carbonic  acid 
which  gives  them  a  sparkling  appearance  and.  the  power  of  reddening  litmus 
paper.  These  waters  frequently  contain  the  carbonate  of  iron,  lime  and  mag- 
nesia, which  are  held  in  solution  by  the  excess  of  carbonic  acid  and  which  are 
deposited  when  the  water  is  boiled,  or  exposed  for  some  time  to  the  air. 

Seltzer. — ( Germany.) 

In  a  wine  pint 

Carbonic  Add, «...  .cubic  inches  17 

Bond  'o6ntente. 

'  Carbonate  of  Soda, .grains  4 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, "  6 

tiArbonate  of  Lime, "  8 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  17 

Total, ..89 

[Bi 
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Ptrkont. — {Germanf,)  .r  ■) 

TMaperatare  05*  F.  la  ft  wtiie  ptek 

OarboniclAcid, cubic  inches    26 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia. • grains  10.0 

Oarbonate  of  Lime, "  4.5 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, ,...     **  5.5 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  8.6 

Chloride  of  Sodium, . "  1.5 

Oxideof  Iron, "  0.6 

Total, 80.6 

[BBRGKAini.  , 

Spa. — (Belgium,} 

Vemperatare  60  *  F.  In  ft  wIb«  pink 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches    18 

8«Ud  eoBftenlt. 

Carbonate  of  Soda, grains  1.6 

Oarbonate  of  Magnesia, **  4.5 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  l.ft 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  0.2 

Oaride  of  Iron, "  0. 6 

Total, •  • .  8.9 

[BssoKAHir. 
Mont  d'Or. — (Franee.) 

f  Four  springs,  the  temperature  of  which,  respectivelj,  is  107°,  109^.118'*, 

and  52"*  F. 

Madeleine  Spring, 

In  a  PftriiUa  plat. 

Carbonic  Acid, grains    4.64 

Carbonate  of  Soda, "        6.75 

Sulphate  of  Soda, **        2.04 

Muriate  of  Soda, "        6.18 

Alumina, "        2.21 

Oarbonate  of  Lime, '*        4.14 

Oarbonate  of  Magnesia, ^*        1.86 

Oxidejof  Iron, **        0.40 

Total, 26.72 

Tight. — {France,) 

Tho  temperature  of  the  different  springs,  varies  from  72**  to  114''  F.  They 
sD  oontain  carbonic  acid,  carbonates  of  lime,  magnesia,  and  soda,  sulphate  of 
soda,  andf  muriate  of  soda. 

LxBANON  Springs. — {New  Tarh) 

OaMt.  Temperature,  TS*  F.  In  as^Hon. 

Oxygen, cubic  inches    2.00 

Nitrogen, "        "         8.50 

Carbonic  Acid, "        *^        0.50 

Sulphvdric  Acid, traces.  — • 

6.00 


Solid  contents. 

Sulpliuret  of  Sodium, grains  0.02 

Cvbonate  of  Soda, **  141 

Sulphate  of  Potash, "  1,04 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  0.96 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  **  4.05 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, **  1.06 

Alumina, **  0.45 

Oxide  of  Iron, "  0,94 

Silicic  Acid, »'  3.25 

rir^  f!nm    IGWrine, **  0.^5 

16.40 
[Pbof.  H.  Dussauob. 

SwEBT  Springs.— (  Virginia,) 

Tempentnre  78*  W.  .  ]#,ft^|uurk 

Carbonic  Acid. 
*  Sulplh#te  of  Magnesia,   ^ 

i^:l!S^     g«»iu.  11.1015 

,  Sulnhate  of  him^         J 
fiaifPpnate  of  Magnesia, ) 

Carbonate  oif  Liine^        > grains    18  to  24 

Silicious  Barth,  ) 

iqonf, ..» grains      ito   1 


IL  SfULPHmuEVTED.  Watebs,  or  such  as  oontain  sulpbuTBlted  hydrogen,  and 
•re  difituiguished.by  their  pieculiar  fcdtid  small,  aaS  by  tiiefr  yleldiibg  brown 
predl^iUites  with  the  salts  of  lead  and  nlvor. 

Aix-i.a-Chapbllb. — (Gsrm^Miy.y 

Tem|)eratQre,  110*  to  148*  1.  ^^k  ffilf»  pint 

;Sj9lphuxetted  Hydrogen,  ....'. -f^c.  ii^hes   ^5 

Sottd  eontenttk 

Carbonate  of^Soda, grains    12 

Carbonate  of  Lime, S "  4.75 

Chloride  of  Sodium, **  6 

Total, %1M 

{Bkbgmahh. 
Harbqwoatb,  Old  W^ll. — CEmI^ii/I^) 

GMeoQi  eontenti.  •    In  ft  wine  gftBoa. 

Bplphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches  14 

&rbonicAcid, "        "  4^6 

\Jgtroge9, "        "  8 

'Carburetted  Hydrogen, "        "  4..16 

Total, 80.40 


JCTTRNAT.  OF'MATtlRIA   MEDICA.  '48S 


Solid  contents. 


Chloride  of  Sodium, , gr^nn  752 

Chloride  of  Calcium, : . .     "  65. 75 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, '*  29.2 

Bicsarborwite  of  Soda, '. .     "  12.8 


Total, 859.75 

White  Sulphur. — {Virginia.) 

Temperature,  62°  F. 
'ChtMoas  ooalents.  •        Tn  a  irlrie  gallon. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches  215 

•Oarbonic  Acid, **        *'  3 

Oxygen **        *»  1.448 

Nitrogen. .• "        '*  3.552 

•Total,., 9.6 

8ofld  contents.  In  a  pltil 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, grains  .  5.588 

-^Iphate  of  Lime, •  **  7.744 

<?itffbonate  of  lame, **  1.160 

'Chloride  of  Gitlcium, *»  0.204 

Chloride  of  Sodium, **  0.180 

Oxide  of  Iron, a  trace. 

Loss, , **  0.410 


Total, 16*876 

[Prof.  W.  B.  J^o<2kh8. 
Red  Sulphur.  — ( Virginia,) 

Tempin*atnre,  64*  F.  » 

Q«seoii8  eoBtents.  In  an  iniperl^  gallon. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  iilehes    4i54 

Carbonic  Acid, •»        "         8.Y5 

Nitrogen, **        "       *4j25 

Solid  contents.  In  82  cubic  lDche«9 

Sulphate  of  Sdda, 

^Sulphate  of  Lime, 

Sulphate  of  Map^oesia,  \  ^. . .  grftioa    1.25 

Carbottate  of  Lime, 

Muriate  of  Soda, 

[Prop.  W.  B.  Rogkrs. 

Salt  Sulphur. ~(  Virginia,) 
Teukpenrtiire,'iO!*  M  56'  F. 
Qaseous  contents.  In  100  cubic  inches.. 

Sqlphurelled  Hydrogen, ^  cubic  inches  1.10  to  1.50 

Nitrogen, "        "  2.0ft 

Oxygen, "        «»  0.27 

Carbonic  Acid, "        "  5;76 

Solid  contents. 

Sulphate  of  Lime, grains  36.1^6 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, *'    '  7883 

Sulphate  of  Soda, grains  9.682 

Carbonate  of  Lime, *'  4.445 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, **  1.434 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, "  0. 116 

Chloride  of  Sodium, **  0.683 

Chloride  of  Calcium, "  0.026 


184  supruuuESNT  to  thk 

Peroxidt  of  Iron,  from  Protosulphate, ... ; ^        0.049 

An  azotized  organic  matter,  blended )  *<        4 

Irith  sulphur,  about,  )  

Sartby  Phosphates,- a  trace. 

Iodine, " 

[Prop.  W.  B.  Roobrs. 

Wakm  Spkimgs. — (  Virginia.) 

Temperalare,  98*  F. 
Qase^QB  conteats.  in  a  gallOB. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches    0.26 

Nitrogen, **        "         8.26 

Carbonic  Acid. "        "         1.00 

fl»lid  contenUi. 

Muriate  oi-Lime, grains    8.968 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, **        9.984 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "        4.288 

ISulpbate  of" Lime, "        6.466 

duda, « a  trace. 


Total, 28.706 

[Prof.  W.  6.  Rooebs. 

Blcb  Sulphur. — (  Virginia,) 

Solid  contents.— 4^'i^o*^'>^^  °o^  given.) 

Sulphate  of  Lime»  Chloride  of  Calcium, 

Sulphate  of  Magnenm,  Hydrosulphate  of  Soda 
Sulphate  of  Soda,  and  Magnesia, 

Carbonate  of  Lime,  Protosulphate  of  Iron, 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia,  Iodine, 

Chloride  of  Magnesium,  Sulphur, 

Chloride  of  Sodium,  Organic  Matters. 

Oaveoai  oontente.~< Amount  not  given.) 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen,  Oxygen, 

Carbonic  Acid,  Nitrogen. 

[Prop.  W.  B.  Rogers. 

Sharon  Sfiungs. — {New  Fork.) 
WhiU  Sulphur. 

Temperature,  48*  P.  In  a  wine  gallon. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen cubic  inches  20.5 

6oUd  contents. 

Bicarbonate  of  Magnesia, grains  24.0 

Sn'phate  of  Magnesia, "  84.0 

Sulphate  of  Lime, **  86.4 

Hydrraulphate  of  Magnesia  and  Lime, **  8.0 

Chloride  of  Sodium  and  Magnesium, '*  2.7 

Total, 149.1 

Magnesia  Spring, 

Temperature,  48*  F.  In  a  wine  gftUon. 

Stiiphuretted  Hydrogen, cubic  inches    3.3 


JO0BKAI>  OF  IftAflSRU  MXDICA.  it6 

Solid  MDtenti. 

Bicarbonate  of  Magnesia, grains  80.5 

Sulphate  of    Magnesia,  "  22.7 

Sulphate  Lime, **  76.0 

Hydrosulphate  of  Magnesia  and  Lime, **  0.5 

Chloride  of  Sodium  and  Magnesium, ^*  8.0  ^ 


Total, 182.7 

lU  Ghalybeatb  Waters  are  characterized  by  their  inky  taste,  and  by  strik- 
ing a  blue-black  color  with  an  infusion  of  galls,  and  a  blue  color  with  ferro- 
ermuret  of  potassium.  The  iron  is  generally  in  the  state  of  carbonate  of 
tae  protoxide,  held  in  solution  in  the  water  by  excess  of  carbonic  aet4.  By 
standing,  or  boiling,  the  carbonic  acid  is  driven  off,  and  the  protoxide,  by 
absorbing  oxygen,  is  precipitated  as  a  hydrated  sesquioxide,  of  an  ochreouB 
color. 

TuMBRiDOB  Wklls. — (Finland,) 

Sottd  eonteata.  la  a  wine  g  anon. 

(}hl6ride  of  Sodium, grains  2.46 

Chloride  of  Calcium, "  0.39. 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, '^  0.29 

Sulphate  of  Lime, **  1.41 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  0.27 

Oxide  of  Iron, "  2.22 

Manganese,  Silica,  &c., ^^  0.44 

Loss, "  0.13 

Total, 7.61 

[SCUDAMORB. 

Briootok. — (EngUmd,)  * 

lA  a  wine  piqt 

Carbonic  add^ cubic  inches    2»5    \ 

Solid  contents. 

Sulphate  of  Iron, grains  1.80 

Sulphate  of  Lime, **  4.0 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  1.68 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, **  0.76 

Silica, "  0.14 

Loss, **  0.19 


Total, 8.5 

[Marcbt. 

OnELTBNHAif. — (England, ) 
Chalybeate  Spring. 

In  a  wine  pint. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches  2.06 

Solid  eontents. 

Carbonate  of  Soda,    grains  0.6 

Sulphate  of  Soda, *'  22.7 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, '^  .6 

Sulphate  of  Lime, *'  2.6 

Chloride  of  Sodium, '*  4L8 

Oxide  of  Iron, "  0.8 


Total, 73.8 

PSgANOB  &  PARKBS. 


166  6ij»L©»i!NT  !ro  "vtm 

BBDTOixD.—{Pennsyhania,) 
AndersofCi  Spring. 

Ve«pentiife,  flS*  F. 

In  ft  wiM  gaDon. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches  74 

Sulphate  o(f  Magnesia, grains  80 

Sulphate  of  Lkne, ^  14.S 

.     Ohloride  of  Sodium, "  10 

OWtoride  of  Caleium, "  8 

(Sarhopate  of  iMaae, "  8 

Carbonate  of  Iron, **  5 


Total, ,120.5 

Scboolet'b  Mountain.' — {Jf^  Jv^mf-) 

Solid  eontcnto.  Temperature,  w  W.  Iq  ft,  |f^  plat. 

Muriate  of  Soda, grains  <!,& 

Muriate  of  Limo, ••  14^ 

.Murii^te  of  Magnesia, "  0.{9D 

Carlwnate  of  Lime, *•  T.tfP 

Sulphate  of  Lime, **  0.<f6 

CarbonateoC  Ifagnesia, *'  0*40 

aUca, "  0.80 

Carbonate  of  Iron, "  2.00 

ftitraoliye, "  0.92 

Loss *•  0.41 


Bai«stoii  Spa.— r(i^  York*) 


i^e^o 


Sans  Souci 

SoDd  eonteale.  T«mp«rftliir«,^fiO*  F.  InMrtM^nHM- 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  14am8 

Bicorbonate  of  Soda, '*  12.66 

Bfearbonate  of  Magnesia, "  39.10 

Olrbonate  of  Lime, ''  48.407 

Carbonate  of  Iron, **  5.95 

Iodide  of  Sodiam, "  1.80 

Silica, "  1 

Total, 247.15 

^SrsBL. 
lY.  Saline  Watbbs  comprise  those  which  contain  a  sufficient  amount  of 
neutral  salts  to  g^e  them  a  marked^  and  genexally  a  purgative  operation. 
The  salts  most  usually  present  are  the  sulphates  and  carbonates  of  lim^ 
ma^esia,  and  soda,  and  the  chlorides  of  calcium,  sodium,  and  magneaom. 
lodme  and  bromine  have  been  found  in  a  few  saline  sprmgs ;  and  some  of 
them  contain  carbonic  acid  and  iron,  whioh  might  entitle  them  to  bedas- 
sifled,  respectively,  with  the  carbonated  or  chalybeate  waters. 

Plohbiekes. — (France,) 

*  Solid  contents.  Tcmpcrfttnre,  90*  to  144*  F.  In  ft  pint 

Carbonate  of  Soda, grains    2.16 


Sulphate  of  Soda, l ...... : "  2.83 

Chloride  of  Sodium, , "  1.25 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "  0.j50 

silica, "  1.88 

Animal  matter, .    "  1.50 

Total, .9.0r 

Carlsbad. — (Bohemia,) 

Temperfttnre,  166*  F. 
Solid  oontenta.  .Inawinfoj^ 

Carbonate  of  Lime, grains    4.1o 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "      41.61 

Chloride  of  Sodium, *»        6.88 

Carbonate  of  Soda, **      11.76 

Lithia,  (Berzelius), a  trace. 

[BicRGVAinir. 

8eidlitz. — (Bohemia:) 
fk>Ud  eontentfl.  In  ft  wine  pfill;. 

Sulphate  of  Afognesia, grains  180 

Sulphate  of  Lime, **  6 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, ^*  2.5 

Carbonate  of  Lime, ,     "  0.8 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, *^  46 

[Berohakx. 
Chelsoskjiax.  — (I?ngland,) 
Sahne  Spring, 
Jojld  contente.  to^^ipJMjllfrl 

Sulphate  of  Soda, .gT^^ms    15 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, **        11 

Sidi>hate  of  lime, "  4.6 

Chloride  of  Sodium, '*        60 

Total,..: 80.6 

[Parkes  &  Braiide. 
Bath. — (England,) 

arcmq^f«tar«,  100*  to  IWt*  J, 

In  a  wineplnl 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches  1.2 

9otfd  contents. 

Cwrbonate  of  Lime, grains  O.B 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "  1.4 

-Sulphate  of  Lime, **  9.8 

Chloride  of  Sodium, "  8.4 

Siliwfc, "  %% 

Oxiae  of  Iron, a  trace. 

TdWL 16.1 

Hot  Springs. — ( Virffinia.) 

Temperature^  08^  to  100*  F. 
Solid  cppteptii  <tli«  qiia^tity  310%  g^T^ 9.) 

Carbonate  of  Lime,  Sulphate  of  Lime, 

Carbonia.te  of  Magnesia,  Sulphatid  of  Soda, 

Carbonate  of  Iron,  Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 

Free  Nitrogen. 

Prof.  W.  B.  RooERi. 


IM  suPFLBiiaDrr'  to  thb 

Saratoga.— (ifait  Tcrk ) 
Chnffrm  Spring, 

ChMweoBtaaliL  la  ft  wtne  galtoiL 

Ctrbonic  Acid, cabic  inehoB    811 

Atmospheric  Air, "        "  7 

m 

Total, 81$ 

Solid  eontettto. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  885 

lo^de  of  Sodium, **  8.5 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda, "  8.98f 

Bicarbonate  of  Magnesia, '*        95.788 

Carbonate  of  Lime,  **        98.098 

Carbonate  of  Iron, **  5.075 

Silica. "  1.6 

Bromide  of  Potassium, a  trace. 


Total, 697.948 

[Smk 

Sajutooa. — (Iodine  Spring,) 

QMeoof  eontentfl.  la  ft  wine  gallOB. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches  886 

Atmospheric  Air, "        **         4 


Total, 840 

Solid  contentB. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  187 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, "        75 

Carbonate  of  Lime, "        S6 

Carbonate  of  Soda, "         2 

Carbonate  of  Iron, • •*  1 

Iodine "  8.5 


Total, 294.5 

[Prof.  Siocon. 
Saratoga. — {Pavilion  Spring,) 

CbMeotui  contents.  In  a  wine  gftlloa. 

Carbonic  Acid, cubic  inches  359.05 

Atmobpheric  Air, **         "  5.08 

Total, 364.08 

Solid  ooatentB. 

Chloride  cf  Sodium, grains  187.68 

Carbonate  of  Soda, **  4.951 

Carbonate  of  Lime, **  52.84 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, "  56.92 

Carbonate  of  Iron, "  8.51 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "  1.48 

Iodide  of  Sodium, "  2.69 

Alumina, "  0.42 

Silica, "  1.16 

Phosphate  of  Lime, "  0.19 

Bromide  of  Potassium, a  trace. 

•  •     •  ■  t''. 

Total, 811.71 

[Dr.  J.  R  CHaaOii 


JOJTKSJLL  or  MATMSaA  VXMCA.  If^ 


CRntaiic  Add, eubic  inches  814.16 

Atmospheric  Air, **        *^         4.6S 

totd, .818.78 

StISd  MBtenli. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, grains  248.620 

Gsrbonate  of  Magnesia, ''  84.266 

Gsrbonate  of  Lime, "  41.600 

Carbonate  of  Soda, "  12.800 

Carbonate  of  Iron, ^^  6.462 

Iodide  of  Sodium,  or  Iodine, ''  8.600 

Silica  and  Alumina, **  1.670 

Bromide  of  Potassium, a  trace. 

Total, 892.907 

[Dr.  J.  R.  Chiltov. 

Sea  Water. — (English  Channel.) 

In  1000  gnitafl. 

Water, grains  964.744 

Chloride  of  Sodium, **        27.069 

Chloride  of  Potassium, "  0.766 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, grains    8.667 

Bromide  of  Magnesium, *^        0.029 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, *'        2*295 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "        1.407 

Carbonate  of  Lime, •*        0.083 

Total, 1000.000 

[SCBWIFITZER. 

y.  Acidulous  Waters.  This  division  of  Mineral  Waters  is  intended  to 
comprise  such  as  contain  h,free  acid,  other  than  carbonic  acid.  They^aro^ 
ComparatiTely,  of  rare  occurrence.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  Sulphwric 
JMi  JSpringij  lately  brought  into  notice : 

Oak  Orchard  Sprinos.-— -(^Yeto  Yorh) 

loi  a  gallon. 

Free  Sulphuric  Acid, grains  82.96 

Sulphate  of  Lime, "  89.60 

Protosulphate  of  Iron, "  14.82 

Sulphate  of  Alumina, *. ..  **  9.68 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, *'  8.28 

fiiUca, "  1.04 

Organic  Extractive  Matters, **  8.28 

Total, 160.62 

[Dr.  J.  R.  CniLTON. 
Tbe  Alum  Spring  of  Virginia  is  also  stated  to  contain  free  sulphuric  add.  ^ 

VI;  Siuesous  Watibs.    These  Mineral  Waters  are  extremely  rare,  and  in 
IMMiio  disoorered,  the  siliea  appears  to  hate  been  dissolved  by  meaiMi 


1%  f  w§3Him|fm  q(h:WM* 

of  soda.    The  most  remarkable  ol  tbese^iiiie  the  boUmg  springs  of  Geyser,  in 
loeUpidi  of  which  the  following  is  the  analysis,  as  given  by  Btaoki 

{Edin,  Phil   'Praks,  iii.  tRy 

SoUd  eontenU.  Iiiltl^tfSlft;       • 

Soda, grains  6.66 

Alomina, "      2.80 

Silica, "    ai.60 

Mtiriate  of  Soda, "    14.42- 

Sulphate  of  Soda, "      8.«T 

Total, mm 


I <  m^  •*■  ■  '  ■ 


DIETETIC  PREPARATIONS. 


Decoction  of  Barley  ;  or,  Barley  Water, 

Tak«  of 

Peii-l  Barley, 2  boiic^ 

Bdflittg  Wat^r 2^qtiar«A 

Before  adding  the  boiliiig  crater,  let  the  barley  b^  w^ll'  Wa^h^.  Ttstn  boU 
it  to  one-half^  and  strain  theiiqnor.*  A  little  lemon  jtti^e  and  sagir  may 
be  added  if  desirable.    To  be  taken  ad  libitum  in  inffimmatory  diseases. 

Aice  Water, 
T^eof 

Rioe, 2  ounce, 

Let  it  be  well  washed,  and  add  to  it — 

Water 2  cpttttte. 

Bo91l  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  then  add  ^tigar  and  ntitm^  as  mttdi  'tJi'Mijf*' 

MMK^tiir^    To  be  taken  &d  UbitiMi, 

Bioe,  when  boiled  for  a  considerable  time,  asstti]ties  a  jgcSitinOus  fdrm;  ihtl;" 
mixed  with  milk,  is  a  very  excellent  diet  for  children.    It  possesses  in  some 
measure  a  constipating  "property  which  may  be  increased  by  boiling  the  milk* 

IiifUsion  of  Fldxieed, 

8.    Lini,  l2v 

Radiots  Glycyrrhizso  contus®,  §  as. 
Aqu»  buUientis,  Oij. 
Macerate  for  two  or  three  hours  near  the  fire,  in  a  covered  vessel;  aiflik^  tad 
add  lemon  juice  sufficient  to  make  it  agreeabte. 
It  may  be  given  as  a  common  drink  in  catarrh. 

Deeoctum  of  Bran, 
Ttekeof 

Fresh  Wheat  Bran 1  ^int| 

WtMt -. SqiUbttc 

Boil  down  one-third,  strain  off  the  liquor,  and  add  sugar,  honey,  or  molaasei^ 
nling,to  the  taste  of ^  the  pfii^t  , 

'leH  may-be  m^e  l^  using Iboilu^waier,^^^  w^MtmttH 

i'a^vered  vessel  for  three  or  foutbours. 
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Mucilage  df  Gum  Arahic, 

As  an  article  of  diet,  the  proper  proportions  are  an  ounce  of  Gum  Aiftbio 
to  a  pint  of  boiling  water  The  solution  is  allowed  to  cool  before  it  is  ustid* 
Gum  Arabic  is  very  nutritive,  and  life  can  be  sustained  on  it  alone  for  sOiae 
time. 

Sage  Tea, 
Takwof 

Dried  Leaves  of  Sage half  an  ounce, 

Boiling  Water 1  quart. 

Infose  for  half  an  hour,  and  then  strain.     Sugar  and  lemon-juice   may  bo  ad« 
ded  in  the  proportion  required  by  tbe  patient     In  the  same  manner  may 
be  made  balm  and  other  teas. 
These  infusions  form  very  agreeable  and  useful  drinks  in  fever,  and  their 

dia^cspetic'  powers  may  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  the  sweet  spirit^  of 

nitre  or  antimonial  wine. 

M^fftgion  of  Mafi, 
Take  of 

GroiMtd  Malt 1  pint, 

Sttildin^  Water 8  pints' 

IniiMl^vfov  Itwo  hoots,  atid  strain  off  the  liquor,  to  which  may  added  sugav  or 
Iteen-jfrice^  if  re<|piinied; 

This  was  a  favorite  pUspainltaQD  with  the  late 'Dr.  Jos.  Parrishy  in  inflamHUk 
toi^limerB^ 

Tike  of 

Cot^**Mtlk 1  part, 

Water  , 2  parts. 

Leaf  iSugar  ad  much  as  may  be  agreeable, 
liiftineeesfeary,  whefi  children  are  to  be  raised  by  the  hand,  to  dilute  the 

milk.    These  proportions  may  be  altered,  as  the  child  advances  in  age.    1l!h0 

olMoeit^iS'  to  miakea  diet  as  near  the  qualities  of  the  maternal  milk  as  pobgIm 

ble. 

nice  ChueL 

Take  of 

Ground  Rice 1  ounce, 

CijiBamoB. 1  dram, 

Wartar. 1  qciart 

BoilsiCbv  forty  mi&utes,  addme  the  aromatic  near  the  conduE^on.    Strain  anA 
sweeten.     Wine  may  be  added  if  necessary. 

Fanado, 
Take  of 

W|»eaiBread ' I.  ounce, 

Ginnalkion lldram, 

Watar. 1  pint. 

Boil  tkiSm  until  well  mixed,  then  add  a  little  grated  nutmeg  and  migar* 
Wine  or  butter  may  also  be  addadvif  desirable^- 


• 


lUl^  mrniMaamt  *To  ram 

Cfompatind  Salep  Powd$rt. 

».  W«iS 

Tngaeanth, 

Sago,  of  each  |  W. 
Cochineal,  3  88. 
Prepared  Oyater-shells,  S|. 
To  he  carefully  mixed  and  divided  into  powders  of  3  j  each.    Stir  one  of  these 
powders  into  a  pint  of  milk,  and  boil  them  together  for  ten  or  fifteen  min* 
utes.    To  be  drank  freely  in  dysentery  and  diurhoea. 
These  are  the  dysenteric  powders  of  Dr.  ^Oastanello.     A  somewhat  analo- 
gous preparation  which  bears  the  same  name,  is  prepared  as  follows : — 
9*   Oum  Arabic, 
*  Tragacantb, 
Arrowroot, 
Sago, 

Tapioca,  of  each  3  ij. 
Mix  them  well  together,  and  boil  in  a  pint  of  milk,  flavored  with  nutmeg  or 
cinnamon.     Used  as  a  diet  in  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  &a,  &c 

Jelly  of  Carrageen^  or  Irish  Moss. 
Take  of 

Carrageen half  an  ounce, 

Fresh  Milk a  pint  and  a  hal£ 

Boil  them  down  to  a  pint;  remove  any  sediment  b^  filtering  or  otherw^e, 
and  then  add  the  requisite  quantity  of  sugar,  with  lemon-juce,  or  peaeh 
water,  to  give  it  an  agreeable  flavor.    To  be  used  freely. 
The  moss,  before  being  used,  should  be  well  washed  in  cold  water  to  re- 
move its  saline  taste. 

Boiled  Flour, 
Take  of 

Fine  Flour a  pound. 

Tie  it  up  in  a  linen  doth  as  tight  as  possible,  and  after  frequently  dipping  it 
in  cold  water,  dredge  the  outside  with  flour  till  a  crust  is  formed  round  i^ 
which  will  prevent  the  water  soaking  into  it  while  boiling.  It  is  then 
boiled  until  it  becomes  a  hard,  dry  mass. 

Two  or  three  spoonfuls  of  this  may  be  grated  and  prepared  in  the  same 
manner  as  arrowroot,  for  which  it  forms  an  excellent  substitute. 

Chocolate. 

Chocolate  should  be  suffered  to  stand  until  cold,  after  having  been  made 
in  the  usual  way.  The  oily  parts  thus  collect  on  ihe  surface  and  should 
be  taken  off.     The  liquid  should  then  be  boiled  again,  and  sugar,  &c.  added. 

Beef  Tea. 

Lean  Beef,  cut  into  shreds 1  pound, 

Water 1  quart 

Boil  it  for  twenty  minutes,  taking  off  the  scum  as  it  rises.   After  it  grows  oold, 

strain  the  liquor.  

This  preparation  is  more  nourishing  than  ordinary  broths,  and  very  palata- 
ble. 

\  Hartshorn  JeUy. 
Take  of 

Hartshorn  Shavings 4  oodom^ 
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Water 1  quart 

Boil  over  a  gentle  fire  until  one  pint  of  the  water  be  dissipated.    Strain,  and 
add  lemon-juice,  sugar,  and  wine. 

This  farms,  either  with  or  without  the  la ^t  named  ing-eiien's,  a  vey  nour- 
ishino;  diet  for  convalescents;  and,  when  mixed  with  an  equal  portion  of  milk. 
is  well  adapted  to  the  bowel  complaints  of  chinldren.' 

Isinglass  or  fish  glue  may  be  used  instead  of  the  hartshorn  shavings,  if 
preferred. 

Calf  8  Feet  Jelly, 

Take  two  calves'  feet  and  add  to  them  one  gallon  of  water,  which  reduce  by 
boiling  to  one  quart  Strain  it,  and  when  cold,  skim  the  fat  entirely  off. 
Add  to  this  the  white  of  six  or  eight  eggs  well  beaten,  a  pint  of  wine,  half 
a  pound  of  loaf  sugar  and  the  juioe  of  four  lemons,  and  let  them  t>e  well 
mixed.  Boil  the  whole  for  a  few  minutes,  stirring  constantly,  and  then 
pass  it  through  a  flannel  strainer. 
This  forms  a  very  nutritious  article  of  diet  for  the  siek  and  convalescent 

The  wine  may  be  omitted  or  added  at  option. 

Sutt  Ptisam, 
Take  of 

Sheep's  Suet 2  ounces. 

Milk 1  pint 

Starch half  an  ounce 

Boil  slowly  for  half  an  hour. 
This  may  be  used  as  a  common  drink  in  dysentery. 

Mustard  Whey. 
Q.  Lactis  Yaccinn,  Oj. 

Sinapis  contuse,  |  j. 
Simmer  until  the  caseous  part  separates,  then  strain  and  add — 

Vini  Albi,  f  §  vj. 
Signa, — A  draught  of  this  whey  may  be  taken  every  hour  or  two  in  low  fever 
and  in  debilitated  stomach. 

Wine   Whey, 
9.  Lactis  Yaccinse,  Oss. 

Vini  Albi,  f|i.  velfliij. 
Boil  the  milk,  then   add  the  wine,  and  strain.    Grate  a  little  nutmeg,  and 
sweeten  the  clear  whey  to  the  taste. 

There  are  few  mild  stimulants  more  employed,or  more  useful  than  wine 
whey.  Dr.  Chapman  speaks  of  it  as  possessing  a  kindred  action  with  carbon- 
ate of  ammonia.  The  dose  to  be  regulated  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case ; 
from  four  ounces  to  ten  or  more  during  the  day. 

Rennet  Whey. 
Take  of 

New  Milk , . . .    .1  quart. 

Rennet a  large  spoonful 

Heat  the  milk  and  then  add  the  rennet.     Boil  until  the  curd  separates  and  is 
all  taken  off. 
To  many  persons  this  forms  a  very  agreeable  nutriment 

Vinegar   Whey, 

Take  of 

Milk 1  pint, 

Vinegar half  an  ounce. 

Boil  for  a  few  minutes,  and  separate  the  curd. 
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Tartar    Whey, 

Take  of 

Milk 1  quart) 

Creaai  of  Tartar half  an  otuicit 

BoO  until  the  curd  separates. 


-•-r- 


MEDICAL  TERMS  FREQUENTLT  USED. 


5     Uncia,  vel  uncia?.     An  ounce,  or  ounce?.. 

3  Drachma,  vel  dracbma3  A  drachm,  or  drachms* 
2>  ScrupuluB,  Tel  scruptili.  A  scruple,  or  scrupled. 
0       Oct«rius,  vel  otarii.     A  pint,  or  pints. 

3      Fluidrachma,  vel  drachmae.     A  fluidrachm,  or — drachms, 

I      Fluiduncia,  veluncias.     A  fluidounce,  or — ounces. 
A.     aa.     Ana.     Of  each. 
Abd.     Abdom.     Abdomen.      The  belly. 
Abradatur  capillitium,  or  abradantur  capilli:     Let-  the  hair  of  the  head  be 

shaved  off. 
Abs.  febr.     Absente  febre.     In  the  absence  of  fever. 
Ad  alvum  solvendam,  or  movendam.     To  open  the  bowels. 
Ad  deliquium,  or  ad  syneopen.     To  fainting. 
Ad  dolorem  leniendum.     To  mitigate  pain. 
Ad  2  vie.     Ad  duas  vices.     At  twice  taking. 
Ad  tres  vices.     At  thrice  taking. 
Ad  quartem  vicem.     Up  to  the  fourth  time. 
Ad  gr.  acid.     Ad  gratam  aciditatem.    To  an  agreeable  acidity. 
Ad  banc  formam,  magnitudinem.     To  this  form  or  size. 
Ad  libit     Ad  libitum.     At  pleasure. 
Add.     Adde,  or  Addantur.     Add. 
Addend  us.     To  be  added. 
Addendo.     By  adding. 

Ad  magnit  idinem  nucis  moschatae.     To  the  size  of  a  nutmeg. 
Admov.     Admoveatur  or  Admoveantur.     Apply. 
Ad  saturand.     Ad  saturandum.     Until  saturate 
Ad  somniiin  conciliandum    To  procure  sleep. 
Adst  febr.     Adstante  febre.     When  the  fever  is  on. 
Ad  vomiti  m  concitandum.    To  excite  vomiting. 

— ^    -compescendum.     To  allay  vomiting. 
Aggred.  febr.     Aggrediente  febre.     While  the  fever  is  comng  OBt 
Altern.  hcris.     Alternis  horis.     Every  other  hour. 
Altemis  roctibus.     Every  other  night. 
Aluta.     I  eather. 

Alvo  adst     Alvo  adstrict&.     When  the  belly  is  bound. 
Aq.  bull    Aqua  buUiens.   >    ^.^^      ^^^^ 
Aq.  ferv.     Aqua  fervens.     )  ° 

Aq.  distil.    Aqua  distillata.     Distilled  water. 
Aqua  fluviatilis.     River  water. 
pluviatilis.     Rain  water, 
communis.     Common  water. 
'        font  is  or  fontana.    Spring  water. 
--— —  nivalis.     Snow  water. 
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Aqua  tosti  p-^ins.     Toast  and  water. 

^  -liana,  ad  moiem  avellanse.     To  the  size  oi  a  filbert. 
ti  •  ind.     Bis  indies     Twice  a  day 
B.  m.     Balneum  maris.     A  water-bath. 
Bull.     Bulliat.     ft  should  boil. 
Bulliant     Th«y  should  boil. 

B.  T.     Balneum  vaporis.     A  vapor-batli. 
Calvaria.     The  skull. 

'a^.     Capiat.     Take. 
Cerevisia,     Beer. 

*C.  m.     Cras  mane.     To  morrow  morning. 

Oapill  abrad.     Oapillitium  abradatur.     Let  the  head  be  shaved. 
"Chart     Chartula,  vel  chartulae.     A  small  paper,  or  papers. 
Coch.      Cochlear,  vel  cochlearia.     A  spoonful,  or  spoonfuls 
Co  h.  am  pi.    Cochleare  am  plum,    A  tablespoonfal.    About  f  5  ss. 
C^OJh.  infant.  Cochleare  infantis.  A  ch  11  d^s  spoonful.  Aboatf3ifls. 
Ooch.  magn.     Cochleare  magnum.     A  tablespoonful. 

CJoch.  med.  Cochfeare  mediocre  or  medium.    A  dessert  spoonfuL  About  f  3i> 
<?och.  parv.     Cochleare  parvum,     A  teaspoonfuL     About  f 3j. 
Coerul.     Coeruleus.     Blue. 
Col.     Colatas.     Strained. 
Oolet     Coletur.     It  should  be  strained. 
Colat.     Colaturae.     Of,  or  to  be  strained  liqtaor. 
Colent     Colentur.     They  should  be  strained. 
Colly r.  -  Collyriutn.     An  eye-water. 
Cong.     Congius.     A  gallon. 
Comp.     Compositus.     Compound  or  compoifnded. 
Con.«5.     Conserva.     A  conserve. 

Conterantur  probe.     Let  them  be  w«ll  rubbed  together. 

Cont.  med.     Continuantur  mcdicamenta.    The  medicines  should  bo  continued. 
Contr.     ContrituR.     Ground  to  a  fine  powden 
Contus.     Contusus?.     Bruised,  or  brokea. 
Coq.     Coque.     Boil. 
Coquantur.     They  should  boil. 
Cort.     Cwtex.     A  bark. 
Coxa.     The  hip. 
Coxaeluviura.     The  hip  bath, 
Crast.     Crastinus.     To-morrow. 

C.  m.  s.   Cras.  mane  sumendus.    To  be  taken  to-morrow  morning. 
Cucurbit,  cruent.    Cucurbitulae  cruentae.    This  expression  is  used  when  blood 

is  to  be  drawn  by  scarification  and  cupping. 
Cucurbitulas  affigere.     To  apply  cupping  glasses. 
Cuj.     Cujus,     Of  which. 
Cujusl.     Cujuslibet     Of  any. 
Cyath.  theae.     Cyatho  theae.     In  a  cup  of  tea. 
Cyathus.  Cyathus  vinosus.    A  wine-glass.    Contains  about  ffiss. 
Deaur.  pil.     Let  the  pills  be  gilded. 
Deb.  spiss.     Oebita  spissitudo.     A  proper  consistence. 
Decoc.     Decoctum.     A  decoction. 
Decoct,  hordei.     Barley-water, 
Decub.     Decubitus.     Of  lying  down. 
De  d.  in  d.     De  die  in  diem.     From  day  to  day. 
Dej.  alvi.     Dejectiones  alvi.     Stools. 
Det.     Detur.     It  should  be  given. 
Devoret.     Let  him  swallow. 
Dieb.  alt.     Diebus  alternis.     Every  other  day. 
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Dieb.  tert     Diebus  tertiis.     Every  third  day. 

Digitus.     A  finger. 

Digitus  pedis.     A  toe. 

Diluculo      Early  in  the  morning. 

Dim.     Dimidius.     Oi.e-half. 

Dir.  prop      Dirtctione  propria.     With  a  proper  direction. 

Dividatur  massa.     Let  the  mass  be  divided. 

Donea  alv.  bis  dej.     Donee  alvos  bis  de}iciat     Until  two  stools  hare  beco 
obtained. 

Donee,  aiv.   sol.    fuer.     Donee  alvus  soluta  fuerit     Until  a  stool  has  been 
obtained. 

Donee,  alvos  probe  responderit.     Donee  alvus  sit  soluta.     Donee  alvus  com- 
mode purgetur.     Until  the  bowels  be  well  purged  or  opened. 

Donee  supervenerit  vomitus.    Until  vomitiag  ensue,  or  shall  occur. 

Durante  dolore.     During  the  pain. 

Durante  dy.-pnea.     Whilst  the  difficulty  of  breathing  continues. 

Durante  paroxysmo.     During  the  paroxysm  or  fit. 

Ejusd.     Ejusdcm.     Of  the  same. 

Elect.     Electuarium.     The  electuary. 
^Empl.     Emplastrum.     A  plaster. 

Enem.     Enema.     A  clyster. 

Enemata.     Clysters. 

Ex  quovis  vebiculo  crasso.     In  any  thick  vehicle  or  menstraum. 

Ex  quovis  vehiculo  idoneo.     In  any  proper  vehicle. 

Ext.  sup.  alut     Extende  super  alutam.     Spread  upon  leather. 

Ft.  pil.  xij.     Fac  or  fiat  pilulas  duodecim.     Make  twelve  pills. 

Feb.  dur.     Febre  durante.     During  the  fever. 
Pel.     Bile. 

Fern,  intern.    Femoribus  internis.    On  the  inner  part  of  the  thighs. 

Fermentum.     Yeast. 

Ft.  h.     Fiat  haustus.     Let  a  draught  be  made. 

F.  s.  a.     Fiat  secundum  artem.     Make  according  to  art 

F.  vel  ft     Fac,  vel  fiat,  vel  fiant     Make,  or  let  be  made. 

F.  venses.     Fiat  vensesectio.     Bleed.     Let  a  vein  be  opened. 
Fiat  massa.     Let  a  mass  be  made. 

Fist.  arm.     Fistula  armata.  A  clyster  pipe  and  bladder  fitted  for  use. 

Fl.     Fluidus.     Liquid ;  also  by  measure. 

Fol.     Folia.     Leaves. 

Fonticulus,  vel  fontinella  fiat     Let  an  issue  be  established. 

Fotus.     A  fomentation. 

Garg.     Gargarisma.     A  gargle. 

Gel.  quav.     Gelatin  &  quavis.     In  any  kind  of  jelly. 

Gelatina  ribesiae.     Currant  jelly. 

Gelatina  vituli.     Calves'  foot  jelly. 

Genu.     The  knee. 

G.  g.  g.     Gummi  guttse  gambogiss.     Gamboge. 
Gr.  Granum.     A  grain.     Grana.     Grains. 

Gtt.    Gutta.    A  drop.    GuttaB.    Drops.    Gutt.  quibusd.    Guttis.    quibusdam. 

With  a  few  drops.     Guttat.     Guttatim.     Drop  by  drop. 
Har.  pil.  sum.  iij.     Harum  pilularum  sumantur  tres.     Three  of  these  pills 

should  be  taken. 
Haust     Haustus.     A  draught. 
Hepar.     The  Iwer, 

Hirudines  applicentur,  or  admoveantur.     Let  leeches  be  applied. 
Horis  alternis.     Every  second  hour.     Horis  tertiis.     Every  third  hour.    Hor. 

decub.    Hor&  decubitiis.    At  going  to  bed.     Hor.  som.     Hor4  somnL 
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Boris.    Just  before  going  to  sleep,  or  on  retiring  to  rest    Hor.  nn.  spatio. 

Horao  unius  spatio.  At  the  expiration  of  an  hour  Hor.  interna 
Horis  intermediis.  At  the  intermediate  hours  between  what  has 
been  ordered  at  stated  times. 

Impulvium,     The  shower-bath. 

Tnd.     Indies,     From  day  to  day. 

Inf.     Infunde.     Pour  in. 

Infundibulum.     A  funnel. 

Infus.    InfuRum«     An  infusion. 

Infusum  carnis  bubuli.    Beef-tea. 

Inguen.     The  groin. 

Ih  impetu  effervescntiffi.     In  the  act  of  effervescence. 

Inj.  enem.     Injiciatur  enema.     A  clyster  should  be  given. 

In  lagen4  bene  obturata.     In  a  well-stoppered  flask. 

In  pulm.     In  pulmento.     In  gruel. 

In  pulv.  tere.    Rub  into  a  powder.     In  pulv.  subtilis.  tere,  vel  tritura.    Rub 
to  a  very  fine  powder. 

Insperge,  or  inspergatur  paullulum.     Spread  a  little,  or  let  a  little  be  spread. 

Inter  effervescendum    During  effervescence. 

Inter  terendum.     During  trituration. 

Invadente  paroxysmo  caloris.     When  the  hot  stage  is  coming  oil 

Jecur.     The  liver.     Jecinoris.     Of  the  liver. 

Juglandis  instar.     The  size  of  a  walnut 

Jusculum  avenss,  or  avenaceum.     Gruel. 

Jusculum  pullinum.     Chicken-broths 

Jus  vitulinum.     Veal-broth. 

Lac  asinorum.    Asses*  milk. 

Lac  caprinum.     Goats'  milk. 

Lat  dol.    Lateri  dolenti.    To  the  side  that  is  affected. 

Lb.     fi).     Libra.     A  pound  weight,  or  a  wine  pint 

Lumbus.     The  loin. 

Malleolus.     The  ancle. 

Maneat  in  lecto.     Let  him  stay  in  bed. 

M.     Misce.     Mix. 

Mensur4.     By  measure. 

M.     Manipulus.     A  handful. 

Mane  pr.     Mane  primo.    Very  early  in  the  morning. 

Mass.     Massa.     A  mass. 

Mic  pan.     Mica  panis.     A  crumb  of  bread. 

Mil).    Minimum.    The  sixtieth  part  of  a  drachm  measure, 

Mtt     Mitte.     Send. 

Mistu  a.     A  mixture. 

MitSr.  }  '^^^^^  ^^^"^*^  ^®  ^®°*- 

Mitt,  sang,  add  ^  xiji.  saltern.    Mittatur  sanguis  ad  uncias  duodecim  saltern. 

Let  blood  be  taken  away  to  twelve  ounces  at  least 
No.    Numero.     In  number. 

Mod.  presc.     Modo  prescripto.     In  the  manner  directed. 
Moles.     The  bulk. 

Mor.  sol.    More  solito.     In  the  usual  manner. 
Multo  mane.     Early  in  the  morning. 
Nucha.     The  nape  of  the  neck. 
N.  t  s.  n.    Ne  tradas  sine  nummo.    Do  not  deliver  the  medicine,  unless  paid 

for  it 
N.  mi     Nux  moschata.     A  nutmeg. 
Obturatur  vas.     Let  the  vessel  be  stoppered. 
0.    Octarius.     A  pint ;  twenty  ounces. 
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01.  lini  s.  i.     Oleum  lini  sine  igne.     Cold  drawn  linseed  oil. 

Omn.    hnr.     Omni   hora.     Every   hour.     Omn.    bid.      Omni   biduo.     Every 

two  days.     Omn.  bih.     Omni  bihorio.     Every  two  hours.     Omn.  man. 

Omni  mane.     Every  morninning.     Omn.  noct.     Omni   nocte.     Every 

night    Omni  quadrante  horae.     Every  quarter  of  an  hour. 
O.  o.     Oleum  oliva^  optimum.     Best  olivi'-oil. 
Ope.     By  means  of.     As,  ope  pencilli  camellini.      By  means  of  camel-hair 

pencil. 
P.     Pondere.     By  weight. 
Palma.     The  palm  of  the  hand. 
Part.    vie.     Partitis  vicibus.     Partitis  dosibus.     In  divided  times  or  dosos, 

instead  of  all  at  once. 
Per.  op.  emet.     Peracta  operatione  emetici.     When  the  operation  of  the  emo- 

etic  is  finished. 
P.  M.     Partes  SBquales.     Equal  parts  or  quantities. 
Pediluvium.     A  foot-bath. 

Per  bidduum,  per  triduum.     For  two  or  three  days. 
Phial 4  prius  bene  agitata.     The  bottle  being  first  well  shaken. 
Pil.     Pilula,  vel  pilulae.     A  pill,  or  pills. 
Pleno  rivo.     In  a  full  stream. 
Pollux.     The  thumb. 
Poples.     The  ham. 

Post.  sing.  Sep.  liq.     Post  singulas  sedes  liquidas.     After  every  loose  stooL 
Ppt     Praearata      Prepared. 

P.  r.  n.     Hro  re  nata.     According  to  circumstances ;  occasionally. 
P.  rat.  set     Pro  ratione  setatis.     According  to  the  age  of  the  patient 
Pug.     Pugillus.     A  pinch  between  the  fore  finger  and  thumb. 
Pulv.      Pulvis.     A  powder. 
Pyxis.     Pyxida.     A  pill-box. 

Q.  h.  2d4,    }  Quaque   hori   secundA,  J  t3i„„„,  o  ^^  q  K/x.,«.  ir^ 
vel  8ia,  &c.  [  vel  tertia,  &c.  \  ^^^^  ^  ^'^  ^  *'^""'  *^ 

Q.  p.     Quantum  placet.     As  much  as  you  please. 
Q.  8.     Quantum  sufficit     As  much  as  may  suffice. 
Quor.     Of  which. 
H.     Recipe.     Take. 
Bad.     Radix.     A  root 
Recidivum.     A  relapse. 

Red.  in  pulv.     Redactus  in  pulverem.     Powdered, 

Redig.  in  pulv.     Redigatur  in  pulverem.     It  should  be  reduced  to  powder. 
Reg.  umbil.     Regio  umbilici.     The  parts  about  the  navel. 
Ren.     The  kidney. 
Repet  Repetatur.     It  should  be  continued.     Repetantur.     They  should  [be 

continued. 
Rectinaculum.     A  truss. 
S.     Signa.     Write. 

Sanguis  mittatur,  or  detrahatur.     Let  blood  be  drawn. 
S.  a.     Secundum  artem.     According  to  art 
Semicupium.     A  half-bath,  or  hip-bath. 
Semidr.     Semidrachma.     Half-a-drachm. 

Ss.     Semisse.     A  half — as,  Drachma  cum  semisse.     A  drachm  and  a  half. 
Semih.     Semihora.     Halfan-hour. 
Sesquih.     Sesquihora.     An  hour  and  a  half. 
Sesunc.     Sesuncia.    Sesquiuncia.     An  ounce  and  a  half. 
Sequidrachma.     A  drachm  and  a  half. 
Setaceum.     A  seton. 
Serum  lactis.     Whey. 


JOUKNAL   OF   MATERIA   MEDICA.  1^9 

81  n.  val.    Si  non  vale&t     If  it  do  not  answer. 

Si  op.  sit     Si  opus  sit     If  necessary. 

Si  vir.  perm.     Si  vires  permittant.     If  the  strength  will  allow. 

Sgn.  n.  pr.     Signetur  nomine  proprio.     Write  upon  it  the  usual  nftme. 

Sing.     Singulorum.     Of  each. 

Singultus.     Hiccough. 

Spina  dorsi.     Spine  of  the  back,  back-bone. 

St.     Stet     It  should  stand. 

Stent     They  should  find. 

Sub  fin.  coct     Sub  finum  coctionis.     When  the  boiling  is  neariy  finished. 

Sum.  tal.     Sumat  talent.     Take  one  like  this 

S.  V.     Spiritus  vini.     Ardent  spirit  of  any  strength. 

S.  V.  G.     Sp.  Vini.  Gallici.     French  brandy. 

S.  V.  r.     Spiritus  vini  rectificatuR.     Spirit  of  wine. 

S.  V*  t     Spiritus  vini  tenuior.     Proof  spirit,  or  half  alcohol  and  half  water. 

Subinde.     Now  and  then. 

Summo  mane.     Early  in  the  morning. 

Sypho.     A  syringe. 

Temp,  dexi     Tempori  dextro.     To  the  right  temple. 

Tinct.     Tinctura.     A  tincture. 

Triit     Tritus.     Ground  to  powder. 

Troch.     Trochisci.     Troches  or  lozenges. 

Ult  prescr.     Ultimo  prescripto.     The  last  ordered. 

Urgenti  flatu.     Flatulence  being  troublesome. 

Urgenti  tusse.     The  cough  increasing. 

V.  s.     Venaesectio.     Bleeding  from  a  vein. 

Ventriculo  jejuno.     The  stomach  being  empty. 

Vesicatorium  applicetur,  or  admoveatur.  Let  a  blister  be  applied. 

Vit  ov.     Vitellum  ovL     The  yolk  of  an  egg. 

Vasculum  pro  the&  (a  tea  cup)  contains  about  f  §  iij. 

Vulnus  curare.     To  dress  a  wound. 

V.  o.  s.    Vitello  ovi  solutus.     Dissolved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg. 

Vom.  urg.     Vomitione  urgente.     When  the  vomiting  begins. 

suppr.    Vomitu  suppresso.     The  vomiting  being  stopped. 
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Ainu  Rubra,  •',''-* 

Ainerican  Hdlebore, 

Ajnmooia,        ..•••• 
AquaVOrttor, 

Oxalate  of, 

Phosphate  of,  •      •       '       - 
Klizir  of  Valerianate  of,     • 
and  Qoin^,  Six.  Valerian,  of,  • 
and  Stryob.,  KUxir  ValeiiaiMite  of; 
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Spirits  of, 

Aromatic  Spirits  of. 
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iArsenlated  Bromide  of  Potassnns,    * 

Artemisia  Abrotanom,    • 
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Wtter-root, 8 
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JHaakDrop, 149 
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3k)odroot, 84 

31oe  Cohosh,  69 

JthasFlag',  "56 

Boneset,                     40 

Box-Wood, 81 

Bvcha,                                                       -  15 

•*    Compound, 16 

Baokihom,  •  80 

Bagle  Weed, 64 

JIardock, 68 

^attemat, 95 

Ration  Snake  Root, 61 

C. 

''Otleiam,  Iodide  of, 149 

■  CaUaaya,                 -  ^  149 

•Canella,       -..'---..  16 

-' Cannabis  bidica, 16 
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Collodion,  Sargieal, 189 
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Colombo, M 
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Ipomoea  Jalapa,  58 

Iris  norentioa, C^ 

Iris  Versicolor, 55 

Iron, 158 

"'    Ammonio.Citrate  of,  -  169 

"    and  Strychnia,    ♦*  159 
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Krunerla  Triandra,         ....  67 
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Ladles' Slipper, 68 

Lappa  Ifinor, 58 
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''    at  of,  and  Strychnin,  Gil, 

**    Compound,      -       -       -       - 

•'    Oarbonate  of,      -       -       - 

"    Oarb.  of  and  Manganese, 

"    Hydrocyanate  of, 

"    and  Iodoform,  -       -       -       - 

"    Lactate  of,  - 

**    Phosphate  of,  - 

"    Pyrophosphate  of, 
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**    Quevenne^s, 

*•    and  Strychnia, 
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**    Valerianate  of,       •       -       - 

Jalap, 

Jalapin, 

Kermes,     ----- 
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